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( BG . rs TOWA.
MAIN BUILDING AND MORRILL HALL, AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, AMES, IO0WA

TWENTY-SIXTH BIENNIAL REPORT

OF THE

Superintendent of Public Instruction,

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

Section 1583 of the Oode as amended by the twenty-second
general assembly gives the outlines of what matter should be
found in the report of the superintendent of public instruction,
While the present report aims to contain all that the statute calls
for, together with other information not expressly mentioned, and
to comment at sowe length on several topics, no effort has been
made to see how large a book could be gotten up under the cover
and excuse of being a report from the department, A report may
be valuable as much for what it omits as for what it contains. We
have therefore endeavored by careful selection and omission to
reduce rather than to swell the size of the present volume, and to
keep the same within a moderate compass.

Of the matter not actually required by the statute and yet of
sufficient interest to educators and the general public, may be men-
tioned the school exhibit of Iowa at the Columbian World's Fair
and Commissioner Jarnagin’s report on the same; the higher
schools in which Iowa teachers were educated; the college statistics
of the state, so far as reports were received, school honse plans,

arbor day, and low wages.

So far as this department offers suggestions or recommendations,
the discussion for such recommendations is offered where the subject
is treated, and a summary of principal recommendations made will
be found immediately following this introduction.

2




18 REPORT OF THE (B

SUMMARY O RECOMMENDATIONS.

In this place we give a brief summary of recommendations and
suggestions made in this report. We deem the first three the most
important as being very urgent and requiring certain and favorable
action on the part of the general assembly.

If the first recommendation is acted upon favorably, most of
those after the fourth may for the present be ignored, provided
the commissioners are authorized to engraft the recommendations
and other new features into their work.

The second and third, asking for appropriations, also need the
immediate attention of the legislature.

The recommendations are:

1. That a commission be appointed to revise and harmonize the
entire school law, with authority to engraft such new features as
seem advisable, said commission to report its work to the twenty-
sixth general assembly for consideration and adoption. See
comments on School Laws.

2. That section 8, chapter 167, Laws of 1882 be amended so as
to allow the state board of examiners £600 a year for expenses.
See comments on Board of Examiners.

3. That section 1, chapter 109, Laws of 1888 be amended so as
to allow the superintendent of public instruction $600 a year for
traveling expenses. See comments on Superintendent of Public
Instruetion.

4. That copies of the School Laws may be sold to teachers or
others than school officers at net cost to the state. See comments
on School Laws.

5. That the law should provide for two or three grades of cer-
tificates, requiring additional branches for the higher grades, and
that Civil Government he added to the present list at all events.

6. That a minimum age of eighteen for women and nineteen
for men should be preseribed as a qualification by law to make an
applicant eligible for a teacher’s certificate. See comments on
Licensing of Teachers.

7. 'That school buildings should not be made above two stories
in height; that separate outhouses be required for the sexes; and
that more effective measures be taken to prevent their demoralizing
defacements. See comments on School House Plans.

8. That the superintendent of public instruction be authorized
to have prepared at the expense of the state, school house plans to
be loaned to districts contemplating the erection of new houses.
See comments on School House Plans.
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9. That county superintendents be allowed, by & clear provision
of law, to have expenses and per diem paid for attendance upon all
meetings called by the superintendent of public instruction; and
that the office be taken out of politics. See comments on County
Superintendents.

10. That county superintendents be authorized to compel the
attendance of witnesses in appeal cases; also to employ a stenog-
rapher to take down and transcribe the testimony.

11. That some disposition be made of districts that fail to
maintain a school or an organization.

12. That certain territory not now included in any district
organization, be given such relief as will afford the residents thereof
the school privileges they desire, but which are now denied them.

13. That the authority of the president in independent districts |

and of president and subdirector in district townships relative to
expulsion of pupils be modified. For 11, 12 and 13, see comments
on School Boards and Distriets.

14. That the department of public instruction be authorized to
issue, or at least prescribe, all blanks, forms, records, books and
other matter used by school officers which may have to be consulted
in making reports. See comments on Reports.

If but one of the foregoing recommendations can receive atten-
tion, it should be the first, as, in onr estimation, it overshadows all
the others in importance.

9
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RURAL SCHOOLS.

The ungraded rural and the graded town school has each, within
in its own circle, certain elements of strength and of weakness, not
common to the other. The former when well managed appears to
develop more spontaneity and independence among its pupils,
Possibly other conditions contribute in some degree to this result.
Many of our rural schools are doing excellent work. But the groat
element of weakness is the incumbency of so many inexperienced
teachers and the frequent changes made. 1In fact the latter is per-
haps the outgrowth of the former.

To become more efficient, the rural schools must give teachers
greater permanency. If is no common thing to find schools em-
ploying an inexperienced teacher for the fall term, another for the
winter and a third for the spring. The wonder should not be that
so little is accomplished, but that anything is accomplished. Fre-
quent change is the bane of successful work in a school. Itis
already common to engage teachers in tawnsohoalnforapulod_ -
of a year at least, while principals and city superintendents m_ .
not infrequently assured of & two or three years' tenure. This gi
them stability and strength. Rural districts alone employ their
teachers from term to term, many of them having as many different
teachers an there are terms in the year. To say that they suffer
from such repeated changes is but uttering a common-place. Every
rural school conld and should employ the same teacher for at least

e year. This wounld go far toward improving their efficiency.

ﬁg;dhowoblhhﬂnt if they were required to make contracts for
- a year that they would be more carefal in their selection of teachers.

M_perhlpltlmiauhruwemayeverbeablatogeh It
' mﬂa time wlll come when much higher wages willlm
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are lead to believe they know, where profound scholars acknowl-
edge ignorance.

ngacinof proper apparatus and of qualified instructors is not the
strongest reason for criticising some of the too ambltmm.; schools.
A few studies fairly within the comprehension of pupﬂs.of the
high school age, pursued longer and more thoroughly than is com-
mon, will turn students out who know more in the-true sense of
this phrase, and will give them a better bent of .mmd gither for
business or for pursuing a collegiate course, than is done by scat-
tering their energies over a large number of branches. Sucha
course will tend to make real scholars.

The time spent in school should not be less, but st.muld be spent
on fewer of the heavy studies so as to do better work in those under-
taken.

Incidentally the duties of patriotism, good manners and moralf
can be inculeated in the hearts of the rising generation, and grati-
tude to God for His bountiful gifts.

These remarks apply in less degree to other gra(!ea, and to rural
schools. On the whole, in spite of some imperfections the schools,
both rural and town are doing a grand work for the state.

In 1892 the total expenditare in this state for schools, common
publie schools only, was $7,400,191. Doubtless no othar_ publie
expense is borne more uncomplainingly, and no other yields to
the state a better return. :

They need the strongest support, moral and financial, to place
them on a still higher plane. To secure this end let us have greater
facilities for training teachers for their work, better wages, rigid
exclusion by examination of the incompetent, and less change of
instructors.

Elsewhere will be found statistics of graded schools of three or
more teachers; also other statistics relating to high schools, nnmwl;g
of years in their course, and number of graduates, together wit
other information.

1808.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 27

COUNTY HIGH SCHOOLS.

It is to be regretted that only one county in the state has availed
iteelf of the provisions of sections 1697-1712 for the establishment
of county high schools. This is not so much because they fail of
support as because no effort is made to take the prescribed initia-
tory steps. We are disposed to think if more attention were called
to the law and its provisions better understood, other counties
would soon take steps looking to the establishment of a county high
school.

The one now organized at Panora, Guthrie county, is giving
such excellent results as to deserve special mention. The rural
schools surrounding are reaping the benefit of this high school in
the number of better trained and better qualified teachers employed,
who have had the advantage of attendance in this school, and who
would not have attended a normal school.

It has now a total of 138 graduates ard an annual enrollment of
225. The expense of running it nine months, including fuel,
repairs, salaries of teachers and janitor, is $4,500. Tt has a most

graduates are received into any of the colleges of the state in the
regular courses, being admitted into some of them on advanced
standing.
~ Below is given additional information taken from the catalogue
for 1803;

BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

R IO < 5> 5o 6555 o3 45 v'ans o xa TRAS R BVE S wae b 8254 Guthrie Center
BIREE BEARES. <. oovaoviseiiinisnotssvuanobbnnsbonts sodusorensos Wichita
IR TR . « o 45« vonins avens suehmorshnswbsrhspaganeesicbovensnns Erastus

O D EWERS... . .oooovnvunrinirinnnrsnreiasnans te AT R O Bagley

e T NS 1 T LR o BN Stuart

% TR TR e W R P L T o e Panora

excellent school library of 631 volumes, has a laboratory, and its
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Svper. L. M. SwisprLeg, Guthrie Center .........-000 A e President
G, J. MARIS, WHEhIEA . s vvsivirsioriarssnssastassssasonssnsasassane Sacrelary
G. M, REYNOLDS, PADOTR. .« ¢ csuctoaviins shnassnse soassssnasssss Treasurer
PRINCIPAL.

A. W. McPuerson, A. M.,

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL.
Mus. A. W, McPHERSON.

ASSISTANTS.
Miss JANET COWAN.
Miss E. Anice DILLEY.
Miss Jaxer WrLsox,

The Guthrie County High School was organized in 1876 under
section 1697 of Towa Laws.

The purpose of its establishment was to provide a place where
those who have completed the course in the’district and town
schools may further pursue their stndies. Many have taken advan-
tage of the opportunity here offered who otherwise would never
have extended the narrow limits of their rural school acquirements.
The expense incurred by attending school at a distance is often
such as to prove an insarmountable obstacle.

With this idea constantly in mind, the board of directors has
from time to time provided such courses of study as seemed best to
supplement the varied attainments of those who seek advancement
here.

Experience has shown that a very large per cent of those who
attend here are desirous of fitting themselves for teachers in the
district schools of this and adjoining counties. This justifies the
most painstaking efforts in their behalf. To this end classes are
always open for the study of reading, spelling, arithmetic, English
grammar and composition, United States history, physiology,
political and physical geography. These classes are always under
the care of teachers whose education and experience justify the
belief that they are competent.

Remembering how prominent in the minds of those who estab-
lished the school was the idea of improving the county’s teaching
force, it has been the earnest effort of those in charge to do all pos-

sible for earnest workers who have earnest teaching in view. A
teacher needs, first of all, a thorough knowledge of the sabjects
tanght. Special training in methods and familiarity with *“ways

1898.] SUPERINTENDENT OF FUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 29

zfﬂl:;st teachers” will be but a sorry substitute for this thorough-
The first duty, then, of the instructor of prospective teachers i
thoroughly to drill them in the matter which they in tumc:,mtl;
present to their pupils. But there can be only disappointmerrft i
store for those who, having but the poorest and most im :erfe“:
attainments, come seeking to qualify themselves in a few we}nka l:
some shm:t-cut study of methods to do aceeptable work as teachersy
\ There is open here an opportunity to those who wish to impmﬂ;
it nf] spmildmg r‘ho time at their disposal, upon snch studies as may
;1:;5 t:i-:ae\;e:;;:;tth teachers who have made a specialty of the sub-
Whenever instruction in agogy is
capable of receiving it, such g::eirt%cgc{n wli;l(;nlif:tgitil:how e’
Guthrie County High School offers to all who de'vaire it such
course of study as will, when completed, admit them to the clauica?
course of any college in the state. The standing of those who have
gone from here to Grinnell, the State University, Simpson, Cornell
and other colleges in the state fully justifies this statement.!

EXPENSES,

Thition is free to all residents of the coun i

ty. Non-resid
pay two dollars a month. Good board nndylodg-inzr::xyeng
obtained for $2.50 per week. SBome have obtained board even
cheaper; others have rented rooms and boarded themselves. There

are no incidental expenses—no ;
board and books. expense of any kind except for

CONDITIONS OF ADMISSION.

Applicants who hold & teacher’s certificate, o '
school diploms, are admitted to the first year cm: ::x::o:xtm
ination,  All other applicants will be examined for admission. If
any come prepared to take adyanced standing they will be allowed
to do so, upon passing satisfactory examination in the common
branches.

COURSE OF STUDY.

< g SENIOR YEAR.
. erm, Spring Term.
Geometry. Plane Trigonometry or Political Econ-

¥ . nm."
m-. E'P“ﬂ . Cicero,

Rhbetoric. English Literature.
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Algebra (finished).
Cumosar.
Natural Philosophy.

American Literature,

Algebra.
Latin Reader.
General History.

Arithmetle,

REPORT OF THE {B1

JUNIOR YEAR.
Geometry.
Virgil.
Chemistry.
American Literature.

SECONXD YEAR.

Algebra,

Gate to Cwmsar.
General History.
Botany.

FIRST YEAR.
Arithmetie.

English Grammar and Composition. English Grammar and Composition.
Physiology.

United States History.
Reading,

Physical Geography.
Civil Government of Iowa.
Reading.

1908.)  SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION., 31

STATE UNIVERSITY.

The university being part of the public school system of the state,

it will be in place to devote some space to it in addition to the

report made to this department by the regents. The items of this
report and the comparison of the support by the state with that of
similar institutions in other states will be found in their proper
places, and contain information somewhat startling, if not humili-
ating. The report of the regents and that of the president deserve
a careful reading by every friend of the university and all having a
pride in keeping the state abreast with its neighbors in its higher
edueational progress.

An inspection of former reports will show that the university
has steadily increased in popularity and number of students. If it
asks more than formerly it is because its needs are greater, having
outgrown its early equipment. New departments have been organ-
ized to keep abreast with other universities. Laboratory and sem-
inary methods have been introduced where formerly only w
and recitation methods prevailed. Its graduates are )
w m“d, showing that the work of the university is moogaihed

It has required of its students more and more

miﬂ hwnﬂéuﬁon. Its aim has been to give a practical educa-

2 tion, make scholars in the true sense and to build up a school of

w the state should be proud, so that our young men and
W need not go beyond its borders for collegiate training.

- Asamember of a committee of the board of regents, it became

tqmﬂaweak in inspecting the work of the university
rooms. It was our privilege to report almost uniformly

" Find thorongh instruction in all the departments visited,
'*ﬂ as the meager equipments in some departments will
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A feature that will strike every person familiar with what a class
room ought to be, is the lack of commodious, well lichted and well
ventilated rooms. Many are not only cramped and uninviting,
but entirely too dark and dingy—unfit quarters for the uni-
versity of a great state. But they are simply as good as the reve-
nue of the university will permit. The growth of the school has
compelled its officers to ntilize undesirable rooms for class pur-
poses, with little effort at making them attractive. There are
needed absolutely more and better rooms, so that some mnow
used as class rooms may be abandoned.

Friends of the university view with mingled feelings of pride
and regret that several of its able professors have received and
accepted calls to other universities. It is a matter of pride in that
the university has developed professors of such pronounced ability
as to attract the attention of other schools seeking talent, and a
matter of regret that the board is unable to pay these men the same
salaries as are offered elsewhere, and thus retain them at home.
Several professors, strong in their specialties, have left to accept
more remunerative positions in other states. Others are likely
to do the same in the near future if the board is not enabled
to do as well by them as other universities are ready to do. It will
be unfortunate for the university to lose their services.

The time has come when all the educational institutions should
be put upon a permanent footing. It is not certain at any time
now whether the boards of these institutions can maintain them
beyond the current biennial period. They dare not make plans for
the fature, for possibly no appropriation will be granted and the
schools be compelled to close. They are dependent for their very
existence upon the appropriation from period to period. It should
be otherwise. A permanent endowment, or tax levy, for each
school, sufficient to maintain it, should be made to insure its con-
tinuance irrespective of further action by the legislature. The
‘boards might in some instances economize sufficiently from the
allowance to provide for the erection of new buildings therefrom.

Aside from the above reasons for adequate permanent support,
the friends of these institutions wouald then be relieved of ‘the dis-
agreeable and humiliating necessity of appearing before each gen-
eral assembly in the capacity of special lobbyists and begging for

‘that which should be granted for the honor of the state, unasked.

: ~ There should be no need of these special labors to obtain appro-
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priations sufficient to live on. Unwilling as they are to appear in
such capacity, they feel that the interests of their schools must be
presented to secure recognition.

There are given in this connection the statistics of Towa colleges
8o far as reported to us, on blanks furnished by the department for
this purpose. A number of colleges did not return the blanks. The
informationy given is collected by the U. 8. Commissioner of Edu-
cation, but is not published so far as to be available, till about three
years later, when it is too old to be of value. As published here it
i8 fresh, being reported for 1893.

A
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SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

A distinguished author has said, “If you will let me make the

songs of the nation, I eare not who makes the laws.” Herein is a

truth the power of which should be known to every parent, teacher

and school board. The song has ever been a wonderful avenue for

reaching the child’s heart and affections, thus operating as a pow-

= 4] erful means for moulding and keeping him in right thoughts and
. ‘ right actions. Is there any reason why words in prose and rhyme
should not be as influential in character-making as words in song?

Every adult realizes that the stories of his childhood are still

: with him—they ean not be forgotten. In how many instances have
these stories furnished the key of action for future usefulness and

A ' L4 energy.

PR

-

As children are so readily influenced, and are so wonderfully
receptive and retentive, why not utilize every agency possible to
plant those thoughts that will afford them proper ideals of lifef
The child who does not have good intentions is an exception.
High and pure aspirations come to every child. With these con-
ditions a mistake is made if every opportunity possible is not given
him to maintain his natural tendency to pure aspirations.

It requires far less effort to keep a child right than to reform
him after he has gone wrong. He is most easily and effectually

.

- Reading matter may be classified as good, bad and indifferent.
‘While the latter may mark the boundary line between the good and
~ thebad, yet its very passiveness marksitasinjurious. Reading which
~ does not stimulate thought (o delve into the realms of legitimate
on, reason and reflection is merely a time server, and does
material for weaving into a strong moral character. Per-
reading matter is flooding every avenue of our social life.

influenced and controlled by his reading and mental employments.

1893 | SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 371
The burning question of the hour is how shall

. L we meet and -

:nily cgt_mteract the noxious influence of the great atrea:nl:fuclf:::

ul reading matter, constantly flowing out to ey o :

of our civilization, = ; A

Meantime legislation aiming to re i

] le : press the evil can accompli
a htt!a. Positive legislation aiming to assist in putting :«j::dulllltz;ih
ture into the l.la.nda of the youth can accomplish more, largely in
the proper guiding of the young as to what they shall read :nci the
sppllcatm.u of the remedy lies mainly with onr schools 'nnd the
po;eru directly controlling them. '

ur common schools have a work to do be '
) yond the daily exer-
cises generall i i ' dai
mem.ge #lly measured in the compass of six hours daily confine-
It is to lead the young away £ i ici i
. y from reading vicious literature b
placing that which is wholesome before hj .
desire for that only. s L
lmd‘l‘hmlha:heome to be a necessity, and all matter needed should be
tl;m m.jl:i e hands of' pupils as property of the district in which

y e In many instances this will be a compensation to the
pupil, for we would give him reading matter to which he is enti-
tled fmd which his home does not provide.

Kmdergarte-n instruction and manual training have taken a per-
manent place in our school system for the reason that home does
not afford these features, and they are necessary for the more thop-
ough and practim.! development of the child. |

The complaint is not made that our young people do not read,

nor that an abundance of good reading matter is not provided.

dwiﬁad;udthmheqmm. | moperly sattrolled no
Derverting their taster | N ooy speaking, is responsible for

broadcast spreading of improper printed matter.

~,The range of books should be such that initiating the child with

mmmd nursery legends, he will unconscious!

Liordiige ; 2 y step into the
m history which will open its dyors so invitingly that a
mm'wﬂlhomudwhov.mmﬂhingofdm
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PUPILS’ READING CIRCLE.

Hardly less important is the work of the Towa Pupils’ Reading
Circle. [t is under the management of experienced and earnocst
teachers. Through them the influence of the school is carried into
the home in the selection of choice and wholesome reading.

Any influence which serves to keep children from reading vicious
literature, by interesting them in that which is good, is to be com-
mended. It cultivates in the young a taste for the best reading as
‘they grow up, besides increasing their store of information.

Its aim and work cannot be better explained than by giving the
course selected and the accompanying circular by the secretary:

TO THE TEACHERS OF I0WA.

Booxe, lowa, October 25, 1804,

Fellow-Workers :—To you, standing at the beginning of another year's
duties, the Pupils' Reading Cirole brings greeting.

Refreshed and invigorated by vacation, stimulated by attendance at
institute or summer school, you are prepariog to do better work than you
have ever done betore,

Back in your schoolroom, studying the children who have come to you
for instruction, you resolve that your work with them this year shall be real
education, the bringing out of the best that is in them.

To this end you are thinking and planning ; you are reaching hither and
thither for the things that will aid you in putting about them the best influ-
enees.

This is & noble ambition. The Pupils' Reading Circle asks to share with
you in its realization. It, too, isready for a new year of work. [t has now

some age and experience of which to boast, and comes to you with better

organization, more members, a wider appreciation, and a richer offering of
books, than at any time before.

The books first selected by the board and arranged for the nine years'
reading have proven in every way acceptable: Their good style, range of
subject, and cheapness commend them to all; and the thousands of our
pupils who are reading them know that no mistake has been made.
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But we have thought best to enlarge the course for the high'grades, and
have added to the list two masterpieces of English prose. To the eighth
year, selections from ““The Sketch Book,” by Washington Irving; to the
ninth year, “‘Ivanhoe,” by Sir Walter Scott.

The course does not require the reading of two books for one year; it
gives a choice, The reader may read both or either, and so do the full
year's work.

There is a place in this circle for all of you. The city and country
schools alike offer a good field for effort. In cities where public libraries
offer books of all classes to the selection of the reader, how important to
arouse in the child » taste for that which is true and pure?

And in the couniry where books are fewer and not so easily obtained, it
is even more important that their few be the best.

Superintendents and principals, are your schools well organized? Are
most of the pupils rending the course and feeling that they are a part of the
great band of readers?

Supply your eircle with a good leader and set it to work. Cultivate
enthusiasm; it is a power. :

Read the books yourself. Let the children see that you care, and they
will care. It will not take long to set a school ablaze with interest.

Do not merely tell the children about the eircle and pursuade them to
read the books, and then say no more about it. Be thoroughly in earnest.

Make use of the accessories. Wear the badge yourself, and see that all
the members wear it. See that the membership cards are given out. Dis-
play the completion certificates. Use all lawful means to make the work
move. And *‘Be not weary in well doing.”

For the benetfit of new teachers, who may not be familiar with the plans
of the circle, some repetition may be allowed.

‘This cirele was organized in 1801, by a committee uppointed by the State
Tenchers’ Association. A board of directors was chosen, a course covering
nine years was laid out, one book to be read each year.

Books were carefully examined, and the ones now in use were chosen,
suiting best in all respects.

A card of membership is issued for each year; and when the course is
completed a handsome certificate, signed by the county director, is given.
A beauntiful badge is given to each member. _

Already forty-five thousand children of Town are enrolled as members of

- this cirele. We want your pupils to join them. Will you help them ?

~ Work now, while the year is new and the children are easily interested.
© For further information address the secretary,
GEO. I. MILLER,

Boone, lowa.
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COURSE OF READING.

GRADES.
Secand Year, or Socond Reader Grade,

Third Yenr, ot Third Reader Grade,

Foaurth Yesr, or first
Lo 2, Grndh balf of Fourth

Pi{zl'h; “it‘;né or -.woml half of Fourth
8‘3 th Year, or first half of Fifth Ruder

S«vunth Yoear
¥ 0:. or seoond hslf of ¥ mh

Eighth Year, or Advansed Grade,

Ng:th ‘I:ur. or Preparatory High Suhool

For Mamorizing, Peasles’s Graded Seloctions,

; ‘ BOOKS,
rands |
; :iu-ll;n:arlj?lhl s and Fur,
* Grandfuther's Storjes

Price, 27 conts,

{ I?:il;ngilumrr:,::umln and Thelr Wil Kindred,

E
{ p:'jfiwgln;':«:;ﬂhl Book In Amerionn History,

{ #:r:rgﬁ:]tnnmren of Water, Lund and Ajr.

{ Bt gl ot Lana.

T e
Price, 20 cents,

Ru Gr;:t Events in History,
Spott's Iunhm
loe, 50 conts,
Price, 50 conts,







LICENSING OF TEACHERS.

Perhaps the most important duty of the county superintendent,
if not the most important performed by any school officer, is the
examination and licensing of teachers. Upon him depends whether
fit persons only are authorized to teach, and by the word fit we
mean scholarship, ability to instruct and manage wisely, sound
character and correct habits, or at least not grossly incorrect. Gen-
erally speaking, candidates are examined ouly as to the first of the
above gualifications. Those who have never taught cannot be sat-
isfactorily examined as to the second. The examiner can assure
himself that the applicant is of a ripe enough age to give assurance
of proper maturity of judgment, and get a superficial knowledge of
the same from the tone of his replies. If the candidate has tanght,
the examiner can have measured this part of his qualifications by
inspection of his work and by general reports.  As to what consti-
tutes sound character and correct habits there is much difference of
qpinlon. Things that one considers entirely eonaiatsntwieh -
aracter and habits, find no toleranee in the eyes of ano
- name some of these habits would be easy but would serve
Eéwmdidntum mjemdwhomqhﬁta

; ‘ dontmothelpfulu
:,im-himtu m}qeli an applicant because of

the lines are so vaguely drawn and proof
; Mmmdﬂmﬁt@mhah It would
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knowledge of unfitness in any way beside that of scholarship he
ought to withhold the certificate, and if he has uncertain informa-
tion concerning a candidate’s moral or professional fitness, he
should make it certain by inquiry before issuing or refusing to
issne. He should satisfy himself that the doubtful candidate is a
fit person to stand before the young as an instructor and guide. A
vicious, immoral pereon has no business to hold such a position,
and no board should be misled to give him an opportunity to do so
by his holding a certificate,

In the grading of examinations there is great difference in prac-
tice. This cannot be otherwise so long as papers are marked by
so many different minds. Because of hasty and loose reading, or
the greater latitnde allowed, the 85 per cent grade given by one
may, and often does represent no more than the 70 per cent by
another. On this account teachers who wounld be rejected in one
county, wonld have no difficulty to pass in another on the same
papers. This inequality might be corrected by having a state
board of examiners which should prepare all questions and grade
all papers, the county superintendent conducting the examination
in his county, transmitting the papers, and granting the certificate.
This is done in some states. ‘

In this state questions are prepared in this department for six of
the monthly examinations and sent to each county. Most of the
county superintendents make use of these lists, though it is optional
with them. The superintendent of public instruction in fifteen
other states prepares all examination questions, and in ten states
the state examining board prepares them.

The law does not provide for different grades of certificates. It
simply determines in what branches a teacher must be qualified to
receive a certificate. Under our statute a certificate is a certificate,
and is made neither more nor less by having first grade or second
grade printed on its face. The grading of certilicates is purely
arbitrary with each county superintendent. Some issue two
grades, others three, based on the per cent obtained on the same
branches and same questions.  There is nothing in the law to pre-
vent granting a fifth grade certificate or only one grade. The
number of grades should be preseribed and should not exceed
three. The branches required should not be the same for all. The
gecond grade should require all that is necessary for a third, and
‘some additional branches, and for a first grade still other addi-

tional studies, with preference and calling for greater proficiency

R

1808. | SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 47
in the lower branches than for a third
civil government shonld be required to en%ij:[l:et-eacAhe::?wledga'Uf
cate. This branch should be added whether the law i ; a.f.:erhfi
other respects or not, S
We renew the recommendations mad
a minimum age should be preseribed b; lt)gaoﬁeg:ﬁ?s:s Bfmr?: g
ing teufzhers. This age should be eighteen or nineteen (:;I e
some d}ﬁe:-ence between men and women. The snperin;e d()wmg
pubh(': instruction for the past fifteen years has instrnctadn i
superintendents not to issue certificates to men under ninete?unty
to women under seventeen, but not being a statutory roviI:s'nOr
gome super-intendeuts have ignored these instructio-ns pIn tlim!
eases, candidates under age, or their friends, have .rease:l) t:i]er
county superintendent and this department to relax tlfn)e rule 13
make exceptions in their favor. A legal provision, fixing a ?D-
mum age, would relieve all concerned of this press:ire wfuldml::l-
protection to the superintendent in rejecting those to:} youn a::il
Wt_mld be more easily and surely enforced. The reasons for mgkir:
this raco?lnntfndatiun are that persons are found to pass the te::hnE
cal examination who yet lack that maturity of mind and judgment
:e&e::ar}:t;n _the successful management of a school, and which
0 with riper years. i
o ﬂa'e.p'e: y Fifteen states have fixed by statute a
In 1892, there were three thousand nine hundred and twenty-eight
teachers who had less than one year's experience. This is{:eafl
twenty per cent of the number of different persons licensed ang
not quite one-fourth of the number necessary to ill all the schools
once.  Of this number, three thousand five hundred and sixty-two
are reported as having no experience whatever. A number
approximately equal to this doubtless quit teaching the same year,
The men to enter more remunerative and more permanaﬁt worlr
the women to marry and establish new homes, Y
Since this large annual infusion of inexperienced teachers, the
majority of whom have had no professional training, is likeiy to
continue IEIIJ]OEB conditions arise which will induce more men to fol-
low Eeacl:mg as a life work, the aim must be to exclude the immature
and incompetent. In spite of all precantions some unqualified per-
sons will get into the teachers’ ranks, but their number should be
n_uda as small as possible by refusing them certificates and by
farther care on the part of school boards when employing. There
are few places where so much mischief can be done as in the sehool
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room by improper or unqualified teachers. :l‘oa.chera shoula jhave
clear heads, clean hearts and broad sympstl.ues. de.
A literal construction of the lI:;.v:«l ra;p:llre:t :th;a:niv:;{ t?:ving
i i i lie schools of the
intendingto teach in the pub ! e s
tial from the state board of examiners, my 2
i gﬁvctnl;ga:u;zty superintendent of the county in wh:ch thfa appli
~ t wishes to teach. This sometimes works a humt'hatmn if n?t a
;2MMp when the superintendent acts stri:;tl{ on tln-a eo;st;:oct:); l
: ifications and successful experien
E“‘:fr:::hl?:zt‘ﬁdgc;q:imd to take emmiqation every year.
m;t should be permissible for a county :{upenntend?ut to ratn:aﬂ!::
certificates, on payment of the legal f;slc, without ;xl:enl:il:v:hgty bz
| professional teachers, if he has reuon . i
:t::t::c::::;grar:ljed. And with more uniformity in grading papars,at h::
ghould be proper for a county superinte;ndent tci: do ﬁ:::.cl ':::;e'wniﬂ.
diseretion for teachers from other counties holding :
m:‘spocimeu list of monthly exam_inatiou questions pm t:?:
sent to county superintendents is given below. It is i.a i
ber list of 1893 in all branches but arithmetie, which is from

February list.
PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS

Des Moixzrs, Towa, Baptombe.r. 20, 12:3.
(Every applicant is raquir;d :u ss;:{ an examination fee of one
dollar. See section 1769, 8.
( Any violation of the promises you make in answer to 7 will be sufficient

ithhold your certificate.)
3 ‘:. Giveyyour name, age, postaffice address, and slate the number of terms

taught.

recefved? Pl
have “attended and
::. mm-t' MWMMWOHM ’l::c you? Have yow read them; and what

o What educational journal do you lake? -
~ class mqm.ﬂommm_ el :
g. nmﬂ. "'m"'of e neither to give nor o receive ‘aid during this examin-

2. m:wumsnmmw.awhormmm
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The first seven questions refer to the above selection.

L. Seleet the subordinate clauses,

2, Select three adverbial clauses.

3. State to what part of speech each of the
(1) that (in the first line);
(h) strong.

following belongs-

4. Select & verb (1) in the potential mode, (2) in the infinitive mode,
5. Parse in.

6. Give syntax of (1) which; (2) its.

7. BSelect two verbs in the passive voice,

8. Define 8 personal pronoun.

#. Name three nouns that have the sar

me form for both numbers.,
10.  Write two senlences, one having the verb in the

progressive form
and the other in the passive form or volce.

HISTORY.

1. (1) What did Columbus expect to find by sailin
(2) Why were the inhabitants called Indiansy
(8) Why was the country called Ameriea?
¥. How was our country governed before the Revolution?
8. By what treaty was the Revolutionary war ended, and what were the
most important points in that treaty?
4. What was the enuse of the second war with England? How did this
war terminate?
5. What two natiopal
the Rebellion?
fi. Mention the leadin
onization of (1) Massach
land, (5) Georgia.
7. Give a brief ncoount of the acquisition of Alaska. In what import-
» Mot respects is this territory valuable to the United States?

B What was done by Napoleon LI, upon this continent, during our
civil wart How did the

& wost from Europe?

questions were permanontly settled by the war of

& motives which actuated the ploneers in the eol-
usetis, (2) Pennsylvania, (8) Rbode Island (4) Mary-

United States government carry out the principles
of the Mouroe Doctrine? '

9. What important events are suggested to you by the following dates:
1492, 1407, 1620, 1782, 1763, 1776, 1780, July 4, 1863; April 9, 1865; April 14,
18651

10. Tell how lowa came to be & part of the United States, and give the
year of its admission as a state,

GEOGRAPHY,

1. State what is meant by the latitude and longitude of a place, and how

2. (1) Deline climate.
(2) What general law determines the climate of a place?

(8) State four conditions that may operate to modify the general law,
& lsarotation and a revolution of the earth identicalt If not how are

4. Define the following geographical phrases: Confluence of rivers;
contour of a country; diurnal motion; orbit of a planet; estuary of a river.
4

(2] which; (8) desponding; (4) hitherward
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5. From what part of North America do the following peninsulas pro-
ject, and by what waters are they surrounded? Labrador. Florida, Nova
Scotia, Lower California, Yucatan.

6. Name the three lowlands of Sou

each.
7. Locate the following commercial centers: Amsterdam, Vienna,

Halifax, Lisbon, Singapore, Liverpool, Manila, Mobile, Bombay, Capetown.
8 Name any trunk line of railway running whole length of lowa.
Name the terminal cities and any five cities or towns located between the

terminal cities,

0. Starting from the source of th
mouth name five cities that you wi
will pass, and the states by which you will pass on
respectively.

10. What historical facts may be taught in connection with the geog-
raphy of the following places: Philadelphia, St. Helena, Palestine, Cali-

fornia, Charleston?

th Americs, and tell whatriver drn.iu_l

& Missourl river and sailing toward its
11 pass, the states through which you
the right and left banks

ORTHOGRAFHY.

. How many elementary sounds are there in the English language?
How many characters are used to represent these sounds?

2. Give two rules for spelling that you have found useful.

3. What are compound words, and how may they be known?

4, What is phonie spelling. State some advantages to be derived from
drill in phonic spelling. .

5. How many sounds has th? Illustrate each sound by a word.

6. Write words in which you will make use of the following marks :
maeron, breve, tilde, dieresis, cedilla.

7. Give abbreviatious for the following : attorney, doctor of divinity,
the next month, the present month, take notice, justice of the peace, noon,
junior, superintendent, manuscript.

&, Divide the following words into syllables and mark accent ; lnmenta-
ble, industry, museum, isolated, maintenance, interesting, fatiguing, pre-

face, tiny.
9. What is a diphthong? a digraph? s trigraph? Write & word for each

in the order given.
10. Write five words, each illustrating & different sound of a.

READING.
1. Mention some of the different uses of emphasis.

2. State what different exercises or methods may be used in teaching

‘pupils to articulate distinelly.
8. What are the two chief characteristics of good oral reading?
4. What evils are to be chiefly guarded against in reading poetry?
5. Define modulation and give one illustration.
6. What is your test for a good lesson in reading?

- 8, Define pitch, rate, quality.

. Material into the eirculating system?

7. What Is your opinion of supplementary reading? What benefits
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s_ Reg‘l dln‘ a t“d'ug l!ﬁ!oﬂ ns n ‘t“d! in lilEl ltl“ L wllal tll'n.ﬂ’ are
(]

to be considered s
10. Name five books that you w

twelve and (ifteen years of e b raadwm recommend to pupils

between

PENMANSHIP,

1. What is meant by the fin
' ger movement?
2, In what way does good writing bulpol';nta
8. How would you begin the teac i
have just entered school?
4. Give the comparative bei
ghts of
6. Write the small letters in gmupqu:;rr::r
by which you would teach them, Place each
:. $riw the capital letters in the stme way
] s hat I8 the unit of measurement? What i.th
B v @ height of the extended
8. How do you secure legibili
ty and idityy
A, rapiditys
10.  Write the following stanzu as a spaeln{en of yo mans
Ll;{as of great men all remind us, iy o i
% & can make our lives sublime
o, depnfl.iug. leave behind us '
Footpriits on the sands of time,

The wrm movement
choal?

hing of writing with ehildren who

8t q.
lasses according to the method
group on a separate line.

FHYSIOLOGY, —Longfellow,

1. Locate the foll
Hyoldes, owling
2. Name four principal s
Gore
di‘:ﬁon. By what organ is m:l;t:;‘zh.;t, are mixed with the food for its
. By what means does the digestive system torn its

Give brief
4. Describe the formation and action :; the h(:::n tipian,

. Deseribe the brain. Name its di
; ! 4 . visions. W . -
mﬂ Name the three olnssos of nerves, and tallhl: llhl: office? Its sizer
ity s st ¢ hiofty Sond. : Wwhat part or parts of
! me rances 1o digestio :
By L kol s g6 G boart, o4 by Aleahol, and state what
5. What conditions oy (vacions of the sife.
et s io ml“”'}:o Lo poison the air of the school room when
perfaction of ventilution renched? o e prst g L6 " When is
supplied to each papil in a schoolroom uch fresh’ air por hour should be

0. Namet
1 he parts of the external and the internal ear. Tell how we

bones: tibia, clavicle, fomur, metaonrpal, Og

blood making

ARITHMETIC,

L. Give the signs : _
for the use of for the fundamental operations, and explicit directions

each,

2. Write in the form of an proper signs,
| . equation, using the pr
lf‘“lihmhrm in subtraction, the three In multiplication, na':::m

i

L
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3. Find the G, C. D. and the L. C. M. of I!}-‘!,lﬂﬂ %24, 308, A solution is
not sufficient. Reasons for the steps in the process must be given.
4. Write the following decimals:
(@) Nine hundred thousandths.
(4) Nine hundred-thousandths..
(¢) Nine hundred hundred-thousandths.
(d) Nine hundred nine hundred-thousandths.
(e) Nine hundred and pine hundred-thousandths.
(f) Nine hundred and nine hundred thousandths.
| ‘ {g) Nine thousand nine hundred ninety-nine hundredths,
| ; 5. Find the number of feet of lomber required to make a water tank
’ ; \ without cover, of two-inch plank, the inside dimensions to be 10 feet 2 inches

length, 8 feet 4 inches width, and 2 feet depth.
8. Bought 5% cords of wood at 24.00 & cord, but found the wood had

been cut8 inches less than 4 feet in length. How much reduction should
have been made from the bill*

7. A loaned B #345 from Jann
interest, at a time when money was bringing T%.
May 0. 1808, without interest, rates being then 6%,

helet A keep It in order to equalize favors®
%, By selling an 8-ounce loaf for 10 cents, when flour is #8 a barrel, a

baker makes 20%. What per cent profit does he make selling the same
loaf st the same price after flour has fallen to 35 a barrel? What weight of
loaf should he give for 10 cents to make the same profit as at first?

9. A note of #8625 was given June 20, 1885, Find the amount of this note

December 15, 1802, at 8% annual interest.
10. Find the cube root of 283.328; 2,883.25; 28 8928 238,598,

DIDACTIOS,
1. State advantages of a good program

2, What do you regard as the best met

moral instruction?
8. Name six incentives that may be used in securing the proper study

and preparation of lessons.
* 4, Discuss the Influence

1' 52
|
|
|

ary 17,1802, to February 24, 1598, without
If B shall loan A $280 on
up to what date should

i:odl of imparting and enforeing

of the school environments as an educational

foree,
5. What mental powers of the child are chiefly concerned in primary
schoal work? »
Should a teacher conduct the

6. Are recitations nocessary® Why?
udwﬂ'onwlth:hemt-bookiumd! Why?
7. Mention at least four important elements of governing power in a
teacher. Show the importance of each.
8. How can a teacher mpmmmmwucw
9. (1) What is the legal school age?
: mmmm.mmwwme
mmm::ﬁah!nhnmtbmd.'
= mmmmamammun
(5) Who takes the school census each year?
10, What powers have the electors

- teachers sufficient. Thus not ooly the schools withont teachers,

of any district when assembled at
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LOW WAGES,
It is with no feeling of pri that
pride that we
:m:il: ‘pi; ?E ;;f the stnte remained clos;ﬁl)‘;:‘,trllxirurrl schools in
u;&er :fj a ;;- tzte t;;nul time of opening because of ‘:;;a lweekg bt
- » No teachers would apply f L
;:::: for leg.mlanon. It .is one dr;fnin:ii:;h:!:mgﬂ]:a kS
mmduch lm the :adncatmn of their ehildren. In on e
B, e simmply ey & Hite thingh inabilty to ssoure
; mply means that persons com Sk |
ot o o Sl e Tt e
permanent in e; up other callings more remunerative & d —
i = aracter. It means that if our school i i
e Y toscha.ra' gnaliﬁed by training and b ‘ ﬂreﬁtlo“nbe
® oﬂe:ed MAPO;'lbll‘f}' of this work, greater eo{nl:)::l:ﬁog :
L nd more than this, the positions sh s
mo;:’ permanent. ould be made
¢ failare to have school in i distriots -
not measure the whole mischief m::n: :fn!mbermot 4  does
;:’ nnﬂ!da;: number of teachers, mpgrintandm:; in som IToohllinﬁ
wered the standard of examination, Finding th o Ry g’
teachers to fill schools having passed the Mvh:i“ n’wmmm
il::u mt established by many superintendents, and feel =
=R ac‘;PO? themselves to provide some sort of u mehehgf .
e 008, some of them look through the list of ol
' ow(;; than their customary standard to find addi:itmel
lbmm. ﬁ-m.'en, m:h reported that he had gone over the list threeu.
four time on a lower standard, before he conld ﬁ:;

bot many of i

oy "{m 'Zheo:e with teachers, because of their inforior qualifica-

tions, | - o suffer. In fact it would not be difficult to find

Mﬂ cates favoring no school at all rather than one in the hands

&:ﬂm pet?lnt and unqualified teacher, regarding the form )

the .I-arl revil. If, when the grade is kept up to a good m::r?
: ’
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competent teachers do mot apply for examination in adequate
numbers, the fault is not the superintendent’s, and he should neither
regard it his duty nor be held responsible to snpply every school
with some sort of a teacher. The fault lies elsewhere. It lies in
the conditions that induce the best teaching talent to seek other
fields of employment. One of these conditions is the low wages.
Low wages is one of the causes of continual change of teachers.
Continual change results in crippled schools and little progress.
Perhaps these conditions do not exist in less degree in other states
than in Tows, but this is little excuse for conditions that ought not
to be found anywhere.

We give on the question of teachers’ wages in Iowa a summary
of statistics gathered and compiled by J. R. SBovereign, commis-
sioner of labor statistics. They are from the report of the latter
for the year 1893, and were obtained from county superintendents
and teachers. We give also portions of the commissioner’s com-
ments.

According to the figures, the expenses of men teachers in rural
districts is $205.40 anpually by the average found, and of women
teachers $198.70. The average income of the former, as computed
from the reports of county superintendents for 1892, not separat-
ing rural from graded schools, is $298.30, and of the latter $243,16.
This leaves the munificent sum of $92.90 and $44.4G, respectively.
But this covers only eight months. They must find other employ-
ment the remaining four months or be in debt at theclose of the
year, unless supported at home free, as some are.

Comment is unnecessary. These schools are doing fairly good
work, as good as can be expected under the conditions. Until
these are changed they are not likely to improve greatly. Like
causes would produce like effects in other vocations.

TS,
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EXPENSES OF SCHOOL TEACHERS.
Towa can justly boast of her 16,000 public sec

tionally low per cent of illiterac‘y ampcmg hzrhggcl):;?(:l ; tg?:fx{i?}?-
other states, she cannot boast that her great army of ;:eacha;s re
adequately rewarded for the service they render. In fact, the av: :
age salary paid teachers in roral districts, the expense i;lcumbenrz-
upon teaching considered, is below the wages paid unskilled labor

and nowhere are the teachers of city and town schools paid salnrie;
eommensurat_e with salaries paid for equal ability and training in
othal: avocations. Of all the professions, that of a teacher in our
publie schools is the least remunerative, and hundreds of teachers
in this state would be compelled by want of the necessary means
of subsistence to seek other fields of employment, but for the sup-
port received from relatives or friends free of cost or at a nomingl
price. Evidence is not wanting to prove that the profession of
tmh:'ng in public schools is not self-sustaining, which, in many
counties of the state, has resulted in reducing the number of a.ppli-'
cants for schools below the demand for teachers, and the deficiency
snpplied only by a scaling downward in the standard of efficiency.

The primary cause of this decrease in the number of experienced

‘and efficient teachers, and the consequent reduction iffthe standard

of efficiency is low salaries. Correspondence between this depart-
ment and some of the older and more experienced educators in the
state warrants the statement that not only are teachers embarrassed
throngh want of necessary means to support themselves and meet
the progressive demands of the times on the salaries they receive,
but the efficiency of our free school system is thereby greatly

impaired.

By request of this department Prof. Amos Hiatt, superi
- By re : 1 : perintendent
of the East Des Moines public schools, in conjunction with some of

the principals under his jurisdiction, made a canvass of the assist-

ant teachers of the ward schools of East Des Moines for the pur-
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pose of collecting data showing the necessary living expenses of
said teachers, and his report to this bureau shows that mfnt of a total
of sixty teachers, not including principals, employed in the E'ast
Des Moines ward schools, not one is paid a salary ezfceedmg
$400 per year. In fact, all are paid less than $}.00. Th.eu- neces-
sary living expenses per year and salaries as farnished this depart-
ment by Prof. Hiatt are as follows :

= |8 |2 |

2 |8 . i

e |= . §

ClBS|< o E

% (83 ; 248

HAME OF 80HOOL. ° |5 |- ] ; 4

s iRl S | E| g B | S| %

2i35124| £ |2 |E| S |3 |3

EHED é" 2 = o ® =

Z%18%1g°| & |5 1l & | 8 lala
Aleott. ... i 1Y e 3 $4700,81.00 & 12,00/8 §0.00 $180.00(F m.mm&wﬁig
T e i el 8 Tsioo| 1i00| 12001 87.00| 140.00{ 170.00 m.w 0.9
Rremer.. rrrenenes veves 20l 5o00) 1,000 13.00 134.00| 219.00) 74.00 m.w $50.00
T i — 11| 4:00| 3:00| 10:00| 105.00/ 1A0.00| 104.00 ¥74.00| 04,50
DR = e ey al 4.00] 6,00/ 10.00] 100.00{ 160.00| 65,00 w.m 300.00
Curtts. 5| K.00{ 300 20:00 8500 145.00/ 85.00| $46.00| 390.00
Emerson. . ...... 5| 2.00| 1:00/ 8.00| 62.00( 103.00 128.00) 340.00) 371.00
Longfellow..... 11] 4,00 2.0 14.00 116.00) 176.00| 42.00| 354.00) 354.5)
i Faahe ;22| Cs) aioof 1.00) 19i00| 84.00) 208 00) 75.00] 300.00) 4343
WEDSEAr . oo o oo ieoers issnion.| 10/ 8:00| 6.00{ 19.00] 101.00| 195.00| 41.00} 380, i

POl AYErREE. . cvee. ... ..| 84,2018 50S 15.60/8 04.50/¥167.50]8 8, 50/8367  308300.11

The following tables show the necessary annual expenses of
teachers as shown by reports made to this department by county
superintendents and teachers. The cost of 1iv1ng_u.mreases and
decreases according to the grade of living, and the living expenses
of teachers is no exception to the rule. But other influences tend
to make a wider difference in the cost of living of teachers- as
shown by their reports, viz.: One teacher lives at home du.rmg
vaeation, and pays nothing for living expenses during t}mt time,
Another not gnly lives at home during yacation, but receives other
aid. Some teachers board at home while teaching, .aud others
board at home from Friday night nntil Monday morning of each
week while teaching, for which they pay little or nothing. Some
lady teachers hire their dresses made, others make their own
dresses and save the expense. In some cases teachers have to pay

aundry bills, in other cases their laundring is done at home and no
charge is made. Others do their own laundry wo::k. So.ma pay
oar fare to and from their schools, others pay livery hire, and
others are furnished conveyance to and from aeho?l by parents
‘or friends. One teacher is employed in a large city where the
demands of society make the incidental and other expenses high,
while another is employed in a small town where necessary
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expenses are much lower. The established customs of one school
distriet may greatly increase the expenses of a teacher, and the pre-
vailing customs of another reduce them. In some loealities teach-
ers’ meetings are held frequeatly and are quite expensive to
teachers attending them; in others they are less frequent and quite
inexpensive. The cost of books, journals, stationery, etc., varies
with the desire of teachers to advance in the profession and the
demands of the schools in which they teach.

In some connties, normal institutes are in session two weeks, in
others three weeks, and in a few four weeks; and in some cases
teachers reporting to this Burean charged the cost of board while
attending the normal institute to the general board account, and
others charged the expense of the books, stationery, ete., incurred
while in attendance at the normal institute, to the general expense
under that head. Many reported the cost of board and other living
expenses for the school year, which also varies in length from less
than six months in some localities, to more than nine months in
others, while other teachers reported the cost of living for an entire
calendar year. These and scores of other canses not mentioned
conduce to make the wide difference in cost of living to school
teachers shown by their reports given in the following tables.

No special effort was made by this department to collect data
concerning the salaries of teachers, such statistical information
being given in the advance sheets of the biennial report of the
State Superintendent of Public Instruction, extracts from which
will be found at the conclusion of the tables giving cost of living,
and will be found of great value in this connection for comparative
purposes. The reports from teachers to this department show the
average annual expense of male teachers in cities and towns to be
$316.59, and the expense of male teachers in rural distifiets, £205.40.
The average annual expense of female teachers in cities and towns
is ®300.15, and expense of female teachers in rural districts,
$198.70.

In compiling tables from the individual reports of teachers, all
items of expense not properly belonging to any of the accounts
given in the tables were excluded, for the purpose of making the
report conservative, and if possible show a margin of profit to
teachers in our public schools. None of the extraordinary expenses
of living, such as medicine and doctor bills during illness, contribu-
tions for church, for charitable and social purposes, cost of attend-

Jance at lectures on educational and scientific subjects, ete., are

P g
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. . included in the cost given. Many teachers reporting gave the [SSRAATSIRASEIRCIARR BRI IRSSSN
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EXPENSES OF TEACHERS—CONTINUED.
WOMEN.

ANNUAL EXPENSES OF TEAUBERS IN RURAL D8
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INSTITUTES.

The number of teachers enrolled in normal insti i
nstitutes in 1892
was 18,975. The total expenditure for institutes was $520,855 o}
which sum the teachers contributed 48,720 in the form of1 em:oll- :
ment and examination fees. To this must be added not less than %

.390,000 more, expended by these teachers for board while attend-
ing, and we get in round numbers §138,000 paid out by these teach-
ers in one year for institute purposes. This is a large sum to be
m .f.rom Elm earnings of the teachers every year. What other |
Emon gives as much towards keeping itself up? What other
profession is asked to convene annually in a school of instruction 7
The answer wi.ll be that no other calling replenishes its ranks with
so many nntmmer} recruits, and that therefore the institute training
is necessary. This is true, but it might be expected that the state
would bear a larger part of the expense of their training. The
state contributes only $4,950 a year. The institute enrollment fee
should be abolished and the state be permitted to give to each
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There has been a steady increase in the institute attendance,
showing that it has not lost its popularity as a training school
for the large numbers who get no other training. Like any other

- 8¢hool, its success depends not altogether on the ability of the
Imstructors, but on the frame of mind of those who attend.
- The educator regards the institute as a place for studying and
nting methods of teaching and of sehool management. Most
attendants regard it as an opportunity to review, or acquire
knowledge of the branches to enable them to pass the
ton. In practice the institute reaches an average between
doing some method work and giving some instruction
bmic branches. The most valuable part of a successful
the inspiration which the young teacher gets from it—

ism and more exalted notion of the calling. - And if
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l.abor:; but the mere mss(.zaf;it)n of a state certificate or state diploma
18 Mbu one af t{zm conditions. The unprogressive, stay-at-homes
ean be reached in other ways, not necessary to mention here

this does not impress itself upon the young, susceptible teachers,
then the institate is not a success in the best sense of the word.
Unfortunately, to accomplish all its friends wish for it, the ses-
sions are too short —a little over two weeks. The expense of
employing instructors for longer terms, and especially the expense
of attendance to the individual teacher, is likely to prevent any
large increase in the length of institutes, Many refuse to attend
longer than two or three weeks, even though the session is from four
to six weeks,
The weakest place in the institute is the attempt to cover 80
| much ground. It is a mistake. It makes superficial teachers. Less
ground carefully gone over wonld give better results in what is
done and would better fit the mind for other work. Again, many
teachers recite in seven, eight or nine classes daily at the institute,
the entire time of the daily session being thus spent. 1t costs no
. small effort simply to sit through so many recitations. Much less
i can & teacher prepare himself on all these lessons. When instroet-

‘; ‘i @ ors, already well equipped, find it necessary to spend all their spare
¥ 11
|

-

INSTITUTE CIRCULARS ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT

o Lou Ify [y "N falendent id thos qar to trstry Lo n
’ Cou S T & N 4 hose lﬂhﬂ 2 | 'n
. b’. 4 € (& el on the .4,\0 "Q‘

Of the many ageocies tending to increase t i
: ) ' the proficiency >
and the consequent efliciency of our schools, lllno n:;:::l’ lzil'lltlilrl"m:hlfu
Pl't{}‘!;!rly ln;'nllriut‘ted. are nmong the most potent, i
16 objects of onr county normals are numerous, but tl
- ; ; i
is quite fully expressed when we say their great pur|'»o:,uri§q:;:‘ilul:l!imq
imlnnarnmnnt of the schools by the direct improvement of the teachers g1
The normal Institutes are short training schools, and largely shonl‘d be
made the menns of reaching and oorrecting the various d¥fects k
uxi;fhln the general administration of school duties, R
e eounty superintendent, in the performance of his d
' uties,
zo dtf;eﬁva points in the schools ander his lmmulintc(aup::vll:::“r;:d
h::aﬂ::ur::::eg:ﬂngi ula;uct found in many of our schoole, and one ‘calliurg‘
: ntioun, is the partinl or entire lack of methods i
Ta instruct tonchers kow to teach children ought to be fmergn?:timmmum-
our normal institutes. PR
Ench year we have a large number w
ho assume the duties and r -
:i:’i:i;apll:‘d:‘ml; :o utu::l::l:g. w]t;l; insuflicient knowledge of the fnnd::np::zl
er’s work, and too frequently with b
::::ledg! of the subjects to be taught. The mnjorfty of thu:: l:agim;g '
eerni:: fmm.":?&" t?:m :::mi:'““x ideas ard Information con- ~
. other than is afforded them the eo
:‘:: Young tenchers get their experience and nre aduc:{ed a8 ln'::go::;;
T'::::::l:?; :I ;‘m of ]l;:e proper development of young minds,
on, like others, must be recruited from inexpori-
:udwmkm We caunot, we would not bar them out, hu?\‘lr: would
give them such preparation as will obviate to the grestest possible extent
:‘:‘ erimenﬂag on young minds. To this end, we would suggest that the
W“”unmn.:h year classes particularly, reseive special attention in school
o on, school management, and methods of fustruction.
=2 ﬂu:l ungraded schools are subject to many disadvantages unknown |
N “;::t - m to town or graded schools. This leads to the consideration "
of roing questions of the day, viz: How to inerease the effect :

e N

hours preparing four or five class exercises for each day, it must
tH be a physical impossibility for the less qualified teachers to prepare
LR eight lessons, nusually much longer than school lessons. The point,

i then, is this: The attendants at institutes should be limited to about
five classes, these to be partly determined by the county superin-
tendent. We believe this wonld conduce towards better results.
Half-day sessions are preferable in the heated season to whole day
sessions,

Institntes should be held to a strict account as to absence and
tardiness, since no teacher can be & good model for his school who
gives occasion for criticism in these respects. A superintendent
might not improperly withhold a certificate from one whose record
for tardiness at the institute was bad. There is need, also, of more
system in moving classes and dismissing institutes, to give begin-
ners a correct idea of handling schools.

Complaints are made by superintendents that many teachers
refuse to attend, some times those who are themselves thie most

uncharitable with the delinquencies o!wtlua:ll'l o:;: pupil{:. 'l‘l:::: is tveness of the rural " ..
no law to compel their attendance. ‘We shou not favor “ ~ Efiicient teachers, more than any other f :
law. Iu some states the law allows the teacher's salary while in many of the ills to which our rural -nhooh“m::t::i:i::.l h;jfe ze::;:lm '3

of our county normals bei

of ou _ ng chiefly the hers of the rural sch !

'ﬁgth zh_ut t:” county superintendents and instructors h:vou;t ‘;":ht'h‘el:: '

W* . m:; th:m greatly to the efliciency of the district schools, and in
matter organization of the ungraded school, special offorts should

attendance at institutes or teachers’ meetings, and withholds 1t for
“on-attendance. Such a plan is not without merit. There-are
times and considerations which ghould excuse a successful, pro-
gressive teacher from attendance, for recreation from the year's
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be made to fortify the vast number of raw recruits annually entering the
teacher's work, County superintendents and instructors thus find a broad
field for the exercise of their every faculty to its utmost in guiding those
who in turn must guide the children in the practical work of the school
room,

While we understand the fact that much of our institute instruction
must necessarily be greatly academie, yet we must insist that in practical
importance, this is secondary. Our normal institutes will never accomplish
thelr true ends until teachers are disabused of the iden that institutes are
solely for the purpose of preparing for examination. The latter idea comes
very naturally from the faot that the last two days of an institute are

1 H L devoted to examination for certificates, The holding of an examination at
1 . this time is simply a matter of convenience,
No time should be wasted in valueless discussions, In a discussion
proper, valuable instruction may be given, excellent hints thrown out, and
well taken points thoroughly clinehed, but instructors should not under any
circumstances allow themselves, or membere of the institute, to ba drawn
into nseless and 'euuingleis disputes which, when settled, are of no practi-
eal benefit to teachers. Au institute is a matter of expense to teachers, and
the latter should get the most possible for their money.
Believing that our normal institutes should, to the greatest extent con-
sistent with circumstances, be made a school of methods, we are in hearty
sympathy with all proper means by which this may be accomplished. To
this end, we think practical recitations—model recitations they should be—
afford the greatest help to inexperienced and inefliclent teachers. ln these
models let the superintendents, conductors or best teachers assume charge
of the class, and do as they actually do in their own class rooms. Many of
our rural teachers do not have, at least do not take, opportunities for com-
parison. To see and know how the best teachers conduet recitations gives
encouragement and inspiration to ambitious young teachers,
More time and thought should be given to the general educational gues-
tions of the day. The following tepics should receive much consideration
at the hands of county superintendents, and they in turn should see that
these topics are thoroughly discussed on any oceasion that offers—particn-
larly io teachers' associations. While the topics are trite to older ednoators,
yet to the younger teachers they are new, and they are the basis of discus-
sion of much that vitally concerns the interests of our schools. It is sug-
gested that an informal Round Table meeting of the institute be held sev-
eral times during the session to discuss such of these topics and others as may
seem desirable. _ _
‘1. Aims and ends to be reached by county superintendents in their
offieial relations and visits to the schools,
2. The relations of superintendents to their teachers.
8. County normals: Advantages of: Defects of: How should they be
4. Course of study and grade in country schools.
5. How can teachers economizé time in ungraded schools?
6. Apparatus: What is needed: Use and abuse of,
7. School directors:  Their duties and powers.
8. How may we secure codperation of parents in school work?
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8. Care of school property and neatne
10.  Difficulties in ungraded schools. o s
11. How can we cultivate a taste for
erature among the pupils of th
O 12. Sechool exhibits at county fairs,
13, How may we secure regularit
¥ and punctualit;
4. Advantages of normal schoo) training.
16. Opening exercises for schools,
16, What must be
schools?

:: :Vbﬂ‘uro 80 many of our teachers and pupils such poor writerg?
+ Spelling matohes: Dictation exercises- Their value, and wh ‘
o should receive more attention. i A
These, and many n E
By ¥ more, have been, and always may be, discussed with

A few chaoges may be uoticed

rt-n-.iing standard and current lit-
e district and town schoolsy

of attendance?

done to raise the standard of instruction in distriet

in the graded course of stud
¥. At the
‘nty superintendents, She consensus of

d be given in all schools

1o reading, language work, and penmanship.  Certainly, the teacher’s work

in these branches should be strong.

We have every reason to
work of the stmumer, anticipate excellent results from the institute
Yours sincerely,

J. B. KxoerrLig,
JUNE 14, 1802, Superintendent of Public Instruction.:

To Oounty Superintendants and those who ormal
Institutes of lowa, 1893: R RSl e

One of the essentials to a successful school ceessfu
is )
normwal institutes contribute to the welfare, pmg and n:o:ll.:ﬁ at 'l'ho
schools, only as they give teachers better preparation; hence, the app. vy
ade work of the inatitute is to consider the most urgent noeds of Lean s
s, n’;moml reference to & proper and effective discharge of their 'diuiu in
s room. When teachers’ needs are known the all important ques-
l'l_r;?'the institute is, How may it best meet them?
queéstion at once usserts its great importance from the fact that the

normal i-m_sllum affords to many teachers their only means of professional

4 ; it may be nec 4
ble, that the work should be mainly ot aeL s oven If Bt desira.

Is certuin that much mainly in the line of academic instruction. [t

_ time and energy will be wasted in giving in
; i Lrueti
Iumn_n_-nm_'homa the branches to be taught nfel;ﬂeieno:l‘;

S

sl =



70 REPORT OF THE [B1

understood. In all instances academic instruction should be conducted in a
manner illustrative of the best methods of teaching, and while imparting
academic instruction and exémplifying as most advanced methods of teach-
ing, the institute will incidentally render most valnable aid by inspiring a
greater desire on the part of the teachers for higher gualifications.

The discipline of the institute shounld be such as will convey most practi-
cal lessons to teachers. This is specially important from the fact that many
teachers, otherwise gualified, utterly fail in the general work of the school
room through inability to govern. Let the principle that he who can keep
his pupils well and intelligently employed will have a self-governed school,
be thoronghly exemplitied in the institute.

The institate should be opened and dismissed in order, not in confusion.
It should exemplify a well conducted school in these as well as in other
matters.

The actual affairs of life demaund great proficiency in the ability to apply
reading, language construetion, practieal arithmetic and penmanship. In
our commerciajgand socinl activities these constitute the corner stones of
intellectual preparations; hence, they emphatically suggest the essential
text-book work of the school room. Character building in our schools will
succeed only as our teachers are exem plary in their personal lives and the
work of the institute should enforce the thought that proper moral training
in school must be built upon proper intellectual training.

The permanent value of an institute depends very greatly upon the force
and intelligence with which the county superintendent supplements it in
supervision, The detail work should be had well in hand. ‘There should be
a thorough understanding between conductor, instructors, and teachers, to

the end that all the forces may co-operate heartily’
We suggest—
1. That Round Table Meetings be held at the institute as. often as

practicable.
9. That instruetion be given in the proper keeping of the daily register.

3. That instruction be given for making out a correct term report to

the secretaries.
4. That instruction be given explaining the teacher's legal relation to

ahe howed e distriet, and to the county superintendent.
Y ours cordially,
J. B. ENOEPFLER,

June 10, 1893, Superintendent of Publie Instruction.

GRADED COURSE OF STUDY FOR NORMAL INSTITUTES.
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** offers many most exeellent hints: also easy experiments.

Des Mo

ting, heati dwv
ting and ventilating of school houses may be obtuined by nddressing the seeretary of the state hoard of health, Dr.

elﬁh
tShaw’s “Phyale:ihy Experiment,

arson |

ul
J. F. Kean
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NORMAL SCHOOLS AND NORMAL TRAINING FOR
TEACHERS.

That the state has not made adequate provision for the training
of its teachers becomes more apparent with each year. This fact
becomes painfully patent when our state is compared, in this
respect with meighboring states, some of them younger in years
and feebler in wealth. At present Iowa has but one State Normal
School consisting of the buildings used for school purposes, while
our neighbors on the east will soon have seven such schools, and
still other neighbors have expended far more than Iowa for this
purpose.

The teachers from our Normal School come out with clearer
ideas of the work of teaching and of the laws of mind, as applied
to education. This added power they carry into the schools they
teach. Thus the state gets a direct return for its outlay in the
improved instruction offered to the youth. In fact we believe the
state thus receives a full equivalent for every dollar expended on
the institution at Cedar Falls. We are able to make the above
statement and to speak of the excellent character of the work being
done, as well as of the wholesome influence exerted, from direct
personal inspection.

The report of the board of directors of this school, embodying
that of the president, will be found elsewhere in this volume,
This report shows the growth and crowded condition of the school
and its needs for the future. From that report it is evident that
there is not proper accommodation for all who desire to attend and
that the State owes an obligation to the children to provide more
ample facilities for the normal training of its teachers. This may
be done by increasing the accommodations of the school already

established ; or by providing for additional state normal schools ; -

or by adopting the New York plan of providing for teachers’
training classes in a considerable number of high schools and
demies already established. The first of the above remedies
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has the advantage of economy to the state, since it would not be
necessary to duplicate libraries and apparatus and buildings ; the
gecond would reduce the expense of attendance to students by
lessening their distance of travel, and the third would doubtless
reach a muech larger number of teachers than is now reached, as
far as it would go, as well as rednce their expenses. By the latter
method the work could not be equal to that of a regular normal
school, nor would the results be uniform ; and yet we offer it for
consideration becanse so many more teachers would get some nor-
mal training who now get none, and because it appears to have
given good satisfaction Where tried. It contemplates & specified
appropriation by the state to a limited number of schools, com-
plying with certain conditions and requirements, said schools to be
appointed by an appropriate state official or board, who shall
determine whether the conditions have been complied with.

But it must not for a moment be supposéd that such schools can
take the place of a good normal school. They can not. If the
state can not have or can not support two or more strong normal
schools, then it is far better, it is more economical to the state to
support one strong school, with the prestige it will give its gradu-
ates, than to support any number of weak ones.

We publish in this connection a table giving, as far as we were
able to gather, the higher institutions in which Towa teachers were
schooled. This table is compiled from information obtained in
April, 1893.
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AUXILIARY AGENCIES.

The common schools of our state are the fonndations upon which
the entire educaticnal superstructure must be built. The colleges,
universities and normal schools depend largely upon these for their
very existence. The normal schools and universities are the agen-

* cies for training teachers for their work. Among the less conspic-

uous, but not less important, agencies to the same end, are the
teachers’ meetings in graded schools, township, district and county
associations of teachers, the round table meetings, and state asso-
ciations. All of these act as leveling and equalizing forces. They
give new inspiration for the work. They serve to adjust, to weave
together for practice the theories learned at school.

The graded school that does not have its teachers’ meetings to
compare notes, unify the work, consult with each other as to
methods and the solution of administrative problems, as well as to
broaden their own horizon, falls short of its full duty.

The various teachers’ associations serve similar purposes. The
less formal these are made, the fewer essays read and the more
free discussions had, the more profitable the meetings. An unfor-
tunate difficulty experienced at such meetings is to get teachers of
raral schools, especially women teachers, to take part, give their
experience and express their views. The views of these teachers
are often the very ones most wanted and most needed. The teach-
ers in graded schools are much more mutually helpful. Let those

in the country schools do for each other what those in the towns

do, and not only must the work be improved, but some of the bur-
den and monotony will be lifted.

The round table meetings throughout the state are potent factors
in strengthening the teaching force of the state, representing and
forming the drift of educational thought of the day. In them a

greater freedom of discussion exists than in most other educational

: gxﬂmﬁnﬂ A very common fault of such gatherings, however, is
a tendeney to drift away from the guestion at hand into irrelevant

L
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discussions, and to omit formulating coneclusions reached for the
edncation of public sentiment.,, The Woman’s Round Table has
taken a prominent place in educational work. Besides the annual
meeting which is one of the features of the State Teachers’ Assooi-
ation, additional meetings have been held in each congressional
district, where problems from woman’s standpoint have been dis-
cussed.

At the head of this line of educational meetings comes the gath-
ering of the State Teachers’ Association, once a year. All educa-
tors are welcome. Its membership embraces teachers in every
department of school work, both public and private.

The general association discusses the broader and higher ques-
tions of education and educational policy, withont deulint;z with the
details of school room management. It is divided into sections
which hold meetings and round tables of their own at hours when
the general association is not in session, for the discussion of ques-
tious most interesting the respective classes of teachers. The Edn-
cational Council, composed of members elected by the different
sections, formulates the conclusions on educational questions to be
promulgated as the consensus of opinion of Iowa schoolmen.

Aside from the value of the formal discussions, these gatherings
are beneficial in that they beget a feeling of fraternity, a spirit of
broader mutual charity, and lift the participants into a different
atmosphere, out of the narrow channel into which the disciples of
any calling are prone to fall.

The program for 1893 is given below :

JIOWA STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION,

OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION.
President—Svet. FRANK B. CoorEr.
Vice-Presidents—B. P. Horst, Boone; GEorGE E. MArsHALL, Keokuk;

Pior. J. E. HArLax, Mt Vernon.

Secretary—C. F. Woopwarp, Eldora.

Treasurer—I). W. Lewis, Washiogton.

;_Em_wpe Commiltee—Gro, 1. MiLLEr, Boone, Chairman; Pror, D, 8.
WricnHr, Cedar Falls; Supr. CArrie Byrne, Le Mars.

EDUCATIONAL COUNCIL,

: WepxespAy, DecemBer 27—Y. M. C. A, Auditorium.
Pre ATE Surr. J. B. KNOEPFLER, Des Moines,
-W——Pnor. M. F. Argy, Cedar Falls.
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REPORTS AND DISCUSSIONS.
0:00 A. . Needed School Leglslation. Opening discussion. Report by

0. Riddell, Chairman Committee. : . ;
" 10:30 A. M. System of Issuing County Certificates. Becond discussion.

‘t by J. L. Buechele, Chairman Committee. ?
Rel‘);(;o l‘:'.' a. How shall we diminish the wasté in our present school
system in Graded and High School Work. Final consideration. Report by
.N. Coleman, Chairman Commitee. '
- I;u more than twenty minutes for each paper. Remainder of the time

for discussion.

GENERAL PROGRAM.
Plymouth Congregational Church.
WEDNESDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 27.
7:30 p. M. Music. Invoeation. Musie.
Address of Welcome—Hon. Lafayette Young.
Response—President W. M. Beardshear, Ames.

Music. .
President’s Address—Superintendent Frank B. Cooper.

Mausic.
Announcements.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28.

9:00 A. M, Musiec. Devotion, Business.
9:80 THE TEACHER PROBLEM.

1. Paper. (a) The Institutes—J. H. Garber, Pella. Discussion,

J. A. Kleinsorge, Des Moines; 1. N. Beard, Oseceola.

Paper. (b) State Normal Schools, J. M. DeArmend, Davenport.

Discnssion, O. P, Bostwick, Clinton; Eva L. Gregg, Cherokee.

Harlan.
. (¢) Other Means and Agencies—A. B. Warner,
g?f::ssién}, L. W. Parish, Cedar Falls; W. D. Wells, Grundy Center.
1115 2. Paper. The Reaction against Special Teachers—Emma J. For-
A8 ce, Cedar Rapids. Discussion, O. W. Weyer, Keokuk;L. B. Car-

lisle, Chariton; W. X. Crider, Danlap.

7:80 Lecture. Contemporary Education Reforms—G. Stanley Hall,

Worcester, Mass.
FRIDAY. DECEMBER026.

9:00 A. M. Music. Devotion. Business.

J _H, C. Hollingsworth, Albia,
r. Valueof Expert Criticism—H, C. Ho '
& Bi&fnﬁ?on, G. W. Cowden, Grinnell; W. F. Cramer, Iowa City; H.

E. Robbins, Liyons.

sd N We Educate—
. That Alleged New Education and Why
C L %n::% Sawyer, Council Bluffs. Discussion, Philo E. Hoadley,

‘Sabula; 0. W. Jack, Villisca; P. C. Holdoegel, Rockwell.
180 p. m. Business.

' ? , Corydon;

' rtment, “The Kicker"—Louis Begeman,
s gﬁgkgﬁz; Decorab; J. S, Shoup, Sioux City; G. H. qu;.
vé'uiiingmn; J‘.'F.Riggs, Mt. Pleasant; L. T. Weld, Nevada; H. B.

Larrabee, Creston; W. 1. Simpson, Sheldon.

-
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2:80 1. Report of the committee, appointed 'at the last meeting, on
“*Needed School Legislation.”
2. What further work is there for the Association?

Papers limited to twenty minutes. Discussions oral and limited to ten

minutes. Sit down when your time has expired and give some other mem-
ber of the Association a chance to talk.

ROUND TABLES.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27.
WOMEN'S ROUND TABLE—AUDITORIUM PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

9:80 A. M. 1. The Teacher's Duty in regard to the Health of (a) Her
FPupils; (b) of Herself—Miss Emma Fordyce, Cedar Rapids; Miss
Ida Sehell, Ft. Dodge; Miss Amy Boggs, Manchester.
2. What can the teacher do toward pringing the Public to esti-
mate rightly Educational Valuest—Miss Lucy Curtis, State Cen-
ter; Miss E. J. Hindman, Mt. Vernon; Miss Lydia Styles, Marshall-

town. .
3., Business,
SUPERINTENDENTS' ROUND TABLE—SHORTHAND ROOM IOWA BUSINESS

COLLEGE,
Leader—W. A, DoraN, Monticello.
2:00 . M. 1. Where place the weak teacher?
2. School books on contract plan,
3. Normal Schools.
HIGH SCHOOL ROUND TABLE—PARLOR €, SAVERY.
Leader—Prin, E. H. WHrTE, East Des Moines.
2:00 7. v. 1. Plans for making high school rhetoricals more effective,
Diseussion opened by Prin, E. H. Eastman, Council Bluffs,
3:00 2. Why not more English in our Course of Study? Discussion
opened by Miss Sadie Rice, Boone.
4:00 3. How can our high schools be made more popular with the
masses? Discussion opened by C. D. Slinker, West Des Moines,
Each topie will be open for general discussion.
PRINCIPALS' ROUND TABLE—EXCHANGE ROOM, IOWA BUSINESS COLLEGE.
Leader—Mixnsie Beacn, Marshalltown.
200 ». m. 1. Personal culture of the teacher.
2. Teachers' Meetings.

GRAMMAR TEACHERS' ROUND TABLE—SHORTHAND ROOM, CAPITAL CITY
COMMERCIAL COLLEGE,
Leader—ELLA STEARNS, Audubon.
2:00 . 1. Interior of the school room.
2. The Parent in the school room.
8. Work of the Tencher.

- .
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INTERMEDIATE TEACHERS' ROUND TABLE—KECITATION ROOM, CAPITAL CITY
COMMERCIAL COLLEGE.

Leader—ELLA Hawxins, Sioux City.
2:00 p. 3. 1. What is your method of calling and dismissing your

classes?
2. What is your plan for regulating the work of each pupil at

his desk?
8. Vocal Music, what do you do with in your school?

i
|
i " PRIMARY TEACHERS' ROUND TABLE—LECTURE ROOM, PLYMOUTH CONGREGA-
TIONAL CHURCH.
1. Leader—KATE PALMER, Oskaloosa,
|
' 9:00 p. M. 1. What arve some of the common causes and what the best

0 l- preventives of illness of pupils?
8! 9. Form and Color in Education,
3. (a) Waste. (b) Concentration.

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS' ROUND TABLE—COMMERCIAL EXCHANGE.
Leader—J. B, KNOEPFLER.

2:00 v. M. 1. Needed School Legislation.

9. How can we improve our Institutes?

COUNTRY SCHOOLS' ROUND TABLE—IOWA BUSINESS COLLEGE,
Leader—dJ. M. GraaaM, Audubon.

2:00 p. M. 1. What should be the opening and closing of schools?

9. What is your plan for teaching writing?

3. What direction can you give respecting Lhe assigning of

lessons?
4. How do you manage the ‘‘tough element” in your com-

munity?

—_—

DEPARTMENTS.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28.
COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT—FPARLOR C, SAVERY.

President—L. W. BisseLy, Fayette.

Secretary—H. W. WARrD, Toledo.

2:00 P. M. President's Address. '

2:80 1. Paper. Special statistics of lowa Colleges.
‘800 2. Paper. College Comity.

8.0 8. Paper. The Practical Idea in Education.
The Relation of Athletics to College Work.

]
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508 . M. 2. Paper. What studies are bes
e Sy 8-S . st worth while *—Pri
Wilcox. West Des Moines. Discussion led by Prin. H 1: "Ha ‘:m'
Marshalltown ; Miss Estella Patterson, East Des Moi = o S
J. Evans, Oskaloosa. RTINS Ny
400 ¥, M. 8. Paper. Overcrowdin i
: ; 3 g the Curriculum—Prn ) =
.\-lnru Junction.  Discussion led by Prof. Il:.is_ w;f-ig};;ﬂf:“'
Falls; Prof. A. W. Rich, Le Mars; Prof. H. A, Kinney \\'o'udi:iuzr

ELEMENTARY AND GRADED DEFARTMENT—AUDITORIUM PLYMOUTH O
GATIONAL CHURCH. : I

ONGRE-

!"n-sidwt——l-'. J. Sess10ns, Waterloo.
g = Ifeeretm-y---“'m. Wircox, Des Moines
2:00 . M. 1. Dullards and Incorrigibles. Discussi "
8, seussio : :
Rogers, Marshalltown. Mgl
300 p, M. 2, 'Are the Public Schools accomplishing the work the people
o have a n\%rhl to expeet ¥ Discussion, O. C, Scott, Oskaloosa 5
D0 r. M. 8, hat School Records ave necessary ¥ "Di )
S e ki ary ¥ Discussion, H. E.

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS' DEPARTMENT — COMMERCIAL EXCHANGE

President--E. R. Mooke, Anamosa.
: Secretary—Many A. Tanxer, Eldora.
200 v M. 1 f’nper. liyw may the wages In rural schools be raised ?
v—él. .LlJ.Fbuks(I(::)r:. Seott Co.  Diseussion, €. 0. McClain, Jasper Co.;
. L. Etter, Cedar Co.; G L., Bartow, K Jo.; )
gy ¢ eoknk Co.; J. N. Stahl,
00 r. M. 2. Paper. Whal constitutes a insti
_ good institute * —J. L.
.I’luacll}ﬂ;. Blncl; Hawk Co. Discussion, W. L. Bywater, Tama Co,;
. Q. JefTries. Clinton Co.; W. J. Hadley, Dallas Co.; A, .
BeR e Y, Dallas Co.; A, O. Stanger,
4:00 ». m. 8. Demands of the County S
Y Superintendency.--J. 8.
Shoup, Wr:odbury Co.; B. P. Holst, Boone Co. Discuuioyn. H. L.
Coffeen, Winneshick Co.;J. K. Cooper, Poutawattamie Co.; W, A.
MeCord, Polk Co.; W. W. Montgomery. Montgomery Co. ;

SECTIONS.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28
PROGRAM OF PRIMARY SECTION—Y. M. ¢. A. AUDITORIUM.
President—Miss NELLIE SANBORN, Des Moines,
_ —Miss ALICE WiLsoN, Des Moines.
2460 v. M. Paper. The influence of the teacher over the child. By
Miss Bertha Cadwell, Le Mars. Discussion, Mrs. A. L
- n ' , Mrs. A. L. Shattuck,
280 p. M. Paper. Child's play in relation to Psychology and Pedago,
Mrs. W. Riddell, Woodbine. Discussion, Miss Eva Kendall, Si:::;

gl '
». M. Paper. How gain more of the spivit of the work?—.
: Josie Sengewald, Madrid, lowa. (General Discussion. .
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4:30 7. m. Paper. The use of pictures and stories in the primary.—
Miss Gertrude Burt, Des Moines. General Discussion,
Election of Officers.
SUPERINTENDENTS AND PRINCIPALS' SECTION—LECTURE ROONM, PLYMOUTH
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

Presideni—S. H. SuEAkLEY, Waverly.
Seeretary—C. K. Dukes, West Union.
00P. M. 1. Paper. * Fads—Prin. Thos. M. Irish, Dubuque. Dis-
cussion, Supt. O. J. Laylander, (Cedar Falls; Supt. N. Spencer,
Denison; Supt. W. A. Doran, Monticello.
3:00 2. Paper. The High Sehool Commencement, its use and abuse.—
Supt. S. T. Burkhead, Independence. Discussion, Supt, J. .
Y ocum, Cherokee; Supt. W. H. Dixson, Algona; Prin. W. D. Wells,
Grundy Center.

SECTION —SHORTHAND ROOM, IOWA BUSINESS
COLLEGE.

PENMANSHIF AND DRAWING

Chairman—A. 1. PArsons, Creston.
Seeretary—CLAY 1. SLINKER, Des Moines.

1:80 ¥. M. Penmaunship and Drawing Statisties. General Discussion.

2:00 1, Paper. Writing in County Normal Institutes.—Opened by
Prin. J. H. Ellison, Redfield. Discussion, JJ. H. Richard, County
Superintendent, Hamilton County.

9.890 2. Paper. Drawing as an aid to other branches.—Miss Harriet
Blood, Supervisor writing and drawing, Council Bluffs. Disens-
gion.

3.00 8. Paper. Practical suggestions on teaching penmanship.—S. 8.
Purdy, Supervisor writing, West Des Moines, Discussion opened
by Carl W. Stanley, special teacher writing, Corning.

3:50 Paper. Artin Publie Schools.—Miss Eva Benham, teacher drawing
and writing, lowa State Normal School, Cedar Falls. Discussion.

COMMITTEES.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE—HEADQUARTERS, PARLOR D, SAVERY .,
George 1. Miller, Chairman, Boone ; D. 8. Wright, Cedar Falls ; Carrie
Byrne, Le Mars ; Frank B. Cooper, Des Moines.
RAILROAD COMMITTEE—HEADQUAKRTERS, PARLOR I.
0. C. Secott, Oskaloosa ; (‘. P. Rogers, Marshalltown ; 0. J. Laylander,
Cedar Falls.
ENROLLMENT COMMITTEE--HEADQUARTERS, PARLORE I

W. A. MecCord, Chairman, Des Moines ; Sadie Rice, Boone ; “Ella D.

Graves, Iowa Falls; Lillian Hedrick, Marengo ; Lily Thomas, Osceola ; G.
H. Mullin, Washington ; E. H. Eastman, Council Bluffs ; C. A. Miller, Sioux
City ; Olive McHenry, Des Moines ; Abbie 5. Abbott, Cedar Rapids ; Adelia

gs, Clinton,
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RECEPTION COMMITTEE.
W. H. Stoner, Chairman, Des Moines ; Wm. Wi
: » o 4 ' . ileox, Georgi [ iwck
Ella Johnson, Elmer White, Des Moines ; Phabe Shermnu.el;lr;.:e“ alrer
Wright, .‘Ieﬂ'arson; H. E. Kratz, Sioux City; G. E. Marshall I%e ‘k]z:;m
Charles E. Shelton, Burlington; Alice Baltzell, Red Oak; Laura L P i
Waterloo : Mary Butterfield, Eldor. i ied

TEACHERS' READING CIROLE.

As an agency in preparing teachers for their work

: 2 N ork, tl i i %
ers’ R.ead'mg Circle deserves mention. By the conditir::s ;?cilt]s
organization, -each county superintendent is made an agent and
manager for .lna county. Its board at present is composed of six
c-ounty snpar:;ztendents, with the superintendent of publie instruc-
tion as president. It is under the exclusive
county superintendents. B, >

The plan provides for the reading of two book

o 8 a year by tl

teachers who become members. These books are aaleycted b};r tli:
board, one to be a professional book, the other, on general culture.
:I_'ha books have been furnished to teachers, through county super-
mtnndetnts: at reduced rates. The board can neither accumnlate a
dollar in its tr?asury or become involved in debt to that extent.
The‘plnn provides that the publishers receiving the contract to
furnish the !JOOkB for any year, shall pay all expenses of the board,
pay all freight or express charges on books shipped, and take
.bawk unsgld books. The board does not buy the books to sell
;?:n. and so at the end of the yearcomes out with neither gain nor

There is no enrollment fee or other char

¢ e than for the books.

An outline of each book is supplied free to teachers. '

So satisfactory has this proven, that several other states have

adopted the same plan, and some of them the same books,

‘The board's last cireular here given, will furni i
T el ian 4 y urnish additional

IOWA STATE TEACHERS' READING CIRCLE.
COURSE FOR FOURTH YEAR.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS,

J. 8. Smouw, Co. Supt.. e T Y T e s Sioux City,
N Term expires January 1, 1804,
JUBL LARDRS; O0- BUPE - cox v v v oo SO AY =t et Y SR ALY Keosaugua.

Term expires January 1, 1894,
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A.R.SALE, Co, Supt........ e diele Lan TR e g SN A «+»..Mason City,
Term expires January 1, 1805,

J. Q. JEFrERIES, Co. Supl, ..oviiieiiiiiiaess R S e ' W o0 A (linton,
Term expirves January 1, 1805.

W. A, McCornp, Co. Supt...... SR e O N Caea v enen . Des Moines,
Term expires January 1, 1806,

FASNIE RUTLEDGE, Co. Supt, .cooociiinnne oo T L v S Bedford.

Term expires January 1, 1896. .
W. A. McConrn, Suprt. J. B. KNOEPFLER,
Seerctary and Manager. President.

1893-184.

IOWA TEACHERS' READING CIRCLE.
To the many Teachers of Towa, Greeling: "

For the fourth time the directors of the lowa State Teachers' Reading
Cirele extend to you fraternal and cordial greeting. The Teachers' Read-
ing Circle is now so well known, and its plans are so clearly understood by
the great mass of lowa’s teachers and superintendents, that a full and
extended explanation of its aims and designs is unnecessary. It has been
go well received and so generally approved, that no doubt of its perma-
neney now exists, This is attested by the statements of superintendents and
by letters from thousands of teachers throughount the state.

The management and direction of this cirele are controlled by a board
of six county superintendents, selected by the superintendents of the state,
with the state superintendent as president ex-officio. One-third of these
directors are selected every year; and if from any eause a director ceases to
be a superintendent, the place, under the present regulations, becomes
vacant, and u county superintendent is selected to fill his place. Thus it
will be seen that no one but a superintendent can serve upon the board.
‘This is an actual necessity, owing to the close relation between the reading
cirele and the normal institute.

Al the first meoting of the board it was determined to establish a four
years' course of progressive work. The original plan of requiring mem-

bers to read but two books each year has proved so uniformly satisfactory

that it is still followed, as the teacher who completes the course receives a
wide range of general and professional literature, at a very small cost. The
books selected for the course are as follows:
For ToE FIrRsT Y EAR—
Page's Theory and Practice of Teaching.. N e
Hale's Lights of ''wo Centuries .....o..coomensennrenssniresess 1.35
For THE SECOND YEAR—
Shoup's History and Science of BAucation. . .eviosesarsisissss 90
Barnes' General History, or Steele's Popular Zoology......-«.- 1.10
' 75

Hewett’s PEYChOIORY . o xocrercnrres soonsennsses o

The Schoolmaster in Literature. ... «.oocorssearsnnmsrsoses
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For THE FOURTH YEAR—
White's Elements of Pedagogy.........coovvvvvinnnn ... 03 s 90
Shepherd's Historical Readings .............o.oiiiiiiii.. 90

While those who have followed the course through thus far will see al a
glance, upon examining the books for the present year, why they were
selected, the board deem it proper, owing to the large number of new mem-
bers that will be added to the circle, to refer, briefly, to the causes which
led to this selection.

First.—The Elements ot Pedagogy is a book prepared by one who is
justly ranked amongst the great American educators of the present time;
one who has not only studied the fheory of education philosophically and
peychologically, but who has also hud the opportunity of submitting the
theory and prmeiples to a practical test under his own supervision in the
American publie school.

Beound.—The examination of many teachers has shown that many per-
gons appear to havea reasonably fair understanding of the general principles
of psychology, without being able to apply these principles to pedagogical
work in n practical manner, One of the stroug features of this book is, that
it shows how this may be done by any teacher.

Third., -—-_[t iz well known to all progressive teachers, that at no time has
there been manifested a stronger disposition for historical investigation than
at present, not only so far as historical facts per se and in their general
correlation are concerned, but also as to the comparative merits of historieal
writers.

In the book selected we have extracts from thirty or more great writers,
embracing in the list Irving, Macauley, Froude, Bayne, Guizot, Arnold,
Carlyle, Hume, Gibbon, Prescott, Grote, ete.,—all selected so systematically
and philosophically that the teacher who reads this book will not only be
pleasingly entertained, but will also have acquired the key to the philosophy
of historieal reading.

At the close of the book is given a short biographical sketeh of each of
the writers,

The reading circle year begins and ends with the normal institute, at
which time each county superintendent will determine, by examination or
therwise, what teachers have performed the work and are enlitled to cer-
tificates. The certificates, as well as eacds for enrollment or membership,
will be furnished by the board.

- Saperintendents desiring information concerping reading cirele work
should write at once to W. A. McCord, seevetary, Des Moines, fowa, and
their inquiries will receive prompt attention,

Mr. McCord will attend promptly to any and all requests for assistance
ot mormal institutes or at other meetings where superintendents may be
desirous of securing aid (at no expense to themselves) in presenting reading
eirele work. Make your wants known. '

It is the intention and determination of the board that lowa shall be
kept in the foremost rank of reading cirele work, as well as in other educa-

‘tional matters.
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STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS.

Elsewhere will be found, in tabulated form, the number of
applicants examined for each of the two forms of state teachers’
license and the number of such licenses granted and refused.
There is also given an account of the receipts and expenditures of
the board for the biennial period, together with the names of those
receiving certificates and diplomas, as required by statute.

It becomes again necessary to call attention of the legislature to
the fact that the regular appropriation, 8300 annually, for the
expenses of the board and the per diem of two of its mem-
bers, is insufficient. The board is required by law to hold at least
two examinations each year. For the first year of the period the
board appomted special examinations to accommodate intending
applicants in different portions of the state, and to spare them the
expense of long distance of travel. The expense to the board was
necessarily greater, although but one member was sent to take
charge of the special examination. The appropriation was
exhansted and some of the members were compelled to carry their
account until the appropriation for the second year became avail-
able, Under these circumstances the board was forced to limit
the number of examinations in the second year of this period to

the two required by the statute, thrmgh numerous requests were

made for a special examioation in different localities. These
requests wonld have been granted had the funds at the disposal of
the board permitted. Applicants living at a long distance from
Des Moines are at a disadvantage in time and expense to attend the
ugnlar examinations, and itis but a reasonable request on their part

‘that examinations be appointed in different sections of the state.

f hutﬂﬂaunnot be done unless the allowance for the expenses of

is increased.
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Unless this allowance is so increased as to enable the board to
extend the cirenit of its examinations and reduce the expense of
attendance for applicants, it may be advisable to amend the law
so as to allow county superintendents to conduet examinations for
the board, under the latter's direction.

The amount turned into the State treasury from teachers’ exam-
ination fees ranges from $400 to 600 & year. while the board is
allowed only $300 for the same period with which to conduct exam-
inations. For the biennial period 18921894, the board turned
fees into the treasury to the amount of £1,023.50. In other words
the state is making a clear eash profit of $100 to $300 a year off
hoss of its teachers who apply for state certificates and diplomas.
We think such was not the intent of the law.

The appropriation should be increased to $600 and thus give
teachers the benefit of their own contributions,

It should be remembered that three members of the board,
being such by virtne of other positions held, receive no compensation
for any work done on this board. They are allowed actnal expenses
only, while the remaining two members receive their expenses and
the not extravagant compensation of $3.00 per day, considering
the qualifications possessed. The large corresponden-e is con-
ducted by the president of the board, so that a great portion of the
time of one elerk in the office of the superintendent of public
instruction is required to perform the clerical part of this work.
This clerk is paid out of the clerk’s fund—not that of the board—
allowed the superintendent, which shows still further how inade-
quate is the appropriation to eover all expenses of the board.

Certificates or diplomas are grauted to candidates recoiving a
majority vote of the board favorable thereto, said certificates or
diplomas being signed by the president and the secretary of the
board,

The law provides that graduates of any state normal school of
lowa may receive state certificates or state diplomas after a speci-
fied amount of experience in teaching, less than that required of
other applicants by the board. It wonld seem but a proper recog-
nition of the State University to extend a similar privilege to those
of its graduates who also take the course in pedagogy, and we trust
that this question may receive consideration.

The regulations of the board at present in force are given in this
-connection, together with a list of qnestions used for the examina-
tion for certificates in June, 1893.
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T!:ere is also appended a statement of the time and place of
hold.mz examinations since the last biennial report; a list of all
ap[_)l:ennts to whom diplomas or certificates were granted, with date
of issue; a classified statement of the number of hpplicauts at each
examination, a statement of fees received and expenditures by the

boar(‘ij. and to whom warrants on the board’s expense fund were
issned,

1893, | SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 85
REGULATIONS
Board of Examiners
UONCERNING

8YATE CERTIFICATES AND STATE DIPLOMAS.

-——

1893,

With a view to answer as fully and satisfactorily as possible all questions
likely to arise, and to convey notice of examinations determined upon, the
state board of examiners has adopted the following schedule of time and
general rules for the guidance of those wishing to present themselves for
examination for a state certificate in the year 1868,

This eertificate is good in any county in the state for five years from date.
It will be the aim of the board of examiners to make the examinations ress-
onably thorongh. Time will be given the candidate to do the work with
deliberation and thought, so that he may be free from that nervous feeling
which accompanies haste nnd always induces superficial work. It is proper
to say, as a matter of information, that the state certificate isa grade higher
than the first cluss county certificate, Teachers who hold a first class cer-
tifioate upon mierit, and wre prepaved in the additional branches vequired,

come Lo a slate examination with a fair prospect of success.

may not be out of place here to eall the attention of young teachers of
good scholarship to the fact that a state certificate is the first step toward a
professional recognition. By careful study of additional lines of work a
state diploma is obtainable on fulfilling certain specified requirements, as

~ stated in the cireular for state diplomas.

Applicants will bear in mind that the possession of a state certificate or
diploma will not in any sense lessen their duty to comply with all the rules
and requirements of the county superintendent of the county in which they
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SCHEME OF EXAMINATION FOR STATE CERTIFICATES, 1893,

I. The candidate must certify in writing at the commencement of the
exumination that he has studied the subjects required by law for state cer-
tificates, and is prepared for examination in them. As evidence of his
scholarship he must file his last county certificate and such other diplomas
as he may possess. He must also designate the names of persons of profes-
sional standing as educators, who can vouch from personal knowledge for
his scholarship.

II. The candidate must write an essay at the time of examination upon
some general topic in United States history, the said topic to be selected by
the examiner at the time of the examination; the time given to it will be at
least an hour and a half. From this paper will be marked United States
history, orthography, penmanship and English language. The paper must
be prepared without delay, in the assigned time, and cannot be copied.

[1I. The eandidate will be required to write upon some topic in didac-
tics that will show his experience and his practice, the topic to be chosen
by the examiner, This is intended to be a professional paper and should
exhibit professional thought and practice. The examiner’s selection of
subject is to be guided by the applicant’s position and experience. At leas
an hour and a half will be granted to prepare this paper.

IV. The candidate must pass an examination in the following groups of
subjects, at least ten questions to be answered in each group. Sixteen
questions will be asked in each group, the candidate to omit at choice any
two from subject given in the group,

Grour 1. General. Grammar, Reading, Geography.

Girour 2. Government, Civil Government of the United States, Civil
Government of Jowa, School Laws of Iowa.

(irour 8. Mathemalics, Arithmetie, Algebra, Book-keeping.

(iROUP 4. Science. Physiology, Botany, Physies.

Drawing will be marked from the illustrative work required in Group 4

FORM OF EXAMINATION.

Grour 1, QQuestions asked. To be answered
CITRTIIDRT <55 v a4 dvasvesiacnsim G 4 L
IR T YR MR W L S S L 5 8
Geography. ......... 5 ' 3

ikoup 2.

Civil Government of United States. . b 3
Civil Government of Towa.......... b ]
School Laws of Towa. ... voeee oones 3 4

GiROUP 8.

ATIWRIMEEISL . vos v vriv) p ey vabaws i 14

Book-Keeping.. .. ...ccvveiirvainens 1 3
mul"

Physiology. ....... 6 4

R e R RS QR [ 3

IM\i---v-n.---a-o-..-_-a-;-o..-- ﬁ 3

3
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PROGRAM OF EXAMINATION.
First Day— ;
A. M. —8:00 to 9:30. Essayon U.S. History.
$:30 to 12:00. Group 1.
P. M.—1:30 to 3:00, Didactics.
3:00 to §5:00. Group 2.
Second Duy—
A. M.—8:00 to 12:00. Group 3.
. M.—2:00 to 4:00. Group 4.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS.

It is required that the candidate send for a registmti?n blank, fill it out
carefully and return it to the president of the board, with the fee, at least
ten days before the date named for examination. 'The fee for registration, as
fixed by law, is three dollars, one-half of which is returned to the candidate
in case of fallure.

The following requirements as Lo testimonials and credentials are
imperative:

a. Wrltten statements from one or more county superintendents or
other experienced edueators, certifving to the professional success and good
moral character of the applicant. When possible, one of these sh?utd be the
superintendent of the counly in which the candidate is now teaching, or the
superintendent who gave the last certificate nnder which he taught.

4. Written official statements from school boards, or directors, for whom
the candidate has taught, certifying to his suceess in teaching and govern-

nent.
; . All testimonials as to characterand experience, filed as proofs, nccord -
ing to (a) and (b) of thissection of the circular, must be expressly prepared for
anil addressed to the board and become the property of the board.

2. At the time of registration the pames of three disinterested persons
of liberal edueation shall be given as references. The board holds the right
to apply to others for information if these are not entirely satisfactory. .

EXPERIENCE AND CREDENTIALS.

The board will not issue a certifieate to any one having had less than
three years' experience, part of which must have been in lowa. _

The possession of & diploma from any approved college or state normal
sehool, or of a state certificate from another state, may be accepted in place
of the examination in academic studies. The candidate, however, will be
abliged to submit his eredentials to the board of examiners not less than ten
days before the date of the examination, together with proof of at least
eighteen months' successful work in lowa. He will ulso be required to
ﬁmm examination in the theory and art of teaching. or in such branches
as the board may desigoate.

RENEWAL OF STATE CERTIFICATES,

1. The applicant shall furnish as credentials, testimonials from his

qpﬁngyhmper_l'nt»ndent. or a professional educator, and from the boards of

school directors for whom he has taught, certifying that he is successful in
ﬁwmant and instruction, and that his physical condition, mental and
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moral character, are such as to justify this board in grauting a state certifi-
cate, the right still being held of making further investigations should the
board desire. ‘T'he usual fee of three dollars must be paid.

2. The applicant shall appear before the board in person and write o
paper on didacties and on such other branches as the board may assign at
the time of the examination. :

3. Graduates of the Iowa State Normal School who have held state per-
tifieates, shall be permitted to apply for a new certificate, and arve required
only to make proofs in conformity with section one,

NOTES.

An average of ninety per cent in the county certificate branches and of

saventy-live in all others will be required in order to obtain a certificate. n

Ten per cent may be added to the average of any paper for order, neatness,
punctuation, and for evidence that the candidate is proficient in the use
of the English language.

The examination in each snbject will be restricted to the time allotted on the
program.

All necessary material will be furnished each candidate at the time of exam-
ination.

The experience of the board justifies it in recommending that candidates
arrive at the place of examination n day before the date appointed, as no
allowanee can be niade for delayed trains, or being out of condition from
night travel.

A cirenlar relating to state diplomas, and giving the board's regulations
eoncerning the same, may be abtuined by addressing the president of the
board.

All correspondence is conducted by the president of the board, snd any
communication relating to state certificates or diplomas should be addressed
to him.

Regular meetings of the board are held each year in June and December,

STATE DIPLOMA.,

This diploma, good for life in any county in lown, is intended as a recog-
nition of professional standing attained by long and successful experience.
It is the presumption that those who hold these diplomas have entered upon
teaching us a life work and are devoting all their énergies to the practies of
their profession. The fee, as fixed by law, is five dollars, one-half of which
is returned to the candidate in ease of failure.

CREDENTIALS AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS.

1. 'The board itself holds the right, which it will exercise at discretion,
to investigate the character, scholarship and professional standing of every
applicant, securing information not only from the references given on the
Tegistration blank, but also from other persons who may know of the fitness
of said applicant for the professional recognition implied in the possession
of a state diploma. _

2. In hisregistration blank the candidate must certify that he has tanght
or studied all the branches named in the blank. He must present ovidence

that he has taught at least eight years, and three of these in fowa. He must
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also satisfy the board that he has a thorough knowledge of the subjects
reguired for a state certificate. :

3 In case the candidate is a graduate of a standard college® in addition
to the foregoing regnirements he must pass an examination in the Science
and Art of Edueation and in two subjects selected by him from the following
groups, one of which shall be taken from group A or B, aud the other from
gronp C. All other candidates must pass such examination as the board
way require. In order to inform themselves of what will be exacted. they
should make application at the semi-annual meeting of the board previous
to the intended time of taking said examination.

4. He must present an original thesis in his own hand-writing, of not
less than $,000, nor more than 5,000 words, upon some professional topic
swleetad by the president of the board. This thesis will be subjected to a
oritieal examination by ak least two persons chosen by the board.

5. ‘The credentials required, the registration blank properly filled, and
the thesis weeompanied by the fee of five dollars, must be filed with the
president of the board at least thirty days before the date fixed for examin-
ation. 4 : _ '

4. Each paper submitted will be examined with particular reference to
the correet use of the English language. .

% The candidate must come prepared to do at least ten hours of wor!:.

The examination requires the writing of not less than three papers in
addition to the thesis previously submitted.

GROUPS OF SUBJECTS.

A, Geometry, Trignnometry, Astronomy,

B. Chemistry, Zoovlogy, Geology. g

(. English Literature, Rhetorie, General History, Political Keonomy,
Psyckology.

ATATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS,

J. B. Knoepfler, Des Moines, President ex-gffieto.
Chas. A, Schaeffer, Towa City, member ex-officio.
1. H. Seerley, Cedar Falls, member ez-officio.

A. W, McPherson, Panora, term expires 1804,
Alice L. Heald, Fairlield, term expires 1896,

T'o Holders of State Certificates and Stete Diplomas:

Your attention is called to the following section of the law establishing
board of examiners:

p .t::mﬂon 7. Every holder of a stute certificate, or a state diploma, shall
have the same registered by the county superintendent of schools of the
gounty in which he wishes to teach, before enlering upon his work, and each
county superintendent of schools is required to include in his annual report
to the superintendent of publie instruetion a full aceount of the registration
of state certiticates and diplomas.

*Hy the expression, “standard college.” is meant an lustltution baving a eourse or
mn:?f-iﬁ:zs equivalent to those of the volleginte department of the State Univer-

sity of Jown.

!
i
|
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The above is construed to mean thal you are, once each year, to have your
certificate or diploma registered at the office of the county superintendent,
and that it is unlawful for you to commence your school until this has been
done.

The fact that you hold a state certilicate or diploma does not, in auy
sense, lessen your duty to comply with all the rules and requirements made
by the county superintendent of the county in which you are teaching. You
are not required to appear before him for examination, but in ail other
respeels you are to be nnder his guidance and direction the same as teachers
not holding such certificate or diploma.

Your state certificate or state diploma cannot be revoked by the county
superintendent, but may be by the board of examiners. The causes for
which the board would be disposed to revoke a state certificate or diploma
are, in general, failure to comply with the requirements of the law, well
founded charges against the character or scholarship of the holder of a state
certificate or diploma, or evidence that he lacks ability to teach and govern
children.

The board tnkes this occasion to express the hope that the holders of
state certificates and diplomas will be the leaders in the educational work
of their county, and that they will prove a great help to the county super-
intendent in his labors. The annnal institute and the county association
should be the better for your presence.

Do not forget that if the state certificate or state diploma implies addi-
tional honor, it also implies additional responsibility.

J. B. KNOEPFLER,
Prestident State Board Ezaminers.
August 18, 1893,

REGULATIONS CONCERNING THE HEARING OF CASES
FOR THE REVOKING OF STATE CERTIFI- =
CATES AND LIFE DIPLOMAS.

1. Tobegin proceedings for the revocation of a state certifieate or alife
diploma, definite and specific charges must be made by aflidavit of par-
ties making the charge against the character, or the scholarship of the
teacher holding suid state certilicate or life diplowa, or that he is want-
ing in the essential qualilications vecessary in instructing and govern-
ing children and youth. Such affidavit shall be filed in the office of the
oounty-mpaﬁntandauz of the county in which the teacher resided at the time
of the alleged offense, and shall form the basis of all further proceedings in
the case. _

2, 'The county superintendent shall within five days after receiving said
affidavit send written notice to the defendant and the affiant that said
‘affidavit is on file in his office, furnishing defendant a copy thereof. In
said notice he shall fix a day and an hour for hearing the trial, allowing not

Jless than thirty days, except by consent of both parties, from the time of

filing the affidavit to the date of trial.

o : - s
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3. Atthe time thus fixed for hearing, he shall take testimony for both
parties, and shall have the same authority to receive or reject evidence that
he has in trying appeals from the decision of boards of school directors.

4. In case the county superintendent decides, as provided in section 5,
chapter 167, laws of 1883, that the disqualification charged is well founded
he shall send a certified copy of the aflidavit and testimony to the president
of the state board of examiners. Said case shall be entitled......... eounty
superintendent, vs........ defendant.

5. The case shall be heard at the next regular meeting of the board of
examiners, unless the president of the board deems it advisable to have a
special meeting for that purpose. He shall notify the county superintend-
#nt, the affiant, and the defendant, of the time of hearing said case. At said
time either party may appear in person or by attorney, and present argu-
ments.

. In cases where new testimony is sought to be presented after the
filing of the transcript by the conunty superintendent, it shall be at the
option of the board of examiners to receive such additional testimony.

J. B. KNOEPFLER,
President State Board of Examiners.
Des Moines, January 11, 1892

DATE OF EXAMINATIONS FOR OERTIFICATES.

BIENNIAL PERIOD, 1892-04.

1802,
Cotdnr BalEL. ooy itens T e R s BT
Grinnell......... A L iqi e e R O R L cresydune1, 8
M. Vormonc . oicovsverorynasmasons YA T seveidJune T, 8;
Town OIty. .. coveeranasves S N N AR civvvndune 8, 9.
Des Moines...... .. e T R T e S veeve s dune 28, 94,
TOWE Gty . csx v vvces sorammnmnnsrabshsnssasnives coeeoaduly 15, 16.
Dot MoInes:, teoorrsssray svs e SO e consvnn o o UlY 29, 80,
Cedar Rapids.........coo000 E eraR e s M e fos ' LRGN P S B
1898,
Cedar Falls. ....... T e L sl DA S . AR T F L
R TR e L et ) P (Rl > L R v dirs s s, TIE 98, 90
Des Moines. . .coouuenaeies s e e b P L .....December 27, 28. .
¥OR STATE DIPLOMAS.
D08 MOINES. ..o voode vie vevrisersessneessnsessss June 23, 24, 1892,

Cedar RapIds. . :.ovcosaesiases weorrissn-.n.. Dacember 28, 20, 1802,
* D88 MOIDESE. « v v vevmranennsasssrvinesnesssssseosidune 38, 29, 1898,
Des Moines ,..... U SR T v+en. . December 27, 28, 1803,

et
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Questions prepared by state board of examiners for examination
for state certificate held at Des Moines, June 28-29, 1893.

GRAMMAR.

1. What parts of speech are inflected? Give the terminational inflec-
tions and the precise use of each.

2. Give three uses of the apostrophe, and illustrate. Give three dis-
tinctions between the personal and relative pronoun.

4. When is it incorrect to use any relative pronoun other than that?
Illustrate what is meant by restrictive clause and one not restrictive.

4. What is the difference in construction of the progressive form, and
passive voice? In what kind of verbs ean either be readily changed to the
other, and how?

5 Name the auxiliaries and tell separately the use of each as an auxili-
ary. ;

. Under what conditions may the present perfect tense, indicative, be
used? The comparative form of an adjective.

READING.

1. Naume a production of the dramatic type that would be a suitable
drill in reading for an advanced class. Name a humorous type, an oratori-
eal, and give two suggestions for the proper interpretation of each type.

2. What attention do you give to orthoepy? Indicate the proper pro-
nunciation of the following words: microscopist, legislature, peremptory,
Penelope, benzine, illustrate, contumaly, clematis, gladiolus, homeopathist.

3. Define rate, inflection, emphasis, enunciation, pronunciation. What
drills and exercises do you give in connection with your reading lessons?
Give reasons.

4. What special exercises would you give in conunection with the reading
lesson for the purpose of enlarging the vocabulary of your pupils? What
advantages would you expect to gain for pupils in other subjects by the
proper instruction in the subject of reading? .

5. By what means would you attempt to form in pupils a habit of read-
ing standard works of literature? How do you manage when your sehool is
not supplied with sppplementary reading matter?

ALGEBRA.

1. Apply the binomial formula to find the fourth term in the expansion
of (a—§-2b§)—§

2. Explain the formula for tinding roots of an affected quadratic equa-
tion in the form of x*+px-tg=—o.

3, Find thevalue VxFat Vx sy

of xin T =l &
4. (Prove that if V a+ V—be==¥x+v—y then V a—Vb=¥x—V-3.
5. 'Exm;he square 4 sgy.g.

6. Prove that a quadratic surd can not be equal to the sum of two

dissimilar quadratie surds.
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GEOGRAPHY.

1. Show, by a drawing, the earth's relative position to the sun at this
writing, indicating the tropics, polar cireles, eqnator, ecliptic, ete., and the
limit of the sun's rays on the earth. Show their relative positions in regard
to the same points for September, December and March.

2. Name three popular routes to San Fraucisco and locate three points
of interest on each route.

8. Locate the home of the following exhibits at the World's Fair: the
Javanese, Cingalese and New South Wales. Give some characteristics of the
natives of each, and what you wonld expect to see in each exhibit,

4. Give five greatest nations in territory, their capitals, their form of
government.

5. What is each of the following and its location: Yosemite, Seattle,
St. Blias, (ettysburg, Duluth, Newport, Detroit, Tiber, St. Helena, Sitks,
Oumberland ?

ARITHMETIO,

1. ‘Find the G, C. D. and L. C. M. of 16-25, 27-56, 35-72,

3. Reduce 18-40 to a decimal and explain fully. How can you tell at
sight whether a common fraction will reduce to a finite decimal and how
many decimals it will contain, before trying?

8. A room is 18 ft. 4 in., by by 14 ft. 8 in. 1 wish to cover it with Brus-
gells carpet at $1.20 per yard. Allowing 9 in. waste on each strip in match-
ing, the strips all to be of the same length, what is the least I can carpet the
room for®

4. [f six persons in ten weeks consume $8.90 worth of flour when wheat
is 1,20 per bushel, what must be the price of wheat per bushel that eight
persous in 15 days shall consume $12.30 worth of flour?

5. May 18, 1808, I gave my note for 8620 at 8 per cent for 2 years. Made
payments on this as follows; Dec. 12, '08, 8150; July 6, "M, 8140; Oct. 9, 04,
$100: Jan. 7. '05, #70. March 18, '95, I redeemed this note by borrowing at a
bank for the unexpired time at 6 per cent the amount necessary to caneel it.
What was the face of my note at the bank?

8. The surface of a sphere is 201.0624 square inches. Find the diagonal
of a cube having a volume equal to the volume of the sphere. Indicate the
solution in one connected exvression by proper use of signs, ete.

BOOK-KEEPING,

1. Explain at length the difference between single entry and double
entry hook-keeping. !

2. Define fully Trial Balance, and Balance Sheet, and how made.

3. In double entry how do you determine the gain or loss in any par-
tieular account?! How determine the net gain or loss of the business in each
of the two systems of book-keeping.

4. Journalize the following day-book entries for double entry posting:
Bonght groeeries of H. A. Wheeler on account, $340; sold W. W. Barber
sugar for $27 and took his note in payment; found a wallet containing 860;
paid my clerk month's salary, 840; bought sundry groceries to theamount of
#80 of A. . Austin, and gave my draft on First National Bank, for sixty
days; paid my note of $120 with interest at § per cent for six months, due

-
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to-day; sold goods to D. D. Murphy to amount of 8320 and received check
on First National Bank in payment, y

BOTANY.

1. Define inflorescence; give the different classes. What is the inflor-
escence of the milk-weed? lily of the valley? oats? clover? calla lily?
2, Define cellulose, protoplasm. State in detail the elements of plant
food, and the process of their assimilation. Give the anatomy of a section
of oak tree one year old. Give the anatomy of a leaf from the same tree.
4. Make asketch of the Rue Anemone and analyze it from memory,
4. To what families do the following belong: wall flower, pansy, tube
rose, wood sorrel, sweet clover, apricot, sweet pea, hawthorn, syringa,
fuchsia, sun-flower, lady slipper?
5. What are the comnmon names for the following: Trillinm, Erythron-
ium, Bapuncnlus, Dicentra Cucuollaria, Claytonia, Mertensia, Armoracia?

SCHOOL LAWS.

1. (1) Give legal school age. (2) How, when and by whom is the school
census taken?

2. (1) How may the sub-districts of a district township become rural
independent distriets? (2) Name the minimum and the maximum number
of directors a rural independent district may have.

8. Are there any legal holidays preseribed by the law? If so, name
them.

4. (1) What is the law relating to the planting and maintaining of trees
in a school yard? (2) Is a barbed wire fence a legal school fence?

5. (1) On what basis is the interest of the publie school fund appor-
tioned among the several counties? (2) What county ufficial determines the
amount due each school distriet in the county, and when determined to
whom is the amount sent? ;

6. Enumerate three duties imposed by law upon each cf the following
officers: (1) State superintendent. (2) County superintendent. (8) Teacher
of: public schools. (4) President of board of directors.

NATURAL PHILOBOPHY.

1. Draw figures explaining the composition and resolution of forces.
2. Give and explain the laws of the pendulum.

3. Give the law for the expansion of gases.
4

5

.

4. Explain the electro magnet.
. Give and illnstrate the laws of falling bodies.

PHYSIOLOGY.

1. Explain in full the sympathetic neryous system.
3. Describe the organs of sight. "

3. Name the uses of the skin.

‘4. Trace the course of the blood.

5. Deseribe the process of digestion.

6. How do you teach the effects of narcoties and stimulants and give
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CIVIL GOVERNMENT OF UNITED STATES.

1. In regard to House of Representatives state (1) Qualifications of Rep-
reseotatives; (2) Term; (3) Who may vote for; (4) Vacancies, how filled; (5)
Number of, how determined; (6) Salary.

2. (1) Give reasons for imposing taxes; (2) Name aod define the several
kinds of taxes. .

3. (1) State in how many ways citizenship may be acquired; (2) Define
definitely the meaning of suffrage,

4. (1)0f what does the judiciary of the U. 8. consist? (2) Define appel-
Jate and original jurisdiction.

. Give the eabinet departments und state which one coutrols the dis-
posal of our public lands.

CIVIL GOVERNMENT OF IOWA.

1. Name the elective state officers and give length of term and salary.

2. Give the number of railway commissioners, supreme court judges,
state senators and representatives,

3. How may the state constitution be amended$
4. How do bills become o law in this state?

5. How mauny congressional districts has lowa? In which do you live?
Of what counties is it composed ™
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STATE CERTIFICATES—CONTINUED.

DATE OF TO WHOM ISSUED, COUNTY.
CERTIFICATE.
June 22, 1892 Mae Calderwood, . .. ....coverrennisnaans Tama
. :{3:: 22, 1802/ Joseph E. Clayton ........cooviuivinnnns Buchanan.
June 23 1802 Morris W. (.Euuper ....................... l(.ul IEI—IIIIFII, >
June 22, lﬁlr’]llntl ie E. Cunningham. ...... ...... «+o|Black Hawk.
. June 23, 1892{Bertha J. Donahue .........oco0iieins II‘.mn.
| June as, lﬁlrzlll‘\{;n y A]* Dﬁm? ....................... g(::;u
| S R L PN o o T R O [Seott,
‘! STATE CERTIFIOATES, ISBUED 16u%-04. j:;:: 22, Igul}lienhn L. Engel........ e g AW i\]usmu‘me.
: i June a3, muz'l‘mm.e o R e T e l"rnnk]m.
I June e T T Y R A e e e LR NGRS S Cedar.
! 22 1092|Arthur C Fraoklin ...... c.ooiioiiicn Muscatine.
I* D ) WHOM ISSUED COUNTY jg::: ﬁe 102 I.cl;uwa A BN - s s b e ‘Museatine.
! G A b . June 22 1802|Walter Guthridge ... .. ooveeivasiieans g:“"'ﬁ gaxt
2{(Giaor L B 3 .|Van Buren. June I TR T L) A A S i A Bl“k Ha -3
i A Tt - o AL A L y Hardin June ., ISHJFHeIen 5 PR el e T ne aw
January G, 1892|Ada F. Brown.. ......... P VAL E A ol e i e e 2 l}!ack Mok
Ay B A e ooy Scott, June 22, 18021, Edward JohuBon ......covvienmnnane. Fr.nklin.
January 5, 1892/Horace T. Bushnell............. M CR e S gune 0 i et 6 —— D IStory
L R o S G e Clinton June 99, 1869|Lizzie M. Kallenbach . . 1221110111 Binck Hawk.
geuwiry ) TG LOTS LA.Da\'Is ......... N ; ﬁlack Iiswk June 22, 180¢15, Sophia Keeler., .. ..o oiinnins waain, I'['ﬂ“m'
anuary 5, 1802 l\‘!abel I'.'-"'HIGF' o2 Hamilton ) June 29, 1892/Stella M. Klugiaburj ...... vaasavraenis o Grondy,
Semary 5, IO e P bosg s Marshall.’ June 22, 18031 Elizabeth Klein........covaise covronss Linn, Rk
gamoney, D IO vnerL B, FORR: -+ Marshall. June 23 18u2iChas. F. Kuehne,..... ..... finthd ey 'lilack awk.
January 5, 1892/Grant E‘lom‘ T ‘[Butler . June 29 1842|Fravncis K, Lenocker..... "o g e l)_allas.] :
January 5. 1802/Anna C. Gnm‘lale. T PP Warre.n oo o e Pt e e ORI SN Ringgold. :
desngry, 5, 10dCharios W HEBTOR. oo RO G June 29" 1802|GEOTEE MALHOS . .vveeresineonsensnsnons Black Hawk.
Jannary 0, 1809 Harriett S Butle{’ June 92, 1802 Nellie McAlvin.....c..iiviinnnns i LY e (,}u,\lrtou.
Jauuary 5, 1802/ Haorge ‘A' it SR A R Ulinto;l June 22, 1802 Joseph C, MeGee. ............ | Ay e 5!;“ er.
dintary ‘8- J00MSalle B B0k, e iasys o T v Butler ' June 1802{lsabel M. Melntosh,..... ....i.n . eMnrmn.
Jannary g i% EI":":; El:l[uﬁ;:t{:;ﬁ ...... O ACA o b i - 20 gunn : W‘;’-V i
JBDI.I&T] » - ey by e et ty PR RN o e :
Jeunay B L Ao . 1511110 ey o 0v Carroll Jine e
it ; Prr it «vvne-|Des Moines. e i e
3, laﬁﬂlioberl: MOUAY i ci ot sassionns nage :
g:g‘;:g G e g e L) ﬂwggﬂl June 1892|N. Lavinia Mowry.. .... ﬁ? hguftl'a'wrk
dapuary B, 100BILL K MORERR, . 2o ens s edetes S IDallas June 22, 1892)Jessio M. MeNally......... M:l?dhall s
Januvary 5, 1802/Adam Pickett.........oooviiiiiniiaiie.. o ) s Sujon Bt 1608 Dinrs Be NSt +oerosis M kHI;Wk
January 5, 1803}Alice Sch“lenb"rg'“"""""”'""”siouxy' June 29, 1802/Kate E Nevile.....oovvvsiors e e 3
January 5, 1833 ilrat.haiielrSgucet. B Mot N, 5 O Washington. gum_ g: }% ‘B"'l!; l,{nl:‘::mg‘ Arw PN Pl L
5, 199 AL S R S une ) ¥ _ .
5::3:5; By Ly Fracs S TROmPEOR 1o onens e rnts s PN dupe 23 TsRlKatie L. Overfeli. 1.1 11 1101 Washington.
January 5, 1892|Clarence A. Torrey............--.-.----mmimn June 22, 1802{Paul Petarson...._............'.........anug.vi.m
Jannary 5, 1803J. Effus Vertz. ...cooueveinvreeeerns.s fai il June 29, 1802(Mary E_Polley.....c.cie crnsn ioioa. Buena Vista.
January 5, 1892|Lizzie R. Wallace......cooeeaeieaans s i Y Jube o g s B A RN L Bemon,
January 5, 1892|Florence F. Walraven .........ocovieaee. e e i pars T D N S [ Gurro Gordo
Jauuacy B, 1813 Ava Floy WHE-ccnseresosmnree st o Ohiokanaw, dume 3. 18030k Beverance. .. 1.1l Binck |
e 2 1392“’“““’%F#l?ht"g"“"“"” Binck Hawk: bt e AL . ..+« Montgomery,
June 22, 1892 Herbert gk coceneien Butler. iR B DDASEUEC, 300y S oy
June 23, 1 odore Anderson ..... g T 3._9 - unfe May Spoer 11111 famar
June 22, 1809 Lewis H, Androws ...... L Isto 23, 1862|Florence L. SITASSET ...v.vonrninrrnneess acke)
June ﬂlﬂﬂﬂr(}has W.Bartloe ...ssevas: [ ry. 29 1802(Chas. M. l.hﬂmpﬂon ...... PO e, Keokuk"
B NOES NIar Y- Bacte oo m;‘é’inawk 22" i8v3lAndrow 1. Thorburn. ... ... Keokuk.
Juane 22, lm&my Ban ok e &}%g&u{:{ﬁ:’ ______ T
R B 1008 Tvah & Blank oo li i --«|Buchanan, 23, 1892 E. W EBE. s v sossnensrecssnssnses| Poltawattamie.
Jume 3% T ary ‘"i:.."n:‘ise;a'::::::::::::::::::::... o, SR T
g:-:: '”:IWE“"J Calderwood......coorvnve wove.Tama, 22, 18921Emma Bradley...... ... cesamsrns s isaviPOWeahiek,
“
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DATE OF STATE C TOATRES :
CERTIFICATE. | TO WHOM ISSUED . CERTIFICATES—CoNTINvED.
= 4 COUNTY —
June 23, 18021 Y » DATE OF ——
}::gg 23, 1892/ \‘f"‘tﬁ;' V‘t&:ﬁt‘l‘:s:i-& ........................ Grundy. CERTIFICATE. TO WHOM ISSUED. | eine
Toite g{ 1892 Loulsa E. Colling. . .....eoerennnn, Linn. January 2, 1803 Mae Church \ s
June a5 T | e e A A L At b Linn, Jsnuary 2, 1808 Julia Dumke............... il . |Wright.
June ﬁ.‘;v 1892|Clara B. Goodale.. ........oovon e Black Hawk Jacuary 9, 1808Carl Eggert........... ..l nﬂl,ﬁ,u
June ey 1802 Lena Se s e At ) Butler. g Janusry 2, 1803 Edgar Emd -------------------- Des M
‘ June 5'—'. ::::: :'””" \;" w |l'lg’ﬂ..l.|3._: B A o Cedar. jauuar_y 23 1808/ Etta Galv R A g ¢_mlml';“"3
l Jume 23 1503 Ann M. Gumpbel 1111111111 el Junuary 3 108 Fraui B Howara'..... L1 fomeatine;
June o 6 pheung oo el R LS L (LS Ul Floyd. Janunry 2, 1898 John W 1{'{{' Calbot
' 4 Jmm 29’ 1802\ Mary B. Rie L e s e wie T Pow Janusry 2, 1898\ Lilll , B s R iy = e W {Calhoun.
une 93 1RGD| 1 b IO o5y ons vavanens eshiek. ) B A T R |Adair.
|1, [ June 32 '"""ﬁ l"!'”-hlﬂ"b T S K e Harrison. Japuary 2 1893(EMA Morrs ...ooovvnnininiivrinrirensoi] [Polk.
i Jane o :;':I; 7RO B Y AR e G Hardin, January 2, 1803John C, Ne]son’ i SRRt S {Black Hawk.
) o 23, 1008 Rachal BAnnell . .. oo oot = o Cedar. January 2, 1893{Nora M. Person.. sese a wasasssasas Washington
Juue 22, W ko TSt s Harrison Janusry 2, 1808 Lilllan L. Smith ..... ..iviciinin, oo ll:rnndi'g ;
Jone 22, 1892 John N. DICK e cacisiinnaian s Lag s Sennary 9 808, B BROUL. . ovuvsyorrinsastsasehnvis oo Hamilton.
= .‘"3' R A AT NI e b S N oS Clayton January 2, 1863 Matie B. Sl'a'ii:;'i .................. Marshall
Jug: % 10 s O Rt aas . b r ) e SERERE Davis., Javuary 2, 1808 Chester G. Wllzor;. e Black Hawk
Jnne ;:3. l&wel“m G. R KOB “;“: ..................... Vnu Bumn JI.I“B m. !auslﬂ U -Adﬂfnﬂ .................... Bugn‘ ‘Vi!u'
SJune S INLE WM Baldd. e aanayAY P“"'-Waua.m[, June 80, 1898 Allie D, Asqi:iif; .................... Sioux, -
Jun O ST Tt B e o T e e Pottawattamie. June 80, 1808]Ad] ANATOWS . ..oo.oneseonneonrern o Harrison
A R ek e Kossuth, Jupe %0, 1893Y. G. Bawnell.... ... i1l . [Butler,
s 20, TOUBWin. A. Peterson. .. .o..i.zssoon s Clark. June 30, 1895 Clara G. sl R A o i Benton.
J 22, 19021 0lItte PIorce. .. ......ovesrosoens s Montgome June 30, 1898|Genetta B. Bushyager. . s A D Benton
June 22, IBMIE. Albert MAROB. Lnitxy < maisnso s AN ERERY |Marahal. Jons 00, AAW, F. Beruer..o . ese i Franklin .
June g9 1809 Halen BI880MN. . o oottt Wright. Jans 80, 1893Katie A. Cunniogham......... mmernyes Piymouth
Juno 88 THBAUDE L. SHEIGE = o s va e SN sy Lee, June 30, 1803|Getrude (-nﬂlte'rg RN AS AR a0 s RERE RS Black Hawk
Juno 22, 1802 Vinn L. Warr. .... SRR vesrasasaecians JJnBpET, June R L oD Chha dserivewyeantapn shacs Plymonth A
o B AeLie i s jike B e B
s } s b i B SR u A b (‘C i bbbl Gl 1 el ) | -
ga,}y 80, 1892|Viola H. u;:;ﬂ" ------------- P o TR (alay?;n JJIJI!Q B0, lm Addie (.o&lkoin:s, ................. Polk.
s Iy o e il e ST et it L Poweshiek J'““‘ 80, 189BICHAS. 5. CObD. . oousrsrserns oo Adams.
Joly S e Bl S Dl June 80, 19BChng. 8 COUD....ouivsciviei seianines Siaux.
. lr 30, 1803 Anua meh.n.rﬁ" Batler. Juu- 30, 18u3lAlbert 1., OOl o v s B Tewaiih Musecaline,
J“ y 30, 1802/ Lena Beadle . .|Shelby. Jnne 80, 18081Tames J. DALY.........o0 oo, Wright.
duly 30, 1898 Alice Bradrick. ... Pottawattamie. el - il e R o S SR s +seane- (Clayton.,
Juiy 80, 1892 Margaret C. Cusey. . . +|Leas, Ja . 30, 1995{Ada J. Down .........0o0s vasestan e Pocahontas.
July B 1802 Tom J, Cowan . .. . IBuena Vm. J“:: 80, 18U8EMmn L. FVRDS. o v o vsessoromre o S,
J ]y 90, R ettt Sl et A s (et Jones, Jun 80, 1893(Percival Huggett ........... e Aduir,
J:ig 33 vt e S 0y e Pv“b"qni’- Jone %, :%Cl nh‘gﬂﬁ" el k. S 5 Black Hawk.
ni Bt e Jume 30, 180 Clura G Hears 121111111 g Haw
July ﬁ. e "“"“”"-----.......;.....::....::F“* Tane 0 el | B
A e e ORI,
July 30, 1 Allie Parnnu ............... o | ove 80, 1808[Lena A. HUsSeY. ... .....c00ens suns 4 uh
July 80, 1 SN 7 e AN ET RO VT4 Vg Jdune 80, 1803 Charles ﬂeuryy """""""""""""" y
.r:%, 801 i} b e g Bhc duge 80, 1803iLisen A 5 R Bt B Hawk
A e Jone 0, e Floruacs Knckerbosker 1111111111 il Havi
July 2(Luly Satterthwait . e o 1808 Elizabeth Kearnville, .......0.oveeerions Black Hawk
July oo. 1m1.omn S S R VA Ry g e 30, 1893 Alice C. Kin Montgome
T ) LOWATL L June 30, 1803 Arthur I, e Black Hawk.
Jul o e e ) end g- :%Bau J. Mintier. ... Harrison.
: m: M | R ooy, X umsiicde & MoEikiney Washington.
g AU SRR i 0, 1893(Laura H Marsh .. -+ |Clay.
" G ..?‘_;--c- . s e Jm gl laﬂal’lt}mm ______ FIU d
:w 2, e June 30, 1864 Harry Moore........ Butler.
O PO T e S X Tane 50 ;gg'ﬂl B MADGE - teeses Black Hawk.
1893 Maud E. Milliman ... 1oieieens aenss Black Hawk.
...... e .-....H‘mn_
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June 30, 1808 Edith A. \leely ........... A R e Black Hawk.
June 80, 1898 May L. Newcomb, .......... S s s TR e,
June 30, 18958 Kate G. 108 o o o . I e T 8 e Clayton.
June 80, 180B|Emma B. PolloeK.....ccrnssvsessmsonses Webster.
June 80, 1898[Helen L. POOT ........0vvevneessnses. st/ Buchanan,
June 80, 1803|W. R. Patterson .. ......ovv.oeannesnss o Black Hawk.
June 80, 1803|Frank W. Perkins........ PR vvensn ./ Buchanan.

. June 30, 18v3lJennie Raymond........ i e s Polk.

: June 80, 1803(Florence K, Streeter.,...... s ey Black Hawk.
June 80, 1808IMary K. Bteele. ... reesessirsronsnssnss Marion,

1 June 80, 1898|Lucy M. Smith. ... .......... b awdna ... |Mills.
June 80, 1803|Ella F. Seurry .....ooooves coniiiigeiens Hardin,
June 30. 18U8iKmma Sherrett.......cc.avsinrssasscsnn Tama.
June 30, 1893|Blanche B. Sokol...... v e T A B
June 80, 1803 |Edna S. Savage.......... PN = A P o | Washington,
Juane 30, 1893 Marguerite Staves, . ... SRR RSttt 1 b1

i June L R T T R RN R e et Black Hawk.

| June 80, 1~93Samuel L. TRODIAS. - v certvrmrsssva ....|Harrison,

~ June 30, 1898|R0th Traver. ..c-vivivsvnmivions <mnoaes|GIBY:
June 30, 1893 Samuel J. Torney...... B P | A
June 30, 1808/Augusta M. Westfall. ......oo.vueeens...[Hardin.
June 30, 1808/E. B. Williams, ......... PR oy e R Mahaska.
June 30, 1808|Lucy M. Wood..... S RS et 15 1, 1: 00
June 80, 1808{Jennie E WIor.... vovveeisorrassmasnns |Cerro Gordo.
June 80, 1B98|LeRoy A Wes00tt ...ovuuiauearoyesosvas| LRIA
June B0 TEOBIE K WHOBIOE . . s imiess e io v avionveved RMEITHOTS
June B0 TRORIA NS Fi88E . e ri oo a v matmn s vip/asbil Black Hawk.
June 30, 1808/ Mande Humphrey......ocoeoivuvans +....|Black Hawk.
June 30, 1898 Abbie L. Bla ely.... B P AR o b
June 30, 1808 H. E. Batton...... ersnnssesestinessses | Hamilton.
June 80, 1898/Clara Fanston.......c.ccveeveesress....|/Cherokee.
June 30, 18081E. 8. Hady.........- B o S e e (87T g e
June 30, IsﬁsJameslmwrey Tanai b wrelmviies waaie s BLOHIG)
June 30, 1803 Jessie A. Segnar. Tama,
June 30, 1888iPoter B; Woods., o vscv-asacaiios e .. |Marion.
June 80, 1808 Janet COWAD .. cvvsevssrnasersasssvsass|O'Brien.
Aungust 23, 1803/Jennie K. Thompson ...........,.......|/Butler,
August 23, 1893|Winnifred Hazen Sloan.................[Woodbury.
L]
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STATE DIPLOMAS, ISSUED 1802-1894.

DATE OF DIPLOMA. TO WHOM ISSUED. COUNTY.
Anuar 5, 1802{Charles H. Beaver .......;.ccosssrvsenss Dallas.

:;g,uua.r; 5. st Lonis Bogaman.. .. ... cocn e tasnrserapy Wayne.
Junuary 5, 1802/Ardella M. Billings........ ...........|Clioto;,
Janunary 5, 1892{Emir E. ST by e L wes a s JIYOR.
January 5, 1802(S. Laura Ensign ........o.oocoieiiena. . [Black Hawk.
January 5, 1802/H. H. Freer.......c.cc.iiviiinnis wwash o {LADD,
January 5, 1802/ William T. Jackson............. veeres o fJohnson.
Junvary 5, 1802(James W. Johnson......ooiviieiiiiniii Mahaska.
Jauuary 5, 1892{H. B. Larrabee .............. e S DAON,
Jannary 5, 1802|Geo. E. 1T T e N | [ Ny PR | TN
January 6, 1892[Marie W. Riddell..... oy i k| Harrison.
January 5, 1802(G. H. Bummner.. ......covvains 2 s e Clayton.
January 5, 1802l ngleetn F. Ware,....cooiiiiiiiiiin o Pottawattamie.
Jine 22 1802(Florence Backus.......ccvvciveiiianeens Lee.
June 23, 1802|George 8. Dick,......... .. A s s Hoid
June 29, 1892 Lafayette Higgins....oooo covei o oovnns Pol
Jung 29 1802|Edgar L. Porter...... it cesssesvs o Johnson,
June '*2 1892 Charles E. Smith.... Des Moines.
June 22, 1892 Samuel H. Sheakley. v nnseiess | BrOMIET.
June 22, 1892/ Ada Knight Terrell . G N .|Shelby.
January 2, 1893 Bertha Favard.... SR | ¥

2, 1808/C. €. Hod =T - Page.

2, 1893|A. T. Hukill........ coslowa.

30, 1893 Mary K
40, 1803|8. J. Fil:ﬂey..,.......-...................

Amos Biath: 35 e

Polk.

2, 1%98Henry F. Klln Allamakee.

2. 18693\ Mary Mck tm-ick. o brrir e S =

N smmams

-

TS 8023 00 1S XS

s T e T TR S N = 15

e et N e vess|Cn8S.

oines.

2. 1868]A. W, McPherson.......................lGu hrie.

’ Black Hawk
Ba3|Elsie E. Parrv................ s asonee JBlatkE Hawk:
‘essie H. Wilson..... Srak Lol B e OIS
C.F, Woodward.. ..o..e0:< sae s ane e jEHBPGIN,
0. A, vander Linden,.. ......oooooe ..|Marion.

3 i
thi‘{irs.m e WS e e b B it
R G e S T s e v DBIARTEL
Marion.
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Bhowing record of examinations held by the State Board of Examiners,

REPORT OF THE

STATEMENT

together with fees received,

CERTIFICATES.

PLACE OF

HOLDING EXAM- DATE.

INATIONS.

NUMBER OF | CERTIFICATES
APPLICANTS.| GRANTED.

Des Moines .. ..|Dec.
Cedar Falls. ... June
Grinnell ,......Jooe
Mt. Vernon ....June

BEBEREna~~8

q—-ﬁ—oi
g-

gzzEzes

y !i"p__m‘.lg ipaiamsmpddasssisns s anen s dipivndniqadnaceanes LR
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SUMMARY,

CERTIFI- 1 |
NUMBER OF | CATES AND ‘ : |
APPLICANTS.| DIPLOMAS l‘g'. o -
ISSUED % g a’
KIND OF LICENSE. : , 9 3 g
. S| = 8| 418 B E
sl8|%lcl8|8[E] 3 .
c|le |2l 2|2 =4 &
2 | g-° gisl8@l & | &
Sinle COrtifoates. ... esees 123| 179 100( 162) 252508 S81.00[875,00
State AIplOMAS. .. voonecrionns 27 12 2% 12 whr 192,50/ 2.50
1 A ] ol 841l 126! 1 -w‘mumw;ﬂ_b_o
SUMMARY.
Number of certificates issued to Sepmmhar 80, 30RL. « o s wE v IR AR

Number of u‘rsilleam jssued period #nding September 80, 1893..
Total number fssned. . ....cooiiiiiiiiian P o AT

448
252
700
Fixpired by IMIAHOD. ... oeessrenssnssesarvensisseisinsniase e 3
054
134
8
172

. Total number of certificates in force September 80, 1808, .......
Number of diplomas in foroe 1801, . ... ooaenirirn sanurnesnansres
Number of diplomas issued period ending Beptemhar 80, 1898. ..., e

‘Total number of diplomas in force September B0 3808 . 055004

STATEMENT.

Of the expenses of the State Board of Examiners. from October 1, 1801, to
Jauuary I, 1892. .
wmmmwm AMOUST.
nwjmu......u.... e r Y 0 TR e R LT, T ' ‘l'
_ Januwary 1, 1892 to October 1, 1893.
:m nlm.‘l.l_ltiiocniouu0!.-.-‘0-. ----- Sassssnissnnn ‘CCt‘t‘vl ' ’.’
wm»---..«-..,.;. sasassrgresbad ettt redas rpaesenerhandr ’lw
.‘.' m‘m‘..i.-l’tnitl|ntO.l-ol..l.lcu-uttdlltintplltt-'-'l.'t...’ool ”ﬂ
hnﬂnlm CEE RN RN seREBBErAbsbaanen ssmEAss S RN R Y ’I.W

- &Em campEespirnhdong bea ---.i' I I, R Gysuswensis ”‘-::

‘ﬂ&m.".. I...bll('*..'. #eas deserd LR sdancadsbisssaneh
. B EDOMPARE. .. ..oy sin i iiessiaiirannasnanenr e el T

e 40;.! adisanIeREReRsEEEETY

srEems T AL FY yiepaaghasnseviniang

."\._m.ttllcl-t-.a--cb.toc.i.|'o‘tr-l-o-pu1' ----- wawaew s

Feasanineirenseasnidpie

gur

e e S X LR L S N LA same Eeees

g _ﬂ”“.c. s l..l.ll’..a.--'..t, sesmam A eI RN TS e aamTae
~ ] el
.m .--.pro.&- ssdesssspEsr T seaesadpaasaEsissbarnTErE

ocqv'\.llt‘ll:..‘ Ty o R R R LA R AR R 3
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SCHOOL DIRECTORS AND DISTRICTS.

The powers and limitations of the board are not in all places
sufficiently explicit. In others questionable anthority is granted, as
where a pupil in independent districts can be expelled only by
consent of the president of the board. In other words he possesses
an absolute veto in this matter over the unanimous voice of the
rest of the board. This is a power which eounld be exercised arbi-
trarily to the detriment of the school. A majority of the entire
board should possess this power, and the law needs amending
accordingly.

In distriet townships the president and the subdirector alone,
according to an opinion by the attorney-general, are vested with
this authority. The objection is that it does not leave a pupil the
same opportunity for appeal, except by some straining of the letter
of the law, as in independent districts. Appeals are usually taken

from action of boards, a record of which is kept. The president and

subdirector leave no record on which technically to base an appeal,
though the department has held that they act for the board and that
an appeal will lie. A child in a subdistrict should not be denied
the legal redress which is granted another child across the line in
an independent district, because some of the technical conditions
are wanting. : _

Some district organizations have been virtually abandoned,
owing to decrease of children in the district. That is, the board
refuses to keep a school for the few remaining children, or else
‘they neglect to call elections for chosing directors and transacting
other business for the district. The children are sent to other dis-
tricts to school, or not at all. At the same time, the district draws
its semi-annual apportionment for these children without contrib-
uting by taxation to the support of any school.

A remedy for failure to keep up the regular district organization
and maintain a school, might be found in withholding the appor-
mmt and providing for the absorption of the terrritory into

ST
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other districts, by authorizing the county superintendent to attach
such distriet to other districts after two years’ failure to maintain
its organization.

In this place we feel compelled to report the anomalous condi-
tion of two sections in the northern portion of the state that are
without school privileges and contribute nothing for sehool sup-
port, and this contrary to the wishes of the residents of this terri-
tory. They are not included in any school district. When the town-
ship board [changed subdistrict boundaries, about twenty years
ago, it omitted two sections, not including them in any subdistriet,
no one protesting at the time because the territory in question was
unoccupied. Later the township went into independent districts,
and the territory was settled. Its inhabitants now desiring school
facilities, seem to have no remedy. They cannot send to adjoining
districts if refused admission. They cannot compel adjoining dis-
tricts to attach their territory, and there is no provision whereby
they can organize as a distriet by themselves. Since they should
not be denied the school privileges they desire, and since all terri-
tory should contribute to the support of public education, the atten-
tion of the legislature is called to the condition described, for such
legislation as may be needed to give relief to the parties in question.

There is at present but a small number of independent town-
ship districts in which a board of six directors is elected from the
township (district) at large and having full control as a board, of
all schools in the district. But the universal verdict of county
superintendents and other edacators is favorable to this forin of
district. This is true not alone for this state, but for others. The
unlimited multiplication of rural independent districts has not
proven conducive to the best school interests.

In the case of district townships, where directors are chosen by
subdistricts which they more especially represent, instead of by the
township at large, we concur in former recommendations by this
department, that teachers should be hired by the board, not by
individual subdirectors, and the law should be amended in this
respect.

Chapter 136, Laws of 1876, makes women eligible to any school
office. A point which has several times been brought to our atten-
tion is, what must be the age of a woman to make her thus eligible ?

It is a question we have never attempted to answer. Must she be
twenty-one as in the case of a man before he can become a citizen,

or need she be only eighteen, at which age she attains her majority ?

1893, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 113

Since the chapter cited above is silent, the question should be defined
by the legislature.

The district township boards were notified by special eircular
letters from this department containing a copy of Chapter 20, Laws
of 1892, and requiring them to take action in accordance therewith.
Most boards at once complied with the provisions of said chapter,
and others having overlooked or neglected it at first, have com-
plied since. This letter with other letters of instruction to school
boards is appended.

ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS PASSED AT THE REGULAR SESSION OF
THE TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
CHAPTER 20,
TERM OF OFFICE, SUB-DIRECTORS OF SCHOOLS.

8 F. 113, AN ACT to Make the Time for which Sub-Directors of Schools
are Elected Three Years.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Towa:
SUB-DIRECTORS' TERMS CLASSIFIED.

SECTION 1. That at the regular meeting of the board of directors of dis-
trict townships in September, 1802, the board of directors shall specify what
sub-distri¢ts, at the sub-district election following in March, shall elect sub-
directors for one year, two years and three years, respectively, making the
three classes as nearly equal as possible,

SEC. 2. That after this election in Mareh all sub-directors shall be
elected and hold oflice for a term of three years,

Sec. 8. That all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions
of this act are hereby repealed.

Approved April 6, 1892,

To the Secretary of............ District Township:

You will please read the above law and this circular to your board at its
regular meeting on the third Monday in September.

It will be noticed in the above act, passed by the Twenty-fourth General
Asgsembly of lIowa, that the term of office of the sub-director after March,
1868, will be three years,

At the regular September meeting of the District Township Board the

requirements of this act should receive prompt attention. We suggest that

il might be well to designate in some way the several sub-districts, and for
what time each shall elect a sub-director, so that no mistake NAY oceur,

If in the township there be a full complement of sub-districts, it might be

well for the board to designate that sub-districts 1, 8, and 5 shall elect each -
& sub-director for one year; sub-distriets 2, 6 and 8 shall elect each a sub-

director for two years; sub-districts 4, 7 and 9 shall elect each a sub-director

for three years, and give notices accordingly; provided, there arve less than

nine sub-districts in your distriet township, instruet accordingly.

8
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The sub-districts should be divided so that the number of sub-directors
chosen for one, two and three years, respectively, may be divided as nearly
equal as possible.

This act was passed in the belief that it would inure to the gen-
eral benefit of our school system, and it now remains for your people to
exercise their best judgment in the selection of those who for a term of
years are to care for the interest and welfare of the district. A sub-director
should be a person who feels great interest in school matters. He should
be a person willing to devote time and thought to the end that his sub-
distriet may be provided with all that is necessary te equip a school for
eflicient work. He should be a frequent visitor of the school. He should
see that the school house, the school yard and all out-buildings are kept in
good repair. From the foregoing it is seen that the selection of a sub-
director is a matier of great concern.

This eircular letter is issued at this time to call attention to the sbove act
for fear the 1892 revision of the lowa School Laws may not reach the various
township boards in time for the regular September meeting.

J. B. KNOEPFLER,
Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Des Moines, August 15, 1892,

To the Seeretary:

As the regular meeting of the board of directors on the third Monday of
this month is of great importance to general school interests, we take this
opportunity to communiecate with the directors, and you will please see that
this eirenlar is read so that all members of the board will be acquainted
with its contents.

Each member of the board is entitled to a copy of the new school laws of
1892, and will in due time receive a copy from your county superintendent.
Your attention is ealled to the changes made by the Twenty-fourth General
Assembly in the provisions of sections 1752 and 180715, In another special
cireular we have ealled your attention to an act making the tenure of oflice
of the sub-director three years after the March election of 1893, and suggested
the manner in which you should endeavor to comply with the act known as
chapter 20, laws of 1892, and found on page 50 of the new school laws, On
the fourth page we mention some of the more important matters that will
demand your earnest attention. Give them ecareful consideration.

Every board should require the secretary and the treasurer to present a
complete report to the board for acceptance; and the board should know
that the county superintendent receives at once a correct copy these reports.
In this way that officer will have less difficulty in making his annual report
to this office in time as required by law.

The financial and clerical matters of the district should receive particu-
lar attenition. They should be in the hands of competent persons. That
system may be had by both these officials, they should be provided with

.convenient and properly arranged books, and all entries correctly made.
Their accounts and records should always be ready for public inspection.
Both school patrons and tax payers have a right to know from personal
examination that the duties delegated to their officials arve being effici-
‘ently and economically administered. Section 1732 is mandatory regarding
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the examination of the treasurer’s accounts and makin e

mofn;.? with this ofﬁ.cer. Boards, before attempting uuyi;,,::rll,l:-::u::;:”;:,—
s gt o thorosghly vaderatand. thel

It is hoped that boards will take great pains to arran
of teachers so as to secure the best talent available.
ence in this matter cannot but injure theschool, A sli increase in s
for marked efliciency often donbles the usefulness gj}l::]l:r::::I::::nlu!r_\l'
neightens the interest sf the community in the school. 'I'('u;;lu-rs 'm:":-
appreciation, and instructors of merit will be attracted to those dfslﬁ:-tu :h).
boards of which take pains to reward a conscientions, earnest eni‘olien‘;
worker. : ' I

Boards should see that pupils are provided with first-class text-books at
n;:;xgg;eaml:]uahle rates. The notes to the text-book law; in the school ]a\::s
o will aford much assistance to ¢ ishi .
ek boards wishing to purchase text-books

The sdoption of a course of study for the schoals of the distriet, and its
eulorc':emsnt, is one of the most important matters that ean come to your
attention. In very many couuties, the county superintendent, the boards
the teachers, and the patrons are working together to secure better resulu;
than have heretofore been obtained. The classification of the ungraded
schools, where all work together, and where boards insist upon having
their regulations upon the subject carried out in their spirit, has greatl
multiplied the usefulness of the schools, saved valuable time to teachers a.:lnjl,
scholars, and made the work of suceeeding teachers more profitable.

One of the greatest needs of many of our schools is suitable appar-
atus. Directors at this meeting should canvass this subject thoroughly
and learn the wants of their respective schools. A teacher no more
than & farmer can do effectual work without proper aid. Every school
house should be provided with at least one set of outline physical maps
one large political map of the United States, one large map of lows.
showing counties, sections and railronds; one set of anatomical charts; one
primary reading chart; one eight-inch globe; one set of plain and ;olid
geometrical forms; one unabridged, and several academic dictionaries.

We believe the ahove are necessary to teach a good common school, As
much more apparatus should be procured as can be afforded and used to
advantage. Each teacher should be held individually responsible for all
apparatus placed in his care, and a proper receptacle be provided for the
same. Aoy unapproprinted contingent fund may be used for the purchase
of apparatus,

In compliance with section 1787, it would be well for every board
ither a printed or written set of rules and regulations. n'i‘haea wm hg:‘::
uniformity, dispateh and dignity to the board’s proceedings. To avoid any
possible misunderstanding regarding rules that are to govern, new hoards
in organizing would do well, either to adopt new rules and regulations, or
hi.“ it distinetly understood that those of the old board shall govetn; in
either m.i.hsy should be read, so that all members of the board will under-

It is hoped that the members of the board, individually, will convince

ves regarding the condition and surroundings of their school house

ge Lhe compensation
Parsimony or indiffer-
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site. 1s your school house in good repair? Is if comfortably furnished? Is
it amply supplied with black-boards? Is the yard in a tidy state? Are there
the legal number of trees in a growing, thrifty condition? Is there a legal
fence around the site¥ Is there a bountiful supply of good drinking water?
Are the out-buildings a credit to the district? Please give each and every
one of these inquiries your close attention,

* It is essential to the best interests of the school that there be two out-
buildings well apart, one for boysjand one for girls. It would be well to
give these out-buildings frequent personal inspection and know that they
are never in a condition to give offense to the moral sensibilities of the
children.

The teaching of patriotism should be a leading feature in every school.
Ench school house should be a center from which will radiate principles
that will inspire love of country, home and flag, and to this end every facility
possible ought to be afforded. Directors should see to it that every school
district is provided with a flag, and every school house with a staff, from
which shall float, as oceasion demands, the beautiful starry emblem of our
country.

It is the duty, and will be the aim, of all efficient directors to see
that sll the school laws, at least so far as they are concerned, are fully
enforced. They should not in any way attempt to shift the responsibilities
thrown upon them. Many of the good features of our school system, if sue-
cessfully carried out, need the hearty co-operation of school officers and
teachers, and if the latter are derelict in their duties, the former are often
times at fault. That our schools may accomplish the greatest good, direc-
tors must make visits and inspectionsjtojascertain the condition of the
school work; they must encourage the jcommendable and discourage the
objectionable features; they must give general directions and see that they
are followed, The director’s office is # most important one and under no
cireumstances should he take it, unless he is willig to accept and cheerfully
perform its many respousibilities.

Wae rejoice with you that our common school system is more Lhan ever
before the pride of our people, and we hope with you that lown will always
maintain her high station in educational matters.

The boards of all districts hold a regular mee ing on the third Monday in
September. Among the items of business that may be transacted are the
following:

1. To receive the annual report of the treasurer and to make complete
settlement with that officer, and with the secretary.

9. To elect a secretary and a treasurer, and to fix the sulary of each
officer. i

8. In district townships, to change the boundaries of sub-districts, as
provided by sections 1796, 1725 and 1738.

4. To provide for the teaching of any branch ordered by the 8lectors to
be taught, and such other brunches as may seem desirable to the board.

5. To determine the number of schools, the time they shall be taught
‘beyond the p required by law, and to fix the compensation of teachers.
"6. In district townships, to separate the several sub-districts into
classes for the election of sub-directors next March for terms of one, two
‘and three years. See Chapter 20, Laws of 1592,
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7. Whera. county unifarmity is not in effect, to take action in striot
accordance with Chapter 24, Laws of 1800, for the purchase of text books to
be sold to puplls.
= 8. To T'ufqui_re the secretary to flile with the officers named in section
1736 a certificate of the election, qualification aud post-office uddress of the
president, treasurer and secretary.

9. To effect an insurance on school property with unappropriated con-
tingent fund.

10. To take the proper steps to carry out the expressed wishes of the
electors upon matters within the control of said electors,

11. To adopt a course of study, whieh must include the subjects directed
by Chapter 1, Laws of 1886, to be taught in all schools. Attention isinvited
to a hand-book for teachers, containing a course of study for country schools
whieh conrse we hope boards will adopt for use in the ungraded schools of
their district.

12, To adopt such rules and regulations as may be needed for the govern-
ment of the board or its officers, and also rules for the general government
of the schools.

13, With unappropriasted contingent fund in the treasuty, to purchase
records, dictionaries, maps, charts and apparatus.
@ 1. Ingeneral, to take every action consistent withithe luw, that will tend
to increase the vhlue and efficiency of the schools.
Yours cordially,

J. B, KNOEFFLER,

Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Des Moines, Seplember 1, 1892,
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THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT.

At various times there have been movements made looking
towards the abolishment of this office. At other times the same
end has apparently been sought by an effort to have the compen-
- sation reduced below what any competent and self-respecting
teacher]could accept the office for. Just why it has been the tar-
get at which so many shafts have been aimed is not altogether
clear. J Certain it is there are few offices requiring such varied
talents, so much of sound judgment and wise discretion, with so
much of drudgery as that of connty superintendent of schools. We
see no reason for crippling the efficiency of this office.

From fifteen to twenty per cent of the teachers going into the
schools each year are new and inexperienced. Generally the town
and city schools refuse to employ teachers without experience,
Consequently the rural schools become the practice field for some
four thousand new teachers every year. They furnish the drill
ground notonly for their own teachers, but for those who drift into
the better paid eity positions, as soon as they have acquired exper-
ience and shown proficiency.

Next to experienced teachers is needed close and efficient super-
vision. Most town schools have both., The rural schools, contain-
ing at least eighty per cent of the new teachers, are therefore the
more in need of wise and judicions sapervision. At present this is
done, as'far as done st all, by the county superintendents, and it
sevins impossible that any one ean seriously think of weakening or
abolishing the little personal supervision which their time allows
them to give. Not less, but more supervision. Some counties
have as high as two hundred schools. With his other duties it is
impossible for the county superintendent to visit them even once &
year. This is so patent it-needs no comment. There should be a
‘competent person to supervise not to exceed forty schools in the
rural districts. And the question arises whether the connty super-
intendent should not be allowed assistants for this purpose. It
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seems to be the only feasible solution of the problem of measur-
ably adequate supervision,

It becomes our duty to eall attention in this place to a pecnliar
inconsistency in the statute. In section 1577 it suthorizes the
superintendent of public instruction to call conventions of county
superintendents. In section 1774 the latter are required to conform
to the instructions of the former. It would seem just therefore that
when they were complying with instractions in attending said con-
ventions at the call of the superintendent of public instruction,
they should be entitled to their expenses consequent on such attend-
ance, and that each should unquestionably receive his usual per
diem as county superintendent. But no express provision being
made that the county shall pay his expenses, few boards of super-
visors, if any, have allowed them, while in some instances the
county superintendent has had difficulty in getting his regular salary
allowed, for time spent at such conventions. Here we have an
officer legally bound to eomply with the requirements of another,
and after doing so at some outlay to himself, being denied his
expenses aud salary for the time. To say that this is unjust as well

as inconsistent, is not overstating the truth.

The law needs amendment in this particular. It ought explic-
itly to say that county saperintendents shall be entitled to their reg-
ular salary or per diem, and to all necessary expenses, when called to
meet in conventions by the superintendent of public instruction. And
then their attendance should be insisted upon unless excused by the
state superintendent. A number of them did not attend a single
one of the spring conventions in the past two years, and some have
been seen at none of the meetings, and are personally strangers to
us. Some allowance might also be made for his expenses for trav-
eling in the visitation of his schools. No other county official is
required to bear a similar burden. ‘

The office of county superintendent should be taken out of poli-
ties, just as every other school office or school position should, If
political parties arrayed themselves against each other on questions
and policies of education, there might be reason in having the
glection of county superintendent determined by the politics of
candidates and the strength of their respective parties. But this
is rarely the case. Politics comes in for no part in the administra-
tion of a county superintendent’s duties. Seldom do communites
inquire after the political creed of directors to be elected, or of
teachers to be employed, and yet there would be just as mnuch pur-
pose in so doing as in the case of county superintendents. Intrinsic
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fitness, rather than mere drawing qualities or geographical availa-
bility should determine elections to this office. But, under our
present system, this is not always the case. The remedy for the
evil of using this office as political trading stock lies in one of two
things. Either the elections to this office must take place at a
different time, when they may be separated from the excitement
and political influences that so largely control general elections, or
the office must be filled by appointment. The latter method is the
better, as it wonld, at the same time, be likely to settle the much
mooted question of prescribing qualifications for eligibility to the
county superintendency.

The appointments, or elections, could be made by the presidents
of all the school boards of a county, or by the boards voting as
individuals or as units. The objection to each of these suggestions
will doubtless be that the superintendent wounld often be embar-
rassed in his official action by reason of obligations for his appoint-
ment to those in his own county to whom he owed his appoint-
ment, just as now he is often embarrassed or threatened in the
rigid performance of what he feels for the best welfare of the
schools, because of the political influence that would be turned
against him.

In several states the state board of education appoints the county
superintendents. Such a provision leaves them fearless and
untrammeled by political considerations in performing their duties.
If the state board of examiners were authorized to make said
appointments, beside taking the office out of politics as much as
this can be done, the question of eligibility would take care of
itself. There would be no reason for legislation on that point.

The law now requires the county superintendent to certify
to the time he is employed in official duties. This should be
changed so as to allow him a stated salary and require him to
devote his entire time to official duties. His net salary should not
be less than is paid to the auditor or.treasurer of the same county,
because the duties are not less arduous and responsible. There are
few towns requiring the supervision of twenty or more teachers
which pay their superintendent less than $1,500 per year. Why
should & county, then, expect to pay less than $1,500 per year for
‘supervision and examination of three times twenty teachers, this
being the lowest number in any county in the state! It is a note-
‘worthy fact that many principals and city superintendents decline
& nomination and certain election to the county superintendency
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because the latter pays less absolutely and entails greater expense
than the position they already hold.

As authorized in section 1577 of the Uode conventions of connty
superintendents were called for mutual enlightenment and discus-
sion of methods, and for the more eflicient supervision of the
schools. Each superintendent is called twice a year to such meet-
ings, once when all are called at the time of the State Teachers’
Association, and once by districts in various portions of the state.
In 1892 seventy-five attended these distriet meetings, and in 18983
sixty-six.

Elsewhere we have suggested the propriety of allowing both
the legal per diem and expenses for such attendance. We
might hope then to report the attendance of every one of
the ninety-nine superintendents, The latter strongly urge the
attendance of all their teachers at the normal institute. They should
feel it just as incumbent upon themselves to attend meetings called
by the snperintendent of public instruction, which calls are clearly
provided for by statute, as they wish their own teachers to feel
with reference to attendance at the institutes.

These meetings bring the superintendents into closer harmony,
help to unify the work, expand their horizon and beget more fra-
ternal feeling. With a full attendance and discussion, not a super-
intendent would go home without new ideas to carry into his work.
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COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS’ MEETINGS.

An official call was issued in the spring of 1892 to the county
superintendents of Adair, Boone, Calhoun, Dallas, Greene, Guthrie,
Hamilton, Hardin, Jasper, Madison, Marion, Marshall, Polk,
Poweshiek, Story, Warren and Webster counties, to meet at Des
Moines, April 5-6. To those of Benton, Black Hawk, Buchanan,
Cedar, Clinton, Delaware, Dubuque, Grundy, Iowa, Jackson,
Johnson, Jones, Linn, Louisa, Muscatine, Seott and Tama, tomeetat
Dubuque, April 12 13. To those of Allamakee, Bremer, Butler,
Cerro Gordo, Ohickasaw,Clayton, Fayette, Floyd, Franklin, Hancock,
Howard, Mitchell, Winnebago, Winneshiek, Worth and Wright, to
meet at New Hampton, April 19-20. To those of Buena Vista, *
Cherokee, Clay, Dickinson, Emmet, Humboldt, Kossnuth, Lyon,
O'Brien, Osceola, Palo Alto, Plymouth, Poeahontas, Sioux, Wood-
bury, to meet at Emmetsburg, April 27-28. To those of Adams,
Audubon, Oarroll, Cass, Crawford, Fremont, Harrison, Ida, Mills,
Monona, Montgomery, Page, Pottawattamie, Sac, Shelby and Taylor,
to meet at Council Bluffs, May 3-4. To those of Appanocose,
Clarke, Davis, Decator, Des Moines, Henry, Jefferson, Keokuk,
Lee, Lucas, Mahaska, Monroe, Ringgold, Union, Van Buren,
Wapello, Washington and Wayne, to meet at Ottumwa, May 5-6.

These sections were called to meet at the same places in April
and May, 1893, except that Towa City was substituted for Dubuque,
Fairfield for Ottumwa, the Emmetsburg and New Hampton sections
at their request, met in joint session at Clear Lake, the third day
being given up to a general educational meeting.

The following program was earried out by each section the first
year:

PROGRAMME For 1802,

What are the essentials of a good institute, and what should the
institute do for every teacher?

Plan, purpose and resnlts expected of school visitation.
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What changes are needed to make the state course of study for
country schools still more effective?

How shall we secare correct reports on time from secretaries
and treasurers, and how make our annnal reports more complete
and valuable?

The desirability of holding township teachers’ meetings at
regular periods, under the supervision of the county superintendent.

How can we supply our schools with a larger number of efficient
teachers!

In what particulars does the country school fail to meet reason-
able expectations!

What may we do to secure improvement in the school grounds
and ont-bunildings?

How best test the qualifications of applicants for teachers’ cer-
tificates!?

ROUND TABLE-

Amendments to the school laws,

The Columbian Exposition.

Question box.
* While the programs for the district meetings for 1893 varied
somewhat, each section discussing some topic not on the different
programs, a numberof general topics was discussed by all sections.

PROGRAM For 1893.

In what matters should there be unity of action among county
superintendents?

How can the work of visitation and inspection be made the
most effective?

Value and use of the records in the ecounty superintendent’s
office. What reports should teachers make to eounty superinten-
dents?

The ideal normal instructor.

Advantages to be derived from a strict adherence to the course
of study, and how secured?

Are popular lectures desirable at the normal institute?

How may we assist teachers to prepare themselves for state cer-
tificates?

Economy in institute work.

County uniformity under the Iowa law—has it been successful
where tried?

Conditions and needs of our rural schools.
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In his visits to schools should the county superintendent conduct
recitations?

Objects of teachers’ associations, and methods of securing per-
manent organization.

The mission of county superintendents’ meetings as applied to
the cause of education, :

What are we here fort

The ideal county superintendent.

ROUND TABLE.

Uniformity of county certificate blanks.
Our reading circle.
Question box.

) CIRCULAR LETTER.

Zo Newly Elected County Superintendents:

To the ninety-nine county superintendents of Iowa this department sends
most cordial greeting and wishes them unbounded success in promoting the
edueational interests of the various eounties they represent. In taking this
method of forming your acquaintance, the department of public instruetion
wishes to call your attention to several matters of importance. Former
superintendents doubtless have already a grasp of the work before them; it
is therefore to the new ones we desire especially to address this cirenlar.

It is important, fivst of all, that yon acquaint yourselves at once with your
new duties, It should be done fully and correctly. To this end study care-
fully the sehool law generally, and especially that applying to the county
superintendent. You will find that certain acts are mandatory upon you,
and that in addition to these duties you are invested with large diseretion-
ary powers. Itis important to distinguish clearly between what must be
done and what simply may be done. While not reviewing all, we take the
liberty of calling your attention to a few of the more important of these
duties and powers as laid down in the law. We desire to lay special stress
on these.

Perhaps your most respousible duty, the one which most concerns the
general public, is the examination of teachers. The way this is done will
have much to do with the strength or weakness of the schools of your
county, as well as with the standing of yourself and your teachers in neigh-
boring counties. In granting certificates you will take into account the age
of the applicant, his chavacter, scholarship, aptness to teach, and ability to

govern. You will not grant certificates to males under nineteen, nor to

females under seventeen years of age. In the absence of reasons to suspect
the contrary, the character of the applicant may be nssumed to be good.
But since you are required to certify that the one receiving the certificate
possesses « good moral chavacter, in addition to the other gualifications, you
may very properly require an applicant of whom you have auy donbt, to
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satisfy you of his fitness in this, as in other respects, His aptoess to teach
anda ability to govern can be learned only from his setual school work., His

scholarship is really all that your examination in a measure determines.
The questions for examination should be fair and explicit. We believe it is
h?tter to give a moderately difficult examination, and mark closelv, than to
give a severe examination, and then be compelled to mark too liberally in
order to let enough pass to supply the needs of the connty. :

It fs yonr duty to arrange for a county normal institute, as provided by
law. Begin making plans for this at once. A date and length of session
must be fixed and instructors selected, subject to approval by the state
department. Endeavor to engage capable, experienced instructors, those
known to be suceessful in school work and commanding the confidence of
your teachers. The instruction should be elear, sound, practical, not losded
down with mere display work. The instructor in didactics should be not
only well informed on the science of education, but one who can speak to
the teschers from his own wide experience, one who has met in the school
room the many difliculties of the teacher, and can give suggestions to others
how to overcome them. The fees taken in at examinations, and enrollment
fees at institutes, together with lifty dollars appropriated by the state for
that purpose, constitute the institute fund, out of which all expenses of the
institute are to be paid. A careful uccount of this money should be kept,
and all such funds turned over mouthly to the treasurer of the county,
according to law, and drawn out only on your orders.

So far as your other duties allow, you are expected to visit the schools of
your county. This is personal supervision. It puts you in direct contact
with the work of your schools. In these visits you will endeavor to learn
their true condition, what they are doing, and what they need to do, It
affords a better opportunity to learn the strength or the weakness of the
teacher, than a technical examination. It is well to remember, however,
that the superintendent coming in to make an official visit, will rarely see
the school in its true condition, Pupils are likely to be a little hetter or a
little worse than usual. The teacher is certain to be nervous, and perhaps
not do herself justice; she will probably manifest more interest and zeal in
her work than at other times. In making your estimate of a teacher, some
allowance may be made for these things. Encourage weak teachers to seek
counsel of experience. If deemed necessary, make suggestions or give
advice nunsought, but never in the presence of pupils or patrons. Look after
the pupils’ physical comfort as well as their mental training. See that the
teacher keeps the room clean and well ventilated, at least as well as may be
under existing conditions, A few earnest words from you may do much to
fire both teacher and pupils with greater enthusiasm and ambition.

By law all county superintendentsare required to make an annual report
to this department. The natare of this report and the time for sending it in
are indicated in the school law. In order that the statistics in the reports
from this department have the intended value, it is of the highest importance
that your reports, from whieh ours are largely compiled, should be correct.
Yours cannot be correct unless those from which you compile, the secre-
taries’, treasurers’, and indirectly the teachers’, are correct. So far as the
latter are concerned, who are at the fountain head of some of our statistical
information, we suggest that superintendents examine the daily reg-
ister in the schools they visit. See that this is kept with proper care and
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nothing omitted which a register calls for. Entrance of pupils, absence
and tardiness should be promptly and accurately recorded, and afterward
be embodied in the report to the secretary. A few lessons in the institute,
instructing teachers how to keep their register and make their reports,
would not be time wasted. Knowing how loosely and inaccurately much of
this work is done, and how greatly it vitiates our statistics, is our only
apology for speaking of this matter.

One of the most important, and perhaps vexatious duties of the county
superintendent, is to hear and decide cases of appeal from the action of
school boards. You should endeavor to do everything aceording to the pre-
seribed forms of law in such cases. Deliberation and coolness on your part
will often save you later embarrassments. A careful study of the sehool law
and its appended notes, and of the decisions of this department, is recom-
mended. A judicious superintendent can often lead parties to settle or com-
promise their differences without resorting to an appeal. This not only
spares himself some anxiety, but saves interested parties the expense and
bitterness incident to such trials

You have no jurisdiction as superintendent to hear cases involving a
money consideration, the validity of a contract, or title to oflice.

According to an established custom, examination guestions will be sent
out from this department for the monthsof February, Mareh, April, August,
September and October. This is purely optional with the department and
may be discontinued at any time. It is also optional with county superin-
tendents to use them or to prepare questions of their own. If more lists
are required than you receive, notify the department of the number of addi-
tional copies needed.

We expect to send out circulars later announcing date, location, and
program, of section meetings.

Please feel very free Lo communicate with us by letter upon any matter
in which you desire advice or counsel. If it is possible for us to aid you we
shall do so tothe extent of our ability. Let us be mutually helpful.

Applications to the superintendent of public instruction for lectures
before institutes will be given preference, so far as possible, in the order in
which they ave received.

J. B. KNOKPFLER,
Superintendent of Public Inslruction.
January 18, 1802.

DePARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION,

STaTE OF lowa, ‘
Drs MoOINES.

To the Seeretary of the Board of Directors:

The regular annual meeting of your board, on the third Monday in
March, is an important one. The success of the school work for the year
following depends greatly on the steps taken, and the means provided at
this meeting. That the schools of your district may be placed on the most
effectual footing for successful results, it is essential that your board should
meet its duties fully. Particular attention should be given to the require-
ments of the following sections: 1721, 1723, 1724, 1726, 1728, 1742, 1737, 1720,
1777 and 1778,
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As secretary of your board it is your duty to see that all important and
needful points are called up for consideration. T'o transact at one session
all the business, either named or suggested in the above sections of the law,
may ln' many instances be impossible. In no case should action be 80 hasty
48 to give unsatisfactory results. If business cannot be performed with due
cor_lsidera.l.ion of the best interests of the district, the session should be
adjourned to a near time to deliberate upon and complete action regarding
items that have to do with school matters. The correspondence of this
depz}rtmenlin«.iicates that many boards at the regular annual meeting, unin-
tenlionally neglected to consider one or more necessary items. Such neg-
Eect frequently causes after-annoyances. We are led to think that perhaps,
in s?me instances, this is the result of attempting too much business at one
session. We do not wish it to be inferred that there shall be frequent meet-
ings of the board, but we insist that more deliberation should be given
?chool matters, and school board legislation than is sometimes given. The
interests of no school district should suffer because of hasty or inconsiderate
action on the part of those who have been delegated to administer school
affairs. The responsibilities which directors acceptinvolve the performance
of many duties, the following being among the more important:

1. To choose from their own number a president who must take the
n()]s;tahl of office required by Section 5, Article 11, of the Constitution of [owa.

.)

2. Make contracts, purchases, payments, and sales necessary to carry
out any vote of the electors. (1723.)

3. To confer with county superintendents regarding the most approved
plan in the erection of school houses, (1728.)

4. To fix school house sites, taking into consideration the geographical
position and convenience of the people to be accommodated. (1724.)

6. To establish graded and union schools wherever they may be neces-
sary. (1726.)

6. To prescribe a course of study in the different branches to be taught,
(1726, Note 1.)

7. To provide for change of text-books, if voted by the electors. (1728.)

8. To purchase text-books and necessary school supplies as provided by
Chap. 24, Laws of 1890,

9. To examine the accounts of the treasurer and make a settlement with
bim. (1782.)

10. To make such rules and regulations as may be necesary in the dis-
charge of their official duties. (1787.)

11. To purchase records, dictionaries, maps, apparatus, and for this
purpose may use any unappropriated contingent fund in the treasury.
(1729.)

12. To estimate the amount required for the contingent fund, and also
such sum as may be required for, the teachérs’ fund, in addition to the
amount received from the semi-annual apportionment, to support the
schools of the district for the time required by law for the current year, and
to cause the secretary Lo certify the same, together with the nmount voted
for sehool house purposes, within five days thereafter, to the board of super-
visors. (1777.)
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13, To apportion any tax voted by the distriet township meeting for
sehool honse fund, among the several sub-districts, in such manner as jus-
tice and equity may require. (1778.) :

14. Eequire the secretary to file with the county superintendent, r.-om-:ty
auditor and county tressurer, each a certificate of the election, qualification
and post-office address of the president, secretary and treasurer of the dis-
trict township. (1736.) .

15. ‘To transfer any surplus in the school house fund, not appropriated,

to either the contingent or teachers' fund, if instructed to do so by tha
slectors. (1717 part 4.)
o l::l.m'l‘n(uﬂeutp:u insurance on school property with unappmprjswd eon-
tingent fand. (Chap. 149, Laws of 1892 as amended by Chap. 107, Laws of
m&:‘.‘) To determine the number of schools, the time they shall be tanght
beyond the period required by law. (1724.)

18. To lix the compensation of teachers. (1757))

19, To vole a rate of school house tax sufficient to pay the interest on
any outstanding bonds, or to pay the principal maturing, if the electors have
failed to vote suflicient tax for these purposes. (1828.)

20, 'To take any action consistent with law to increase the efliciency of
wel::l::l:;amioued in geotions 1721, 1728, 1724, 1726, 1728, 1782 and 1787
demand your attention at this, your first meeting. Action on matters men-
tioned fn sections 1720, 1777, 1778, and many others may be deferved to a
mga:llﬁt:;gol district is entitled to at least one copy of School Laws and
Decisions, and each director and officer of the school board is entitled to ﬂ;)fne
copy of the School Laws, which shall be turned over to mmo:::l L ce.
{157 ) Each county superintendent has received a supply of Se Bonm“‘f
sufficient to provide each director in his county with a copy. o
directors should see to it that outgoing members turn over to their sue-
cessors copies of the School Laws,

E::ry ':ilul.y jmposed upon the board ns a body, in orduzdha: legal
standing, must be performed at n regular or special _muunl.m L made
& matter of record. For this purpose each board should see e seore-
tary is provided with a substantial and convenient book in W record

psactions.
i, mtr:.-houid remember that neulwr the temporary nol"’ the permanent
school fund may be transferred or diverted to any other tml“;.it i

School officers or directors giving orders for apparstusin = ddunl_,'“

or unofficial capacity nssume personal responsibility sud render emsel

. | o % J. B. KNOEPFLER,
| Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Des Moiunes, lowa, March 1, 1808.
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SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

The statutes charge the superintendent of public instruction

with the general supervision of the county superintendents, and ull
the common schools of the state ; requires him to assist in the man-
agement of leachers’ institutes; render to school officers an opinion
on the interpretation of the school law when requested so to do, and
to determine cases appealed from county superintendents. He is
required to have the school laws published every four years,
embodying all additions and amendments, and to have them prop-
erly distributed to school officials. He is required to examine, ver-
ify and consolidate the large mass of school statistics reported from
the several counties, and embody these together with any comments
or suggestions in his report. In addition to the foregoing he has
daties to perform as er-gfficio trustee of the State Library, regent of
the State University, president of the board of directors of the State
Normal School, and president of the State Board of Examiners.
All of these duties seem eminently proper as part of the work con-
nected with this department. In fact it is often asked why the
superintendent of public instruction is in no way officially con-
nected with the other state school. It would seem entirely proper
that he should be thus connected.

While a large part of the correspondence and rendering opinions
on the law is done by the deputy, the latter may not perform the
duties of the prineipal in determiring appeals nor on any of the
afore mentioned boards. 8o that however agreeable said duties
may be, they require time. The state superintendent will have
determined thirty appeal cases in the biennial period covered by
this report. This involved the reading of u large amount of manu-
seript testimony and other matter.  Aside from the question whether
said appeals might not be better settled by some other tribunal,
their hearing requires much time which conld otherwise be devoted
to the schools.  He should have time to go into the schools of the
state, both rural and graded. He now has practically none. He

9
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should have time, thus from actual observation, lt; ncl;ta ::;e b:i?;}:
: : i nts. e shon
»ol system and suggest improveme sbo
;)f t‘!;:iatacl::;on}any the county superintendents, e_apech.lJ. the ne\:z:
" : \aint himself with difficulties peculiar to various coun
Nty larger experience might dictate. !
for the superintendent’s travel-

t at present allowed . :
i e n:::;"ils $‘J5{l a vear. This sum falls considerably be!m:l 'l::i:
quimpenm for trs;eliug. A large number D.f states al'iownm‘t
superintendents from £500 to $800 a year for_t}lléjpnr.p(:.a 'uimd gt
to the railway commissioners, perhaps no sts.lte_o Icert;ab:qm'
do 8o much traveling. The allowance for this ought

and to offer suggestions as his
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REPORTS.

The law at present requires the superintendeni of publie instrue-
tion to have his biennial report ready on the first day of Novem-
ber preceding the meeting of the general assembly. This has been
impossible so far. His report can not be completed before the
report from each of the county superintendents is received. This
should be, according to section 1772, of the code, on the first
Tuaesday of October, but rarely more than two or three are com-
plete at that time, some being delayed till into December. The
county supreintendent can not complete his report before the dis-
trict secretaries and treasurers have reported to him. It seems
difficult to obtain all these immediately after the third Monday in
September as required. Delay here causes delay all along the
line. For this reason we are unable to make the statistics of 1893
the basis of our comments. The reports are not all received yet
at this date, December 4th, Consequently in citing figures, it has
been necessary to give those of 1892,

The law needs amending to enable county superintendents to
secure these reports promptly., The time allowed him for making
his report, considering the labor required, is too short, even if
those from secretaries and treasurers are received on time and
found to be correct, which is seldom the case. The time allowed
this department is therefore one month, if on time, which also is
too short to examine, verify, correct and compile all the reported
statistics. Some relief conld be afforded by having secretaries and
treasurers make their reports on the first Monday in September,
which would also avoid the present lapping of one school year on
another and more assistance should be given county superintend-
ents to obtain said reports promptly. Relief here is imperatively
needed.

Statistics to be of the highest value, should be accurate. To be
accurate they shounld be collected with care and uniformity. If
collected promisenously and at varying times, without reference to
a common understanding they become of doubtful value.
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The enumeration should be taken within a fixed time, just pre-
ceding the date of reporting, and the officer designated to do this
should certify that these requirements have been complied with.
There is considerable looseness and guess-work in the taking of
the school census, The tendency is rather to swell the enumera-
tion than to give it too low.

Instances are found where the reported school enumeration
equals half the entire population of the place, according to the
census. ; ;

Any district reporting too large an enumeration receives more
than its correct share of the semi-annual apportionments and
deprives other districts of their due share.

Difficulty is experienced in obtaining reports from treasurers.
Delay is common. County superintendents complain of being
unable to get a report at all in some instances. An adequate
remedy is needed, one whose enforcement will not embarrass the
county superintendent, as the present does. In other instances
the account of the three funds is not kept separate and intelligible,
and the superintendent is compelled to make some sort of a separ-
ation—often an embarrassing one—to make it appear according to
the requirements. Of course this separation into the three func!s
is then largely guess-work. The accuracy of the statistics is
greatly vitiated from these and similar eauses.

These defects can in part be remedied by authorizing the depart-
ment of public instruction to have prepared, and send out all forms
and blanks for use of the officers or others reporting school statistics.
This is done in several states. To approximate acceuracy and secure
uniformity, the compiler of statistical information should be per-
mitted to prescribe or send out the necessary blanks and forms.

To this end, the department should be authorized to issune—

1. Blanks for making the enumerations.
9. Treasurers’ acconnt books.

3. Seeretaries’ report blanks.

4. Treasurers’ report blanks.

5. Buperintendents’ record books.

6. Buperintendents’ annual reports.

7. 'Teachers’ term report blanks.

8. Daily registers.

9. Classification registers.
10. Teachers' reports to county superintendents.
11. Certificate blanks.
12. Order books.
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13. Teachers’ contraects.

14.  Courses of study.

Possibly others might be added. BSome of the above are now
furnished by the department. There is a manifest advantage in
having all such records uniform. At present most of these materials
are furnished by the several counties in small quantities, in various
forms and grades of quality. So that aside from the uniformity to
be secured by the blanks named, which is the prime object in
statistical information, the actual cost wonld be much less to the
state, since large quantities conld be purchased much cheaper.

It is also true that some of the list given are of less importance
and might be omitted: or that it could be greatly extended, some
states furnishing far more than is above enumerated.

The treasurer’s account book should have printed headings for
the three school funds and directions for properly keeping a record
of said funds. This with instructions in the secretary’s order book
clearly indicating for what purpose each fund may be nsed, wonld
save much confusion.

Experience shows that many young teachers do not understand
how properly to keep a daily register and make a term report
therefrom. Directions full and explicit should be given in register
if furnished by this department. Frequently the enrollment for
three separate terms is added to get the enrollment for the year,
when in fact the majority of the names have thus been counted
three times, thus giving a greatly exaggerated enrollment. In the
same way assistance could be given in making ont the average
attendance and in keeping classification records, if the forms of
these records were wholly uuder the control of this department.

Bo far as we are aware, no attempt has been made in recent
years to ascertain the amount of school indebteduness either by
bonds or by over-drafts on the funds, or to learn the total number
of school sittings in the state; or the number of pupils between 5
and 21 who have attended some school, without having enrolled in
any publie school. Much of this would be regarded as valuable
information, especially the latter in seeking to compute the per-
centage of enrollment. Furthermore, it must be computed on the
enumeration of the year previous, to be correct. That is the per-
centage of enrollment for the year of 1892-93 must be computed on
the enumeration of 1892, the number that could have enrolled—not
as is usual on that of 1893, many of whom could not have enrolled
in the year in question. Statistics should be carefully collected
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giving the average number of years children attend school, and the
average number of years teachers remain in the work.

It may not be out of place to call attention to the law which
requires the regents of the university to report to the superintendent
of public instruction biennially, and the directors of the normal
school to report to the governor annually. The reason for this
difference is not apparent.

We find that the reports of this department have been uniformly
more modest in volume than those from several other states. The
explanation is simple. Many other states include in their reports
a full list of all examination questions used in the period; the pro-
ceedings of the State Teachers’ Association with its numerous long
papers; sometimes those of the National Association and all circu-
lars issued by the department.

This department annually issues many circulars to teachers,
county superintendents and school boards, yet only a few of the
most important of these are embodied in the biennial report. It
seems to us that extended proceedings and long formal papers
should rarely occupy space in these reports.

1
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APPEALS.

If the county superintendent is to continue as & court of appeals
for school cases, the law shonld be modified in some particulars.
It now authorizes him to administer oath, but gives him no power
to compel the attendance of witnesses. Attendance and giving of
testimony are purely voluntary. Not infrequently persons able to
throw the most light on a case refuse to appear and testify.

Since the county superintendent is compelled to hear and decide
these appeals, all the assistance possible should be afforded him to
arrive at a correct and just decision. He should be anthorized to
compel the attendance of witnesses.

It is customary for the superintendent himself to take down, in
writing, the substance of the testimony of each witness. Aside
from the delay and labor this must cause, it would be strange if,
while burdened with the responsibility of sitting as a court, he
should not omit material parts of the testimony or incorrectly
transeribe other parts. Parties appearing before the superintend-
ent of publie instruction in cases appealed to him have complained
that the transecript sent up did not correctly give their testimony,
and yet this is no reflection upon the county superintendent. He
should be authorized to employ a stenographer to take the testi-
mony and transcribe it werbatim in type-writing, making two
copies, one for the county superintendent and one to be transmit-
ted in case of appeal to the superintendent of public instruction.

The expense of having this done should be borne either by the
county or by the party taking the appeal. It certainly is important
to have all the testimony in these cases and to have it precisely as
giveén by the witnesses.

Of the appeals taken to the county superintendent less than half
reach this department, and of those that do nearly 70 per cent
relate to the location of school hounse sites. Next in number come
those concerning the change of district boundaries, and a few scat-
tering cases are brought on the discharge of a teacher, the refusal
to grant a certificate or on its revocation.
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THE SCHOOL LAWS.

In 1802, jthere was issued under the direction of this depart-
ment, an edition of 40,000 copies of the school laws. Of this num-
ber 8,000 were bound in cloth, together with such of the superin-
tendent’s decisions in appeals as would serve as typical cases for
the gnidance of county superintendents and other school officers;
while the remaining 82,000 containing the school laws only, were
bound in paper. A sufficient number of copies was sent to each
county superintendent to supply each school officer in his county,
a8 provided in the statutes. We regret to learn that these copies
were not promptly distributed in all cases as directed by this
department.

There still remains a suflicient supply to meet all reasonable
demands until there shall be a re-issne at the end of four years.

Instead of arranging the various enactments in chronological
order as heretofore, they were arranged so as to place those bear-
ing on the same or related subject together in logical connection.
The accompanying notes are partly the sabstance of replies from
the office on the interpretation of the various sections; partly
the essence of opinions by the attorney-general or of decisions by
the supreme court. ;

COPIES IFOR TEACHERS,

While the law now requires applicants for state certificates to
pass an examination on Towa school laws, it nowhere provides for
supplying teachers wilh copies of the same whereby they may fit
themselves for such examination. There is ordinarily no way by
which any but school officers can secare copies. It is glaringly
inconsistent for the state to establish a grade of gualifications for
its teachers and then block the way for attaining those qualifiea-
tions. Experience shows that many applicants for state certificate
fail on examination because of too meager knowledge of the sehool
law, and they complain that they have no opportunity to prepare

I
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themselves unless fortunate enough to borrow a copy of some
school director.

It would be too much to ask the state to distribute free to each
teacher a copy of every re-issue, but provision should be made to

allow the sale of the school laws at net cost to the state, to any per-
son desiring copies of the same.

TENURE OF OFFIOE.

The last general assembly amended the law so that now all
school directors hold for a period of three years, a change in the
interests of the schools, it seems to ns. This leaves the county
superintendent and the state superintendent, the two highest school
officials, with only the short term of two years.

Experience is an element of efficiency as much in these as in
any position that can be named. To insure the county the benefit
of a county superintendent’s experience in office gained in the first
two years, his term of office shonld be made four years.

REVISION NEEDED.

We desire to urge above everything else the entire revision of
the school laws. To this end we recommend that a commission be
appointed by the legislature, or by the governor, to report to the
next following general assembly.

This commission should include competent legal talent, and not
less than two educators, one at least of whom is or recently has
been superintendent of public instruction, since the latter's knowl-
edge of the present law, it operation, its defects and contradictions
is necessarily greater than would be gained by any one having had
nothing to do with its administration. This familiarity he gains
through being required to render an opinion on the many difficult
questions on the school code and brought to the surface by bona
fide cases.

The duty of said commission should be to reduce, simplify and
bharmonize the school law, making it consistent, one part with
another. Our present school law has been amended and added to
by each successive general assewbly, not always with due refer-
ence to other existing enactments, till good lawyers regard it the
most uncertain, complicated and conflicting portion of our statutory
law.

To mention a few of these needed modifications, the plan of
distriet organization could be improved; the points wherein the
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duties and privileges of boards of district townships and of inde-
pendent districts agree or are distinct might be more clearly speci-
fied. In several instances a duty is enjoined, but no penalty pre-
seribed for nmon-compliance, as in the requirement to hold six
months of school, or to have a state certificate or diploma regis-
tered in the county superintendent’s office.

Believing no one thing is more imperatively needed in the
direction of the school legislation than this entire overhauling and
re-shaping of the school code from a conflicting patch-work to a
consistent whole, we especially invite the attention of the general
assembly to the foregoing recommendation.

TEXT-BOOK LAW.

We are able to report quite general satisfaction with the text-
book law. Thirty-six counties have now taken advantage of its
provisions and special inquiry elicits the above truth. Not only
are books obtained at lower price, but the temptation to make
frequent changes of books is greatly lessened. A few counties, in
which the endeavor was made to bring about uniformity, failed to
get a sufficient number of signers to the petition, and in others the
question failed when brought to a vote of the electors. But these
instances are few. In addition to the above, many district town-
ships and independent rural districts, in some instances practically
embracing the entire county, and nearly all the town and city dis-
tricts have availed themselves of the privileges of this law.

THE LAW CONOCERNING STIMULANTS AND NAROOTIOS.

The spirit of Chapter 1, Laws of 1886, seems to be reasonably
well complied with. The nature and extent of such compliance

can be partially learned from the statisties found in the table of -

reports. All county superintendents report having complied
with it in their normal institutes.

Whiie we are not prepared to offer recommendations concern-
ing this law, it is our observation, supplemented by that of leading
educators whom we have consulted, that althoungh the law is obeyed,
it is not accomplishing the purpose for which it was enacted and
which was expected of it. The use of tobacco is alarmingly preva-
lent even among boys not yet twelve years old.

Blanksare sent by this department to seeretaries of school boards
in town schools, on which to report observance of section one of
the law, as provided. Most of these have reported compliance,
bul in some cases the report is absolutely ignored by the secretary,

—
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none having been sent in for several years, though each year
repeated numbers]of_blanks were sent to the same secretaries. The
law says these districts not reporting compliance with its provisions
shall be deprived of their share of the apportionment, but does
not make it the duty of any officer to enforce said provision.

The law at present allows no holidays to teachers, not even the
Fourth of!July, if school has not closed by that time. Boards may
grant them, bat many refuse to do so. Iowa is almost alone in
this. ~'We believe the law should make all national holidays,
holidays for]schools also.

The superintendents of counties adopting uniformity, are required
by section 10, Chapter 24, Laws of 1890, to report a full list of
books selected, with contract price, to this department. A table of
of these reports, and one summarizing the reports from secretaries
of town districts on their compliance with Chapter 1, Laws of 1886,
as required by section2 of said law, are given on the following
pages.

1f the legislature shall see proper to appoint a commission, as
above recommended, some of the other recommendations will need
no attention. They will be valuable however, as suggestions to the
commission itself.
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SUMMARY
From Cities and T'owns, regarding the manner and extent lo which the require-

the teaching and study of the ¢ffects of alcholic drinks, stimulants, and
said cities and lowns, during the sehool year 1892-93:

(*F REPORTS

sents of Chapter 1, Laws of Twenty-first General Assembly, providing for
narcotics upon the human system, have been complied with in the schools of
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ARBOR DAY.

The custom established by our predecessors of recommending
to the schools of the state the observance of a day appointed by
this department, and known as Arbor Day, has been continned.
Not only has a certain day been recommended for observance, but
programs and selections appropriate have been prepared at this
department and sent to the county superintendents for distribution
to every school in the state. In 1892 an edition of about 17,000
copies was thus distributed, and in 1893 a somewhat larger edition,

No provision is made in the statute for observing such a day,
either for the state in general or for the schools, and yet not only
the schools generally, but the people at large observe the day
recommenaed, to a gratifying extent. Many of our citizens who
wonld otherwise give the matter no thought, cease from their usual
labors long enongh to plant a tree on their own premises or in the
highway udjacent, thus beauntifying their surroundings and in time
yielding welcome protection from sun and storm. They frequently
visit the school on this day to observe the exercises, and thereby
inspire the children with interest and with the importance of tree
planting and the care of the same.

Beside exhorting the schools to plant trees, flowers, ete., and
care for them, the programs seek to lead to much information
concerning them, as to their habitat, forms, nses, fruits. In con-
nection with Arbor Day programs, at least one other important
lesson is made prominent. In 1892 this lesson was patriotism- -
the significance of the American flag and the significance of the
Columbian year. An appeal was made that all schools should pro-
vide themselves with u flag, and we are prond to report that many
schools now either fly a flag ontside or place it in view of the
pupils inside. Some counties report every school so provided.
In the entire state 2,562 school houses report being thus provided.
In 1893 the additional lesson imparted was on the duty of pro-
tecting the birds, a lesson in kindness to creatures that minister
both to our pleasure and our comfort.
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Blanks were sent out in 1892 with the Arbor Day Leaflet to
secure from the schools of the state a vote on their choice for state
tree and state flower. No tree or flower received a majority. In
1893 blanks were again sent and the vote restricted to one of the
three highest of the previous year. The result makes the Oak the
choice of the schools for state tree and the Rose for state flower.

We give below the greeting to the children by the department
and a few only of the selections from the Leaflet of 02 and the
Souvenir of 93 :

ARBOR DAY LEAFLET, 1802,

A GREETING TO THE SCHOOL CHILDREN OF LOWA.

The state superintendent of schools deemas it a great pleasure to say a
few words to the children of lowa. He counts amouvg the brightest,
happiest years of his life, those he spent in the school room with joyous,
light-bearted, lnughing school children as his companions. To you, dear
friends, he sends his warmest greeting and an earnest God bless you,

And now let us lay aside our books and our tasks for to-day. Let us
learu something about the man who came to this land four hundred years
ago. Do you know his name? Do you know why so much is said of him at
the present time?

Lot us learn to think more of the beautifal trees that grow about us.
Let us cave for them and shield them from harm, as we would our dear
friends. Yon love to play in their cool shade and listen to the birds in the
branches above. Let us plant two trees. You may choose a name for one
of them, but let the other one be ealled the Columbus tree.

From your books, from your teachers, and from thae following pages of
this leaflet, you will learn why we celebrate in his honor, and why we do so
this year.

We also wish to learn more about our beautiful flag, the flag with stars
and stripes. Of course you all know what colors are on our flag, But do
you all know how many stars and stripes it has, and what they meant We
wish the children in every school would try to get a Hag. You will learn to
think more of this great free land you live in. If yon sec the flag floating
from the mast of a ship in some foreign port, or over a house in a foreign
land, yon will know that you have friends where that flag i=. Ask the board
to buy & flag for your school. Got up an entertainment and with the pro-
ceeds buy a flag. By all menns get one for your school. We should like to
say, at the World’s Fair in Chicago, that every school house in proud Iowa
floats the American flag.

Now the rest of the day we will take for a day of pleasure. It will make
s better boys and better girls, better men and better women, if we get out
10 see more of the beauties of nature. So Jet us go—pupils, teachers, all—
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to ramble over the flower-decked prairies, and through the solemn woods
and forests, or elamber over the surrounding hills and bluffls. We may thus
best learn to know the flowers, the trees, and the birds that sing for us, and

our hearts will swell with gratitude to the good Father who hus given us all

these blessings. -
Y our sincere friend,

J. B. KNOEPFLER,

COLUMBUS.

OUTLINE FOR SKETCH,

* Nothing great was ever achieved without nthusinsm,”

1. Geographical knowledge in the fifteenth century.
2, Spain and Portugal as enterprising countries. Advantages,
8. Birthplace of Columbus, his parentage, early life.
- 4, Sources whence he gained inspiration for his great work.
&, Reasons Columbus gave for the existence of undiscovered lands.
8. Influences contributing to extend the sphere of navigation:
The invention of printing.
Application of the astrolabe to navigation.
An enthusiastic monarch, John IT of Portugal.
7. Proposition of Columbus to King John. Departure from Portugal.
8. Columbus at the court of Spain.
Y. Character of Ferdinand, of Isabella.
10. Causes of the long delay in helping Columbus:
CUonstant wars engaged the attention of the monarchs.
The funds were low in the treasury on account of wars.
His theory tested by religions polioy rather than by seientific knowledge.
11. Efforts to interest Henry VII, king of England.
12, Agreement with the Spanish sovereigns.
18. The first voyage, incidents and results.
14. First notice of the variation of the magnetic needle.
156, Return of Columbus, reception accorded him.
16. Later voyages. speculations concerning a great continent.
17. Personal appearance, traits, death and burial of Columbus.
18, Bome seeount of the world-wide tribute that is paid to Columbus,

“ For the thoughts of men are widened with the process of the suns."

ARBOR DAY SOUVENIR, 1803.

TO THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF IOWA, GREETING:

Father Time has turned another leaf of your life, and we believe you are
all better young people in every way because of the good thoughts and
deeds inspired by your observance of former Arbor Days.

=
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Undoubtedly you are willing to enter again into hearty co-operation with
your teachers, parents, and friends to make Arbor Day of 1808 one of great
profit.

One of the objects of life is to live for the good that you can do, and
every days adds to your opportunities to make the world better. In no
way can you make yourselves better men and women, and hence the world
better, than by showing your love, and cnltivating the same, for flowers,
trees and their charming companions—the birds.

An army of youth 675,000 strong, and marshalled by 27,000 teachers,
you are marching on with irresistible force, currying happiness and intelli-
gence over the broad domain of our grand state.

Your castles are the homes and schouls that do credit to a liberty-loving
people and make it pessible to bear in honor upon the shield of our states,
“Quar Liberties we Prize and our Rights we will Maintain.”

Your love of God, home, and school is the power that places [owa in the
van of progress, and by your noble efforts she will maintain her place.

No spot should be more beautiful and attractive than the school house
and its surroundings. The place that has your presence while making
preparations for useful manbood and womanhood should be adorned with
the best efflorts of both the architect and nature. While you delight in the
companionship of your schoolmates and teachers, yet your happiness is
incomplete without the society of flowers and trees. These monitors, though
silent, speak out to you in a language that will make you better men and
women. Do you have them for your companions ?

Arbor Day affords you special opportunity of providing ways and means
to make flowers and trees adornments of your school grounds. 1f you have
them, become more intimately ncquainted with them. 1f you do not have
them, see to it that not another year passes by without their eheering and
ingpiring presence.

The planting of trees and flowers is not for your benefil alone, It brings
you in touch with the future. Who can tell the number that will eall you
blessed for being so thooghtfnl of their comfort by planting the flower
whose fragrance and beauty will charm the senses, and the trees whose
shade will be a joy of summer days.

Remember that in cnltivating a love for trees, flowers and birds, you are
at the same time increasing your desires for all things refined and elevating.

Yours cordially,
J. B. KNOEPFLER.
Des Moines, lown.

A PLEA FOR THE BIRDS,

When 1 was a little boy among the hills of Cattaraugus county, New York,
more than fifty years ago, there was no lesson more indelibly stamped upon
my mind, by my dear mother, than that of regarding the birds, their eggs,
and their young, as objects almost sacred. Her gentle voice, which was
stilled long ago, was always raised in earnest pleading for our feathered
friends. Like all her own children, and others whom she could influence, I
came to look with abhorrence upon the wanton destruction of birds. That
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feeling has grown upon me very much in my matuver years. Possibly this
may be somewhat due to. the fact, that, sinee 1 came into lowa thirty-six
years ago, it has been my fortune to see them so rapidly fading away and
disappearing. [ verily believe that when the country was fresh and new
there were hundreds of some species where we do not now see a single one.
This is owing to a large extent, no doubt, to the eultivation of the land, the
drainage of sloughs and ponds, the shrinkage of streams, and the use of
mowing machines. The result of these causes cannot be changed.

But it is a lamentable fact that in cities and towns—yes, large numbers
of them--too many boys are permitted by their parents to make the entire
spring a perfect carnival of bird destruction, by robbing their nests of the
eggs. Some of these lads make '‘collections” of eggs, while muny seem
to be actuated solely by a spirit of mischief. [ was painfully disturbed and
surprised Sunday after Sunday last spring to see bands of boys roaming
about the country in quest of birds’ eggs. Their eyes were wonderfully
gharp in spying out nests, even in tops of tall trees, and with what agility
and recklessness they elimb to the furthermost boughs to seize their prey!
1 often saw certain boys whom I know by sight, carrying scores of eggs of
varions sizes and colors in their caps. I am convinced that people who
have not given the subject attention would be simply astonished at the
extent of this most wasteful and criminal practice. Criminal did I say?
Most assuredly it is an offense against one of the laws of our state, subject
to fine. Our legislators would not have passed this law by an almost unani-
mous vote, had they not believed it to be right and just, and the practice a
wicked one.

Not only are the birds among the most beantiful and attractive ohjects in
nature—delighting the eye with their plumnge and the ear with their songs
—but they perform a most useful service in the destruction of insect pests.
For this last their service can not be prized too highly. For this we need
inereasing thousands of birds.

One of the most pleasing ideas connected with this Arbor Day work of
planting trees is that we are thereby making homes for our precious singing
birds. We are now close to the season of buildiog nests, may we not
earnestly hope that parents everywhere, and especially teachers in the
publie schools, will give to this matter of protecting the birds the most
earnest and thoughtful attention. Let your voices and your positive
authority be heard in this most humane work. [ am also constrained to
believe that hundreds of boys and girls reared in well-ordered homes, who
read these pages, will plead enrnestly with those who indulge in the degrad-
ing, criminal practice of despoiling the nests of birds. The beautiful and
grateful notes of the mother robin, whose nest has been thus secured from
desecration, will linger in memory for a whole lifetime.

CHARLES ALDRICH,

AN OUTDOOR LESSON.

Name the birds common in your locality, Can you tell them at sight ?
Can you tell their young when just old enough to fly ?
Describe them as to color and size ; munner of flight. Do they walk when




156 REPORT OF THE [B1

on the ground ¥ Do they alight often on the ground, or remain mostly flyin
and on perches ? ¥
s What birds can you tell by hearing their notes without seeing the bird ¢
Can you imitate their notes ¥ What is the spring note of the bluebird 3 It;
autumn note ¥ Do you know the robin’s note of alarm and its song ? I;o the
young give forth the same note as the old birds ¥ What birds seldom give
forth any note ?

Tell what the birds eat. Is it the same at all seasons ?

Can you tell what kind of nest the birds of your acquaintance make *
Where, when and of what material do they build ¥ What is the usual num;
ber and eolor of the eggs * What bird builds no nest ¢

What birds remain with us through the winter ¥ What ones come first in
:.;priug? Which ones among the last ¥ Which gather in flocks before leay-
ing in the autumn ?

Tell what you know from observation of the habits of some birds. ‘Tell
what you have seen of some particular bird. Do all birds try bravely to pro-
tect their nest and their young * Which do and which do not ¢
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COLUMBUS DAY.

On July 21, 1892, the President, in obedience to an act of Con-
gress, issued a proclamation recommending that October 21, the
400th anniversary of the discovery of America, be observed by
appropriate exercises in all the schools in America. The executive
committee, acting under instructions given at a meeting of super-
intendents of education, prepared an official program of exercises,
uniform for all schools.

This department received urgent letters from the committee to
bring the matter fully before the schools of this state. This was
done, and the day was extensively observed by the schools then in
session.

Believing that a due observance of the day, as laid out in the
program, had an educational value in inspiring the youth to a
deeper search into history, giving them a higher appreciation of
the land they live in, with its freedom and its school privileges, the
department heartily seconded the efforts of the committee by
endorsing the movement, and by reprinting and distributing the
official programs to every school in the state. The latter contained
seven numbers or selections.

Below are given only a selected few of the topies embraced in
the program and having an educational bearing, with the letter as
issued from the department :

COLUMBUS DAY.

—_—

PHROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOR.

T'o the People of Towa:

At the instance of the Executive Committee of the National Public
School Celebration of "'Columbus Day,” a bill was recently passed by
Congress and approved by the President, making October 21st the four
hundredth anniversary of the diseovery of America by Columbus, a general
holiday. In keeping with the spirit and purposes of this act and to kindle
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and keep alive in the hearts of the children of our State a patriotic devotion
to their country and its institutions, I, Horace Boies, Governor of Iowa, do
hereby recommend that the day aforesaid be observed by the people of this
State as a general public school holiday. That the usual business of our eiti-
zens be suspended and they as individuals or members of the civil or mili-
tury organizations of the State to which they belong, unite in appropriate
exercises for the celebration of said day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be
aflixed the Great Seal of the State of lowa, this second day of August A. D.,
1802,

[SEAL.| Horace Borgs,

Great enthusiasm is being manifested throughout the country over the
prospective publie school eelebration of Columbus Day, and we give the
proclamation of Governor Boies recommending the observance of this day
as & general holiday by the publie schools of the state,

From every part of our nation eome reports of large preparations to
make the day one that will do full honor to the occasion and ever to be
remembered.

The exercises of the day will be chiefly in the hands of the children of
our public schools. We feel assured that they will respond with that energy
and enthusiusm which have always marked every event in which they have
been participants.

That every school in the state may be sure of having official programs,
80 that all may work in harmony with all other public schools of the land,
we send a supply of the same to the several county superintendents for free
distribution, accompanying them with our heartiest greeving and bidding
the pupils of Towa Godspeed in their noble efforts.

J. B. ‘Kuonmn.

\ Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Des Moines, Towa, September 24, 1802,

FROM PROCLAMATION BY PRESIDENT HARRISON.

Columbus stood In his age as the pioneer of progress and enlightenment.
The system of universal education is in our age the most prominent and
salutary feature of the spirit of enlightenment, and it is peculiarly appro-
priate that the schools be made by the people the center of the day’s demon-
stration. Let the national flag float over every school house in the conntry
and the exercises be such as shall impress upon our youth the patviotic
duties of American eitizenship.

In the churches and in the other places of assembly of the people let
there be expressions of gratitude to Divine Providence for the devout faith
of the discoverer and for the divine care and guidance which has directed
our history and so abundantly blessed our people.

Bexs. HARRISON.
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THE ADDRESS FOR COLUMBUS DAY,
THE MEANING OF THE FOUR CENTURIES.

The spectacle America presents this day is without precedent in history.
From ocean to ocean, in city, village and country-side, the children of the
states are marshalled and marching under the banner of the nation: and
with them the people are gathering arvound the schoal house »

Men are recognizing to-day the most impressive amlirera.ary since Rome
celebrated her thousandth year—the four hundredth anniversary n{ the
stepping of a hemisphere into the world’s life; four u.ompleted centuries of
a new social order, the celebration of liberty and eulightenment organized
into a civilization. \

And while, during these hours, the federal government of these United
States strikes the keynote of this great American day that gives honor 4o
the common American institution which unites us all,—we assemble here
that we, too, may exalt the free school that embodies the Aumf'ic.an prinei-
ple of universal enlightenment and equality: the most characteristic product
of the four centuries of American life.

Four hundred vears ago this morning the Pinta's gun broke the gilence
and announced the discovery of this hemisphere. It was a virgin world.
Human life hitherto upon it had been without significance. In the O!d
World for thousands of years, civilized men had been trying experiments in
social order. They had been found wanting. But here was an gutouchatl
soil that lay ready for a new experiment in civi!iznni_on. All th.mgs were
ready, New forces had come to light full of overturning power in the Old
World. In the New World they were te work together with a mighty

] harmony.

It was for Columbus, propelled by this fresh life, to reveal the land where
these new forces were to be given space for development, and where the
awaited trial of the new civilization was to be made. To-day we reach our
most memorable milestone. We look backward and we look forward.

Backward, we see the first mustering of modern ideas; their long conflict
with Old World theories, which were also transported hither. We see
stalwart men and brave women, one moment on the shore, then disappear-
ing in dim forests. We hear the axe. We see the flame of burning cabios
and hear the cry of the savage. We see the never-ceasing wagon trains
always toiling westward. We behold log cabins becoming villages, then
cities. We watch the growth of institutions out of little beginnings—schools
becoming an educational system; meeting-houses leading into organic
Christianity; town meetings growing to political movements; county discus-
sions developing federal governments.

We see hardy men with intense convictions, grappling, struggling, often
amid battle smoke, and some idea characteristic of the new war!d always
triumphing. We see settlements knitting together into a nation with
singleness of purpose. We note the birth of the modern system of industry
and commerce, and its striking forth into undreamed of wealth, making the
willions members one of another as sentiment could never bind. Andunder
it all, and through it all, we fasten on certain principles, ever operating and
regnant—the leadership of manhood; equal rights for every soul; universal
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enlightenment as the source of progress, These last are the principles that
have shaped Ameriea; these principles are the true Americanism.

Waea look forward. We are conscious we are in a period of tran-
tition. Ideas in edueation, in political economy, in social science, are
undergoing revisions. There is a large uncertainty about the outcome.
But faith in the uoderlying principles of Americanism and in God's destiny
for the Republic makes a firm ground of hope. The coming century prom-
ises to be more than ever the age of the people; an age that shall develop
a greater care for the rights of the weak, and make a more solid provision
for the development of each individual by the education that meets his
need.

As no prophet among our fathers on the 300th annlversary of America
gould have pictured what the new century would do, 80 no man ean this day
reach out and grasp the hundred years upon which the nation is now enter-
i, Oun the victorious results of the completed centuries, the principles of
Americanism will build our fifth century, Its material progress is beyond
our conception, but we may be sure that in the social relations of men with
men, the most trinmphant gains are to be expected. Amerioa'’s fonrth cen-
tury has been glorious; Ameriea's fifth century must be made happy.

Oune institution, more than any other, has wrought out the achievements
of the past, and is to-day the most trusted for the future. Our fathers in
their wisdom knew that the foundations of liberty, fraternity, and equality
must be universal education. ‘The free school, therefore, wus conceived the
corner-stone of the Republic. Washington and Jeflerson recognized that
the education of citizens is not the prerogative of church or of other private
interest; that while religious training belongs to the church, and while tech:
nieal and higher culture may be given by private institutions—the training

of citizens in the common knowledge and the common duties of citizenship

belongs irrevooably to the state. "

We, therefore, on this anniversary of Americs, present the Public
Sehool as the noblest expression of the principle of enlightenment which
Columbus grasped by faith. We uplift the systern of free and universal
education ns the master-force which, under God, has been informing each
of our generations with the peculiar truths of Americanism. America,
therefore, gathers her sons around the school house to-duy as the institution
Alaanst ta tha nannle most charactoriatio of the neonle. and fullest of hope
for the people.

‘To-day, Ameriea’s fifth century begins. The world's twentieth century
will soon be bere. To the thirteen million now in the American schools the
command of the coming years belongs. We, the youth of America, who
to-day unite to march as one army under the sacred flag, understand our
duty. We pledge ourselves that the flag shall not be stained; and that
America shall mean equal opportunity and justice for every citizen, nnd
brotherhood for the world.

The general circular from this department urging Iowa schools
to observe the day is given below:
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

. ’ 3
CELEBEATION OF COLUMBUS DAY, OCTORBER 12%, 1802

To the Teachers of lowa:

ud the ceremonies conneoted with the dedieation of
is at Chicago, October 12, to every poiut in
by s movement in which the ohildren

It is designed to exte
the Columbian Exposition grounds |
this vast union of siates and lﬂ'rilurqu.
of the public sehovls are Lo bo the pmwipfxl actors. e ) .

In Janoary, 1801, the Youth's Companion, pulnh:hml in Boston, |1|l¢_|p.pm¢
the plan of a school celebration on October 12, 1892, that day lmi{lg the l'uu;
pupdredth anniversary of the discovery of Americn. Thesuggestion plem:m
its little readers, and thousands of lelters were recelved by the publication

named .
From this inceptio
of the Columbinn Exposition
unite in onthusiastic demons
the Ameriean ides, a center
locality.
At the meeting o

n followed the action of the World's Congress Auxl!iw
, ealling upon all the people of the republie to
tration oo that day, making the publie school,
from which interest should spread in every

f the Department of Superintendence of the National

iution in Brooklyn, February last, the state superintend -
gt:ﬁuunr::adnﬁt:::;?uut the mn{mr and an executive ‘cnrumll.tcu was
inted to direct the schools in their commemoration of Columbus day.
SPI??M general fentures of this school celebration will consist in the adop-
tion of n partial program in exact aceordance with the exercises ohﬂ?r\'ed in
Chieago. this official program to be issued by the executive committes on
September 18t also & morning salute to the flag of our country. 3
These festures shonld be suflicient to enlist the interest and insure :.h:
participation of ail patriots, old and young, zealous to do honor to i
memory of Columbus and proud to establish the permanency uf :lml ﬂq,m
gmblem of American independence and the well chosen symbol of our

s h formance of
formity with the above outline, and to help in the per

a.;::.::t shu.llxl.-hemlelves pass into history, we desire and expect school

officers, teachers nud patrons of Jowa schools to enter heartily into the

deyelopment of such lines of work as will create interest in this national

gchoo flicial
| celebration, and to make such additions to the ol
P as local cormmittees may deem best ndapted to the character of the

gehool and sentiment of the community.

' m.sve:; supetintendent, principsl and teacher strive to prepare the
Whought of bis communily in this direction. Call upon your local press to
dﬂn the matter. Organize committees to discuss suitable means for carry-
in 'fm an Oplpl'cpﬂl“ program. Allow schools to vote whether they will
::‘h part in the celebration. Enlist the co-operstion of veteran soldiers in
the vicinity. Use all laudable efforts in securing speakers, music and ban-
pers for the ocoasion. Especially see Lo it that your school house is properly
equipped with  flag on or before Columbus Day.
" oine origival < congross Dl fdent was Oatober 12
i e g Saeotndid s mm:lt dlln::,u:: .'. the Dl:l‘;:;h and New

This afterward changed to October 21 to allow
-Itrlro‘?t.hu!ndnr. Our letter was lisuad before the change lLind been made,

1
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nyzwmmmmmmmmmhwem
ﬂth.njddngmmmmmmmﬂammm-
school is an lmportant factor in the prosperity of Towa. Ir allowiag
schools to be foremost in this universal observance of Columbus Dw. we
i may instill in the hearts of the children a stronger love for home and coun- |
| try, and may furnish them holiday experiences that will live in memory in -
| association with an event connected with the nation's history.
I" Fraternally yours,
b _ J. B. KNOEPFLER,
| Wufmm

Des Moines, June 20, 1802,
.

‘?.ﬁp —————— — 1

SCHOOL xxmm' AT THE WORLD'S FAIR.
LEDGMENTS.




SCHOOL HOUSE PLANS.

This department has received frequent requests from school
boards of this state for plans and specifications for new school
houses,. We have been unable to furnish them. As old school
houses are being replaced with new, there is a commendable ambi-
tion so put up & better class of buildings, as to convenience, com-
fort and appearance. Most rural districts do not feel able to
employ an architeet for this purpose. They are under the impres-
sion that naturally this department must have plans for school
houses to loan to such districts. It would seem to us, therefore,
that the department should have a number of school house plans
to be loaned to districts intending to build, and which shonld make
requests for the same.  This would result not alone in better school
houses, but in an ultimate saving to the state. Said plans should
provide for different styles and sizes of one-room buildings, either
frame or brick, with approximate estimate of cost. They should
embrace all the drawings and specifications customary in an archi-
tect’s plans from which a desired number of printed copies could
be made.

In the same way, plans by competent architects for two, three
and four room buildings—not more—should be at the disposal of
school boards through this department. :

We are unable to say what such plans would cost, but believe
the d t should be anthorized to procure them, and we
respeetfully call the attention of the legislature to the foregoing
recommendation.

As a corollary to the foregoing, we deem it proper to call the
attention of the General Assembly to the need of limiting by legal
ennctment, the erection of school buildings to two storics. Beside
the in case of fire, consideration for the physical health

f pup tnchers, suggests the above recommendation.”

‘We believe, also, that every board should be required to erect
and keep two outbuildings for each sehool house, one for the use of
ench sex, and that some authority, perhaps the boards, should pro-
vide for more certain, severe and speedy punishment for the too

* common defacing of outbuildings and other school property with
'vile and immoral suggestions.
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IOWA’S SCHOOL EXHIBIT AT THE WORLD’'S FAIR.

The school forces of Towa and of the entire country were deterred
and discouraged from making preparations for the sehool exhibit
by the doubt and uncertainty whether there would be acceptable
and ample space assigned by the World’s Fair officials for such
exhibit. The space originally set apart for this parpose in the
manufactures building had been so encroached upon by the demands
of foreign exhibitors for additional space that American educators
began to despair of having the work of our schools represented at
all. Meetings of state superintendents and others interested in a
school exhibit were held in Chicago to protest against what seemed
the unfair treatment of these interests, and to demand the erection
of a distinctive building for the educational exhibit. This was not
granted, but a new building was erected to take other exhibits, and
thus leave a larger portion of the space in the manufactures build-
ing, which had been assigned to the schools, and in this building
the schools finally made their display. However, the delay had so
dampened the enthusiasm of teachers and so shortened the time for
preparing, that the exhibit was less in quantity, with fewer schools
represented, than it would have been. There was a conspicuous
absence of fresh exhibits from the rural schools of onr own state,
and yet the work from our schools as a whole was highly ereditable.

Among others the following cireular letter was addressed to the
teachers of the state, the edition being large enough to place one
in the hands of every teacher:

- el S T -

IOWA'S EDUCATIONAL EXHIBIT AT THE COLUMBIAN WORLD'S
FAIR,

To the Teachers and Schools of Towa:

A cirealar was recently issued by a committee eall'ng attention to a com- _

petive prize exhibit of school work, to be held at Cedar Rapids st the time

of the meeting of the State Teacher’s Association. The purpose of the prize

" {
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exhibit, as explained in the eircular, is to induce by the stimulus of securing
a prize, a larger number of schools to prepare exhibit work than would
otherwise do so, the matter to remain the property of the Columbian Com-
mission, and to form part of the educational exhibit of this state at Chicago.
We reprint such portions of the general directions there given as will apply
to nll work, whether entered for prizes or not. Where matter is entered
for a prize at Cedar Rapids, the tag should show in which class it is entered;
and if designed to compete in more than one class, an additional tag should
show this fact. Where work entered in one of the class exhibits is also to
compete for prizes nnder “*{3uneral Exhibit,"”” the letter notifying Mr. J. W.
Jarnagin of the entry should so state.

We suggest that where class work as a whole is to be offered, it be bound
together. The tags might be prepared thus:

Pupil's DAME, .. ..oven cvevaiin aas O Blaa B b e A8 Age, .. Feoerevreaaes
IR < s wn Vo i e NnEER O FAIOOL: << 050w ba WE £y bk oo 5 s hr A o itk
Copled?...icioneiirnaess Total time consumed. . ............. wanin s e

We hope to see at Cedar Rapids a strong competitive exhibit in all the
lines of school work mapped out in the schedule. It will form a good basis
of material to go to Chieago. But for any schools ot wishing to send work
to Cedar Rapids, there lies the privilege of preparing matter for the exhibit
at Chicago, subject to the limitations and instructions as given below,
Sueh matter is to be properly boxed or packed, and sent, prepaid, to Des
Moines, addressed to the superintendent of public instruction. It should
be received here not later than February 15, 1808, A committee appointed
by the manager of the edueational exhibit will sort and sift the material,
and send to Chicago work from each line of exhibil matter.

Striving for a prize is entirely proper, yet we hope our schools will have
a still broader, more patriotic motive back of their work—the ambition to
have lowa fully represented in its educational work at Chicago; the desire
to maintain the proud rank lowa has taken in the edocational field, The
reflex value of the effort to send in exhibit work will be worth to the
school or pupil all the labor it costs. Broadly speaking, therefore, every
such effort will draw a prize in the benefit derived from the work done,
whether this is entéred to compete at Cedar Rapids or is sent direct to Des
Moines.

At the school exhibit at Madison, Wisconsin, lowa took high honors. At
the New Orleans Exposition our state ranked among the highest. Again,
at the Pavis Exposition, 1880, Iowa won a medal on its school system.
Other states are making strong efforts to be well represented. Towa must not
take a backward step next year. We must not retreat. We must hold our
ground. To do this, superintendents, principals and teachers, will need
1o take hold of the work with zeal and enthusiasm. While other exhibitors
will show that our state ranks among the foremost in agricultural products,
we must not only have good schools, but must prove this fact by an appro-
priste exhibit. All the space assigned to this state for educational pur-
poses should be fully occupied, and enongh matter sent to have an equally
good school exhibit in the lowa building. As the exhibits become worn or
sviled, it should be possible for the managers to replace them with
duplicates,
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Beyond question, the city and town schools will respond royslly. Exhibit
matter from every grade is solicited. Buot especially is it desirable that the
rural and uograded schools should be well represented with exhibit work.
That there may be no lack in this, county suoperintendents will need to
encourage their rural school teachers, both by special circulars and direct
personal efforts, giving such counsel or instruction how to proceed as may
seem necessary, They ean nssist in ordering and proeuring material as
required by the instructions.

Let it be anderstood that there will be no separate allotment of space
for distinetive county, eity or individual school exhibits. All will be n part
of the school exhibit in lows ns a whole.

It will eall for a display of individual rvesources and ingennity to devise
ways and means for raising funds to pay shipping expenses and material
for preparing the exhibit. For this purpose an entertainment might be
given at the school house, to consist of recitations, singing, dialogues,
tableaux, and a nominal admission fee charged. But as in many cases Lhe
expenses will be very small, the teachers may be patriotic enough to pay
them. These in all instances must be paid in advange, whether sent to
Cedar Raplds before December 15, 1802, or to Des Moines before February
15, 1803, While small quantities may be sent by express, larger quantities
should go by freight to save expense. In either case, n jetter should be
sent stating how and when matter was shipped.

It is important to have all clearly understand that not mere quantity, but
variety and excellence of work are sought,

The widest possible latitude will be allowed in preparing matter that
does not compete at Cedar Rapids. Such work is not limited to the kinds of
school work laid down In the prize exhibit. Oun the contrary, any and all
kinids of school work may be sent. The manager especially wishes to
engourage individuality and origioality among teachers in having unique
and striking school work to send. The entire field is open. Whatever is
done in & school, or by pupils as such, or whatever tends to the advance-
ment of the schools, may be received as a part of the educational exhibit.
Without presuming to exhaust the list or to fix restrictions, we suggest that
exhibits be made in the following lines of work:

Form and eolor work—modeling, drawing, penmanship, designing, eto.;
number work and mathematics—solutions, demonstrations, book-keeping,
ete.; lnngnage work—written reproductions, dictation exercises, letter-writ-
ing, compositions, grammatical analyses, sketches, deseriptions, ete.; devices
and materials used in instruction. or drawings of them; exhibits of science
work, outlines, charts, mups, eto.; drawings and photographs of sechool build-
ings, rooms and grounds, catalogues of libraries, reference work, ete.; blanks
used in connection with the schools, either by the teacher, or superintend-
ent, or board. Exhibits in the regular solid work of the schools are espe-
cially solicited.

As arule, no school should attempt to make exhibits in all kinds of work.

Let each make exhibit only in one or two lines in which it can show special

The following direetions are to be observed :
Photographs to be uniform in size, 0x11 inches, 11x14, or 18x26.

& ;
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All drawings to be on good grade of drawing paper, white, 9x12 inches,
12x18, or 18x24. The mounting boards to be used for drawings will be 22x28
inches.

All manuseript work wmust be on good quality of white paper, V§x12
inches, with No. 7 raling in faint blue, n marginal line down left side, leav-
ing space of 1§ inches width and two inches space at top above first ruled
line. The size is a quarter sheet of what is known as "Royal,” and can be
ordered through any printing office.

The exhibit should have fastened to it a slip giving the name and age of
the pupil doing the same, the name of the school and the grade to which he
belongs. It should state whether the work was copied and the total time
used, including the copying.

The teacher must certify that all the work of the pupil, including compo-
sitlon, was doce in school, and comes direct from the lavter's hand: that he
has not been assisted or **eonched” for that especial work, and that the
work itgelf has not been touched up or corrected by any one other than the
pupil himsalf.

This department most earnestly urges the schools of the state to lend
their loyal support and cotperation to J. W. Jaroagin of Montezumn, super-
intendent of lown's Educational Exhibit to the Columbian World's Fair,
in his onerous and responsible duty of having our state properly and eredit-
ably represented in the edueational department. The maovager alone can
pot muke the exhibit. He can do much, but a large part of its snccess must
depend upon the care and earnestness with which the schools do their part
of the work, and upon the willing, cheerful support which the teachers of
the State lend him. Of course, this means work. It means work in addi-
tion to the regular school duties, devising ways and means to obtain the
necessury funds. It means work in collecting, arranging, packing and
shipping. But lowa's teachers have never failed to respond royally. They
will not fail this time,

Yours cordially,
J. B, KNOEPFLER,
Superintendent of Publie Instruetion,
Des Moines, Towa, October 17, 1802,

The exhibit prepared and sent by this department, intended to
show np the educational statistics of the state, the organization and
growth of the school system and supervision exercised by and
through this office, was the following:

1. Graphic chart showing by circles and their segments the
relative population of the state, school population, school enroll-
ment and school attendance.

2. Chart of school statistics, giving by periods the number of

'mhoolg, number of teachers, number of pupils, total expenditures

for school purposes.
3. A chart giving facts by periods relating to institutes,

attendance, support, length.
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4. A chart giving general plan of the Iowa school system, its
officers, and organization.

5. Bix graphic and statistical charts showing development and
growth of the schools with reference to length of school year,
wages paid, relative number of men and women teachers, increased
school attendance, cost of tuition,

6. Iowa School Reports from 1878 to 1891, inclusive—10
volumes.

7. Iowa School Laws, edition of 1892 —10 copies.

8. Arbor Day Annuals, 1892, 1893—9 copies.

9. Advance SBhects, 1892, of Biennial Report for 1803 —8
copies.

10.  Course of Study for Country Schools—8 copies.

11. Interior Views of the Department—é.

12.  Blanks for treasurers and secretaries to report to county
superintendent, and for latter to report to state department; also
institute and appeal blanks,

13. Blank county certificates, state certificates and state
diplomas,

14.  Examination questions for county and state certificates.

15. Programs of ecounty superintendents’ conventions and of
State Teachers’ Association.

16.  Sundry circular letters from the department to school boards,
county superintendents and institute instructors, with course of
study for institntes,

17. Circulars giving rules of the state board of examiners
relating to state certificates and diplomas.

18. Columbus Day circulars and school exhibit cireulars.

19. Sundry blanks, lists and cirenlars not itemized above.

At our request J. W. Jaragin, member of the Columbian Com-
mission for Iowa, who had direction of the school exhibit from this
state, makes a report to the department which we take pleasure in
giving in this place.

CHARTS EXHIBITED. .

Below are given the tabular statistics exhibited by the depart-
ment, but here reduced to page size. They show by periods the
gradual growth of our schools. The graphic charts are especially
simple and instructive. They show, for instance, in striking man-
ner, how since 1862, the number of women teachers has more and
more exceeded the men, and that since 1877 the number of men
teachers bas actually decreased. %

1898.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 171

REPORT OF COMMISSIONER JARNAGIN.

MonrezuMa, lowa, Nov, 16, 1808,

Hon. J. B. Knoepfler, Des Moines, Towa:

Dear Si:—The lowa educational exhibit at the Columbian Exposition
was a presentation of legitimate public school work. While other states
presented the work of their colleges and universities along with their
exhibits, fowna showed a distinotive public school collection, with the
axception of the excellent showing mude by the State Normal School. The
work on exhibition ecovered every phase of our educational system and was
the subject of much favorable comment, not only by the educators of our
own country, but by the representatives of foreign nations. The exhibit
throughout the exposition was in the hands of competent persons, who were
constantly on duty and prepared to give visitors all needed information,

The following is a list of the schools represented and the work shown by
each.

Des Moines (West Side}—Photographs of buildings, interior of buildings,
pupils at work, kindergarten work; drawings from the first to the eighth
grades, and from high school; manual training; model of cooking appara-
tus; cooking exhibit.

What Cheer—Five regular solids, :

lowa City—Drawing; twelve bound volumes representing paper folding,
parquetry, masuuscript, geography, language, essays, drawings, arithmetic;
letter writing; seven reliel maps.

Corning-—One bound volume of penmanship,

State Center—Eight bound volumes representing psimary work, geog-
raphy, history, srithmetie, language, numbezrs and physiology; clay
modeling.

Tabor—Three bound volumes representing arithmetie, geography and
langunge.

Davenport—Manual teaining; mechanical drawings by pupils.

Orange City—Drawings from different grades.

Burlington—Drawings from the first to the eighth grade and high
school; ten bound volumes vepresenting spelling, numbers, arithmstie, pen-
manship, Innguage, grammar, word analysis, mathematics, United States
history, civies, English literature, geography, physiology, science, Latin and
German; paper folding. Photographs of buildings and interiovs.

Fairfield—Three bound volumes of mathematics, laugunge and science;
photographs of buildings, exterior and interior,

MeGregor—Six bound vblumes of numbers, geography, geometry, physi-
ology, language, United States history, algebrs, German.

Cresco ~Six volumes of penmanship.

Monmouth—0One volume of geography.

Des Moines (East Side)—Thirty volumes of history. geography, grammar,
language, arithmetic, numbers, civies, algebra, rhetorie, chemistry; product
map of Iown; product map of the United States; product map of South
America.

Waverly—Drawings; kindergarten work; product map of Iowa; photo-
graphs of buildings and interior; thirteen volumes of geography, language,
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algebra, physics, rhetorie, geometry, literature, arithmetic, reading, num-
bers, German, Latin, history, physiology and spelling.

Grinnell—Drawing from grades and high school; studies in biology.

Mason City—Drawings and color work; five volumes of arithmetie, physi-
olugy, history, penmanship, geography and language.

Brooklyn—Photographs of buildings, interiors and pupils at work; draw-
ings from several grades; one volume of history, mathematics and geog-
raphy.

Uttumwa—Photographs of buildings; drawings from the first to the
eighth grade and high school; six volumes of penmanship and drawings.

Fort Madison—Kindergarten work; photographs of buildings.

Marengo—Four volumes arithmetic, slgebra, physiology, literature,
geography, history, political economy,

Montezuma—Eight volumes of history, physiology, astronomy. book-
keeping, geography, geometry, physies, picture stories; photographs of
buildings, interior and pupils at work; map showing number and location
of school houses in the state,

Mount Pleasant—Color drawings; four volumes of primary work, botany
and miseellaneous.

Maguoketa—Four volumes of botanical drawings,

Poweshiek County—Examination papers; one volume of rural school
work drawings: photographs of country school house and schools; glass
model of country school house.

Clinton—~Photographs of buildings, interior and pupils at work and
charts of course of study; twenty-three volumes of composition, drawing,
geomelry, physics, algebra, arithmetic, botany, language, color, United
States history, grammar, geography, physiology, German, Latin, English,
geology, kindergarten; drawings from all grades.

Clinton County—Photographs of eountry schools and school houses,

Oskaloosa—Four globes; ten relief maps; twelve volumes of number
work, geography, language, arithmetic, United States history, Eoglish,
nareotics, rhetorie, Latin, musie, physics, drawings, reports, records,
diplomas, courses of study; drawings.

Cedar Falls—Statistical and comparative charts; photographs of differ-
ent grades at work; photographs of ealisthenic exercises; ten volumes of
geography, penmanship, examination papers, physical culture; four geo-
graphical maps.

Marshall County—Three volumes of arithmetic, language, history, geog-
raphy; drawings and photographs of country schools.

Boone County—Two volumes of botany, physical geography and miscel-
laneous drawings.

Ogden—One volume of miscellaneous.

Paullina —One volome of geography and langaage; one velief map of
North America.

Newell—Drawings.

Maleom— Drawings.

Hardin County—Drawings.

Greene County—Drawings.

Erie Schools—Drawings,

o i
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State Department—Photographs of officers of State Teachers’ Associn-
tion; one volume of work from country schools, annual reports, blanks,
school laws, photographs from state department; lm?'a S(:lm!.ﬂ S(_\'utem; lowa
achool statisties; Towa teachers’ institute; comparative statistics; snmmary
of finances; summary of statisties: enumeration, enrollment and attend-

ance; school houses, number and value; teachers, sexes; bound volumes of

fficial reports. )
. Sionx !(,‘.it,y—-l‘lay modeling ; phonographic records of publie sehool work

of different grades; photographs of school buildings and pupils; photo-
graphs of physical culture; drnwit_lgs.

Creston—Photographs of buildings.

Marshalltown—Photographs of buildings.

Chariton—Photographs of buildings.

Normul Sehool—Drawings: photographs of buildings, interior and fac-
ulty; military photographs; physical science apparatus from laboratory;
bound volumes of exercises in geometry; thesis on zoology and elementary
science: bound veports and catalogues; charts showing grounds of the
school; Delsarte exercises.

LIST OF AWARDS,

The following is a list of the awards given to the Iowa Educational
Exhibit, as taken from the official records:

Public schools, Montezuma, high school work.

Public sehools, lowa City, drawing and history.

Public schools, Davenport, mechanieal drawing.

High school work.

West Side public schools, Des Moines, photos of pupils at work, manual
training, cooking school and kindergarten.

Public sehools, Clinton, grammar and high school work.

Public schools, Waverly, sehool and kindergarten work,

State of Tows, educational exhibit of public schools, charts of compara-
tive statistics from Department of Publie instruction.

Publie schools, Montezuma, map of Iowa showinglocation of the schools.

Public schools, Maguoketa, botanieal drawings.

Public schools, Sioux City, phonographic records of school work of all
grades and clay modeling.

Public schools, Mt. Pleasant, primary work.

Public schools, Ottumwa, penmaoship and drawing.

Public schools, Oskaloosa, primary, grammar aud high sehools.

Public schools, State Center, primary and grammar work.

Towa State Normal School, Cedar Falls, physical science apparatus.

Public schools, Paulling, rélief map of North Ameriea,

Country schools of lowa, chart of comparative statisties.

Burlington public sehools, Burlington, school work of all grades.

Trustees Uornell college, courses of study, work and results.

Poweshiek county, photographs of country schools.

Marshall connty, photographs of country schools.

Clinton county, photographs of country schools.

8. W. Heath, superintendent of Poweshiek county, glass model of coun-
try sehool house.



PRe

oy

-



¥
8

CATIONAL EXHIBIT, LIBERAL ARTS DEPARTMENT, WORLIYVS FAII

J

IOWA EM

1808.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 175

For repairs, fuel, supplies and other contin-

Contingent Fund......... gencies,
From tax, amount determined by District Board,
(For the paymeut of teachers exclusively.
- hers’ Fund | From interest on permanent school fund.
REROREE- X HR w3 e e o o } County school tax of 1 to 3 mills, and from tax
| determined by District Board.

IOWA SCHOOL STATISTICS.

(Chart prepared by Dopartment for Schuol Exhibit,)

A territory July 4, 1838. Population, 22,857.

A state December 28, 1846. Population, 97,588,
Population 1890, Federal census, 1,011,898,

School age, 5to 21. Ennmeration 1892, 675,024,
Value in 1802 of sechool honses, 138,800,152,
Expenditures in 1892 for common schools, §7,400,191.

l
|

¥ 3 | g
g “ 9 %
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7 = [
3 1248 O,7T0%
5: 700 36,81
B¢ 6871 446408
0,868 ELTI6 1,680,951
0,525 18, 145) 2,508,440
11,087 D1.606| 2,901,948
12,300 23,7160 8,777.002
12,007 26.607| 4K 671
13,120 o6,700| 4,458,500
13.275 97, £.560,25¢,
IOWA TEACHERS' INSTITUTES.
.

{Ohart prepared by Department for School Exhibit.)
ESTABLISHED BY LAW, 1BOB—NORMAL INSTITUTE LAW ENAOTED 1874,

Held in each county annually, under direction of county super-
intendent. Attendance voluntary.
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INETITUTE FUND.

Yearly state appropriation, £50; ‘registration fee, §1; examina-
tion fee, #1. County Board of Supervisors may grant an additional
amount.
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS.
(Ohart prepared by Department for Sobool Exhiblt)
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SUMMARY OF FINANCES.
(Ohnrt prepured by Department for Bohiool Exhibit)
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IOWA BOHOOLS.

—

COMPARATIVE STATISTICS.
1803,

(Chart prepared by Department for School Ezhibit.)

508.830.

ENROLLED
185,194

1.354,300.

18B.122
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: _
ENUMERATION, ENROLLMENT AND ATTENDANCE. . . COST OF TUITION, LENGTH OF SCHOOL YEAR, ETC.

- —

(Ohart prepared by Department for School Ezhibils.) (Ohart prepared by Department for School Exhibit.)
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TEACHERS BY SEXES,
(Chart prepared by Depariment for School Ezhibil.)
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EDUCATION IN IOWA.

As having interest for the public and especially for any con-
cerned with edneation, we give below a historical sketch of Towa
schools and thejr organization, prepared under the direction of the
department fo: the Jowa Hand Book, issued by the Columbian
Commission:

EARLY HISTORY.

The time when Iowa was an almost uninhabited region is within
the vivid memory of those surviving citizens who were among the
earliest settlers. No longer ago than half a century, the largest
part of its area, so richly stored with Nature's gifts, was still
untenanted by the white man. Over broad stretches of fertile
prairie the bright flowers of each returning spring and summer
blossomed unheeded. The dancing leaves of her woodlands and
the rippling waters of hundreds of streamlets awaited patiently
the eoming of the industrious pioneer, ambitious to establish arew
under more favorable opportunities, the advantages of a superior
civilization,

The first school in what is now Iowa, was held in the three
closing months of 1830, at Nashville, Lee County, Berryman
Jennings, teacher. On the present site of Keokuk, I. K. Robin-
son tanght a school commencing in December, 1830. These two
teachers and many of their scholars are living at this time. Geo.
Cubbage taught a school in a log church in Dabuque, in the winter
of 1833-4. The first woman to teach in Iowa was Mrs. Rebecea
Palmer, at Fort Madison, in 1834. A school for young ladies was
opened in Dubuque in 1837, by Louisa King, and conducted for
several years. In 1839, Alonzo P. Phelps, established in the same
city a elassical school for both sexes, afterwards continued by Thos.
H. Benton, Jr.

The ﬁmt building to be used chiefly as a public school house

was erected at Burlington in 1833, of roughly hewed logs, while
13
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to Dubuque must be accorded the credit of erecting the first school ing the schools for at least six months iy each vear, s
house by taxation under the law of January 1, 1839, which granted longer as the board of any district ||1=;:'};t( '(lt ,:‘f’:‘”l' _m“l 48 much
the voters of any school distriet the power to levy a tax, select a alone. The office of cmu—,tj, Hll[Jel'irrI!mu?uut‘ ;\:“ 3 )‘ lll:hl": funds
place, and build a school house. This was in 1844. vision made for the thorough examination of ;:;-;:Ilnf-‘;-[lwll:'m:u:-':(l'"
) ', s super-

The constitution under which Iowa entered the union in 1846 vision of schools, and the easier establishment i _ :
declared : **The general assembly shall encourage by all suitable support of graded and high schools, ’l‘im :mm-.hr".‘ lt“w generous
means the promotion of intellectual, scientific, moral and agricul- manent school fund was removed from the "‘"h,.,:l .llml.nlnl ut !!‘le per-
tural improvement.” This constitution also required that every the new law the county teachers' iustitut;- 4 sl ’[l‘“ .’""l““‘-“- By
school district support a school for at least three months in each r school system. In mﬂn.y S it o t-"u-,..or ;:i“(. .z.. -];i:l‘lt of ”"e
year. The right and duty of the state to maintain a general system simplified and impruvwr Kol ; ormer laws wére greatly

In its essential features the present

of popular education and generously to support the same by a uni- ‘ - law differs but slightly fr 5 #batnte T
fur‘]m qev_y of taxes, hecame thus clearly recognized and perma- of 1858. ghtly from the statute popularly known as the law
nently established as the policy of the new state.
The school law of 1849 authorized the electors of any district to THE BYSTEM DESORIBED—ORGANIZATION.
determine whether a school of higher grade should be maintained. There are two districts provided for in the law district townshi
Several of the more populous districts availed themselves of this and independent districts. The district tuwuahi[‘) uanal'i_y agrees [i):
favorable enactment, and very early began to classify andograde boundaries with the eivil township. Of independent distric?s there
their schools. are two leading varieties, the village, town, or city dfutrict and
During the fifties the increase in population was very rapid and the rural independent district, the latter in size resemblin : the
there was a corresponding development of school facilities, Rural ) ‘ division in district townships known as the aub-{liatrictg All
communities and hamlets multiplied as if by magie, towns and vil- N directors are chosen for a term of three years. Women are e’iigibia -
lages in many cases put on the air of cities, larger school houses ! to any school office. Boards determine the amount to be raiséd
were demanded and supplied, and the need of graded and high | by tax for teachers and contingent funds, fix the additional months
schools became more keenly felt, A few cities made provision of school over the legal requirement of six, establish graded whaok
: before 1860 for a complete system or organization and the selection T and adopt courses of study, locate sites and build school houses,
of a city superintendent, notably Dubugue, Davenport and Tipton, C the money having been voted by the electors, and in general, lxaﬁ;
The statisties collected in Towa in 1857 gave Towa 3,265 school X full eontrol over school matters. ' o
districts, 2,708 schools, 2,996 teachers, and 195,285 children and ) ) Other school officers are the superintendent of public instruetio
youths between five and twenty-one. o and the M-efal"eonnty superintendents. These o m o i
- Up to this time the money raised by general taxation had been - foraterm of two years. The superintendent of public instraetion
insufficient to maintain the schools for as long a period in each year oy has general supervision of the c@ﬁn:_t Eﬂpﬂi’hﬁeh&bﬁu ahil this
as the people desired, and the term of school had been sapple- TAE 0 common echools. He may meet couuty méﬂﬂhwﬂaﬁtﬂn conven-
- mented by subscription, usually assessed upon the scholars attend- T and so far as able, must attend and lecture before teachers’
- ing. An enlightened public sentiment was demanding that the utes, must give written opinions in explanation of the school

laws, decide appeals from decisions made by eounty superintend-
| ents, and compile the school laws and decisions. He is president
[ S o Gf#hylbm of the State Normal School, president of the board of
- Educational Examiners, and a regent of the State University. He
- Inakes a biennial report of the condition and progress of the public

- sfor their more perfect organization and eflicency.

nt has general control over schools and
He visits schools, holds normal institute,

schools be wholly free, and supported by general taxation.
- THE LAW oF 1558,

This comprehensive enactment, the first adopted by the general
assembly and afterwards with slight amendments, by the board of N I,
education, made a radical change for the better in our schouol sys- el XA
tem. Small districts were replaced by the civil township as the WOSCEE T

~ unit of organization, and adequate provision was made for sustain-
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examines teachers and issues certificates for a period of not more
than one year, hears and decides appeals from orders made by
boards of directors, and makes a complete annual report to the
superintendent of public instruetion.

BOHOOL HOUSES,

The pioneer log school house increased in numbers until 1561,
when 893 were reported, out of a total of 3,479. As population
and wealth increased larger school houses were built, of better
material, more inviting in appearance, and more frequently well
supplied with the many facilities required in order that the highest
success in school work might be attained.

In 1849 the average value of each of the 387 school houses was
about $100: in 1860, the average of the 2,208 was 8376 in 1874, of
0,228, $592; and in 1892, of 13,275, $1,040. The gradual and con-
tinned improvement in school houses and their surroundings is an
index of the great advancement in all valuable und desirable par-
ticulars. Our state furnishes for the constant use of ler people
sehool houses of fine architecture, commodious and well furnished,
having good sanitary provisions, thoronghly well equipped with
the best apparatus, libraries und other needed accessories. And
these school houses are supplied in abundance, one for each 4.14
square miles of the state, ineluding all river and lake surface in the
distribution.

TEACHERS.

In 1850 seventy teachers out of every hundred employed were
men., This difference gradually diminished, until 1862, when the
number of the gentler sex employed became the greater. The
eminent fitness of women for the office of teacher has ever been
tavorably recognized in Iows. As the number of women employed
has increased in 1892 to 22,275, against 4,978 men, the relative
difference in wages paid has decreased. And this apparent differ-
ence in monthly salary is really, in most cases, much less than
shown, beeanse of the higher salaries paid a larger nnmber of men
as superintendents and principals, which has the effect materially
to increase the average paid men, while as a rule the larger num-
ber of the men receive only the same wages 4s the women teach-

ers of the same grade doing the same work.
SOHOOL FINANCES,

The constant and rapid increase in the amount of money
expended for educational purposes is indisputable evidence that the
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public schools are appreciated by the people. In many communi-
ties the amounts paid for the support of free instruction aggregate
more than one-half of the total taxes. This condition should con-
tinne only because there is a settled convietion in the minds of
those voting and paying such taxes, that the money given for pop-
ular education is, after all, the wisest expenditure possible.

The total amount paid in 1892 for school purposes, was %7,
400,101, all raised by voluntary taxation, excepting the semi-annual
apportionment, $789,040, u part of whieh is derived from the inter-
est on the permanent school fand.

The state board of educatioaal examiners grant state certifi-
cates good for five years, and state diplomas valid for life. This
official recugnition of professional teachers of merit has become
very popular, and many hold one of these credentials.

TEACHERS' INSTITUTES.

The development of the institute canvot well be considered
apurt from the grand services of the pioneers in edueation. The
early fathers Inid the foundations of our school system broad and
deep. Early in the fifties nssociations of teachers for consultation
and instruction were frequently held. Several volunteer county
institutes were held prior to 1858, The law of 1858 required the
institate to be in session at least one week, and a donation of
£50.00 to its support was made from state funds. From this time
institutes multiplied, and their usefulness increased greatly. The
normal institute law of 1874 extended the term and enlarged the
opportunities for instruction in methods of teaching and in the
principles of edncation. In many counties the session is now three
weeks, and, as a rule, the very ablesi educators to be secured are
selocted as conductors and instructors. In 1892 an institute in
overy one of the ninety-nine counties, 18,955 teachers were in
attendance for an average of 2.4 weeks, and $52,934 were dis-
bursed for expenses.

The Iowa State Teachers’ Association has been in continuous
existenco since 1854. A general meeting of several days is held
every year, in connection with which special sections or divisions,
apart from the others, to discuss portions of the work more partic-
ularly related to themselves as engaged in single line of school
work. The yearly gathering of the prominent educators of the
state is productive of great good to all attending.
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COONTY T“ACII!RB. ASSOCIATIONS AND ROUND TABLEE.

In 1892 eighty counties reported each an enthusiastic teachers’
association. These meetings usually begin on Friday evening
with a lecture or some entertainment likely to interest patrons and
school officers, and are continned through Saturday. Frequently
city superintendents and principals of high schools join the teach-
ars of the ungraded sehools, in & meeting which may include several
counties, their deliberations being condueted under the name of a
teachers’ round table. In some cases only the teachers in graded
and high schools in several counties meet in a round table for
high school teachers. Theso informal gatherings are always enter-
taining and profitable.

TEACHERS READING CIRCLE.

Since 1589 a conrse of professional reading has been followed
by a large number of teachers. A board chosen by the county
superintendents from their own number selects books and gives
advice and direction to the course of rending, and each connty super-
intendent is ex-officia manager of the circle in his county. More
than nine-tenths of the counties are eo-operating in this excellent
work.

PUPILS’ READING CIROLE.

This organization commends itself by helping tv direct the chil-
dren in the reading of good books. The very best hooks for those
of different nges are recommended by the board of directors and
arrangements are completed by which the books chosen may be
secured at a low ecost. Teachers find that the circle brings new
interest into the school work. In 1893 about 22,000 school children
are reading the books selected for thewm.

COURSE OF STUDY.

The State University offers instruction in advanced subjects. and
affords special preparation for the work of teaching, for the law,
medicine, dentistry, and pharmacy. The courses of study for a
very large number of the high schools connect directly with the
course of study in the University, the Normal School, the Agricul-
taral Qollege, and many of the colleges of the state. For the
ungraded schools of the rural districts a uniform conrse of study
for country schools has received almost universal adoption, and is

in very general use, with the most beneficial results. The value
Miﬂﬁl‘f ontlined course of study in unifying and harmoniz-

s

ingthe work and securing the wisest working plans for the schools,
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is conceded by ull teachers and school officers who desire to avail
themselves of the best means of advancing the interests of the
gchools.

ARBOR DAY.

In general a school house contains an acre of ground. If natural
shade does not already exist, the law directs that trees for shade
and ornament shall be planted and cared for. This enactment led
the way for the state-wide observation of tree planting, and since
1887 @ day has been designated for this annual spring festival. An
Arbor Day pamphlet, containing suitable lessons on nature, with
choice selections about trees, birde and flowers, has been sent ont
from the department of public instruction each year in numbers
sufficient to sccure uniform exercises in all the schools. Emulation
and a just pride in local surroundings have been stimulated by the
naming of trees planted, and the floating of & school flag on Arbor
Day, making this the children’s own day of patriotic celebration,
Thus it has come to pass that, though not legally established,
Arbor Day has found such favor with the people that its continu-
ance is assured. c

STATE UNIVERSITY.

This grand institution stands at the head of the educational
system. It is intended that the work of instruetion shall commence
where that of the best high schools ends. The ungraded rural
schools are the large and massive base, the graded schools of the
towns and villages, and the high schools of the cities, the inter- .
mediate blocks, and the State University the crown of an enduring
monnment—our system of free public sehools. :

STATE NORMAL SCHOOL.
This important factor in the school work of Tows was established

in 1876, From the first the school has enjoyed the greatest pros-
perity. Enlarged several times by the addition of increased facili-
ties, the school has always been patronized to the utmost limit of

its capacity. Its students are everywherd sought for as teachers,
and their work in the schools has proven clearly the wisdom of the
state in affording to those about to teach an opportunity to fit them-
selves in & superior manner for this important work.

- THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE

offers six courses of study. Itis designed that instruction shall be
furnished in all the arts and sciences that have any bearing upon
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agricalture. Of the large income a goodly amount is expended
each year direcily upon investigations and experiments, and in
practical instruetion in agriculture and horticulture.

OHARITABLE SCHOOLS.

Iowa provides bountifully for those prevented by infirmity from
securing instruction in schools for other children. The College for
the Blind, the School for the Deaf, and the Institution for the Feeble
Minded, supply for these wards of the state the very best facilities

that ean be secured. The Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home and Home for.

Indigent Children furnishes care and instruction for many who
otherwise wonld be homeless.

CLOSING SUMMARY.

Attendance in the schools is voluntary. The school popula-
tion, 5 to 21, in 1892, was 675,024. The enrollment in public
schools was 509,830, It shonld be noted that this nnmber does not
inelude the many of school age in attendance upon private schools,
colleges, and other institutions of learning than the publie schools.

The average monthly salary paid men, was $37.76; paid women, 2R

$30.78. The schools were continued for an average of 158

during the year, at an average cost of tuition for each ptmﬁ, di;-"" :

$1.81 per month.

The census of 1880 credited Iowa with a lower permm 01 & ,

illiteracy than any other state of the Union. In the results o
census of 1890, no doubt this exalted position will be mair
easily. This is indeed a high honor and an enviable di .._'
The school facilities of Iowa are being improved ey
better buildings are erected, teachers are paid a
compensation, and relatively the attendance upon

pnblm schools are open to all residents, the children of poor Mﬁt
age equally with those born to affluence, to persons
wlﬁ m of lighter skin, the idea being free, universal education,

: e .
 higher than at any time in the previous history of the state. The

vof color sswell 1§
tho humbleatl rugal sehool to ﬂ‘l&\ Mp,‘hngt MM in tha )
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In 1876, at the Centennial Exhibition, the schools of Towa made

a very creditable showing. At the Exposition in New Orleans, in

1884 and 1885, Towa received a diploma of honor forliher collective
educational display, and certificates of special merit were given to
individual schools. The enviable distinetion conferred upon Towa by
the award of first honors at the Paris Exhibition of 1880, and the
bestowal of a gold medal agid a handsome diploma, gave our proud
state added reasons for self-congratulations, and inereased the zeal

of its people in the cause of education.

It requires no gift of propheey to trace out the futura path of
Iowa. An observing eye need but take the past for a precedent, the
present, for an earnest, to draw a vast panorama of prosperity, such
a8 our Union has never witnessed, and yet one which [owa will not
fail herself to excel.
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making it pleasant to be associated with him and to those having
oceasion to call at the department, his tireless industry, his patient
and thorough investigation of the many perplexing legal questions,
his sound judgment and broad scholarship, relieving the head of the
department of much worry and care, have contributed greatly
towards whatever degree of snccess my work may be entitled.
Miss Kate M. Jones, the office secretary, is deserving of equal
credit for her ability and her quiet methodic work in snccessfally
looking after the many details entrusted wholly to her care to my
entire satisfaction, and for compiling, almost alone, the excellent
Arbor Day Souvenir for 1893,

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

We desire to express our appeciation of the uniform courtesy
received at the hands of Towa teachers during the past two years.
Indeed, the most agrecable feature of our official term has been
that it brought us into contact with the educators, a body of high-
minded men and women, whose acquaintance has been both a
pleasure and an honor. They have at all times shown a loyalty to
_ their calling and a willingness to co-operate with this department
l in its responsible duties.
W Not only have onr relations to the educators at large been highly
satisfactory, but we have found especial pleasure in the duties con-
necting this office with various boards, and in the acquaintance thus
formed.

Onr relations with the county superintendents have been uni-
formly harmonious and agreeable. Oflicially the department has
more to do with them than with any other class of individuals, and
we have found them ever striving earnestly to perform their duties
conscientiously as they understand them. In the few cases where
we have felt compelled to reverse a decision on appeal, we have in
no instance questioned or doubted their honesty of purpose. We
have felt assured that they were performing their duties ‘‘without
fear or favor,” knowing they wonld understand that the state super-
- intendent subseribes to a similar oath.

Bt Of our own work we do not care to speak. We have purposely
: been somewhat conservative while studying plans for the future

when we might, with less criticism, depart somewhat from the
~beaten path and strike out more boldly into original lines.

My thanks are due to each and every member of the office force

for the interest taken in the success of our administration, and for
- the individual effort made to keep the work fully up to date at
s. I desire especially, to recognize the services of my
W. 8. Wilson. Aside from qualities of mind and heart,.
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The university and the normal school have proven their popu-
larity, and have exceeded all former enrollments. But they have
pra(;tically reached the limit of their growth under existing condi-
tions. They must receive more liberal support at the hands of the
legislature than in the past or remain stationary, cease to expand,
and see themselves far outstripped by similar institutions in neigh-
boring states.

The rural schools have all been again supplied with a printed
course of study, and a number kept on hand to supply future
needs. The influence of this department has always and every-
where been thrown in faver of its formal adoption by boards and
enforcement by teachers. Lessons of patriotism have been encour-
aged until now fully 25 per cent of the schools own an Ameri-
can flag. !

A few eomplaints have come to the department from directors
that the county superintendent had not promptly distributed the
school laws sent him from the department as instructed to do. A
few complaints have reached us to the effect that books had been
adopted and teachers employed to conduet the school in somewhat
sectarian channels,

Without making extended remarks on the past two years, or
offering a single apology, it may be fairly said that no individual in
a position of this kind can do his best work in a first and single
term. Besides familiarizing himself with details and carrying on
the work as he finds it, he will map out his own new lines of policy
for the future, which he may or may not have opportunity to earry
into execution.

My worthy successor, Hon. Henry Sabin, is already so well and
favorably known that he needs no introduction, no encomium at
my hands. The work falls into safe, competent and experienced
hands. He already has the confidence of Towa educators.

It remains only to say that the relations between him and myself
are and have been those of warm personal friendship and mutual
regard, wholly unmarred by having twice been political opponents.

| CONCLUSION.

It is not the function of an official report either to minify defects
or to magnify the virtues of our sehool organization. Nor is there
. reason to be pessimistic or overflowing with eulogies. The state
n school system has many excellent features. It is not without its
| defects. The schools have done much to give the state a good
141 name, We expect them to do more. While measurably satisfied
g with the present, let us strive for still better results in the future.
'J Let us work for conditions that will make it possible for men to
! follow teaching, even in the country, without discouraging women
b as teachers, since they are equally efficient, but more temporary.
i l Let good teachers be retained in the same school year after year,
b, and poor ones be weeded out altogether. Let every teacher be
j 4. employed for a year at a time—not less-—and we shall have taken
1@t a step forward. Let every school adopt a well balanced course of
study, not hurrying to get through school and yet not overloading
with too many or too heavy studies. Let proper authorities in
rural schools adopt the one sent out by the department, since this
is as far as the department can go in the matter. Let teachers and
county superintendents endeavor to secure its adoption. Then let
there be a more perfect and permanent connection between the
country schools and the high schools, between the latter and the
state university or normal, so that pupils completing the work in
one of the lower may be accepted in the next higher.

The enrollment and attendance as well as school property have
kept pace with the general growth of the state in other respects.
In fact the per cent of attendance on enrollment, as ordinarily
computed, was larger for 1592 than for previous years.

The requirements for state diploma have been made somewhat
more exacting, and the questions for state certificate made more
severe. The work has been still more systematized so that each
member of the state board votes independently and intelligently
on issuing or refusing to issue a certificate or diploma to the re-
spective applicants, without being’called to meet for that purpose.
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VIEWS BY COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.

In the automn of 1893 blanks were sent out to county superin-
tendents asking for certain information, and also asking for sug-
gestions on educational matters to appear in this report over their
own signatares. Only four responded to this invitation. Three
of these are given on the following pages, one being omitted for
the reason that it covered substantially the same ground as one of
those here given, They will be found worthy of perusal:

SOURCES OF SUPPLY OF TEACHERS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS,

E. P FOUG, COUNTY SBUPERINTENDENT, MARSHALL COUNTY.

A careful examination of the answers to preliminary questions made hy
tenchers of Marshsll county for the last year reveals the following condi-
tions: Graduates from the State Normal School, 4; who have attended but

ey not graduated, 20; from the State University, | graduate, 1 under graduate;
| S from the Agriculiural College, 1 graduate, £ under graduntes; !rom. other
] colleges in Towa, 6 graduates, 25 who have not graduated; from outside the
state, 9 graduates of colleges, 21 who have attendad but not geaduated; 62

. graduates: 20 Irom Marshalllown, 16 from State Center, § from Gilman, 2
s from Rhodes; 14 from ontside high schools; 66 who ace not graduates of any
school but have attended some high school It will be noticed from this
showing that very few of our teachers have had any normal training except

: ir portion of these who are tenching were educated in some of the
m z;odh, and while their scholarship is excellent, the fact that they

- came from a graded school and for several years have seen and koown only

- the teaching of the higher classes has tended to unfit them to do the lower
' grade work. For the sake of the conntry schools, if not of the town schools,
~ there is need of carefel training of those who are to teach, so that they shall
~ know how to tesch the primury and intermediate pupils; that they shall
~ und the best methods of dealing with the Immature mind; also in

- s of government and discipline, the same difiiculty exists. It is true
~ that in many cases applicants do not succeed in passing a’satisfactory exami-

that which they bave secared in the county normal institutes; that the
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nation in all of the common school studies. This is frequently due to the
work in higher studies for two or three years which has covered up and
caused forgetfuloess of the common branches: passing over or possibly some
failure or neglect on the part of teacher or pupil in making common schonl
studies clearly and thoroughly understood.

The greatest difficulty with the country school, so far as the teaching is
concerned, is to secure teachers who enjoy teaching little children, and under-
stand how to do It., It Is natural that no one should enjoy that which he
does not understand how to do, and it is quite natural that those who have
€ame out from our high schools and colleges without preparation for deal.
ing with primary work, should frequently say, as they many times do, that
they enjoy tesching older classes better. If we could have some attestion
paid to didactic work in our high schools. and have those, who intend to
teach, prepared for this work, both by study of theory and practice of teach-
ing, nod by going out to country schools where they may see the work as it
actually is, and bring in reports to those competent to eriticize such work,
we would make one step in advance. If our normal institutes conld do less
academic work and devote more time to methods of dealing with elementary
instruction. we wonld be a second stop in advance, and when we can make
it compulsory on the teachers of the state to attend a good normal school,
which shall have as a part of its curricolum, work in training classes for
primary pupils, we shall be many steps in advance. It is almost useless to
«liscuss the matter of progress in teaching in the country schools, or expect
10 better their condition, either in attendance or interest, until we help our
teachers to a broader and better knowledge of what and how to teath in the
first four or five grades of school work. We hope the time will soon come
when some of these reforms shall be made available to the teachers of our
Stala,

In a newly organized district in Marshall county a school was opened
December 1, 1890, with an enrollment of twenty-tive pupils.

The school house was an unplastered, oue-roofed, board shanty, elghteen
feet long and ten feet wide. Its furniture was a few old seats and s broken
stove. once used by avother school in the township, other seats made from
rough boards, and a kitchen chair and table. The black-board was three
unpainted piae boards about five feet long, nailed against the studs at one
end of the room. The school was an experiment. It had beey prodicted
that it would live but a few weeks. If it shonld prove a success, better

- secommodations would be given. It continued through the winter with an

average attendance of nineteen. Before the spring term commenced the
house was enlarged and & roogh desk made. In the fail the house was
pla , and a small part of the wall at oue end painted black for a black-
ard. Six terms were tanght in this building, the seventh was held in a
new school house nicely finished and furnished. Daring the seven terms,
ght by the same teacher, the attendance was good. One term, with an
enrollment of twenty-three, had an average attendance of twenty-one, The
last term there were twenty-eight enrolled. Some of the pupils were from
families where the parents could neither vead nor write, while the children,
boys und girls from ten to thirteen years of age, could not so much as talk
plainly. The pupils were from five to seventeen years of age, many of them

-
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commencing at the very beginning. They were, some of them, slovenly, ill-
mannered, disorderly, addicted to quarreling and fighting, lying and swear-
ing. They are, as a school, quiet, well dressed, well behaved, orderly, and
usunlly polite and attentive to the wants of their teacher. Some were
obliged to stay out of school, at times, to help their parents. Ounly one was
known to have stayed out voluntarily, and he did so one afternoon to pre-
pare for a Christinas entertainment in the evening. 'Those who were able
to attend most regularly made rapid progress in reading, w}‘iliug. ap‘elnug,
arithmetie, geography, pbysiology. language, United States lnstf)ryumfnnry';
and singing. In the latter they are probably excelled by few, if any. in the
county. 'L'his is merely an illustration of results following thorough prep-
aration in normal methods, by a teacher who thoroughly luv.es her work.
‘[he result is a natural one, and can doubtless be duplicated in any county
in onr state. It suggests, even more strongly than argument, the import-
| ance of such training as is urged by this paper.

A HIGHER STANDARD FOR COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.

©. ¢. HODGES, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT, PAGE COUNTY.

le of fowa are progressive. We are proud of her achievements
in f::r‘y'e?il:le‘ Most en‘;nurnging is the fao-t that all her steps are
. ' Jforward. 'The people, not content with victories won, s:uek nev:n t;,one-
= quests, and her progressive wars are always waged against cond tions
l I once necessary but now recognized as not suited to existing intelligence,
conditions which are out of harmony with t.hat ;:rog:::ia; :’piﬂt and purpose
established by more permauent ins ) .
thn;.:::}:e':&::idauce of prog.:esslva intelligence lies in the fact thn:l :ha 1::0;
ple of Towa and educated county su perintendents are both deman rrlng“n;-
a higher standard of qualifications be established for oo':mty supe —
ents. That the old standard shall yield the floor to one in syn;pathyi W
our advanced institutions. Superintendents of graded schoo ; ;;n com-
pelled to qualify themselves for the work. Both expeﬁ_enco and “Mond E
are recognized as essential qualifieations to the man or w.nm:_n '1"1;1.
pﬁncipﬂ of graded schools, bas control of three to twenty teac g. .
js right. The people are protected from _impmit.iqn. But thg_eotz n{; ;ng %
intendent has, in many instances, beer: chosen without regard e

the above named essentials, no question as to his fitness to lead two or three

: . ' appli-
i - teachers, advise them, pass upon their quallﬂmdon!,m!m
::::;.“:nd in many ways bave placed upon him responsibilities he Is in
nowise to discharge. : s 1
mﬁeaﬁ::::n:d publicgi: at work. They have decided that the incompe-
©jent county superintendent has prevailed long enongh, Schools a¥s 1hse
A Selaotory. ‘The ﬁqupla:m_gcinﬁmwpwﬁ a little pearer the foun-
i  «Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and
" Can strength come from weaknesst Can high stundards be

d by low aims, purposes, comprehensions and no comprakenton

L]
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The admitted inefliciency of considerable of the serviee in the past has
made it hazardous to seek legisiation on any question pertaining to the
office, fearing the legislature would abolish the office. The people now
understand that instead of abolishing the oflice they can improve the service
by filling the office with educated, experienced and successful men and
women. The aetivity of the progressive and publie spirited people of lIowa
has made its influence felt in legislative halls.

In 1802, a bill upon this question passed the house; the senate also passed
it with a wise amendment, but the bill, which was a rightecus one, was
reported lost in the kands of the sifting committee. 1t provided for educated
and experienced service in the county superintendency:

A BILL.
House File No. 42,
FOR AN ACT Delining the Qalifieations of County Superintendents of
Schools.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Towa:

SecTiox 1. That hereafter no person shall be eligible to the office of
county superintendent of schools in any county in this state who does not
possess a state certitioate or a life diploma from the state board of uxaininaru,
abiained nnder the provisions of chapter 167, laws of the Nineteenth General
Asgembly; or who has not received the diploma of a university, college, or
high school, approved by the state board of examiners; or who has not had
twenty-seven months' practical experience as a teacher in the public sehools
of lowa; or who has not had two years’ experience in office.

What is wrong aboun that?* The law says to the teacher, you shall
hold a certificate of qualifications. Is there a *“‘divine right” of county
superintendents? Can they trace their boasted exemption to a higher than
human law? What is there in the county superintendent's duties that is not
higher, or so considered popularly, than the duties of teachers? Superin-
tendents urga the * great responsibilities resting upon the teacher,’” *'the
training of immortal minds,” “the destiny of our nation is in your hands,
my fellow teachers,” as a few of the reasons why they should throw around
them legal stendards of qualificalion, and yet when & single legal standard
is sought for those (superintendents) whose work is admittedly higher, who
must ghoulder the responsibilities of the education of live to ten thousand
youths—who must in a thousand ways be connected with the success or fail-
ure of human lives—the unscholarly, incompetent and “divine right®' of
exemplion from every legal qualification superintendent rises up in voluble
protest against what his soul knows to be just and righteous,  Soperintend-
ents also insist that one who tesches year after year on a second grade cer-
tificate should either be made to progress or be **cut off.” They object to
tenchers who show so littls progress. That is right. But while they insist

upon tegchers ndyaneipg themselves to higher standards, if they at the same
lime are vigorously protesting against any and every qualification for them-
selves, they arve guilty of rank inconsistency.

What wonld thinking teachers think of their superintendent making
overy one of them “walk the plank " and all the while erying out against
any legal qualifieations for himself? We say that if* examinations are a

14
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proper means of determining the qualifications of teachers they are equall ¥
effective in determining the qualifications of county superintendents. Dis.
prove that, yow who can,

Another thing in point here. Why do you not hear county superin-
tendents, who are college bred, protesting against the bill in question? Why
do not they see their ‘* divine rights " being endangered? The objections to
this most righteous measure were made by those who are unable to reach
the standard named without first qualifying themselves. That would take
an indefinite amount of work they dislike to undertake. The medicine they
administer with so many wise injunctions, and thrusts without number, at
the ** professional pride " of teachers when administered to themselves, pro-
duces a startling wryness of conntenance and volubleness of protest that
must make them ridieulous in the eyes of every teacher whom they have
ever examined. If it is right and proper that a teacher should be measure
by o fixed standard, in the name of reason say why the same thing is no.
good and reasonable when applied to the county superintendent,

Why should we not have an educational qualification for county super-
intendents? Why should they be exempt from stated qualifications any
more than the teacher? What vpative qualifications have they that hun-
dreds of teachers do not also possess? Are we to presume that all the
dangers of incompetency lie in the teacher, that he must be surrounded hy
legal environments, while the county superintendent goes unchallenged?
1s 1t not reasonable to say to the county superintendent: * You must hold
a state certificate,” when this is only one grade higher than a county super

ience than have the majority of the teachers in the county? Let us have
the same courage, spirit and progressiveness that we profess to admire in
our teachers.

THE TENURE OF OFFICE OF RURAL SCHOOL TEACHERS.

E. P. HOLST, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF BOONE COUNTY.

It is my purpose to show some of the reasons why educational work in
rural schools is not more effective and wholesome, and if possible, to point
out some of the remedies to be applied, _

The statement that the old-time distriet school was, for many ressons,
better than the nesw school of the present time is in some respects, at least,
‘much move rational than it sounds. Whoever would attempt to show that,
during the majestic march of our state through the last quarter of a century,
_m growth of the rural schools in the form of actual progress in means Lo
facilitate education, had kept step with the. other enterprises forming impor-
Mﬁﬁnﬁu in the building up of a great agricultural state, would find sue-

' 'boﬂ:ow at the school lagged far behind the growth of the com-

intendent can issue? Does not the progress of our schools demand that our
county shall be led by persons who have more edueation and broader exper-

‘iﬁi mum difficult. In almost every instance he would find abundance
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There are many communities in which the people possess magnificont
hemes and are surrounded by all the luxuries and conveniences of rural life,
while the little school honse remains unpainted, the yard unfenced, and
neither flower nor tree planted to beantify the grounds and cheer the chil-
dren in their struggle for knowledge. In the school room we find little
needed apparatus to aid the teacher in his daily work. Yet [owa may well
feel prond of her 18,000 rural schoois. In them we are making American
citizens with the proper nerve and sinew, and to them we must give our
hard, persistent efforts. It is only s question as to how to secure better
results than at present.

In rural school distriets an opinion prevails that teachers have no prop-
erty interest whatever in their position. They are employed for one term,
ani then make room for some one else. The school is but fairly organized,
when the téacher turns the work over to a successor. I[n muny of the dis-
tricts three teachers are employed in a single year, each to teach a term of
two or three months. Io village and olty schools the unstability of the teach-
er's position is frequuntly surprising, but clumguu do not ocenr as often as
in rural districts; while in tae city and county superintendency the work is
but fairly begun when a voice is heard: *“It's time for a change!" + No
third term!’ “If the office is good for the incumbaent, it is also good for
gome one else!” When election day comes the guillotine of pablie opinion
in favor of rotation in office is applied, and an inexperienced man placed in
charge.

Now that the tenure of oflice of school directors is made Lo extend toa
period of three years, it behooves the friends of good schonls to cultivate a
healthy public sentiment in favor of continuing a wide awake teacher or
superintendent, one who is securing the best results possible under existing
circumstances, in his sphere of labor, fer a longer period than is ususlly
accorded him. On referring to the [own school report for 1802, ivis learned
that 16,445 schools were supporied and 27,258 teachers employed in them;
thus showing that on an aversge nearly every school in the state expericnced
@ change of teachers during the year. The changes with few exceptions,
however, occurred in rural distriets, -

Below is given a table showing some valuable points of difference bafween
the tenure of oﬁce in rural and graded schools of Boone county the puast
ten years:
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' and opportunity is certainly here when the errors of the past should be held

and on enumeration, 47 9.

teacher two or more terms. These schools made the best showing in the
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Above we have shown the condition of continual shifting of teachers from
school to school in one of the best counties of Towa, a county where five and
a half thousand children are enumerated in rural districts. Ought we to
continue another decade having two or three short terms of school each
year, involving an hundred and thirty-five changes of teachers annually?
This is substantially the condition in every county of the state. The time

up before the people that they may take warning aund profit thereby.

There are, however, a number of schools in Boone county that have
escaped the guillotine of those who crave a change in adminisiration and,
consequently show very high rank in results, Belowis given the record
of C. W. Johnson, who taught three years consecutively in sub-distriet
No. 7, Jackson township, but who, like most progressive school masters,
appreciated an increase in salary, and now fills the office of principal at
Exira:

SUHOOL YEARS.

tendance on
enrollment,
avtending the
Co. institate.
ulary of teach-
ers per month

tendance,
No. of puplls

Per cent of at-

Per cent on
%S3:3 epumeration,

kaw

Average at-
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The above record of attendance is better than that made by any city
school of the state in 1892, That it was brought about by the conseeutive
gervices of the teacher is evidenced by the large enrollment, as compared
with the enumeration, and also by the attendance at the sc¢hool after Mr.
Johnson's departure. Since then every term brought a new teacher. At
the end of the year the secretary reports the enumeration at 48, enroll-
ment, 35, average attendance, 23. The per cent on enrollment being 65.7,

Following is given the record of seven schools after having the same

county for 1892: -
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The record of the seven city schools making the best showing in 1892, as
contained in the State School Report, is here given as a matter for con.
venient comparison :

1
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Avernge ntendance. . . ..., ...oocicieaaraina] T2 065 G4 ol 610l 658 1,014
Per cent of aitendnance on entollment.. ..... %54 W0l 844 Sael SLA] E2oel S04
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Average oost of tuition per moenth., ......... 8 10408 Ladls 1718 10218 1,0218 LT0I8 1.28

These tables show that good teachers are able to do as mach by consecu -
tive efforts in country as in city schools. However, comparatively few of
the rural schools make as high a record as they ought, owing to the lack of
permunency in the teacher's office. The progress of the school generally
also depends upon the same cause. The average cost of tuition per pupil is
always in favor of city schools, owing to large enrollments in proportion to
the number of teachers employed.

As a remedy that will do much toward eradicating existing evils it may
be suggested that every district should have from seven to nine months
sehioo], beginning in the fafl and continuing through the winter, with a short
vacation during holidays. 'The teacher should be employed for the year and
continued in the school s long as fitness and willingness is shown to do
thorough, competent and conscientious work. "School boards should visit
the sehools and demand satisfactory results, and naturally give more atten-
tion to the selection and employment of teschers.

Many directors too often act as if persons of inferior qualifications were
good enough for ‘eountry school teachers. It is frequently not nscertained
whether the applicavt has had experience in teaching, or the class of certifi-
eate he holds shows him 1o be qualified to manage successfully the particular
school for which he applies. It naturally follows that a large number of
the schools are filled by those who arve not and do not intend to become
teachers by profession. Their chief interest lies in some other line of work;
and they resort to tesching for the time befng us & means of partinl sup-
port. How to provide the country schools with a sufficient body of profes-
sionally trained teachers—able persons who have adopted teaching as a life-
work—and make their tenure of office secure and stable, with a respectable
yearly salary, is oue of the school problems that demands earnest and eare-
ful study,

There should be a general change in favor of public edueation, without
which very little material progress oan be made in rural districts. School
work lags wherever an earnest and aggressive spirit does not move the
people to sccomplish all that is possible in secaring adequate facilities and
competent, teachers, commensurate with the work in their particular
schools, It is the experience of the writer that a rural school cannot be
raised much above the demands of the community.





