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TWENTY-THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE

STATE OF IOWA,

AFPPOINTED TO VISIT THE

COLLEGE FOR THE BLIND

LOCATED AT

VINTON.




REPORT.

T'o the twenty-third General Assembly of ITowa:

Your committee appointed to visit the College for the Blind, at
Vinton, Iowa, do hereby report that we have made a careful exam-
ination of the said institution in accordance with the joint resolu-
tion passed by the Senate, the House concurring, in regard to the
different institutions, and we make the following suggestions in re-
gard thereto:

- First. The appropriations made by the last General Assembly,
have been wisely and economically expended.

Second.  As far as the appropriations have been expended they
have been expended for the purposes for which they were made.

The appropriations made and expended during the last biennial
period have been as follows:

Third. The expenditures have all been made according to chap-
ter 67 of the acts of the Seventeenth General Assembly.
There has been no diversion of any money from the
for which it was appropriated.
f¢h.  That the following named persons are employed at said
institution for the purposes named, and the salaries paid each, and
also whether any person so employed receives anything in addition
to his salary in the way of board, room, clothing, lights, fuel, or
anything else at the expense of jthe State is stated, viz.:
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Siwth. There seems to be ample arrangements for fire escapes,
in the four iron stairways leading up to the top from the bottom of
the building, with landings on each floor, and proper means of
exit on the lower floor; the stairways and the connections of the dif-
ferent parts of the building are so arranged that if one stairway
should be closed in case of fire the inmates may pass out by the
other without material disadvantage or delay. The students are
earefully and frequently drilled in the matter of making their exit
from the building and they have become so proficient in this that
within three or four minutes after the sounding of the fire alarm
they can all be safely out of the building. The means of controll-
ing and suppressing fire in the building consists of two rubber hose
on each floor, one at each end of the building, long enough to reach
to every part of the different rooms on that floor and conveying
water from two large tanks in the top of the building, each tank
having a capacity of six hundred barrels. The water is supplied to
these tanks by a force pump, operated by steam, from a well one
hundred feet in depth, which furnishes an inexhaustible supply of
water. The Trustees, in their last biennial report, ask for an appro-
priation of $3,000, for the purpose of extending the mains from
the water works system of the city of Vinton up to and around
the College building and for the putting in of additional plumbing,
50 that the water may be used throughout the whole building.
This, in our judgment, would be & wise expenditure of money, and
result in giving not only a perfect fire protection, but would also
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Seventh. The sanitary condition of the College and the various
portions of it seem to be excellent. The rooms are kept clean and

] : -gi‘. 3 give a good supply of fresh water at all times for use throughout
= .E;‘E the building, which cannot now be done during the summer months
i ga-a__‘. except by running the engine constantly.
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well aired and the students are orderly in the care of their rooms.

Eighth. After examining the building thoroughly and the books
kept by the secretary, we wish to say that in our opinion the Trus-
tees should provide a fire proof safe for the protection of the records
of the institution, and wonld also suggest that with a small outlay
for dynamo, wiring, lamps, sockets, etc., that the buildings might
be lighted with electricity, which would be very much preferable to
the present plan of lighting with lamps, as more than sixty lamps
are used daily about the premises and an accident liable at any
time to happen, might result in the loss of life and property. If
the engine is of sufficient power, a comparatively small amount
would light the building and prevent any disaster of this nature.
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We find the new roof to be in good shape and apparently an excel-
lent job of work. The front portico and steps have been rebnilt in
a good and substantial manner with solid masonry. We find the
amounts asked for for bedding and furniture of 2,000, will appar-
ently be necessary for the biennial term. The amount asked for
for library and school apparatus of $1,000 will, we doubt not, be g
wise appropriation of that amount, and will supply some needed
apparatus and muke suitable additions to the library, which seems
to be a very necessary part of the institution and one in which
much interest is felt by the students. Your committee found the
books and accounts of the institution kept in excellent shape and
in a very painstaking manner. We believe the secretary is doing
his whole duty. We found the Principal, Mr. McCune, do(ngu
excellent work. He maintains thorough discipline and
with very little friction. He has been with the College a long
time, and has the well being and advancement of the College and
students thoroughly at heart. His administration seems to your com-
mittee to be wise and progressive. The students are orderly and
attentive to their varions occupations and studies, Reprusnm '
Gitchell, one of your committee, failed to receive timely notice of
the time of our visit to the College and was not present with us,
and consequently does not join in this report.
All of which your committee respectfully report.
Epear E. Mack.
J. F. Houay.
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