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Life Is Like
A Box Of
Chocolates. ..

“Life 1s like a box of choco-
lates...” Many of us remember
that famous line from the movie
“Forrest Gump.” | think the same
line could be applied to Legisla-
tive sessions because Tyou never
know what you are going to get.”

What started out as a session
looking like a deer eradication
mission, ended up with a reason-
able compromise on managing the
herd and a major step forward for
improving our outdoor recre-
ational assets in the form of a
resort-style park at Lake
Rathbun.

Before I delve too far into the
intricacies of this year’s session
and the implications for lowa’s
natural resources, | want to
acknowledge up front that |

recognize the difficult tasks

confronting lawmakers. Often
times | hear the frustrations of
citizens wanting more money to
be spent on protecting our
environment and natural re-
sources. | also realize, however,
that legislators have the delicate
mission of balancing a very
limited amount of state dollars.
yet providing for ever increasing
needs in education, human
Services, crime prevention,
economic development and
transportation.

| can assure you that I have
spent far more days in the past
year talking about deer — and. 1n
many cases. defending deer
than | did harvesting deer. The
fact that additional harvesting of
deer 1s needed was never really
the issue. The discussion was
really more about how to go
about it and in what quantity. We
have set a management goal to
reduce our deer herd by 25
percent in the short term.

[t1s vitally important to
maintain recognition of the
importance deer hold in our state.
From a tourism standpoint, lowa
1s always looking at ways to
become a “destination.” In the
world of deer hunting, for many
we are already THE destination
spot for out of state hunters. This
is because lowa has a first class
deer herd in terms of quality and
provides an excellent hunting
experience. Many people who
are exposed to lowa from hunting
make return visits here for other
reasons.

'he bill passed this session

allows foradditional deer hunting

opportunities and raises addi-
tional revenue to expand the 1
HUSH (Help Us Stop Hunger) ]
program statewide. This 1s an
excellent program that allows us
to match the opportunity to hunt |
additional deer for many hunters
and share an abundance 1n the
resource with those less fortu-
nate

On another major tourism and
destination front. the legislature
has provided significant funding
options for the establishment of a
“resort” park at Honey Creek on
the shores ol Lake Rathbun. This
opens a door for the state of
[owa to have an outdoor recre-
ational amenity that we have
never had before. This park, to be
accomplished through public-
private partnerships, goes beyond
normal state park facilities to
include a first-class hotel, a
championship golf course and
other amenities sought by today’s
modern society. [t1s an important
investment for the rural south-
eastern portion of our state and a
major development that will allow

other lowans to enjoy this type of

p—

experience without have to leave
lowa,

Funding for the destination
park included $3 million contin-
gent upon getting a $4 million |
local match. More importantly,
the ability to issue up to $28
million in bonds was approved.
taking us beyond the point of a
destination park in lowa only

being a concept. This action
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cont. on page 4 |
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THE ECONOMICS OF RECREATION

by Mick Klemesrud
Cultivating outdoor recreation 1in lowa makes sense
. dollars and cents.

BACKCOVER:BYCLAY SMITH

BECOMING A FULL-FLEDGED BIRDER

by Karen Grimes
lowa’s birding opportunities make it easy to get
started in this litelong hobby.

DODGING A BULLET
by Scott Flaherty

Follow the perilous journey of lowa trumpeter swan
H99.

HOSTESSES WITH THE MOSTESSES
by Michael Dhar

“House guests™ by the hundreds? No problem for
lowa’s campground hosts.

RENEW YOUR NATURAL RESOURCES
Depaﬂments LICENSE PLATE

BOY BUILT

by Glenda Edwards

I'he beautifully crafted structures 1n lowa’s state
parks weren’t built by great architects or engineers
but by the thousands of hard-working young men of

o8 Parks Profile the CCC.

A DECADE OF DEDICATION
by Jerry Reisinger

“k Conservation Update Part-time employee John Neff gives back full-time to

Palisades-Kepler State Park.

d a8 \/olunteer Corner
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4 Warden's Diary IRN?SHTALK'N
n One man’s trash makes a beautiful treasure. See
s how one lowan combines a love for sculpting with a
' dedication to recycling.
" OUTDOOR COOKING WITH KIDS
by Mick Klemesrud
§ Try some of our fun recipes that will bring your

family together this camping season.
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Director’s Message |
cont. from page 2  REAP at $11 million; $1.5 million  of investing enough in the envi-
for particularly beautiful parcel of ronment when measured against
moves it much closer to becoming land that will expand Waubonsie our own needs. There 1s still a
a reality. State Park; $500,000 for badly great need in this state to recog-
Other significant appropria- needed restoration at Fort nize the benefits we gain from
tions for lowa's natural resources Atkinson; $1.5 million for lake making additional investments in
include the continued support for dredging; and nearly $3 million the natural resources, particularly
for continued water water quality.
monitoring . But the commitments made
You will never hear a this year in the Legislature will -
politician or someone in have a long-lasting, positive
,,F;;:: government say that they impact on lowa’s recreational
i got everything that they capital through the investments
wanted from a Legislative made for the destination resort
session and I'm no park at Honey Creek and at
exception. lowa continues Waubonsie State Park.

to lag behind most other
states when 1t comes to
Join the IPN, only $10/year’ providing funds for natural

Write IPN, PO Box 572, Nevada, |A 50201 resources and. more
or see www.jowaprairienetwork.org

p Onlk

Jeffrey R. Vonk

importantly, we fall short

Warm Season Grass Establishments

The key to success is to choose the herbicide and the
application technique which, together, will effectively

Chemical Division control woody brush, noxious weeds and unwanted

encourages good
wildlife habitat

grasses, and preserve the safety of wildlife and the

environment. Proper herbicide applications can
through proper help develop desirable wildlife habitat.

herbicide application.

9211 E. Jackson
Selma, IN 47383
1-800-616-4221

www.townsendchemical.com
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lowa s nature-based recreation.

cultural and historical attractions supply

more than $1.3 billion intourism dollars
to the state’s economy, much of which
flies below the radar with little fanfare
beyond the county line.

Studies on the economic impact of
nature-based recreation provide
estimates on how much money
participants spend doing certain
activities, then adds amultipher effect
on how each dollar spent impacts the
community through salaries, taxes, jobs
and business

Forexample,a 2000 survey of
campers in lowa state parks found that
each person spends about $13 in the
community for each day spentin the
park, mostly on food and gas. A

survey of hunters and anglers

conducted every four years by the U.S.

Fishand Wildlife Service found that
hunters spend on average $16 on each
hunting tripand anglers spend an
average $17on each fishing trip.
While $16and $ 1 7 may not seem like
much on the surface, it does add up.
The same 2001 survey said , lowa
residents spent nearly $320 millionon
fishing equipment, trips and other
expenses; more than $ 185 milhonon
hunting equipment, trips and other
expenses; and nearly $240 millionon
wildlife watching equipment. trips and
other expenses. That adds up to nearly
$750 million each year.

With all the economic data out
there, the question remains: Does
lowa small business believe nature-
based recreation has the ability to
sustain a livelithood? Inshort, itdoes.

and the opportunities are expanding.

By Mick Klemesrud
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Upper lowa River

Canoeing the Upper lowa River
was listed as one of America’s 100
Greatest Adventures by a National
Geographic reader’s pollin 2000. and
1s the biggest reason visitors come to
Winneshiek County, said Annique
Kiel, executive director for the
Winneshiek County Convention and
Visitors Bureau. Area hotels,
motels and restaurants benefit from
tourism and are working to cater to
the canoeists

“The recreation on the Upper
lowa has atremendous economic
impacton Winneshiek County,” she

w;]Id

Duane Hruska

Duane Hruska has owned
Hruska's Canoe and Kayak Livery
and Bluffton Campground based in
Kendallville for 35 years. He has seen
plenty of repeat customers during that
time.

“We ve probably gone through
three generations of family,” Hruska
said. Those customers come from
[Hino1s. Minnesota, Wisconsin.
Nebraska and South Dakota as well as
fromaround lowa.

lNina Hammond

Hruska’s busy secason 1s
Memonal Day through Labor Day
and he said business 1s so good, that
1t’s best if people reserve their canoe
or kayak in advance because
weekends fill ina hurry. He said his
customers are active and will spend
time on the hiking and biking trails

when they are not in a canoe

“Therecreation on the
Upper lowa has a
tremendous economic
impacton Winneshiek
County.”

Annique Kiel, executive director
Winneshiek County Convention
and Visitors Bureau

Hruska expanded his operation
three years ago when he bought a
five-acre campground that can
accommodate up to40 medium-sized
camping trailers. He said his
revenues have doubled each year
since. Hruska's customers spend time
in Decorah, Harmony, Minn., and
[Lanesboro, Minn. to shop and eat.

While canoeing the Upper lowa
Riveris the top draw to the region.
viewing fall colors 1s close behind.
Fall foliage has an estimated
economic impacton the northeast
lowaregionofabout$7.5 million per
year. according to John Walkowiak,
chief of the DNRs forestry bureau.
That money is spent on gas, food,
lodging and shopping, and much of
thatis in Winneshiek County.

[n 2003, Kiel said Winneshiek

County had $19.3 million n
tourism expenditures

While the Upper lowa Riveris
often the focus ot lowa canoeing,
there are a number of other rivers
that offerexcellent, scenic
opportunities but have not yet
developed the community support.

Canoeing and canoe rental 1s
popularon the Middle Raccoon River
from Panora through Adel. The
Boone, l[owa, Skunk, Cedar, Little
Sioux rivers also offerexcellent

Canoc rips.

LLake Rathbun and
Appanoose County

Lake Rathbunandits 11,000
acres of water has been drawing
people from [llinois, Missoun,
Wisconsin, Nebraskaandall over
lowa with its tremendous channel
catfish, walleye and crappie fishing,
sailing and boating. The 35,000 acres
of public land in the area are
crisscrossed |‘I}. thousands of deer,
turkeys and morel mushroom hunters
cach year.

[_.ake Rathbun hosts 800,000
visitors each year that contribute a lot
of money to the local economy. A
2003 survey of businesses found
[Lake Rathbun has a big impact on the
ability to attract business and
employees.

[Lake Rathbun has been the focus
of a DNR study to see if the area
could draw enough visitors to support
a larger, resort-type state park. Park
plans include an indoor water park,
| 8-hole golf course, lodge. cabins and
conference center. With full
developmentof Honey Creek Resort

State Park, visitors will be provided a
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wide range of overnight
accommodations from primitive tent
camping through camper cabins, full-
service cabins, upscale RV camping
and rooms/suitesina 108-room lodge.

“The future of economic
development here 1s Lake Rathbun.
That makes us unique versus other
counties in lowa, especially other
rural counties,” said Jason White,
director ofeconomic developmentin
Appanoose County.

Jason White

Impacts of increased tourism and
recreation would be felt in several of
southern lowa’s rural counties where
farm economies have suffered in
recent years. Land in much of
southern lowa has changed hands in
the last few years as non-locals and
nonresidents are buying up the
pastoral countryside for its nature-
based recreation potentials.

The tourism season pauses briefly
when the boats are put away for the
year, but resumes in full force when
turkey, deer and pheasant hunting
begin.

“They [deer hunters] come from
all over,” said Jeff Meng who has

tailored his Motel 60 and Villa in
Centerville to meet the needs of
hunters and anglers for the last 14
years. He offers a small room for fish
and game cleaning, and has a freezer
for use by the guests who come from
[0to 12 states, including
Pennsylvania, Florda, Texas,
Wisconsin, Michiganand Illinois.
Meng is also a host motel for Crappie
Masters and for local walleye
tournaments.

Butnoteverything has beenrosy
around Lake Rathbun. Since Meng
has owned the motel, he has seen
pheasantand quail hunting decline
dramatically. He said the opening
weekend for those species was once
as popular as deer 1s today, but with
the numbers in the area down so
dramatically, hunters are going
elsewhere.

The motel fills with deer hunters
who generally stay three to six days.
They spend time scouting the land,
then hunting once the season opens.

Deerhunting helps rural
communities economically from
hunters buying gas, eating in the local
restaurants and staying in motels.
And they continue helping small
businesses after they harvest a deer.

Allan Klatt, owner of the County
Meat Market in Granger, said people
who huntare pretty important to him.
He shuts down his locker from
December through April each year
and processes nothing but deer. Klatt
will process about 3,000 deer during
those five months. “They are close to
half of the business,” Klatt said.

Klattsaid hunters are requesting
more specialty meats like polish
sausage, brats, pepperoni, pizza

Clav Smith

sausage, breakfast sausage, corned
deer and the list goes on. His smoke
house holds about 1,200 pounds of

summer sausage and runs nearly

Allan Klatt

every night. The specialty meats cost
quite a bit more than plain deer burger
and roasts, but the demand keeps
going up. Klatt rents refrigerated

trailers to hold all the deer.

Camping

Herold Trailer Sales in Indianola
has been selling campers since 1964.
Co-owner Brian Herold said camper
sales have been increasing each year
for the last five or six years. Herold
said the majority of the people who go
camping do it within 10to 15 miles
from home. They are not traveling as
far as they once did, but they are
going more frequently. His customers
are in their 30s to 40s and are looking
to do things as a family. “It comes
down topriorities,” he said. “It’s just
what people want to do.”

Herold said campers are
becoming more comfortable with
such features as DVD players.
surround sound and fire places. As

oSt ""}
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camping trailers become more
sophisticated, the campgrounds must
work to keep up. Trailers require
more power to run microwaves,

water heaters. air conditioners and

Clav Smith

Brian Herold

other amenities that are now
commonplace

At Viking Lake State Park, the
lowa Department of Natural
Resources hasinvested $3.5 million
onrenovating the campground and
restrooms, improving the restaurant,
boat rental and the rental shelter with
a kitchenette, Part of the campground
renovation includes increasing and
leveling the pads and increasing the
electrical capacity from 30 amps to
50 amps. “It's been a vast
improvement in this area,” said Gary
Poen, park rangerat Viking Lake
since 1982

Viking LLake hasa full-service
restaurant as part of the park
concession, which has had amajor
impact on the park. Before the
restaurant, ina good year, the
concession would do about $30.000
worth of business. After the

restaurant, business increased nearly

five times. In 2004, the concession
brought in more than $150,000.

The DNR considers renovations a
long-term investment and has a goal
to have all state parks restored to
their original luster by 2020, which is
the 100™ annmiversary of the lowa
state park system.

Therenovation at Beeds Lake
etedin 2004, and Lake

Keomah was completed and the

was comp

entire campground opened in late

Gary Poen

May. The campground at Bellevue
State Park opened earlier than
projected, and campers can now
enjoy upgraded electrical sites.

The DNR has scheduled
upgrades at Elk Rock and Black
Hawk state parks for 2005. The EIKk
Rock campground will have electrical
service added to more campsites.

The campground will remainopen
during the work. The project at Black
Hawk State Park should begin in the
fall and be completed for the spring
2006 camping season. Work includes
upgrading about 70 campsites to offer

S0-amp service, the possibility of

adding additional electrical sites and
adding several sites with full hookups.
The campgrounds will also receive new
erills and new rock surfaces on the
camp pads. The DNR 1s investing
about $270,000 in the project.

The improvements are already
paying dividends at Viking Lake. The
most popular campsites are the 22
electrical sites with full hookups.
meaning campers can also hook
directly up to a water line and the
sewer. Poen said the full hookup sites
are difficult to get because they are
always inuse. Other parks with full
hookups are Elinor Bedell, with eight
sites, Honey Creek with 14 and Brushy
Creek with 10.

Theremaining 73 electrical sites at
Viking Lake are also indemand. “We
are expecting to be extremely busy In
2005, he said. Part of the reason 1s
because other parks in the area are
going through renovations, butpartis
also because of the allure of Viking
Lake.

“We get quite a bit of support from
the community,” Poen said.
“Everybody [here]is glad to see
summer coming. [tbrings people into

town."”

Ringgold County

Ramsey Farmsat Lesanville
opened for customers in the summer of
2004. The restored farm houses, one-
room school house, carriage house,
church and railroad depot show what
life was like — minus the electricity and
indoor plumbing of course — at
[_.esanville before the Depression.

Carol McCreary, manager of
Lesanville, said she has had guests

from as far away as Denmark, England

|
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and Germany and all over the United
States. Lesanville is near the
Kellerton Bird Conservation Area
that has attracted plenty of visitors
who come to see the prairie chickens
spar during their spring mating
season. It is also in prime lowa
turkey and deer territory.

McCreary said guests staying at
the bed and breakfast come to fish,
hunt. ride horses and tour the restored
town as well as to see the prairie
chickens. “People justlove it
[Ringgold County| becauseit’sa
beautiful area; the rolling hills and
all the wildlife.” she said.

Guests travel to nearby Mt. Ayr
for meals and shopping.

R T e W |

“People just love 1t
|[Ringgold County|
because 1t’s a beautiful
area; the rolling hills and
all the wildlife.”

Carol McCreary, manager
Lesanville

lowa Great Lakes

The argument can be made that
the million dollar homes would not
be in Dickinson County if it were
not for the blue water of West Lake
Okoboji. Tourism i1s the main
economic engine driving
developmentand jobs for the area.
The lakes and all the public land
around them offer all types of
outdoor recreation from bird
watching to biking to fishing,
pleasure boating, hunting and winter
Sports.

Dickinson County 1s inthe
pheasant hotbed of lowa. In fact, the
whole northwest area has lowa's
highest pheasant population and
plenty of wetlands to attract ducks.
Hunters from all over the country trek
to northwest lowa and Dickinson
County for a chance at lowa’s most

popular game bird. For many, 1t has

Craig Tvedte

become an annual tradition. The
increase of instate and out-of-state
hunters 1s extending the tourism
season beyond the traditional Labor
Day ending.

Abby Larson, with Okoboji
Tourism., said the lakes arcareceived
anestimated $152 milhion in 2003, up
from$ 138 millionn 2002, thatcan be
traced to tourism.

Craig Tvedte has owned
Tweeters since 1972 and has seen
the area evolve. He said in the off
season 30 years ago, you could shoot
a cannon off through town and not hit
anyone. Today, the area has more
going on year ‘round.

“Who would have thought 20

years ago that there would have been

“Who would have
thought 20 years ago that
there would have been a
seven-screen theaterin

Okoboji, lowa?”

Craig Tvedte, owner
Tweeters, Okoboji

a seven-screen theater in Okobou,
lowa?” he asked. “It’s just a good
place to live. Good people, good
surroundings and lots to do.”

Area employers find 1t 1s easy to
recruitemployees to work in
northwest lowa, that1s, 1f you can get
them to visit. The place sells itself.

[t’s no mistake why the earliest
lowacommunities evolved, forthe
most part, along major water
thoroughfares. The early settlers
knew the rivers were the lifeblood,
providing food and water, and a quick
and efficient link to the “outside
world.” It’s also no mistake why
communities situated on major, well-
developed recreational water bodies
are thriving today, albeitforashghtly
differentreason. The i1ssue 1sno
longer about sustaining life, butin
improving it.

Andthere’s 1.3 billion reasons
that prove that.

Mick Klemesrud is an information
specialist for the department in Des

Moines.
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N Becoming a
Full-Fledged Birder

By Karen Grimes

aking the leap from So. how doyou getstarted  indicating the width of the field of

the casual to the in this popularsport? view and light gathering capabilities.

full-fledged Basically, three elements For young birders, abasic4 X 25
birdwatcher may be easier are needed: field binocularcosts $15t0$20.

than you think. binoculars, a field guide As Boyles became more

['ve been and a place to see involved i birding, he purchaseda

watching birds ,,- birds. $150 pair, withanoticeable
since | was 2 difference inoptics and
yearsold, Picking magnification. Afterthree to four
toddling through Binoculars years he saved up for one of the top-
the spring Polk of-the-line binoculars, choosing it
woods as my County based on fit. weight and the view.
parents pointed out naturalistJoe Forbeginners, he recommends
the common bluejay ~ Boylessays looking for fully multi-coated lenses,
orimitated the M binocularsarca clarity of view, waterproofing.,
whistle ofa quail : necessity. “Youhave  durability and light-gathering
orwhip-poor- to be able to see capabilities. Experienced birders
will. Butitcan Daron Kent (above) features so that you can lISllH”} puruhuxu the more pnu'crﬂll
beahumbling began his love affair with identifyabird,"hesaid. 8 X42binoculars.
experience to go all things that fly at age [t’s easy to
outwithagroup 2 when he first picked get confused
of birders who up binoculars. By age 8, withall the
canidentify httle gehag Ofﬂ’CIa"‘Y discussions

_ Ty changed his middle _
hopping birds nTa aboutoptics.
that flit from Chayton, a native magnification
branch to branch, American word meaning and coatings.
practically before  falcon. but Boyles
[ can even locate sald he started
them in my binocular’s eye. out with a basic $35 pairof

Bird watchingis fun, educational binoculars. A common &
and a greatexperience, especially beginner’s pairwould be a _ : -
when seasoned birders share their 7 X35, withthe 7 Becoming a bird watcher starts with
knowledge and their favorite birding indicating the amount of fascination and progresses to choosing field
hot spots withanovice. magnification,and the 35 guides and binoculars.

..
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Boyles' work has
verified the presence of
several endangered and
threatened species
such as the Henslow's
sparrow (right) on the ._ N
Chichaqua Bottoms Faos PN R S I o T :dﬂh_#ﬁmﬁ‘r
(background). I, O, S

No one pair of binoculars will be
right for all people, so experienced
birder and lowa Audubon Society
president Doug Harr recommends
going to a store that specializes in
birding or to a sporting goods store
that caters to hunters and other
outdoor sports enthusiasts. Both
types of stores will have someone on
staft who can help a novice birder
evaluate the many binoculars
available.

the |

Choosing a Field Guide
There’s no easy answer to which i
field guide to buy, either. “There are a

zillion pros and cons to all the field

Iow:

guides,” said Boyles. “The most
important thing is to pick a field guide

thatis small enough to put in your g - Am
pocket so that you can carry it.” ‘5; Des )
Boyles also recommends S Mem
whatever field guide you pick, that Cri
you become familiar with it, so you |
don’thave to thumb through the entire Dep
book to find abird. “Placing sticky interested in just lowa birds, Birds of ~ “Beginning birders can discover wild|
notes to locate the differentbird lowa. Some of these popular guides birds in their backyards, local parks, reco;
families inthe book willalsohelp.”he  also have versions for young birders  bike paths, walking trails and Cof
said. or beginners. cemeteries.” S{ors
Several popular guides available However, locating and hotsp
include National Geographic, Birding Hotspots recognizing birds is easier with the irips
Kaufman's, Peterson’s, the Zimm Finding birds iseasy. “Birds are advice of an experienced birder. |
Golden Guide and, if you are everywhere,” says Boyles. would never have seen the spiraling, Cente
16 10w crvationist;® May/Junc
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All in a day's work, naturalist Joe Boyles (above right) spends two days a week documenting
the birds found at Chichaqua Bottoms. Des Moines Audubon Society member Sue Davies (left)

volunteers to walk the Chichaqua trails, collecting data on the grassland bird species found in
lowa's newest bird conservation area.

evening dance of the American
woodcock if Eugene and Eloise
Armstrong hadn’t been willing to take
Des Moines Audubon Society
members on a field trip to Badger
Creek.

Harr. who also heads up the
Department of Natural Resources'
wildlife diversity program,
recommends contacting county
conservation boards and local bird
stores. They can help you find
hotspots near your home and field
trips led by local birders or naturalists.

“Many parks, refuges and nature
centers have local bird checklists

available,” said Harr. “Local
checkhists are much shorter than
statewide lists and can help
beginners focus onidentifying just
the limited number of birds found in
that area.”

lowa’s bird conservation areas
(BCA)and Audubon’s important
bird areas literally puttop birding
hotspots withinreach of all lowans.
Harr said that lowa Audubon has
identified more than 70 important
bird areas — chosen for the critical
habitatthey provide for 37 bird
species, including those on the
threatened and endangered lists.

The lowa Ornithologist’s Union,
www.lowabirding.org, and the lowa
Audubon Society,
www.lowaAudubon.org. also
maintain web sites with more
information on birds. birding areas,
field trip opportunities and
equipment.

The most important advice for
novice birders s to get outside and
enjoy.

Karen Grimes is an information

specialist for the department in

Des Moines and an avid birder.
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Birding at Iowa’s Newest Bird

ven for an outdoors man,

he has the perfect job.

Twice a week, naturalist
Joe Boyles spends all day searching
for birds, including rare treasures
such as Henslow’s sparrow, the
northern harrier, the bald eagle, and
long-eared and short-eared owls.

Each of these birds 1s on the
lowa threatened or endangered
species list, butcan be found in
central lowa at the newest bird
conservationarea (BCA).

Stepping out inrainfall, snow and
hot July days, Boyles is charged by
the Polk County Conservation Board
to hike six to 10 miles a day and
document the birds found on this
incredibly diverse grassland covering
about 10 square miles along the old
Skunk River channel in northeast
Polk County.

I8  towa Conservationist

Boyles’ treasure trove of birds 1s
located inthe Chichaqua
(pronounced Cha-chaw-kwa)
Bottoms, a natural area managed by
the Polk County Conservation
Board. This 8,500-acre restored
prairie and remnant woodland forms
part of lowa’s seventh and newest
BCA. Chichaqua Bottoms s located
east of Elkhart and north of
Bondurant.

The Neal Smith National Wildlife
Refuge, with more than 5,000 acres
of restored tallgrass prairie. is
located just south of Prairie City in
Jasper County and forms the second
half of this BCA. Part of the
refuge’s mission is to recreate the
prairie ecosystem that spanned parts
of 14 states some 200 years ago.

Today. less than one-tenth of |

percent of the original tallgrass

Clay Smith

prairieremains. With cooperating
private landowners, the Chichaqua-
Neal Smith Grassland Bird
Conservation Area providesa large
expanse of bird habitat that can help
reverse the trend of dwindling
grassland bird populations.

Slowly walking the routes,
watching formovement and listening

forsongs, Boyles and volunteers from

the Des Moines Audubon Society
have found 151 bird species onthe

Chichagua Bottoms since the survey

beganin July of 2004. He expects to
find at least half of the 410 species
found in [owa by the time the survey
ends this fall, |

Thearea istich in prairie species

and Boyles’ list of Chichaqua birds
includes 18 sparrows, 12 warblers.
five wrens, 10 blackbirds and seven
raptors. Among these, the northern

harrier is perhaps the most interesting

withitstendency to hover and ghde
just a few feet above the ground.

Shorebirds, waders and swimming |

birds are also prominent in the area.
One of the most excitingfindsisa
newly formed heronrookery. These
breeding birds are very sensitive to
human disturbances, so Boyles
cautions visitors to observe the
rookery from a distance.
Significant species found at the
site include the leastbittern,
American woodcock, pileated
woodpecker, prothonotary warbler.
grasshopper sparrow, bobolink and
black-crowned night heron. Many of
these can best be seen during the

summer months.
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Th;‘m are plenty of other things to
seeatthe *-.ltE\TlC] luding otters,
bobeats. box turtles andsome
federally threatened species of plants.
Many ofthe birds and animals found
at Chichaqua can also be found at
Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge,
along withbison andelk.

However, Boyles® hopeisto finda

nestingupland sandpiperat Chichaqua,

agreatindicator of quality prairie.

“These birds pick prairie sites with

'gp&n areashke we have at

safidpiperis found thatwulllndlcate
that prainem‘ioratlon atChichaquais
succeeding. .

Recent research indicates that

viable bird populations require large s,

conservation efforts—aminimum
10,000 acres of public and/or private
lands for each bird conservation area:;
At least one-fourth of the area should
be permanently protected, with at least
2.000 acres ofhigh quality habitat.

Establishing the Chichaqua-Neal
Smith Grassland Bird Conservation
Area should help draw aftention to the
plightof de¢lining bird species, and it
indicates t'\:t this is a significant site
with greateeological value, said
Boyles. He thinks the designation
may lead to some funding
opportunities as well.

More information about bird
conservation areas can be found on
the DNR Web site under wildlife at
www iowadnr.eom.

—KG
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Carl Kurtz

Joe Boyles (far left) scours the
grasslands at Chichaqua
Bottoms for birds. The diverse
grasslands and meandering
oxhows along the old/Skunk
River channel make the area
home for threatened and
endangered-grassiand Species,
like the northern harrier
(bottom), lowa's only ground-
nesting hawk. The sedge wren
{top) and dickcissel (middle) add
to the rich birding experiences
on the bottoms.

n Rosburg
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fowa's

Conservation Areas

Dickinson County - 2002
In the praine pothole region,
look for nesting wetland
species like American bittem,
black tem and marsh wren.
Visit dunng summer, or
spring and fall migrations.

Allamakee and Clayton
Counties - 2003
Look for rarer birds from
the Eastern U.S., such as
cerulian warbler. Visit
durning May for the

1 warbler migration.
Spriﬁij Run I
) | "1 (Effigy Mounds -
Broken Kettle o ] Yellow River
Grasslands Union Hills Forest
%‘ Cerro Gordo County - 2004

Plymouth County - 2003
In the loess hills, this area IS
noted for rare birds, butterflies,
plants, and the last remnant
population of praire rattiesnakes,

In the north central praine pothole region,
look for nesting least bitterns and upland
sandpipers all spring and summer

a state-endangered species. =1 -

Chichaqua - lowa River ||

Neal Smith ( } Corridor

Grasslands
Tama. Benton. and lowa counties - 2004

Where the lowa River bisects eastem
tallgrass praine, look for nesting sandhill
cranes and rare barm owis.
Rinaagold County - 2001 -
J9 y 'Kellerton

First grassland BCA in the U.S.,
known for greater prairie chickens
breeding display in mid-April.

communities. The DNR has
designated six areas as BCAs.

Bird watching is one of North
America’s fastest growing
pastimes, with an estimated 50 to
70 million participants in the United
States. A high priority for the
DNR's Wildlife Diversity Program

is to designate Towa’s best
landscapes as bird conservation
areas (BCA). Enhancing habitat is
the primary goal of all bird
conservation in lowa and may help
attract eco-tourism to local

the Chichagua-Neal Smith
Grassland Bird Conservation
Area, was dedicated on May 20.

The seventh and newest area,
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tine invol VeStEndingto
dozens of resident ducks, Carfaday

daily rou

geese and swans that resist the urge
tomigrate and over-winterontwo
aerated ponds that border the small
municipal zoo. Butone early
December day last winter was
anything but routine. *I wentupto
our upper pond o tend to one of our
two mute swans. When I got there, |
looked up and here comes thisbigol’
trumpeter on Lo the pond,™ he said. It
was quite a surprise.”

A trumpeter swan is nota difficult
bird to notice. Adults measure nearly
4 feet long with a wing span of nearly
8 feet. The all-white trumpeteris
larger than its cousins, the tundra and

mute swans, and 1s easily identified by

its broad black bills and distinctive

Joud, trumpet-like call. Beckeralso
- noticed this particular swan was

adorned with a red and white plastic
neck band thatidentified the new
arrivalas“H99.”

To learn more about the zoo's
newest visitor, zookeeper Kathryn
Y ochiscontacted Robyn Flaherty ofthe
Migratory Bird Permits Office at the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in the
Twin Cities. Flaherty learned from the
U.S. Geological Survey Banding Lab in
Maryland that the swan was hatched in
lowa in 1999. After an exchange of
emails with several of her contacts in
the migratory bird community, Flaherty
learned that H99's road from an lowa
wetland toa municipal zoo in Wisconsin
was an incredible journey involving
many people on both sides of the law.

H99, amale, was hatched in 1999
near West Bend and was raised at the

Swan Restoration Project, acaptive

JefTBecker

By Scott Flaherty

breeding program operated by the lowa
Department of Natural Resources
Wildlife Diversity Program. In March
2000, the young swan recetved itsred
identifying neck band and was released
to the wild. Over the next three years,
H99 was sighted in Minnesota, [owa,
Nebraska and Kansas. Along the way,
it had mated with a wild female
trumpeter and was nesting near Sleepy
Eye, Minn. The paireventually
produced four cygnets. In late fall
2003 the adult pair and their four
cygnets left the Midwest. ending up at
the smalltown of Lockney, Texas, on
Dec. 13,2003.

Alice Gilroy, editorofthe Floyd
County Hesperian-Beacon newspaper
in Floydada, Texas, still remembers the
day she first heard the news about the
swans in her home town. Butit wasn't
good news.

*I was at home when 1 got a call




Texas game warden Mark Collins
holds the wounded H99 the day
he was discovered shot in Texas.

Top right, H99 receives treatment
at the South Plains Wildlife
Rehabilitation Center in Texas.
Right, H99's cygnet 5C7 is
released by wildlife technician
Dave Hoffman at Union Hills
Wildlife Management Area in
Cerro Gordo County in April
2004.

Flovd County Hesperian-Beacon

from Floyd County game
warden Mark Collins and
he was really upset. He
told me that 1f | wanted a
story I should come down
toacity-owned pond in
Lockneyrightaway.”
Gilroy arrived atthe
pond minutes later and

U

l

encountered a visibly upset
Collins surrounded by two
dead and three wounded
trumpeter swans. The
birds had been shot by

Carol Lee, South Plains Wildlife Rehabalitation Center

poachers and left to die. A
passing pheasant hunter
saw the injured swans and
reported 1t. H99 had
survived theshooting, but
was badly wounded. His
mate was nowhere to be
found. Two of the
cygnets were dead; the
other two were in bad
shape. H99 and his two
injured cygnets were taken
to the South Plains

ell Washbum

Low

Rehabilitation Centerin
Lubbock, Texas.

“It was sad to see them so
peppered with buckshot,” said Center
Director Carol Lee, who until thatday,
had never worked with a bird larger
than a Canada goose. “We X-rayed
the birds, medicated and treated them.
[t was hard work. It took at least two
people to handle and treat each swan
because of its large size. As we
treated the cygnets, H99 would trumpet
as if pleading with us to leave them
alone. It was heart wrenching,”
recalled Lee. One of the cygnets was
later euthanized due to the extent of its

INjuries.

Fﬂ

The Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department immediately offered a
$1,000 reward for the poachers. Nine
days later, four individuals came
forward and confessed to shooting the
swans. The four were fined a total of
$17,000—S8500 for each swan shot
plus veterinary expenses and court
costs.

On Jan. 1, 2004, H99 and his
surviving cygnet were transferred fronm

Lubbock to Orphaned and Injured

Wildlife Inc., a wildlife rehabilitation
facility in Spirit Lake. During their

three-month stay at the Institute, the
birds” wing fractures healed and a bonc |
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y wel - InAugust taHammu s
_"' I L"“' |eft the [owa wetland.
Far now, H99 appears content to
overwinter within the safe confines of
ﬁeWﬂdwoad Park and Zooin
Marshfield. “We’ll continue to feed him
along with the other waterfowl and

F )

swans untilspring when he’ll likely set
o5, MIE®  out for someplace else,” Becker said.
me | “This year he may be a little gun shy
oting! of Texas." Hoffman said.
4 total!
anshot Update: H99 left the confines of
court the Marshfield Zoo in March and was
recently discovered with amate nesting
{his on a wetland area near Sleepy Eye,
orred 07 . Minnesota,
iurcij « i =
jitatio? § . _ b o
et Scott Flaherty is a public affairs

Vot te | officer at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service s Twin Cities Regional Office.

About Trumpeter Swans

Trumpeter swans were once common throughout most of the northern
United States. In the Midwest, the trumpeter’s historic breeding range
stretched from Nebraska to central Michigan. Trumpeters regularly nested in
Minnesota, lowa and Wisconsin until the 1880s when market hunting began to
decimate swan populations. Swan skins were sold in the fur trade to Europe
where they were used to make ladies’ powder puffs and feathers were used
for fashionable hats.

The high demand for feathers and plumage from trumpeter swans and
othermigratory birds took its toll on bird populations and led Congress to
enact the Migratory Bird Treaty Actin 1918. The Act decreed thatall
migratory birds and their parts (including eggs, nests and feathers) were fully
protected. The federal law put an end to the unchecked commercial trade of
birds and their feathers that, by the early years of the 20th century, had
wreaked havoc on the populations of many native bird species. In the 1930s,
less than 100 trumpeter swans were known to exist in the United States.

lowa's Trumpeter Swan Restoration Program began in 1993 when the
lowa DNR developed a plan to restore trumpeter swans back to the state.
The program produced its first birds in 1998 when three cygnets hatched

| froma wild nesting trumpeter pair in Dubuque County — the first hatching
| recorded in lowa since 1883. To date, lowa has released 572 trumpeter

swans. Its banded swans have been reported in 15 states and two Canadian

| pm inces. Approximately 100 will be released at various sites during 2005.

TPhe majority of lowa’s reintroduced swans come from 55 flightless

| bree;lgr pairs located throughout the state. Most of these breeding pairs are

made up of swans that were injured or otherwise unable to fly. The young
fromthese pairs are allowed free flight. Similar reintroduction programs in the
Great.l—.-ﬂkesregion existin Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michiganand Ohio. In
2004, the population of trumpeter swans in the continental United States was
estimated to be approximately 4,500 birds. Eighty percentofthe world’s
trumpeterswans reside in Alaska, where the population exceeds 13,000 birds.

All trompeter swans released in [owa are marked with plastic green and
red neck collarsand leg bands as well as U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
bands. The plastic bands are marked withaalpha letter F, H, P or J and
numbers 00 through 99. Amateur birders and the general public can assist
ongoing research of migratory birds by reporting numbers frombanded birds
to the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center via the Internet at
www.pwre.usgs.gov/bbl/. Bands canalso bereported by calling 1-800-327-
BAND (2263) from anywhere in Canada, the United States and most parts of
the Caribbean. The operator will need to know the band number, how. when
and where the bird or band was found.

To learn more about trumpeter swans, lowa’s trumpeter swan restoration

program and to report at marked swan, visit

http://www.iowadnr.com/wildlife/files.swanindex.html
23
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1en Aland Carol
Barnes firstreported
for duty as
campground hosts, their park ranger
posted asign outside theirRV.
Bright yellow letters ona wooden
board said “Information™ could be
found within the Barnes” camper,
“Where are they going to get that
part?” Al asked.
[t was partly ajoke

the jovial,
bearded Barnes shares the friendly
personality commonamong

Drawing on a deep love for the
outdoors and for camping. a desire to

help people and a willingnessto learn,

the Barneses grew quickly into their
role. They became experts on Pilot
Knob State Park’s features. They
learned all the local attractions, the
summer events and festivals and
gained plenty ofknowledge about
local wildlife.

“Our park 1s ina flight zone, so
we get a lot of birds,” Carol Barnes

said. “We’'ve become birders

Article by Michael Dhar
Photos by Clay Smith

 ——

campground hosts. Buthiscomment because we get so many questions.” Mor
also betrayed a hint of nervousness Across the state. more than 100 -1
like all campground hosts, Barnes people served as campground hosts :1
1s a volunteer with no professional last year. These volunteers stay on .M;;r
training. Inspite of that, he and his state park campsites during the busy Man,
wite have becomeable summer season. They act as s
representatives for their park. caretakers, information guides and all- aby
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around laborers. Some stay just a few
weeks: many set up camp for the full
three-month season. They 're granted
a free camping spot, but receive no
Dhar paycheck fortheir work.

nith Hosts help campers check in,
suggest local attractions and offer a
variety of assistance to campers.
They give directions to nearby
churches. ballparks and movie
theaters, Theysupply Band-Aids,
clear up confusion about park rules
and tell people where the fish are

biting — their best guess, anyway.

More than 100 people served as
campground hosts last year,
including Marvel and Tom Griffey
(left), who have served at Walnut
Woods State Park for 16 years.
Many of those volunteers attended
a recognition picnic last year
(above).

“When someone new comes into
the campground, they ‘retrying to
figure out how thisall works,” said
district parks supervisor Jerry
Reisinger. “Do they set up or register
first? Where are the electrical
hookups?™

Campground hosts, positioned
near the campground’s entrance, lead
new guests through the process.

The amount of work a host
tackles depends on his or herambition
and the park’s demands. Some
bravely trek into park bathrooms,
latrines and showers to clean them
for campers. Others elect to pick up
litter, help park managers with the
mowing and spotrule infractions.

“*We clean out the bathrooms and
the latrines — the “smelly things,” my
grandkids say,” said Fern Snodgrass,
who hosts at Prairie Rose State Park
with husband Tom. “We give

 APIe——s
information, pointout things to see
and do. We clean out the fire wells
and mow. If we walk through and
see litter, we pick itup.”
Campground hosts volunteer out
of affection for their park and a
desire to help people, said DNR parks
bureauchiet Kevin Szcodronski.
*Most of them do have a love for
the outdoors,” he said. “They like
being out there to enjoy nature and
wildlife. [ think they get a sense of
gratification knowing they re helping

the state parks.”

Additionally. the typical
campground host thrives onsocial
interaction, and relishes the
opportunity to interact with other
camping enthusiasts, Szcodronski
said.

“They tend to be very sociable
people,” he said. “They like to be
around and help people. ['m sure the
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free camping s an enticement, but |
think they just like the social
atmosphere.”

The hosts provide an invaluable
service to lowa’s state parks, acting
as a crutch to the already busy park
staff. When visitors flood into
campsiteson Friday evenings.
campground hosts prevent park
managers and rangers from drowning
in paperwork. Szcodronski said.

Park managersagreed, saying
their hosts make it possible to attend
to other vital park
projects.

“The time that
they spend is
irreplaceable,”
said Lake Darling
state park manager
Merril Lucas. “You can depend on
them to tend to campers, otherwise
you'd have to free someone else up.
Because of them, we can do other
projects. They have noidea how
importanttheyare.”™

Campground hosts contributed
more than 7,000 hours of volunteer
service to lowa’s state parks last
year. Thatservice represented an
estimated $100,000 forthe park
system.

26

Walnut Woods campground hosts Marvel and Tom Grifffey in just a few or the roles they, as well as the

“You give so much and do so
much,” Diane Ford-Shivvers,a DNR
assistant division administrator for
conservationand recreation. told the
hosts ata picnic honoring them last
summer. Y ouput Band-Aidson
ouchies, you act as the face of the
park. Youare our spokespeople and
advocates.”

Campground hosts” terms of
service range from freshman
volunteers like the Snodgrasses to old

pros like Marvel and Tom Griffey.

Become a campground host or volunteer in a state park
by registering online at www.keepersoftheland.org, or

contact Merry Rankin at 515-281-0878 or via email at
merry.rankin@dnr.state.ia.us.

The Griffeys have hosted 16 years at
Walnut Woods State Park in central
lowa.

“*My wife and I both love to
camp.” Tom Griffey said ofhe and
his wife’s decision to host for such a
long run. “When we retired, we
started doing this full time. I justlove
the park.”

During their 15 years volunteering
at Yellow River State Forest, hosts
Charlie and Grace Clancy have had a

shghtly differentexperience from

other volunteers. Yellow River lacks

the modern amenities common at

other campsites. The Clancy s spend .

theirsummerwithoutelectricity,
nearby showers, phones or
bathrooms. They have to trek two
miles to get their drinking water or to
make a phone call.

“I find 1t quite remarkable that
someone would stay with us like that
for somany years.” Reisinger said.

Charlie Clancy has been camping

at Yellow River

since he was a
child. and has
formed many
bonds with other
campers over the
years, said Yellow
Riverpark ranger Rylan Retallick.

*A lot of campers come 1n and
they ask if Charlie’s home,” Retallick
said. “Heenjoystalking to people.
That’s how he gets his gratification.™

Many campground hosts take the
position afterthey’ve decidedto live
in campsites year round. Fernand
Tom Snodgrass became “full-time
RVers” two years ago: they travel
from park to park, theironly home a
roving camp-site on four wheels.
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Serving as hosts gives them the
opportunity to camp for free before
they head south for the winter.

“We both had part-time jobs and

he turned 76, Fern Snodgrass said of

theirdecision to camp full-time. *1
decided if we aren’t going to do it
now, we’llneverdoit.”

Like the Snodgrasses, many hosts
decide to volunteer after they retired.
In most cases, the hosts have already
formed a bond with their park and its
managers beforehand, having spent
years as avid campers. John and
Connie Sabin became hosts at Clear
LLake State Park in north-central
lowa three years ago, thrilled at the
opportunity to “volunteer” by doing
what they loved to do.

“The park ranger just came and
askedus,” Connie Sabinsaid. “He
said, "How'd you like to camp for

" | said, *What'’s the catch?’”

free’

Hosts revelin sharing information
abouttheir parks. Aland Connie
Barnes can rattle off attractions
within driving distance of Pilot Knob,
a park named for the highest point, or
“knob.,” in lowa.

“There’sthe knob itself, the
Herntage Museum in Forrest City,
Winnebego, the Pioneer Museum in

100-plus other campground hosts, assume every year In lowa's state parks.

Mason City,” Al Barnes
said.""There’s Clear Lake itself. The
little towns have theirown
celebrations, the Railroad Ag Days at
Manly. the Draft Horse Show at
Britt. Each town has its own
celebration appropriate to its own
character.”

Each park presents its own
challenges and peculiarities, too. As
aresult, different hosts can expect
different experiences. Parks can be
“more rural, small and secluded or
large with people packed in there like
cordwood.” Szcodronski said. “Some
campgrounds are relatively small and
maybe more remote, while others are
very large and concentrated almost
like asmallurban setting.”

Atthe Campground Host
Recognition Picnic at Palisades-
Kepler State Park last summer,
campground hosts fromacross the
state compared notes on their parks.
They reported on their parks’
respective camping facilities — the
numberofelectric sites, how level

their sites were, whether they saw

more folks with tents or motor homes.

Some hosts had to deal with difficult
customers unwilling to follow certain
rules. Other hosts said their visitors

never caused a problem.

John Sabin keeps a folded ship of
paper in his walletat all times, with a
listof'the parks rules and regulations.
Sometimes, 1t 'sall he needs to remind
a visitor of the rules. Sometimesit’s
not. Inany case, campground hosts
always work closely with park
rangers and managers, reporting any
problems to them.

“I had one old guy, | showed him
the paper and he said, ‘I don’t want to
see yourrules,” Sabin recounted with
alaugh.

The rare brush ups aren’t nearly
enough, however, to sourthese
volunteers on their beloved parks or to
dampen theirenthusiasm tor helping
people. Perhaps best of all, being a
campground host lets them connect
with other people who share their love
of camping.

“We get lots of locals and we get
to know their families,” Connie
Barnessaid. “It’s like having

houseguests every weekend.”

.-Ui("'fh!t’!' Dhc”' IS d f\‘{’t-'[u’#‘.\ of .-';}{‘
Land AmeriCorps communications
and public relations assistant with

the department in Des Moines.
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Renew
Your

‘Natural Resource
License Plate...

Beginning in 2005, a portion of

proceeds from your Natural MO n ey i S

Resource license plate goes to

lowa’s wildlife diversity program. fO r th e l

Your help expands the habitat of bald @
eagles, reintroduces swans, protects
songbirds and so much more.

Thank you for making a difference. '{
Go to www.iowadnr.com/wildlife/ to learn more. |

"N
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Natural Resources Plate

Now, more than ever, your purchase and
renewal of lowa’'s most beautiful license plate
shows yourcommitmentto natural resources.

Beginning in 2005, the price of this license
plate and its renewal fee have increased to help
the Wildlife Diversity Program, conservation
work and continue to support REAP.

$45 to buy; $25 annual renewal.

Where the money goes for REAP

$35 of the plate cost and $10 of the renewal go
to REAP. Much of the financial support for REAP
comes from gaming revenues, but an important part
IS from the natural resources plate. Named the
nation's best conservation funding program, here Is
how REAP distributes its annual funding:

- $350,000 conservation education

- 1% DNR administration of REAP

- 9% DNR for land management (parks mostly)

- 28% DNR for land acquisition and development
(open spaces)

- 20% County conservation boards

- 20% Soil and water enhancement

- 15% City parks and open spaces

- 9% Historical resources

- 3% Roadside vegetation

For more information on REAP, talk to your county

conservation board, city park department, or visit
www.iowadnr.com and click on REAP.

Where the money goes for Wildlife Diversity

$10 from the purchase price, and $15 from your
renewal, are dedicated to the conservation of lowa's
550 species of “nongame” wildlife (those creatures
not considered sport fish or game), to:

- Conduct special wildlife surveys
- Protect habitat
- Track threatened and endangered species

- Promote public understanding of our diverse
birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians

Your license plate money is actually doubled
because it is matched with a federal grant to protect
and manage animals of concern or in serious decline,
such as:

- Grassland and forest songbirds
Rare amphibians and reptiles
- Winter roosts of bald eagles
- Research on bobcat home range and
movements
- Prairie chicken restoration in southwest lowa.

For more information on Wildlife Diversity:
lowa DNR Wildlife Diversity Program
1436 255th St.

Boone, |A 50036
515.432.2823, ext.102
Email: Doug.Harr@dnr.state.ia.us
Website: www.lowadnr.com
then click on the plate.

How to
U y A
Natural Resources Plate

Follow these easy steps:

Take your existing plates and vehicle registration
to your county treasurer's office and tell them you
want to buy the natural resources plate.

After you pay the $45 fee, you will be issued your
new plates, and when your plate renewal anniversary
arrives, the $25 renewal fee will be included in your
annual registration bill.

For a personalized plate ($80, 5-character limit),
obtain an application from your county treasurer's
office, or DOT motor vehicle division office, or visit
www.GetYourTags.com.

You can also buy plate gift certificates at your
county treasurer’s office.




During the Great Depression, fi
with its staggering 3,20 AC
unemployment, thousands of 77—
Towa’s young men were /. i
offered work in the Civilian |7# =<'~
Conservation Corps. The

'|‘

result — a legacy of beautiful
structures we enjoy everyday
in our state parks.
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World-renowned architects, engineers and naturalists didn’t build the lodges,
dams and trails of lowa’s state parks. But they were built by great lowans. The
parks where we enjoy boating, camping, picnicking or just relaxmng are the result
of years of hard labor from the men of the Civilian Conservation Corps.

President Franklin Roosevelt founded the CCC in March of 1933. The
effects of the Great Depression, unemployment, and recurring drought and dust
storms, combined with the lack of a national welfare system, created an urgent

need for employment for young men, Roosevelt used the CCC program to fill
that need and also to improve conservation and erosion measures in the U.S.

In the first year of the CCC, 12.800 men were enrolled in lowa. By the time
the CCC program was discontinued in 1942, enrollment in lowa had increased to
more than 46,000. Nationwide, more than 2.5 million young men served in the
Corps.

In lowa, CCC men worked on conservation and construction projects in 41
different camps and in more than 80 state parks. The Conservation Chrps in

il lowa was organized at Fort Des Moines, where the men received initial training
e and conditioning, From there, companies were sent to various locations around
Ele%-=:  the state. where they set up camp and began a regimen of training, schooling

Left, Ledges bridge,
Story County
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Lake Ahquabi shelter,
Warren County

and work. Companies were organized in a military fashion and were supervised .

by officers pulled from the military. But leaders for the work groups were
chosen from the ranks of young men.

Initially, the CCC camps in Iowa were set up as “‘tent cities” with only the ':

officers’ barracks being of sturdier construction. Later, as camp routine was
established, the enrollees built more permanent quarters. These camp
complexes also included buildings for the office, camp store, infirmary and tool
storage.

Once the men arrived at their camp, they settled into a strict military-style
routine — rising before dawn and working at their assigned sites until noon, when
lunch was delivered. At the end of the afternoon work shift, the men would
return to camp and change into dress uniforms or clean “civvies” in time for the
5:15 dinner bell. Evenings were spent on recreation, classes and study. Lights
out was at 10 o’clock, with a bed check at 11.

Enrollees alternated taking weekends off to go home. Those left in camp
were responsible for the general upkeep of the barracks and grounds. Enrollees
were paid $30 a month, $25 of which was sent back to their families to provide
relief from the hardships of the Depression. The $5 that remained was usually
spent in the camp canteen or on entertainment in nearby towns.

i
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Opposite page and above middle, Lake

Wapello beach house, Davis County
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LEM:s or local educated men. as well as trained teachers were brought in to
teach interested enrollees at most of the camps. Subjects such as woodworking.
drawing or high school requirements were available, Some camps also published
a monthly newspaper filled with news, stories, jokes and drawings from the men
in the camp.

As when any large group of young men gets together, there was a lot of
minor troublemaking and practical jokes that took place. Short sheeting was
eommon, as well as “GI baths™ for those who refused to shower, But, in the
end. it was all in good fun, and makes up some of the men’s fondest memories.

Disagreements among the men were uncommon, but there were solutions if
they did occur. Some camps used KP duty as a form of punishment for fighting
or misbehaving, while other camps encouraged enrollees to put on gloves and
box as a solution to disagreements.
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Certificate of Wischarge
from

Civilian Conservation Lorps

1 The citizens where CCC towns were located were more than a little wary of
| -—: he gr-oups of boys that overran their towns on the weekends. But, overall, the
iation benefited both the boys in camp and the town economy.
- 'I'he term of service for an enrollees was six months. but they could re- enroll
En a total of two years, At the end of his service, each enrollee was given a
tificate of discharge, which could be used as a reference in future job
: ‘r i- hes. For many of the CCC veterans, this discharge certiticate was the
i preclous memento of their experience, and they are still treasured t&day
k- “The legacy of each and every enrollee is seen today in our state parks.
parks represent not only the time, sweat and labor that each man
- Contr butcd to environmental conservation, but also the memories, inandshlps
and lfe stories of the men of the lowa Civilian Conservation Corps.

[ -

1' fl i n from ©CC History, a video produced in 2002 by the lowa
h

“'* u bartment of Natural Resources and written by AmeriCorps valunfﬂer |
* Glenda Edwards.
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By Jerry Reisinger
Photos by Clay Smith

Inthe working world, John Neffis
the epitome of the full-time employee
working for part-time pay.

That’s because that’s exactly what
he does — working half of the year for
a paycheck and the other half for the
satisfaction ofknowingheis
preserving a place that is special to him
and many others. From mid-April
through mid-October the 69-year-old,
who is as fit as many 20 years younger
who come to the park to hike, works at
Palisades-Kepler State Park as a
seasonal employee, maintaining and
preserving the park that he has vivid
and fond memories of as a child. When
the summer work season is over, he
takes a few days off to winterize his
lawn mower and install storm windows
athome before heading back to
Palisades to continue doing what he
has done all spring and summer. And
he does it eight hours a day, five days
a week, for free.

[ first met John and his wife JoAnn
in April 1994 when I was a ranger at
Palisades. They came to reserve the
lodge, and once they had arrangements
made, John asked “Do you have any
need for someone to domowing and
thatkind ofthing?”” He had retired
from Collins Radio in Cedar Rapids the
year before, had done the projects at
home that he always thoughthe’ddo in

. hisretirement years and was looking
formeaningful ways to keep himself
busy. Dressed in his faded blue jeans
and wearing a pair of well-worn work
boots, a gray short-sleeved sweatshirt
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and baseball cap, he looked more like a
construction worker thana retiree.

When I asked if he thought he was
up torepairing damage the 1993 flood
had left behind, he replied with a very
soft but confident, “Oh, I think so.”
The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA)had earmarked funds
torepair the flood damage, allowing me
to hire someone to do the work.

John showed up at 7:45 the
following Monday moming, driving his
1986 blue Toyota pickup and carrying a
black, steel lunch bucket—the kind
with a domed top thata
Thermos bottle fitnicely
into. He later told me he
had carried the lunch bucket
for the past 37 years to
work and it always suited
his needs, although the
Thermos bottle had been
discarded years earlier.

John was eager to get
started and I was eager to
gethimstarted. During the following
weeks he rebuilta 4-foot-high rock
retaining wall the Civilian Conservation
Corps had builtinthe 1930s along the
Cedar River, as well as cut up and
hauled away trees deposited by the
flood. He caught on quickly to driving
the park’s old 1976 Ford 3600 tractor
and loader, and used it tomove
washed-out sand back to where it
belonged on the beach. Along the way,
he made friends with other park
employees and gained theirrespect.

The more we worked with him, the

hard-working and gentle he was. He
didn’ttalk much, butwhenhedid,
people listened because he thought
carefully before speaking and usually
had something worthwhile to say. He
had aknack of gently persuading
others to support his ideas.

Those who have worked with Jo
say he sets the pace by volunteering td
take the least desirable task, excelling
atit, and then offering to help others °

more we all learned how talented. ;
|

complete their jobs before hemoves §
on. I once heard him say to a 20-year=

oldcollege studentatthe |
beginning of the workday, “Whatdo yi
say we go down by the river and mo
today? You take theriderand I'lldo |
the trimming with the pusher.” After |
lunch, the college student felt guilty an
thought he’d push the trim mower ands
let John ride the tractor mower, but |
John insisted on pushing the trim
mower, which he did the rest of the
day.

Because of John's ability to work
hard and smart, coupled with his
natural tendency to mentor others whe
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haven’t been exposed to such a
strong work ethic, we were able to
get far more work done his first year
than we ever imagined. In fact, all of
the flood damage was repaired.

When mid-Octoberrolled around
John and I were talking on his last
scheduled day of work about the
maintenance needs of the park. |
explained that one of the realities of
managing a state park is there is
always more needs than money and
staff to address them.

“You know, there are a lot of
picnic tables with cracked boards and
inneed of paint,” he said.

| tried in the nicest way I knew to
tell him there was a number of jobs
that needed his help, butrules do not
allow forkeeping employeeson
longer. He paused for a few seconds
and explained that he knew there was
Nomoney to pay him but that he
would like to donate his time and

repair the tables.

I didn’t see John for a few days,
but then one day he showed up in his
little blue pickup. He backed into the
parking stall — the same way he had
done numerous times that summer—
and walked to the shop with his black
lunch bucket in hand. I asked if he
came to work on some picnic tables.
“Yeah,” he said, “I thought I’d get
started on ‘em and see how it goes.”

Johnvolunteered a full day that
day, taking no breaks and only 20
minutes for lunch. He stayed in that
routine for five days a week, every
week until spring. Most days were

spent in the shop repairing, sanding and

painting the 80-some picnic tables in
the park, but he also cleared snow, or
cut, piled and burned dead trees. He
washed the trucks, put up new signs,
cleared trails, helped park visitors with
questions and worked on most any
maintenance job the park needed.

John’s favorite projects are ones
he can later watch park visitors
benefit from, like repairing the
limestone trail bridge that had missing
stones, apoorly supported floorand
missing handrail sections.

“I remember the way it was after
the CCC builtit,” he reminisced. “To
bringitback toits original condition s
rewarding. I still like to hear hiking
boots clunk on thatsolid floorand I
walk onitmyselfonce in awhile,” he
said with a smile of satisfaction.

It’s been 10 years since John and
JoAnn came to my office to reserve
the lodge. I am now the district
supervisor for northeast lowa’s state
parks, and Johnis still working and
volunteering at Palisades-Kepler. I
feel good every time I drive into the
park and see John’s pickup backed
into his stall, knowing this part-time
employee s giving back full-time,
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Photos by Clay Smith
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David Williamson
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here’s more than one way to be a rock star.

David Williamson is proof ofthat. The Ogdenartist livesin
ahouse made fromrecycled trash — his unique existence
motivated by equal parts environmental dedication and
rock n’rollattitude.

Since the 1970s, Williamson and his wife Lindahave been
creating a home from salvaged pieces of bulldozed
buildings. His earliestartistic experiences —as arock
guitaristand singer—taught himto forge his own way in life.
he said. That’s what led him to create a philosophy. a form
of artisticexpression and a house, all builtupon recychng.
“I was inahigh school rock *n” roll band,” Williamson said,
during atour of his handmade residence. “All fourofusare
self-employed businessmen, now. It’s thatidea of creating
yourownpath.”

Williamson, now a professional artistand creative
consultant. has done just that. Heand his wife movedtoan
abandoned farmhouse inthe 1970s on Linda Williamson's
family farmland. Fromits dilapidated footprint. the two
created aplayground of colors and shapes salvaged from

materials intended forthe landfill.
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Stepping inside the Williamson
thome feels like entering a Willie
Wonka factory, or some other
childhood fantasy land. Bright colors,
& mirror ball and an airplane propeller
" Kecorate the walls and ceiling.
Stained glass windows act as doors,
an old basketball court serves as part
fafloor, and countless other odds
and ends lead new lives as house -
jparts.

“Itiskind ofaplay land,”
Williamsonsaid. “Youknow, you
have a place when you’re a child
where you dream and imagine. Now
I haveone, it’s justinsulated.”

For Williamson’s wife, and the
kwo children they raised at “El
Rancho Weirdo,” the unique house
imade foran equally unique home life.
. “It’sdefinitely anadventure,
because it’s always changing and I
Hon’tthink we ever will be finished,”
said Linda Williamson. “Itreally
reflects who we are. I don’t think it
would fit if we had a beige house.”

| Williamson’s house follows the
me trends as his artwork. He
culpts fromreclaimed garbage,
mostly metal, melting down pop cans,
tar parts and other sundries ina

i e e ——

homemade forge.
Lastsummerand fall
he lenthisunique
artistic sensibility to
the DNR.

Williamson
helped turn more than
700 pounds of metal
dredged fromthe
Des Moines River
watershed intoa 10-
foottall canoe paddle
sculpture. lowa
volunteers collected
the trash in June of
2004 during the
second annual Project
AWARE (A
Watershed
Awareness River
Expedition), acanoe
trip and watershed
cleanup.

The sculpture, crowned by a
model of a stone fly, initially took
shape during the 2004 [owa State
Fair. Williamsoninvited AWARE
volunteers and other fair-goers to
smelt, pound and form the
sculpture’s metal parts.

“From a volunteer standpoint, it

really helped tie everything together,
gave the volunteers a tangible
result,” said AWARE director Brian
Soenen. “It’s something that they
can be proud of that will last beyond
Project AWARE . . . It just far
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exceeded anything I ever imagined.”
The sculpture now stands in the
Wallace Building in Des Moines,
home to the DNR’s main offices.
Williamson also involved
fairgoersinacollaborative written
project, asking them torecord their
thoughtsaboutrivers. He compiled
their musings into a poem called
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“Clear,” which now hangs on display
beside the sculpture. Williamson, who
advises governments and companies
about the “creative economy,”
advocates sharing the creative process
with everyone.

“Some artists, over the past
several years, have beeninvolved in
makingartpublic,” Williamson said.
“I’ve beeninvolved inmaking the
process ofart public.”

The solidly built, white-bearded
Williamson usually wearsablack
leather vest, especially when working
at his forge. The heavy metal image
fades a bit, however, when he dons a
pair of wire-frame reading glasses to
read some of his poetry. That
dynamic—heavy metal attitude mixed
witha poet’s depth —underlies much

of Williamson’sart.
He gravitated to metal-smithing in
college. The fire-spewing forge
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to that rock ‘n’ roll. Anything having  world as an interdependent web — and | “We

reminded him of rock ‘n’ roll
that outlook shapes both his artwork i‘“ﬂdel s

pyrotechnics and held a similar to do with fire, I was into it.”

attraction. He wanted to be, he said, At the same time, Williamson and his commitment to recycling. j\‘t’illiams{

“like Jerry-Lee Lewis without the talks about his creations and his The barn outside Williamson’s j‘“’hﬂnygu

piano.” philosophy like an enthusiastic art home now serves as a sculpting studio. fandthe, g
“That’s where the whole student. In hisartand in his Metal pieces of all different sizes fill {Thic Patte

fascination with metal began,” worldview, Williamson constantly shelves reaching to the ceiling. ! That

Williamson said. “It was really back  emphasizes connections. He sees the Sculptures at various states of : !rel}ff-'semf
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in Williamson’s chalk home’s skin. Williamson painted some
drawing, applies to much  of them with roofing tar. He plans to
of our world, he said. It let it weather to see what texture

describes the connections  results.
among our blood vessels, Living in a handmade house

among concepts on the  affords himsuchartistic freedom, he
Internet, and among said.

wildlife, people and “The house is meant to be rough
resources in the and tumble,” Williamson said. “I’m an
environment, Williamson artist. I don’t care if a little paint
said. drips.”

“If everything’s Inside the house, Williamson’s
connected, the idea of sculptures and

paintings adorn
the walls. On the
ground floor, he
displays some
sculptures he
helped a special
needs class
create. Up a
circular staircase
made from steel
planter wheels
and spokes, a
drawing studio
displays another

going to the edge of
town and dumping
something on the curb
doesn’t work,” he said.
“There 1s no edge.”
As a result of that
outlook, Williamson’s
commitment to
recycling runs deep.
His home produces not
an ounce of trash.
Everything he, his wife
or his kids use gets
tompletion fill up the barn’s volume  recycled, reused, sculpted or

with jagged shapes. composted. Williamson even project — some
During arecentvisit, Williamson collects trash from his neighbors for illustrations for the
ketched a chalk model of his use as firewood or sculpting fodder. lowa Farm
vorldview on thetop ofananvil in “I think when you see David, Bureau.
his studio. First, hedrew aline he’s just about as honest a person His creativity
epresenting the outmoded view of a as you can find,” said sister findsexpressionin
Mat earth. Then he drew a circle, Deborah McGinn. “That’s why practical ways,
Vhich represented around earth. He  he’s so honest with the land and too. Anold steel
wrased that one, too. with the environment. He’s very water heater, =
“We’ve learned thatthecircular seriousaboutit.” lined with bricks,
nodel is just as screwy as the linear,” Artand recycling feed off one has found new life
Villiamson said. “The truth is that another at the Williamson residence. as a wood stove.
vhen you breathe in, it splits in two, The house itself functions both as For a time, El
ndthensplitsintwoagainandagain.  an example of recycling and a Rancho Weirdo
rhis pattern could go on forever.” continuing art project. During a tour even employed a
That “network model,” last summer, he pointed out the dry, homemade

epresented by a branching structure  different-sized boards that form his toilet. The system
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MERCURY

T On The Water

ALUMRCRAFT

2250 Ames Ave., W esley. 1A

515-679-4432

Visit the beautiful parks of
CHEROKEE COUNTY
Full ammenities
available at
Spring Lake Park in Cherokee
Semi-modern camping available
throughout the county

For more information contact the
City of Cherokee at
T12-225-2715 01
Cherokee County Conservation at
712-225-6709
You can also visit us on the web
cherokeecountyparks.com

Campgreumnd

3430 145th Ave Everly, lowa 51388
New Campground & Camping Cabins
Eight Miles West of Spencer and Just 20 miles
from the Iowa Great Lakes Region

(712) 262-2187

Clay[County[Conservation]Board

WWW.co.clay

1a.us ¢ claveodir@ncn.net

Welcome t_o Dallas Count

Visit the Natural Resources in Dallas County.

Take a hike in a fores! or praine. Expenience the sites and sounds of a wetfand, you will enjoy what

you find. Check out the North, Middle and South Raccoon Rivers for a tranquil, easy, and scenic

canoe floal. Traverse the unique and scenic Raccoon River Valley Tral which covers more than 56

miles in Dallas, Guthrie and Green Counties. Retum to the past by vising Forest Park Museum,

just outside of Perry.

Dallas County Conservation Board
1477 K Ave., Perry, lowa 50220

PH. 515-465-3577

Email dallascecons@iowatelecom nel
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Food Plot and Timber

wServicess “-
$9515-677-2761 &3

‘I' Draw deer and turkey «l"

11i Wed? Forg

(O your arca

‘ * We clear and plant Eﬁmm
food plots and trees Ficld trial & Gun diog Training
« Improve timber for wildhite t‘;’;*:[“"

Hockwell, TA 50409

641-592-429§8

* Watch your hunting |

SUCCEeSS L'\i‘}lw.]n' J

Adlai Stevenson (1900-1965)

We travel together, passengers on a little space
ship, dependent on its vulnerable reserves of air
and soil, committed for our safety to its security
and peace, preserved from annihilation only by
the care, the work, and, | will say, the love we
give our fragile craft.

uthrie County - lovva
P'a” your Affordable Family Fun Weekend now!

- Camping for tents/RVs at Nations
Bndge Park and Lenon Mill Park

-l Fishing and Canoeing on the Middle
Haccoon River

-] Biking on the Raccoon River Valley Trail
J Touring the Historical Village

- and Much More!
641-755-3061
www.guthriecenter.com/gccb

All Trails Lead to
Black Hawk County

Recreational Trails, 70+ miles

SKing, Biking, Hiking & Rollerblading ) ‘.
Campgrounds ’{J <

Full Hookups & Cabins
gty Cedar Valley Lakes, 500+ acres

Boating, Canoeing & Fishing

'!—'II.'H'III NTION ™

L
=

ounsm & Visdors Bursau

319.26K-4266

319-266-6K13

ROO-728-8431 www.co black-hawk_1a.us B00-B45-1955

www. waterloocvb.org depts/conservation  www. cedarfallstourism.org
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’ Spook Cave & l,l_ttlt‘f!t‘lii Recreation Area Camp in comfort - 2N Three Fingers

- Campground . e Stay in our cabins (- Campground
e * 35 Minute Guided o t_‘“‘r_” Y e, P r._h”, . ’ New Mini Golf Coursel
J | and water hook-ups/some sewer

Pull-through sites w/cement parking
20, 30, 50 amp. tull hook-ups
sewer, water, eic.)

Forest City, 1A - 641-581-5856

i mi'W on Counly Blackiop Ad:

O
\ Q@, 75 Site Spacious » Nature Trails

\i!’ﬁﬁ Campground * 70 Acre Littlefield Lake

T “‘-"‘-"ﬁf" * Fishing & Fishing, boating. swimming, beach
e } Swimming Lake

Mill Creek - Paullina, 1A

j‘ o | oe Cabins Located off Exit 70, 6 mi. N off 1-80 .|”H1.: Creek Sutherland, IA
: o or7mi. Eand S of Exim ()‘li . (_‘ Looki“g for a great
/« 7 miles West of : ru:n 0. : % ?
McGregor, Hwy. 18 \ public-owned facility managed by th Conservation Board place to camp
Audubon County Conservation Board WO W hriencount vy, coum
ww “-5Pﬂ"kfﬂ"l‘-'f"m For more information: web@ jowatelecom. net Try Crawford CDU“I}"S
| 563-873-2144 (712) 268-2762 \. Lo A J Nelson Park
« |63 acre park = 40 acre lnk:
» Hiking trajl
* Fishing = Hoating * Swimmng
Park is located 2 mie W-al Dow Ciry,
- IA o Hwy 30 then | mu. N on Country
Cirnvel
1 Get into the LURE of lowa and make \ls0 Visit the Dow House Histbrica
)J o | i Sile o J'I.Flrn. (il A
l,'l- reel ramily memories this vear, Towirs: Sab-Sun.. 1-5 p.o
[ Mav 28 unil e 4
/
(( ’ ' N
'f‘alcemeflghmg
“When one tugs at a
| OFTR finds 1t attached to the
| rest of the world.”

John Muir

Join us for a day, a weekend, or a

week in the wildermess! Any ol our
log cabins will make a wonderful get-a-way for ILULE o
you or your family. Each log cabin comes fully S— It fits In
E.-i_qmpperj with kitchen :.*-E:.Th F, 3 rj__-_mer'm i._'"_?fi_f: anywhere.
New beach area, fishing dock, horse-shoes :

T

Basketball court and paddle boats
Open Year Round

Fihhi“ﬂ* }‘““li““'
=3 vacation Retreat 7 12'446'2503
“"“I“.i”“'ﬂfluthafk.f["“ I Conlinuvously Vanable Transmission
Rathbun Lake - Southern lowa’s Best ' ! Dual-mode differentisl

{ indopenden! fronl susponsion

Financing Available
iE | NG EDGE OF | POWER | PERFORMANGE | EXHILARATION | W
: Avoca Des Moines
We Buy Used RVs for Cash Holtz Kawasaki Struthers Brothers
- 331 W. High Street Kawasaki
Cherokee > 51901 NW 2nd A
# : A ¥ -_ ¥ -1__'_1' L ¥ : | ¥ Z / '||. L
Competitive Prices Sunline R88-803-7693 2191 N nd Ave
e : 888-816-FAS']
e Palomino
1333 Fontana Blvd 8:30-2:30 Mon-Fri : : ..
Hwy. 150 S of Hazleion 8:30-6-30 Thurs Sun Valley Ottumwa [ipton
| mi from Fontana Park 8:30-5:00 Sat Starcraft Ottumwa Motor Sports, Inc. Strackbein’s Kawasaki
Hazleton 14 so61 j i”””'r* ':"‘:I“”“””-'. . Sunny Brook R00-684-5727 302 West South Street
NSk | Skyline 800-455-0417
Toll Free 877-636-9191 www jaspersrv.com




| Hobo FoilPackets

(easy, but kids turned up
noses at idea of veggies,
what do they know, adults
thought they were delicious)

B

| pound hamburger G
carrots
potatoes |
onions s
seasoning !
butter freme
(easy, but we messed up
’ Spray foil withnonstickcooking = by removing the skin
17 spray. Layer hamburger and compiletely, but hey, melted
A cubeclveggles Horthosewho {_2#_1;_.1E'_:E}I;_‘|1£1i fT'lé'lF.'E-'-l']_i!'Ir'.i|-ii'_':l'¢"n.-i?~_; '1.1.1{1'
dislike onion, itmay be omitted or panana, no further comment)
removed whendone. Fold foil into Banang
packets and cook oncoals until chocolate chips
tender. mini marshmallows

alumimum foil

Peel banana down one side and cut out lengthwise wedge.
Place marshmallows and chocolate chips into the wedge
and cover with peel and aluminum foil. Put into/coals for

five minutes.

i (easier than you think, Make sauce mixture: brown ground beef
Very popular) and sausage inskilletand drain. Add

spaghetti sauce and tomato sauce to meat.
serves 6 to o Mix.

M 6% (9 Tasacnanoodies. uncooked Make cheese mixture: mix the eges and all
O dsagna noodics, COOKE ey _
Y 3 thtﬂ beef cheeses, onions and peppers togetherin a
{ yound ground bee £
! : ] = mixing bowl.
/> pound Italian sausage 3 _ |
! ot Line | 2-inch Dutch oven with
jar spaghetti sauce | : .
| iAo Ycantomato sau aluminum foil. Laver as follows. 1/3
! 5 07.) can tomato sauce | =
| Yeaoszarclla orated sauce mixture, layer of noodles, /> cheese
pound mozzarella, gratec | 1 | .
mixture. 1/3 sauce mixture, layer of

D oco0
= CULUS . 3
: | - Par | noodles. 'z cheese mixture, 1/3 sauce
| Cup rarmcesan cncesc . | _
mixture. Bake 45 minutes to | hour at 350

! onions and peppers N ’
| degrees or use 17 coals on top and 8 coals

on the bottom. Replace coals as needed.



Rod’s Dutc.h Oven Shore LunchPotald

(easy, aelicious)

4 or 5 oranges 3 pounds red potatoes
favorite muffin mix already prepared | large onion

. . . ed pepper
Cutoranges in half and remove (and eat) L red peppel

insides. Pour prepared muffin batter into orange | green pepper
“cups’ toabout half full. Wrap tightly in foil and | yellow pepper
carefully place in hot coals forabout 15 Yz cup butter

F . s - — ] ] ¥ 1 -
minutes. Check occasionally fordoneness. Cool /2 cup water

slightly. eatwith a fork directly from the orange
orremove rind and eat.
Butter the bottom and sides ofa D

potatoes into bite-size chunks and place s

Slice peppers and onion and place on toj

Slice butterand place on top. Add fav
Place lid on the Dutch oven and cook at
40 minutes. Fora 12-inch oven, use 17

8 on the bottom. Replace

Putch Oven Sticky Buns

| package frozen bread dough
| pint heavy whipping cream
/2 cup brown sugar &3

brown sugar and cinnamon mixture §

Thaw frozen bread dough overnightand cut
into chunks with scissors. Butterthe bottom
of'an 8-inch Dutch oven. Combine heavy whipping cream and ° cup of brown sugar
and pour into the greased Dutch oven. Place brown sugar and cinnamon mix ina
shallow bowl and roll each chunk of bread doughinto the mix. Place the bread dough
in the Dutch oven layering but not too highbecause the dough will rise a lot in the
oven. Bake for 20 minutes with'I'l'coals on top and five on the bottom.




slunteer
ejjner

waths of burnt, felled

and poisoned trees tattoo the
carth in parts of western lowa’s
Loess Hills. Tothe small armies of
volunteers who swarm the hills
there every June, 1t 1s a beautiful
sight.

This summer marks 12 years
since Jeanand Chad Eells founded
the “Great Race Against Shrubs and
Shade (GRASS).”
save parts of the Loess prairie from

anannual pushto

invading woody
plants. The event,
held June 3, kicked
offthe 29th annual
Loess Hills Prairie
Seminar at the
Sylvan Runkel State

Preserve.

“It’sreally a
pleasure to get up on
a Friday morning
with people who are

Michael Dhar

really closeto
lunacy.” Jean Eells said following
last year's events. “We're clinging
to. holding on to, buying time for a
tiny stretch of prairie.”

GRASS began as a two-person
venture. when Jean and Chad Eells
looked atold pictures of the Loess
and saw that the prairie had shrunk,
Jean Eells said. That loss reflects a
statewide trend where 2 percent of
lowa grasslands disappearevery
year, shesaid. Today, only .1
percentoflowa’s original prairie
remains, thoughitonce covered 70

percent of the state.

A wlunl;eer g’asses Lﬂ:ﬁ_ v
‘a chamsaw

by Michael Dhar

“[t’s our own
little way of trying
to make a
(had
Eells said of the

difference.”

volunteereffort.
“Howeversmall
that may be.”

The GRASS
eventnow kicks
offthe Loess Hills
Prairie Seminar

Loess Hills
partlf:lpanf/s-

TvSmedes

every year,
attracting as
many as 90 saw-
1"

gl - wielding warriors
Last

FF ]{
ko "M:

at a ime.

year, more than 30 volunteers logged
| 26 hours clearing a section of prairie.

“It’s pretty amazing,” said 12-year-
old volunteer Brendan Flannigan at last
year's event. He pointed to a pickup
truck-sized patch of cleared brush on
the hills. “We went through and took
all that outin about three minutes.”™

The Eells’ effort fits naturally into
the seminarat Sylvan Runkel, a
three-day eventdedicated to the
study of Towa’s rare Loess Hills.
Formed fromupto 150-foot thick
deposits of siltblown from the

floodplain, the hills share their

|I<e the tralls'

Bringing “GRASS” to the grasslands

Volunteers help save the Loess Hills prairie

features with
only one other
site on earth
—1n China.
The unusual
microclimate
exhibits
species, like
yucea, not
found for
hundreds of
miles.

Thisrare
ecosystem
warrants
volunteer
efforts, Jean
Eells said,
though she
knows that
many of the invasives will grow back
withinayear. Hopefully, removing
some trees will give the prairie
enough access tosunlightto survive.
she said.

“Youturnanarmy loose with
chainsaws and cutting tools, you can
see landscape scale change.™ Jean
Eells said. “The neat part for me 18,
from (county road) L 12 from the
north. you can see from the road the
And then |
don’t feel so bad about individual

difference over time.
stems growing back.”

For other Keepers of the
Land volunteer events

please visit:
www.keepersoftheland.org
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(Gene Huling & Rita Millard

VY1 O

Roger & [eresa Finken

Second Place wins a $250
camping package irom

Sportsman's Warehouse

Dick & Elaine Leu
Third Place wins a
campi 1t’._} {J{}l.J[_}{_“IH

DOOK
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1en Prairie Rose

State Park was

concerved some
70 years ago, itdidn’t take a
committee or a task force or
even much pondering, for that
matter, to come up with a fitting
name.

Maybe 1t was because the
small, yetbustling village — with
its busy general store, blacksmith
shop and successful creamery —
situated on the edge of what 1s
now the south park entrance
shared the same name. More
than likely, though. itoriginated
fromtherolling fields of prairie
rose flowers that decorated the
villaand dotted the rolling hill-
sides around the creamery.

Prairie Rose1s considered
one of lowa’s “newer” state
parks, even though it wasa
product of the state’s 25 Year
Conservation Planof 1933. From
the onset, community interestin
the park was high, however it
wasn’tuntil 1952 that the park
site was actually chosen. Six
years later, the construction of
the dam started, and in 1962 the
park was dedicated.

Situated among the rolling
hills of southern Shelby County,
Prairie Rose 1s also one of the
more picturesque parks. Along
with the many picnic areas with
vistas of the beautiful 21 8-acre
lake, two open shelters are
available and may be reserved
for a fee through the park office

There are several native

grass prairie areas, which provide

Prairie

By Michelle Reinig
and Jan Curtis
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OPPOSITE PAGE: It's no real secret how Prairie Rose State

Park earned its name. BELOW: Fishing, boating and swimming

are all popular activities on the scenic 218-acre lake.

S el
J?r"r."-_d. =

excellent habitat for the pheas-
ants. Along withthem, you will
see and hear many other types of
native wildlife. Many different
songbirds inhabit the park area
along with deer, beaver, mink,
muskrats. raccoons, herons and
many others. Most are there
year around, however spring and

fall are especially exciting times

with the waterfowl migration,
when several species of ducks,
snow and Canada geese, pelicans,
and occasionally trumpeter
swans, bald eagles and osprey
stop for a break.

Some of the more popular
water activities include boating,
fishing and swimming. Prairie
Roseisanartificial lake; boats
withany-size motors can be used,
but they must run at no-wake
speed. Several dock slips are
available forrent for pontoon

boats. Two paved boat ramps

are available. one on the north

side and one the
southside.
Althoughmany
anglersare
successful by
boat, youdon’t
need one to fish
at Prairie Rose.
Ample shoreline
access and
seven fishing
jetties are
available forthe
shore angler.
The lake
supports a large
number of
bluegill, crappie
and channel
catfish. Large-
mouth bass and
flathead catfish

DNR pholo

icr

"\|=..L:'::'H in "'-'ll,':'-

provide a challenge for the more
serious angler. Two fish cleaning
stations are available for the
successfulangler.

Forcampers, Prairie Rose
offers 61 electric sites with
scenic views of the lake. There
are 36 nonelectric sites, some
nestled in a wooded area. The
shower building 1s located near
the electric sites, with a large
playgroundand ample parking
nearby. Afternoons can be spent
pitching horseshoes atone of two
pits, either in the electric area or
the picnic area near the nonelec-
tric camp sites. The park also
oftersapproximately seven miles
oftrails, an unsupervised beach
witha playground and a new sand
volleyball court.

Wiav/ June 20005 o lowa Conservalionisi
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Campground upgrades
planned this yearinclude adding
more electric sites and upgrading
to 50-amp service. New fire rings
for each site and additional water
hydrants will also be added. With
camping becoming increasingly
popular at the park, the upgrades
will better serve visitors.

For those wanting a break
from the peace and tranquility of
Prairie Rose, nearby communities
offerplenty of opportunities to fill
an afternoon or even a day trip
off-site. Approximately 12 miles
cast of the park. the Danish
Villages of EIk Horn and
Kimballton offer an educational

Shannon Meister

HEROLD

Trailer Sales Inc.

[‘b

TRAVEL TRAILERS & 5TH WHEELS
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TRAVEL TRAILERS & 5TH

FE
s o Dgrim
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VEL TRAILERS %
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g, | _‘}—| .,
Dutchmen
TRAVEL TRAILERS & 5TH WHEELS

Trailer Sales Inc.
Family Owned & Operated since 64

1806 W. 2nd-Hwy. 92 Weslt, Indianola, IA
www_heroldtrailersales.com

515-961-7405

Roughly two-thirds of the campsites offer close views of the
lake, providing convenient access to shoreline fishing.

interpretation of Danish history
and culture. Several festivals and
plenty of fun activities are
scheduled throughout the year in
both communities. Just eight
miles south of the park 1s the
quaint little town of Walnut,
known for 1ts antique persona.
There, visitors can take a trip
back in time while visiting the
general store or grabbing a bite to
eat at the local Pickle Barrel.
Walnut hosts its annual antique
walk 1n June, drawing thousands
of people from across the coun-
try. Venture to Harlan, only eight
miles north and west of the park
for the annual Jammin™ on the
Square celebration held each year
in August.

The Friends of Prairie Rose
volunteers, work together to
sponsor events and local fund-
raisers to increase environmental
awareness and raise money for
park improvements. Each year
during free fishing weekend the

group hosts a kids’ fishing day for

anglers age 15 and under. Con-
tests are held and prizes awarded.
The group plans to build a wildlife
blind near the east silt pond,
providing opportunities to view
the many different species that
move through the area.

Those interested in joining the
group should contact the park
office. For a listing of other local
events in and around Prairie Rose
State Park, check out
www.exploreshelbycounty.com

Whether you are just looking
to kill a few hours or fill a week's
vacation, Prairie Rose offers
something foreveryone. Come
explore what Prairie Rose has to
offer; it is truly the hidden gem of
southwest lowa.

Jan Curtis is the park ranger
and Michelle Reinig is the
park manager at Prairie Rose
State Park.
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; PRAIRIE ROSE STATE PARK AT A GLANCE
i
i LOCATION: Located three miles south of Harlan in Shelby County.
| PICKNICKING: There are a number of picnic areas overlooking the lake. There are two open
! picnicshelters with electrical outlets available for rent through the park office.
! CAMPING: There are two separate campgrounds, one containing 6 1 electrical units with modern
! showerandrestroom facilities. The other has 36 nonelectrical sites and a non-modern rest room
J
facility.
l : : . . ey
i TRAILS: The park offers approximately seven miles of trails, which explore the ecosystems within
j thepark. Thetrailsalso provide opportunities to snowmobile and cross-country ski during the winter.
| Abridgenow crosses the spillway connecting the campground area with the beach.
! LAKEACTIVITIES: A focal pointofthe park, the 218-acre lake provides excellent largemouth
! bass, channel catfish, bluegill and crappie fishing; six new fishing jetties have been installed. There isa
! beachand nearby playground for family fun. Boats with unlimited motor size can be operated at no-
E wake speeds. The lake is also popular with
_ j canoers and sailboaters. ,!‘_ : 1
o : FUNFACTS: Prairie Rose State Park is ff i Highway 44
M- v s g 4 miles b
* | namedafterthe Village of Prairie A i i =* ).
ridad i
rded !  Rose, asmall town once located near )= >t
ldlife : -
ot ! where the park is now located. LTI -
) ! . 11 . " /"
| ' CONTACT: Prairie Rose State i v $ DinpoEoEEies
VIEN : .
| I Park, 680 Road M47, Harlan, lowa _ N A PICNIC AREA
tha | 51537,(712)773-2701; ) # ResTROOM
| | Prainie_Rose@dnr.state.ia.us. " [W47] [C SHELTER
g e I 10/ e BOAT RAMP
ark j ‘:j o8 <> FISH ATTRACTOR
rJocal 1 T;‘ U C J‘-N ------- NATURE TRAIL
] = -. q L
Rosé i SN - DS - === MULTI-USE TRAIL
(x , O L (R, LETAN HIKING
I i W PR SNOWMOBILE
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lowa Educators Recognized For Contribution To Youth And The Outdoors

Lyle Lundgren, a teacher at
MOC-Floyd Valley High School
in Orange City, 1sthe 2005
recipient of the Brass Bluegill
award. The award 1s presented
each year to an instructor who
has established an outstanding
local program thatexemplifies the
goals of Fish lowa!

Lundgren was among 30
educators who piloted the Fish
[owa!basic spincasting module in
February 1990. Atthe time,
L.undgren was teaching fifth and
sixth grades. In 1992, he moved
toMOC-Floyd Valley High
School in Orange City where he
has incorporated the program into
his physical education curriculum.
Lundgrenhas involved more than
3,200 students, and teaches hield
archery, orienteering, rock-
climbing and rappelling. Freshmen
and sophomores spend a half-day
fishing at a nearby pond. Juniors
and seniors visit Mill Creek State
Park in O’Brien County where
they notonly fish, butalso play
softball, volleyball and “ultimate
frisbee.”

Lundgren also shares his
enthusiasmand expertise outside
the classroom. He uses Fish
lowa!with Boy Scouts on
camping trips and to help them
carntheir fishingmeritbadge. He
also has assisted with training
workshops for othereducators
and vouth leaders so they can
teach the unit,

In 1992, Orv Otten, an

Alan Foster

instructor at Northwestern
College, in Orange City, began
working with the DNR to provide
training in Fish lowa! for his
students — future P.E. teachers.

Otten usesitinhis “Teaching of
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Otten have taught the unitto

more than 100 future teachers.
LLundgren received the Brass

Bluegill award, along witha set of

24 spinning rods and reels do-

nated by Pure Fishing of Spirit

L to R: Barb Gigar, DNR aquatic education coordinator, with
Brass Bluegill winner Lyle Lundgren and Fish lowa! honoree Orv

Otten

Sports™ class. The same class
includes units on how to teach
cricket, eclipse ball, team hand-
ball, and other “unique™ games.
Since 1995, Lundgren has team
taught the Fish lowa! unit. Future
teachers getpractical, hands-on
experience tying knots and
casting. They also learn how to
teach fishing and water safety to
elementary and secondary
students, fromclassroomto field
experiences. The course is taught

every other year. Lundgren and

Lake, at the May 12 meeting of
the Natural Resource Commis-
sion, 1n Des Moines. Otten was
also be recognized for his efforts
to teach fishing and for introduc-
ing youth to the outdoors.

The Brass Bluegill award has
been cosponsored by Pure Fishing
and the lowa Department of
Natural Resources aquatic
education programsince 1997.
Fish lowa! strives to create safe
anglers and responsible stewards

of lowa’s aquatic resources.
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Lake Of Three Fires Renovation Complete; Camp Sites And Cabins Now Open

The in-lake improvements at
Lake of Three Fires are complete
and the lake is filling. The lowa
Department of Natural Resources
has invested $3.2 million on lake
and park improvements at Three
Fires since 1997.

Largemouth bass and bluegills
were stocked this spring and the
DNR will stock channel catfish
and crappies later this year.

All campsites and cabins are
open for campers, but the shower
building atthe main campground
1sclosed and will be replaced by
anew showerbuilding later this
summer. Campers should use the
shower building atthe other
campground. The equestrian
campgroundisalsoopen.

Work includedinstalling

Foreign Visitors
Make Stop In Iowa

Four black-bellied
whistling ducks were
spotted on a pond
north of West Lake
Okoboji on April 18.
This tree-nesting
duck is native to
Mexico and its range
Is from the southern
tip of Texas,
Louisiana and
Arizona and south.
This is the eighth
sighting of the black-
bellied whistling duck
in lowa on record.

riprap to
protect the
shoreline, a
new boatramp,
stake beds and
otherin-lake
fish attracting
structures and
33 structures in
the watershed
to prevent stilt
fromentering
the lake. A
newly constructed spillway will
prevent carp fromre-entering the
lake. The fish population was
renovated in the fall of 2004 and
good fishing should return by late
2006. Thedredging project
removed 38.600 dump truck loads
of silt from the lake.

Lake of Three Fires shelter under construction

T'he DNR has plans to
install a large wetland in the
summer of 2006 in the public
hunting area above the lake,
which will further protect the
water quality of the lake and
offeradditional hunting opportu-

nities in the area.

Zac Jackson
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State Agencies To Become More “Efficient”

State agencies will become
evenmore “etficient” underan

order signedrecently by Governor

Tom Vilsack.

The Governor, in the execu-
tive order, directed state agencies
to improve upon their current
practices of conserving energy.
Among other things, it requires at
least 10 percentof agencies’
clectric consumption come from
renewable energy resources; that
they purchase alternative fuel or
hybrid-electric vehicles for 100
percent of their non-law enforce-
ment light duty fleetand increase
theirusage of bulk diesel fuel.

“When we use renewable
fuels, we create economic
opportunities forthe farmers of
our state, we return dollars to our
local economies and strengthen
communities,” said Vilsack.
“Renewable fuels also give
families an opportunity to stretch
theirenergy dollars because they

are less expensive.”

Since 1988, state facilities
have invested more than $51
million inenergy efficiency
improvements, yielding nearly
$100million insavings. However,
energy-saving technologies
continue to improve, making
energy efficiency acontinuous

effort, with many more millions of

dollars insavings feasible. To
ensure progress 1s made, all
agencies will be required to
submit quarterly reportson their
progress.

State investment in cost-
effective renewable energy
sources and energy-efficient
equipment will help provide
stable, secure, long-term energy
markets and the development of
promising new technologies for
the citizens of lowa.

There are currently 23
governmentand retail sites
offering E85 fuel for the 50.000
flexible fuel vehicles driven in
lowa.

'€ONSERVATION UPDATE

Rural Odor Study
Continues With
Manure Application

State inspectors are continu-
ing to test odor levels and re-
sponding toodor complaints as
partofa comprehensive study to
determine airquality near large
animal feeding operations.

“With spring manure
spreading underway, we are
reminding lowans of this
effort,” said DNR spokesman
Brian Button. “Citizens can call
[-800-961-ODOR when unusu-
ally strong odors are present
through the year.” Radio ads
will also promote the study.

Buttonsaid an inspectoris
sent to take readings as soon as
possible,

“Thisisn’tanenforcement
effort. No action is taken against
the source,” he said. The study 1S
used to collectdata to help
determine ifany future odor-
reducing measures are neces-
sary.

The effort stems from state
legislation in 2002 that called for
comprehensive reviews ofair
quality near animal feeding
operations. Hydrogen sulfide and
ammonia gas monitoring also
beganin 2002,

State inspectors use hand-
held devices thatdilute odorous
air with sevento 15 parts filtered
air, then record the results.

Toreportexcessiveagricul-
tural related odors, call 1-800-
961-0ODOR.
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Hamilton County Home To Six Trumpeter Swans

Hamilton County is the new
home to six trumpeter swans
released into the wild in mid-
May.

The swans were released at
Anderson Lake northeast of
Jewell, Bjorkboda Marsh near
Stanhope and Gordon’s Marsh
southwestof Webster City.

The eventincludesa 15-
minute swan/wetland presenta-
tion, a unique opportunity to
touch and view the swans up
close, and a historic photo
opportunity with the kids.

As the largest North Ameri-
can waterfowl, these all-white
birds can weigh up to 36 pounds
with an 8-foot wingspan. Trum-
peter swans were once common
in lowa, but were gone from the
state by the late 1800s. By the
early 1930s, only 69 swans
remained in the lower 48 states.

The trumpeter swans being

released are part of the DNR’s

statewide trumpeter swan

restoration effort, with hopes they

will help restore a wild free-flying
populationto lowa. Since 1995,
more than 500 free-flying trum-
peter swans have been released
into the wild statewide. The goal
1sto have 25 free-flying nesting
pairs of trumpeter swans in lowa
by 2006. Public supportiskeyto
achieving thisobjective.

The releases were made
possible thanks to the Hamilton
County Conservation Board and
to Sampson family. The
Sampsons have been staunch

supporters of the lowa Trumpeter

Swan Restoration Program in
memory of David A. and Robert
Luglan Sampson.

Additional releases havealso
occurred this spring in Carroll,
Cerro Gordo. Ida, Winnebago and
Wright counties.

Trumpeter swans, like those pictured above, were released in
mid-May at three locations in Hamilton County.

Lowell Washburn

Upcoming NRC
and EPC Meetings

The dates and locations have
been set for the following meet-
ings of the Natural Resource
Commussionand Environmental
Protection Commission of the
lowa Department of Natural
Resources.

Agendas are set approxi-
mately 10 days priorto the
scheduled meeting date. For
additional information, contactthe
lowa Department of Natural
Resources, Wallace State Office
Building, 502 E. 9" St., Des
Moines, lowa 50319-0034.

Natural Resource
Commission:

— August | |
Clear Lake
September 8
Brushy Creek

— October 13
Northeast lowa

Environmental Protection
Commission:

August 15
Des Moines
— September 19
Des Moines
— October 17
Des Moines

State Preserves
Advisory Board:

— July7-8
Mason City
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Debts of Gratitude. ..
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[ hey were a tfew simple

—

sentences | read inan obituary.
but to me. they spoke volumes.

“Berl Downing. 83, of
Decorah, died at his home March
6. 2005. There will be no services
orvisitation. His body will be
cremated. and interment will be at
the USS Arizona Memonal, Pearl
Harbor, Hawai.”

It you didn’t know Berl,
would be justanother obituary
notice. Or, itmightbe justa
statistic when yvou consider World
War Il veterans are passing away
at the rate of a thousand a day.

But | knew Berl was a retired
lowa conservation officer. He
was one of my training officers.
Berl was another one of those
guys who, as I've written before, |
would look atand think."No way
will I ever know as much as this
eguy does.”
time how much there was to his
background. I quickly found
someone whom Limitially judged to
be rough and gruffactually had a
heartof gold.

Berl genuinely wanted me to
succeed. He wasn’tinterested In
telling me stories of pastexploits
on the job. He was more inter-

ested inequipping me with what |

Lattle did | know at the

needed to know todo the job

myself. ['ve never forgotten that.

and now thatI'm inthe position
of training new officers. I try to
emulate Berl sapproach.

| had my first court case n
Berl s area. | called him, and
asked directions to the court-
house, and if there was anything |

should know about the court

there. He gave me the directions,

and said. "*You'll find out for
yourself.” I think it took the
magistrate all of five minutes to
find the guy guilty. When I came
out of the courtroom Berl was
waiting forme. “Did you win?”
he asked.

“Yeah, [ did.”
be cool about it, but | think he
could see | was excited. He just
nodded his head. and broke out
into thatuntorgettable smile he
had. “Figured youwould.”™

Nothing much seemed to
bother Berl. I found out later
why. Berl was a crew member
aboard the USS. Maryland at
Pearl Harboron Dec. 7, 1941.

Maybe, like me, you ve
visited Pearl Harbor. When you
enter the visitor center you pass
by the exhibits. You see the
photos of Battleship Row that
day. You sce pictures of the
crews. You see their personal
eftects. You sce photos of the
attack. Then you enter an amphi-
theater, where, at least that day.,

[ was trying to

yvou are welcomed by a Pearl
Harbor survivor. You watch a
film, sce the horrific explosion of
the Arizona, see the aftermath.

After that you board a boat,
and the Navy takes you to the
Arnzona Memonal. Youimmedi-
ately notice the boat is spotless,
and the two sailors at the helm in
crisp white uniforms are all busi-
ness. You would think as you step
off the deck onto the memonial
with so many people there would
be lots of chatter. It was complete
silence.

Y ouwalk into the memorial.
look down, and there is the Arizona
lying beneath you. Suddenly. the
history books youread become

very real. It hits you this wasn't

justastory you read, ora movie

yvou watched. Inanother room. up
onawall, are all those names.
That's what gets you. The names
cover the wall. Hundreds of them.
Y ourealize they are still there in
that ship beneath you.

But then, you see a section 1n
the corner of some newer names.
Y ou get closer and discover they
are the names of crew members
who survived that day. You
realize they wentonto fight,
survive the warand live their lives.
But at the end. they returned to be
with their comrades. | read that
panel and I had to walk out be-
cause | was overwhelmed. ['m

not a veteran. nor was | in the




military. The closestunderstand-
ing I have to such comradeshipis
that of the law enforcement
community. Butreading it felt
“Thisisaholy place. 'mnot
even worthy to be here.”

[ walked back outinto the
memorial where Japanese tourists
were dropping flowers onto the
water above the Arizona. | went
to the rail, and saw the drops of
oils which still rise outofher hull
to the surface where they slowly
spread over the water. As others
have described, they rise as 1f
tears over that terrible day, and

overthose lost.

|"ve been fortunate to enter

this profession when many
officers like Berl were. and stil|
are, working. They have served
their country in places like Europe,
the Pacific, Korea and Vietnam.
[ respect them, and ["ve learned
from every one of them.

[ think of them when | receive
calls ke I did froma young man

who needed me to inspect his all-

terrain vehicle so he could register

it. I knocked on the door, and he
answered itwearing auniform.
[here were chevrons on the lapel
He had recently returned from

[raq.

“I'have to train some guys
that are going,” he said. “I"'m not
sure 1f | have to go back, but |
guess if [ have to, [ will.”

He handed me the forms. and
[ signed them. “*Sergeant. 1f you
have any further problems with
your registration, youcallme.”

“Don tyou have to see my
ATV

“No, 1f you haveaproblem,
youcallme.”

He extended his hand and
said. “Thank you.™

| shook it thinking itwas an
honor just to stand in his house.

“Sir, thank you.™
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State Documents Center
Miller Building
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