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INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

To the Senate and House of Representatives and to the People of
the State of Towa:

In entering upon the grave and responsible duties of the
office of chief executive of Iowa, I beg to express my sincere
thanks to the people of the state for the high honor that has
been conferred upon me.

Recognizing, as I sincerely do, that the honor is not in the
mere holding of the office, but in the faithful, unselfish, honest,
and efficient discharge of its duties, and in the service of the
whole people, I ask you, as members of the general assembly,
and the people whom you represent, for your influence and
co-operation to enable me to discharge these duties, and to
meet these responsibilities, with wisdom, with love for human-
ity, and with reverence for Almighty God.

This representative body, selected by the pe
own number because of their fitness to legislate,
doubt will enact wise and wholesome laws for the protection,
prosperity, and happiness of the peopls,u & whole, and with-
out partiality or favoritism to any classe

From my knowledge of the dis hed gentlemen of which
this intelligent body is composed, I am impressed with the
belief that nothing will be om in the way of legislation,
necessary to be enacted for the promotion of the best interests
of thisgmteomwm:ndfnrthedmdopmmot all its
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institutions are the State University, Iowa State Agricultural
College and Farm, and the Stais Normal School, and have a
total attendance of 2.801; the schools for the blind, the deaf
and the feeble-minded have a total population of 1,108; the
three hospitals for the insane hayve a population of 2,400; the
two penal institutions, 988; two reformatories, 580; Soldiers”
Orphans Home, 452; Boldiers’ Flome, 605, and Home for the
Indastrial Blind, 44.

The state has a property investment in these institutions of
over $10,000,000, and is expending annually nearly $1,500,000
in their mansgement. It has beem my duty as well as pleasure
to visit all of these institutions, and most of them 1 have visited
several times, and 1 take pleasure in attesting to the honesty
and economy of their managemient. There is nothing that
reflects more credit upon the intolligence of our state, nothing
of which the people of Iowa can be more proud, than the mag-
nificent results which they have accomplished. Governed as
they are by non-partisan boards, the members of which are
selected by the general ussembly, the freedom from scandal
over & long period of years, as well as the high standing which
they have attained, demonstrate the wisdom of Towa's early law-
malkers who first established this principle for the government
of state institutions.

It has been proposed to change this present form of govern-
ment for that of a single board of control. I believe the prop-
osition to be against the best infierests of these institutions. It
would be un experiment franght with injury to the state to place
§10,000,000 of preperty with £1, 500,000 expenditures thereon in
the hands of three or five perscms, who, from the very uature
of things, havo never had experience in the control of other
than small properties or the handling of other than small

amounts of money. A board possessed of the highest ability to

govern the state university is liable 10 have the least ability in
mmmmmumﬂnm-mwmm the insane.
Under the present managemaont the state institutions of lowa
receiving the Mglt_uast business ability attainable and at &

od, not only by the application of good busi-
that which is equally as valuable, the
s of sympathy and love dictated by
“men ind women who ure members of
[
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their wst_nhilitins. to the state, not for the per diem which
they receive, but in many cases because of the fact that those
near and dear to them are inmates of these institutions. Imost
certainly recommend that the present method of government
of our state institutions be permitted to remain.

[ am fully aware of the fact that good business principles
dun?aud that before apportioning the appropristions to the
various state institutions, the general assembly should have the
judgment thereon of some one who is familinr with their finan-
cial condition, who knows the necessities of each, and who also
has knowledge of the ability of the state to provide for these
necessities. The law now provides that the executive council
can sutborize the mansging boards of state institutions to
creato _iﬂ-’ bted gainst their support fund. Ii is also
authorized to appropriate from the providential contingent fund
in aid of these institutions upon proper showing. In the ful-
fililment of these duties the executive council has already
become familiar with the financial conditions and needs of
many of them. I would, therefore, recommend that the execu-
tive council be required by law to visit each state institution at
least once during the biennial period, and, jointly with the
governing board, to investigate the financial conditions,
eonsider the appropristions to be asked for, and that the
‘executive council be further required to report to the gen-
eral assembly, making recommendations for the apportionment
:ﬁ lmmtgm to ::eh institution. This recommendation is

m the view of dispensing with the visiting com-
mittee of the general assembly, which is ao.wall';eﬂ:gﬁih
bring the law-makers of the state in closer sympathy with the
aims, desires and necessities of the various institutio

from & great metropolitan city. With intelligence such as we
possess, with prosperity such as we have, there are no good
reasons why this great family of people should be content to
do even aratively well. We should fully meet the increas-
ing responsibilities which our intelligence, our wealth aud our
progressiveness naturally bring to us. The past record of our
::ﬁ has b;:l Wbﬂtlhﬁﬂl“ﬂ“ﬂﬂm‘o
opening before this active, intelligent and prosparous
ple. The demand of our present population iafu.-‘ln-oml:;
ﬁ.m of our present plant. When the merchant who
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IN MEMORIAM. A MEMORIAL HALL.
In this place, it is fitting that I should speak of the two In this connection, allow me to indorse most cordially the
| members of the commission that has had charge of the con- recommendation of my est 1 pred or, favoring the
struction of the monument, who have passed away sirce the erection, at as early a day as possible, of a memorial, histori-
I general assembly’s last session. I speak standing in the cal, and art building. It would seem appropriate that this
i shadow of a bereavement which is personal to all of us. Him desirable project—seconded, as I believe, by every lover of the
' who was thus taken from us, it was my high privilege to know state—should be commenced, if not finished, in our semi-cen-
| for half & century. It cannot be improper, even in a s.tate » tennial :vea_r.
| paper, thus to speakof Judge Wright, for his name is identified Towa’s history has been made rapidly during the fifty years,
' with all thatis-best in fifty years of Towa's history. Icannot say and is being made even more rapidly year by year. Thanks to
| what he has been to me in all these years; and standing on the the enterprise and untiring energy of a few of our citizens,
| '; threshold of the high office for which I have just qualified and to many distinguished lovers of art and literature without
i I feal, and frankly say it, that I shall miss him and his wise the state, who bave so liberally contributed their generous
,II} | counsel. He was oneof the noblest of the builders of the gifts, we now have many valuable treasures, fine paintings,
:. | commonwealth, one who illustrated its best citizenship, works of art, and historical manuscripts, as well as mementoes
{ adorred its sccial life, exalted its jurisprudence, and in all and relics of early days and of the war, for the safe keeping
i things honored the state. T would that I might speak of all that and convenient exhibition of which we have no adequate
I he was tothe state, but that would involve a review of the » accommodation. The state is constantly being remembered in
| entire history of Iowa. | this direction by liberal donors, and will be much more so,
On Governor Kirltwood had been laid a heavy burden ina when they are assured that ample provision has been made so
il time of great public peril. He it was, under whose inspiring that the articles contributed can be suitably placed, safely
leadership and efficient management, more than filty regiments cared for, and fairly exhibited for the benefit of the public.
were recruited, equipped, and sent forth to do battle for the To this end I recommend a suitable building, fire proof, and
, union and the life of the nution. He, too, filled & large place complete in all its appointments, where may be gathered, pre-
.|| in the history of the state. served, and exhibited these much coveted treasures.
Both these men served their generation and future genera-
| tions faithfully and well. Integrity and devotion to duty were STATUE TO JUSTICE SAMUEL F. MILLER.
0 characteristic of each of them, and their sturdy manliness and Not alone as warriors and chieftains are men great, and to
| thorough sincerity made them beloved by all the people. i be cheriahod in the memory of the people. When the spirit
Among the careers which in all the days of the commonwealth left the body of the lamented Judge Samuel F. Miller, of the
b| shall most illumine its history, and furnish felicitous lessons federal court, a great man had fallen, and the nation mourned.
for its youth, will ever be those of George Grover Wright and As a young man he was the friend and appointee of the
| Samuel Jordan Kirkwood. , immortal Lincoln. His was the soul of wisdom and honor. He
was lowa's son, her greatest legal light, the peer of Chief
Justice Marshall. His pre-eminent ability was fully recog-
5 nized, and his great heart, mind, and soul, his strict sense of
i J
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justice, his purity of character, shone forth to the world &
guiding light well worth ohserving. It has been suggested
that a bronze statue of him be placed in our state ¢ rapitol, and
one in the capitol of the nation. I commend this to you and our
representatives in congress.

THE FUTURE AND EDUCATION.

But revering the past, and building monuments to its achieve-
ments, are not sufficient. We must keep our eyes on the future.
The keynote of Iowa’s future greatness is education. Iowa
must educate; all America must educate, or perish. We who
came to this state when schools were few and inadequate, and
when colleges and universities were unknown, who had to look
to life’s rugged school for our education, are in position to
appreciate the value of schools and colleges. As individuals
and as a state, we have in a measure labored worthily in the
causeof education. But there is much more to be done. It
must be done gradually, I realize, but we ought, as a state, fo
keep constantly in mind some high ideal, and then strive to
approach it.

That ideal for Iowa, in my opinion, ought to be this: A
system of education beginning with the kindergarten, passing
upward through the primary, intermediate, and high schools: a
completed public school system, open to all and adequate for
all; thence upward again through normal schools, where
teachers shall be trained for the common schools, and ending
in the state university with a course of study comprehensive
as any on the continent. Co-ordinate with it, there will be
ample room for the colleges and universities of the various
denominations, which have done so much, and made so many
sacrifices, for higher eduncation. 1 see no room for rivalries,
except healthful rivalries; whatever helps one institution
helps all. Nor would I forget the agricultural college at Ames,
where o technical, scientifie, industrial education ought to be
offered to the young men and women of the state on the most
generous terms possible,

"
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The public school system should be enlarged and made more
comprehensive, until the children of the state can there obtain
such complete education as will fit them for any avocation or
business pursuit.

NORMAL SCHOOLS.

The State Normal school, so essential to the education and
training of professional teachers of high rank and scholarship,
well equipped for the most efficient service in our common
schools, is worthy of your careful attention and of liberal
endowment. Our normal school facilities are grossly inade-
quate. About 18,000 teachers are employed in our Iowa free
schools. We can not overestimate the importance of well quali-
fied teachers, nor the irreparable injury in deficient teaching
and training of the youth of our land. Errors planted in virgin
minds are very difficalt to eradicate. It is much easier to teach
correctly from the beginning than to correct erroneous teach-
ing. The normal school system ought, as soon as the state can
afford it, to be amply enlarged.

THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

The Agricultural college, so necessary for acquiring knowl-
edge in agriculture snd for the promotion of our agricultural
interests to the highest standard of systematic efficiency and
economy, has proven an untold benefit to the state, and I doubt
not will meet with your very liberal encouragement.

THE STATE UNIVERSITY.

Our State university has already attained a very high
standard of excellence, but 'e is room for further develop-
‘ment. A@fa&t struggle is hclns‘mm by its entire manage:

; ?'Iny d.ﬂliwlﬁes to meet and fo overcome.
inadequate properly to accommodate its
and there are many necessities to be pro-
) edf.or t]mt should by no means be neglected. This institu-
tion is deserving of your greatest consideration, and all its
reasonable wants should be met, so as to keep it fully abreast
with like institutions in other states.
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STATE INSTITUTIONS.

While we have great reason to be proud of our excellent
system of state institutions, and the wise and humane provis-
ions made for our unfortunate classes: schools and colleges for
the deaf and blind; hospitals for the mentally disabled; homes
for the disabled and unfortunate veteran soldiers, and for the
soldiers’ orphans and other indigent children; industrial
schools for the wayward boys and girls; and penitentiaries for
the criminal classes; let us not forget that as the state grows
in population these wants increase in a like ratio, and pro-
vision must be made to supply them. Close attention must be
given in order fo secure the highest standard of efficiency and
integrity in management, in strict compliance with humane
and sanitary requirements. Let us not be in the least forgetful
of any of these institutions, but take all due interest in seeing
that they are properly maintained, improved, and extended
commensurately with their necessities, in order that there be
no neglect in caring well for the unfortunate classes in Iows.

In this connection I may suggest that among the eriminal

classes it would be in the interest of humanity and reform,
could an intermediate provision be made, between the industrial
or reform school and the penitentiaries, for young men and
women and such others, not entitled to become occupants of
the former, and who ought not to be sent to the latter. I will
not enlarge on this subject, but leave the matter for your serious
consideration.
THE NATIONAL GUARD.

At the outbreak of the civil war in 1561, the government
found itself dependent for equipped and drilled soldiers upon
the small and scattered forces of the regular army, and the
patriotic volunteers fresh from the fields, stores, shops, and
Mm:ﬂmdhdplinedlnthamorw The
mmmmm:.eumyrormmmmhun
mmmmam»m;mmm

These organizations have proven to be not only a valuable
scquisition as a reserve force to the regulars, but as conservators
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of the peace and good order of the several states. In
Iowa we have one of the most efficient of these organizations.
It is composed of forty-eight companies, divided into twelve
battalions, four regiments, and two brigades, made up—rauk,
file, line, and field and brigade commands—of the best and
most select men of the state. They have been educated and
trained thoroughly in the latest approved army tacties, and in
accordance with the army regulations. These guards are gen-
tlemanly and orderly in their bearing, precise in their move-
ments and drill, and as obedient, loyal, faithful, and efficient—
although enlisted and sworn into service and mustered with no
pay except the reward of patriotism—as if belonging to the
regular army, and regularly paid for their services. Iowa is
Jjustly proud of her nationul gnards. They deserve well of the
state, and by a reasonable increase of allowance, to provide
them with knapsacks and some additional equipment and pro-
tection for travel and camp life, they can be made and will
become equally efficient, and as ready for active service in the
fleld as the regulars. Neither the nation nor the states have,
in my opinion, taken sufficient interest to inform themselves as
to the true value and importance of these national guards. For
that reason they have failad to appreciate properly and fairly
consider and recognize the unselfish and patriotic services so
graciously given at considerable sacrifice.

Itis imponiblamb‘to estimate the great advantages Iowa
has received through her vast system of railroads. There is
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not 4 county in the state without railroad facilities. lowa has
within her borders about 9,000 miles of railroad, so located and
operated that farmers in every part have easy access to the
markets. These railroads have developed the resources of the
state in every conceivable way, and have been the most impor-
tant factors in promoting, building up, and advancing its growth,
wealth, and general prosperity. There is a community of
interests between the owners and operators of the railway lines
and the people of the state. Each should study and respect
the rights and interests of the other. Much of the prejudice at
one time existing between these two interests has been removed,
and we believe that the nearer the railroads and the people get
together, and learn to understand and respect the rights of
each other, the better it will be for both; and may we not now
rejoice in the belief that the day for this is approaching, if not
already here. It shall be the aim of the executive to advance,
as far as he may be able, such a happy state of affairs.

The railroad commissioners, now wisely selected by the vote
of the people, and of recognized ability and fairness, have done
much to bring this about, and 1 have not the least doubt will
continue to do much.

WATERWAYS.

The people are now looking to waterways as the great means
of cheap transportation, and to the utilizing of our lakes and
rivers by bringing them in connection with each other, so that
communication by water may be had from all parts of the Mis-
sissippi valley and east of it to the Atlanticseaboard. It would
be next to impossible to estimate correctly the immense advan-
tages to be obtained by securing this desirable result. The
American people are becoming thoroughly awakened to the
importance of these matters. The state of New York has

appropriated §9,000,000 for the deepening and otherwise

improving of her canal system. The Pittsburg canal, o con-
nect the Ohio river with Lake Erie, is being rapidly constructed.
The Chicago drainage canal, map;:rmhing completion, will

be sufficient for the passage of large steamers from Lake

L ]
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Michigan tothe Illinois river; and the Hennepin canal, when com-
pleted, will connect the Illinois river from La Salle with the
Mississippi river at the mouth of Rock river near Milan, in the
vicinity of Davenport, lowa. The length of this canal will be
less than one hundred miles, and it will be the most direct and
best connection to be made between the Mississippi and Illinois
rivers. The people of Iowa are deeply interested in the early
completion of this canal. No other means can so readily afford
our entire state cheap transportation to the Atlantie seaboard.
It is only a question of time until it will be completed, but time
is a question of great moment, when this matter of cheap
transportation so materially affects our commercial interests,
and that of the producers and shippers. To this end, 1 recom-
mend that our desires be made known to congress, throughour
senators and representatives, that a sufficient appropriation
may be made for the early completion of this great waterway.

THE LIQUOR QUESTION.

One of the greatest promoters of crime is foundin the indul-
gence in the use of ardent spirits. Iis serious consequences are
seen and felt most in the homes of the poor and the unfortunate.
Too frequently, fathers, husbands, and sons, whose daily earn-
ings, necessary for family support, are squandered in the
saloons, and instead of bringing love and sunshine carry dark-
ness and cruelty to mothers and children. The home, the most
sacred place of all things earthly, is thus transformed intoa place
of wretcheduess, If this évil can not be prohibited it should be
controlled. The people of the state of lowa are behind no other
people in the nation, orin the world, in their purpose and desire
to cultivate and maintain the highest standards of temperance

: this end the people, at a non partisan election
go, expressed their wishes at the polls in
m ‘amending ﬂw constitution of the state, which finally

~ resultedin the passage of the prohibitory liquor law. This law

has been enforced in strong temperance districts, but has been
inoperative in those districts in which a majority has been
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opposed to the law. The question has long been one of serious
discussion, and the majority of the people, being anxious tosecure
the most favorable results, pronounced in favor of the American
doctrine of local self-government and relegated the question to
the representative districts. The Twenty-fiith General Assem-
bly, to preserve prohibition in those localities where it could be
made efficient, and to control the traffic in the other localities,
enacted whatis knownas the mulctlaw. That law hassince been
in force, and upon information I believe is giving reasonable sat-
isfaction, still leaving the prohibitory law undisturbed in locali-
ties where it is preferred.

At the same session of the legislature preliminary steps
were taken for the resubmission of a prohibitory amendment to
the constitution. These questions wiil be before you for your
earnest consideration, and I doubt not will be determined by
you in the exercise of wisdom and in sincerity as the chosen
representatives of the senatorial and representative districts,
and with all due regard for the wishes of your constituents,
keeping in mind the welfare of the state.

TRANSIENT VENDORS.

The importation into the state of goods, wares, merchandise,
and other chattel property by transient vendors is becoming
so prevalent as to warrant legislation necessary to protect the
rights of resident business men. These wares are brought in
by parties who are not residents, nor do they intend to become
such., Such vendors remain for an indefinite period to dispose
of their property at pretended bankrupt prices, in competition
with the established business classes who pay their taxes regu-
larly for the support of the state and counties. These vendors
enjoy the benefits of residents, free from taxzation. The state
and the counties should secure the t and collection of
just and reasonable taxes from these transient dealers. I would
suggest that bonds may be required to secure such proper
revenue.
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AGE OF CONSENT.

There seems to be no valid reason why the consent of a
female minor should be legalized in the commission of an act
of moral turpitude that does not apply to business transactions.
Woman's virtue, the most sacred element of her nature, the
most precious jewel of her adornment, should not be weighed
in petty scales, to the advantage of the libertine or the passions
of the stronger sex. At least, not in Iowa, the state which
stands, or should stand, in the van of Christian civilization.
From a careful consideration of the subject I am of the opinion
that the age of consent should be raised to eighteen years.

CODE COMMISSION.

The last general-assembly created a commission of five men,
learned in the law, to reviseand recodily thestatutes of the state.
This commission has completed its work, and its report will
come before you for consideration. It is of vast importance,
affecting as it does every interest in the state. This being the
case, I need not urge upon you to give it a thorough examination
and careful consideration.

Allow me to suggest that the laws perlaining to contracts
should be made, so far as possible, to avoid technicalities, and
s0 simplified as to be within the comprehension of ordinary
minds. If this can be done, much in the way of litigation will
be avoided, the work of courts and juries lessened, and the
burdens of taxation lightened. ' '

NATIONAL QUESTIONS.

As one of the great states of which this nation is composed,
Iowa has a right to speal, and her voice to be heard, both in
‘congress and out of it, on all important questions affecting the
‘nation: , whether domestic or foreign. While there
‘must be no- look after, and in the most careful and
liberal manner provide for, all the interests of the state, for its
development and growth in intelligence, wealth, and general
prosperity, we mustnot forget that our vast interests areclosely
interwoven with those of our sister states.
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As b part of the pation we must be ever on the alert 1o exer-
cise our best talents and business judgment, as u chief contrib-
utor to the Iding of the nation’s policies for the elevation
and development of all the people, aud for the fostering and
supporting of the interests of Ameries and American oltizens.
To this end, trusting to American statesmanship which looks
to Amerien and American conditions, and to such policies as
nre for the wslmdnfmmmmlﬂmmm
from the path marked out by Wushingtov, Haumilton, Monroe,
Jackson, Clay, Lincoln, Blaine, snd other llustrious statesmen,
who cleared the wey, snd placed along it the signal lights of
the Amorlcan systom of protection: in providing revenues
smple for the expensas of ihe govornment, by levying duties
on Imports which come into competition with bome produc-
tons: in seelng to it 1hat our laboring interests, which are
most lmportant, sre protected by such duties as will at least
cover the difference butweon forelgn and American wages; in
as far &5 possible creating & demand for labor, by developing
and utilizing our owi resources, sdvancing Wages, and secur-
Ing the groatest possible prosperity. To build up » great and
prosperous couniry we must provide and maintain such eon-
ditions us will enable the industrious working man w ;
somfortably fur himself and family, 1o make bome life attract-
ive apd elevating, and to secure to his children the opportun-
ities for & wood oducstion, and thelr proper advancoment in,
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coosideration and protection in the wpirit of
and fairness.
The standard of labor should be, wod is, an elevated oue,
and s constantly being ralsed through the polent influence of
education. The American Inborer should stand upon the samo
plane as his fellowman, and should pever lower the standard
of manhood in the seeking or even secapting the self-consti-
tuted guardianship of the demagogue, who would designedly
fetter his hands or despoil him of his individual judgment; the
result of which i& to create disaffection and prejudice, promots
strife, and disturb the mutual and honorable relations which
ought 10 exist between labor and capital
To the end that these sound principles be cultivated wnd
maintained and the greatest proteciion be accorded to the
- m classes, may I be perwitted o express the opinion

that our immigratio L Inws should bo strengthened, so that the
pauper, &  socialist, and eriminal shall be excluded from
Mors of labor and disturbors of the nation’s

impartiality

f busiuess affairs, and 1t should be in volume
the employment of labor and the unlim-
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estimates of appropriations as made by the warden lxlalzu:{JI m:g
mend that additional appropriations be made for tr also S
of cell houses in the north wing. Your n:ttentlon is al i
to the fact that nearly thirty female convicts are now o e
sity lept in the same building and on the same floor wn.nd s
criminal insane. This location :a highly unfit for them,
building should be finished at once. :

teﬁ: wardengof the penitentiary at Fort Madison m;lllfs“;?
estimate of the appropriations required, amoun_ting rtload 1:1 ) ;hi.:a
1 have investigated in detail the various items ineclu i
estimate and fully approve the same as necessary to

i of the prison. ’
mtﬁ:;fugh p‘l.aged at a disadvantage by ?nfavarable cwce\;n;:
stances the condition of both these prisons is highly comm
ablg.! the 958 conviets now in our state prisons 815 are he:w::
the ages of 15 and 22, with additions to thig class of sevm;e:;- e
to 100 each biennial period. Most of _t.hm large uummd =
serving short sentences of from six to eighteen months st
first offenses. A large majority of these younger pnsonﬂ;s oo
not eriminal by nature, but are young men, who througad i
associations, bad habits or recklessness, hav‘e comm.i::i
offense against society. They are mostly native born tmamnt
of Iowa, and with proper punishment m:xd intelligent m 1
a large number can be reclaimed to society and be m 1ot
citizens. I do not believe it is creditable either to our

gence or to our humanity to permit such an army of youn;zi T:n
to be committed to the penitentiary and bmvncled ‘“ex-con i:l,l;e
Next to the highest punishment whicl} society can inﬂ:c::t. 8
disgrace and humiliation which attaching the name o ex;ﬁix
viet” invariably brings. 1 cannot believe that society ¥
realizes the responsibility it takes in putting t.hia brand l.lpt;‘:
318 young men of the state whose average age is less 't.iumtg
years, and who have before them long lives in which to suffer
dilm " In committing these young men to the stata,;s prison
for a class of offenses designated as ** the lesser crimes, society

relentlessly uses the same brand of disgrace that it uses upon

the murderer and highwayman who is sentenced for twenty or

thirty years. N .

Aﬂlyl are ex-convicts who pass through the prison gates, and

ipline, work and confinement of thsymgmnwhc
:::'v?six mo;lﬂ:l'.éu_:;,a_. year inside of the prison is but & small
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part of the punishment which he receives compared with the
brand of disgrace which he carries for a lifetime outside of the
prison walls. I believe that society, in the punishment of this
class of offenders by committing them to the penitentiary, puts
such a fearful load upon them through life that when they fully
realize the utter hopelessness of being able to outlive the dis-
grace, or to overcome the merciless fate which seems to be
ever dragging them down, a large wajority arrive at the con-
clusion that there is more hope in casting their lot with the
enemies of society than in struggling on in the vain effort to
reinstate themselves in its confidence. It would undoubtedly
be economy to the state to adopt radical reformatory measures
for this large class of young offenders. If the best thought
and intelligence of our country, as expressed in the laws of all
the older sister states, is of any value, it would seem that we
cannot afford to send this large class of first offenders to the
penitentiary fo associate with hardened criminals, and to
occupy the same cell with and to receive instructions from con-
victs who have been enemies of society over long periods of
years. Iam convinced that the present method of punishment
does more to educate young men in crime and to manufacture
criminals than it does to prevent erime and to manufacture
Zood citizens,

The state of Towa stands almost alone in its treatment of
**first offenders.” 1If all the older states in the light of experi-
ence cannot afford to brand the young criminal an *“ex-convict,"
most surely the state of Iowa canpot afford it, and I most
earnestly recommend the creation and establishment of an
intermediate institution between the reform school and the
penitentiary, to be designated a state reformatory, This insti-
tution should include as inmates ** first offenders” between the
ages of 15 and 2¢ whose sentences do not exceed two years,
much, however, being left to the discretion of the court. To
this institution, also, anthority should be given to receive from
the boys’ reform school such of its inmates as tend to demor-
alize and retard the best results of that institution. In this
connection permit me to call your attention to the message of
the governor of Pennsylvania, and to that portion referring to
their state reformatory: *‘The sixth year of the history of
this highly important institution finds it in a condition which
emphasizes its significance as part of the penal system of the
commonwealth. More than 500 ‘first offenders,’ between the
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ages of 19 and 25, are confined there. This number of the
youth of the state are spared the demoralizing effect _uf Iﬂsm-i.
ation with the crime class; they are the bt_ancﬁc\arnes of &
parole system in accordance with the best instinets of human.
he offender on his good behavior, and generally

ity, which puts ¢ _ !
is found to operate alike in behalt of his reformation and for

the protection of society.”
In connection with the penal and reformatory system of our

state there should be a * board of parole and pardons,” fo con-
gist of three members, who shall receive their expenses and »
per diem tor time actually employed in behalf of the state.
They should have & secretary whose office should be in the
state capitol, and whose compensation should be a fixed annual
salary. The duties of this board should be advisory to the
executive. All applications for executive clemency should be
thoroughly {nvestigated and oxamined by this board and recom-
mendations made to the gOVernor. Most surely the time has
come when the executive of the state should be relieved of
these matters which are absorbing time and attention that
should be given to affairs of more general state importance,
Not only this, but the state of Towa owes it to its intelligence
and progressiveness 10 take some advanced step in the direction
of reformatory legislation. The only reformatory policy with
which the state can now be credited as applicable to its prison
population is that taken by its executives in the liberal use of
the pardoning power, That this prerogative has been extended
beyond the scope of the original intent of the framers of the
constitution is joubtedly true. That this liberal use has
been forced upon the judgment and conscience of the executive
as a reformatory necessity, dictated by humanity and justice,
is beyond question. It is not fair to the execative, whose time
is so much absorbed in other questions, to carry this burden.
It is not fair to the intelligence and progress of our state to
Jonger remain silent as to reformatory laws. 1 am con

that by the wise use of the parole system at least 200
young men, now inmates of our state prisons, can be reclaimed

to society. 'The economy 10 the state in having the support
and encouragement of 200 additional good citizens, rather than
expending its resources and energies in fighting 200 bad citi-
zens, is computation. In the exercise of the pardoning
mlhwmm to some fifty or sixty ‘‘first

offenders” by suspensions or conditional pardons. I regret
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that it was necessary in a few cases to revoke these suspensions
for the violation of the conditions, and to order a return to
serve the balance of the original sentence. In the large
majority 01'_"“-"“-‘5< however, these young men are ¢:-cmd|.|:-tig

themselves in accordance with the conditions imposed I‘.‘“;'IR
!otters rt_’t'ﬂl\'@‘i from the parties themselves, and from snctlE:
m!orml\!{ﬂﬂ as h"ﬁ been given me by neighbors and police
officers, 1 am satisfied that many have returned permanently to
the ranks of good citizenship. I most sincerely recoi 4 d
that this melhqd of parole, which is unanimously a n;rgen

the most intglhgnm thought of the present age, hpprom\ -
jato law by the Twenty-sixth General Assembly. i K

- THE SOLDIERS' HOME.
n the esta ishment of the Soldiers’ insti
created \f'hlch reflects eredit upane:l:e‘]i:gleli;:x::“mm:“
and gratitude of the people of lowa. The damsnd: ?:r admim
sion t:y worthy veteran soldiers is however, for in excess of A
capaci ty. The present hospital both in tlm'nnrl in accom o“;tl
tions is shamefully inadequate to the necessities of th asion
of the home. Noother class of pecple in cur state iesp;pmulsﬁon
need of a modern and convenient hospital thanare the inma
the Soldiers’ Home. A large number are in advanced o
are crippled and helpless by reason of rheumatism ywmsmd
and wounds, and they are now erowded five and lix, 'mo:
which is not large enough to accommodate more th::‘
m therefore endorse the recommendations of thnmm ::
u‘:zubothu to mwty:ormmu.m
hospital, for the general enlargement of the institution
the accommodation of all worthy applicants. o
=1 OTHER STATE INSTITUTIONS.
institutions of the state, the School
or;nm :1: :.hn Blind, t'l; Soldiers' Orphans’ mﬂﬁﬂ
Children, the Industrial Home for the
il [ndustrial or Blind, and
u::r;:} m I:m:a been dnhg valuable service in their
mreapocﬁm e s or o detailed account of their activities and
e 1) ;:hmm to the reports of the super-
mmemd: s These reports are full and complete and
. excellent showing of work dome during the
fennial period. The support fund of #5 per month for
minmaum allowed th Ml' Industrial School has not
t and I recommend that it be increased to $10

aaég
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United States for the state of Towa for the year commencing
July 1, 1892, and ending June 30, 1504, which for convenience
1 will hereafter designate as the last year under state wide pro-
hibition, was 8,032, The total number of government licenses
issued during the year commencing July 1, 1894, and ending
June 80, 1595, which for convenience 1 will designate as the
first year under the mulet law, was 4,264, The loss in govern-
ment licenses by counties during the first year of the mulet law
was 1,843, The gain in government licenses by counties for
the same period was 75, the total net loss being 1,765,

July 1, 1895, there were fifty-onc counties, having & popula-
tion of 887,800, which had not adopted the mulet law. The
number of government licenses issued in these counties during
the last year under prohibition was 1,075; number of licenses
issued during the first year under the mulet law, 500; net loss,
188, or 174 per cent. On this same date, July 1, 1505, there
were forty-eight counties, having a population of 1,220,260,
which had adopted the mulet law. Duingthahnmmﬂn
prohibition the number of government licenses issued in these
counties was 4,854; the first year under the mulct law the num-
ber was 8,874; net loss, 1,550, or 32 per cent.

mmammmsnhhthonmmm
assessed during the first year of the operation of that law wa

1,620, and the total revenue derived therefrom at $600
annum was $972,000. This, together with the added
assessed by cities, made a total of 81,156,317,

The following tables show those counties in which the loss

of government mwmnﬁmm&

- I '-

‘which there were gains In government licenses duri
year of the mulct law:

.:_—:-.‘ vl
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In the light of this showing I most earnestly mcam;:tounti
that the mulet law be permitted to remain upon our 8 i
books and that it be given & fair and impartial trial.

PUBLIC WAREHOUSES.

There is much discussion throughout our state of thc; l:dvx;!;:
tages which would be gained to the people of lowa b)tn : Era-
sage of a public warehouse law similar to laws now in op
tion in Illinois, Wisconsin, Nebraska and ot_her st.a.tes‘. =

The absence of storage facilities m?t.mls a heavy :ion =
loss to the people of Iowa. I refer this important guesﬁon 5
you for earnest consideration to thg end that legisla
enacted which will give the relief desired.

INTER-STATE CONVENTIONS.

During the biennial period there have been Pwanty:;f_:f
commissions appointed to meet in conference similar col
gk py few of the most important:

he following are a few nt:

B'I"at.ional Ci:l?erenee of Charities and Corrections, ..\T;:l;::‘:
Tenn.: National Prison Congress, 8t. Paul, le.m._ i B i(}on:
National Congress, Parkersburg, W. Vn:. :Trans-Mlasu?aanp;}; e
gress, St. Louis, Mo.; Annual Convention of Internatio Gonierlt
Waterways Association, Cleveland, Ohio; Western Sm‘t:ﬁksbw
ence, Topeka, Kan. | WesternWat.erwa;:s Gonvantlpn, m“ : ‘:
Miss.; Exposition of Industries and Fine A'l:hi, C1ty_ nfh. t;::m;
and to locate and mark position of Towa regiments in the
i ihlnrgalhh. number of those appointed have attended these met;t-
ings and have borne the full burden of expense, as w:e!l as the
donation of several days of valuable time. Publie splr:tadnea;:
is as essential to the good standing and inﬁuencgc! a niia.téa as ;
is to the standing and influence of a good citizen. “]do tr?
believe the state of Iowa receives the full benefit itsho u:
its representatives in inter-state conventions under the presen
plan of “'honorary commissioners.” No state in the union is
more deeply ted in the movement for deep waterways

than the great producing state of Towa, and yet the delegates
attending these conventions go more in an honorary than in a
representative capacity. They pay their own expenses, stop
at different hotels, are unorganized and conm_aqmﬂylm!dng in
force and influence, which under other circumstances they
would have. They meet the delegations of other states who
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are organized—uwith their expenses paid by the state they rep-
resent—a compact representative commission whose influence
and power is felt both on the floor of the convention and among
its members. The state of Iowa should do its share as a public
spirited state in the direction of making inter-state conventions
a success, and further, it should see to it that its own repre-
sentatives are placed in a position to receive such recognition
and exert such influence as the importance of our state demands.
A man may be intelligent, moral, upright, thrifty and prosper-
ous, and yet so economical and lacking in public spiritedness
that he is void of influence with his fellow men. A state can
drift into the same condition in relation to sister states. I rec-
ommend a more liberal policy on the part of the state of Iowa
in matters pertaining to inter-state meetings and conventions.
Commissions appointed to attend these meetings should be made
the siate's representatives. The matter should be left to the
discretion of the governor or executive council to determine
what inter-state meetings are of sufficient importance for the
state of Iowa to send representatives and then authority should
be given to the council to audit and pay the actual expenses of
commissioners in attending these meetings.

IOWA AND NATIONAL MILITARY PARKS.

The Twenty-fifth General Assembly provided for the appoint-
ment of a commission to locate and mark the positions of Tows
troops at the battles of Chickamauga and Chattanooga. This
eommission has done its work faithfully and its report is sub-
mitted for your consideration. I most earnestly approve the
recommendation for an appropriation of $25,000 for the erection
of appropriate monuments to mark the position of the Iowa
regiments which took part in these great battles, as a just
recognition of the valor of Iowa's soldiers.

On March 11, 1895, I appointed a commission to attend the
reunion of the Shiloh Battlefield Association at Pittsburg Land-
ing, Tenn. In an official report made by this commission the
following statements were sef forth:

“Changes in the roads which traversed the nearly 3,000
acres over which the battle raged, the almost complete demoli-
tion of all the old buildings and the new ones erected, many of
them on other locations, and still other changes which space
forbids enumerating in a report which must necessarily be
brief, all united in making the task of locating the positions
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held, so difficult, that it was impossible, during the two days
allotted to us, to visit that portion of the battlefleld where the
Sixth, Eleventh, Thirteenth, Fifteenth and Sixteenth regi-
ments ware engaged.

“Owing to these facts and the work that will scon be com-
menced under thedirection of the national park commissioners,
which will result in still further changes, thus rendering the
task of locating the positions held by our regiments even more
difficult than now, we respectfully recommend and urge that
you appoint at an early day a commission of one or more mem-
bers of each of the eleven regiments engaged in the battle,
whose duty it shall be to visit, as soon as possible, the battle-
field and complete the work begun by us.”

With this report and recommendation before me and know-
ing that the finger of time is fast removing the old landmarks
of this memorable field, and that each year makes the task of
identifying the position of lowa regiments more difficult, I
complied with the foregoing request and appointed a commis-
sion consisting of one from each of the eleven lowa regiments
which took part in this engagement. Their report is before
you; their work, I believe, has been faithfully and conscienti-
ously done; the expense has been borne by the individual mem-
bers of this commission and I belleveit is but just that the state
should reimburse them, and I recommend thatan appropriation
be made therefor. It will devolve upon you to take such
action as will show the apprecistion of Iowa for the brave men
who upheld the honor of our state and the integrity of the
union on this great battlefield of Shiloh.

Nearly every northern state, as well as the general govern-
ment, is now erecting permanent memorials in our great

~ mational military parks to mark the positions held by the union
arms. lowa, like ber sons who helped make those scenes his-

‘ghould take an advanced position in this movement and
t once for the erection of appropriste monuments,
‘most fittingly do honoar to her brave. ,
ction I would also suggest that the state of

a national park, that the scene of this most
in which 70 per cent of Iowa's enlisted

be properly preserved and commemorated
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SBEMI-CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY.
The year 1506 marks the fiftieth anniversary of our state-
hood. During the half century of its history as a state, Iowas
has made a n-ccjrd unsurpassed in the annals of mmuns‘nr of
peoples, and this general assembly shonld take measures for
fitting recognition of this important event, In addition to o .
tempm"&ry observance of our semi-centennial which may mx
mend lt?elf to you, it would seem that the most eminentl
appropriate action would be in the way of some tlimi::mtivir
lgglsmtion looking toward the erection and maintenance of
historical museum or memorial hall, which should be not nnJ‘
a perpetual reminder of the greatness of our state, but a 4
manent repository for the annals of its past and future. R

January 13, 1896, FrANE D. JACKSON.

N,
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To the Senate and House of Representatives and to the People of
the State of Towa:

In entering upon the grave and responsible duties of the
offize of chief executive of Iowa, I beg to express my sincere
thanks to the people of the state for the high honor that has
been conferred upon me.

JRecognizing, as I sincerely do, that the honor is not in the
mere holding of the office, but in the faithful, unselfish, honest,
and efficient discharge of its duties, and in the service of the
whole people, I ask you, as members of the general assembly,
and the people whom you represent, for your influence and
co-operation to enable me to discharge these duties, and to
meet these responsibilities, with wisdom, with love for human-
ity, and with reverence for Almighty God.

T'his representative body, selected by the people from their
own number because of .their fitness to legislate, I have no
doubt will enact wise and wholesome laws for the protection,
prosperity, and happiness of the people as a whole, and with-
out partiality or favoritism to any classes.

Hrom my knowledge of the distingnished gentlemen of which
thig intelligent body is composed, I am impressed with the
belief that nothing will be omitted, in the way of legislation,
necessary to be enacted for the promotion of the best interests
of fhis great commonwealth and for the development of all its
matierial resources.
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Be assured, therefore, that there will be no dictation
attempted on the part of the executive or any disposition on
his part to interfere with your deliberations.

The high respect fur, and confidence entertained in, this
general assembly by the executive, and its acquired knowledge
and experience in the work of legislation, justify his belief that
there exisis no necessity for an eluborste message, or for enter-
ing into specifio nud extended recommendations.

THE SEMI-CENTENNIAL OF IOWA.

This year marks an opoch in the history of lowa. Fifty
years ago this state was admitled into the union. The state as
wo now koow 1t did sot then exist. Civilization was confined
largely to the eastern border. Where this magnificent capitol
now stonds was sn almost unbroken wilderness; in the north.
western part of the state, which is now dotted with homeés of
happy and prosperous people, the Indians were still in posses-
sion of the virgin soil. We who came o Iowa at that time, or
befors that time, have not only seen this wonderful transforma-
tion, but we are glad to feel that we have had our part in this
state building. We rejoice with those who bave come since,
by eliber birth or adoption, into this great family. One is
tempted to linger over the worle which hus been done in this
state. Thero is so much which was endured, so much which
wns achieved, so much which wes accomplished, so much to
tell. Later in the year, when the admission of Iows into the
union is celebrated, T hopo that all these things may be appro-
p told to the honor of the past and for the inspiration of

0 to this matter now, because 1 want to urge
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grpatness of Towa.  We have here s commonwealth of which we
haye no cause to beashamed. Lot us lift her up so that all the
gliites may see how fair she is, how worthy to be beloved. The
legrislature can do nothing that will meet with the more hearty
upproval of the people of the whals state, for this event appeals
%0 all the pride that is in men and women, and stirs up a thou-
saiid memories which are cherished by all the people.

BOLDIERS' MONUMENT.

No state contributed more of loyalty, of patriotism, or of
hwnan sacrifice, during the sanguinary struggle for the main-
tonance of the union and the government of our fathers, than
did our own beloved Iowa. In that terriblo conflict from In
1561 to in 1865, she was always smong the first to respond, and
always roady to supply her quota. The cournge and patriotism
of Iser soldiers were exhibited on almost every battlefield of the
war, where they hercically fought aud bravely fell, always at
the front. Of 75,000 mon enralled, over one-tenth of her popu-

their health. Her sons readily responded to their conntry’s
qﬂ.gﬂm_mwnummw. loyalty, and effici-
ﬁyﬂhm in sl the world than what their record
shows. : '
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IN MEMORIAM.

In this place, it is fitting that I should speak of the two
members of the commission that has had charge of the con.
struction of the monument, who have passed away sirce the
general bly's last 1 speak standing in the
shadow of a bereavement which is personal to all of us. Him
who was thus taken from us, it was my high privilege to know
for half a century. It camnnot be improper, even in a state
paper, thus to speak of Judge Wright, for his name is identified
with all that is-best in fifty yearsof Iowa's history. Icannot say
what he has been to me in all these years; and standing on the
threshold of the high office for which I bave just qualified
1 feel, and frankly say it, that I shall miss him and his wise
counsel. He was oneof the noblest of the builders of the
commonwealth, one who illustrated its best citizenship,
adorred its sccial life, exalted its jurisprudence, and in all
things honored the state, T would that I might speak of all that
he was to the state, but that would involve & review of the
entire history of Iowa.

On Governor Kirkwood had been laid a heavy burden in a
time of great public peril. He it was, under whose inspiring
leadership and efficient management, more than fifty regiments
were recruited, equipped, and sent forth to do battle for the
union and the life of the nation. He, too, filled a large place
in the history of the state.

Both these men served their generation and future genera-
tions faithfully and well, Integrity and devotion to duty were
characteristic of each of them, and their sturdy manliness and
thorough sincerity made them beloved by all the people.
Among the careers which in all the days of the commonwealth
shall most illumine its history, and furnish felicitous lessons
for its youth, will ever be those of George Grover Wright and
Samuel Jordan Kirkwood.
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A MEMORIAL HALL.

In this connection, allow me to indorse most cordially the
recommendation of my esteemed predecessor, favoring the
erection, at as early a day as possible, of & memorial, histori-
cul, and art building. It would seem appropriate that this
dosirable project—seconded, as I believe, by every lover of the
state—should be commenced, if not finished, in our semi-cen-
tennial year.

Iowa’s history has been made rapidly during the fifty years,
and is being made even more rapidly year by year. Thanks to
the enterprise and untiring anergy of a faw of our cilizens
und to many distinguished lovers of art and literature withou't.
the state, who have so liberally contributed their generous
gifts, we now have many valuable treasures, fine paintings
works of art, and historical manuscripts, as well as memonloen'
aud relics of early days and of the war, for the safe keeping
and convenient exhibition of which we have no adequate
accommodation. The state is constantly being remembered in
this direction by liberal donors, and will be much more $o,
when they are assured that ample provision has been made 50

that the articles contributed can be suitably placed, safely
cared for, and fairly exhibited for the benefit of the publie.
To this end I recommend a suitable building, fire proof, and
complete in 4ll its appointments, where may be gathered, pre-
served, and exhibited these much coveted tressures. -

STATUE TO JUSTICE SAMUEL F. MILLER.

Not alone as warriors and chieftains are men and
bei cherished in the y of the peopl Wh?:::esplr:
left the body of the lamented Judge Samuel F. Miller, of the
fetﬂmimﬂuhdmm.md the nation mourned.

a young man he was the friend and a tee ¥
immortal Lincoln. mm-mmdwpsﬁnmdm
wus lowa's son, her greatest legal light, the peer of Chief
Justice Marshall. His pre-eminent ability was fully 1(‘
nited, and his great heart, mind, and soul, his strict :

il
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justice, his purity of character, shone forth to the world a
guiding light well worth observing. It has been suggested
that a bronze statue of him be placed in our state capitol, and
one in the capitol of the nation. I commend this to you and our
representatives in congress.

THE PUTURE AND EDUCATION.

But revering the past, and building monuments 1o its achieve-
ments, are not sufficient. We must keep our eyes on the future.
The keynote of Iowa's future greatness is education. Towa
must educate; all America must educate, or perish. We who
came to this state when schools were few and inadequate, and
when colleges and universities were unknown, who had to look
to life’s rugged school for our education, are in position to
appreciate the value of schools and colleges. As individuals
and as a state, we have in a measure labored worthily in the
cause of education. But there is much more to be done. It
must be done gradually, T realize, but we ought, as a state, to
keep constantly in mind some high ideal, and then strive to
approach it.

That ideal for Iowa, in my opinion, ought to be this: A
system of education beginning with the kindergarten, passing
upward through the primary, intermediate, and high schools: a
completed public school system, open to all and adequate for
all; thence upward again through normal schools, where
teachers shall be trained for the common schools, and ending
in the state university with a course of study comprehensive
as any on the continent. Co-ordinate with it, there will be
ample room for the colleges and universities of the various
denominations, which have done so much, and made so many
sacrifices, for higher education. I see no room for rivalries,
except healthful rivalries; whatever helps one institution
helps all. Nor would 1 forget the agricultural college at Ames,
where a technical, scientifie, industrial education ought to be
offered to the young men and women of the state on the most
generous terms possible.
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"The public school system should be enlarged and made more
comprehensive, until the children of the state can there obtain
such complete education as will fit them for any avocation or
busiiness pursuit.

NORMAL SCHOOLS.

"The State Normal school, so essential to the education and
iraining of professional teachers of high rank and scholarship,
welll equipped for the most efficient service in our common
schools, is worthy of your careful attention and of liberal
encdlowment. Our normal school facilities are grossly inade-
quate. About 18,000 teachers are employed in our TIowa free
schiools. We can not overestimate the importance of well quali-
fiecl teachers, nor the irreparable injury in deficient teaching
andl training of the youth of our land. Errors planted in virgin
minds are very difficult to eradicate. It is much easier to teach
correctly from the beginning than fo correct erroneous teach-
ing;. The normal school system ought, as soon as the state can
afford it, to be amply enlarged.

THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

The Agricultural college, so necessary for acquiring knowl-
edjze in agriculture and for the promotion of our agricultural
interests to the highest standard of systematic efficiency and
ecomomy, has proven an untold benefit to the state, and I doubt
nolt will meet with your very liberal encouragement.

THE STATE UNIVERSITY.

Oar State university has already atfained a very high
stamdard of excellence, but there is room for further develop-
memt. A great struggle is being made by its entire manage-
wment, and it has many difficulties to meet and to overcome.
“Th dings areinadequate properly to accommodate its
prosent attendance, and there are many necessities to be pro-
vided for that should by no means be neglected. This institu-
tion is deserving of your greatest consideration, and all its
rensonable wants should be met, so as to keep it fully abreast
with like institutions in other states.




10 INAUGURAL ADDRESS. [A2

STATE INSTITUTIONS,

While we have great reason to be proud of our excellent
system of state institutions, and the wise and humane provis-
ions made for our unfortunate classes: schools and colleges for
the deaf and blind; hospitals for the mentally disabled; homes
for the disabled and unfortunate veteran soldiers, and for the
soldiers’ orphans and other indigent children; industrial
schools for the wayward boys and girls; and penitentiaries for
the criminal classes; let us not forget that as the state grows
in population these wants increase in a like ratio, and pro-
vision must be made to supply them. Close attention must be
given in order to secure the highest standard of efficiency and
integrity in management, in strict compliance with humane
and sanitary requirements. Let us not be in the least forgetful
of any of these institutions, but take all due interest in seeing
that they are properly maintained, improved, and extended
commensurately with their necessities, in order that there be
no neglect in caring well for the unfortunate classes in lowa.

In this connection I may suggest that among the criminal

classes it would be in the interest of humanity and reform,
could an intermediate provision be made, between the industrial
or refurm school and the penitentiaries, for young men and
women and such others, not euntitled to become occupants of
the former, and who ought not to be sent to the latter. I will
notenlarge on this subject, but leave the matter for your serious
consideration.
THE NATIONAL GUARD.

At the outbreak of the civil war in 1861, the government
found itself dependent for equipped and drilled soldiers upon
the small and scattered forces of the regular army, and the
patriotic volunteers fresh from the fields, stores, shops, and
offices, unlearned and undisciplined in the art of war, The
nation learned from this the necessity for better provision in the
future, and the system of state national guards was established.

These organizations have Proven to be not only a valuable
acquisition as a reserve force to the regulars, but as conservators
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of the peace and good order of the several states. In
llowa we have one of the most efficient of these organizations.
It is composed of forty-eight companies, divided into twelve
loattalions, four regiments, and two brigades, made up—rank,
file, line, and field and brigade commands—of the best and
imost select men of the state, They have been educatod and
‘trained thoroughly in the latest approved army tacties, and in
accordance with the army regulations. These guards are gen-
tlemanly and orderly in their bearing, precise in their move-
'ments and drill, and as obedient, loyal, faithful, and efficient—
although enlisted and sworn into service and mustered with no
pay except the reward of patriotism—as if belonging 1o the
regular army, and regularly paid for their services.
justly proud of her national guards. They deserve well of the
state, and by a reasonable increase of allowance, to provide
them with knapsacks and some additionsl equipment and pro-
tection for travel and camp life, they can be made and will
become equally efficient, and as ready for nctive service in the
field us the regulars. Neither the nation nor the states have,
in my opinion, taken sufficient interest to inform themselves as
to the true value and importance of these national guards. For
that reason they have failed to appreciate properly and fairly
consider and recognize the unselfish and patriotic services so
graciously given at considerable sacrifice,

HIGHWAYS.

The question of good roads is one now being much agitated
and discussed in all the states. Good and substantial public
highways are not alone a great convenience, but a necessity,

d in adamthrat economy. May we not hope that
: mbe taken whereby a greatly improved sys-
o, in this direction.

RAILROADS,

1t is impossible mlbtn estimate the great advantages Iowa
has received through her vast system of railroads. There is

lowa is
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not a county in the state without railroad facilities. lowa has
within her borders about 9,000 miles of railroad, so located and
operated that farmers in every part have easy access to the
markets. These railroads have developed the resources of the
state in every conceivable way, and have been the most impor-
tant factors in promoting, building up, and advancing its growth,
wealth, and general prosperity. There is a community of
interests between the owners and operators of the railway lines
and the people of the state. Hach should study and respect
the rights and interests of the other. Muchof the prejudice at
one time existing between these two interests has been removed,
and we believe that the nearer the railroads and the people get
together, and learn to understand and respect the rights of
each other, the better it will be for both; and may we not now
rejoice in the belief that the day for this is approaching, if not
already here. It shall be the aim of the executive to advance,
as far as he may be able, such a happy state of affairs.

The railroad commissioners, now wisely selected by the vote
of the people, and of recognized ability and fairness, have done
much to bring this about, and I have not the least doubt will
continue to do much.

WATERWAYS,

The people are now looking to waterways as the great means
of cheap transportation, and to the utilizing of our lakes and
rivers by bringing them in connection with each other, so that
communication by water may be had from all parts of the Mis-
sissippi valley and east of it to the Atlantic seaboard. [t would
be next to impossible to estimate correctly the immense advan-
tages to be obtained by securing this desirable result. The
American people are becoming thoroughly awakened to the
‘importance of these matters, The state of New York has
appropriated 06,000,000 for the deepening and otherwise
improving of her canal system. The Pittsburg canal, to con-
nect the Ohio river with Lake Erie, is being rapidly constructed.
The Chicago drainage canal, now approaching completion, will
be sufficient for the passage of large steamers from Lake
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Michigan tothe Illinois river; and the Hennepin canal, when com-
pleted, will connect the Illinois river from La Salle with the
Mlississippi river at the mouth of Rock river near Milan, in the
vicinity of Davenport, Iowa. The length of this canal will be
leiss than one hundred miles, and it will be the most direct and
best connection. to be made between the Mississippi and Illinois
rivers. The people of Towa are deeply interested in the early
completion of this canal. Noother means can so readily afford
our entire state cheap trausportation to the Atlantic seaboard.
If; is only a question of time until it will be completed, but time
iss & question of great moment, when this matter of cheap
transportation so materially affects our commercial interests,
and that of the producers and shippers. To this end, I recom-
miend that our desires be made known to congress, throngh our
sienators and representatives, that a sufficient appropriation
miay be made for the early completion of this great waterway.

THE LIQUOR QUESTION.

One of the greatest promoters of crime is found in the indul-
gence in the use of ardent spirits. Its serious consequences are
si2en and felt most in the homes of the poor and the unfortunate.
Too frequently, fathers, husbands, and sons, whose daily earn-
ings, necessary for family support, are squandered in the
sitloons, and instead of bringing love and sunshine earry dark-
ness and eruelty to mothers and children. The home, the most
siicred place of all things earthly, is thus transformed into a place
off wretchedness. If this evil can not be prohibited it should be
controlled. The people of the state of Iowa are behind no other
people in the nation, or in the world, in their purpose and desire
to cultivate and maintain the highest standards of temperance
un&mm To this end the people, at a non partisan election

0 mm- expressed their wishes at the polls in

towvor of amending the constitution of the state, which finally

rissulted in the passage of the prohibitory liquor law. This law
has been enforced in strong temperance disiricts, but has been
inoperative in those districts in which a majority has been
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opposed to the law. The question has long been one of serious
discussion, and the majority of the people, being anxious tosecure
the most favorable results, pronounced in favor of the Awmerican
doctrine of local self-government and relegated the question to
the representative districts. The Twenty-fifth General Assem-
bly, to preserve prohibition in those localities where it could be
made efficient, and to control the traffic in the other localities,
enacted whatis knownas the muletlaw. Thatlaw hassince been
in force, and upon information I believe is giving reasonable sat-
isfaction, still leaving the prohibitory law undisturbed in locali-
ties where it is preferred.

At the same session of the legislature preliminary steps
were taken for the resubmission of a prohibitory amendment to
the constitution. These questions wiil be before you for your
earnest consideration, and I doubt not will be determined by
you in the exercise of wisdom and in sincerity as the chosen
representatives of the senatorial and representative districts,
and with all due regard for the wishes of your constituents,
keeping in mind the welfare of the state.

TRANSIENT VENDORS.

The importation into the state of goods, wares, merchandise,
and other chattel property by transient vendors is becoming
so prevalent as to warrant legislation necessary to protect the
rights of resident business men. These wares are brought in
by parties who are not residents, nor do they intend to become
such. Such vendors remain for an indefinite period to dispose
of their property at preteaded bankrupt prices, in competition
with the established business classes who pay their taxes regu-
larly for the support of the state and counties. These vendors
enjoy the benefits of residents, free from taxation. The state
and the counties should secure the assessment and collection of
just and reasonable taxes from these transient dealers. I would
suggest that bonds may be required to secure such proper
revenue.

‘must be
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AGE OF CONSENT,

'There seems t0 be no valid reason why the consent of a
fennale minor should be legalized in the commission of an act
of moral turpitude that does not apply to business transactions.
Woman's virtue, the most sacred element of her nature, the
most precious jewel of her adornment, should not be weighed
in petty scales, to the advantage of the libertine or the passions
of the stronger sex. At least, not in Jowa, the state which
stands, or should stand, in the van of Christian civilization.
From a careful consideration of the subject I am of the opinion
thait the age of consent should be raised to eighteen years.

CODE COMMISSION.

'The last general-assembly created a commission of five men,
learned in the law, to reviseand recodify the statutes of the state.
This commission has completed its work, and its report will
comne before you for consideration. It is of vast importance,
affpcting as it does every interest in the state. This being the
cagie, I need not urge upon you to give it a thorough examination
and careful consideration.

Allow me to suggest that the laws periaining to contracts
should be made, so far as possible, to avoid techniealities, and
so simplified as to be within the comprehension of ordina.i-y
minds. If this can be done, much in the way of litigation will
be avoided, the work of courts and juries lessened, and the
burdens of taxation lightened.

NATIONAL QUESTIONS.

.As one of the great states of which this nation is composed,
Tovra has a right to speals, and her voice to be heard, both in
mmmd out of it, on all important questions affecting the
ndimlﬂinm vhether domestic or foreign. While there
fail o look after, and in the most careful and
libsral manner provide for, all the interests of the state, for its
development and growth in intelligence, wealth, and general
prosperity, we mustnotforget that our vast interests areclosely
interwoven with those of our sister states.
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As s part of the nation we must be ever on the alert to exer.
cise our best talents and business judgment, as & chief contrib-
ator to the molding of the natlon's policies for the elevation
and development of all the people, and for the fostering and
supporting of the interests of America and American cltizens,
To this énd, trusting to Amerioan statesmanship which looks
10 Americs and American conditions, sud to such policies as
are for the bist good of the Amarican people, lot us not deviato
from the path marked out by Washington, Hamilton, Monroe,
Jackson, Clay, Lincoln, Blaine, snd other (llustrious statesmen,
who clesred tha way, and placed slong it the signal lights of
the Amorican system of protection: in providing revenues
smple for the expenses of the government, by levylog duties
on fmports which come into eompetition with home produc-
tions; in seoing to it that our laboring \ntorests, which are

most important, are protected by such duties ns will at least
cover the difference bytween Wﬂmm;h

prosperous country we must provide and maintain s
ditions ss will enable the industrious working man 10 provide
eomfortably fur himself and family, to muke home life attract.
mmunm.mhumh&mmw <
ities for & wood education, and thelr proper advancement in

s capital 1s the true wnd only patron
Jabor and capital are so closely.
entirely mutual and should
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coosideration and protection in the spirit of impartiality
arid falrness.

The standard of labor should be, and is, an elevated one,
aiud is constantly being ralsed through the polent influence of
ellueation. The Ameriean lnborer should stand upon tho same
plane us his fellowman, and should never lower the standard
of manhood in the seoking or aven accopling the self-consti
tuted gusrdionship of the demagogue, who would designedly
fetter his hands or despoil him of his individan! judgment; the
resalt of which is to create disaffection and prejudios, promote
strife, and disturb the mutusl and honorable relations which
onght to axist botween labor and eapital.

To the end that these sound principles be cultivatod and
greatest protection be sccorded to the
: Ih purmittod to express the opinion
Anws should be strengthened, so that the
polalist, sud eriminal shall be excluded trom
of labor and disturbers of the nstion's

A  FINANCE.
nd stable currency 1 essontial to the safo aud sue-
d.mmmqaumpum i
.'Wmtufhw-ﬁahuﬁqﬁ.
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FOREIGN RELATIONS.

The stand taken by the president in favorof the enforcement
of the Monroe doctrine, as related to the disputed boundary
between British Guiana and Venezuela, I am glad to know, has
received the unhesitating and most cordial approval of the
patriotic people of all political parties. The immediate action
taken in both houses of congress, led by statesmen of the anti-
administration but now dominant party, sounded the keynote of
the true American policy. The grand chorus of American
voices is now heard in unbroken bharmony and with such per-
fect unity, throughout the western hemisphere, that all the
world must kuow, and England be well advised, that no further
British encroachments upon American territory will be tolerated.
It is the duty of the United States sacredly to guard and pro-
tect America and American interests to the fullest extent and
1o resist all encroachments ‘*by every means in its power,” The
instinet which prompted Christopher Columbus to brave all
dangers and face universally declared impossibilities in the dis-
covery of this great continent, and the seeds of patriotic and
progressive Christian civilization which followed in his wake
and were planted by our fathers in America's rich virgin soil,
have been productive beyond measure. The growth of liberty,
freedom of thought, and conscientious action, and the rapid
advancement of Christian civilization in America and the west-
ern hemisphere, show a very marked contrast with those of the
eastern hemisphere. Their civilization is European; ours
intensely American. We claim no right to enter upon or tres-
pass upon the territory of the eastern, and we interpret the
Monroe doctrine to be that they as Europeans have no right to
trespass or encroach upon the territory of the western. We
do not elaim that the Monroe doctrine is international law, but
we do claim’that it has long been declared a fundamental doc-
{rine of the American people, intended to be maintained, and
we do niot believe it is a subject for arbitration in which the
representative of any European power is competent to partici:
pate,
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The Monroe deetrine is asserted to prevent European powers
having afoothold on this continent, to enlarge their possessions,
or to comiuit any act of aggrandizement that may be construed
as a mepfce to American interests and the determined rights of
the American people, whether European governments consent
or not to Such determination. The honor of this great nation
and the perpetuity of this republican government are involved
in this momentous question. The time has come when this
question must be settled and the principle contended for
acknowedged. We hope this will be done peacefully, but, if
under the providence of Almighty God and in the interest of
liberty and justice it can not be so done, lowa is ready to
acquiesce in the determinafion of the nation for the defense of
its integrity and the maintenance of this vital principle, if
necessary- with force of arms.

THE SLAUGHTER OF ARMENIANS.

It has been frequently stated that England has stood with
the United States to represent the highest Christian civiliza-
tion. This being true, we had hoped that the poor Armenians,
who are being massacred by the vicious Turks, would be fur.
nished relief and protection by the interference of the Christian
nations of Europe, among which England was not only in posi-
tion, but in duty bound, 1o lead. A triple alliance was made, a
protest antated, any entrance through the Dardanelles made by
their warships, and Constantinople reached. But this seems to
have ended the matter, and the bloody Turks are being permit-
ted to continue their diabolical work. Some of the massacres
have taken place while the powers were represented in force at
mftanﬁlfmpla. and there lmunﬂbeen apparently any cessa-

on the partof the Turks in the wholesale slaughter of inno-

cent and mm Christians. The accounts given of the
g}l';'t::::ar:: anﬁ"-indmimmh;a slaughter of : t]'.lese .A.f-menian
e o th“sheutmdinwlm_ ‘gn e .jsﬁ-c&llﬁd Christian cw.iliza.tion
Chitation Deopis 6 BT tonh uman butc.hery of innocent
ican Christian civilizati el s

ion. Such a foul assault on Christianity
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and such inhuman practices would be of short duration on this

western homisphere. No boundary lines would suffice to stay
the onward rush of American soldiers for the protection of the

these unfortunate Christian Armenians. But she will do what
wantsof the poor and the starving who

may have survived and escaped the slaughter. Let not Towa
be found behind in sending food and clothing to these depend-
ent and perishing people.

CONQLU BION.

The past year has been to Iowa one of comfort and plenty.
tmnnhukﬂadtarﬁ.muﬂﬂluopcwm:whhhnmn
been blessed, and for the material growth in intelligence,
wealth, and prosperity, and the happiness of the state and her
people.

muwmuudhnp-mmwmm-wh-bh
wmmwmupdmmmmmwu
able o advance to still higher prominence; snd that this nation,
founded on the principles of liberty, freedom, and Christianity,
will continue even more rapidly it the development of intelli-
gamndot-ﬂmnﬂllmlu-uuawphm
‘and give thanks and wum-ﬁmmmm

. __@ihounlmtorﬂhpdmmdmmginmfuﬂns upon

. a8 & state and nation, these inestimable blessings.
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