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TRUSTEES' REPORI1.

To his Excellency, Horack Bores, Governor of Towa.

The Trustees of the Soldiers' Orphans' Home and Home for Indi-
gent Children, submit this their report for the biennial period ending
June 30, 1893:

Since making our lnt report, Mrs. 8. L. T. Hatchinson was com-
pelled to resign on account of ill health, and Mrs. M. J. Ketcham was
elected to fill the the vacancy for the unexpired term,

A change in the management also took place by the resignation of
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Bowman, who held the positions of superintend-
ent and matron.

Their resignations were accepted on August 1, 1893, and Dr. W, E,
Whitney was appointed to the position of superintendent, and Mrs,
E. 8. Free was given the place of matron. There have been very few
changes in our force of employes during the past two years, and it is
a pleasure to this board to speak in high praise of the work being
done and the loyalty and interest manifested by our employes in all
the different departments. In commenting on the result of the work
of the past two years, there has been little to note different from other
years. Applications for the admission of children have been greater,
bat an effort has been made to discourage sending children to us who
are arriving at an age when they could care for themselves. This
effort has resulted in making the average age of the children much
less than in past years.
~ The health of the children has been excellent, and had it not been
for hereditary troubles and the puny condition of some of the chil-
dren sent us, our hospital would have been closed quite a part of the
time. We have had no epidemic or contagious diseases the past two
ears.

4 We wish to especially notice the good care taken of the State prop-
erty, which has now a value of upwards of $150,000.00. The small
acreage of land owned by the State has been farmed to good advan-
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4 SOLDIERS' ORPHANS' HOME, [Bs

it | tage,and has been made to produce large quantities of small fruit and
' i vegetables, which otherwise would have been purchased at consid-
[ [-5 ! , / erable cost.

Uit

THE HOSPITAL,

We regret to say that since our Jast report we have suffered an irre-
parable loss in the death of Dr, W. F. Peck, the medical officer of the
Home. This distinguished surgeon was of incalenlable value to the
Home, from his skill in the practice of his profession and in his wide

terms of the present surgeon, Dr. Allen, when we say that heisa
worthy successor to Dr. Peck. Under Dr. Allen’s care the Home has
been remarkably free from disease. We have had no epidemics, and no
contagious or contaminating diseases have been allowed to gain a foot-
hold. Thisindicates great care in the mediea! officer, when we consider
that children are frequently admitted who are filled with congenital or
acquired disease. Constant watchfulness is practiced to keep all dis-
eased children from the healthy ones. The hospital is first class in
all its appointments, and is in charge of a trained nurse who receives
her orders direct from the physician.

MANAGEMENT OF THE HOME.

The board of trustees have not deemed it necessary to make any
changes in the method of conducting the Home, as the results have
been uniformly satisfactory. These good results have been so marked
that we have watched with concern the agitation of the question of
the legislature adopting measures arbitrarily placing the children in
homes, without considering the wishes of the parents or guardians,
The enactment of such a meusure will revolutionize the workings of
the institution, and this question, to our minds, is one of serious mo-
ment and requires the most careful consideration. The present laws
governing the institation provides that permission must be granted
L by parents or guardians before the board can place the inmates of the
S ‘Home cut in the homes of private persons. The trustees have studied
: this mabter diligently and considered it in all its phases, keeping in
view the best interests of the State, the welfare of the children and
the wishes of the parents or guardians. Any law that will take chil-
d;%n from the custody of pareats or guardians is of doubtful pro-
prie ot absolutely wrong. Such a law would treat poverty as
@ crime, by depriving parents of the control of their
nalty, and is out of harmony with the generous spirit
vays been manifested by the people of Iowa towards our

knowledge of sanitary science. We feel that we speak in the highest
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Under the present system, about 115 children are admitted into
the Home annually by the full consent of parents or guardians.

Indigent children are admitted on petition of the supervisors of
counties and by order of the court, without cost for their committal.

About the same number are placed in good homes. Our average
attendance is ahout 400 and as admissions and dismissals number
about 115 annually, the average time spent by children at the Home
wonld be less than three and a half years, which is none too long to
prepare and make acceptable children for a class of homes where
they would be reared in a way to become good citizens. .Many of
the parents watch the treatment of these children with anxious care,
and we deem it unnecessarily inhuman to deprive these parents of the
natural right to have some control over the welfare of their children.
The humane feature of the question should be constantly kept in
view, and the inherent rights and feelings of the parents and children
should not be disregarded Ly the State. To model this benevolent
institution after the penal plan, would be an innovation which no
State can well afford to make.

CARE OF THE CHILDREN.

It has been the aim of the management to practice economy in
every detail, but to furnish the children with an abundance of gooai,
clean, wholesome, and nourishing food, as we believe that their
future uvsefulness depends largely on the d_evelopment of good,
strong, healthy bodies. They are furnished with strong, well made,
comfortable clothing. Personal cleanliness, and orderly methods are
insisted upon, and the Home in all parts is a model of neatness. :l‘he
management is deeply impressed with the serio}:meas o.t its obliga-
tions as regards the moral, mental, and physical training of the
children and the high grade of propriety and goo‘d conduet apparent
among the children, the strong and robust bodies of the large major-
if.y of the inmates, and the success nttained by many of the graduatu
of the institution, attest the wisdom of the methods now in vogue.
It must not be supposed that the children lead a cold and chwlga;
life by any means, as every effort is put forth to furnish them vnt.d
all proper kinds of childhood amusements, and the warm love an
almost parental affection which exists between the cottage mntro:;
and her little brood of children, which is observed by all visitors an
officers, clearly indicates that cheerfulness anfl contentment reigns in
the many happy little homes. We feel convinced that the graduates
of the lowa Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home will not }ook back to the life in
that institution as Smike looked back to his life at Dotheboys Hall.

T T
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It is the established policy of the institution to find comfortable
homes for such children as are fitted to be sent out. As long as the
children remain under our care we have little fear for their progress,
But it is a serious thing to send a friendless child out into the world
among strangers, without something to assure us that they will be
treated with kindness and with care. Too frequently we receive
applications for children from persons who seem to think that these
anfortunate little ones deserve no better fate than many long, weary
years of drudgery —slaving for a favored class. We must earnestly
ask a larger contingent fund than formerly to enable us to send a
competent person to investigate the probable treatment and surround-
ings of a child when placed in its new home, It is almost impossible
to ascertain the necessary information in any other way, We [eel
that this plan of careful personal investigation, is not only a duty
due the children, but is a matter of economy, as we believe that many
more children could be placed in homes, under this plan, than any
other, The rule is, that when one child finds a home in any locality
other applications for children follow. With a contingent fund suffi-
cient to enable us to employ a suitable agent we feel that many children
could be placed in localities from which no one now ever thinks of
sending to us an application.

This institution has been in operation thirty years, during which time
over four thonsand children have been admitted to the Home, They
have come from homes of the broken down old soldiers, from the
unfortunate but worthy poor families, and from the homes of crime.
The latter class generally came in a wretched condition, both morally
and physically. These children have all been subjected to a discipline
and course of training in the hands of trusted and conscientions
workers, such as would eliminate the vicious traits of character and
prepare them for good citizenship.

Nearly four thousand of them have gone out into the State equip-
ped with a good education, in good physical coundition, and imbued
with the importance of having habits of sobriety and industry. Our
boys have taken rank with the best men of the State and are found in
the different professions and in places of responsibility and trust, and
our girls have made as creditable a record as the boys, The constant
good reports that come to us from the wards of the State that have
gone out from this Home, incourage us to feel that our institution is
both practical and profitable to the State in turning this class of
children from their former surroundings and influences, and in helping
them to become sober, industrious citizens, thereby turning the enrrent
of pauperism that can be traced in some families for generations.
Realizing as only those can who are familiar with the work of our
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institution and knowing the good work it is doing, we beg to present
vou the urgent needs of the Home, and shall hope for your approval

of the same.
COTTAGES,

In the cottages first built the dormitories are very small and 'with-
out proper ventilation. The health and comfort of the rllnldreu
demands more commodions quarters and better arrungvme:fls in some
of the buildings. Many of the roofs of llwfu- cottages will have to
be repaired within the coming biennial period. lfl # namber of the
cottages we can ab comparatively small expense raise .”.m roofs one-
half story, and thus obtain all the room necessary, giving us large,
well ventilated dormitories. We must elmphasize the importance of
slate roofs on these buildings, as they are erowded tngethor: almost as
closely as the houses in a great city, and should a fire st_art in any one
it wn;:hl be almost impossible to prevent it from spreading to all the
rest. For the reconstruction and mp:liringlnf- the mtts{;f.q and for
putting on slate roofs we ask for an appropriation of £11,500.00,

HEATING,

Our present heating arrangement is incomplete and nxpefmi‘\re and
not satisfactory. Seven of the cottages and the school building are
heated by stoves, We ask for an uppropriation of $4,000.00 to make
such changes and additions as are necessary to complete a proper
system of heating.

3 FURNITURE.

Mach of the furniture about the Home is old t.tl.llll.l worn out, and
must be replaced by new. We ask for an appropriation of $1,000,00
to enable us to make the necessary purchuses,

LIBRARY,

The library is one of the most important adjuncts of the Home,
To many of the children it is a eonstant source of plmm:e. and us no
books ure admitted into the library except those of the highest order,
we feel that this department is of inealcalable value to the Hl?me. A
committee from the board has given the library special nttenu.an. and
has made a list of new books, which will be necessury to bring our
library up to the proper standard and to ,naet the demands upon 1t;
and for this purpose we ask an appropriation of $500.00,

CONTINGENT FUND,

Our contingent fand has been drawn on largely in !he past for the
investigation of the character of persons making upplication for chil-
dren; and, as referred to above, we consider this matter of supreme
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mnportance for the welfare of the children, and we ask a liberal appro-
priation for the same. From this fund we also draw for repairs, and
we ask for an appropriation of not less than $4,500.00.

INDUSTRIAL BUILDING.

The board of trustees believes that part of the education of the
boys entrusted to our care is to furnish them with such knowledge as
will enable them to make their way through life after they have left
the institution. We do not feel that we should be faithful to our
trust should we graduate a number of boys with simply a common
school edneation and with no knowledge of the arts of life. While
many of the graduates of this institution have entered the learned
professions, and some have met with very gratifying success, many
others, not endowed with the same ability, enter the vast army of
laborers. It is surely placing our children at a disadvantage to deny
them, during the years of development, a chance to learn, at least,
the rudiments of industrial arts. Many of our boys possess fine
mechanieal abilities, which abilities, we think, should be fostered and
developed, and we feel that there is great propriety in asking for an
appropriation of $5,000.00 for the purpose of erecting an industrial
building for the purposes mentioned.

CONBERVATORY.

Gardening is one of the chief industries at the Home during the
spring and summer months. 1t furnishes healthful and remunerative
exercise. Healthful for the children, and remunerative to the State.
We have long felt the need of a conservatory to facilitate the ger-
minating of plants early in the spring, and to assist us in a thousand
ways in gardening. A small conservatory conld be made an object of
beauty during the entire year, furnishing the cottages with flowers
during the winter months, and giving to the girls an agreeable
employment in caring for the plants. We wonld respectfully ask
for an appropriation of $3,000.00 for the building of a conservatory.

LAND IMPORTANT.

More land is needed for pasturage and farming purposes. At the
present time there is in connection with the Home but 56 acres of
land, and we have been obliged to rent from five different parties to
furnish pasturage for cows, and for the purpose of raising vegetables
for supplies. These lands are at various distances from the Home, and
there is always an element of uncertainty in renting lands from year
to year. We think it is almost an absolute necessity, that an appro-
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priation be made to purchase the necessary amount of land. and there-
fore we earnestly ask that the sam of $5,000.00 be appropriated for
this purpose.

LIGHTING.

Our means of lighting the different buildings of the institution
remains the same as it has been for years past.  We use nothing but
oil lamps. The appropriation asked for of the last legislature was cut
down so low that we were able to purchase but part of the machinery
necessary for lighting with electricity. The least possible amount
which will enable us to complete the electric plant now partly finished
will be $2,500.00. We ask for an appropriation of such an amount
for this purpose.

The needs of the Home have been carefully estimated and we
respectfully ask for special appropriations as follows:

To purchase additlonal land. . B S g e S A o R e
For remodellng and rn:aulrlnxmn:gw o P i T T Do IO, oy it 6
FOr iR LnAnsitia) DRIIAINE. oo v s cinsnsnory snionss (oeishaniasionsidn déniiveanosney 5,000,00
BOR RS ODEPATTALOEY . ors o tissanonbaoiannelson nh sinshasissotshsnaardis Laine saevi 3,000.00
For furniture.. 3 T v r Ty THR P O, 5 i 1,000,00
For contingent undmpnirmud 4,500.0
For library. . 00,00
Fureornplatlngheat.lnxsppn.rutus ......... L A bW M NS o e T 4.000.00
For completing electrlo Lght pIant.. ....cooimveiiormmmnsnrsiosssnsnsissins sssh zwooo

BOVTDIE -« ix. .55 s sHURPRINS aiibs b o PO aiiae £b s bE Ry pb oy T e MCIVEVESY Vs hy 8 | H.ON.N

We very reapectfully present this, our fourteenth biennial report,
for your consideration.

A. P. Do, Mary J. Keromas,
President. Secretary.
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.

To the Honorable Board of Trustees:

I herewith submit report of the Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home, and
Home for Indigent Children, for the period extending from July 1,
1891, to Juue 30, 1893,

As these reports are read by many who are acquainted with the in-
stitution, it seems proper to give a brief sketch of its history.

HISTORY.

During the first years of the war, the grounds on which onr present
buildings are erected, were owned by the general government and used
as a recruiting station, named Camp Kinsman, The Home was first
organized December 1, 1863, as a private charitable institution, the
object of which was to provide a home for soldiers’ orphans. It was
located at Farmington, and opened for the reception of children July
14, 1864. Another was opened at Glenwood July 4, 1865.

At the close of the war the Iowa Soldiers' Orphan Association
leased the grounds and buildings at Camp Kinsman, and moved the
children from Farmington to Davenport November 15, 1865. Dauring
the following session of Congress a joint resolution was introduced
donating the land, buildings and other property to the association for

“asoldiers’ orphans' home. The bill became a law January 22, 1866,
June 9th the same year the association conveyed the property into
the hands of a hoard of trustees, appointed by the legislature, and
the asylum became a State institution under the name of the Iowa
Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home. January 30, 1875, the branch established
at (Glenwood was moved to Davenport. The one at Cedar Falls was
transferred to the same place January 1st of the following year.
Thug the three institutions were united at Camp Kinsman, near
Davenport. In the spring of 1876, the Sixteenth General Assembly
of the State of Towa amended the law regulating the admission of
children to the home, making any dependent child of the State, men-
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tally and phisieally sound, eligible to the institution on the same terms
and conditions as soldiers’ orphans, The name was also changed to
its present one. The property transferred to the State by the
Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home Society, consisted principally of thirty three
acres of land and several wooden buildings that had been used as bar-
racks for soldiers. Since then, twenty-four acres of land have been
added to the farm, the old wooden buildings have given way to more
modern brick struoetures, and new ones added as needed, until now we
have eighteen cottages, with capacity to accommodate on an average
twenty-five children each, a school-house with seating room for five
hundred pupils, a large two story hospital, a laundry and engine house,
and a barn with a storage capacity for one hundred tous of hay. and
stable room for twenty-five cows, six horses, leaving space for carri-
ages, vehicles and farming implements.

In this sketeh of the institution should be mentioned the disastrous
fire of November, 1887, cansed by lightning, that entirely destroyed
the main or administration building, recently replaced by a structure,
which, though not so imposing as some of our State edifices, is most
admirably adapted to the purpose for which it is intended.

METHOD OF WORK.

The institution is conducted on what is known as the cottage plan.
The buildings are located in the central portion of the farm and form
three sides of a hollow square facing the east. Kach cottage is
equipped with most of the modern conveniences and facilities. It is
intended to make each cottage a miniature home, where all the sur-
roundings and associations approximate as nearly as possible to the
true ideal. For this purpose every cottage is under the care of a
Christian lady, whose business it is to see to the moral training of the
children, and look carefully after their behavior and personal welfare.

- It is her daty to see they are neatly and suitably clothed, regularly

bathed, and liberally supplied with wholesome food, The preparing
and serving of meals for the entire institution is done in the main
building.

SOHOOLS,

The school year cousists of ten months graded work, beginning
with the kindergarten and closing with the ninth grade studies.
Only experienced teachers are employed, and our school work rank‘s
with the best in the State. The study of vocal music is a very promi-
nent feature. Pupils who complete the course of study and receive
diplomas are admitted to any of the high schools of the State with-
out examination.
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The course of study is the same as that pursued in the city schools
of Davenport,

INDUSTRIES.

Attention is given to industrial training as far as our means and
facilities will permit. The principal employment of the boys is farm-
ing, gardening, caring for the stock, and small fruit raised. They are
also required to assist in the care of their cottages. Some of the
larger ones are employed in the laundry, bakery, engine room, and
carpenter shop. The work of the girls is chiefly sewing, kitchen,
laundry, faney and general housework. The aim is to have a system
of rotation of details for the different departments so that each child
will have a knowledge of the various kinds of work before leaving
the institution. Within the last few weeks a new feature of work
has been introduced, viz.: a cooking school for the girls under the
direction of a competent woman. The girls are manifesting great
interest in the enterprise, which is very gratifying to us and will no
doubt be of great nse to them.

RECREATIONS AND AMUSEMENTS,

The children are liberally supplied with everything in the line of
recreation and amusements. The holidays are observed here the same
as elsewhere, or nearly the same as the environments of institutional
life will permit. A few days previous to last Christmas a cireular
letter was sent to the friends of the Home throughout the State, and
to those having children here, asking them to aid us in making the
holiday time a success. The letter met with a more generous response
than we had expected. Over $50 in money were received, and more
than $200 worth of presents, so that every childish heart was made
glad by a Christmas present. .

Balls and bats, footballs, swings, teeter-boards, croquet and other
customary playthings incidental to childhood are furnished and a
daily play time is allowed to each child. In this connection acknowl-
edgment should be made of the children having been frequently
invited to matinees and sociul entertainments by the good people of
Davenport. Through the kindness of Capt. W. A. Blair the children
were given an excursion down the Mississippi to Linwood last year,
and are looking forward to another trip this summer, having lately
received an invitation from the captain.

READING MATTER,

We have a library consisting of several hundred volumes selected
with a view to the instruction and entertainment of children. In addi-
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tion to this every cottage is supplied with newspapers and periodicals.
Before leaving this subject we wish to acknowledge our indebt.ednfm
to the publishers who have so kindly favored us with their publica-
tions gratis.

HEALTH OF INMATES.

The health of the children has been gnod. We have been remark-
ably free from contagions diseases except scalp ringworm, which has
been very stubborn in yielding to treatment. We are glad to say
that Dr. Allen has the disease under control now. During the last
biennial period oaly eight deaths have occurred. The average attend-
ance being over four hundred makes the rate of mt_:rtahty less t!mn
one per cent, which, considering the ages, the inherited and acquired
tendeycies of many of our inmates, is a very low rate. For further
particuh-trs we refer you to the physician’s report.

REPRESENTATION BY COUNTIES,
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ADMISSIONS AND DISMISSALS OF CHILDREN.
June 30, 1891, to June 30, 1893.

No. present June 30, 1891 —
AN IR v s v 573 sy endesverses absssenannos massnas foussiusyassrasie
Boldlers  ohildren. .. ..ooore cons seser npesniis 4 sasacieiiissiisiiacana,
Male ... ......cx o s b R AR e ATy bR sh AR B T e Y
Femnle . Sk BUE Bol e e n e P e e s KA Nk

No. admitted during hisnnial parlad-—
County oDIIAPOB. .voveir sociiorsiprases o shassdnuibapsaives isbaisaanay
OICLORS" SIATIEEE vos 5 b s o hasrasrsss taabssalssropansprononiasioshssiy iy’
T e R e =R e L e R e e
T R e e e U A ey A RS R PR P e S e s

No. diamisscd during biennial period—
County children........ ... P P PR e Ry R PR s S
Soldlers' chilAren . ... cccovivs sonseesnes T A R W e A SR 0

li"em:lcs O B e G S P BRI L) T O e e DA S Sy TV

No, died during h(mnmum'tml—
County children..
Soldlers' uhlldreu R AP S TG AR OO, e 13 BT L:

No, presont June 50, 1895 — ‘
Oounty chilaren. ......occcivmiiicnne as R e A Ry e i e
T A R e e U BT b P b e e
s P e O ST € S g A R e

Atverage monthly attendanee—
LNMOLY DBRANIN. - ooty ke naniy ey Coi e e
i Tl AR A AR e s Y ey

18 cottagen, WIth TUPIIBOTR. . .. vveene v eenescisre vasnenssceness

1 hospital, with furniture.. e L L T O S e R St e
1 ndministration bullding, wlth ('arultnra B e v 6T i
1 sohool bullding, with furalture................ .

1 engloe and l.ululr, buﬂdlll‘. with fura.it.m....
1 M., S an I T ea 'S
1 QMM.... R St i s

tm ST thibsoe. RIS
. mumnnduﬂlntnoh........ P

ssaamanaasa s

ssba sspinnw

SAspesssseen e

Males .. Wacstra EANNTS VR R b e We e Wd e AN b d RSP i RS AT T

2 cottages, with furnlbure., .. cocoveuererasnensnns. Weacs Py 2 Ty RO R S

| B5

g

188— 400

7
g

P
g

28— 43

164~ 413

57 acres of land....., .... P oeeRiierisdvsnn st sascsaenannnas nevas ey wsanarsvsssB 11,400 00

. 3 ot e
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CASH STATEMENT,
Cash Receipts from July I, 1891, to July 1, 1893.

Support fund, balance Jaly 1, 1801 . .« e coviersciesanas A AR AR L 027,96
Library fund, balance July 1, 1801. ... .. 16.17
Fencing and grading fund, balance Julyl lml -8 L0IRAS

CASH RECOELVED FROM TREABURER.

Support fund....... e o AU o - 4
Repair and oominleul. fuud ........... [, = gy | gy LA 3,800,01
Water supply fund.. T e e e 192.50
Completing general hul!dinx tund S WA RS 1,285,156
Connecting water malins, bath bubs em B Ay e e L 480,27
AR TR COBE - . o« ovhsidiatnniincnin dashs svisanssnrrindidbeonk as 420,67
BRI TR i ciia Lvud e s e s S AR S Ve 2 457.20
ORI B s & i ntian vy, o seasssin aad Wathesap s wh s ersiiog 1. 58000
Addition o Inundry tund...; ... cconsrarinsnras inpavsyie vevarenan 2,500,00
Live stogk and sundrles sold .......... 000.20—8 100,782,452

Total ... ... L ey R g, Tl T
DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS JULY 1, 1801, To JULny 1, 1863,

.8 80,202.11
74,02

Support fund.......... TRy AT AR e A R KA AR
Fenclng and grading tuud
Fornivare fund....... I, S i e 1,380.00
Completing ueutnl bulldlnl fund............,‘... 1,285.15

Water supply fund... ST P SRR o S S AR = 192.70

T T s L= N RO SR Ty S 453.46

LU T Y T e S S 2,500,00

IR R L o o S5 i o e v o W A o) oo i St ains 330,61

Connecting water malm.bnh t.ulm. B i 486,27

Repalr and contlngent TUnd .. cicciiaiiiriorons sivsrmavsoinssis #,860,01—8 (0,820, 42

BALANCE CABH ONF HAND JULY 1, 180

Support fund balance..... s sEEERas s odisasinesiasy sipnnvan < brmv ol T OTEN
Wator sato Tund DAIMTIOR. <o 0. yiver soenerorsonsirsnta v nasnarnvin KL 16—8 I.Ml.ln

LOERE 1r - vy emaprsmentasmedsonrsbsionmenn, §wnnauevei e it sananissy . m.m.u

S S L S A T B

CLASSIFIED LIST.
July ¢, 18891, to July 1, 1893,
TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR BIENNIAL PERIOD,

FOP DYOUAEUTTE oo vvuiaremsrensin iarassasiiss "
For frults and vegetables. ... o T s AR e Ye e
R O R B BT RII 5 ¢ Ko s &5 ok i 2 o sh e 0 waa se i

Forsogarand syrap... . oo, .. A L R T U "
B R BT S 7 T d N e vin s b kbl wa Frbv sadr s R LT T P L R T o

U'm-mmu:aapnm................
For medicinal supplies.......... ......
md”m.“‘ﬂmuu b e sas FHdy san

l!'orl.ihut;uuldlurl!ons el it ek Mo st o n S nesm 0P N oo sabosonnanss avon
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GENERAL REMARKS.

Our method of working is very satisfactory in its results, considering
our limited means and facilities. Since the State assumed control of
the institution, June 9, 1865, nearly four thousand children have
enjoyed the comforts, eduecation and training of the Home. Upw‘ards
of three thousand six hundred of them are out in the world: over
ninety-five per cent of them are leading honest and upright lives.
From what is known of the nnecestry and natural inciinations of many
of the inmates, it is safe to say that a large per cent would have
become eriminals to be supported in institutions for that class had
they not had the discipline and influence of our institution.

NEEDS OF HOME,

I would suggest to your board of trustees that the next legislature
be asked to make sufficient appropriations for the following additions
and improvements, which I deem necessary:

More land is needed. Allowing for buildings, lawns, play grounds,
etc,, there are but thirty acres of available land for cultivation. This
year we have sueceeded in renting about eighty acres in five detached
pieces from ns many different owners. As the city continues to grow
in the direction of the Home, it will be more difficult to rent land, and
will require a greater amount of money to purchase it than if secured
in the pear future. We also need an indostrial building where at
least the rudiments of trades can be taught.

This building should contain a domestic department where the
girls ean receive instrnction in that line of work. ‘A change or im-

| - provement is needed in our steam heating apparatus. As you are

are, our steam plant has been very expensive and unsatisfactory.

‘the last biennial period the amount paid for fuel was

3.248.20 per annum, considerably more than it cost the

y or the city schools of Davenport. It is evident that
t be radically .
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Your attention is respectfully called to the matter of ventilation of
cottages. After careful investigation Dr. Allen estimates that the
air in the children’s living rooms becomes so charged with carbonie
acid gas as to render it harmful, and even dangerous in about six
minutes and in the dormitories in thirteen minutes. For many
obvious reasous the dormitories should be on the second floor instead
of the first where they are mainly at present.

The dormitories on the first floor are much needed for other pur-
poses. An appropriation is necessary to raise the cottages another
half story and at the same time put in ventilating shafts.

It is unnecesary to more than call your attention to the electrie
plant.

A greenhouse is a very urgent necessity, Had we a greenhouse we
would be able to start our early vegetables at least six weeks earlier
and furnish our children with the supply of food mueh earlier, and
at much less expense we could beautify our grounds with plants from
our own greenhouse. In addition to this, it would furuish a pleasant
und useful employment toa number of the boys. A generous contin-
gent und repair fund should be asked for, us you know our buildings
are getting older and require more repairing each year. We have been
drawing quite largely from the contingent fund in finding homes for
the children. 'This is one of the most important features of our
work, and ought to be provided for. At least $1,000 should be Appro-
priated for purchasing books and to replenish the library.

ULOSING REMARKS,

The first of last August 1 assumed charge of the institution upon
Yyour invitation, with Mrs. E. S. Free us matron, to succeed Prof. J.
R. Bowman and wife, by whom we were most generously treated.
We found as loyal and efficient corps of workers ns were ever called
together, and evidences everywhere of careful, thorough management,
Consequently, but very few changes have been made. The work has
simply been pressed furward along the line hitherto pursued,

In conelusion I wish to express my gratitude to the citizens of
Davenport for their courteous treatment, also to the employes of the
Howme for their loyalty and faithful discharge of duty, and to the
Board of Trustees for your wise counsel and patient forbearance. |
desire to acknowledge my appreciation of the freedom you have
allowed me in exereisin my own individuality, and your hearty
endorsement of my efforts.

Very respectfully submitted,
W. E. Warrsey,
Swuperintendent,
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PHYSICIAN'S REPORT.

To the Honorable Bourd of Trustees of the lowa Soldiers’ Orphans'
Home and Home for Indigent Children:

During the year ending June 30, 1893, the health of the children
has been excellent. We have had no cases of measles, scarlet fever or
diphtheria. There have been two deaths from consumption and one
from tubercular meningitis.

From October until May we suffered from a severe and obstinate
attack of ringworm (finea tonsoram), there being ninety cases, all
among the boys; at the same time we had two outhreaks of scabbies;
of the latter there were sixteen cases which were easily eradicated.
These diseases could be mueh better handled were the cottages sup-
plied with bath rooms. Daring the extreme cold weather last winter
we had one hundred and twenty cases of pharyngitis and bronchitis,
and two cases of pleurisy, all among the small children, and due
enfirely to the inadequate means of heating and ventilating the sleep-
ing rooms. We have five chronic cases requiring almost daily abten-
tion in the hospital, two being of spinal causes, two of hip joint dis-
ease and one epileptic. We have, I regret to state, several cases of
incipient phthisis among the older girls. If it is impossible to isolate
completely such cases, they should at least be given separate sleeping
rooms in consideration of the safety of others.

In regard to the food used at the home, [ have only to state that
the character, variety, and cooking of the same, have been so uni-
formly excellent that there has not been a case of indigestion requir-
ing treatment.

Respectfully,
: Menicar OFFIOER.
Davenport, June 30, 1893,
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TREASURER'S REPORT.

To the Board of Trustees of the Towa Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home and
Jow Indigent Children:

In accordance with law, 1 herewith submit the biennial report of
the receipts and disbursements of the Home, from July 1, 1891, to
June 30, 1893, inclusive:

J. G. BRows, Treasurer, in account with the State of Iowa:
SUPPORT FUND.

DEBIT.
Fuly 1, 1800, 10 DAIANOO TABE POPORE .. .. oruevris v birengrsnsirrearonssny vaohasanes f S
To warrants from Auditor of Btate on nceount of soldlers' orphuns........... 48,960, 44
To warrants from Auditor of 8tate on account of county childeen. ... ... 40,058.48
To amount from sale of live stook and sundry recelpts, ... oo 1,000, 44
S e T RS ER SOOI § T
CREDIT,
By warrants for supplies and other eXpenses., .. ....oooee e vins coeieo 8 B0,200.00
e R e T o /P o Ty LT 1,570.00
S e AN REE e R P RN Ry ) AL W G R % 0110080
COMPLETING MAIN CENTRAL BUILDING FUND,
DRBIT. . .
o warrants From AUAItor oF BUb® . .. .vcocvviis con o srnnsririns coe cap vieee§ 1,288,30
CREDIT.
BY WRPEREE .. ooy ey osdbaatl s ansnaan ssnisn wivionss waienvinban navsisnas wenas®  RiR80, 10
ENLARGING LAUNDRY AND BOILER ROOM EUND.
OEBIT,
Mo warrant trom AuCIor 0F BUate. .. «ocooeieviiriians caranien s o e 2800,00
CREDIT,
CONTINGENT AND REPAIR FUND,
DEBLT.

To warrants from Auditor 0F SERLE.. .. o sreries sonanieine o v § o 3,500,010

CREDIT,
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FURNITURE AND STEAM HEATING FUND.

GEMT,
To warrants from Auditor of SIa8......ccooe covrns ror sresminas o seieigee o ®
CREDIT,
LIBRARY FUND.
DEBIT.
To balance from last report (1417 and warrants from Auditor of Siate,... § 453,40
CREDIT,
PERPAE B, DY WRPPRANEA . «covvnnrey pramsbasen 40 soaviostbs vhamtonsobunevsss ase L 453 46
GRADING AND FENCING FUND.
DEBIT,
To balance from Inst report........... P TT e R I P e O | e
CREDIT, .
CONNECTING WATER MAINS, PLUMRBING, ETO,, FUND. 4
§ DUBIT, :
To warrants from Auditor of SEALE. ..c.. oviiier vuniininrirmsasasacaneesrens 430,27
CREDIT.
WATER SUPPLY FUND OF 1800,
DEBIT. -
To warrants from Auditor of Blate.. .. oooibinnrrniaraiinees o o 8 GBS
CHEDIT.
OREl RO DY WRTPRIMW. .o s sruvavesssasdsn s b iwaennes ssmelvarimcansonmanies il (aINaae
WATER RATE FUND,
DEMT,
To wartnnts from AudIor of BIALE. .. ... vire sonrreoinnnnan, T
T owwprr. e
a4 10 Davenport Water Co.. and by balunce (8LIO.................§ 42047

Ty
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UNDRAWN APPROPRIATIONS.
Furnitare fand . LRt A Te v o ba I hatenis vass  so0t 1 bbs sl nasteaill 0597
Coutingent and npn.lr tm:d ............................................. Aaathy 2,004.00
T e e S PP e SRR SR 100,05
Connecting waler msim plumh!n:. atc tnud 51378
Completing maln central hulldlng fund . 191485
Eleotrie light fund... N L P o o s 1,750.00
Water supply fund ol' mo ....................................................... 143 56
T e e s A I T o T Ry PO S e S B SR § B4THAS
Hespectfully submitted,
Juna 30, 1898, J. G HrOWN, Treasurer.

I certify the above statement is true and correct,

STATE OF IOWA, | on
MarsHALL COUNTY. v 7
On this 14th day of August, A. D. 1803, before me, P. S, Balch, a notary
public in and for said county, personally came J. G. Brown, Treasurer, per-
sonally to me known to be the identical person whose name is affixed to the
ubove statement, and acknowledged the execution of the same to be his vol-
untary act and deed for the purposes therein expressed. B
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my official
senl on the day and date last above written.

1. G. Browys, Treasurer.

P, 8. BarcH, Notary Public.






