N N - ; -!.a_ﬁ ¥
™5 N30 | 0
5 Wl o gl .
+H % XY {7 e
Ih ‘ | i |.. h YT A i
e =N y -2 Ne 4 ‘: .
. ' Nt N b
R | Nk \\ A5
“l . |J-’ ¥ I\ l" - I.~I.
,?. ¥ 1t - ) \.,r
e ol 1|
- . g
»

]

E

»
Ly

';'

u el og R ¥ i’ 1\
. ‘ - Yo : 'y 2 I -y i

{]n-; ' -'l " :IL,." T 5 *ind A '_‘.'; g i > GER

_ el gy — 4 s
-~ -’ i“ N 4N : p

= ; I |‘_ .I'H". 'i
L o) SO A AL
|q..

“'f e ; i’.
n LN

o

!
i

i

3 - <55 - - 1]
H ! ] ’ el
A % [ -_._ "
a4
. Ll L i L x*
. . ; - ) "
. 4 1 e ik, m ¥
i o k g = it
r T T e . 1 ":'
Fl g L - # - +*+ ’
] i i - = L
» T
i N i . g
" () R bl L]
.. . fi r a II 11
1 e -

M ¥

-
<
%
o
-._i:
|
e
=

e —
e e —




FROM THE DIRECTOR

Bob Castelline

The

Discussion
Continues

In recent months, the topic of
improving water quality standards
has generated a great deal of
discussion and, admittedly, some
controversy 1n lowa. Anyone
who has had even a passing
interest in the Department of
Natural Resources in the last
several years is keenly aware
that improving water quality has
been our top priority. The stan-
dards are the cornerstone of our
efforts as a state to improve
water quality because they
provide the very definition of
what our goals need to be.

The discussion on water
quality standards will no doubt
continue and I want that discus-
sion to be based on factual
information and a clear under-
standing of the 1ssue s impor-
tance. Therefore, I have decided
to share with you the following

letter that | have provided to

members of lowa’s General
Assembly regarding water quality

standards.
Dear Legislator:

Over the past few months, |
know that vou have been
receiving letters (and probably
phone calls) regarding propos-
als by the DNR to H;.‘IL:}'H{!I{’
lowa’s water quality standards.
[ would like to take this oppor-
tunity to discuss this with vou in
a factual and, hopefully,
understandable wav.

Water quality standards are
the basic tools used to deter-
mine just how clean lowa's
water will be. These standards
function in much the same Way
as speed limits; faster (less
protective) on interstates;
slower (more safe) near
schools. Different standards
apply depending on the use of
the water. There are standards
sel to protect for swimming
(human contact) and different
standards set for the protection
of rish and other aquatic life.
An tmportant first step in
establishing water quality
standards is to properly desig-
nate the appropriate use of a
river or stream seement. For
example, a stream that could be
used for both swimming and
fishing should have standards
that ar: going to protect for
those uses. Another sStream,
one than cannot be used for
swimming and fishing, should
(and will) have less restrictive

standards applied.

As the legislative session
begins, one of the issues that
vou will hear about is whether
a “bortom-up” or a “top-
down’ approach should be
used to establish water quality
standards.  The “bottom-up™
approach, applied to water
qguality standards, begins with

an assumption that the stream

is not intended for swimming or

fishing until actual assessments
are done to prove otherwise. A
“top-down” approach begins
with the premise that the stream
should be protected for fishing
and swimming until actual
assessments show that the
water does not deserve that
high level of protection. Pul

another way, the top-down

approach starts from a point of
/ :

placing a high value on the
water body (reflected f?.‘.' a
strong standard) to ensure
safety and adjusting from there
if justified and appropriate
The “bottom-up” approach
starts with minimal standards
until the proof shows that more
should be done.

The current rulemaking
underway uses the “top-down
approach. We have adopted
this strategy for two basic
[) the Clean Water

Act requires it and 2) it is thi

reasons.:

right approach for lowa's
citizens, aquatic life and for

Our waiers.

Director’s Message

cont. on page 4
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Director’s Message

cont. from page 2

Another issue that I believe
vou have been hearing about
quite forcefully deals with the
monetary impacts of this
The $960 million
estimate prepared by the DNR

{}_J'{ P}JH.H”.

Is a worst-case scenario, based
on assumptions that all commu-
nities on streams where stan-
dards may change will have to
upgrade treatment facilities 1o
meet new water quality stan-
dards. On the basis of some
assessments that have recently
been completed, we now know
that not all dischareers will
have to change their current
systems. Additionally, our
proposed rules require us to
go back through a rulemaking
process whenever a stream
classification is changed in
order to allow the public and
the legislature to have mput.
In fairness to all, the cost
estimates prepared by DNR
staff were directed to capture
the worst case. I firmly believe
that the final price tag will be

face in lowa.

much less than our estimates
for worst case impacts.

In addition, those that are
USIng economic scare tactics 1o
oppose the rulemaking are
choosing to ignore the fact that
there are ways to reduce costs
through variances if costs
become loo excessive for some
communities. For many of our

very smallest towns, it can be

fairly easy to show that some of

the costs of full compliance are
Also,

in some small communities. we

out of line economically.

have approved the use of
alternative technologies for
treating wastewater that are
more cost effective. Greenville,
Truesdale. Arispe, Tingley,
Avrshire, and Shannon City are
all recent examples of small
communities that the DNR has
been able to work with to
improve their wastewater
treatment at a reasonable cost.
As you know, improving
water quality is the biggest
natural resource challenge we
This standard

setting process is a crucial step

in clearly establishing the goal.

What 1 hope is understood
by all is the fact that ignoring
this duty is not an option.
lowa’'s water quality standards
need to be revised to come into
compliance with the federal
Clean Water Act. Many states
have elected to fight this battle
in the courts. In my opinion, it
would be foolish and a waste
fﬁ'f” scarce resources to allow
this discussion regarding
lowa's water quality to be
decided by a judge. The courts
have consistently ruled thar
standards need to be estab-
lished that assume water
quality must be protected at the
highest levels that can be
economically and environmen
tally justified. Our rulemaking
lays out both the strategy and
our plans to accomplish this.

[ look forward to visiting
with you in person about this

:\‘p > Ol
i
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-~ ome lowans are rather hardy
- souls, relishing the cold and
) ' _snow and the activities they bring.
But for most lowans, the winter months —
January, February and March — are
undoubtedly some of the toughest to “get
9 thmugh” Holiday celebrations are over.
days are short and temperatures are frigid.
Although most of us aren’t training for
the Birkebeiner (North America’s larges|
‘cross-country ski marathon, held in
‘Wisconsin) or perfecting our snow angels.
‘we might do well to adjust our attitude
toward winter — maybe find something
~ between love and loathe. So, before you
. just muddle through, waiting for warmer
:- days and "letﬁng: cabin fever set it, read on.
Following is a list of “fever reducers” for
this season, albeit a small sampling, bu
something for a range of hardiness.
Give it a chance. There really is a lot
to like about winter in Iowa . . . even if it's
only that these Januarys, Februrarys and
Marches make us appreciate, even more,
the Aprils, Mays and Junes to come.
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practice. Sort through your gear and
... getready. The first season
opens April 10.

They say, next to swimming,
cross-country skiing will give you
one of the best overall workouts.
Andit’s a great way to combine
fresh air and fitness this winter. Like
walking orrunning, itcanbe as
strenuous or as leisurely as you want
to make it. Check with your local
county conservation board or
recreation service forpossible
classes and skirentals.

Try cross-country skiing with
a twist. There is cross-country
skiing and there is dog sledding, and
thenthere's skijoring. Not many of
us have a sled dog team, but many
ofus love cross-country skiing and

IO Towa Conservationist ® January/February 2006

Roger A. Hill

have an active, healthy dog just
waiting to goalong. “Skijor” is
Norwegian for “‘skidriving,” and
skijoring involves one ortwo dogs
pulling the skier viaa harness and
bungee cord system. Check out the
web for more information about this

cold solitary sport. Investin a
portable shack and make itan outing
with friends. Remember, safety firs
and foremost.

Participate in the Audubon
Society’s annual bird count. The

rapidly growing 9th Annual
sport. oy | Great Backyard
*T'he LI;'_'I“H;_' Process BirdCountis

Indulge has you firmly mits FEb.l7-20.Bird

your cabin fever SraspILNOIAEAE watchers

and ...renta BELUIEILESTY y nationwide count

cabin. A few of (EoWashOwHE S birdsin

lowa’s state backyards,

parks (and some schoolyards and

county parks) have cabins for rent
throughout the year. Escape the
everyday hassles and enjoy a couple
days at a cozy cabin in a beautiful
setting. (See article on page 12.)

Vilsit a hunting preserve.
Extend the bird hunting season for
you and your dog. Visitone of the
approximately 60 hunting preserves
in the state, open through March 31.
For a brochure with all the contact
information, visit www.iowadnr.com/
wildlife/files/hunting.htmlorcall 515-
281-5918.

Look for antler sheds. It’s
like an Easteregg huntin the middle
of winter. Some bucks will shed their
antlers as early as December, some
will hang oninto early spring.
January and February are prime
months. Look around bedding areas,
prime trails and anywhere fences or
overhanging branches may jarthem
loose.

Try hardwater fishing. Ice
fishing —itdoesn’thave tobe a

anywhere else, and results can be
tracked on-line inreal-time. For
more information, goto
www.audubon.org/.

Stretch your legs. Whether
it’s with skis or snowshoes or just a
good pair of snow boots, take a hike
on a familiar park trail. Strike outon
your own or with family or friends.
It is a great way to experience your-
favorite park in a quieter setting.
Don’tforget to go prepared for the
elements and be sure to bring some
binoculars. Forsomething alittle
different, try amoonlithike. A full-
moon hike with snow coveris the
nextbestthing todaylight.

And the lists goes on.
Everything from stargazing to

- snowshoeing toowl calling and

maple syruping — they are all great
winteractivities. Investigate the
possibilities. A place to startis your
local county conservation board.
Many have *“calendars of events™
that will help you enjoy the season.
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DISOIDEY Formmy et eing the warmn

can be a chore, just a part of dealing

with what we call the “winter blues.” =

But for some, the change in seasons
can bring on serious depression. -
ek _ “'-J"f_

~rr

“When you just can’t shake the blahs

| | with something that’s normally fun, and

_ R, T e ek it’s interfering with normal life,” you
el RS Ll | should visit with your health care
~ Seasonal Affective Disorder, or provider, said Dr. Judith Crossett, an
associate clinical psychiatry professor in

the University of Iowa Carver College
depression that begins to show its of Medicine.

SAD, is a subtype of major

symptoms in the fall and winter as
dee As symptoms begin to show as the

the days grow shorter, with no amount of daylight decreases, many
people have found exposure to light
helps their symptoms.

symptoms during the summer.
Changes in appetite and sleep

patterns, as well as increased “Just getting outside can help, walking
down to your mailbox. Any time you

irritability, are common can spend outdoors can help. Sunlight

symptoms. However, SAD is just works even if it’s overcast,” said
Crossett. “Get out and enjoy the winter
sports, just hearing the scrunch of snow
under your feet.”

more than “cabin fever.”

For those who work away from
windows, Crossett said light boxes that
simulate natural light are available, but
she also suggests walking in hallways
with large windows or in skywalks and
to get outside during breaks. Crossett
also suggests keeping a regular sleep
and exercise routine,
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Two lowans
Two Approaches

... In the City
[tbegan with justafew bird feeders,
thenitbecame almost an obsession—
causing this avid birder to fill. cleanand
maintain 16 backyard bird feeders.
Carolyn Fischer of Mason City
now feeds literally hundreds of birds. It
all started 1n 1984 after an injury

prevented her from her other hobby,

colf. In 1988, she boughta new home

16
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with a large porch. a bittersweet vine
and a backyard that backed up to
woods and a river — perfect for the
birds.

Her new neighbor was Rita
Goranson, who 1s also a passionate
birdwatcher. Soon the two of them
began the pursuit of feathery beings,
including inviting them to their
I‘HIL‘]\} ards with feeders.

Fischer s approach is to provide

multiple little tfeeding stations and

watering areas, with multiple types of

feeders. She attracts birds with heated
birdbaths and fills them frequently as

the water evaporates. She also touts

the importance ot having protected
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areas that provide a safe haven fron

predators, such as accipiters, the “bird

hawks.”

“Birds likea good hiding place. The
like cover in the winter,” Fischer sai
“It’sreally nice when an accipiter comes
through that the small birds hay
someplace to go.” With many shrubsii
the vard. birds have a place to hide whel
a sharp-shinned hawk or a Cooper :
hawk soars overhead seeking lunch

“Anyone canfeed birds,” she says

“It depends on how much you want 10

spend and how much time you have

After ime you learn what works. And

there are so many bird stores and feed
farm stores that carry a lot of feedes
and seed.”

During the winter, Fischer feeds
high protein black-oil sunflower seed
and Nyjer (niger) seed, along with Su¢

and peanuts. “I buy the rendered kidne

aul Her
lay las|
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Lowell Washburn

The secret to
successfully attracting
birds is to “Try one
thing. And, if it
doesn’t work, try
another,” according to
Carolyn Fischer, an
enthusiastic bird
feeder from Mason
City.

Below left: Downy
woodpecker at a suet
log and a cardinal,
the undisputed king of
winter plumage.

vet, and then putsuet pellets inholes in
'wooden log post,™ she said.

She justifies the expense, because
| rdfeeding is her hobby.

“llove feeding the birds, as well as
pingoutbirding. It's suchanadventure,”

I scher said. “Andit’s something you
¢ndo 365 days a year.

With winter birdfeeding, you're
ping for some of the northern species,
sch as the northern hawk owl that
lul Hertzel discovered on Valentine's
L1y last winter,” she said. Hertzel,
{ranson and Fischer fielded calls about
t > hawk owl, as birders from all over
t > state sought more information about
vaere to find this rare winter migrant.
(ce sidebar on page 22.)

“Some years, you see lots of
¢ lpolls, pine siskins and evening
gosbeaks. Inthe winter, it’s so quiet —

fture walksrightoveryou.”

...1n the Country
Troy Lust 1s a commodity grain

broker with a farm background. He's
used his farming savvy to help his
suburban neighbors lure in songbirds
by planting warm-season grasses and
sorghum on their acreages. But, like
many suburbanites, he has longed fora
place in the country.

For him, thatmeant buying a 340-
acre farmin Lucas County and bringing
the quail population back to health—a
project that has succeeded much faster
than he expected.

[njustayearand a half, two small
flocks or coveys have grown to six
coveys. Lust attributes a lot of his
success to working with
DNR private
biologist, HelgaMcDaniel.
He calls his farm “Helga's

lands

pride and joy,” as she has
put a lot of time and effort
intothe developmentof the
plan and 1s just as excited
as he 1s about the results.

The same strategy has
created food and cover for
other grassland birds such
as the threatened Henslow’s sparrow,
the loggerhead shrike and the bobolink
— which McDaniel has noticed
particularly onrevitalized farms.

To develop the plan, McDaniel

and Lustlooked at aerial photos of the
farm, figured out strategic places for

food and shelter to provide the most
help torquail.

Theresultant wildlife plan focused
on managing solid stands of
bromegrass thathad been in the federal
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
for 17 or 18 years.

‘There
McDaniel said.

conservation-oriented. and I take a

was no diversity,’
“I am very
holistic approach to farmmanagement.
The brome fields were so sod-bound,
that bumblebee-sized baby quail
couldn tmaneuver through the grass.
Cold, wet grassis the worstcombination
fortuzzy baby quail. Hypothermiacan

take its toll quickly.

“You've got

to have all the
componentsto
succeed: nesting
and brood-rearing
habitat, food plots,
and heavy, dense
cover for winter
and predator
survival,” says
Troy Lust.

"It takes three weeks after they
hatch before they can fly.” she said.
“During that time, they eat primarily
insects. A solid stand of one species,
like bromegrass, doesn’t produce many
insects or weed seeds, either. As far

as wildlife, it was less than optimal.™

Junuary/February 2006 @ lowa Copservationist | 7




Lust created a patchwork landscape, with To fix the problem, Lust killed
strips of brome, plantings of partridge pea
(right) and lllinois bundleflower, and
foodplots of sorghum. Next year he will
encourage bluebirds by adding houses on

the ridges.

strips of the bromegrass. “Once you
suppress the brome, it’s amazing how
much plantdiversity comes back. " he
added.

With food and
brood-rearing areas
created, Lustprovided
dense coverto protect
birds from winter
weather and pre-
dators. With the help
of the local Pheasants
Forever Chapter, he
constructed thickets
by partially cutting

down trees.

“It took about
four hours with a
chain-saw.” he said,

"It ssosimple, anyone

can do 1t.” Creating
brush piles near

existing woodland

Federal Help for .
Songbirds, Quail '

More information about the  orcall (315)281-5918 to contact d
continuous Conservation Reserve DNR biologist or forester. DNR
Program (CRP) is available at local ~ biologists like McDaniel, can help
USDA Farm Service Agency offices,  landowners attract more wildlife to
their acreages and farms.

“Youneedto look atyour property
and the others around you and see
what's missing.” McDaniel said. “All
animals need food, waterand shelter.

Now landowners throughoutlowa
canhelpprovide travel lanes andcritical
food and cover for these declining
species by converting part of a crop
field to abufferstrip. [t"s all about providing the missing

Participating landowners can elements ™

receive up to 90 percent of RO phes
establishment costs and a $100 per
acre sign-up bonus. Rental rates are

based on soil types.

Roger Hill

]. 8 Iown Conservatiomst ®  Januury/February: 20006
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live on the same ground,” Lust said,

areas, a technique called edge
feathering, is particularly attractive to
quail.

“l call it the softball technique,”
said McDaniel. “Forquail, you wantto
meet all their needs for food, cover,
water and brood rearing within the
distance you can throw a softball.”

Lust added that the ideal situation
torquatilis to provide overhead cover
with bare ground for travel lanes and
dust baths underneath, with food and
escape areas nearby

“It’s not often that we want to
encourage weeds to grow, but for
quail, common weeds like foxtail,
ragweed and button weed are a
prinl;u'_\. food source, " McDaniel said.

And when you manage for quail,
pheasants naturally benefit also.

“This area put to rest in my mind

that turkey, quail and pheasant can’t

DNR biologist Helga McDaniel preaches
diversity, as she checks the snow in this
sorghum foodplot for signs of success. It's all
about the mix -- planting shrubs and a mixture
of food sources to supply the ingredients
missing from many crop fields.

“asthey all have prospered together.”

He can’t wait until early summer
when he plans to bring his family outto
find young broods. He plans to watch
and listen for the adultquail, just sitting
quietly.

“Sitreally still. Waituntil the adults
calmdown. Thenyoucansee 1310 14
bumblebee-sized quail moving through

the w eceds.”

Protective thickets are easily
created when trees are “hinged"
several feet off the ground. The
fallen, but still partially living
trees, let in sunshine for vines,
shrubs and weeds to grow.

Egls%}:ftrlals

Food—Black-oil sunflowerseed
1s popular with many birds and works
in most feeders. Suet1s particularly
popular with woodpeckers. In the
country, youcan plantcorn, sorghum
oranother grainand leave itstanding
through the cold, winter months. For
an added attraction, plant trees and

shrubs that produce nuts or berries.

l »

Water — Streams, ponds and
ditches provide a year-round water
source 1n the wild, while clean
birdbaths pull birds to the backyard.
Abirdbath witharecirculating pump
inthe summerorasmall heaterin the
winter can entice birds that would
normally never visit your feeders.

Cover — Brushy areas,
evergreens or dense vegetation
provide places to hide and shelter
from winter storms.

—KG
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Public Photos by Clay Smith
Bird Watching areas

Inspired by his work onanational

wildliferefuge in Texas, park manager
Tim Gedler and his brother designed
and builtabird watching blind at Walnut
Woods State Park. Easily accessible
by car. the blind provides a wintry
feast for birds and birders alike near
Des Moines. It can be found northwest
of the park office, about halfway
through the park.

“The blind 1s a great way for

beginning bird watchersto see alotol

species, and. in the winter, a lot of

birds.” Gedlersaid. “It’saspectacleto
see 20 to 30 cardinals around the
feeders intheevening.”

Chickadees, cardinals, nuthatches.
juncos and goldfinches in their winter

plumage are common sights.

lowa Conservatiomst ® Junuary/February 2006

*This could be a good
winter for seeing common
redpolls, pine grosbeaks.
and white-winged and red
crossbills,” Gedler said.
Low production of
evergreencones inthenorth
may drive these finch
species to the Midwest as
they search for food.
Stop by during early
morning or near dusk for
peak numbers. The park is
open from4 a.m. to 10:30

p.m. and the feeders
are filled on Mondays
and Fridays.

For the ultimate
wintry bird watching
trip. try the bird blind
on the Macbride
Nature Recreation
Arealocated between
[Lake Macbride and
Coralville Reservoir in Johnson
County.

“Visitors can observe
mammalsandawide variety
of songbirds at about two
dozen feeders,” said
Jodeane Cancilla, director
of the Macbride Raptor
Project.

Volunteers stock the
feeders twice a day. seven
daysaweek. Hungry birds
go through about 350

pounds of donated seed every month.
Bird watchers can expect to see
**...lots of birds and lots of activity,
withmore red-breasted nuthatches than
usual this year,” Cancilla said.
*QOccasionally they’'ll see a raptor
zinging through foraquick snack.”
The blind is a small, unheated
building located in aquiet forested ared
near the Raptor Rehabilitation Center.
Visitors can also take a self-guided
tour through the rehab center, where
permanently injured hawks. owls and
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ither raptors are housed in 16 outdoor

} cages.

The recreation area 1s open from 9
L.m. o6 p.m.everyday, including holidays,
n the winter. Afterthe first snowfall, the
H‘oad tothe blind is closed to vehicles, but
lowed open for hikers and skiers. Ifa 10-

Ininute walk is too much, birders who
1eed help with accessibility should call
_ancillaat(319) 398-5495 several days
yefore their visit. ‘

Managed jointly by the University

| f Towa and Kirkwood Community
! “ollege, a map and directions to the
I'chab center and Macbride Nature
IRecreation Area can be found on the

1 : :
4 veb at www.macbrideraptorproject.org.

X % 1 Check locally for
e ity, county, state and federal nature
| I’ ind conservation centers that feature
ourd feeding stations.

| —KG
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ape - 8 lowa Bird Watching by Bill Thompson, 111
k' has great tips for attracting birds and
1ea discouraging pests.
it Check the Towa Ornithologists® Union’s

'|3 web site at www.iowabirds.org for checklists,

uios photos and a weekly rare bird alert.
et | lowa Audubon maintains lists of where rare

e
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Hawk

Story and photos by Lowell Washburn

Itcould have been the weather. Or
itmighthave beenalack of food; or just
anunexplainedurgetotravel. Whatever
the reason, lowans received a rare
treat last winter when a vagrant

northern hawk owl was discovered in
the north-central town of Manly. Since
this was only the second time the species
had been documented in the state, the
sighting created no small stir. The bird
quickly became the biggest thing tohit
thistownin ...well ...along, long
time.

Ovemight, thisquiet Worth County
community becamethedestination point
for birders from across the Midwest.

“Theexcitement thisbird generated
wasremarkable,” said Paul Hertzel, an
avid birder and instructor at Mason
City’s North Jowa Area Community
College. “I personally know of people
who came here from all across Iowa,
as well as from Wisconsin, Nebraska,

22 lowa Conservationist @ January/February 2006

Missouri, [llinois and Minnesota.

“Part of what made this possible for
somany people was that the bird stayed
so faithfully for so long in one little
place,” Hertzel said.

By the time I was able to travel to
Manly, thehawk owl had already been
inlowa’s birding spotlight for several
days. Arrivingintown, Ididn’tactually
look for the bird. I just looked for the
crowd. |

In almost less time than it takes to
tell, I spotted aclusterof birders huddled
behind spotting scopes and camera
lenses. I joined the group foran houror
s0, chatting and snapping photos.

The February weather was
extrerlnely bitter. Remembering the
nearby Casey’s General Store, I decided
to break for coffee. As I pulled in, I
noticed a couple of Wisconsin birders
thatI’d metupon firstarriving in town.
They were gassing up before heading
back to Madison. The excitement in
their-conversation left little doubt that
they werestill pretty revved overadding
the “new bird” to their lists.

Walking into the station,  headed
for the rest room. No deal. A line of
nine fidgeting people waited ahead of
me. _

I decided to grab that cup of hot
coffeeinstead. Again, nodeal. Allfour
pots were completely dry. A triptothe
donut rack proved better. I bagged a
pair of double chocolates.

Stepping tothe counter, I gotinline
behind four ladies. The women, it
turned out, were justarriving from Des
Moines. I told them the owl was
providing excellent viewing and they
were notably pleased by the news.

It was my turn at the register.

“Uh, did you realize that you’re out
of coffee?”’ I asked the clerk.

“Yes,” replied the obviously' '

ofthat bird. It’sbeen this way all week.

frustrated attendant. “Andit’s allbecause |

We just can’t keep up. People are |

driving fromalloverjusttolook atabird.”
“Canyouimagine?” she asked.

THE LAST SIGHTING of |

Manly’snorthern hawk owl was on April
2,2005. AccordingtoHertzel, the raptor

wasknowntohavebeenin WorthCounty |

forexactly 100 days. No one knows, of
course, how many peopleactually viewed
the owl, how many miles they traveled,
orhow muchmoney they spentalongthe
way. Itis also impossible to calculate

how much pleasure they received from

viewing this rare and unique wild bird.
But one thing is certain. Anyone
who came to view the owl should have

also come away with a sense of
amazementover the tremendous impact
thearrival ofasingle birdhad ononerural
[owacommunity.

Jay Gilliam of Norwalk (left) and
Greg Greimen of Garner
photograph the northern hawk owl.
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aleula Dan Schutte 1s just days into the
ed fy biggest challenge of his life.

1ld bin! That challenge 1s for the north
Anyor | I lowa native to successfully complete a

uldhe: | 1 3,500 mile bike ride whose path will

EI‘ISE ) traverse some of the most hostile terrain

s the South American continent has to

offer. Lundwunpclvuuur\\nHIHhWUdC

the windswept high-altitude plains of
Patagonia, the ultrachallenging trails
and backroads of the Andes mountain
range, and the grassy pampas of
northern Argentina. The ride will
ultimately terminate in the biologically
rich Paraguayan ecosystem known as
the interior Atlantic rainforest.

The physically grueling marathon
began January 6. The starting point
wasatCape Horn in Ushuaia, Argentina
whichis literally the southernmost city
onearth. Thernde will conclude around

mid-April in Paraguay’s San Rafael

Preserve. The purpose of the trek.
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said Schutte, 1s to raise funds and
increase global awareness forthe plight
of South America’srapidly diminishing
forestecosystems. (Schutte has studied
rainforest ecosystems in Central and
South America, and since 2003 has
served as a Peace Corps volunteer in
Paraguay.)

“Some of the areas we’ll be biking

are considered to be somewhat
dangerous. A lotof people back home
in lowa wonder why in the world I'm
doing this, or why anyone outside South
America should care about what
happens to the forests down here,”
said Schutte.
“I guess the short answer 1s that
while I"ve been working in Paraguay
as a Peace Corps
_ volunteer, I’ ve had
a firsthand
opportunity to
become exposed to
some of the world-
scaleenvironmental
and soc10-economic
problems thatexist
dCTOSS
South America.”
“What

come to realize 1s

['ve

that many of these
Issues (such as
large scale
deforestation) do

not justaftect me or

lain Clark of Ithaca, New York (left and opposite page) and Dan Schutte
of Clear Lake, lowa pause to enjoy the stark scenery of a Bolivian
mountain trail. The two cyclists toured the area earlier this year to
gauge the duo’s compatibility while undergoing the stress of physically

grueling conditions. Earlier this month, the pair launched a 3 1/2-month,

3.500-mile bike ride that will take them across some of South America’s

harshest terrain. The bikers will camp along most of the route, and plan

to subsist largely on a diet of beans, rice, tuna and oatmeal.

The purpose of this epic journey is to raise funds for the protection of
Paraguay’s San Rafael Forest Preserve. Rich in resident and migratory

birdlife, the forest is one of South America’s richest natural ecosystems.

During winter, birds from across North America migrate here to

capitalize on the region’s rich food supply, but not everyone appreciates

this natural paradise, and the region is being severely impacted by

commercial deforestation.

24

lowa Conservatiopist &  Japuary/February 2006

much of

the other people living in this part of the
world. Many of the things that go on
here directly affect people in America
and vice versa.”

“Therearelotsof examples. Every
single day, the United States imports
things like sugar, sesame and even soy

from the country of Paraguay. One of

my goalsisto have people start thinking
about where their food comes from
and how 1t was grown. Back home,
we criticize the farmer forcutting down
the raintforestbut then we turn around
and put that same farmer’s sugar on
our table and don’t even realize it.
That’s why [ think it’s so important to
globally raise the level of environmental
awareness toward major world
ecosystems. That s one of the main
reasons we decided to do the bike
ride.”

Planning tor the nde began early in
2004 when Schutte and fellow
volunteer, [ain Clark, discussed whalt
they would do when their Peace Corps
service ended. Both had a passion for
bike riding and were interested 1n a
“big ride.” Determined to achieve
something positive with thatride, they
eventually decided to turn 1t into a
fund-raiser for the San Rafael forest
system. The bikers then decided that
every penny raised during the ride
would go directly toward the

preservation of this unique ecosysten.

PARAGUAY " S SAN RAFAEL
FOREST PRESERVE isa world-

class, natural paradise. Dominated
by humid, subtropical (deciduous)
hardwood forest, the rugged landscape

supports an extraordinarily highlevel
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migrants fromNorth America. So far, around 10,000 acres of the

Orioles, tanagers, warblers,  San Rafeal forest have recently been

and others all flock to this  protected, and Schutte hopes to raise
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of Schutte and C

food-rich environment. It’s  funds to preserve an additional 5,000

.

no stretch to imagine that acres of this unique subtropical
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“The 1mportance of donationof just$210 will purchase or I

saving faraway habitats for  save 2.5acres of San Rafael’s Atlantic I

migratory birdlife seemstobe  forest habitat.

Yaround: | aconnection that people can Unfortunately, those seemingly

Ugar og easily make,” said Schutte.  reasonable land values have the ability
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e of biodiversity. Easily rankingasone ~ “One of the first things we did was to cut both ways. Those who wish to
of South America’s most significant ~ contact groups like The Nature slash and burn their way across the
examples of interior Atlantic forest,  Conservancy, World Wildlife Fundand  landscape can, of course, buy rainforest |
| the preserve is home to 11 globally  Birdlife Internationalto letthemknow — acreage for the same price. |
‘Af threatened bird species and 17 near ~ what we planned to do. Everyone was Consequently, the San Rafael region is |

globally threatened birds. Italsoharbors  extremely enthusiastic overtheconcept  becoming rapidly degraded as large
more Atlantic forest endemic bird  ofusingabikeride toraise awareness.  scale Brazilian ag interests clear forests
species thatany othersite in Paraguay. [t ended up that we'll be riding for —mainly for soybean production—to

During the winter months, local ~ Birdlife International, and they’ll be  the north while small independent
bird populations are bolstered by  managingtheland wehelptopreserve.”  farmers cut from the south.
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“When [ was back home (in [owa)
It was easy to read about people
destroying the rainforest and get mad
about that. Butnow I"ve actually been
working with the people who are doing
that and I see that they don"thave any
otheroptions. They re justpoor farmers
who get no help fromany government
programand are just trying to feed their
kids. Suddenly the simpleissuesbecome
very complicated. Itdefinitely changes
your perspective.”

“There are currently some very big
(global) i1ssues that we all need to be
aware of. Forexample. whether we all
wantto believe itor not. global climate

change is happening and those changes

will eventually affecteveryone. The
rapid deforestation of South America
contributes to that change and should

be aconcern of everyone everywhere.

“Of course, the preservation of

migratory and endemic birdlife 1s
obviously important, but there are much
deeper issues tied to the rainforest.
Loose the forest and you loose
biodiversity and impact global chimate
change. You also loose significant

supplies of fresh water. Cutting the

forest to gain a couple of years of

marginal farming isn’t the answer.
We're all in this together and that's the
message | want to come across back

home.™

Dan Schutte, 24, is a 1999 graduate of Clear Lake High School. He is a
graduate of North lowa Area Community College and graduated from
lowa State University where he double majored in biology and
environmental science. In 2003, Schutte joined Peace Corps. During
the past two years he has worked as a beekeeper in Paraguay, teaching
local citizens to capture and culture wild colonies of killer bees for
honey production. He has also worked with local residents to
encourage sustainable agricultural practices and worked with
Paraguayan students on environmental issues.
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Photo courtesy of Schutte and Clark
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By Lowell Washburn

Who can possibly measure the! talking
simple pleasures that wild birds bring] $10™
to our lives? | habita

Whetherit's the song ofan LH]SEL‘.IT:'_' surviv
warbler in spring, the iridescence birds ¢
splendor of an indigo bunting or lht’.“.'f Wi'“ﬂf
annual return of purple martins to their l b’eed“
aluminumbackyardcendos,wildbirdx{ condil
thrill our spirits and enrich the quali ;g..-_i esseni
of our lives in a way that truly is| SUcces
immeasurable. | mig

No matter where you live in lowa 1 (Upto
more than one-third of the birds tha) 1osi¢
will visitor nestin your backyard thi| forthe
summer are Neotropical migrants, /! SUcCes

'Neotropical migrants are birdsthat| attem;
nest and rear their young in Nnr:h!ﬂ; 1
‘America and then migrate to spend| tatws
the winter months in the tropical| habit
habitats of southern Mexico, Central| saving

America and South America. 1 diffic
It should alarm you to know that{ are so
populations of at least half of Nnnh{ Chre

- America’s 360 Neotropical bird-i spend
‘species are in decline. For somej ureas

species, the declines have been| Some

~ extraordinary. The total number of{ Warbie

midwestern bobolinks, forexample; lhesy
has declined a full 70 percent sincc that re
1966. Althoughno one can say withl Atlang

certainty why some species EII'E" howey

disappearing so rapidly, scientists] Wherg
suspect answers lie at both ends of{ comp;
| ;
the flyway. | Large
“What we do know is that (of u!l-‘ habita
the bird species that nest in Towa) at| ou
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Ileast one-third will travel to South
JAmerica. Consequently, whathappens

Jto habitats in South America suddenly

Ibecomes ahugeissue tous,” said Bruce

{Ehresman, a DNR wildlife diversity

jprogram biologist.
- “Regardless of whether you're
']tai king about bald eagles, warblers or

sshorebirds, protecting the wintering

{habitat for that species is crucial for
ssurvival. In order to be successful,
Ibirds don’t just need to survive the
'winter, they also need to arrive on the
Ibreeding areas in as good a physical
icondition as possible. That conditionis
ressential and largely determines nesting
isuccess. Since most Neotropical
imigrants are so small and travel so far
/(Up to half of the annual production is
‘lostduring the first migration.) it is vital
‘for those species of songbirds to have
'successful nesting during their first
(attempt.

“I'think if we take a long hard look,
| that we may find that preserving winter
' habitat acreage is equally important to
1saving breeding acres. [ know thisisa
(difficultissue tocommunicate, butthere
are some facts to support this,” said
{Ehresman. “Many species, forexample,
1 spend much more time on the wintering
;areas than on the breeding grounds.
'Some species, such as cerulean
-warblers, are very area-specific. During
' the summer, they nestovera large area
i that reaches from the Midwest to the

Atlantic seaboard. During winter,
'however, they travel to South America
‘where they concentrate into a
' comparatively small geographic region.
' Large scale logging of that particular
' habitat could literally wipe the species
1 out.

Lowell Washburn

Carl Kurtz

for protecting South

quickly. Intwo years £ o g
grasshopper sparrows. 3 \ T
In three years you get i

“Rightnow, I think
the greatest concernis

American forests. If
we lose grasslands, we 4
canreplace them fairly

Henslow’s sparrows back. But it
doesn’t work that way with a mature
forest. If we make a mistake there,
then it’s a very long-term mistake.”

Some scientists are comparing the
currentandrapid decline of Neotropical
birdlife to the DDT-era of the 1950s.
Some go so faras to call the decline “a
second Silent Spring.”

“I think that may be a very valid
comparison,”’ said Ehresman. “Some
people are accepting the fact that we’re
going to lose species. It’s arrogant to
think that way. To me, it’s just
irresponsible to not at least try and save
all the pieces. Everything has a
o : significance, even if we don’t fully
P — o) - understand what that significance is.”

The demise of the South American rainforest has a direct impact on
such lowa species as the bobolink (above), the peregrine (iop) and
scarlet tanager.
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leback mussels.

“We don’t know all

pimp
biologist Scott Gritters

(bottom right). He
admits it’s hard to stir

up interest in things
you cannot see.
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the factors affecting
mussels,” says DNR




Zebra mussels, prolific invaders,
attach to hard surfaces; often
native mussels which they out-
compete for food.

A summer afternoon of
“pollywogging” or searching for
musseis in lowa’srivers
unfortunately yields few if any for
researchers.

*“The future is pretty bleak.
Almost all mussel species
have been declining; even
the tolerant ones.”

Scott Gritters
DNR fisheries biologist




Like some fish, mussels can be reared in
cages (below), creating a predator-free
environment until they reach appropriate size.
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LOST AND FOUND:
HIGGINS'’ EYE DISCOVERED

Discovery of anendangered
Higgins’ eye pearly mussel this past
summer inthe Wapsipinicon Riveris
breathing life into efforts to
reestablish the rare clam on lowa’s
inland streams.

Biologists from natural resource
agenciesin lowa, Wisconsin,
Minnesota and I1linois, the U.S. Fish
& Wildlife Service and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, had
combed stretches of streambeds to
survey mussel variety and

lowa Conservationist ® January/February 2006

populations. They were
specifically interested in whether
intensive Higgins™ eye
reintroduction efforts over the last
five years would yield results.
Searchers were optimistic that
the 3-inch brown clam plucked from
10 feet of water in the Wapsi near
Central City mightbe a Higgins’
eye. However, genetic testing was
needed. “The genetic analysisis
complete and itis conclusive,”

- announced Iowa DNR fisheries

biologist Scott Gritters. “The mussel
from the Wapsi River was a
Higgins’ eye.” It was the first one
found in aninterior lowa
stream in more than 80 years.
It was found within oneriver
mile of the earlier release site.
The find is a strong
indication thathuman
reintroduction of the nearly
extirpated clam canbe
accomplished. Since 2001,

Fish play host to a part of the

adult (below), there must be

and heavy current.

Higgens’ eye’s life cycle. Biologist

. are culturing the endangered mussel
by inoculating walleye gills (bottom -
left) with glochidia, the larval stage.
As the Higgens’ eye reach a certain
age, they drop off the host fish and
colonize new areas, and from that
point are at the mercy of the water. If
they are to survive from young (left) to

hospitable habitat, away from siltation

researchers have released thousands

of host fish into interior streams, their
gillsinoculated with glochidia (the
larval stage of the mussel) extracted

from small, well-guarded stockpilés of

adult Higgins™ eyes. “We knew we
could ‘culture’ some in the protected
environment of underwater cages,
with known substrate. However, that
1s very laborintensive,” pointed out
Gritters. “Putting them into the wild,
though — with all the variables —is
awhole different world.”

Finding a needle in a haystack
would be fareasier than trying to
pinpoint the mussels. Atleast you can
see the haystack. Once the juvenile
mussels are attached to the gills of
their host fish (most often walleyes,
butalsoon smallmouthand
largemouth bass) they are at the

mercy of the water. As they reacha |

" ground
1 drilled,

certain age, they drop off the host
fish. If they are to survive and grow,
it must be in a hospitable habitat,
away fromsiltation and
heavy current. Even then;
they face heavy losses from
predation. “Wecan’t
control when and where
they will fall off,” Gritters
admitted. “Just to make it
through that gauntlet, like
this WapsipiniconRiver
mussel, isamazing.”

Researchers will be
back on the Wapsipinicon
and other potential Higgins
eye haunts later this year.
Gritters says they will spend
extra time in areas similarto
where they found the 2005
clam.
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i | MUSSELS AND CLAMMING
1S, they

(the - lowa’s freshwater mussels were
T‘?‘i‘d va major part of the booming
'pilt’\uf

\garment trade at the turn of the 20™

{Century. It was an industry that

"kl \exploded and then faded, tied

S5 yclosely to availability of the resource,

i Land later, the development of

Qo |petroleum-derived plastics. Perhaps

Wil Jit is ironic, as the global scramble to

S~y jﬁnd more oil, stabilize prices and

iseek alternatives, obsesses us in the

tack iﬁrst years of the next century.

10 Early inthe 1900s, half of all

0ice  Sbuttons made in the United States were

el yproduced from freshwater mussels.

sof  JBuyers broughtin mountains of

Ve, imussels from the Mississippi, Ohio and

Tennessee river corridors and their

: sinterior streams. Workers punched out

ol Ibutton “blanks’ fromthe shells to be

sl jground to proper thickness, haveeyes

my.  ddrilled, and be polished before being

: isewn on to button cards or shipped to

INew York’s garment manufacturers or

totherdestinations. In Minneapolis, for

rexample, Munsingwear featured

IMcKee's “clam buttons” on their long

sjohns. )

. Bellevue, Guttenberg, McGregor
sand Dubuque were big players, but the

~ ledpital of the pearl button universe was
IMuscatine, home of the McKee Button

. ICompany. “Atone time, we had a

- lcouple thousand people working for

s, recalls Ted McKee. The 78-year-

~ lold grandson of founder James S.

McKee. The younger McKee began

thelping at the factory after school in

ithe late 1930s and early 1940s, going to

work full-time in 1953. “There were 50

ito 100 companies making buttons —

IAutomatic Button, Hawkeye Pearl

IButton, U.S. Pearl Button, Rhonda

Wwe

Button Companies,’ herecalls. “I
think every garage had somebody
sellingblankstous.™

Clammers ran their flat-bottom
wooden boats over mussel beds.
Crowfoot bars and brailling hooks
trailed beneath, snagging mussels.

Clammers would separate by size and
species. Theright shells broughtalittle

more as they negotiated with the
buttoncompanies. “A good cutter
could produce 200 gross of blanks a

week. They all worked at piece rates,”

remembers McKee.
“We were making

150,000t0200,000

Photos courtesy of the State Historical Society

One cutter (top) could produce 200 gross of blanks, or 28,800 a week.
Factory workers sit atop a mound of "punched" shells like those at left.

gross a week. It was pretty steady
work. We had one big steam engine
that ran the whole factory.”

In 1916, U.S. manufacturers
punched out40 million gross of
buttons. By then, the heavy demand
was depleting the supply of mussels.
The industry, several universities and
the federal Bureau of Fisheries
established aresearch laboratory at
Fairport, near Muscatine. Among its
many projects were attempts to
“culture” or grow and stock large

quantities of mussels to help supply the

-

button industry. The desired results
never surfaced, due to a variety of
hurdles. However, much of the early
understanding of mussel life stages and
research intointroduction is being used
today, as scientists look for ways to
stem plummeting populations.
Following World Warll, the
proliferation of plastic caught up with

the pearl button industry. Buttons could

be made faster and cheaper from
petroleum extracts. McKee sold its last
pearl buttonsin 1957.

—JW
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Snitting out the truth
on odor in lowa

Story by Brian Button
Photos by Clay Smith
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Ot‘the five senses. smell is

Iperhaps mostcomplex. It gives 80
jpercentof the flavor sensation during
eating, whichexplains why kids hold
itheir noses while taking medicine. As
jpart of our defenses, the olfactory
system can alert us to irritants, vet
wuring breathing, only 10 percent of
unhaled air pus;cs underolfactory
receptors in the top and rear of the
masal cavity. When properly sniffing,
ithatamountdoubles.

“There s breathing. and then
ithere'ssmelling,” says Ted Petersen,
sharing the finer points of the not-so-
elamorous task of investigating
wgricultural odors. Forthree years he
was one of 35 specialists trained to
wread odor levels under a study that
©ended this past November. although the
State continues to monitor hydrogen
sulfide andammonia.

Petersen, in his office south of

downtown Des Moines. lifts a Magic
Marker-sized pen filled with precise
amounts of n-butanol, a volatile
chemical which gives off a sweet odor,
and places it under the nostrils of Bill
Gibbons, another specialist. Both are
taking monthly smell sensitivity tests to
hone olfactory senses and determine if
theirnoses are overly sensitive or
under-performing due to allergies or
colds. By noon, Petersen will head into
the humid air to sample odors ata
confinement filled with 2,500 nursery-
sized pigs on a hot, hazy July day.

Petersen holds anumbered pen
underthe nostril of Gibbons, whois
blindfolded by athick black mask. “All
right Bill, are youready? Pen one,
sniff,” says Petersen as Gibbons takes
four. short sniffs. Two more pens. both
blanks with no odor, are passed
beneath his snifferbefore Gibbons
reports pen one has an odor.,

-

Petersen marks the answer, picks
up a second of 14 pens with varying
degrees of odor intensity and repeats
the process. “The whole goal is to tell
which pen s the n-butanol pen,” says
Petersen. Sounds easy, butitisn’t.
Some odors are virtually non-detectable
to help identify unusually sensitive
noses. “We will see where he first
starts to detect odor. We'll know
because he will start to nail them
correctly. He will getdetects,” says
Petersen, who notes test patterns vary
to ensure staff cannot learn the test.

Once inhaled, odors waftover 10
to 25 millionolfactory cellsina
membrane packed withciliaand
receptors that total 3 square
centimeters of surface area. The
mucous-covered ciliatrap chemicals
and create an electrical nerve response
in the brain. This takes 500
milliseconds.

-
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[tis asplit-second response, but it property line. Each test has rules for minute, nasal passages are refreshed.

took three years to gatherenough data  distances toroads. property lines and Filtered airalso helps check for leaks
to complete the study, resultingin tall structures like trees and buildings, or bad seals.
nearly 1,800 statewide readingsathog,  which can affect airflow. As a further “I"ve never had anybody get real
chicken, turkey, beefand dairy farms.  accuracy check, some tests were mad, but they are concerned,” says
Some are inresponse to complaints, done by two inspectors. Gibbons, reflecting upon past
but most, like a scheduled trip to ahog Using anolfactometer, which has inspections. He says producers
confinementlater today are routine arubber cup to seal around the nose usually tagged along to see how the
inspections. Nearly 120readingshave  and green and red lights to indicate if test was done which also shows the
shown high odorlevels, including one inhaling too fast or slow, statf control scientific methodology used.
taken a third of a mile from the source. how much airis filtered by the Gibbons once tested when
Complaintreadings weretypically ~ activated charcoal canisters. Often chicken manure was spread on fields.
taken at a public area like a home, onsite for 20 minutes or longer, staff “It was a pretty strong, constant
school orbusiness. Routine testsduring  canbecomedesensitizedtoodors,but  odor,” he says, adding that chicken
inspections were done onsite near a by breathing pure, filtered air for one manure has a lot of ammonia. “It was

Ted Petersen (below) prepares to check odor levels near a
lagoon of hog manure. The lagoon uses a biocover, made
from a layer of straw, over the manure. Microbes in the straw
feed on carbon, nitrogen and sulfur compounds to reduce
odor. Bill Gibbons' smell sensitivity Is tested using a variety
of odor-filled "pens.”
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cken
“Tt was

awarmday, the wind blowing in my

face. It was an ideal scenario and a

. good opportunity to take readings™ in
‘response to a hotline complaint. He
.detected odor at both a seven and 15
‘partdilution with filtered, odorless air.
If staff could detect odor after that
'muchdilution—the typical thresholds
‘used by many states and cities — that
s astrong odor. Yetunder the study,
'no action is taken against the odor
source, which was done solely to
.collectdata. The final study report
‘willbe completed by February and
|provided to the legislature to aid

decision makers indetermining if any
future rules are necessary.

Odorstrength varies depending
upon temperature, humidity and wind
levels, says Gibbons. “I've had days
where I thought I would get areading
and didn’t, and other days where I did
unexpectedly.”

His sensitivity testcomplete,
Petersen heads out to inspect a manure
storage lagoon and check odor at a
Warren County farm with 2,500 pigs.
Eldon Sanderson, the owner, walks
from his office and greets Petersen.
Sanderson’s pigs arrive when they are
17daysold, and in six
weeks, the pigs will grow
to 35 pounds, leaving after
eating 56 tons of feed.
Their manure is stored ina

pit beneath the
confinement. When full, a
plugispulled and the slurry
flows into the concrete-
lined lagoon whichis
covered by a thick straw
layerto help reduce odor.
Petersen inspects the
lagoon, which passes due
toample storage and
structural integrity. “This
farmis always well run
and clean,” says Petersen,
who has inspected itin the
past. Next comes the odor
test.

Petersen refreshes his smell
sensitivity by breathing filtered air.
The olfactometer will then dilute
odorous air 7 to 15 times — a
common benchmark for detecting.

Petersentries finding wind
direction, which s light, sporadic and
variable. First he walks in the 90
degree heat under full sun to the
southern property line. By tossing
puffy dandelion seeds into the air, and
watching them gently carry north, he
determines a slight southerly wind, so
he hikes to the opposite. north end of
the property line, takes distance
readings using his hand-held global
positioning system to pinpoint his
location. Here, downwind of both the
confinementand the manure pit, he
places the olfactometer to his face.
He detects no odor at either seven or
15 dilutions, carefully takes wind
speed data using another hand held
device and logsitall.

Ifhighlevels were found, another
reading taken at least
|5 minutes later, but
withinan hour, must
also have detectable
levels. Thenupwind
readings find
background levels.

With sweatdripping, his tests
done, he will enter the results into a
database at the office. Tomorrow he
may get an emergency call like a
chemical or petroleum spill or conduct
airemission inspections at an industrial
facility. But the diverse tasks and fast
pace keeps his work day lively. And
for [owans concerned about rural air,
his tasks today helped gauge its quality
and complete the state’s odor study.

Brian Button is an air quality
information specialist for the
department in Des Moines.
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Story by J osh Shipman
Photos by Clay Smith

The area once known to locals in Warren County as
Banner Wildlife Area or Banner Pits has undergone a
transformation into lowa’s newest state park, Banner

-Lakes at Summerset State Park.

Located just off of Highway 65/69 south of Des
Moines, the park offers trout fishing. bicycle trails and
multiple picnic areas, as well as an adjacent shooting
range. The scenic 222-acre landscape of the park
includes multiple fishing lakes, atwo-mile paved bicycle
loop, connecting with the 12-mile Summerset Bike Trail.
three restrooms and ample parking all located in the
history-rich area— an easy travel from Iowa’'s most

populaceccity.

HISTORY

The landscape development at Summerset State Park
dates back to the early 1930s when the area was being
prepared for, according to a 1932 Des Moines Tribune
article, the “largest strip mining operation to take place in
Iowa.” The article continued, “The coal — an unusually
good grade of the [owa product — could not be mined in
the ordinary way because of the poor ‘roof” and the
proximity of the four-foot vein to the surface. It is
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covered by about 40 feet of earth and shale. asked
“In order to get to the coal, it is necessary to dig a aperso
‘young Panama’ canal 115 feet wide at the top and 80 | [0the]

Banner Lakes at Summerset State Park was once
a wildlife management area offering hunting,
fishing and target shooting. It is now lowa's
newest state park and is quickly becoming a
popular recreational destination.
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feet wide at the bottom.” In the years following the coal
mining operations, several pits filled with water leaving the
lakes that are found in the park today.

~ In1954, the lowa Conservation Commission purchased

| the 222-acre setting as a wildlife management area. As a

. managementarea, Banner was open for fishing, hunting

- andeventually, a shooting range. However, because of

rj limited patrol access, the area was an easy target for a

variety of rogue activities.

- Withinthelast several years, the Department of

| Natural Resources was looking for a place to build a new
park. Summerset was a prime choice for a variety of

reasons. The land was already owned by the state and

-II needed increased patrol, as well as clean up. It was also

|ﬂ located inexcellent proximity to a sizeable percentage of

| the state’s population and easily visible and accessible from

!i one of the states busiest highways (16,000 cars per day).

u Forthose reasons, among others, new park planning

| resulted.

-

|l‘-|_

?numnn THE PAAK

| A contest was held to give the new state park a name

JJ as apart of the region’s transformation. The public was

- asked to suggest a name based on four different categories:

ﬁ aperson’s name (who has made a significant contribution
to the Iowa state park system or preservation of lowa's
natural resources), historic events (related to the area).

B place or feature (related to the area). or indigenous people
-and/or cultures (related to the area). After receiving 180
entries from around the state, acommittee of diverse

' professional backgrounds had to make a decision.

Summerset Trail runs from Indianola to
Carlisle and connects to the two-mile park road,
making it a popular with walkers, runners
and bikers (top). Fishing in either of the two lakes
has always been popular — even more so now
with the winter stocking of trout in the larger of
the two lakes.

January/February 2006 @ lowa Conservationist 39
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The two most popular entries submitted were (with
moderate variation) Banner, based largely upon a want to
keep the area familiar in name and Summerset, relating the
area to both the adjacent Summerset Trail (connecting the
towns of Indianola and Carlisle) as well as the former
community once located close to the new park.

After discussion, it was decided the park would be
called Banner Lakes at Summerset State Park,
incorporating the history of the area to the location while at
the same time giving it a sense of something new.

HGTIVITIES

Iowa’s newest state park offers a variety of activities
attractive to many different interests. For those who enjoy
fishing, Summerset features two lakes, both having boat
ramps and docks with ample parking near each. The larger
of the two lakes is stocked several times a year with trout,
making Summerset the only location in central lowa where

angling for that species is possible. The initial stocking .
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takes place in the fall, when water temperatures are
suitable for trout, followed by several others during the
colder months of the year, making ice fishing a popular
sport at Summerset. The lake reaches temperatures too
warm during the summer to sustain much of a trout
population but features an array of other fish species
including bass, bluegill, black crappie, red ear sunfish,
channel catfish, carp and buffalo. These particular fish are
found in both lakes and can be caught year round.

40 lowa Conservationist ® January/February 2006

picnic tables. Those

Bicycling is another popular activity at the
Summerset. The Summerset Trail, which runs from
Indianolato Carlisle along the edge of the park, connects
to the two-mile loop of park road. The park is about
halfway between the two towns making it a wonderful
rest area for riders, or a scenic addition of a couple miles.
The utility trail in the park is often used not only by
bicyclists, but by
walkers and joggers,
too.

The park also
features a variety of
places to picnic.
Multiple areas
throughout the park
have parking and

picnicking can enjoy
scenery from lakeside,
woods or prairie. The

Banner Shooting Range,
which is adjacent to
the park, is set to
undergo renovation
‘this year. The range
remains open, however
hours vary depending on
the season. To check
range hours, go to
www.iowadnr.com/law/
ranges.html, or call
515-961-6408.
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areas are wonderful for a family picnic, a rest stop
while bicycling, jogging or walking, or just as a place to
sit and enjoy the beautiful surrounding environment.
Another area of interest is the shooting range
adjacent to the park. The range is owned by the DNR
but is not a part of the park. The shooting range is
open for select hours and features pigeon throwers for
trap shooting, as well as target shooting forrifles,
shotguns and handguns. The range is currently looking
atrenovations. In the future, a concessionaire may run
the range, offering a variety of convenience items for
shooters as well as bikers, anglers and other visitors.

HGILITIES

Currently, two non-modern rest rooms are located
in the park. The first can be found at the main parking
lot at the entrance to the park. The second is located
on the backside of the park at the entrance to the
shooting range, just off the Summerset Trail. A
portable rest room is available near the boat ramp at
the larger of the two lakes, while a permanent non-
modernrest room is under construction.

Asofnow, noshelterbuildings are available at
Summerset State Park, however the idea is currently a

subjectof discussion.

lowa features many beautiful parks full of beauty
and unique scenery. Many of them have individual
characteristics that set them apart from others. While
the flora and fauna is sometimes similar at many of the
parks, the characteristics of the land always seem to
make them unique. Banner Lakes at Summerset State
Park is noexception in that the coal mining operation
that took place nearly three-quarters of a century ago
has left the area with steep rolling hills and deep lakes
that look like no other park in the state. Rich with

 history, directly related to the physical appearance of

Summerset, the park is a must visit for all who can.

Josh Shipman is the park manager ar Lake
Ahquabi State Park and oversees management of
Banner Lakes at Summerset State Park.

Wayne Lonning

By Alan Foster

The first stocking of trout in the larger of the two
Banner lakes drew scores of onlookers — and even o
more anglers. And in the year since, the traffic of e
anglers in search of some winter trout angling has done =
nothing but grow.
But while Banner Lakes is the only trout fishery in
central Iowa, it isn’t the only one in the state. A trio of
lakes in the north-eastern corner of the state has been
providing winter trout fishing for years.
Blue Pit is a 10-acre lake in Mason City, south of
Highway 18 on Pierce Avenue in Lester Milligan Park.
It has a handicapped-accessible fishing pier for use
during open water and is surrounded by a paved trail.
North Prairie Lake is an 8-acre lake located on the
south edge of Cedar Falls, just east of the intersection
of Hudson Road and Viking Road.
Heritage Pond, in Dubuque, is a 10-acre lake
situated just west of the Highway 3/52 and Rupp
Hollow Road intersection. It has a handicapped-
accessible dock for use during open water conditions.

Along with the various trout streams in northeast
lowa, four lakes — including Banner Lakes in
Central lowa — offer winter trout fisheries.

January/February 2006 » lnm_u Conservanonist 4 l
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lowa's County
Conservation
rhaps the greatest impact Office within the lowa Bourd SYStem Turns |

lowa’s county conservation Conservation Commission

board system has had during agreed.
1ts SO-year existence is the creation “County conservation
of its environmental education boards are the leaders.
program. Those closely associated They were involved way
with the program believe it more before the state ever
valuable than the 160,000 acres thought about
acquired, or the 53 nature centers conservation education
built, or the parks or cabins or and the credit goes to by Mick Klemesrud

shelters. their staff. They are

“It’s the real jewel of the educated people who are '
y__» _'I S lowa’s county
program,  said Don Brazelton, up to speed with all that conservation board
executive secretary of the lowa 1S 2oIng on in their system holds more
Association of County Conservation areas, Dermand said. than 160,000 acres

Boards. Another important of land in public
ownership, such as
Story County’'s 620-
acre Skunk River

Greenbelt (above).

Steve Dermand, directorforthe  feature 1s the way the
[.ee County Conservation Board lowa county conservation

from 1978 to 82, and past liaison board system 1s set up.

with the Conservation Activities The County Conservation

42 oy



.aw provided an outline and a set of less rural as the population is shifting

aws, butrequired voters in each to regional, more urban centers.
ounty to decide if they wanted a Within the next 50 years, lowa will
onservation board or not. The first have even less direct connection to the
vear, 1956, votersin 16 counties land. The county conservation boards
ipproved creating conservationboards.  are each assessing their needs for the
Juring the nextelectioncycle, 1958, future to address this shift to a more
nother 34 counties approved creating  urban/suburban population and fewer
onservation boards. And on it went. people living on the farm. Boards are
ocal officials working with local looking for opportunities and what
sitizens to promote outdoorrecreation.  challenges these changing

Many states have tried to emulate this

demographics present.

system, but none can match it.

“We think we are the best locally
vased conservationrecreation system
in the nation — statewide — and that
lowans should be proud of what the
legislature did 50 years ago.” said
Brazelton.

During the early years, the focus
was on creating parks — camping and
picnicking —because money was

wailable for those pursuits. Overthe
years, the funding has evolved and so
has the focus. The Wildlife Habitat
Stamp., Marine Fuel Tax, lowa
Department of Transportation and
Resource Enhancement and Protection
REAP). to name a few, all have
specific grants available for specific
projects.

“Itis aneat system and unique to
lowa,” Dermand said. “The quality of
the professional people inkey positions
inevery county; that1s what made it

00,

m Board

Overthe years, improvements in

funding, professionalism and

Lonservatid

coordination have all made an impact.

Ly

Boards worked toestablish trails. and

access to hunting land and streams;

of Polk Cm

county parks were created and refuge

sg
g !

areas established.

COUTte

lowa has changed a lot over the

last 50 years. The state is becoming

Photos

“The continual challenge is to
continue to provide quality programs
and facilities to achanging public,™
Brazelton said.

Formore information about
lowa’s county conservation boards

visit http://george.ecity.net/iaccb/

welcome.html

Mick Klemesrud is an information
specialist with the department in Des

Moines.

Lori Foresman-Kirpes (above) and Lewis Major (below), both with the
Polk County Conservation Board, are two of many county naturalists
around the state providing conservation education to lowans.




OR staring at THE SUN

1 Da
It’s a great time for Iowans to be “looking up” for their fa;
energy needs. A
the fami)
-
1l
Youdon'thear “tropical island™ and “lowa™ uttered in the same sentence tostead
very often. But there 1s one thing we have in common with the island state of I; _
Hawail—and that’s our high potential to produce solar power. ; |
lowa is blanketed by sunlight 60 percent of the time, and the National ¥
Renewable Energy Laboratory classifies much of the state as a*“Very Good™ 1
solar resource (on par with Hawaii), while the rest of the state 1s “*Good.™ -
Now, couple that with the fact that solar electric systems have become o inlic
more reliable, etficient and (mostimportantly) cheaper in recent years than ever.,
It's become more practical than ever for lowans to look up to the sun.. . . for 7]
energy, ol course. overed
¢ P'ro
Solar 101 o
Most people know that solar electric systems (also called photovoltaic, or oD
PV, systems) harness the sun’s energy and convert it into usable electric _ ﬁ.
cnergy. What's SUrprising o some, lhnli;;h. 1S the fact that solar POWCET Can be o K
stored. Nearly all systems are available with storage batteries, meaning you can |
use the sun's powereven when it' s not shining. Another surprising factis
advancements in solar technology have made 1t possible to produce power with >
only marginal sunlight. N
PV systems come 1n an array of shapes and sizes to meet most needs. oF;

Some solar panels are integrated into the roof as solar shingles, making the solar
system almost disappear into the design. Other systems, such as solar-powered
window awnings and car ports, are even more pragmatic in that they provide
clean power while providing shade. Still others are meant to be seen. This way.
they not only serve as a power source, but as an educational piece as well.

Solar systems are not only good for the economy, but because they use

Phisties couriesty of the Natianal Renswible Enerey Labarutory



heir

joftom Left: PV systems can help
family or business get through an
nexpected power outage or
rovide power to places the utility
rid does not reach.

Jpper Left: This solar electric
ystem, integrated into an awning
wver a back porch in California,
ienerates electricity while shading
e family's outdoor activities.

enewable and clean sources for energ)
1stead of coal or petroleum products,
iey help the environment. Solar power
roduces noemissions, so itdoesn’t
arm the air we breathe. In fact, solar
nergy can actually offset emissions
rom other power sources when it’s
sed in lieu of older, pollution-producing
ystems to meet peak demand.
[f 1.000 acres of lowa land were
overed with solar panels. it would:
® Provide enough electricity for
[ 1,000 homes.
@ Displace the consumption of
-38.480 tons of coal per year.
® Keep $510.9 million from being
xported from lowa to pay for fossil
uels
® Avoid 1.2 million tons of carbon-
lloxide emissions per year.
® Ensure dollars stay in the state to
irculate in lowa’s economy instead of
)eing spentelsewhere to import energy

CSources.

yolar & You

How can you buy into solar power?
Lapping 1nto solar may be easier and
heaper than you think. Solar power
an power a campsite, charge a satellite
hone, energize aremote cabin and
ffsetrising energy bills. It's available in
\number of applications and is viable in

Lvariety of settings. To learn more

about technol Ty 1es. see The Sq lar

[,il'L'aI_‘x le sidebar above.

The Bottom Line on Solar
With energy and electrical prices
soaring, now 1s a great time to look at
solar power as anenergy-saving
alternative. Notonly do the systems

look better and work more efficiently

-

For more information, visit www.solarmidwest.org

than ever before, but, thanks to
technological improvements and
government funding, they are also

more atfordable. As you can see,

solar power 1s the one instance where

It’s okay to “look at the sun.™

Kelley Myers is a program planner

with the department.

January/February 2006 ® lowa Conservationist
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Gregory J Kuhimann
Jack Theiler
Kevin Oetken
Larry Dorenkamp
Jerry Jones
Bob Rinderknecht
Jason Strelow
Aaron McKinney
Ken Rick

. |BOW, TYPICAL
|
Jason Henle
Richard Martin
Nathan P Stiens
Doug Ericson
Peter DeJardin
|| Mark Adam -
Olin Bontreger
Shad Derby
Will Roling
Derek Wilkerson
Steven V Hansel
Darrin Pelland
JRMiller
Brandon Sickels
. Brian Barkey
1x William Bump
Jason Jones
Thomas Cinadr
Mark Wilson
Phillip L Rich
Kevin Muehlenkamp

~1
|
|
|
|
|
i
[
|
[
!
|
|
|
|
|
|
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
[
|
|
|
|
I
i
|
|
!
I
|
|
|
|
I
|
I
|
|
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

- TimMcDonough
Tim Hackett
Michael E Kalkwart
Jason W Hempey

| Minimum Qualifying Score - 155 pts

Earlham

Lake City

Uniondale, PA
Keystone
Des Moines
Tracy
Burlington
Bloomfield
Bloomfield
Donnellson
Decorah
Monona
Grinnell
Wellman
Waterloo
Bellevue
Peosta
Des Moines
Monmouth
Mason City
Leon
Chelsea
Dunkerton
Fort Dodge
Vinton

Minimum Qualifying Score - 135 pts

Indianola
Mount Pleasant
Hopkins
Humeston
Chetek, WI
Farmington
Cincinnati
Sioux City
Delhi

Adel
Dubuque
lowa City
Ida Grove
Bridgewater
Clarinda
Panora
Ankeny
Davenport
Milo
Chariton
Dubuque
Monticello
Oakland
Otley
Sioux City

County
Taken

Dallas
Calhoun
Jefferson
Benton
Polk
Mahaska
Des Moines
Davis
Davis

Van Buren
Winneshiek
Allamakee
Jasper
Washington
Clayton
Dubuque
Dubuque
Madison
Jackson
Cerro Gordo
Decatur

BT ELGE
Hamilton
Benton

Warren
Henry
Taylor
Wayne
Winneshiek

Lucas
Plymouth
Delaware
Dallas
Clayton
Johnson
Greene
Adair
Page
Guthrie
Guthrie
Cedar
Warren
Lucas
Jones
Jones
Pottawattamie
Marion
Woodbury

Total
Score

220
216
213
203
200
197
192
191
190
190
189
189
186
185
183
182
181
180
180
178
178
178
177
177
175

179
175
174
173
173
172
172
172
171
171
169
168
168
166
165
165
165
165
164
163
163
162
162
162
162

6/8

4/8
o/8
6/8

7/8
5/8
7/8

2/8

6/8
5/8
7/8
1/8
7/8
5/8
6/8
6/8
6/8
7/8
1/8
6/8

7/8
2/8
1/8
7/8
1/8
6/8
6/8
2/8
5/8
1/8
2/8
4/8

7/8
6/8
6/8
4/8
2/8

6/8
5/8
3/8
2/8

Year

2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2002
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004

2003
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2003
2004
2003
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004

Name

MUZZLELOADER,NONTYPICAL
Minimum Qualifying Score - 170 pts

*Mark Hautt North Liberty
*Cale Plowman Douds
*Wayne Nelson Madrid
Tom A McMurrin Walker
Steven Larson Decorah
Steve Noonan Central City
James Norris Diagonal
Randy Albers Goodell
Mark O Brien Atlantic
Kevin Lee Stoa Polk City
MUZZLELOADER, TYPICAL

Minimum Qualifying Score - 150 pts

City

*Henry Kollbaum Movilie
Jason Orendorff Lineville
Rob Bain Van Meter
Dennis Freese Charles City
lan Goldsmith Earlville
Arlo McKenzie Chariton
Janet L Teten Sidney
Howard Yoder Bloomfield
William Armstrong Mount Ayr
Dean A DeVore West Bend
Randy Templeton Blue Grass
Mike Zoellner Shelby
Matt Rosenbaum lonia

Jerry Ehler Kellogg
Glenn Pauly Peosta
Doug Murray Silver City
Blake Carver Salem
Jordan Bailey Earlham
Dick Paul Red Oak
Tony Seivert Everly
Jeremy Beeson Anthon
Kyle Klaren Earlville
Blake Carver Salem

Ron Lochner Ely

Randy Manuel Swan
PISTOL,NONTYPICAL

Minimum Qualifying Score - 170 pts

No entries

PISTOL, TYPICAL

Minimum Qualifying Score - 150 pts
*Jeff Brownfield

*Bob Wiley

Blanchard
Clarence

X denotes a crossbow take

County

Taken

Johnson
Van Buren
Boone
Linn
Howard
Linn
Ringgold
Hancock
Cass

Polk

Woodbury
Wayne
Monroe
Chickasaw
Delaware
Lucas
Fremont
Davis
Ringgold
Wapello
Des Moines
lowa
Chickasaw
Jasper
Clayton

Pottawattamie

Jefferson
BEVELR

Montgomery

Clay
Woodbury
Delaware
Jefferson
Linn
Marion

Page
Muscatine

Total
Score

218 1/8
210 1/8
207 4/8
192 2/8
186 4/8
182 4/8
179 3/8
175 3/8
171 7/8
170 6/8

176 6/8
174 4/8
170 5/8
170 3/8
170 1/8
168 6/8
165 6/8
165 5/8
164 6/8
164 4/8
164

163 5/8
163 2/8
162 4/8
160 2/8
158 5/8
158 4/8
158

157 1/8
156 6/8
156

155 6/8
155

154 4/8
154

173 5/8
158 4/8

2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2005
2004
2004
2004

2005
2000
2005
2004
2004
2005
2004
2003
2005
2004 s
2004
2004
2002
2004
2004
2004
2002
2004
2004
2003
2004
2004
2003
2004
2005

2004
2005




Name City
SHOTGUN, NONTYPICAL
Minimum Qualifying Score - 170 pts
Philip G Kooima Rock Valley
Matt Lansing Calmar
Jason Vickerman Albia

Mike Bauwens lowa City
David Piatz Onamia, MN
John Matlock Ottumwa
Shane Heywood Council Bluffs
Russ C Amundson Boone

Gary Young Coon Rapids
Joey | Nachtman La Motte
Bruce Heishman Norway
Gene Hegwood Knoxville
Bill Goodrich Chapel Hill, NC
Brian Hennefeld Knoxville
Jeff Scieszinski Tyndall, SD
Brad Herrmann Evansdale
David Kirkland Cinsinnati
Brad Bergan Strawberry Point
Andrew Miller Urbandale
Robert Pranger Waterloo
PhilHommer Milo

Todd VandeNoord Van Meter
Joseph Schmitz Waterloo
Russell Coffey Oskaloosa
Matt Steinke Gibson
Frank Cogdill Dunlap
SHOTGUN, TYPICAL

Minimum Qualifying Score - 150 pts
Rod & Curt Livesay Mt Sterling
Dan L Post Albia

Kirk Wicks DeSoto
Dennis Kommes Exira

Adam D Young Cascade
Tanner Schwab Shell Rock
Kevin Hatch Sac City
Steve Kahi Malvern
Eric Boles Grand River
Dennis M Adam Fairfield
Robert De Joode Knoxville
Bruce A Sanburn Mitchellville
Ed Olson Sioux City
Rod Scheuermann Scranton
Gary Killion Laurel

Dave Squire Lacona
Stan Corbin Wadena
Ron Richards Eddyville
Lauren Terpstra Oskaloosa
Mike Anliker Harlan
Shawn Lochner Marion

Bob L Crawford Polk City
Richard Ehlts Donnelison
Matthew J Breiner Sherrill
Andy Rogers Fairfield

45

County
Taken

Lyon
Fayette
Monroe
Johnson
Lucas
Wapello
Mills
Decatur
Guthrie
Jackson
Poweshiek
Marion
Van Buren
Clarke
Monroe
Black Hawk
Appanoose
Clayton
Madison
Lee
Warren
Madison
Fayette
Mahaska
Mahaska
Jefferson

Van Buren
Monroe
Decatur
Madison
Dubuque
Butler
Ringgold
Lee
Clarke
Jefferson
Marion
Marion
Woodbury
Greene
Marshall
Warren
Fayette
Mahaska
Mahaska
Shelby
Linn

Lee
Dubuque
Jefferson

Total
Score

227
205
200
200
200
199
199
197
197
196
195
192
192
192
191
191
190
190
190
189
187
186
186
184
183
183

183
182
181
177

6/8
6/8
6/8
5/8
1/8
6/8
1/8
3/8
1/8
6/8
4/8
5/8
1/8
1/8
7/8

5/8
3/8

1/8
6/8
6/8

6/8
3/8

2/8
3/8

'6/8

5/8

176 6/8

172
172
171
171
170
170
170
169
169
169
168
168
166
166
166
166
166
165
165
165

3/8
1/8
7/8
3/8
6/8
5/8
1/8
5/8
4/8
1/8
6/8
5/8
7/8
6/8
4/8
2/8
2/8
5/8
2/8
2/8

Year

2002
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2002
2004
2003
2004
~ 2004
2004
2004
2003
2003
1997
2004

2003

2004
2003
2002
2004

2003
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
1992
2004
2004
2004
2004
2004
2003
2003
2004
1996
2004
2003
2003
2003
2004
2004
2004

J




Tor 10 REcorp Racks

County
Taken

Total
Year Score

Name City Name City

SHOTGUN, NONTYPICAL
Emmetsburg
Wapello
Welton

Moorhead

SHOTGUN, TYPICAL

Woodbine 19G4 200 2/ Clay 1073 282

2000 200)
1974 199
]l}l}H ltJLj

Harold Dickman. Sr Harrison Larry Raveling
Michael A. Hinzman Guttenburg | 1
Wayne A. Bills
Dean Wetzel
Kenneth Tiltord
Michael R. Edle

George L. Ross

Clayton Lyle Spitznoggle Louisa

Hamilton

Ll ‘ ]
Des Moines David Mandersheid Jackson

| O6HS
| OO() 2

1G] 2

Monona
warren
Marshall
Lee 19

1970 2

Carroll Johnson
Larry J. Caldwell
Don Boucher

Carl Wenke
Robert Wonderlich

Guthne Center Guthrie
Decatur
Des Moines
W \lpu_‘”t }
Warren

Van Buren
Mills

Des Moines
Albian
Cedar l‘i.{['m_l‘w

Lamoni 10835 108

Danville 1980 196G

Ottumwa 1969 195

Oskaloosa Monroe

OB 194

[t}l._j_" l'u._.l_'

Forest N. Richardson New Virginia

W. f:l.lli,ﬂ._'lh_‘ f.iL‘j_{if A ‘Nl*-.‘_\ W .:w!]il'[;ﬂ: im Turin Monona | VOG 2

St. Berlington

Donny Grant

John Chase Glenwood 1997 192 lack Bell Des Moines 200

Muzz1ELOADER, TyPICAL Muzz1 E1LOADER, NONTYPICAL

Ryan Scott

CMlumwa

Maron Vander Heiden New Liberty

Jerry W, Conover
Ronald Cormwell
Blaine Davis

Ron Murray

Clark Corbin
*Henry Kollbaum
Nate Ames

Randy Latcham

Soux Ciy
A\ | LI[L'[']: )
Waverly

Missoun Valley

Minneota
."\I"H. ”IL‘
}\t‘ﬂ J'I‘\Ill\

Washington

PistoLr, TypicAL

William H. Fahrenkrog
Don Walker

Dave Hotz

George Davis |r
Kendal Pommet
Darle Meyers

‘letf Brownfield
*Bob Wiley

Bow, TypricAL

Lloyd Goad
Robert Miller

Steven E. Tyer
Roy Allison
Jeftery L. Whisker
Richard B. Swin
Alan Bloodgood
Randy Petersburg
Kevin Peterson
Dan Enger

[Dax Enp il

Burlington

Cedar Rapids

Allerton
Otho
Lehigh
Blanchard

Clarence

Knoxville
Wyoming
North Liberty
Knoxville
Clinton

Des Moines
Prole
Waukon
Mediapolis
Fort Madison

Wapello
Clinton
Monona
Hardin
Bremer
Harrison
Crawtord

""."'..T.Jt}til'il|f"fh

| H o

Washington 2003

SCOLL

20000 1854
2003 183
1990 182
20034 180
2000 179 1
1908 179 |
2000 178 3/8
2005 176 /8

2001 176 4/8

175 G/8

1998 171 4

Des Moines 1998 167 4/8

Louisa
Wayne
Webster
Webster
Page

Muscatine

Monroe

Jones
Johnson

Monroe
SCOtL
Polk
Warren

Allamakee

1908 161
2002 160 4
2000 159
2000 157 3
2004 173
2005 158

1962 197
1977 194
1994 194
1995 193
1905 191
[OS81 190)
2000 190)
190G 189

Des Moines 1989 188

Lee

20035 1806

Jelt

*Mark Hautt
Richard Muff
Mike Moody

Cale Plowman
Alan Funk
Vincent P, Jauron
"Wayne Nelson
Daniel Kauttman
[ussey

Donald Mason

North Liberty
Clarinda
Hamburg
Douds
Scotch Grove
Harlan
Madrid
\\._II"IL'“EJ
Creston

Albia

Pistor, NoONTYPICAL

Bob C. Garside

Bill Fahrenkrog

David A. Arnold
David Miller

lim C. DeFosse

Greenfield
Davenport
Des Moines
Shenandoah
.‘\IL'\iI.Hh‘ rilx

Bow, NONTYPICAL

irian Andrews
Dave Gordon
Rick L. Dve
Harlan Swehla
Larry V. Zach
Russ Clarken
Harvey Dirks
Mike Hobart
lTerry M. Long
Jerry L. Wells

Independence
Waukon
Knoxville
Cedar Rapids
Ankeny
Desoto
Cedar Rapids
Prole

Des Moines

Altoona

[ohnson
|'.H'!HI
Fremont
Van Buren
Van Buren
Monona
Boone
Louisa

L nion
Monroe

Adair
SO0

Mahaska

Page

2004 218
2000 214
1OV 210 2
2004 210
2000 209
19O 200
2004 207
1984 2005
1D05 205

20045 209

19098 211
2000 2006
2000 178

20038 170 -

Des Moines 1999 170

Buchanan

Allamakee
Warren

2004 253
2000 240

2000 24()

Des Moines 2002 237

Monroe
Dallas
Allamakee
Madison
1}1 'H\
Madison

2000 23
1994 230
2003 233
1093 220

|OOS 220

2001 227 3/
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ok 1+5:5;- Cﬂat%’ Park Rangqr

i '_55-:;,3:'}1 .Lh;n rf» I] State Park may l;gmlﬁoﬂ ey

L ST

parks in Iowa but it does not lackin . custodi asPanl ﬁ"};,H ak
: "‘t}’- Located on ﬂ!&ﬁl}ﬂtb\‘l’ﬁﬂ “*—..; ! s of | a::-r ails t i*;i ._-;“:_1 : =
Algona, this 134 acre tract of heavily i istance in 1933 by ti

' _,_,bu g hills was given to the state by

2 Mrs. Gardne lﬂowlﬁ-mmemory | later done b}’“ ans
"It wﬁiﬁ'ﬁﬁJ] years after Ambro "
Y alongmth hlsbmtheF,Asas i?‘ﬁ* A

“%"  Smith, came nortﬁ of Fort Dodge where
there weremo ﬂther settlements. The trio

Sﬁe ” g .--ﬂ"*-i t-i.];l ——
'H"‘{:f['nhil; 'ﬂ" _.--.

— L

9, 1854 andcarY i- r

claim to the land on a as 15 inches in diameter.
'walnut tree. The next Wllle, who serveﬂ as custodian t‘or 20 years, e
: [ . . v - iﬁ"""

/438y, While Asa went, tmuch of the lodge furniture by hand from .
s j- his wife and supp“es,
= Ambrose and Smith

began work on a cabin ui’1 ks

what is now the park.

Later Asa wrote: “A for reuni
the site of Algona, I = “anc d mee ing ;
fnundagoodtractofl n J“pf her
withafairamountof - omC ernicamp
timber, some wate:ﬂ /%
powe;,_gndn - the

..- ,.n-'l 1




e

The log cabin-style lodge
(above), built in 1928 and
renovated in 1998, is a
popular site for reunions,
weddings, graduation
receptions and meetings. A
plaque marks the donation of
land made by the family of
Ambrose A. Call. The park also
features an 18-hole frisbees golf
course (opposite page) for
additional fun and relaxation.

I
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+ 17

13
/

# // ™ PARKRESIDENCE
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Article by Mick Klemesrud
Photos by Clay Smith

ULRICH
MEAT MARKET

19" Century Meat Market Serves 215 Century lowa Deer Hunters

he first thing that hits you when you walk
into Ulrich's Meat Market 1s the smell of
spices and sweet hickory smoke. Ulrich’s has

been serving Pella and
surrounding communities fromthe same
location since the late 1870s, and after
| 30 years, thatsmellis asingrained in
the building as wooden shoes and
windmills are to Pellaitself.

Over that time, Ulrich’s has gained a
reputation for producing high-quality
meats, a fact not lost on deer hunters
looking foralocker to process their
harvest. In 2004, Ulrich’s handled
30,000 pounds of deer meat and co-
owner Carl Vos expects to do about the
same this year.

One of the specialties at Ulrich’s is
bologna. And deer hunters request a lot

of ring bologna. Vos said making the specialty meatis a
three-day process. On day one, the deer is ground to a
coarse texture and the spices and a cure (to prolong the
bologna life) is added. On day two, the deer spice

mixture 1s ground to a fine texture and a little flour is
added. Day two is also when the extras are added — the
cheese or special-request spices. The mixture is stuffed

MEAT

MARKE!

i
shaeri) & SmoRrl

into the skins and allowed to rest
overnightin alarge cooler. On day three
—1t's a trip to the smoker for about 3 or 4
hours at 115 to 130 degrees, then to the
cook tank to finish the cooking process.
Once itis cooled, it is packaged with the
“Not for Sale™ wrapper and frozen until
the hunter comes to pick it up.

When we visited Ulrich’s this fall.
Vos had a stack of custom meat
processing forms from deer taken by
hunters during the youth, early
muzzleloaderand archery seasons. But
things will really pick upduring the
shotgun seasons. [tcan take as long as
eight to 10 weeks to complete the orders

after shotgun seasons.

Mick Klemesrud is an information specialist for the

department in Des Moines.

i
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Carl Vos (left) along with business
partner Joe Becker are the owners of
Ulrich’s Meat Market in Pella.
Established in the late 1870s, the market
has developed a reputation for fine
meats, particularly their ring bologna.

TULIRIL
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Ulrich’s Meat Market
715 Franklin St.
Pella, IA 50219
641-628-2771

www.dutchmall.com




This past April,

four Iowa businesses and
organizations were
recognized for their
comprehensive
environmental programs.
Following is the third in a
series featuring the four
Governor’s Environmental

Excellence Award winners.

or several decades, a

potential danger has

been lurking in the
cabinets and storage areas of some
lowa {'l;h\l{mmm. But, thanks to EMC
Insurance Companies, that threat
has been reduced through the
company's Rehab the Lab program.

The danger: Unwanted
chemicals (including radioactive
materials, potential impact
explosives and other hazardous
chemicals) that were once used 1n
classrooms, but are now considered
too dangerous for school use and
pose significant safety and hiability
i.\.‘\“{‘\-.

“Our goal 1s to prevent losses
before they happen,” said Lisa
Hamilton, director of corporate
communicationsat EMC Insurance
Companies. “We want to provide a
safe learning environment for lowa’s

children . staff and communities.”

54 lowa Conservationist ® January/February 2006

SMU

by Jill Cornell

Photos courtesy of EMC Insurance Companies

Headquartered in Des Moines,
EMC Insurance Companies is the
largest insurer of school districts in
l[owa. Through a partnership with
Metro Waste Authority, EMC
developed Rehab the Lab as a
chemical management program to
i]('ll}\{ iltl(ll\
[It*\.'t'Tn]]lh:'
proper and
sate
idenuhication
and control
of hazardous
materials,
['he program
assists with
management,
education
and disposal
opuonsfor
all of these
chemicals.

Key
components
of the Rehab
the Lab
program are
a1 on-site
dASsessment
h} EMC loss
control [‘.-I'nlt*uir‘.ulhilh.‘l
comprehensive reportincluding an
iventory of chemicals for disposal,
and access to discounted disposal
rates. In addition, the company
provides chemical management
training for school statf and follow-

lll) SUP P rt and resources Lo ensure

l l||-||!r[:'1'”l

I“.f i'l-ll' lh
\.'f:""| sl
’ administ
;|g;E[1.’|:—‘J']
.I-};\!IH“JE'
_-!.,,11'|ii~.
echnolo
.-:f'-l“:"ll'
ongoing managementand proper eople.
disposal of chemicals, ‘Mos
Along with these benefits, Rehab | caed i
the Lab assists schools with EPA and e re nol

OSHA 1'{';;11L11iunatn]n':-\'rnl future
chemical stoc I-.pi]m.
Some of the chemicals that have

been discovered in schools were H

found to be ]':U[t*l‘lli;l”\ L*Hl}]tl‘ii\'t“
After this {h't'riu]nm*nl. “It was

i , Togran
critical thatappropriate school _
i on
personnel undergo training to help e
them idenufy threats to their safety,” H
: - Clh
said Hamilton.
. - - ..'..l"l“{l‘-.ll
['hrough taining on the lowa Onside



Communications Network (ICN).
Rehab the Lab provides sessions for
school staff covering five topic areas:
administration and business
managers, art and photography,
custodial maintenance /building and
grounds, industrial /vocational
technologyandscience. The topic
areas have been surprising to some
people.

“Mostdangerous chemicals are
located in science laboratories. but
we re not just looking there,” said
[I;lméllnll."‘d'r'i':*.uarsainglht'
custodian closets, the bus
maintenance shedsand the art

rooms.
As most school
budgets decrease, EMC
Insurance Companies
provides the program
as a value-added service
through itsschool
Insurance program.
Hamilton says the
economic impact of
preventng potential
school loss to school
property and, more
importantly, preventing
mnjury to students and
staff cannot be
estimated,
l'odate, Rehab the
[.ab has assisted 140
school districts
throughout the state of
lowa with the removal
ol more than 145,000
pounds of hazardous
chemicals. Along with minimizing
potential health and safety risks, the
program has reduced
environmental impacts to the state’s
water, air and land.

“Rehab the Lab offers
]]El?;ll't[nlh t'[iH'HJ.‘x;I[ t1|:|[iu||~;. alL a
considerable discount through

contractors.” said Hamilton.
“Ourintentwith presenting
this service is to aid in the

propei t.li*-]n'r-.'.tl of these

chemicals.”
EMC loss control
specialists have surveved more

than 237 schools buildings and
provided training for more
than 1,900 district staft
members. Several community
colleges have participated in
Rehab the Lab, as well as many
of the largest school districts in
the state.

Because the Rehab the Lab
program has been so successful
in lowa, the company is
l"l"lll‘illiii‘l"lllfh:I'I'l.!.l't'lr'l'lli_’_'|]H' school
program through other EMC
[nsurance Companies branch offices
and even expanding it to the
company’s corporate clients.

“"We just started a similar Rehab
the Lab in Nebraska,” said
Hamilton. “We hope to achieve just
as much as we have in lowa.”

EMC Insurance Companies was
also awarded a Governor’s
Environmental Excellence Award -
Special Recognition in Waste
Management.

Jill Cornell is an information
specialist with the department in
Des Moines.

EMC loss control specialists
survey chemicals for Rehab the
Lab (left). Old, corrosive
chemicals (top) are potential
nazards in schools across lowa.
EMC inventories chemicals for
disposal (bottom).
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g THE IOWA CONSERVATIONIST
_ za.; { RELAX WITH
sz, THE BEAUTY OF IOWA
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?"*- " SUBSCRIBE OR RENEW
- % FOR JUST $12

Call NOW
515.281.5918

Or Visit
www.iowadnr.com
(MasterCard or VISA)

THE STATE FOREST NURSERY

DARES YOU ro
PLANT IT!

Clubs can PLANT IT.
Schools can PLANT IT.
Farmers can PLANT IT.

Communities can PLANT IT.
ANYONE can PLANT IT.

Call 800-865-2477 o

Visit www.iowatreeplanting.com and

IOINTHEZDI ANT IT” REVOLUTION

THEN PLANT IT IN THE DIRT!




elunteer
sljner

The man standing, swaying
slightly, ona 19" century riverboat
tells of a three-mile stretch of river
blanketed in white
feathers. Anexpedition
of pioneers came upon
this sight, he says,
rounded a bend, and saw
thousands of white
pelicans rising into the
air.

Thisisthe [L'L'I]IliL[LIL‘
of WilliamJ. Sanders.
a.k.a“"BuffaloBill.” a
volunteer interpreter at
[l.ewis and Clark State
Park outside Onawa.

The 315-pound,

thick-bearded retired

Butch Bovier's one-ot-a-kind
replicakeelboatand “Pirogue™

row boats, serves as a perfect

“Buffalo Bill" also

farmer, dressed in his
customary buckskin coat
and butfalo hat, brings
the story of the Lewis
and Clark expedition
alive with vivid mental
piL‘[lI!'L‘k.

The most lasting image that
Buttalo Bill givesto his listeners,
however, 1s usually his own.

“II'we see a tour bus coming,
and I'm working in a shirt, I throw
it off and put on the buckskin and
hat,” he says. “People are just
thrilled. I'look like | H[E‘[‘!["}Cd righl
outof 1814.”

Sanders first volunteered at
the park in 1985, after adisability
prevented him fromtending his

nearby tarm. The park, home to

serves as president of
the “Friends of
Discovery.”

setting for Sanders’ stories.

A love of history inspired him
Lo Start g1ving extemporaneous
talks at the park, Sanders says.

“lcouldn tfarm anymore, so
[ found two things I'm good at,”
he says. “One is sitting on my
butt, and the otheris telling
stories.”

Sanders routinely puts in 60-
hour weeks, giving as many as six
presentations aday during the

summer. Sometimes his efforts

DNRE photo

“Buttalo Bill”’ delights park visitors

by Michael Dhar

send him home with a fading voice,
he says.

“He's been selfless in his years
of serving here and in the state of
l[owa,” said former Lewis and Clark
park manager, Russell Field. *I
think of him as a cornerstone of our
LLewis and Clark heritage program.™

Nearly 20 years — and more
than 30 books worth of research —
since first volunteering, the “old
farmboy™ has expanded his
presentation to45 minutes. He
covers the Lewis and Clark
expedition from Monticello, through
all the majorencampments, to the
Pacific Ocean, and back.

“l'here are a lot of professional
interpreters that are very good,”
said Dick Williams, the Lewis and
Clark Trail Manager for the
National Park Service in Omaha,
who has seen several of Sanders’
presentations. “But as far as
volunteers, and somebody who has
just picked itup without any
professional training, he’srightup

there with the pros.”

Volunteer Opportunities

* Find our volunteer events
calendar at:

www.keepersoftheland.org

" IOWATER water quality
monitoring training sessions.
See www.iowater.net for
details.

—
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Feeding Wildlife During The Winter Is Not Always The Best Solution

Many lowans are calling the
lowa Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) with concerns
about the impactof the earlier
snowftall and extremely cold
temperatures on lowa’s upland
game population.

“Ourresearch with wild hens
shows we lose about 3 percent of
our hen population for each week
of snow cover, said Todd
Bogenschutz, upland wildlife
biologist for the [owa DNR. “With
only a little over three weeks of
measurable snow this winter, 1t
has not been a serious winter yet.

“Still, many tolks are asking
me if they should feed the birds.
and my advice 1s to not feed the
birds, iIn most situations, because it
concentrates the birds for preda-
tors,” Bogenschutz said. “Italso
does not address the larger issue
facing the birds which is the lack

of secure roosting cover.”

Limited Bobcat, Otter Season Proposed

River otter and bobcat
numbers have risen to the point
where state wildlife officials are
proposing alimited harvestof
the once-endangered furbear-
CrIs.

[owa DNR furbearer
biologist Ron Andrews said
otter and bobcat populations are
growing atan annual clipof 6
and 7 percent. respectively. At
the same time, more and more
complaints are being fielded
from pond owners and fisheries

owa Conservatomst = January/bFebruary 2006

For those who do feel the
need to feed the birds, the
DNR offers these guidelines:

B Keep the food adjacent
to good winter cover (cattails,
switchgrass orconifers)and
away from tall trees. Scatter
the food to keep the birds
dispersed throughout the
habitat.

B Do not put food on the
road as it increases the risk of
vehicle collisions.

B Once feeding begins it
MUST continue through the
remainder of the winter, as the

Clay Soth

animals become dependant
upon itrather than seeking out
other food and cover sources.
Perhaps the best advice,
Bogenschutz said. 1s to contact
the local DNR biologistor
Pheasants Forever chapter and
plantatfood plot or other winter
habitat for the birds for next year.

personnel about growing
fish losses due to
increased otter popula-
tions.

Andrews anticipates
alimited season with a
specified zone foreach
of the species. The
harvest would still allow
population growth.

The proposal will go
before the Natural Resource
Commissionin March. Public
comment 1s being accepted

.\‘

solve the larger issue facing bird
survival, and that's a lack of
suitable cover.

“A little advanced planning is
the best defense the birds have
against mother nature come next
winter, he said.

through the process, which

seeks final approval by June. It
approved, seasons would be
established in the fall of 2006.

L.owell Washburn
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lowa Fish Finding New Home In New Orleans’
Hurricane-ravaged Aquarium Of The Americas

It's along way down the
Mississippi River, but when
disaster strikes at one end, there
1s help at the other.

With all the death and de-
struction dealt New Orleans and
the Gulf Coast by hurricane
Katrina. the stories of damage
and rebuilding continue to unfold.
And some lowa fish are playing a
big partinthe rebuilding, finding a
new home at the Audubon
Aquarium of the Americas. The
aquarium lost 10.000 fish when
staff were forced to evacuate and
life-support systems failed.

“When we close our
aquarium here each October, we
call the aquarium (National
Mississippi River Museum and
Aquarium) in Dubuque to see if
they want any of the extra fish,”
said Kevin Hansen, who works at
the DNR’s Guttenberg fisheries
station. ““They told us about the
folks in New Orleans, so we gave

them some of our (aquarium) fish.

Since we were also doing over-
winter survey work on the river,
we also got fish from the back-

bass, bluegill, crappies,
a little bit of
everything we could find to send

waters

some carp

along.”

The Dubuque museuny/
aquarium also donated additional
species, like paddlefish, sturgeon
and eels.

“I.cannot imagine the devas-
tation they have seen,” said Abby
Garner, from the Dubuque
aquarium. “Basically,everything
that these people had 1s gone.
We'll help any way we can.
Institutions like this, we help each
otherout, like aneighbor, know-
ing they would do the same for
us.”

Hewitt says lowa’s contribu-
tions will play abig role in the
Mississippi River gallery. Offi-
cials hope toreopen this summer.

Free Camping Now First Weekend In May

The lowa Department of Natural Resources has designated

the first weekend in May each year to be free camping weekend

for lowa residents. Free camping weekend impacts only state

parks, and not county and federal campgrounds.

Campsites cannot be reserved through the state’s new

reservation system: all sites are first-come, first-served.

Free camping weekend began in 2002, and 1s open to lowa

residents only. Nonresidents may camp during that weekend,

but must pay the appropriate camping fee.

lL.owell Washburn

State threatened Blanding's
turtle, featured on the 2006
Nongame Support Certificate.

Chickadee Checkoff
Helps Wildlife Diversity
Arecent U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service survey found nearly half
of all lowans over the age of 16
enjoy viewing wildlife. Despite
the high interest, most lowans do
not realize there 1s a state pro-
gram that supports these species.
The lowa DNR wildlife
diversity program teaches people
about landscaping for wildlife,
private land managementand bird
feeding, among otherofferings.
Staft also conduct research on
wildlife, from frogs and turtles to
bats, bald eagles and grassland
nesting birds, and have been
successful inrestoring such
species as peregrine falcons,
ospreys and trumpeter swans,
The program is funded
through the Fish and Wildlife Fund
(Chickadee Checkoff) on state
income tax forms. The donations
help 80 percent of l[owa’s wildlife
species, including more than 400
nongame species in lowa,

hanuary/February 20006 & lowa Conservatonist
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Financial Assistance Available To Landowners
For Bottomland Hardwood Tree Planting

New financial incentives are
now available to assist landown-
ers with converting flood-prone
bottomland crop fields totree
stands.

The lowa Division of Soil
Conservation (DSC) has an-
nounced it will provide an addi-
tional 25 percent cost-share to
landowners who use the Continu-
ous Conservation Reserve
Program’s Bottomland Hardwood
Tree Initiative to plant trees.

The DSC is setting aside
$250,000 forthe incentive, which
Is available to landownerson a
first-come,. first-served basis.
The incentive is in addition to the
$100sign-upincentive already
being offered by DSC.

“These new incentives are
really great news for lowa
landowners. When combined
with the 50 percent cost-share
available fromthe Farm Service
Agency. alandowner’s out-of

owa Conservationist e January/Febroary 20006

pocket expense for first-year tree
planting projects will be $50 an
acre or less,” said Paul Tauke,
supervisor withthe DNR's
forestry bureau.,

To quality for the Conserva-
tion Reserve Bottomland Hard-
wood Tree Initiative, alandowner
must own cropland that 1s within
the 100-year flood plain of ariver
or stream. If the property
qualifies for the program, land-
owners recerve S0 percent cost-
share for the establishment of
trees plus an annual payment for
14 to 15 years from the Farm
Service Agency and 25 percent
cost-share plusa$100-per-acre
sign-up bonus from the lowa
DSC.

FFor more information on the
Bottomland Hardwood Tree
Initiative, goto
www.lowatreeplanting.com, or
contact Tauke at515/242-6898 or
paul.tauke @dnr.state.1a.us.

NWTF Offers Tree
Planting Reimbursement

The lowa chapter of the
National Wild Turkey Federation
(NWTF) has money available for
tree planting projects.

Tobeeligible for the assis-
tance, landowners need to
complete a Habitat Improvement
Project Application with the
approval of a DNR forester or
wildlife biologist, and be amem-
berof the NWTF. Application
forms for habitat improvement
projects can be found at
www.iowanwtf.com/
news.htm#Habitat.

The lowa chapter will
reimburse approved landowners
75 percent of their costs up to
$600).

The NWTF funding could be
used inconjunction with other
state or federal cost-share
programs to lower alandowner’s
out-of-pocketexpenses for
habitatimprovement and to
purchase tree and shrub seedlings
from the State Forest Nursery.

Formore informationon
wildlife habitat packets and
planting designs, goto
www.iowadnr.com/forestry/
specialty.html or call the State
Forest Nursery at (515) 233-
1161,

Applicants mustbe NWTF
members to be considered. For
more informationon NWTF
membership, goto
www.iowanwtf.com/, or
www.nwtf.org/.
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Grade School Takes Class Project To New “High”

Toseveral hundred central
lowa grade school students, the

sightofabald eagle will forever

hold special meaning, especially if

that raptor answers to T.J.

1. J.1s the adoptive “class-
mate” of Thomas Jefferson
Elementary School studentsin
Newton. The injured eagle was
nursed back to health and re-
leased to the wild in March, 2005
— to the delight of the entire
school body.

T. J. was adopted through
SOAR (Saving Our Avian Re-
sources ), anonprofitorganization
dedicated tosaving avian re-
sources through rehabilitation,
education and research. T.J
originally came to SOAR, suffer-
ing fromapulled ligamentin one
wing, amissing talon, anasty

bone infection and elevated levels

students look on.

Kay Neumann, executive director of
SOAR, holds T. J. while some 350

of lead in its system.

Every year students at
Thomas Jefferson undertake a
fund-raising project. Because the
school’s mascot s, ironically, the
eagle, guidance counselor Sandy
Motta decided adopting an eagle
would be the perfect project.

As T. J. recovered at the
SOAR rehabilitation center in
Dedham, students worked to
raise funds to cover the $300
“adoption fee.” A $150donation
from the school PTA covered
half, while students held monthly
snack sales to come up with the
rest.

Whether ornot T. J. remains
a constant fixture at Red Rock
remains (o be seen. But Kay
Neumann, executive director of
SOAR who gave a program at
the school and facilitated the
release, has little doubt the
raptor will remain in the
hearts and minds of the
students.

Should they forget, they
need only look at a forthcom-
ing SOARDVD, “Soaring
Into The Future.” The DVD
celebrates l[owabald eagle
success stories, including
footage of T. 1.’s release.

Formore information
about SOAR and the DVD,
20 1o WWWw.soarraptors.com.

Forinformationon eagle

Marla Meriz

watches and other wildlife
diversity events, 2010
www.iowadnr.com/wildlife/
files/divevents.html.

Upcoming NRC

and EPC Meetings

The dates and locations have
been set for the following meet-
ings of the Natural Resource
Commissionand Environmental
Protection Commission of the
l[owa Department of Natural
Resources.

Agendas are set approxi-
mately 10 days priorto the
scheduled meeting date. For
additional information, contact the
lowa Department of Natural
Resources, Wallace State Office
Building, 502 E. 9" St., Des
Moines, lowa 50319-0034.

Natural Resource
Commission:

— February 9
Des Moines
— March9
Honey Creek, Rathbun
— Apnl
Nomeeting
— May 11
Waubonsie/WaShawtee

Environmental Protection
Commission:

— February 20
Urbandale
— March 20
Urbandale
— April 17
Urbandale
— May 15
Urbandale

f.:rln..rj-."k-.'hrn.n'l. MMM . lovwan Conservationist
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an encounter with

what s wild in the
outdoors thatisentirely
unexpected.

And maybe that s what
makes it so good. I truly
believe when you're bogged
down in your job. the minutiae
of life, or whatever else it may
be, 1t’s the outdoors that can
refresh you. And, | believe.
sometimes it’s the wild that
can help one find perspective.

[t was late October, an
opening weekend for water-
fowl hunting and the closing of
the early muzzleloader deer
season. The weather had
been unseasonably warm, but
suddenly the temperature was
taking a nose dive. I was
cruising down the lowa River
valley to look for deer hunters.
[ sipped on my coffee, trying
to getused to feeling like a
cocoon in a jacket for the first
time of the year.

The sun was just starting

torise, butits glow was dulled

Nature’s Medicine

: by Chuck Humeston ——

by the clouds that had blown in
during the night. Icould feel
the wind rock my truck from
time to time and thought,
“Well, I guess better to be in
here for now.”

As the sun began its climb
in the east, I suddenly started
seeing the drops hit my wind-
shield.

“Well,1sn tthis great,” |
thought. "l gotup early to
come out and watch it rain.™

The drops changedto
rivulets running across my
windshield, to the point where
| had to turn on the windshield
wipers. Then I noticed some-
thing else. | shut off the
WIpers.

“Oh, no, these drops are
getting solid. Great. This is
getting better and betterevery
minute.”’

In my headlights I could
see the white flecks mixed
with the rain as they flew
across the beam of my head-
lights.

[ continued down the river.
The rain being piled up by the
wipers on the corners of my
windshield was looking whiter
and whiter.

*“I crawled out of bed to

see the first snowfall of the

year. Well, aren’t I just the
lucky one,” I muttered to
mysell. Talking to yourself
becomes a phenomenon of
working alone so much., |
guess.

[ turned onto a winding
road running below the brow
of aridge above the river.
Over my shoulder, I could see
the glow of the sun getting
brighter. The snow in the
dawn’s building light was
definite now. Wind-driven
white flakes were filling my
arowing field of view.

[ started to think about the
Halloween snowstorm years
before. I remembered being
at Big Wall checking duck
hunters as limbs literally
crashed around us from the
burden of the thickening ice.

“Going to have to getup
pretty early to get me into one
of those again,” I thought.
Then I remembered, “You
ARE up early. Uh oh.”

[ was just taking another
sip of my coffee when it
happened. I looked off to my
I'ighl. There was a line of
maple trees on the ridge
framing the view of the river
winding away below the

valley. They were at the peak
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of their fall color show. In
the open space framed by
their swaying branches, I saw
It.

At first it was hard to
make out. Something was
rising up from behind the
brow of the ridge about 50
feet from my pickup.

“Those are deer antlers!”

[ could just

the vista between the golden
maples that were now glowing
in the sunrise. The snow
falling across the open space
was framed between the
beams of its antlers. It was
like a painting. It was like the
artist’s rendering of the stag
on the Matterhorn. But this
was better than any painting.

itwasn tlong, butitseemed
like time had stopped for a
moment. It stood there power-
ful and majestic. In that
momentitrepresented every-
thing wild and free.

Then he turned. Not
suddenly, as if in a panic at
seeing me. It seemed to be
more a statement of “You're

of no concern

see the tips of the
beams as the buck
climbed from the
other side. They
continued torise
Into view, tine by
tine. It was a
rack of such
magnitude that |
slammed on the
brakes, put down
my coffee cup,
and stared.

Then its head
appeared. To this
day I can still
vividly recall the
image. The buck climbed to
the top of the ridge, at the
very moment the sun broke
from below the horizon. The
clouds were high enough to
permit the light to explode
across the valley, Atthe
moment the light crashed
against the golden leaves of
the maples, the buck stopped.
turned broadside, and turned
its head to me.

There it stood, framed in

At the moment the light crashed against
the golden leaves of the maples, the buck
stopped, turned broadside, and turned its
head to me. There it stood, framed in the
vista between the golden maples that were
now glowing in the sunrise. The snow
falling across the open space was framed
between the beams of its antlers. It was
like a painting. It was like the artist’s
rendering of the stag on the Matterhorn.
But this was better than any painting.

e —

This was for real, created by
the Great Artist. It was in
colors no palette could ever
faithtully reproduce.

Suddenly. the deer looked
right at me. It stood there,
steam rising from its nostrils in
the cold. The snow swirled
around him then dropped away
to the river far below. We
locked eyes.

Idon’tknow how long we
stared at each other. I'm sure

tome.” Just
as quickly as
the picture
appeared, it
was gone. He
descended
back into the
valley. And at
that moment,
the sun climbed
behind the low
lying clouds.
All that re-
mained was
the snow filling
the dullempty
void between
the trees.

[ wish [ could have
grabbed my camera from
behind me. But, you know,
some things are better remem-
bered in the mind’s eye,
captured in the context of the
moment’s feelings and experi-
ence.

[ drove away rejuvenated
by that glimpse into the wild.
I'll see it for a long time to
come.

January/Tebruary 2006 o lowa Conservationist
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