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PREFACE

Within the past two decades signiflcant chenges have occurved In
the criminal litigation in the State of lowa. The number of criminal
cases In the respective District Courts has Increased from 4833 in 1940
to 6086 in 1960 or by 28 percent, For the same years the total pop-
ulation In the state has risen about 8 percent, Felons in court, there-
fore, have increased almost four times faster than the number of in-
habltants In the state. In the same 20 years fowas has changed from a
comparatively rural to an urban populated state with the cities bascoming
lerger and certain rural areass decreasing In popuiation., The principle
that al! men are equal before the court does not change with time but
the administretion of Justice does have a relationship to the nunber

and the character of the people served,

All the deta in the present report hsve been tabulated from the

Reports of the Board of Parole of lowa for the respective yesars covering

"Criminal Statistics for each County in the state'', for the Fiscel
years ending June 30 of sach year. Other sources are cited for respec~

tive facts,
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FELONS IN IOWA COURTS

In the past querter century from 1940 to 1964 the number of
felons tried in the District Courts of lowa has varied from the
lowes i number of 3020 in 1945, at the end of World War 11, to the
highest nunber of 7510 In 1961. Since 1961, the number of offendars
tried has decreased to 6750 In 196k, See Table | and Chart | for

detalls.

Tabie ! Criminal Cases in District Courts of lowa, 1935 &4

Year Cases Year Cases
1935 | L261 19506 | 5501
1936 4358 1951 5292
1937 Li36 1952 5h50
1938 L5504 1953 5175
1939 L709 1954 Lo27
1940 | 4833 1355 5347
1941 (a) 1956 5626
1942 3578 1957 5997
1943 3232 1958 6162
1944 3126 1959 6264
T19h5 | 3020 1960 5086
1946 3361 1961 7510
1947 L766 1962 7285
1948 5230 1963 6863
1949 5314 1964 6750

Source: From Biennial Reports of lowa Board of Parole for respective
years for years ending June 30

{a) No data for 194) ,

The above fiqures differ from those reported by the Annual Reportsz (o
the Supreme Court of lowa because reporting year of court uses the
calendsr year where the Reports of Board of Paroie use fiscal yeasr
ending June 30
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CASES IN RURAL AND URBAN COUNTIES

fn 1963, mora than half of all falons In court were iried in 11}
Lerge-Clty Counties In the state Of the 6863 offenders (ried in the
respective courts, 346) or 50.5 percent were handled in the i} Large
City Counties snd 3404 or 49.5 percent in the remaining 88 counties.
The 11 Large-City Countles are; Black Hewk, Cerro Gordo, Clinton,

Des Moines, Dubuque, Linn, Polk,Pottawattamie, Scott, Wapallo and
Woodbury, Ses Table 2 for data by county size. The map shows cssss
by counties in the Judicial Districts for 1964,

On the basis of rates thers were 267 cases in the 11 Large-City
Counties and 185 per 100,000 iIn the 23 Rural-Farm Counties In 196%,
These differences in cases and rates are due to the fact that crime
rates are higher in the Large-City Counties than in the smaller aress,
in 1963, crime rates In lowa ranged from 822 In Metropolltan Areas, to
524 in other cities to 333 per 100,000 in rural areas, (Based on the

Uniform Crime Reports, F B.1., 1963, p. 56)




Table 2. Criminal Cases in District Courts of lowa In 1963 and 1964
and Distribution of Population in 1962
By size of Counties
County Counties Population Criminal Cases| Cases Per
Groups 1962 1963 1964 100,900
No, Percent Parcent Rate
i Rural-Farm 23 10,1 .0 7.7 185
1§ Small-Town | 34 21,1 18.4 20,3 | 233
11} Large-Town 22 15.1 13.1 4.8 238
iV Small-City 9 12.8 10,0 12,2 | 23]
V Large-City 1" 50.9 50.5 k5.0 | 267
Total 99 100,0 100.0 100,0 | 243
Note: | Rural=Farm Counties=largest Community under 2500 inhabitants

or 100 percent Rural

Il Smali-Town Counties=Largest Town between 2500 and 4999

i§! Large-Town CountiessLargest Town between 5000 and 9999

IV Small-City CountiessLargest City betwsen 10,000 and 25,000

V Large~City CountieszLargast Clty over 25,000
Classification of counties based on U.S. Census Data,
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CONVICT I ONS

Currant information from the District Courts in lowa, for 1963
and 19564 reveal that four-fifths of a8)l defendants in criminal cases
wera convicted and one-fifth acquitted or dismissed, in 1963, the
courts convicted B3.! percent (82 | percent in 1964) of all felons
charged with crimes, In the past convictions have varied from the
lowast percentage of 73.8 percent in 1943, during World War [i. to the high-
est of 86.8 percent in 1948. In general there were fewer convictions
during the years of the Great Depression (1930-38) and World War {1,

CONVICTIONS IN RURAL AKD URBAN COUNTIES

in the past two ysars, courts in the Rural-Farmm Countias of the
state show higher percentage of convictions than courts in ths Large-
City Counties, In the 23 Rursl-Farms Counties convictions ran as high
as 92 percent in 1964 whereas in the 11 Large-City Counties convictions
constituted only 77.6 percent of all cases in court, The lower per-
centage of convictions in the Large-City Countles is due In large
measura to the fact that County A;torncys in these countles refer more
cases to the Grand Jury, whereas, in the Rural-Farm Counties the Grand

Jury is used less frequently,

Table 3. Convictions in ‘Rural-Farm''and ''Large-City" Counties of
fowa in 1963 and 1964

Year Rurali-Farm Large-City

(23) (1)
1963 84 Percent 8) Percent
1964 92 Percent 77 Percent




CHANGES IN TYPES OF SENTENCES

Present data show that District Courts are lmposing more prison
sentences than In previous years. Between 1940 and 1960 less than 20
percent of all defendants were sentenced to prison. In 1953, only 10.8
parcent of the felons were sentenced to prison. In 1963, of the total
6863 criminal cases in District Court, 20.3 percent or 1390 of the de-
fendants were sentenced to prison or reformatory, in 1964, of 6750
the offenders, 1394 or 20.7 percent received prison sentences. Whather
the increase In prison commitments is due to the grester serverity of
the crimes or a change in judicial policies cannot be stated, Both

factors mav he involvad.

Teble 4, Percent of Felons Receiving Prison Sentences in District
Courts in lowa :

Year Percant
1940 | 18.7
1945 18.4
1950 12.5
1955 13.5
1960 17.1
1963 20.3
1964 20.7
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RURAL - URBAN DIFFERENCES §IN PRISON SENTENCES

in spite of tha fact that there were more scquittels and dismis-
gals in the Large-City Counties these same counties meeted out morg
prigon sentences than the Rural-Farm Counties. In the 23 Rural-Farm
Countiaes in 1964 of the 522 defendsnts, 90 or 17.2 percent recelved
prison sentences where as in the Large~City Counties 761 or 25 percent
of the 3043 felons were sentenced to prison or reformatory,

JAIL AND/OR FINES SENTENCES
in contrast to the data on prison sentences the courts in the 23
Rural=-Farm Countiss made wider use of Jail and/or Fines than the Large-
City Counties. in 1964 of the 522 felons in the 23 Rura!-Ferm Countles
337 or 64.6 percent recelved Jail and/or Fines whereas in the 11 Large-
City Counties only 1067 or 35.2 percent of the felons were given a
Jail and/or Fines sentences,

BENCH PAROLES
The number of Bench Parcles issued by the courts in the respective
counties varied from rural to urban arsas. In 1964 only 10.2 percent
of the felons in the Rural-Farm Countles were granted bench paroles
whereas in the Large-City Counties bench paroles constituted 17.4 per-
cent of all dispositions. (Ses table 5 and 6 for details by county groups
and dispositions for 1963 and 1964)
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Table 5 Criminal Cases in lowa District Courts 1963
Disposition of Cases by County Size

County Prison Bench Jail and Acqui ttai Dismissed Total

Parole or Flge
o No. Percent [ No. Perceni No. Percent| No. Percent| No. Percent| MNo. Percent
i Rural Farm{ 82 15.1 60 11.1 313 57.8 10 1.8 77 4.2 542 100.0
11 Small Town 215 17.0 124 9.8 | 756 59.8 26 2.1 43 11.3 1264 100.0
11} Larga Town!70 18.8 103 1.4 s0b 558 9 1.0 117 13.0 903 100.0
v Small City{ 152 219 |55 7.9 |389 56.2 M 1.6 86 12.4 693 100.0
V Large City {77V 22.3 643 18.6 |1366 39.L 35 1.0 646 18.7 3461  100.0
Total 1390 20.3 [985 1L.4 |3328 LS .& 91 1.3 1089 15.6 6863 100.0

Note: In the reports of the Board of Parole dispositions are divided into six types,
in the above date "Bench Parole! (129) and "Suspend Sentence' (55%) have been
combined. '

Table 6 Criminal Cases in lowa District Court, 1964
Disposition of Cases by County Siza

County Prison | Bench Jall and Acqul tta! Dl emi ssed Total
Groups Parole or Fine,

No. Percent No Perceni No. Percent| No. Percent | No. Percent | ¥= Parcent
' Rural Parm | 90 17.2 | 53 10.2 | 337 6h.6 g 15 b €5 522 1000
1t Smal! Town [ 219 16.0 106 7:7 865 6313 16 1.2 162 11.8 1368 100.0
111 Large Town 159 15.9 105 10.5 553 5§ 5 9 6.9 Y21 2.2 Q97 100.0
1V Small City 165 20.1 69 8L Lol 56 § g 1.1 ith 13 9 821 100.0
V Large City {761 26 0 531 17.4 1067 35.2 113 3.7 570 18.7 3042 1000
Total 130 207 |88L 128 13286 uB & 1155 2.2 10517 15 & !675a 00 0
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SENTENCES N SEVEN LARGE-CITY COUNTIES

in addition to the varlations in dispositions of cases in courts in
Rura! and Urban areas there are wide differences in the types of sentences
in the Large-City Counties in fowa,

fn 196l in Wapello County) 85 or 35.6 percent of the 239 felons in
court were either acquitted or d!smls;ed. in contrast only 9.6 percent
{22) of the 228 felons in Pottawattamie Ccunty were not convicted. In
Woodbury County in the same year the court failed to convict 103 or 28,1
percent of the 367 defendants., In Linn County acquittals and dismissals
made up 19.2 percent (111) of the 578 cases in court., The percentage In
Black Hawk County was the same but In Scott County only 16 or 11,2 par~
cent of the 232 felons were not convicted,

in the seven Large-City Countlei,Scott County ranks highest In
prison sentences. Of all defendants in court in 1964 (134) or 57.8
percent received prison sentences., In contrast to this only 9.6 percent
or 23 of the 239 felons in Wapello County were sentenced to prison. In
Pottawattamie County, 38.2 percent of the defendants were sentenced to
prison as wera 25.3 percent in Linn County and 20,2 percent in Polk
County.

In 1964 none of the 232 felons In Scott County were given a bench
parcle but in Pottawattamie County, bench paroles were granted to 71 or
31.1 percent of the 228 felons. In Linn County, 27.5 percent of the
defendants were Issued bench paroles as were 22.9 percent in Woodbury
snd 23.4 percent in Black Hawk County. In Polk County 11,8 percent or 79
of the defendants received a bench parole as did 8.4 percent in Wapello

County. (See Table 5)
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The percentages of felons given jail and/or fines sentences varied
from the lowest of 2i.1 percent in Pottawattamie County to the highest of
46 4 percent In Wapello County. In Polk County, 42.2 percent (282) of the 663

felons receivad jail end/or fines sentencas. (See Tsble 7)

Table 7. Criminal Court Dispositions In seven Large-City Counties in

fowa 19€4
L Dispositions | ..
County | Prison | Bench Jail and Acquittals |Total
No-Percent | Parole ___or _Fines _ __md__o.t.ml_m.d Noe Percent
No. Percent| No. Percent| No.Percent
Polk 135 20.2 79 11.8 282 42,2 173 25.8 [669 100.0
Linn 146 25.3 159 27.5 162 28.0 111 19.2 {578 100.0
Woodbury 70 19.1 84 22.9 110 29.9 103 28.1 {367 100.0
Black Hawk 68 26.1 61 23.4 82 31.3 50 19.2 |261 100.0
Wapello 23 9.6 20 8.4 111 46 .4 8 35.6 (233 100.0
Scott 134 57.8 () I 72 31.0 26 11.2 {232 100,0
Pottawattamie| 87 38.2 71 31} L8 21.1 22 9.6 (228 100.0
Total 663 25.8 1LL 18 4 | 867 33.7 570 22,1 {2574 100.0

Note: The above seven countles have been selected because each had more
than 200 criminal cases in court,
Bench Paroles and suspended sentences have been combined under
"Bench Paroles'.
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