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I AUGURAL ADO RE 

SENATORS. R EPRESE NTATIVES, ANI) FELLOW- C ITIZ ENS : 

Trn s has again brought around the appoi nted sen.son for lhe legally 

elected executive and members of the I gislature to as.semble nnd tako 

upon themselve the powers delegated to each fo r the proper discharge 

of their important duties. 

In entering upon the responsible position of chi f magistrate of the 

s tate a second time, I recogni1,e with thimks the high honor co11ferred 

upon me, feeling that it is not altogether pe1-sonal to mysel f, but a 

<lechu·ation of the abiding faith of the people in the political principl~s 

and puq>oses that have controlled the State for the past twenty-five 

years. 

The opinion has been often expressed, and is entertained by many, 

that all the objects contemplated by the great po1>ular movement 

which beg:m iu 1 M, and which g1\\'e rise to an entirely new political 

organization, were fully accompli ·h l in lhc li berating of the en

slaved, aucl the constitutional pro,•ision permitting them to enjoy with 

us the foll rights of citizCJiship. OH the other hand, there are many, 

very mm1y, in £act the majority of t l1e J>eople, who fee l that, although 

equal rights and I rivileges are thus recognized and provided for all, 

yet organization i still uece ary in order that these rights be main

tained in fact as well as in statute. To sustain uud perpetuate lhCHO 

inviolable rights as set forth i11 the <l eclnrati n of indep211dence, is 110 

l ess indispensnble tCHlny lhnn was the work of the men who engrafted 
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these principles on our bill of rights and made them a part of the 

organic law of the nation. 

'J'h policy and me,L~ures necessary for this purpose presented ques

tions which had to pns.s through the same ordeal that has ever obtained 

in th administration of governmental power : a difference o{ opinion 

:1'l to the m ,,ms to the desired encl. The anxious co nsiderat ion of 

these questions by the great body of the people, together with t he 

e:irnest efforts of the xecuti1•e department. have evinced such a desire 

for tl,c main tennnce of those principles rmd practices that bring peace, 

prosperity, and honor to our nation , that the lega l voice of the majority 

of the 1>eople ha., from time to time re-delegated the administration of 

th government to the same poli tical element by which th y were fi t-st 

inaugurated. On these questions, the voice of Iowa, catch ing t he so,mds 

which, emanating from the people whose homes are within the golden 

portnls of t he West, were echoed in trenchant cadence by the dwellers 

mu ng the pine-trees of the farEast, and reverberated over mountain, 

vull cy, 1111d prniric, unti l they became the shout of migh ty majorities, 

has b en heard in tru mpet-tones proclaiming, through th mecEum of 

the ball ot-box, not on ly th cou udcnce of her peopl • in t h , prin ciples 

of politi ril equ ulity and national tmi ty flS ful ly adnpted to in ' ure civil 

m1d politi ·al liberty to all in the land, but also their firm determina

tion to stun cl by th o." principles nntil every citizen throughout all the 

lnncl ahnll enjoy without let or hu1drnnce, in such manner as his con

sci nee ,md judg m nt shall clictat,,, the rights gunranteecl to him by 

the ot·gan i law. 

A t· I ubli an form of government is nn empty mockery 

i[ every individual voter's right to one vote, and to have that 

vote honestly ou nted, is in a.ny mauuer impnirccl , whether by brute 

fo rce or by the slyer work of a faith] ss returning officer. Eternal 

vigi l,in c is tru ly the pric of liberty; nnd the present is no time for 

slnck ning tlrnt vigilance, when the startling spectncle is presented to 

us of legal voters, by the tbousnncl in ome of the state , being de-
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prived, either by intimidation or t'ranuulent ballots. of the p,frileg,' to 

xercise the right of ·uffrage and to curry on the governments they 

are tax d to maintain: end in another ,lute of a daring and almost 

finccessful attempt to pre,·ent the legally chosen legislators from tu.king 

their sents and to give their places to men not chosen thereto, partly 

on technical quibble·, and partly in confessed defiunce of law: lhe 

tre:Lsonable conspirncy to all appeamnccs originating before the el 'C

bon. That such au attempt is s,• riously mnde, and, in addition, finds 

any portion of the 1>eo1>le so partisan as to indorse nn uct 

of such a character. ·hould wu.ru us thul the work of 
securing nnd enforcing equal rights to all is uot yet done. 

Some may carp at this seeming digression regarding the polilicnl 

affairs existing in ome of our sister states, but the maiuten:mce of the 

purity of the ballot is a vital requisite in our form of government, 

and any attempt on the pm·t of unscrupulous partisans to debar u 

ritizen from the free exercise of I.tis politicnl rights, or to defeat the 

will of the people as expressed ti.trough the medium of the ballot-box, 

should be rebuked by every American citizen regardless of his political 

01>inio11s or affi liations. 

upinene on this que tiou among the people is calculated to in vite 

renewed disr~gard of the sm1ctity of the ballot, a,id to accustom them 

to irregulu.r and fraudulent modes of carrying lections, and i there 

fore fraught with grave danger t popu lar liberty. 

On the dominant 1>olitical element in fown has cl valved th admi n

istration of the State' alfairs for the past quarter of a century. The 

people, assured of the honest adm inistration of those llffoirs hereto

fore, have again shown their confidence therein by 03Ce more in trust

ing their interests to that element. They, ther fore, justly ex1>ect 

with confidence that the majority in this General A embly shall giv 

to the State such legislation as will be in the interest of economy nnd 

good governlllent. If the majority disappoint this expectation it will 

properly be held responsible by the people for its shot·tcominga. 
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To " state whose products are, iu the main. ag,icultural. >LS are 

those of Iowa, anytluug which enhances the cost of rrtilways, 

thereby, even incidentally in the least degree, increasing the ex peose of 

the transport,.tion o{ her products to the seaboard, which is h r great 

milrket, is a question of great interest to all. fn view of their greater 

sti· ngth and durability, which lessen the cost of: replacem nt, all the 

great trunk rnilway lines of the country are adopting Bessemer steel 

rails. The manufacture of this clas.s of rails in lhe United 'tates is 

con I rolled by a combination of not exceeding-I think-ten firms in 

numb •r. ' rhis combin ati n is protected by a high and specific tariff, 

wh ich prev 11 Ls the importntiou of foreign rnils to any extent, thereby 

increasing th costs of the railways of the country. Without discuss

ing the tariff question in all its bearings, it may well be considered 

whether it is wise legislation, by a tariff exceptional in its character, to 

put immense profi ts into the pockets of a monopoly composed of 1 ut 

f<•w peraons at the exp nse, indirectly, not only of Iowa farmers but 

of f,he whole \Vest. ft would, therefore, be well to instruct our Sen

ators and request our Repre cntr.tives in Congress to examine into 

this subj ct with n view lo removing, by congre sional legialationl 

nny discrimin ation wlrich may be found to ex ist in the tariff on tee 

rails against the int rests of l own producers. 

'l'h y ar just clo ed has been a 01 morable one in the agricultural 

hjstory: ( the stnle, from the foct that at no time £or many y ars h ave 

our formers been better rewarded for their labor by the \lllU unlly large 

and iully matured crops. This bountiful h arvest is most timely, coin

ciclcnt as it is with ru1 unusual shortage of crops i11 Europe; insur

ing to our produ crs highly remunerative prices for their products 

thereby brin ging gencrnl pro perity to all the people. 

They :u-)879 also mru·ks a memorable epoch in the financial history 

o( lh nation. During the years of lhe rebellion and under the press

ing exigencies of the govemm nt for mean with which to carry on the 

wnr, jt was deemed ne essru-y to re ort to an is ·ne of irredeemable pa-
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per money which by lnw was mnde a legal tender among lhc people. 

As to the wisdom of this policy there was much discussion nl the Ii.me, 

both in and out of Congrc", and though conceded by mun_y to be a 

dangerous policy to inaugurate, yet it was accepted as n temporary ne

cessity, the evil of which wen> lo be remedied by n return nt the 

earlie t J ossible date to the normal condition of the world's currency, 

whjch the organic law of ou r nation nlone recognizes us lawful money, 

to-wit: ' · gold :u1d silver." 

'l'he faith of the government was pledged, by the political party in 

power at the time, that the promises of the nation, made in her hour 

of trial, should be redeemed at the earliest possible date. In l 75, 

this same political party in Coogres.s which authorized the issue of 

the l gal tend ers declared by statute that on Jam11u y 1, 1 79, the 

government would resume specie t)ayment on its liabilities. The 

incoming of that year, therefore, will always be n landmark in ou r 

nation's history. 'l'he result accomplished has brought us to a long 

and devoutly wished-for consummation, closing, as it docs, an era of 

fin:tn cial vagru·ies, with all their attendant evi ls, :rnd inaugurati ng an 

epoch of general pro perity, the full fruition of wl1ich is now assured 

beyond a peradventure. This fact cannot fail to impre the world 

with grander conception thlln ever of the immensity of our resources 

and the match less energy and vitality of our people, evidencing, as it 

d es, the benign inftuen~e of principles :rnd institutions which r ult 

iu such unparalleled development. of th nation. as well ns the wclfure 

of h er people. It has be n extremely gratif-ying to the early f rie11ds 

and adherents of this great m asure that it has been carried into 

efli ct without nuy of the coll\'ulsions and calrunjti s wlti h it adver

saries so fr ely predicted, :uHl with so mu h certainty expe •ted to fol

low. The results gain d have proven this class to h,ivc been but 

"false prophets.'' The step by which our national solvenc_y wmi 

reasserted was f,lmost unnoticed except n.q a subject of congralulntion. 

It came as the clew of the night, gently r1nd generously refreshing and 
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rev1vmg the Janguishiug industrial Hnd commercial interests of the 

country, 11ml so powerful and instantaneous has been the effect that as 

yet we ar hardly preparer! to do full justice to its magnitude. The 

results may be •ummed up in brief. The cou ntry has cu rrency 

ample in its volume fo r thr legitimate wants and demands of the 

peopl. 

ft has 11 system elastic in its worlcings by the fact that the cu rrency 

cm, , under the wise provisions of the national banking act. be increased 

,.., rapidly :L~ is d manded by the necessities of the commerce of the 

ou ntry. 'rhe ex •ha11ges of the country are made :it :1 less cost to the 

people than nt any previo us time in its Ju tory, and I.he pn1,er money, 

both I gal tender and natio nal bank uotes are at par, wi th nnd exchange

able at the plca.su r of tho hold er thereo f into ·oin. and the doll ar of 

the workingnrnn and prodncer is as good as t he dollar of the bond

hold er. 

But to the fllture historian of the exciti11g years of the war and the 

finuncial eris s in cid 11 t ru1d attendant th rcon-of wh ich the resu mp

tion of s1 ecic payments is one of the closing scenes-m ust be left to 

l;e JI the story in rt!! its interesting detai ls. Let us not, however, in our 

p1·ide over tho resu lts archieved. forget th costly experien ces of the 

past, but rntber treasure them up ,is a warni ng for ou rselves nnd fut ure 

generatio ns. 

'[' here ,u·e till im1 ortant questions to be sett(ed connected with the 

·unency of the cottntry. These questions ,ire entitled to mature and 

se11rching considerntion . [tis believed by many that the interests of 

the people wou ld be best subserved by n postponemen t, £or the present 

1tt least, f their prn lical solution. 011 th is question the dominant 

politicn l 1,urty f the tnte has proclaimed in its platform , "Let us have 

pence;" and the people aft r II full discussion of the sam e, have pro

u ounced their belief in that policy emphatically, by an immense ma

jori ty, declaring that time should work out the desired result, ancl in 

that opi11ion I clo most heartily concu r. 
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A word in regard to our own loved tate. ituated ns lowu is iR the 

heart of the continent between two of the great rivers of the world; 

with her temperate climate. rich soil. nncl freedom from malarial in

fluences, she offers untqualrd atlractions. not only lo lbe ngriculturist, 

but to all seeking new home ·. Her intelligent yeomanry ,trc gener

ous rivals from many states ,md nlltionalities. nnd their conquests in 

all department of rural industry have already earned for themselves 

and the state a world-wide reputation. 

It is a matter of just p,;de to the stute, that, when brought iuto com

petition, in the ex hibition of the products of the farm nnd dairy, not 

011ly with Americnn farmers at our ,rntiona.1 fairs, but nl oat the world's 

fair in P aris, in 187 , to our Iowa farmers has been awarded, not on ly 

the greatest number, but the first prizes. This £art not on ly altests the 

superiority of their products, but should slimulnte them to slill greater 

e.xcellence, in order, not only to maintain lheir conceded supremacy, bnt 

that they may receive thereby more remun erative prices ns the r w,w<l 

of their labor and enterprise. 

It may be con fi dently expected that the Fed ral census of 1880 will 

place I owa as the sixt h state in the Un ion in population, the first in 

the production of corn aucl pork, and not lower than second in tl, e 

growth of wheat. H er exports of these products ,u-e coust:mtly in

creasing in amount, ancl are pnrchnsecl by every country in Europe, 

and aggregate many million of dol lars annually. 

It h,is been said by a distingui heel statesman that "all Et1rope is 

dying in armor." '.rhe fact tlrnt the 1rntio11s of thnt continent nre, by 

their jealousies, compelled to maintain mil lions of men in arms, all of 

whom are taken from the ngriculturnl and i11d t1strial pu rsuits, thus 

placing the burden of production on the old ,wcl young who are th e 

least able, fully attests the truth of the statement. 'l' h is state of nffoi rs 

timulating the demancl for American mnnufoctures, and also equal ly 

so for our agriculturnl products. [t is hercfore evident that farming in 

2 
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the Great West. :md particularly in lowa, must be highly remunera

tive until there• is a mdicnl change in the policy of the European 

powers. an event not likely soon to occur. rt is therefore sound policy 

011 the part of the state to do all in its powe r to attract population 

within her bord •rs. :incl by lihcrnl legislation to aid in developing her 

inrl u•tr ial and agrieu lturnl resou rces. wh ich are but yet in their in fancy 

,rnd the ultimate c-apacity of which is so little apprehended. 

A.I though it is but jus t thirty-three yc>Lrs since f owa cast off her terri

tori al swaddling-clothes, ,mrl assnm d the digni ty of statehood, yet du

rin ~ this hrief period her political and material development h as been 

wond •rf:u l. he has , in the race for empire, far outstrip1 ed many of 

her sister states whose existence antedates her own by many .vears : 

her free tlu ·atioh.nl s)'stem, alth ugh elating but from 1858, is not 

on ly lhe pride of the people, bu t is nnsurp'1SSecl in ,my state in the 

nion ; her eleemosy nary institutions arc in hannony wi th the ph ilan

hropy of th age, and ,u c maintained with fl generosity which i · 

ulways tl, e attribule of a 1110ml, intellige nt, and progressi,-c people; 

her material ,. sources of coal and other valunble minerals are inex

hnustihle, nnd are being rapid ly developecl. 

Iler rnilway ystem has been augmented during Lhe past two years 

by the com pl tion of nn uclcl it ional trunk line across the state and many 

bmnch li11>s-only thrco counti s of the ninety-nine being to-clay 

withoul rnilway fa iliti s; ,u1d in mil ean-e of railway.- she ranks !18 

the fiCth slat of the nation. 

oming into th Un ion December 2 , l 46, with a population of 

buL nin t.r-six Lh usand, lo-lay he shelters beneath the regi of her 

sovereig nty n million and a half £ free, virtuous, intelligent, and en

t qirising JJcople. Th se grnnd res ults, already achieved in the clevel

opm nt oC the sLnte, have bee n accomplished within the period of o 

gc ncmliou. When it is t:1k •n into consideration that hardly one-ha!£ 

of her virg in soil ha~ becu touched b_r t he plow, and that ·he has the 

ability to supp rt lLn immen~ population, it i clearly evident that the 
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pr~sent results. although grand. :tre but the forerunner of her future 

gr atn 'S. There are many here present to-day, ,u,d throughout the 

, ·tnte, who wer~ r,>sidents in Iowa when she was admitted into the 

Un ion. To their wisdom and sagac ity in the Imming of her inslilu

tions and laws the tate owe, much of her prescut g-.-owth nnd future 

promise. 

They laid the foundations of Lhi ••i111p,rim11 in i111)1rtin" brond rmd 

deep, and it i' the bounden duty of each and all of us to ,lo onr full 

part in the work they began so well. \Ve should all , as good citi ,.eos, 

endeavor to carry the tate forward to a higher plane of d,•velopmcnt, 

so that her people shall thereby attai n the g reatest po."ible dt•gree of 

political and material prosperity. 

ENATOH. A.1.'q) H. ►: PRl'" ENT.lTlYRS : 

To each of us the people of this comm onwealth lrnve as igned 

special and responsibl duties. 'l'o me, to ·• take Cllre that the laws ,u· 

faithfull y executed."" To you, who are fresh from the p ople, and 

lmve been chosen by them on account of you r knowledge of th ir 

n ecessitic. , is delegated the enactme nt of their wishes into l:iw. On 

whatever subject you may be called to legi late, you r na tments 

shoulcl he broad and comprehensive, having in ,0 iew n t o.nly the 

result., for the present, but also the effect they may have on the dev 1-

opment of Lhe state in the future. 

Permit me to say, in conclusion, that quantity is noL so essential i11 

legislation as quality. 
.J 0. H. GEA.H. 


