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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Nov. 24, 2020

Banner and Butch Olofson shooting ranges offer discounted annual passes
Traditional Thanksgiving pheasant hunt will be a little different this year

Banner and Butch Olofson shooting ranges offer
discounted annual passes
The Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has discounted its annual passes for
the Banner and Olofson shooting ranges for 2021 by $40 making it the perfect gift for the
hard-to-buy-for member of the family.

From Nov. 27 to Dec. 31, individual passes will be available for $200 and family passes
for $260. Annual passes may be purchased at either range and is valid at both shooting
ranges.

Banner Range, between Indianola and Des Moines on Hwy. 65/69 in Warren County, is a
multi-use shooting facility that offers a safe, clean shooting environment for handguns,
rifles and shotguns. The range is staffed with professional certified range safety officers
during all operating hours. Banner Range is open Monday, Tuesday and Friday, 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Wednesday and
Thursday.

The recently renovated Butch Olofson Shooting Range, located off Hwy. 415, about five
miles northwest of Polk City, features a building, handgun, rifle, shotgun and archery
ranges and more. The Olofson Range is open Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Monday and
Tuesday.

Shooting ranges welcome shooters of all skill levels and abilities. Information on Iowa
shooting ranges is available at http://www.iowadnr.gov/Hunting/Places-to-Hunt-
Shoot/Iowa-Shooting-Ranges

Banner and Butch Olofson shooting ranges are closed December 24, 25, and January 1.
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With many holiday gatherings put on hold due to the pandemic, pheasant hunting is one
way to keep an annual holiday tradition alive, while staying apart.

“Pheasant hunting is a big part of Thanksgiving for many families but with health experts
advising against gatherings, this tradition won’t look the same as in year’s past, but it can
still be part of the holiday,” said Todd Bogenschutz, upland wildlife biologist for the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources. 

He said hunters who do not live in the same house are encouraged to drive separately to
the hunting spot and when they arrive, to space out and not congregate while in the field.

What they’ll find in the field is a pheasant season that’s off to a good start.

“I’m hearing really good reports, good pheasant numbers from all parts of the state
despite the state experiencing an unusual number of days with gale-force winds and
temperatures in the 70s,” said Bogenschutz. “Everybody that’s hunting in good cover is
finding and getting birds.”

That’s good news heading in to the Thanksgiving holiday and might be just enough
incentive to delay the trip to the couch until the afternoon hunt is completed.

Iowa’s pheasant season closes Jan. 10, 2021.

Places to Hunt

The Iowa DNR’s online hunting atlas lists nearly 700,000 acres of public hunting land,
including 22,000 acres of land enrolled in the popular Iowa Habitat and Access Program
(IHAP) allowing hunter access to private land.

Each area on the atlas includes a link to a map with property boundaries, the size of the
area, habitat type, species of wildlife likely found, if nontoxic shot is required and more.
The map is available as a downloadable pdf that can be printed or saved to a
smartphone.

To view the atlas, go to www.iowadnr.gov/hunting and click on Places to Hunt and Shoot
in the left column.

Media Contact: Todd Bogenschutz, upland wildlife biologist, Iowa Department of Natural
Resources, 515-979-0828.

 

The Iowa Department of Natural Resources is working with state and local officials to
reduce the spread of COVID-19 and has transitioned employees to work remotely. DNR
offices are closed to the public during this time and only available by appointment.

In other efforts to further reduce the spread of Covid-19, the DNR is encouraging the use
of the online services for purchasing licenses, submitting applications, payments and
other daily tasks and interaction with DNR staff.

The FREE Go Outdoors Iowa app is available at the App store and Google Play. The Go
Outdoors Iowa app allows users to purchase and view hunting and fishing licenses and
submit harvest and quota reports, all from your cell phone.
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Full list of DNR’s online services: https://www.iowadnr.gov/about-dnr/about-dnr/online-
services-databases.

Up-to-date information on DNR services, facilities and events impacted by Covid-
19: https://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Covid-19.

Technical information for regulated businesses in regards to Covid-
19: https://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Social-Media-Press-Room/Disaster-
Assistance#3057321-covid---19-outbreak.

Thank you for your patience and flexibility during this time. If you need to contact DNR
staff you can reach them by email or phone or by calling (515) 725-8200.
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