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FROMTHEDIRECTOR

Make Fishing Part
of Your Outdoor

Experiences —
It’s the Reel Deal

Our calendars mark the
holiday as Jan. 1, but for many of
us, the true beginning of a new
year is more variable, particularly
for that eternal optimist known as
the angler.

T'he real new year for many
of us starts when the ice finally
gives way on streams and lakes.
The days get warmer and longer.
Twilight skies are filled with the
sight and anxious honking of
Canada geese making their spring
ritual flights back through lowa
on the return to summer nesting
grounds. There’s a promise when
we witness these great flocks
making their way north. The
water is beginning to open. It

won’t be long.

Those unseasonably warm
winter days have a way of
taunting us, tempting us to pull the
tackle box off the shelf for a quick
inventory. There’s line to be
changed and reels to be otled. We
want to be ready.

This issue marks our annual
fishing forecast i1ssue of the lowa
Conservationist. It is a must-read
for our fishing public because no
one knows more about the pros-
pects for fishing lowa’s waters
than the dedicated men and
women we have working in our
fisheries bureau. They know
where the hotspots are and those
places that are still a year or two
away from reaching true potential.
They can tell you about some of
those out-of-the-way spots that
the rest of us may have driven by
without so much as a second
thought.

[t is also an important year for
us for another reason. We will be
stepping up our efforts to not only
recruit more anglers to the sport,
but also to make their fishing
experiences more successful and
hopefully more enjoyable.

Looking closely at the fishing
license sales over the past four
years lead us to a very important
discovery. Recruitment of new
anglers 1s definitely important, but
we found retention of anglers 1s
just as vital. In all, we have sold
fishing licenses to more than
600.000 individuals in the past
three years, but only about a third
have purchased every year.

The trend lines have caused
us to do a great deal of seli-

reflection in the last year. We

believe we need to do more than

justthe quality biological work
that creates healthy fisheries. We
need to think of the angling public
especially those who might
enjoy fishing, but aren’t on the
“hard-core™ end of the spectrum
as customers. We need to take
a closer look at what kind of
outdoor experience they are
looking for and help them find 1t.

Our first attempt to have a
more customer-based approach
to promoting the sport of fishing
will be this spring along the
Interstate 380 corridor in Black
Hawk, Linn and Johnson coun-
ties. We hope our experience this
spring will provide us an opportu-
nity to learn more about prospec-
tive anglers and what we can do
to make their experiences on the
water that much more successful
and rewarding.

[here are those who will look
at this effort as the DNR trying
to raise more revenues through
license sales and while they are
not entirely wrong, our primary
objective is to get more people
involved in outdooractivities.
People who fish are more likely
to become involved in other
outdoor activities such as camp-
ing, trail walking and bird watch-
ing. And people who are avidly
involved in those outdoor pursuits
become stakeholders. An avid
angler knows all too well the
importance of water quality for
providing top-notch fishing

opportunities.

Director’s Message

cont. on page 4
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COVER: FOGGY MORNING TRIO—
WILDTURKEYBY LARRY ZACH

Foggy Morning Trio, the first in a three-print
series, features three mature gobblers on the
edge of a spring woods as the rising sun
burns through an early morning fog. Upon
further observation the viewer will find a
giant shed antler, a lost turkey call, house
wren, pair of bluebirds, old Farmall tractor,
morel mushrooms, and a pair of Canada
geese. All three prints in the foggy morning
series contain sign of the world-record Albia
buck, three gobblers, and Canada geese.
For more information on this print or other
artwork by Larry Zach, please contact Zach
Wildiife Art, 641 S Ankeny Blvd, Ankeny, IA
50021, (515) 964-1570 or view their web site
at www.zachwildlifeart.com
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2005 IOWA FISHING FORECAST

SPRING RITUAL

by Lowell Washburn

[t’s the call every turkey hunter waits for — the
distinct, staccato gobble of the eastern wild turkey.
Spring 1s here and the woods are coming alive.

TURKEY SEASON FINALE PROVIDES
FOND MEMORIES

by Lowell Washburn

I'he enthusiasm for spring turkey hunting rarely fades
for those who have experienced it. And, although the
season may end without a bird in the bag, memories are
made for those who follow this spring tradition.

UNRAVELING THE ELK RUN CREEK
FISH KILLS

by Karen Grimes
Protecting water quality can be as intense and
exciting as CSI.

GOVERNOR’S ENVIRONMENTAL
EXCELLENCE AWARD WINNERS

by Jill Cornell

Governor Vilsak recognizes 14 outstanding lowa
environmental leaders.

AMES INSTITUTION SERVES UP

BARBEQUED WILD TURKEY BREAST
by Mick Klemesrud

Hickory Park, famous for its barbeque know-how,
grills a little something worth gobbling up.

SPECIAL INSERT: 2004 FISH AWARDS
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Dissotii M our natural resources. The more tion now yearning for ways to
trector’s Message

people we have that are engaged “get away from it all.”
cont. from page 2 in the outdoors and natural A clinical psychologist and
resources, the bigger voice we avid fly fisherman by the name
Bottom line. the more people become 1n advocating on behalf of Dr. Paul Quinnett has done
we have involved in outdoor of our environment. some fascinating research on
recreation activities the more [ don’t think any of us the effectiveness of fishing in
appreciation they will have for should be surprised that with all reducing everyday stress. As he
of the changes n tech- puts it, “Fishing is hope experi- {

nology and lifestyle over enced.”

the last 40 years, people In a day and age where

have so many other stress seems to be lurking for us : ‘
things to do beyond around every corner, fishing |
traditional outdoor does look to be a potentially

pursuits like fishing. It is strong and effective prescrip- i
precisely this reason that tion. Our goal 1s to help more L

also leaves me optimistic people find it. v

that fishing can once

lowa Prairie Network

again become a popular Q’T O Q
Join the IPN, only $10/year! diversion for a popula- VL el ;
Write IPN, PO Box 572, Nevada, |IA 50201 , .
or see www./owaprairienetwork.org

Jeffrey R. Vonk

Warm Season Grass Establishments

The key to success is to choose the herbicide and the
Townsend

Chemical Division
encourages good

application technique which, together, will effectively
control woody brush, noxious weeds and unwanted

grasses, and preserve the safety of wildlife and the

wildlife habitat environment. Proper herbicide applications can

through proper help develop desirable wildlife habitat.

herbicide application.

9211 E. Jackson
Selma, IN 47383
1-800-616-4221

www.townsendchemical.com
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Magazine Subscriptions

Phone calls 515-281-3887

Or on-line at www.iowadnr.com
(MasterCardor Visa)

$12 for a one-year subscription

HONDA
MARINE

Boat Farm
37484 200th St., LeMars, |A
712-546-9550
www.boatfarm.com

Heartland Marine
hwy 3 & V62, Oran
319-638-3040
www.heartlandmarine.net

For optimum performance and salety, we recommend you read the Owners's Manual before
operating your Honda Marine Product. Always wear a personal flotation device while boating.
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New & IMPROVED:

Iowa Lake, Stream and Facility
Improvements Greet
Spring Anglers

ust as tackle compa-
nies mnvest in new
and better technology
to catch fish, the lowa DNR
mvests in lake and stream
improvements and facility upgrades
to continually provide quality fishing.
Investments, like replacing an entire
fish population: installing new walk-
ways or water accesses usable by
people with limited mobility; removing

years of silt deposits from lakes and
backwater arcas and building basins
to prevent siltation are viewed as
long-term projects.

Looking around lowa, a number
of improvement projects are either
underway or have been finished
within the last few years.

Last year. Lake of Three Fires.
Lake Icaria, Binder Lake and Old
Corning Reservoir all received a dose
of Rotenone to eliminate their fish
populations. [ake of Three Fires also

6 lowa Conscrvationist ® March/Apr

had the equivalent of 38,600 dump
truck loads of silt removed as part of
the renovation,

“We are stocking larger fish than
normal to get the fishery back a lot
faster,” said regional supervisor Andy
Moore. “In 2006

really be popping in southwest lowa

07, things will

because we will essentially have six
new lakes.”

Major work in the Rock Creek
[Lake watershed to reduce erosion
and to improve the lake water quality
18 still in progress. Lake Anita was
renovated in 2003 and anglers should
be catching largemouth bass and
keeper-sized channel catfish this
Spring.

Swan Lake, near Carroll, was
lowered, its fish population eliminated,
and had a barrier installed over the
outflow to prevent carp from entering
the lake during flooding. The lake was
re-stocked last fall and will be again



. |
w8k

this spring. Fishing will begin at Swan
Lake 1n 2006 and will be in full swing
in 2007

Near Sigourney, Lake Belva
Deer. which was completed in 2001,
was discovered by anglers last year
and should be a fishing destination in
2005. Fish
SUrVeys
showed bluegills
up to 10 inches are
already there. “ltreally has
I-,!L"sa,']u!}"'a'li I J_["H.H}. “said Steve
Waters. regional supervisor.
Atsa "goto place, no doubt about
it

Red Haw, near Chariton, is
probably a year away from consis-
tently producing quality sized bluegills,
Waters said. but there should be

pl:.'t'rl‘-. O action ton P 'r;‘*]l.: It'*l'}\l“::_’ (8]

catch fish. The fish population was
eliminated and restocked 1n 2002
Lake Macbnde 1s1n full sw g after
all the lake improvements three vears
10, We are

quality, and excellent fishing,” Waters

seeing better water

l.I

il §

said. “This is an absolute ‘go to” lake
tor crappies. hey will be jumping n
the boat.”

On the Mississippi River, anglers
will notice an increase in the fishing
boat traftfic in future years on Mud
Lake, just north of Dubuque. The
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is
funding a major backwater dredging
project covering 22 acres and i1s
building a deflection dike to protect
the new deep-water habitat. The
new habitat will draw largemouth
bass. bluegills and crappies from
miles. ~“We had similar projects at
Bussey and Brown’s lakes several
years ago and they are very popular,”
said Dave Moeller, regional supervi-
sor. T'he Corps finished a similar
project in 2003 at Sunfish Lake on the
Wisconsin side of the river. The

DNR also completed a new handi-
cap accessible fishing pier at Hamm
Island, adjacent to the Peosta chan-
nel
Moeller said an intensive walleye
fingerling stocking program in north-
east lowa rivers 1s resulting in greatly
increased survival and impres-
sive growth rates. “We
are seeing walleyes in
their third year of
growth in the
[2-10 14-
inch
range,”
Moeller said.
AS evidence of the tremendous
walleye fishing, last November a
Manchester angler caught an 1 |
pound, 2 ounce walleye on the
Maquoketa River. It s a great
reason o1 ["'L'UI"iL‘ to come to north-
east lowa, grab a canoe or a pair of
waders and fish our rivers,” Moeller
said
[rout streams are also offering
new opportunities. Moeller said there
are now 3| streams with self sustain-
ing, wild populations of trout. That
number 1s substantially up from six
found in the 1970s. In addition.
another 27 streams have shown some
evidence of natural reproduction
Anglers will also notice new bank
hides and stream habitat improve-
ments on North and South Bean
creeks, Fountain Springs and Ensign
Hollow. A three-quarter mile section
of Turtle Creek is open to public
fishing. The stream flows through a
/2-acre section the county board

purchased in 2004. The stream has

since received extensive habitat work.

At the lowa Great Lakes, the
DNR, in partnership with the City of
Spirit Lake, built four fishing piers
including three universally accessible
piers — along the local trail system

bordering East Okoboji Lake to

provide better lake access. The lakes
region will also be without a northern
pike season for the first time in a long
time. I'he DNR dropped the regula-
tion closing pike fishing because of the
increase in the population over the
past five to 10 years. “There are
some nice northern pike here, up to 40
inches, Gengerke said. “That would
be a nice fish and [ don’t care where
It was caught.”

UHH;T the East Fork of the Des
Moines River, the DNR purchased 60
acres in Humboldt County that offers
2,900 feet of stream access. On
Clear Lake, the DNR purchased a
former restaurant in Ventura with 400
feet of lakeshore that will be devel-
oped for public use. Look fora
shelter, new parking lots with rain
gardens and restrooms all connected
with the local trail system.

\ new boat ramp 1s ready for use
by small boats and new cabins are
open at Scharnberg Park, along the
Ocheyedan River, one mile east of
Everly on county road B24. Lake
Pahoja in Lyon County 1s as hot of a
J0-acre fishing hole as there is in the
state. It 18 part of the DNR k:;ij:_‘ﬂi
catfish program, which has had a
tremendous impact. “You can catch
catfish day or night on about anything
there,” said Tom Gengerke, regional
supervisor, The lake also has small
bluegills and lots of them. *It would
be a great place to take kids just so

IhL"}.' can catch fish.”
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Tackle Box Basics
=45

Nearly 75 percent of fish caught by lowa anglers are bluegill, crappie,

channel catfish or bullhead. With that in mind, an all-purpose,

general use tackle box should focus on basic, simple items. The key

s to think small and to think light. In most situations, a hght action,
5-1/2 to 6-foot long fishing rod will work fine. A spin casting reel 1s

the easiest for most situations.

BLUEGILL, CRAPPIE AND YELLOW PERCH

HHUL. .\";I_I'L" 26 Or #58

Line Strength: 4-pound or 6-pound

Bobbers: No larger in diameter than a quarter
Jig: 1/32-ounce or smaller

Split-shot weights: 1/32-ounce

CATFISH
Hook Size: #2 or #4
Line Strength: 8-pound up to 12-pound and stronge:

Snap swivel, snelled sponges or worms, 1/8- to 1-ounce sinkers

BASS. BULLHEAD AND WALLEYE
Hook Size: #4 or #6

[ine Strength: 6-pound to 8-pound

Jigs: 1/8-ounce to 1/4-ounce

Sinkers: slip style, 1/8-ounce to l/4-ounce
Bass (optional) plastic worms, spinner baits

Walleye (optional) crankbaits, spinner baits, live bait rigs
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Regional Fisheries Supervisor

W hat could
['horeau have really
meant by his quote?
[}L'!'fllll"m It1S \!I'I'I[“II}

enjoying the babbling
sounds of crystal-clear
water flowing overarock
and gravel riffle of a
spring-ted coldwater trout
stream. Or, justtaking in
the grandeur of the mighty
Mississippi River withits
tremendous diy CIrSILy of
qumil.l;ku.!h‘rﬁ.EIL'HH}
flowing side channels and
bustling main channel.
Or, the fun of exploring
the mynad of interior
rivers and streams where
justaround the bend you
ire in a world all to your
very own. Or, leisurely
relaxing onan artificial
lake or impoundment
where you can enjoy the
serenity of quiet water
from either the shore or
a boat. Where else
than in northeast lowa
can youchoose from
suchadiversity of
fishing waters with
such beautitul

surroundings?

While I certainly agree with Thoreau
that you do not have to catch fish to
have a successtul fishing trip, I do
believe that catching fishis like icing
on the cake. And I do like icing.
Justin case you like icing too, the
northeast lowa fisheries hli'rlnghlh
have compiled the accompanying lists
of waters where populations are very
good and you should have good
JH}_"H]:J success for the more
popular fish species. In
addition. the |U||H1‘~.II"I*:1
paragraphs identify
additional opportunities
for a few other species
that are sometimes
overlooked by most

anglers.

Very early inthe spring, just after

ICe-0out, 1s a prime time for sauger
fishing on the Mississippi River. This
close cousinofthe w LlHL‘} C
congregates in late March and early
April,and often again in late fall. in
the tarlwaterareas immediately below
the navigationdams. Thetailwaters
of Dams 9 near Harpers Ferry, 10 at
Guttenberg, 11 at Dubuque and 12 at

Bellevue are prime sauger hotspots.

Sauger fishing was very good last fall.

the best in many years. There are no
s1ze limitrestrictions on saugers;
however, there are on walleye, so
check the specific regulations for the
specific tallwater youare fishing
because they vary at different

locations. The daily bag limit for

sauger and walleye combined 1s six
Also, the tailwater areas at Dams | 1,
|2and 13 (Clinton) are closed to all
fishing from Dec. 1 through March

15. Like walleyes, saugers are
absolutely excellenton the dinner
table

Also early inthe spring 1s the
annual spawning run of suckers and
redhorses onseveral
mteriorrivers
Actionnormally
begins in late March and
continues through April.

[ he three species most
commonly caughtare the
white sucker (alsocommonly called
black sucker), shorthead redhorse and
':'Hi\fc[l redhorse. The [ ppCr lowa,
Yellow., Turkey, Volga, Maquoketa
and Wapsipinicon rivers are the prime
sucker streams. The tackleis allﬂ]‘![u

along-shanked hook baited with
worms ornight crawlers and just
enoughweightto hold itonthe
bottom. And the action is often fast
and furious. Sucker meatis delicious,
but very bony, so mostanglers either
pickle them (tastes like pickled
herring) or grind the meat and deep-
fry as thin patties. Either way, you're
in for a real treat.

Another species thatprovidesa
lotofangling enjoyment for
Mississippi Riveranglersisthe
freshwater drum. also known as
sheepshead. This fishisso plentiful

thatitalso supports a substantial




top

waters for smallmouth bass

|. Cedar River Bremer, Abundant smallmouth bass
below Waverly. commercial fishery. The seriousaction begins
2. Cedar River — Floyd and Mitchell, Good in June and continues through the warm
populations throughout both counties; catch-and- summer months. Drum love current, so look
release from Halverson Park to the dam at Otranto. for them along the borders of the main channel,
3. Little Turkey River — Fayeite, Secluded side channels and especially near wing dams.
stream best fished by canoe; excellent numbers.
4. Maquoketa River — (catch-and-release
area) Delaware, Classic rock habitat; 12- to
14-inch fish common; larger fish in good
numbers.

5. Maquoketa River — Jones, Scenic
Pictured Rocks area holds abundant numbers.

6. Mississippi River — Pools 9-11,
Populations continue to climb; plenty of 10- he
to 13-inchers with fish up to 4 pounds. e 3 X ] trim off any reddish meat. Many people

7. Turkey River — Clayton, Fayeite, ¥ : can 't taste the difference between drum and
Winneshiek and Howard, Smallmouths R N walleye on their dinner plate
throughout, but best populations are in Fayette e Another species that 1s a blast to catch 1s
and Winneshiek counties. the white bass, also known as stripers. These
8. Upper lowa River — Allamakee, L = speedsters love to hita wide variety of lures.
Winneshiek and Howard, Float the e ) § : and they'll also test your line, knots and
upstream areas in Howard County during |
higher flows in the spring; catch-and-
release area from Decorah down to
Upper Dam.

9. Volga River — Fayette, Small
stream suitable for wader fishing;
public access at Volga River

Recreation area.

10. Wapsipinicon River — . . . |
Buchanan, A lot of fish in the 10-

to 13-inch range.

T'hey love night crawlers and crayfish tails.
I'ry a live crayfish for a better chance of
catching areally big one — and, they do get
really big! And hang onto you rod as drum
can hit really hard, and they will test the
drag system on your reel. Their fillets
are boneless; however, the best eating 1S

from those up to 2-pounds. On larger fillets

equipment. Look forstripers primarily onthe
Mississippi River; however, Lake Delhialso
supports a good striper population. Stripers like
a combination of current and rock. which
makes the Mississippi’s wing-dams a favored

haunt. Baitfish jumping out of the waterand

Sauger and White Bass on the Mississippi River |

3 " - Ll - . I

tOP nglers fishing the tailwaters of the Mississippi River locks and i\
NAlSISIOE i ; ] tl ised thi t fall by not only tl nber |

dams were pleasantly surprised this past fall by not only the numbers ,-

channel catfish ol S e |

- but also the size of saugeravailable. There were many limits (six walleye Ih

|. Cedar River — Bremer, and sauger combined) harvested with good numbers of sauger in the 15-to i
: - el : i , l

Last year’s survey sampled | 8-inch range. Inaddition, white bass (stripers) showed up in numbers not [

excellent numbers of catfish.
2. Cedar — Floyd, and
Mitchell Abundant from
Mitchell dam downstream; a
quality population with large
fish present.

previously seen during the late fall period. It was notunusual for two or
three anglers to catch between 75 and 100 white bass in a day. A fair
number of those fish were in the 12-to 14-inch range, the remainder 7to 10
inches — which bodes well for white bass fishing the next several years.
By John Pitlo, Bellevue Fisheries Biologist

l 0 fowa Cunscn*ntinnii!* & March/April 2005
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seagulls actively diving and
flL‘CtiIH_L‘ on the surface are
_a_ji.u‘i.i indicators a school of
white bass are actively feeding just below.
Approach the area quickly and use about any
lure that resembles an inmjured baittish

Now, 1L 15 up to you to get out and enjoy
"*i_1-|"k‘.'r|.= 1.|i1

-'.I !r.l|‘_L

3. Big Woods Lake — Black Hawk,

Big fish, lots of them; connection with Cedar

River keeps this population strong.

4. Casey Lake — Tuama, Local favorite;

good shoreline access; all sizes available.

5. Lake Delhi — Delaware, Good numbers

and sizes available; early mornings and late

evenings are best.

6. Lake Meyer — Winneshiek, Good

population of 14- to |18-inch catfish.

7. Mississippi River — Pools 9-15,

Excellent year-class in 2001 provided good

catches of 12- to 14-inchers during 2004;

they’llbe 14 to 17 inches in 2005 and provide

excellent fishing.

8. Turkey River — Clayton, Channels and

flatheads from Elkader dam to the Mississippi

River.

9. Volga Lake — Fayerte, Excellent

population of all sizes; fish the riprap along the

dam in mid-summer.

10. Wapsipinicon River — Buchanan, A
rising river turns on the bite; 2-to 3-pound

fishavailable.

top

e waters for trout

1. Coldwater Creek — Winneshiek,
Increased brown trout population due
to natural reproduction; stocked
weekly with rainbows and brooks.
2. Ensign Hollow — Clayton,
Habitat project in 2004 will
improve angling in this catch-
and-release-only stream.
3. Fountain Springs —
Delaware, Stocked twice
weekly with rainbows;
primitive camping available
along this scenic stream.
4. Glovers Creek —
Fayette, Nestled 1n a very
scenic valley; stocked with
rainbow and brook trout
weekly from April through
October.

water resources and the “icing on

Vississippi River - Clayton County - City of Guttenberg
ake an afternoon and enjoy shoreline fishing in
downtown Guttenberg. Situated on the banks of the

Mississippt River, Guttenberg is a scenic town with historic

butldings and a river ambiance that will put your mind at ease.

Universally accessible angling can now be found at both Bussey

|.ake and the Guttenberg Harbor. Bussey Lake is on the north

end of Guttenberg on lower Pool 10. It has easy parking with a

walk-out fishing pier right into a Mississippi River backwater lake.

Y ou can expect to catch a variety of panfish in Bussey Lake,

including bluegill and crappie, and an occasional predator species like

largemouth bass and northern pike. Recently, the lowa DNR
constructed another accessible facility adjacent to the DNR Office and
1sh Aquariums in downtown Guttenberg and just south of Lock and

Dam 10. This new facility will allow anglers shoreline fishing

opportunities directly in the tailwaters (immediately downstream) of

Dam 10. A variety of fish species are caught in the tailwaters,

including walleye, bluegills, freshwater drum and catfish, The access

trail also has a viewing platform where you can sit and watch towboats
approaching or leaving Dam 10, eagles, seagulls, yachts, speed boats and
fishing boats — take your pick. While there you will want to take the
entire family through the self-guided tour of the DNR aquariums and
learn more about the variety of fish and wildlife on the mighty

Mississippi. Nearly 30 species of fish are on display as well as a variety

of turtles, mussels and crayfish.

By Scott Gritters, Guttenberg Fisheries Biologist
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5. Little Paint Creek — Allamakee, Located B _

in Yellow River Forest: stockedwith rainbows "‘;\lan}'_ men go fishing all their

and brooks; wild brown and brook trout available. lives without ever realizing it is not
6. North Bear Creek — Winneshiek, Major fish they are after.”

habitat project in 2004; excellent wild brown

trout population; stocked weekly with rainbows

and brookies. Henry David Thoreau
7. Richmond Springs — Delaware, Stocking

of rainbows during the week and on Saturdays

makes this a popular place for family fishing.

8. Spring Branch — Delaware, Strong

population of browns exceeding 12 inches; lots of

insect hatches.

9. Swiss Valley — Dubuque, Stocked spring

and fall with catchable trout; new fish habitat

work in the Park above the Nature Center will

hold more fish.

10. Turtle Creek — Mitchell, Western-most

trout stream in lowa; stocked with rainbows

and brooks; fingerlingbrowns stocked annually.

OP \vaters for

largemouth bass

|. George Wyth Lake — Black Hawk,
What this population lacks in numbers it
makes up for in size — 18- and 19-
inchers in fairly good numbers.

2. Lake Hendricks — Howard,
High numbers of medium size bass.

3. Lake Meyer — Winneshiek,
Good quality population forall sizes;

new contour map available.

4. Mitchell Lake, Black Hawk,

Nice class of 15- to 17-inchers.

5. Mississippi River — Pools

9-14, Populations are excellent;

very consistent fishery withhuge
numbers of fish present.

6. Martens Lake — Bremer,

These bass grow large and

fastin this shallow water lake;

fish the structure along the

dike. Eurasian milfoil present

so remove all vegetation

from boat and trailer before

leaving.

12 lowa Conservationist ® March/April 20803




|. Casey Lake— Tuma, A consistent producer of
8-inch bluegills.

2. Lake Hendricks — Howard, Lots of fish up
to 8 inches; thick vegetation can limit shore fishing
in the summer.

Upper lowa River - Howard and Winneshiek
counties - Developing Walleye Fishery

he Upper lowa River has always been one
of lowa’s premier smallmouth bass streams.

Butrecentannual stockings of walleye fingerlings 3. Lake Meyer — Winneshick, Very large
dl e ['rrﬂdllclng dlhl L'.\lﬂﬁ'”i:nl 1'!0[1[1121“0”01‘ “-’ﬂ“ﬂyﬂﬁllh' p.opulation U‘f "gi”s up to 75 inches; face Dfdam

well, Small numbers of 2-inch walleyes had been and submerged brush piles on the south shore are
stocked since 1996, butin 2000 the number stocked good areas.

was quadrupled. Theresultisthe beginning ofa quality 4. Mississippi River — Pools 9-14, Mild winters
walleve fishery. In 2004, abundant 14-to 19-inch fish were and good vegetation have benefited the bluegills:
caught with some walleyes topping 20 inches. Catches in expect good stringers of 6- to 7-inch fish.

2005 should produce even highernumbers of quality-size 5. Plainfield Lake — Bremer, First stocked in

2001, bluegills are now 7 and 8 inches.
6. South Prairie Lake — Black Hawk, South

edge of Cedar Falls; 7-inch fish; good shoreline
fishing in May and June.

walleyes, Besides good fishing, the Upperlowa Riveris also
the most scenic river in lowa. Shear limestone bluffs often tower
abovethe shore. The outstanding scenery along with generally
good water quality makes this river a favorite of mid-western paddle-
sportenthusiasts. Numerous campgrounds and canoe outfitters
service the river between Lime Springs and Decorah.

By Bill Kalishek, Decorah Fisheries Biologist

1. Lake Delhi — Delaware, A
consistent producer of 8- to 10-inch
. . . crappies.
2. Lake Meyer — Winneshiek,
Excellent numbers of 8- to 10-inch
fish; often suspended off the deeper
side of habitat features.

i : | _ 3. Martens Lake — Bremer,
stream largely located within the 1,500-acre French Creek Wildlife Provides abundant 8- fo.9ineh

French Creek - Allamakee County - Wild Trout in a Wild Landscape
any lowatrout streams now supportnaturally reproducing populations
of wild trout. And one of the best is French Creek, a 6.5 mile long

Management Area. This stream is managed entirely for wild trout and no fish black crappies; white crappies
stocking 1s done. Natural reproduction of brown trout was first documented in fewer but much larger.

1994, Recent population surveys showed almost 2,500 brown trout per mile of 4. Mississippi River —
stream in French Creek. Native brook trout were introduced into the upper Pools 9-14, Last year saw
two branches of French Creek in 1996, and today both are self-sustaining. some huge crappies (2.5
This 1s one of the few streams in [owa where there’s a great chance of pounds) caught; expect

catching both a wild brown and a wild brook trout. The French Creek valley is Increased numbers but most
7 to 10 inches.

5. Volga Lake — Fayette,
Fishthedam riprap inspring
for 8- to 9-inch fish; work
the large submerged brush
piles in summer.

gorgeous, an excellentexample ofthe un-glaciated “driftless™ area of lowa.
Primitive camping is allowed on the state Wildlife Management Area and
private campgrounds near Dorchesterand Lansing offermodern
campgrounds. A catch-and-release regulation isin effect on the brown trout
population in French Creek, and only artificial lures may be used.

By Bill Kalishek, Decorah Fisheries Biologist
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top

winter.

inchers available,

to 18-inch walleyes.

6 waters forwalleyes

|.Cedar River— Black Hawk, Good fishing
below the dam in Waterloo in fall and early

2. Cedar River — Bremer, Annual surveys
indicate good survival of stocked fingerlings
in recent years; abundant numbers of 15-

3. Cedar River — Floyd and Mitchell,
Populations steadily increasing due to annual
fingerling stockings; good numbers of 14-

4. Maquoketa River — Jones, Best to
access these walleyes by canoe; good
numbers of 15- tol8-inch fish.

5. Mississippi River— Pools 9-15, Outlook
is excellent with fish from the very strong
2001 year class in the 15- to 17-inch range.

Sauger reproduction in 2001 and 2003 was
above average and will provide good
angling for this close cousin of the walleye.

6. Turkey River — Howard Winneshiek All Northeast Rivers for Catfish
and Fayette, Populations steadily
increasing; good numbers of

14- to 18-inch walleyes.

top

waters for pike

Pools 9-11, Robust

2. Turkey River —

Howard, Annual fingerling
plants are producing a quality
population. Some lunkers are

caught annually.

14 lowa Conservationist ® March/April 2005

|. Mississippi River —

populations, butcan be hard to
locate; work the backwaters
rightafterice-out; inthe hot
summer they seek springs or
coldwater tributaries and loaf
near these cooler waters.

here better to go than the Mississippi River and the
interior rivers which all hold very abundant channel
catfish populations. Channel catfish thrive in ourrivers fora
number of reasons —abundant food, diverse habitats and excellent
reproduction year after year. Streams offering some exceptional
angling for catfish are the Mississippi, Upper lowa (Allamakee
County). Turkey (below Elkader), Maquoketa (below Manchester)
Wapsipinicon (below Littleton). Cedarand Shell Rock rivers, and
some of the larger tributary streams such as Black Hawk Creek and
Beaver Creek in Black Hawk County. The mighty Mississippi offers
two catfish species, flathead and channel, ranging in all sizes
including lots of trophy-sized fish as well. Interiorrivers offer vast
numbers of channel catfish in the 2- to 4-pound range. Ourrivers
offermany excellentaccess opportunities forall types of anglers
wanting to pursue catfish, whetheritis fishing offa pontoon boat on
the Mississippi or wading a tributary of the Cedarin an old pair of
sneakers. Catfish are opportunistic feeders and use a variety of
sensory organs to feed, thus, making them susceptible to a variety of
natural and prepared baits.
By Mark Winn, Manchester Natural Resources Technician



Southeast Regional Fisheries Supervisor

It was a Saturday
morning inJanuary
and there was ice on
the ground. road.
sidewalk. vehicles and
Jjustabouteverything
else; acondition that
makes winter-life more

thanabitchallenging
[ hankfully,the TV was
working and a fishing
show was on and | was
attempting to write this
fishing forecast. Atthe
same time my 8-year-old
grandson was sorting
through his fishing tackle
and glancing atanother
big crappie being taken
from a lake somewhere
in I exas
“Grandpa, where are
we goingto go fishing
this year." he asked. At
exactly thatmoment |
knew what to write
about — where we were
going to fish this yearin
lowa
Forme, my warm-
water fishing season
begins late March, and
that means fishingice
out channel catfish.
When water

temperatures reach

about 50 to 55 degrees, catfishbegina
feeding spree, and their favorite food
1s any fish that did not survive the
winter. Cut bait (the smellierthe

better) 1s the weapon of choice and

any lake with a good
population of cats
will do. Most of
ourpublic
waters support
good catfish populations, but I have
had excellent luck at lakes Rathbun.
Coralville, Darling, Macbride, and any
of our rivers for ice-out cats. Fish
your bait in the shallow, warmer
portion of a lake or river with the wind
blowing across oraway from you
['his will set up a wind current that
cats will use to find your bait. This
will be my grandson’s first ice-out cat
trip and | am anxious to see his
reactionupon smelling the sour fish
we |l use for bait. I'll make sure we
will have some good hand cleaner
along and a couple of candy bars to
lesson the negative reaction,
Depending upon the water body.
late April tomid-May i1s one of the
besttimes tor crappie fishing

Crappies inspawning mode are

generally inshallower water, which
makes them vulnerabletoangling.
| he action can be very hot, with the
end result being a great fish fry.

| saw some very goods bait in my
grandson stackle box. We prefer
small j1g baits for crappies. Ifthe fish
arereally onabite, ajig will generally
out fish other baits. Ifthe bite1s a
little slow we'll tip the bait with a

small minnow or simply use minnows.

Once the spawning fish are found, we
will use a small bobber to keep the
lure off the bottom as we cast and

retrieve. Many anglers prefer to
fish out of a boat, but we have
found that wading and fishing
1“L‘.-|IUI'L‘|HIL'Ih.‘lg__’nmlnptlml.
Kids love todo this, butdoitinold
clothes because mud will rule the day.
When crappies move away from the
shoreline we will change our tactics
and seek klk‘fi‘fL'i' water. | I\|‘III'I:__'
around trees or simply drifting in open
water with minnows can be extremely
eftective

[ have fished crappie in most of

Belva Deer Lake, Keokuk County
¢ knew it would be good
fishing, butlowa’s newest

fishing lake surpassed our

predications last year. Bluegillupto

10 1nches was not uncommon and

many 7-to 9-inch fish were

harvestedas well. Catch-and-
release bass fishing was non-stop
and 12-inch bullheads turned a few
heads. What was responsible for

the outstanding fishing at this 264-

acre lake? Excellent habitat, proper

stocking and fantastic water quality
combined to provide anglers a great
year of fishing. Do yourselfa favor
in 2005; introduce the anglers in
your family to Belva Deer Lake.
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‘I:! watersfor bluegills

1. Belva Deer Lake — Keokuk, Lots of 7- to
10-inch fish at this new lake Lake

2. Sugema — Van Buren, Tremendous
numbers of 7- to 9-inch fish. Habitat galore!
3. Lake Wapello — Davis, Excellent
numbers of 8- to 9-inch fish. Plentiful rock
and woody habitat as well as vegetation.

4, Indian Lake — Van Buren, Excellent
quality; 8- to 10-inch fish.

5. Hawthorn Lake — Mahaska, Good
numbers of 7- to 9-inch fish; great water
quality.

6. Farm Ponds—all counties, Mostly private
water; best place for a trophy.

7. Lake Geode — Henry, Good numbers of
7- to 9-inch fish with 10-inch fish present.
8. Lake Odessa — Louisa, Lots of 7- to 9-
inch fish; find woody structure.

9. Shimek Ponds — VanBuren, 7- to 9-
inch fish common

10. Diamond Lake — Poweshiek, Fish

off jetties and around brush piles for 7- to
9-inch fish.

the lakes in the

and at times all

have produced
excellent crappie

angling. Crappie
populations do fluctuate
from year to year, so it
can pay to move around to
the hot lakes. The areas
listed in the table at left are
good bets.

Toward the end of May

bluegill set up house 1n the
shallower portion of bays or

|‘II'U!L‘L‘IUL| arcas. | |1L‘}- fan out

top

waters for crappies

distinct circular areas for their nest
(my grandson says they make

1. Coralville Reservoir — Linn elephant tracks). I believe bluegills

Fish around downed trees or
vertical jigrocky shorelines; 10-
to 14-inch fish common.

2. Lake Macbride — Johnson,
Gobs of 8- to 10-inch fish.

3. Hawthorn Lake —
Mahaska, Abundant 8- to 10-
inch fish.

4. Towa Lake — lowa, Good
numbers of 9- to 11-inch fish.
5. Mississippi River — Big
Timber, 8- to 10-inch fish
common; Mr. big is also
present.

6. Lake Odessa — Louisa,
Abundant 10-to 12-inch fish;
some |8-inchers.

are his favorite fish because they are
cooperative and are great fighters.
[hey are superb in the frying pan as
well

Fishing for these dynamic fighters
during the spawn 1s similar to crappie
angling. We prefer small jigs (smaller
the better), and darker colors seem to
be the more productive baits. If the
fish need to be enticed, a small bit of
worm seems to do the trick. My
grandson’s favorite bait to add 1s a
wax worm (a value-added product).
And he likes to fish this with 1ce flies.
'his combination 1s best fished

without a bobber if you are fishing

16 Iown Conservationist @ March/April 2003

southeast region,

deeper water,

Also, bluegills are

attracted to a
presentation with action.
Therefore, don’t be afraid to give
your bait a twitch or two on the
retrieve. Although bluegills are
attracted to structure, they often
move to deeper and open water (like

crappies) in the heat of the summer

\t this time, a simple hook, worm anc,

sphit-shot weight fished with a tight
line or slip-bobber 1s the best fishing
method.

One of the things | like about
bluegill fishing is that populations are
generally stable from year to year.
That means good bluegill areas
typically remain about the same fron
year Lo year.

[f you looked at my tackle box
vou would see that [ enjoy fishing for
largemouth bass and my grandson
now has some bass-busting lures in
his tackle box as well. It was a lot of
fun helping him select bass fishing
lures; like most anglers he was caught
by the flashy and unique looking baits
They say that muskies are a fish of
10.000 casts, but bass are a fish
requiring 10,000 lures. The moral of
s bass will bite on a variety of
artificial baits.

Certain baits are more productive
at certain times, so | made sure my
grandson had jigs for cold water.
spinner baits for the spring and crank
baits for the summer. Of course, j125

and various spinner baits can be good

different than crappic
In that they are more

f_:hfq.

l e
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7. Rathbun Lake — Appanoose, Excellent
numbers of 9- to | 1-inch fish; best in years.
8. Lake Miami — Monroe, Tons of 8-to 10-
inch fish.
" T S 9. Indian lake — Van Buren, 9- to 11-inch

anytime and plastic worms are _ . :

' fish with 12- to 14-inch available.

10. Lake Darling — Washington, 9- to 11-

inch are common; big fish swimming,

producers from late spring on. And
then there 1s my favorite, the surface

baits. These lures work best on calm

mornings and evenings during the late

top
spring and summer. My grandson @ waters for Iargemouth bass
caught his first bass on a top water -

lure last summer. The fish literally 1. Mississippi River — Big Timber, Great

attacked the bait: when it was hooked numbers - all sizes.
2. Lake Odessa — Louisa, Good numbers

of fish up to 22 inches.
. . . 3. Lake Miami — Monroe, Excellent
numbers-all sizes; fish submerged timber.
4. Lake Wapello — Davis, No-kill
regulation; gobs of 12- to 15-inch fish and
some reach 20 inches.
5. Hawthorn Lake — Mahaska, Great
population of 12- to 22-inch fish.
6. Lake Sugema — Van Buren, 12-to 18-
inch protected slot limit; numerous 11-to

Lake Wapello, Davis County
ecently restored Lake Wapello (289 acres) is home to outstanding
bluegill and largemouth bass fishing. Bluegills inthe 8-10 9-inch

range are common, and because the largemouth bass fishery is catch-and- | 7-inch fish.

release-only, bass are abundant and catch rates are high. Catfish and 7. Pleasant Creek — Linn, Lots of 12-
crappie can also be caught at Lake Wapello. The entire northern side of the to 16-inch fish; 18-inch minimum.
lake has great access to the shoreline. and several parts of the southern 8. Lake Macbride —.Johnson, Good

numbers - all sizes; lots of new habitat
and Kentucky spotted bass present
9. Diamond Lake — Poweshiek,
Good numbers of 2- to 4-pound.
fish; no outboard motors.
10. Farm Ponds—all Counties,
Bestchance foratrophy; mostly
private water,

shore provide good access as well. The campground, cabin, boat rental and
fishing pier areas make it easy to gain access to the shore for fishing.
Hiking/nature trails along the shoreline also make it easy to access the shore.
Thisisatremendous aid for the shore angler to enjoy fishing.

top

Lake Rathbun, Appanoose County waters for

isheries surveys tell us that Lake Rathbun (11,000 acres) crappie channel catfish

angling should be the best in 10 years. There are two strong year Tk
classes that are driving the fishery. Both 1998 and 2001 produced great year L. Missiasippl River —
Pools 16-19, Stump fields
are good producers; all sizes

: _ and lots of them.
inches. Traditional crappie haunts such as Buck Creek, Honey Creek and 2. Lake Darling —

classes and the size structure is dominated by 9- to 13-inch fish. The 2001
year class runs from 9 to10 inches and the 1998 year class is from 11 to 13

Ham Creek are but a few of the areas to find some angling action. TIP: Washington, Lots of 15-
early crappie action is often the best in creek channels below the bridge. 19 inch fish; 9-pounders
present.
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3. Coralville Reservoir — Johnson,

Excellent population-all sizes.

4. Kent Park— Johnson, Outstanding angling;

excellent shoreline access.

5. Otter Creek — Tama, Lots of 14- to 20- it jumped out of the wate:
inch fish. and fishtailed around some
6. Rathbun Lake — Appanoose, Exceptional lily pads making quite an
fishery - all sizes

7. Most Interior Rivers Exceptional fishery-
all sizes; fish snag areas.

8. Hawthorn Lake — Mahaska, Excellent 7
fishery with fish up to 25 inches. fi/ [ am going to introduce my
9. Corydon Lake — Wayne, Abundant fishing friend to a new fish and
numbers due to the cage catfish program. | . angling technique this summer.
0. Lake Miami — IWGHI‘GE, Excellent [ 25 We are gomng w hite bass |1UHIIH=:1
numbers-all sizes. /. [t 1s a very simple technique. In

impression on my fishing
buddy. It looks like he is

hooked as hard as the fish was.

top . - the summer. white bass boil the
= sl surface feeding on young gizzard
waters forwalleye 2 .
SRR WA T 5 ¥ shad. Throw a surface lure or a

I. Rathbun Reservoir — Appanoose, : shallow running lure at them and hold
Excellent fishery; large numbers of 15- to 21- on to your rod like 1t’s your last
inch fish. | because the strike 1s intense. If that
2. Lake Sugema — Van Buren, Good
numbers of 15- to 19-inch fish, up to 24 in
summer.

3. lowa River — Johnson, Fish below
Coralville Damand Burlington Street Dam

in lowa City. white bass fishing opportunities.
4. Wapsi River — Fish below dams at R

Central City and Anamosa.

top ...

waters for white bass

doesn’t excite my young angler, then
getting to drive the boat surely will
['he table on the accompanying

PAgCs W 111 |‘*UiI1I Vou 10 some greal

I. Rathbun Lake — Appanoose, Mississippi River-Huron Island Complex (Pool 18)

Excellent _ﬁSheW"bESt R, ne thing I like about fishing the Mississippi Riveris that you can escape
10- to 14-inch average.

2. Mississippi River — Fish
below locks and dam and wing

dams.
3. Pleasant Creek — Linn, and chutes. Huron Island is such a place. This large complex 1s located at |

Look for schools feeding on rivermile 425 in Pool 18. Although there are a couple of boat ramps ]

the crowds and have a place to yourself. You can actually become
part of what is going on around you. The only noise to listen to is mother
nature’s chorus and the gentle swirl ofa paddle as you navigate the sloughs |

surface in summer; 12- to 16- immediately adjacent to the complex, the size of the area allows one to melt |
inch fish common. into its uniqueness. It’s a shallow area with downed trees here or there, and 3
among that habitat are large crappie and aggressive largemouth bass. Along ',
the main channel border and running chutes channel catfish are numerous 1

and cooperative. Huron Island isa place Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn would

be very comfortable at.
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top

waters for
flathead catfish

I Wal Another first will be a summer |. Skunk River — Easy to fish because of its

trotline angling adventure. [ vividly size; popular fishery.

Juite remember my first trip with my 2. Mississippi River — Pools 16-19, Best

ishin brother, dad and granddad and 1 below locks and dams and side channels.
want to share that magnificent 3. Rathbun Reservoir — Appanoose, Target
experience with my grandson. It is the Bridgeview area around Cedar.

4. Wapsipinicon — Des Moines, rivers
Good for all sizes. Look for big fish in holes
during summer and around drift piles and
bridge pilings.

all great; finding the best location to
set the lines. baiting the lines,

checking the lines

with an anticipation

of catching a huge

top

fish, roasting waters forredear sunfish

hotdogs and making

smores around the bonfire, listening [. Lake Geode — Henry, Fish have been
I = '.: - -
to mother nature’s songs, and . sampled up to 11 1/2 inches
sleeping under the stars. What a . . 2.‘Lakc W?pelln — Davis, Good numbers
trip of 8- to 12-inch fish.
: 3. Lake Sugema — Van Buren, Good
[here are some fishing

. | numbers of 8- to 12-inch fish
experiences that will have to wait

until my grandsonis a little older. Pleasant Creek, Linn County
_ lowamuskie, walleye and flathead leasant Creek (407 acres) is
h catfish angling requires a little more not an overlooked lake, but

patience than an 8-year old boy can there is a fishery component that is.
maintain. F _ Everyone knows that bass, bluegill,
| see that we now have fishing crappie and musky attract a good
' equipmentall overthe floor, so, number of anglers to this popular
before my special friend becomes a lake, but most folks aren’t aware it
human Christmas tree [ have a job to has an outstanding white bass
do. Ilook forward to the many fishery. In the summer, young
jescape fishing adventures we will share this gizzard shad start to school near the
pie year. ltis an important goal for me water’s surface, and 1t's like ringing
ther | tomake sure this special person has the dinner bell for white bass. The
oughs  §  anopportunity to learn about this result i1s extremely active feeding
tedat wonderful outdoor sport. It will help near the water’s surface. You will
| provide him with lifetime family want to hold on to your rod and reel
tomel experiences and nothing is more with conviction because the strike
orc. and important than that. from by these bad boys is intense.
\[ons Surface and shallow running lures
ol produce the best results when white
qwould bass tighten the napkin around their

neck.
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biologists Jim Christianson

Natural lakes and small impound-
ments. Great border rivers and smaller
prairie streams. Waters that run deep and
cold and those which are shallow or warm.
Different things to different people.

These contrasts contribute to differing

perceptions of quality natural resources
and all are available within northwestern
and north-central lowa. So what’s the

commonality? 1 think its diversity. Diver-
sity of land forms and species contribute to
the profound richness of natural systems
and resource experiences available to us.
From an angler’s viewpoint, we have to
marvel at the diversity of opportunities
available to us, and we need to remind
ourselves that if we hope to
reap the benefits of this
diversity we need to remain
flexible. We need to be flexible in
our choice of environments, our loca-
tion within the water body, our presenta-

tion and our selection of what species we

pursue. The information in this article,
highlighting more than a dozen favorite
sport fish species found in northwest and
north-central lowa, should shed some light
on how to be flexible in varying situations.
Spring will hopefully help in that
process. It is a season of perpetual renewal.
[t is also one of my favorite periods of the
year to fish. It’s an easy time to be flexible
because there is such a large array of
diverse opportunities. I can fish for small-
mouth bass with a small, 1/8-or even a
1/16-ounce jig. with or without a
minnow, on the rocky shorelines of

Spirit Lake of West Okoboji, or | can

throw spoons or minnow imitating
lures for northern pike. A recent change

in regulations has opened some of our best

2{] bk g Conservalior

i & March'Ap

Northwest/North-Central Regional Fisheries Supervisor, and

Lannie Miller and Jim Wah|

pike water to year-round angling opportuni-
ties. There 1s no longer a closed season on
pike on West Okoboj1, East Okoboj1 and
Spirit Lake. Big fish and lot’s of ‘em. |

can hardly wait.

Early spring is also a time for channel
catfish. Try the shallow and warmer water
and use cut bait. These fish are on a
feeding binge at this time of year. During
May the crappies are vulnerable to minnow
Use a small bobber

Or J1g presentations

and a small jng. Jig color can make a

difference. so be flexible. I've also learned

that Berkley Crappie

Nuggets can make a
ditference.
As the water
\ [emperatures
INCIcasc, S0
does the
opportunity for
great bluegill
fishing. | would
suggest small j1gs and dark colors:
my preference 1s black. If the bite slows
you might add a piece of crawler or even a
wax worm. Twitching the bait will fre-
quently entice a gill to bite. If the fish have
moved to deeper water you might consider
a slip bobber, light line and a #8 hook with
d ]"riL‘k‘L‘ of crawler III}HH choose to move
away from bluegills it may be time to
unload the tackle box on largemouth bass.
Jigs, spinnerbaits, crankbaits — a multitude
of choices — will all work. Talk to other
anglers and. again remain flexible
['hese species and many others will
provide diversity, opportunity and lot’s of

HL_‘

flexible, appreciate these quality natural

recreation for old and voung alike

resources and — above all — have fun

- e



waters forwalleye

|. Clear Lake — Cerro Gordo, Outstanding
last fall, should be excellent in 2005.

2. Black Hawk Lake — Sac, Strong year
classes of 15- to 18-inch walleye. Slip bobbers
and leeches are the top bait in the spring. There
isa | 5-inch length limit.

3. Des Moines River — Kossuth & Humboldt,
Fish below rock dams immediately after ice-out,
4. lowa River — Hardin, |- to 2-pound fish are
abundant.

5. West Fork Des Moines River — Emmet,
Good water levels produced good angling in 2004
and the same will hold true for 2005.

6. Little Sioux River — Buena Vista, Chero-
kee and Woodbury, Fish the deeper holes with

Clear Lake (Cerro Gordo County) and Brushy
Creek (Webster County)
alleye fishing on Clear Lake (Cerro Gordo County)

was much better than anticipated in 2004. In fact, live bait, especially live chubs for walleye up to 6
nearly 10,000 walleyes were taken this past open water season, pounds.
marking the best catch since 1996. Successful recruitment is 7. Silver Lake — Dickinson, Consistent pro-
critical for this fishery to prosper, and survival of fry and fingerling ducer, 13- to 18-inch fish available.

8. Spirit Lake — Dickinson, Continued
growth of the strong 2001-year class will pro-
duce some excellent fishing.

(legal minimum length) by late summer/early fall. Clear Lake anglers 9. Lost Island Lake — Clay and Palo

took advantage of this and recorded one of the best fall walleye fishing in Alto, Good 2001 year class strength will

recent memory. produce in 2005.

10. Center Lake — Dickinson, Fin-
gerling stockings has produced 15- to
1 7-inch fish.

top

waters for yellow perch

stockings exceeded expectations inrecent years. An abundant forage

supply allowed this strong year class of walleye to reach 14 inches

The great news is this should carry overto 2005. Walleye will continue
to grow and many of these fish will be 1 to 2 pounds by this season. Fish
the rocky shallow shorelines in the spring and move out to deeper water as

the water temperature warms. A jig and minnow is the best technique in the
spring and live bait rigs or trolling crank baits is the most successful technique

in the summer. Drifting with nightcrawlers or minnows produced excellent _ ¥
. Rice Lake — Winnebago,

| =i : _ _ Abundant population, some sort-
Brushy Creek Lake, located in Webster County, has been full of surprises ing required.

results last year and will continue to work in 2005.

since the gates were closed in 1998. Fish growth and numbers have been 2. Silver Lake — Worth, Best
incredible, rivaling any lake previously constructed. The big surprise at Brushy in fishing in the fall with small min-
NOWS.

3. Lake Cornelia — Wright,

| 1 Good numbers of 8- to 9-inch
when they were spawned. However, due to the incredible numbers present, we fish

2004 was the growth rates and number of bluegill. The numbers weren’t
surprising considering this huge year-class of fish was first observed in 2001

thought that the growth rates would be slower than what had been observed in 4. Silver Lake — Palo
the past. But by 2004, many of these fish had grown to 7 to 8 inches. Look for Alto, Surveys indicate good

tantastic bluegill angling opportunities in 2005. A great population of largemouth number of fish available.
i s . — 3
and smallmouth bass, walleye, crappie, catfish and muskies round out the 5. Trumbull Lake — Clay,

Good number of fish. Large

. . . fish available; best time —
ice period.

March/April 2005 ® lowa Conservationist 2 1

Opportunities,



P

waters forbullheads NN

1. Crystal Lake — Hancock, Half-pound fish

are plentiful.

2. Rice Lake — Winnebago, High density of 9-

to 10-inch fish.

3. Black Hawk Lake — Sac, Lots of 8-inch

bullheads for anglers of all ages to catch. Early Lake Smith (Kossuth County) and
spring to June is the best time to catch a mess of Brown’s Lake (Woodbury County)
bullheads. substantial winterkill in 2000 lefi
4. Center Lake — Dickinson, Good shoreline ALakr: Smith with an abundance of
access and good numbers of 10- to 12- inchers.
5. Lost Island Lake — Clay and Palo Alto,
Plenty to go around in the 8- to 10 inch range.

undesirable species, so1n 2001 itwas chemically

renovated. Personnel with the lowa DNR and
the Kossuth County Conservation Board treated
the lake with Rotenone, a fish toxicant, to rid the

lake of unwanted bullheads and carp. Following the
waters for crappies renovation, the lake was restocked with largemouth

|. Spirit Lake — Dickinson, The past two bass. bluegill and channel catfish.

years have been excellent; 10-inch fish avail- Recent fishery surveys reveal these fish have grown
able. fast and are now angler-acceptable size. Bass measuring up
2. Brown’s Lake — Woodbury, Lots of to 15 inches and weighing 2 pounds were present last fall.
9-10 12-inch crappie available. Spring and Bluegills are very abundant and many are 7 to 8 inches and

fall are the best times to go after these
tasty panfish.

3. Black Hawk Lake — Sac, Huge
year class of 7 - to 8-inch fish present.
Good growth rates will have these fish Lake Smith is located three miles north of Algonaand is

up to 10 inches by fall. Some fish up owned and managed by the Kossuth County Conservation Board.
to 14 inches present. [t has a concrete boat ramp, howeveritis limited to electric motors
4. Nelson Park Lake — only. There is good shoreline access with several docks and piers,
Crawford, Great fishing from ! %
shore for 8- to 11-inch crappie;

fish with a bobber and small jig. | gl . 5 :
5. Beeds Lake — Franklin, located two miles west of Salix in Woodbury County. A fisheries

Excellent fishing in 2004. survey done in 2004 showed a great population of 9-to 1 2-inch
P crappie in this 580-acre oxbow lake. May and June are the two

waters for catfish

weigh 1/3 of a pound. Catfish vary in size, but many are 1 to 2
pounds. Crappie were stocked this past fall and will provide
additional opportunities ina few years.

and camping is available as well.
[fit’s nice crappies you 're looking for, try Brown's Lake,

best months to pinpointa mess of crappies. Fish near the shore
and other structures as the fish move in to spawn. The other good
i Des Molies River 2k news is biologists observed several year classes of these slabs,
Kossuth & Humboldt, East ensuring good fishing for years to come. Good populations of
and West forks are both ex- channel catfish, largemouth bass and northern pike provide
cellent. opportunities fora variety ofanglers.
2. Boone River —

Hamilton, Fish in riffles

during mid-summer for ac-

tive fish.
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3. Clear Lake — Cerro Gordo, Fish early
morning or evenings on the windy shoreline
Lake Pahoja (Lyon County) and Nelson Park Lake throughout the summer.
(Crawford County) 4. Storm Lake — Buena Vista, One of the
; best channel cat fisheries in the state. Lots of
2- to 4-pounders.
5. Black Hawk Lake — Suac, Great popula-
northwestern lowais overlooked by many tion of “eater™ size fish, from 14 to 20 inches.
anglers, probably because of its location. As with 6. Silver Lake — Dickinson, Surveys indi-
many small lakes, the fishery supports a rather cate 2- to 3-pound fish available.
localized clientele. The adjacent park is maintained 7. Lake Pahoja — Lyon, A huge population
of 15- to 20-inch fish.
8. Ocheyedan Pond — Osceola, An excel-
lent population of * cats™ from cage reared and

ake Pahoja (Lyon County) — This small
/0-acre man-made lake in extreme

and managed by the Lyon County Conservation Board.
withall the amenities from camping cabinsto

playgrounds and all the facilities that accompany modern stocked fish.

day camping. This lake has provided many hours of angling 9. Five Island — Palo Alto, Good numbers
for largemouth bass, bluegill and crappie. Atpresent, the of “cats” present, a bonus for this walleye lake.
lake supportsa tremendous population of nice-sized channel 10. Center Lake — Dickinson, Good num-

bers of 18- to 20-inch fish.
(o] )

waters for bluegill

catfish that can be harvested day or night on a variety of baits.

Nelson Park Lake — What this lake lacks in size. it more than

makes up forinquality. Located in Crawford County, three miles

west and three miles north of Dow City. this 1 1-acre lake contains an ) 3 _
: . Lake Smith — Kossuth, Renovated in

2001; size and numbers excellent.

2. Upper and Lower Pine Lakes —
the 8-to I 1-inch range. A cage catfish program with the Crawford Hardin, High density in both lakes; larger
County Conservation Board assures the angler of a continuous supply of fish in Lower.
catchable size cats. Electric motors only are allowed on this small lake. 3. West Okoboji Lake — Dickinson,

Larger fish (8-inch-plus) but fewer

numbers for 2005.
lowa River (Hardin County) and Scharnberg Park Pond (Clay County)

abundance of keeper crappie and bluegill as well as a great channel
catfish fishery. Bluegills range from 7 to 8 inches and the crappie fall in

4. Brushy Creek — Webster, Huge
year class of 7 - to 8 -inch bluegills.
Target suspended fish near the tim-
ber in the summer or on the bot-
tom in the fall with a small
he lowa River in Hardin County offers some of the best fishing in north- hook tipped with a wax worm.

central lowa. From Alden to the Hardin/Marshall county line the river 5. North Twin Lake —

supports populations of channel catfish, smallmouth bass, walleye and Calhoun, Bluegills up to 9 inches
northern pike. The Hardin County Conservation Board maintains large numbers of are plentiful near the structures

or on the weed line .

to
pwaters for
¥y smallmouth bass
I. West Okoboji Lake —
catfish. There is good shoreline access and a new fishing pier for convenient fishing. Dickinson, Fairly consistent

public accesses throughout the county. The river valley is extremely scenic and

provides excellent opportunites to observe deer, waterfowl, turkeys and other
wildlife. The stream is excellent for canoes and small jonboats. Three dams exist
along the route: Alden, lowa Falls and Steamboat Rock.

Schamberg Park Pond (Clay County) — This 10-acre pond is loaded with channel

Also there are plans in the works for a boat ramp to accommodate small boats. In producer. Good year-class
2004, a modern campground facility was created along with a couple cabins. This strength for the 15- to 17-inch
area 1S maintained and managed by the Clay County Conservation Board and is fish.

located one mile east of Everly off County Road B24.
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2. Spirit Lake — Dickinson, Steady with
sub-legals growing into the fishery.
3. Iowa River — Hardin, Riffle/pool habitat

with limestone bottom. : | .
4. Boone River — Hamilton, Scenic river Trophies — Muskie populations in Clear Lake (Cerro

with good number of smallies. Gordo), Spirit and West Okoboji (Dickinson) and Brushy
t Creek (Webster), have matured in numbers and size. Late
op summer and fall are peak periods.

top

trophies & unigue opportunities

waters for largemouth bass Unique Opportunities — They’re scrappy and good eating 5
so take advantage of yellow bass at North Twin (Calhoun),
1. Lower Pine Lake — Hardin, Fish up to 7 Black Hawk (Sac) and Clear Lake (Cerro Gordo). The
pounds in 2004 fishery survey. white bass at Storm Lake (Buena Vista) and Yellow Smoke
2. Briggs Woods Lake — Hamilton, Bass (Crawford) are definitely worth the trip. Lot s of action and
of all sizes sampled in 2004 survey. fish larger than 15 inches.

3. Willow Creek Pond — Osceola, Good
numbers of legal-sized fish.

4. Brushy Creek — Webster, Lots of angling
pressure but lots of bass. Some fish exceed 6
pounds.

5. West Okoboji Lake — Dickinson, Fairly
consistent; will be more legal fish available for
2005.

Black Hawk Lake (Sac County) and Beeds Lake (Franklin

County)

to . Ll ’ Al e L] aoro 1 L nlkra laponte " T
@pwaters for northern plke [L“u. |\ [ Id“ I\ l_.tii\L. | L-]:" [=dCTC ”n.l“.“ l.].] ]LII\L l\.]Li‘.I[LLi 1n hdL

County, has 11.4 miles of shoreline. Almost 50 percent
1s publicly owned, an extremely high percentage of

1. Silver — Worth, Three- to 5S-pound
fish taken in spring and fall.

2. Spirit Lake — Dickinson, Spring
brood stock netting indicates an abun-
dant and growing population. when the bullheads move into the shallow waters. These fish are 1deal
3. West Okoboji — Dickinson, for young and old anglers alike and provide an ideal family fishing
Trophies and hammer handles outing. Thousands of crappie, walleye, catfish and yellow bass are also
available.

4. Tuttle Lake — Emmet, A bor-
der lake where the pike have re-
covered from the 2001 win-

public ownership for a natural lake in lowa. Creel surveys in past years
have shown that shore anglers catch almost as many fish per hour as

boat anglers. The best shoreline fishing per hour occurs in the spring

caught from the shoreline each year. No boat, no problem.
Beeds Lake offers some of the best shore fishing in northern lowa.

Five fishing jetties, one pierand several small docks provide access from

terkill the shoreline. Inaddition to these structures the entire shoreline 1s open to
5. Trumbull Lake — Clay, fishing, with the causeway on the west end being one of the most popular

Shallow lake with nice-sized aAreas.

northerns. Beeds Lake supports a high density of crappies, with most running
between 8 and 9 inches. Crappies will move into the rocks around the
jetties and the causeway in mid-May and provide good opportunities for
panfish. Largemouth bass and northern pike are frequently caught from the
shore when the weeds begin to grow. Early morning and sunset are the
best time for these predators throughout the summer.

[f you prefer catfish, Beeds Lake has plenty of them as well, Fishing at

night usually provides the best results. Prepared stink baits, chicken livers.

dead chubs and frogs are the preferred baits.
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Southwest Regional Fisheries Supervisor

During the spring Forwalleye, Irecommend Little to 14-inch fish, and Prairie Rose
Lll'lLiL‘;lI'|jnr summer,. the River(Decatur)and | hree Mile {.“\hu[h} blh:':_*n-lufmnnh:_'r\ur.\'.mkh
Southwest District (Union),and don’t forget the Des fish. Small 1/16-and 1/32-ounce jigs
office receives many Moines Riverabove Red Rock work well. Yellow, black and white.
Ihoun) calls about when and Reservoir. Fishing along the rocky and chartreuse colors are populai
The where to fish for a dams and points with jig and minnow and tip themwithaminnow for
Smoke ' certain H["LTL‘N.H and/or twistertail can be productive, added success
RO Maybe the following ideas but remember to work the bait Many anglers
will be of use to anglers slower incold prefer to “soak’ a
March and April are water minnow below asmall
often the most overlooked Late Apnil bobber forrelaxing vet
times of the year for to June 1s when the good fishing
fishing, yetchannel catfish casy fishing takes place |areemouth bass are
and walleve can be very Crappie, bluegill and largemouth bass also movingintoshallow waterthis
active throughout this are actively feeding and coming into time of year. They can be caught
["JL‘I'ML[.LIHLIUI]I}"PIL‘L|ll|'m':1 the spawning season. ( rappic lakes | withshallow running craw dad on
late April. Walleye and recommend are Red Rock (Polk) and minnow-colored crankbaits or similai
catfish become active atthe DeSoto Bend (Harrison) for large 11- colored spinner baits. Work the baits

firsthints of warming

water. and of course. . . .

weather will affect this

Iras factor. Good channel
oring catfish lakesinclude Littlefield Lake, Audubon
> jdeal Prairie Rose (Shelby).

his lake has not had a reputation of supporting a quality panfish

Mormon Trail (Adair), fishery. Howevercrappie and bluegill fishing this past spring was
- :,".l'\-‘L" ¥ Ter el 4 ~ . . - . =
jre dist Badger Creek (Madison), fantastic with numerous fish caught that exceeded 9 inches for crappies

Nine Eagles (Decatur), and 8 inches forbluegills. Anglers were catching crappies in May during

Wi Easter Lake (Polk) and the spawn along the dam and other rocky shoreline structure. Bluegills
froi! Viking (Montgomery). were caught during late May/early June along the shore from spawning
ypento Fishing with cut shad bait beds located near points and backends of small bays. Fish were also
ypular or night crawlers on the caught during the summer months in open water suspended in 4 to 6 feet
bottom can have good of water. Fishing should be excellentagain this coming spring, Anglers
Ing results. will have theirbestluck using small lead-head jigs (1/64-to 1/16-ounce).
the lightline (2- to4-pound test) and bobbers. The jigs may need to be
sfor tipped jig withasmall minnow or night crawler. Fish by casting along
fomifie shoreline, especially around rocky areas. with or without a bobber, then
ethe retrieve the lure slowly Inthe spring bluegills and crappies will be found
in shallow water typically less than three feet near spawning areas. This
rishing? lake can suffer from poor water quality (turbid conditions) following
A Jivers: heavy springrains.
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|. Lake Ahquabi — Warren, Fish small jigs
and crawlers near jetties for 7- to 9-inch fish.
2. Beaver Lake — Dallas, Good numbers of
7- to 9-inch fish.

3. Littlefield Lake — Audubon, Eight- to 9- Lake Ahquabi, ”’”" ren Cff‘””}’ '
inch fish common along shoreline beds. ake Ahquabi is one of the better fishing |

4. Three Mile Lake — Union, Seven- to 9- areas for largemouth bass, bluegill, crappie
inch fish common. and redear sunfish. There is good population of 12-to |

5. Green Valley — Union, Fish 7 to 8 inches 1 6-inch bass in the lake, with fish exceeding 20 inches. ! ram

S Bluegill range in the 6-to 8-inch size, with lotsofaction | and

op around the jetties and pier. Crappiesrange from8to 10~ £ b

inches and provide good fishing. Theredearpopulationis | e

------- e T e excellent, and there are plenty of 7- to 9-inch fish available. B s

l. Red Rock Lake — Marion, Eleven to 15- Fishing forredear requiresalittle different technique thanbluegill | s

inch fish; try feeder stream coves and dam. fishing and they tend to be more picky than bluegill. Try small jigs | (Tt

2. Prairie Rose — Shelby, Good numbers of tipped with wax worms and fish just offthe bottom, especially eray
7- to 9-inch fish. . ;

during spawning. £

3. Wilson Lake — Taylor, Eight- to 11-

inch fish abundant on dam during the spawn.
4. Little River Lake — Decatur, Fish . . .

rocky shoreline in spring for 7- to 10-inch
fish.

: : slower in cool water, then speed jigs tipped with a piece of night
?éﬂiﬁﬁmﬁfg?igtﬁ? :;?;;lgig;: up the retrieve as the water crawler are very effective. A night
structure. warms. [ recommend Green crawler and small bobber work well,
top il Valley (Union) and Prairie R.nm: and |'¢.:m=..-m}.m1‘m fish bothrigs
(Shelby) because they hold big bass, directly over the beds.
IargemOUthbaSS and West Lake (Clarke) and Don’toverlook any
. Badger Creek Lake — Beaver Lake (Dallas) for lake forbluegill

Madison, All sizes with largest at general good bass fishing. fishing this time of

20 inches. J Bluegill fishingreally
2. West Lake — Clarke, All picksupinearly
sizes; 14 to 17 inches common. oneandreill

3. Rock Creek Lake —
Jasper, Good population of 15-
to 20-inch bass.

4. Green Valley — Union,
Minimum 22-inch size limit; and action can be fast and
good numbers of bass the fish big. These beds Movingtoaslightly different
available. are usually located in 2 to 4 feet of subject, anew fish population has

year, but for big
‘gills|]
recommend
Green Valley
(Union), Ahquabi

last most of the

month. Find
the spawning beds (Warren) and Three

Mile(Union).

5. Prairie Rose Lak‘? 7 water near sandy or gravel areas. been established in Lake Manawa

ﬁhilby' Carpsilitntge0-ineh The beds are where the male near Council Bluffs. The hybrid

e bluegill fans outa nestand often striped bass, which is a hybrid of the
look like “elephant footprints™ on the ocean striped bass and the white
bottom. Small 1/32-to 1/64-ounce bass, was stocked in 2002, 2003 and
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Greenfield Lake, Adair County

hisis Greenfield’s drinking water

supply reservoir. It is 48 acres with

excellent water quality. It has a concrete boat
ramp (electric trolling motoronly), five fishing jetties
and a paved walking trail surrounding the entire lake. A
habitat project completed in 2002 added numerous brush
piles located in 8 to 16 feet of water and two gravel
spawning beds that help concentrate fish in and around the
structure. Greenfield boasts excellent numbers of large bluegills
(7to91nches) in addition to good numbers of 8- to 9-inch
crappies with some more than 12. There are also excellent
numbers of |-pound and larger channel catfish.

2004. Fall surveys showed
numerous fish from 8 to 22 inches.
['he larger fish weighed more than 5
pounds. Forthose who have fished
the scrappy white bass, imagine
catching a white bass weighing more
than 5 pounds. This fish should
provide much excitement. These
fish can be caught by trolling shad-
colored baits in 5 to 6 feet of open
water during summer, or locating the
schools when they surface to feed
onshad. Other areas for hybrid
striped bass fishing are Saylorville
Reservoir, below the dam at
Saylorville and in the DesMoines
River at the Scott Street and Center
Street dams,

Atrout fishing opportunity was
introduced at Banner Lakes in the
new Summerset State Park near

Indianola. Trout were first stocked

top

waters forchannel
catfish

I. Prairie Rose Lake — Shelby, High
numbers of 3- to 6-pound fish plus flathead
catfish.

2. Badger Creek Lake
sizes up to 30 inches.

3. Nine Eagles Lake — Decatur, Size range
from 14 to 25 inches.

4. Easter Lake — Polk, Good population of
14- to 18-inch fish.

5. Mormon Trail Lake — Adair, Population
surveys indicate 100 fish per acre.

— Madison, All

top

6 waters forwalleye

|. Lake Manawa — Pottawattamie, Good
numbers of all sizes.
2. Saylorville Lake — Polk, Fifteen-to 20-
inch fish; try Cherry Glen to marina.
3. Little River Lake — Decatur,
Thirteen- to 17-inch fish common plus
trophy fish available.
4. Three Mile — Union, All sizes with
plenty of fish over 26 inches.
5. Des Moines River — Boone and
Polk, Fish below dams and in riffle/
pool areas.

in early October, followed by
stockings in Novemberand
January. These fishrequire
cool waterand can only
be stocked during the
falland winter
months. To fish
trout, use 2-t0 s
4-pound test

lineand
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Jacob Krumm Nature Preserve
acob Krumm Nature Preserve
(Jasper) is a 450-acre park and

nature preserve located '/s-mile

north of the Lynnville exit, off

[-80. The 25-acre pond is relatively

new, and has good bass, bluegill

and channel catfish populations.

Access around the lake 1s good.

Although it doesn’t have the

fishing jetties, there 1s a good

hard-surface boat ramp. In
addition to the lake, the preserve
has seven miles of hiking trails
that wind through prairies,
savanna and woodlands. and

offer excellent viewing of a

variety of wildlife and plants.

A shelter 1s available for use.

Beaver Lake, Dallas County

anything from small spinner baits to cheese
and corn with a small bobber. This can be
great fishing for children during nice fall and
winter weather.
Southwest lowa anglers have very
good fishing opportunities and can
help preserve good fishing by not
dumping bait buckets into lakes
and not moving fish from
one lake or pond to
another. Nuisance and
unwanted species such
as yellow bass. carp, gizzard shad. and
bullheads can be stocked 1n this manner and
can ruin good fishing in a very short time
Remember, 1f you don’t go fishing, you
can’t catch fish. Get out early and get out
often. For more iformation, contact the
fisheries biologist in your area or search our

web site at 1owadnr.com. Good tishing!!

“1here is certainh
something in aneling
that tends to produce a

serenity of the mind.”

Washington Irving -

eaver Lake (Dallas) is perhaps overlooked by many anglers due to its location and size. Itis located

about two miles north of Dexter. Although Beaver Lake is just a 35-acre lake, it does have some

good fishing opportunities. The entire shoreline ofthe lake isaccessible to anglers, with anumber of

fishing jetties on both sides of the lake. There is also a hard surfaced boat ramp on the south side of the lake. A

universal pieris located just north of the dam on the eastside of the lake and is a good spot for those more

interested in justtossing a line and relaxing forawhile. A private campground is nearby forthose interested in

more than a day-trip. The lake is located in a 300-acre-plus area and has plenty of room for the casual walk or

for those wishing some solitude from a busy workday.

Beaver Lake is made for fishing. Areas of flooded timber and rock reefs provide an abundance of habitat.

Bluegills and crappies are often found among the flooded timber and along the rocky areas and small jigs and

bobbers are effective combinations. Smaller largemouth bass are plentiful and can provide some excellent

catch-and-release fishing.
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Why Wait to Reel In

Family Memories

Relaxing Escapes

Easy & Affordable Outdoor Fun

Y YOUR Licenses may be purchased online
2 0 O 5 at www.iowadnr.com, by calling

1-800-367-1188 or through any of
I S H I N G the more than 900 ELSI license
vendors around the state. Visa,
MasterCard, Discover and
| C E N S E electronic checks are accepted.*

*Visa, MasterCard, Discover and electronic checks are accepted for online and phone orders; most vendors do take credit cards. but a few do not.
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or those of us who cherish all things wild, the
deep resonate gobbling of an adult wild turkey 1s

one of those unique natural anthems that 1s

guaranteed to stir the blood. Many outdoor enthusiasts will

r—h.
e -
S e B R

L.

even go so far as to rank spring gobbling right up there with
the sound of bugling elk or howling wolves. For me, spring
gobbling 1s nothing short of hair-raising. My blood pressure
1s never higher than when a dominate tom sounds off at
close range

\s 15 the case with most world-class concerts, obtaining
the best seats will mean losing some sleep and may even
include a night on the ground. But once the show begins,

these small sacrifices seem well worth the effort.
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Photos and article by
Lowell Washburn

From picturesque northeast lowa (above)

to the Loess Hills and nearly every timber

In between, turkeys are sounding off,
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he most aggressive toms may begin advertising

their presence as soon as the first blush of an

T
. i

impending dawn begins to color the eastern sky.

o

As the colors brighten, the gobbling will intensify as the

symphony 1s joined by birds from surrounding ridgetops.

During a typical day. gobbling activity will peak by sunrise
and then cease altogether as hens assemble around
vigorously strutting males. As hens eventually drift off,
individual gobblers may crank up again by mid-moming or
sometimes during early afternoon.

Barred Owl

Jack-in-the-Pulpit

-’*lliﬂklh "'l.!“l] :“”“ L] |i."'|.'|..!|. Unsersyaiionist 33







uring the first half of the spring breeding

season, the woodland concert is heavily

punctuated by the cutts, cackles and raspy
yelpings of inquisitive hens. By late April, however, most
hens will have become more subdued as they engage in nest
site selection or egg laying,

Once a majority of these hens have begun to incubate
eggs, hunters will 11'::c;ucnl]} encounteradistinet and final
spike in gobbling activity . By now the forest will have
achieved tull canopy. For human hunters, the dense foliage
provides a catalyst for the most effective stalks —and close

encounters — of the season.

wathod
EJ.
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I conditions are just right, a gobbling tom can now be approached to

within 50 or 60 yards — sometimes less. Many of these birds have

recently become card carrying members of the Gobbler Lonely Hearts
Club. Consequently. the spontaneous reaction to a series of soft yelps on the
box call can be down right unnerving.

Although a dense, earth-toned tapestry of ferns, tree bark and
gooseberry may prevent the hunter from obtaining immediate visual
contormation, each new gobble loudly declares that the woodland monarch
15 indeed headed your way

Suddenly, he appears. And although you’ve seen it all before, your
pulse quickens and your breath is suddenly taken away as, bedecked in all

his iridescent splendor, the timber ghost boldly struts directly toward youn

concealed position. You've already begun to tremble when, at 25 yards, the

=i

old tom pauses to emit a defiant, in-your-face, triple gobble.

b
4

Although you didn’t need this heady reminder. the sound proclaims to

all the world why spring turkey hunting is simply the finest sport ever invented.

A ALLT IR
VLRI |

” ' r!I: &

: b
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Lastyear’s spring turkey season taken with a shotgun, I managed to il

was one of my most exciting ever. arrow a 3-year-old tom at a distance
During the first hour of the firstseason, of 7-1/2 feet. N
M_r 6 [ passed up a 15-yard jake at sunrise After stowing my shotgun and
and then called in and bagged amature  bow, I returned to the telephoto. Fron®  wol|
gobbler 10 minutes later. the beginning of Apriluntil the end of Ks
During the fourth season, I the fourth season, I photographeda ard
x (ﬁ hunted with bow and arrow. That total of 26 jakes and toms as well as mdth
(ﬂa, proved to be a bit more challenging. numerous hens. The combined fotlow
With a shotgun, a turkey’s distance 1s  opportunities easily surpassed any Johbls
_ ~ the primary consideration. But with previous year.
W archery, everything must be perfect [ spent the last week-end of the
before launching a broadhead. A 2004 season exploring the wooded
by Lowell Washburn small clump of gooseberry or handful  blufflands of Clay 3
S p of gooseberry or handfu dlufflands of Clayton County near okl
of leaves that wouldn’t even register McGregor. There was no singular Wom
with a gun hunter can make a 10-yard mission [ just hoped to see, hear Fd
shot at a strutting gobbler completely and maybe photograph one more =
out of the question. wild turkey, find a late mushroom os '
Finally, afternotbagginganyofthe two, and take advantage of the
seven birds thatcould have beeneasily  world-class birding opportunities that = /..
come to the e
Mississippi 0 fe |
River W

woodlands

during the spring

migration.

The 0
mushroom ﬂ |
hunting was a bope |
pleasant surprise By
In spite of the | | :j-j‘:
extremely late .
date, I collectec \
about 10 o
pounds of fresh® .. n
morels during 'r"""-"éz\
my first hour g,

= Or so in the e
Z woods. The |
< &1

%

songbirds —

e 1

lanagers,
£ T
Talking Turkey — Turkey hunting enthusiasts Lowell Washburn (left)  grosbeaks, thrushes. warblers and o
and Ed Kotz Sr. enjoy the final morning of the 2004 spring turkey season  buntings — were more plentiful thar = ﬁ
in a Clayton County timber. [ had dared hope. The timbers burst = |
Pless ¢
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with the sound and color of these
beautiful migrants. The best
surprise, however, came on Saturday
night when | received a call from my
good friend Ed Kotz Sr.

Kotz, who lives in Grinnell, had
heard that I was in northeast [owa,
and thought he mightdrop by the
following morning and attempttobaga
gobbleron the season’s final day.
During the past three decades or so.
Kotz and | have pursued pheasants.
waterfowl and deer during hunts that
took place in lowa, Missouriand
Wyoming.

Ed is 80 years old now. And
although he doesn’t hunt upland
birds, geese or big game anymore,
he just can’t seem to get turkeys out
of his system. After we hung up the
phone, I really began to look forward
to the following morning.

When Kotz arrived at 4:30 a.m.,
he seemed downright chipper. |
knew he'd left home by 1:30 a.m. in
order to get here in time to hear the
first gobble.

“Wow,” I thought to myself, “ sure
hope I can still do that when I'm 80.”

By now, the stars were beginning
to fade into what promised to be a
perfect turkey-shooting morning —
clear, calm and cool. Within
minutes of entering the timber, we
were greeted to the day’s first
gobbles. Unfortunately, none of the
clamor was coming from atop our
ridge. We opted against taking on
the near vertical terrain that led to
the next valley. Instead, we
continued down the logging trail we
were already on. The decision paid
off. Within minutes, a gobbler fired
up less than 200 yards away.

We cautiously picked our way
through the timber until we were
within 100 yards or less of the
turkey’s roost. After quickly taking
a seat against an ancient maple, we
released a series of soft tree yelps in
the tom’s direction. He responded by
going nuts with a series of double and
triple gobbles.

[t was getting pretty light now.
We clammed up and the gobbler soon
flew down and headed in our direction.
Although we couldn’tsee the tom
through the thick understory, the latest
gobbles said the bird had now
approached to within 60 yards —
maybe less.

“Getready,” I whispered. | knew
that I really didn’t need to say that. |

just have a knack of displaying a firm

grasp of the obvious whenever wild
turkeys are nearby.

Suddenly, asecond tom fired up
from just over the ridgetop. The new
arrival beganto gobble incessentantly,
and the sounds told us that he too was
rapidly approaching our position. The
end result, unfortunately, was that the
new (apparently dominant) bird drove
the first (apparently subdominant) tom
back over the ridge. Once that task
was accomplished, the dominant bird
refused to budge. No amount of
pleading could coax him into view,
and the bird finally gobbled his way
back down the ridge and out of earshot.

All things considered, Ed didn’t
seem the least bitdisappointed. The
encounter had been loud and exciting.
We both agreed that it had made the
long drive and lack of sleep well worth
the trouble.

We continued down the ridge.
During the next couple of hours, we

identified a ton of songbirds, saw
several species of woodland
wildflowers and found more
mushrooms. We discovered one
morel that was practically large
enough to hang ornaments on,

“I'venever seen anything like thisn
my life,” said Kotz. “I doubtI'll ever
see a mushroom as big as this again.”

Thatmushroom was something.
Although Ididn’thaveanythingto
measure with, I know the morel was an
honest 9-1/2 to10 inches tall — maybe
more. Unfortunately, it had passed its
prime. We decided to leave it standing
and to come back next May and gather
its offspring.

Later, we had another close
encounter with atom that gobbled twice.
The bird sounded off directly behind us,
and we never heard or saw it again.
Soon after that, 1t was time for me to
head back home.

We both agreed that it had been a
great outing. The fact that we hadn’t
bagged abird didn’tseem all that
important.

We were packing up when Ed
suddenly announced that he hadn’t had
enough yet and was heading back to
the woods for another hour or two.
That night he left me a voice message
saying he’d watched two adult toms
strutting for some hens. He hadn’t been
able to lure the birds his way but had
sure enjoyed the show.

“Those big gobblers are sure
something to watch,” he laughed.
Although the hour was late, his voice stil]
carried the enthusiasm of that latest
encounter.

“Wow,” I thoughtto myselfagain.

“I sure hope I can still do that when I'm
80.”

-~
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Article by Karen Grimes
Photos by Clay Smith

Alison Manz taking water
samples near a tile outlet that
flows into Elk Run Creek.

¢ fg;m Srtant 1 mﬁdfﬁg -.dnr}kmg Water fGr'

Alison Manz started outlooking
for a dead cow. What she found
instead, on thatotherwise
INCONSpICUOUS prairie stream, wasan
unforgettable scene of aquatic
devastation.

“I've heard others describe it,
but I’ve never been there before at
the start of a fish kill and seen the
fish leaping out of the water and
dying on the banks of the creek.’
she said.

[t1s not something she wants to
See again.

It was Oct. 26, 2004, when the
Atlantic DNR field office received
ananonymous complaintabout a
dead cow in Elk Run Creek. When
Manz, an environmental specialist,
responded she had no 1dea this
investigation would involve two fish
kills and consume more than 300
staffhours.

On Nov. 1, she drove to the
creck, asmall stream draining about
35 square miles of Sac, Carroll and
Calhoun counties. She stopped on
Phoenix Avenue and walked up the
creek, looking forthe cow. Instead.
she found herself in the midst of
waters suddenly full of small
minnows rising to the surface.,
gasping forair, many of them turning
bellyupanddying.

Halfa mile up the stream. Alison
found the source of the pollution
an underground tile — part of a vast
network ofunderground clay tile or
plastic pipe used to drain cropland.
Manz found manure-smelling brown
water flowing out of the tile drain
and into the creek. Field tests
confirmed why the fish were dying
clevatedammonia levels coming
fromthe tile outlet flowing into the
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Green biodegradable dye helped
traced the miles-long underground
connection between tile inlets
(above) and tile outlets (right) that
flow into the stream.

stream below. Laboratory test
results showed fecal coliform levels
of more than 18 million colonies per
100 milliliters of water, confirming
manure as the pollutant.

When she called in the fish kill to
the Atlantic field office, Kirk Mathis
and Jerry Jordison went to work
pulling maps and aerial photos, trying
tomatch tile drainage arcas with
possible sources of manure.

Withindays, DNR specialists
found another fish kill as they
investigated the first one.
Unfortunately, DNR records show
two other fish kills, inthe fall of 1998
and 1999. The DNR investigated
both kills, but was unable to identify
allthe pollutant sources.

“This hasbeenaproblem
watershed for a number of years,”
said Wayne Gieselman, administrator
of DNR environmental services.

“As a result of our efforts and
with the help of Des Moines Water
Works, we were able to identify a
number of 1ssues that need to be
addressed.” Gieselman said.

Neighbors and interested citizens
concur, the creek has had ongoing
water quality problems, including

turbidity and some fish kills. In late
July 2004, Des Moines Water Works

notified the field office that routine

water quality tests showed Elk Run
Creek also had high nitrite levels.
Manz took water samples from the
stream, but was unable to determine
the pollution source.

When two fish kills occurred
only eight days apart, the DNR
devoted extensive resources to find
the problem. Tracking downthe
source of the tile runoff took an
intensive two-month investigation as
six staff members searched for
pollutants thatran literally for miles
underground.

The search developed intoan
environmental CSlor Crime Scene
[nvestigation, using modern
technology such as dye tests, smoke
machines, aerial photos and maps of
county-maintainedtile lines. The
DNR specialists also used old-
fashioned. butintense, on-the-ground
investigative skills, talking with
livestock producers, brainstorming
potential pollutant sources, taking

water samples and walking more

than eight miles of creek banks.
“The fish kills generally happen
about five days after a rain,” said
Dan Stipe. supervisor of the Atlantic
DNR field office.
1s so flat that the stream and tiles

“The topography

flow, pool, then become a trickle or a
few riffles, then it backs up again. It
makes it difficult to find the source.”

[t took an all-out detective effort
to 1dentify sources of the
underground polluted runoft, because
the usual clues from surface runoft
were missing.

Manz and other specialists
confirmed the runoff was from
animal manure, but as they walked
the creek, they found other
problems. A shight blackish sludge
turned out to be a septic tank
discharge.

In Carroll County, they found a
manure stockpile close to the stream,
but no evidence that runoft from the
stockpile was entering the creek.

The owner moved the stockpile to

prevent future problems.

“You know when you’ve solved
the mystery that you have actually
made a difference. That's what it's
all about - protecting the
environment,” Stipe said.
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In the end, unraveling the county
tile line maps (right) proved to be the
key to the puzzle. An extensive
county drain tile system underlies
the land surface in Carroll County.
Landowners have also installed
subsurface drain tiles to allow crop
planting in the spring.

Stipe and his staff used the
Carroll County drain tile map to
investigate more than 20 square
miles of the watershed. They visited

Why is ElIk Run Creek
Important?

DNR water quality specialists
documented aremnant population of
southernredbelly dace in EIk Run
Creek during a water quality survey
inthe early 1990s. To them, Elk
Run Creek symbolizes the diversity
of aquatic life that once existed in
small streams across northern
lowa.

A small minnow, theredbelly
dace prefers small streams with
cool, clear water. Itis found mostly
in northeast lowa, with scattered

every animal feeding operation that
could potentially be contributing to
the fish kill via an underground
connection. When they found
evidence of surface runoff, they used
smoke tests, dye tests, trenching and
water test results to determine 1f
runoff from that site was reaching
the stream. After two months, the
DNR linked manure from several
open feedlots to the two fish kills.
One lot was located more than three

populations innorthwest lowa.
“Fromthe fisheries standpoint, |
like to compare the rivers to a big
tree,” says Lannie Miller, longtime
DNR fisheries biologist from Lake
View. “The little tiny branches are the
small streams like Elk Run Creek that
feed into the bigger rivers like the Des
Moines and the Raccoon. These are
the prime areas of productivity.”
“Minnows go up these small
streams in the spring and spawn and
grow and move downstream in the
fall. The minnows overwinter in the
biggerrivers. Asany fisherman
knows, predator fish go on a feeding
frenzy when there is this sudden
influx of food in the fall. Minnows,

miles from Elk Run Creek.
But, perhaps more important, the

DNR mnvestigators found a disturbing

pattern of manure storage on open

feedlots. In lot after lot, the DNR

saw improperly built manure storage

structures. While cattle manure does ¢
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Drainage tile map showing Elk Run eatly
Creek in blue and subsurface ler |

county drain tile lines in white.
chubs and suckers are coming out 0

of the small feeder creeks in the Her
fall to provide that forage.” says Ba
Miller. Vice
“Ifwe keep polluting, fiestig
damming or channelizing these Verg
small feeder streams that are the Glity
nursery and spawning areas,” Milar
says Miller, “the minnows can’t Ip
get up the streams or they are digets
dead. But what these little 190in,
streams are vital foris literally the :r]g|‘
base of production. When B Sai
someone pollutes the little 0wp.
streams, it affects the whole i the
system. If you cut off so many Sl §
branches ofatree, iteventually Dang
dies.” Karen



: not have a high level of ammonia

ortant, the initially, 1f the solids sit and cook with

dstung | the liquids, the bacteria in the mix

on open converts the manure into ammonia

- DNR which can be toxic to aquatic life. Two fishkills in

resiorage | With the first rainfall, liquids wash out Elk Run Creek

mure de : : : were traced to

nure does of the basin — a lethal mix when a tile
e intake is ] ] _ runoff from open
line intake 1s located ¢ 0S€ to a basin cattintaodiots
and carries manure and high ammonia that entered
levels to a stream. subsurfacetile

Solving the problem will not be drains and
easy, because so many lots have the flowed to the
creek.

same construction. The seasonally
high ground water level is within feet

Importance to Des Moines

of the surface, so soils are often
saturated and that’s why the area 1s so Elk Run Creek is one of approximately 30 small watersheds that flow
into the Raccoon River, the primary drinking water source for six counties
and more than 25 communities, including Des Moines. The Des Moines

Water Works is responsible for treating the water and ensuring the safety

heavily tiled, according to Claire
Hruby,a DNR geologist.
But Stipe plans to discuss the

DNR findings with Carroll County
cattle producers atapublic meeting
scheduled in April.

“Overall, I feel we will be able to
greatly improve the quality of this

and quality of the water to 350,000 people, according to Linda Kinman with

the water works. Volunteer water quality monitoring shows that Elk Run

Creek 1s one of four small watersheds that flow into the North Raccoon
Riverthathave extremely high levels of nitrate, from 20 to 36 ppm.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency sets minimum standards

k Run

:g:{: water body as a result of our efforts,” that drinking water must meet. In 1989 and 1990, the Des Moines Water

white. Stipe said. “By taking a proactive Works exceeded the maximum contaminant level (MCL) of 10 ppm for
approach and working with producers nitrate levels in drinking water and had to publicly notify its customers. To

- we can prevent I‘u_lurc pruhlcmi ; avoid exceeding the MCL for nitrate, the water works plant built one of the

in;hﬂ Better water qu&1|1[}‘_W'?I] result. largest nitrate removal facilities

) Barb Lynch, chiefof DNR field inthe world costing $3.7 Mapping Mean Nitrate Concentration from 27

By services, is pleased with the mullion. M;MIHTMMIMM

investigation that finally determined These small watersheds —
several sources of an ongoing water have a cumulative effect that — 5 .

hest quality problem. She plans to pursue can be good or bad for water "' B

Mi[he similar problems throughout the state. quality inthe largerrivers. o

5, | “Iplan for our field offices to “We’'reall connected and in ]

can | target small watersheds that have the grand scheme of things,

are ongoing water quality problems where water should leave our land as :

: the pollutant sources are unknown,” good as when itarrived,” says f

rallythe she said. “As Dan and Alison have Wayne Gieselman, DNR sers E

! shown, it takes an intensive effort to administrator ofenvironmental N .5_;
find these sources, but the positive services. e b :i

e results for water quality will benefit all Elk Run Creek watershed is n1ie I S

nany lowans.” located in north central e e l ’ g

rually Karen Grimes is an information Carroll County. 3

specialist for the department.
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Award Winners

Governor Tom Vilsack honored 14 lowa
organizations and businesses with environmental
excellence awards in April, paying tribute to them for

their leadership and innovation in protecting lowa’s natural resources.

“I am proud to recognize these lowans for taking active roles n

protecting our natural resources,” Vilsack said. “Their leadership serves as a
model in implementing environmental sustainability across the state of lowa.™
The statewide awards program recognizes comprehensive environmental
programs by organizations and businesses, along with special project awards
In water quality, air quality, waste management, habitat restoration
development and energy efficiency/renewable energy. The winners were
chosen from nearly 40 nominations and include:

Environmental Excellence Award:
e Cedar Falls Utilities

e lowa National Guard Combined
Support Maintenance Shop, Johnston
o EMC Insurance Companies,

Des Moines

Textron Fastening Systems, Decorah

Congratulations
Xstream Cleanup

2004 lowa Governor's Environmental Excellence Award-
Special Recognition in Water Quality

2004 IOWATER Evenr of the

Commission
ol Scott County Keep

Beautiful

e Conserva o Ma

L

Special Recognition in Energy
Efficiency/Renewable Energy: |
« Consumers Energy, Marshalltow: |
o« CUNA Mutual Life Insurance |
Company, Waverly

o Davenport Community School
District L



Congratulations Monsanto
Muscatine Plant

2004 Governor’'s lowa Environmental Excellence Award
Special Recognition in Habitat Restoration/Development

MONSANTO

# . .
Imagine”
2500 Wiggens Road
Muscatine, IA 52761
nergy | Special Recognition in Waste Special Recognition in Water Special Recognition in Habitat
nergy: Management: Quality: Restoration/Development:
rshallowsd = s EMC Insurance Companies, o City of Praine City, Jasper County e« Bettina Bourjaily on behalf of
urance Des Moines Board of Supervisors & Jasper Redbird Farms Wildlife Area,
| s CURRIES Division of AADG, County Zoning & Planning Johnson County
School | Inc., Mason City o Xstream Cleanup, Davenport e Monsanto Company, Muscatine
| o Maytag Newton Laundry Products, e Drake University Biodiversity

Newton Center. Des Moines

Complete details about each award winner and the awards program are
available at www.iowandr.com.

The awards are sponsored by the Governor’s Office, the Department of
Natural Resources, the Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship.,
the Department of Economic Development, the Department of Education,
the Department of Public Health and the lowa Waste Reduction Center.
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The smell of smoldering hickory
hits you as soon as you step out of
your car and you react like Pavlov’s
dog—stomach growling, mouth
watering. Thisisall-American
cooking. Anlowa wildturkey
cooked barbecue-style by Hickory
Park in Ames.

Thekitchen s busy and the smell
of smoked meats, spices and sauces
fills the air. Rick Baker, kitchen
manager of Hickory Park, lays the
breast on a cutting board and slices 1t
horizontally to speed cooking. He
seasons both sides with Season-all,
garlic powder and white pepper.
The meat 1s scored, then placed on
the grill.

“This 1s the easy part,” Baker
says standing near the nearly six-
foot-long charcoal grill. Baker has
been a cook at different styles of
restaurants, pizza houses and
barbecue joints. “I’ve been cooking
for 30 years,” he says. “Been here
since 97."

He says the key to barbecuing a
wild turkey breast is to watch the
temperature to prevent the meat
fromburning. Grills should be setto
medium or keptatabout275
degrees. The turkey and chicken

Yarbequed
Wild Turkey Breast

meat used by much of the food
industry 1s injected with a salt
solution to keep the meat moist
while cooking. A wild turkey, of
course, does notreceive the solution
and has the potential to dry out
quickly and become tough, so keep
an eye on 1t, he advises.

After the meat has cooked
about three to four minutes per side,
Baker removes it and gives it a bath
of what he calls baste, which s
similar to a barbecue sauce. He
thenreturns itto the grill checking
and turning it often. The baste he
uses 1s the same sauce he uses on
chickenandribs.

Baker cuts up a small piece of
breast meat checking for doneness.
The cut pieces are snapped up from
all directions. “Whattayathink””
“Mmmitsprettygood.” “Whatisit?”
Barbecued wild turkey, tenderand
delicious.

Restaurant manger Jason
Wheelock says there are a number
of side dishes that couldaccompany
this dish. AtHickory Park, baked
beans. potato salad and coleslaw are
the most popular, but buttered corn
and mashed potatoes would also
work nicely.

Barbequed
Wild Turkey Breast

Ingredients:

| wild turkey breast
Season-all

Garlic Powder
White Pepper
Barbecue sauce

The grill should be about
275 degrees. Cook the breast
about three minutes per side.
Remove, coat with sauce and
return to heat. Keep an eye
on the breast and turn to
preventburning. The meatis
done when all the pink meatis
brownish gray. Serveona
bun, shced thin.

Hickory Park Restaurant Co.
1404 S. Duff Avenue

Ames, lowa50010-0765

Phone: (515)232-8940
Fax:(515)232-7275

E-mail: info@hickorypark-bbg.com

Article by Mick Klemesrud
Photos by Clay Smith
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* days, the prairies of southern

iwwaken tobooming
sounds heard for miles and
birds dancing on hilltops—
two signs of the recovering
[owa prairie chicken.

And this spring, thanks
to the efforts of DNR
officialsandan AmeniCorps
member, early rising nature-
lovers will geta chance to

DNR Photos

see them.

Ben Mullarkey, an
AmeriCorps memberat the Mount
Ayr Wildlife Unit, helped create the
firstannual Ringgold County Prairie
Chicken Viewing Day last April.

across the country, including471n
the lowa DNR.)

Thisyear’sevent will begin at
firstlighton April 16th. (Formore
information. contact Micah Lee at
641-464-2389 or Mel Moe at 641-
464-2220.)

[Last year, roughly 35 bird
watchers trekked to the Kellerton
Bird Conservation Areabefore
sunrise to view the birds. They saw
at least 12 male chickens dance on
a“booming ground” or“lek™ —a
raised area on which male chickens
compete for females.

“It’sacool dance and display.™
Mullarkey said. “They re apretty
unique bird.”

The projecthighlights the
importance of teaching people about

lowa’swildlife. he said.

"l'x lowa Conservationist & March/'Apnl 20005

(AmeriCorps, the domestic Peace = j§

by Michael Dhar

Viewers spot chickens
at last year’s event

A male praire chicken
during mating season

Corps, funds service positions -

“I don’t think many people know

they ‘re here,” Mullarkey said. “Some
exposureis good.”

Prairie chickens used to be the
premier game birds in lowa, with
hunters bagging up to 200 aday in
the 1800s. Over-hunting and loss of
prairie habitat decimated their
population by the 1950s. however.

Now, thanks to a series of
releases in the 1980s and 1990s, the
chickens are making a comeback.

The releases led to **a small, but
somewhat stable population.”™
according to areport by Mount Ayr
wildlife biologist, Mel Moe. Only
recently, however, did the comeback
prove strong enough to warranta
viewing day, said wildlife diversity

technician. Pat Schlarbaum.

“Boom” Time for AmeriCorps Member

Volunteer Helps Bring “Booming” Prairie Chickens Into View

“I suppose we could have done this

10 years ago, but it would have been
much more tentative that the recovery
was going to work,” he said.

A strongly barred brown, tan and

white grouse, the prairie chicken
sports tuft feathers or pinnae on 1ts
neck. The males display bright orange
eyebrows and air sacs during
mating season. They stake out
territory on the leks, fighting,
displaying and making their
“booming call.

“We live in the country and
we care a lot about wildlife,” said
Rebecca Abarr, who drove three
hours from Redding, lowa with her
family for last year's event. I
think 1t’d be weird for someone not
to be interested. It's important to
bring them back.™

Eventorganizers hope the birds’
continued comeback will supportan
annual viewing day inthe coming years.

April Volunteer Events

* Help restore prairie habitat during
the 6th annual Statewide Prairie
Rescue. For more information visit:
www.iowadnr.com/volunteer/pr05 or
contact Katie Kemp at

Katie. Kemp @dnr.state.ia.us

* Help bring landscape trees to lowa
communities with Plant Some
Shade or Operation RelLeaf. Find

out more at: www.iowadnr.com/
forestry/urban/

* Learn more about other DNR
volunteer projects at:

www.iowadnr.com/volunteer/
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CONNECT TO OUTDOOR IOWA
WITH FUN NEW PRODUCTS

WWWw.l0wanaturestore.com

Log on today.
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PLANTING TREES
WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU?

Rl B e, TR IMPROVE YIELDS
AR LR - e PREVENT EROSION
' REDUCE FLOODING

CONTROL WIND

CONTROL DUST
REDUCE ODORS
BENEFIT WILDLIFE
PROVIDE RECREATION
QUIET NOISES and TRAFFIC

IMPROVE VIEW

A LEGACY

INCREASE YOUR ¢ §
TOTAL PROFITS

{

NEED SPECIFICS?

CONTACT THE

STATE
FOREST

NURSERY
DN

TURN PAGE
FOR DETAILS!

THE STATE FOREST NURSERY is supported entirely by its sales of trees and shrubs.
There are NO tax dollars used for its operation.
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THE STATE FOREST NURSERY CAN CUSTOMIZE YOUR ORDER TO FIT YOUR SITE!
PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW!

800-865-2477

WILDLIFE PACKET $90
This packet of 200 trees and
shrubs provide habitat to vari-
ous wildlife. Birds will nest in
the foliage in the spring, crit-
ters will gather seeds and nuts
in the fall and find shelter in
the winter. Packet includes 50
each of White Pine, Bur Oak,
Redosier Dogwood and High-
bush Cranberry

TURKEY PACKET $90
This packet of 200 trees and
shrubs will improve your
area for wild turkey food and
cover. Packet includes 50 each
of Bur Oak, White Oak, Pin
Oak and Gray Dogwood.
Recommended by the lowa
Chapter of the National Wild
Turkey Federation

SPECIALTY PACKETS MAKE STARTING EASY (1HESE MAKE GREAT GIFTS, TOO.)

PHEASANT PACKET  $90
You can provide important
winter cover with this packet
of 200 trees and shrubs se-
lected for pheasants and
quail. Packet includes 50
each of Red Cedar, Wild
Plum, Ninebark and Gray
Dogwood. Recommended by
lowa Pheasants Forever

chapters

QUAIL PACKET $90
Build a covey ‘"|1n:;|LiL|L1;1rtL‘I'h"
to provide the natural shelter
quaitl need to survive. Plant

shrubs 2-3 feet apart by spe-

cies to form groups or mul-
tiple short rows to create
groups. Packet includes 100
Wild Plum and 100 Gray
Dogwood. Recommended
by the DNR Wildlife Bureau

SONGBIRD PACKET  $20

This packet includes 16 favor-

ite shrubs and 4 trees. These
species will attract a vanety of
songbirds year round: 2 Bur
Oak, 2 White Pine, 4 Wild
Plum, 4 Chokecherry, 4 Gray
Dogwood and 4 Serviceberry
The seedlings are shipped di-
rectly to your home. Recom-
mended by lowa Audubon.

THE STATE FOREST NURSERY is supported entirely by its sales of trees and shrubs. There are NO tax dollars used for its operation.
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IEnglish Springer Spaniels

B e Al Loebig Marine
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& | | _MERCURY

64 1-228-4407 or 641-228-2661 N4 l- ,’ T On The Water

ALUMRCRRAFT

2250 Ames Ave., Wesley, 1A

S15-679-4432

Oakview Il Hunting Club

Runnells, |A 50237
Come hunt September 1st through
March 31st!

Give us a call at

515-966-2095
or visit us on the
web at www.oakviewzZhuntingciub,com

Man has been endowed with reason, with the power
to create, so that he can add to what he's been given.

But up to now he hasn’t been a creator, only a destroy-

er. Forests keep disappearing, rivers dry up, wild
life s become extinct, and the climate s ruined and the
land grows poorer and uglier every day.

- Anton Pavlovich Chekhov

Bullding Our Reputation One Section ot a 'l
Cedar Sectional Docks

Aluminum Sectional Docks
with Brock Vinyl Decking
Commercial & Residential
Floating Docks
Handicap Accessible Docks
Roll-In Docks
Brock Vinyl Decking
ChoiceDek Decking
Float Drums

Walk on Water, Inc.

SCOTT CHAMBERS
P.O Box 343
2704 16th Street
Spirit Lake, 1A 51360
Woatls- BIM) B3 G5
Phone: 712

Fax: 712.336.1074

Boat Cushions/Post Caps
Benches/Ladders

AR )6

Swimn Ratts
Boat Lifts
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Camp Crescent Family

i ampground ascade Forestry
i . l _.-.._. |'.t “- |-'r.'--:- ; , N” rs Ery
min Sandy beach = Boating & waler + |owa Garown seealings
ctivitics « Biking on the Sauk Rail Trail « » Tree Planting

Minature Goll

Reservations Welcome
Call (712) 657-21%9

(call 657-2634 before Apnl 15th)

==} LAKE
=ZLVIEW -

« Timber '31:-1” 1 Improvemenl

R S, S Y
« Farestry L-onsuiting

800-596-9437
FAX 563-852-5004
21995 Fillmore Rd

Cascade, |A 52033
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“For in the true nature of things. it we rightly consider.

every green tree 1s far more glorious than if it were made of

cold and silver.”
- Martin Luther

Join us for a day, a weekend, or a

week in the wilderness! Any of our
log cabins will make a wonderful get-a-way for
you or your family, Each log cabin comes fully
equipped with kitchen, bath & 3 queen bads
New beach area, fishing dock, horse-shoes,

Basketball court and paddie boats

Open Year Round

712-446-2503

www.lowaoutback.com

Fishing, Hunting,
Vacation Retreat

Rathbun Lake - Southern Towa's Best

Financing Available

We Buy Used RVs for Cash

(herokee

Sunline
I-l 3
3 1 i) |!.:|:: I‘il' I ) JII ) :FI \llr.l”.: jll L F ‘I]‘}llllll‘]
B, 150'S af Hasletan §:30-6-30 Thurs Sun Valley
I ‘i.-‘ from Fontana Park 8:30-3:00 Sar Hi:ll't‘i‘uf!
Hazleton 1 so04 1:00-3:00 Sun Sunny Brook

SKkyline

WWW. jJaspersrv.com

Toll Free 877-636-9191

MULE B00/MULE 610 4x4 |
- , It fits in
anywhere.

|- g
(AL Y] i

The afl-new, MULE™ 600 and 610 4
; vahicles are a perlect fit

nact and manauerabie onough 1o go

wherower the work & You cEn enan el

them in the bed of a hl-sireq pickap, Bt

don't ke ther e ol you — theay Can cary

400 e and fow up o 1,100 ks whch B

no-amal oal

! Continuously Variable Transmission
I Dual-mode differsntial
! indeapendent front suspension

A

THE LEADING EDGE OF | POWER | PERFORMANCE | EXHILARATION | Kﬂwasaki

Lt the pood e rull

Avoca
Holtz Kawasaki
331 W. High Street
RE8-B03-7693

Clarninda
Whipp Sales & Service, Inc.
701 S. Bth Street
800-477-0195

Osage
Mark’'s Kawasaki
3787 Red Ball Rd.

641-732-5044

Tipton
Strackbein’s Kawasaki
302 West South Street

80()-455-0417
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& HEE BN B BN BN B B B .
rm. ~ For Sale:
Hunting & BLACKHAWK MARINE
Recreational Land SALES & SERVICE
S Sl T Easkivn foilk S.W. SHORE OF BLACKHAWK LAKE
PAUL L. FOUNTAIN Il Jim & Lisa Garrels. Owners
Suzanne Fﬂuntain Hea”v 327 L" f‘;!.f".lh:,‘ Hr'.‘.".-l'.-] : L_HL"-"_' View. lowa 51450
2&“@&%# FEATURED PROPERTY Ph. 712-657-2368 . Fax 712-657-8931
Ficld trial & Gun dog Training ‘Monroe County- s
i 323 acres, Timber, CR | Ski-tlog. seceaoo  BOMBARDIER ATV
Reckwell, IA 50469 NP i IR Shorelandr ShoreStaton
< 641-592-429% 641-675-3410. EVMBUDE. . porarr @, Bt

If the earth 1s man’s extended body. to be loved and

respected as one’s own body, those who do no greening “How long can men thrive between walls of brick,
of themselves will hardly bring about the greening of walking on asphalt pavements, breathing the fumes of
America. The idea of "greening’ involves color, flower coal and of oil, growing, working, dying, with hardly

ing, freshness of spring, and, above all, respect for what 1s a thought of wind, and sky. and fields of grain, seeing

|

organic and vegetative as distinct from the mechanical and only machine-made beauty, the mineral-like quality of

life?”
- Charles Lindbergh

metallic
- Alan Watts, Cloud-Hidden. Whereabouts Unknown,
1968, p. 111

I

“The Leader by Innovation”

I CES T VSO

LEMARS
Boat Farm
11 2-546-9550

www boatfarm.com

TOWA FALLS
lowa Falls Manne
RIM)I-65T7-4750

Wl 1Ismannc. com

GUITENBURG

| &L Marine
| 563-252-2020
| www jandlmarine . com
[nc. i DECORAH
1 Upper lowa Marine
SO3-3IR2-93R7
O F . . [:)i!!-'l""pi IEh e P e b i
\ VISIT WWW.C RISELINER.C
el Visit us at
i | www.mercurymarine.com
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ARKS PROFILE
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A trip to northwest lowa
wouldn’tbe complete withouta
stop at Black Hawk State Park.
And if you do. make sure to pack
the swim suit and rod and reel to
take advantage of the park’s
crown jewel. Virtually hidden
from view from highway travel-
ers, the 957-acre natural lake 1s a

major draw for anglers and water

enthusiasts in northwest lowa.
The centerpiece was formed
thousands of vearsago by glacial
action. and in fact, is the south-
ern-most glacier-formed lake in
[owa. Known in earlier days as
Boyer Lake. Walled Lake and
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Black Hawk
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By Eric Haakensﬂn'zinrd}"lll:ﬂranfO’Nei_ 11

Wall Lake, 1t was renamed Black
Hawk Lake in 1932 after the
Indian chiefwho unsuccessfully
fought offattempts of white
settlers to claim the Sac Indian
tribe’s land. Chief Black Hawk
was killed exactly 100 years
earlier at the Bad Ax Riverin
Wisconsin during the Black Hawk
War. Black Hawk State P
dedicated three years later.
Between 1935and 1938,

ark was

CivilianConservation Commission
(CCC)work crews built numer-
ous structures using native
fieldstone, including two fishing
piers and boat docks, two shelter

houses and the park residence. In
the mid 1990s, both shelter houses
and stone piers were renovated.
restoring their status as shining
examples ofthe quality work done
by the CCC.

The CCC was also respon-
sible for riprapping more than | |
miles of shoreline with fieldstone.
The workers also built fish
hatcheries and holding ponds in
the Black Hawk Wildlife Man-
agement Area. Today, the ponds
are no longer in use, but serve as
great viewing areas for a multi-
tude of fauna found in the area.
Wood ducks and Canada geese
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make their home there in nesting
boxes provided by the DNR,
offering hikers chances to see
the next generation of waterfowl.

The wildlife areaisalso
home to the Stubb Severson self-
guided nature trail. The trail
stretches 1.6 miles and features
20 marked sites. A brochure is
available toexplain the sites and
other natural features found
along the trail. Winter finds the
trail occupied by cross country
skiers.

Two CCC stone entrance
portals mark the beginning ofa
“trip around the lake,” as local
residents — some who make the
journey daily to see what’s new
on the water — like to call 1t.
The first structure visitors will
notice upon entering the park is
the CCC-built park residence and
old shop. Travelling south,
visitors will encounterthe Ice
House Point Picnic area, boast-
ing a double boatramp, a fish

cleaning station, ahandicap

fishing pierand ample
shoreline to weta
fishing line.

Black Hawk
Lake offers walleye,
catfish, bass, panfish
and bullheads. At
certain times of the
year, white pelicans,
bald eagles and a vast
array of migrating
waterfowland shore
birds can be seen.

LeavingIce
House and continuing
southward, visitors
was cross the inlet
bridge before arriving
at Gunshot Hill, The
bridge isatraditional

Roger A. Hill

hot spot for walleye
and crappie in the
spring and fall.
Gunshot Hill provides aquiet,
shaded picnic area with a modern
rest room and open shelter house
for those wanting to take time
away fromtheir busy lives. Next

=11 Washbum

L=

Low

up 1s the Thirty Acres boat ramp
campground complex, featuringa
double boatramp, a playground
structure, a CCC shelter house
and an unsupervised swim area.

Thisspring, Black Hawk 1s
scheduled fora major camp-
ground renovation to upgrade and
Increase electrical sitesto 118. In
addition, the park will receive
new grills, level gravel pads and
easier access for today’s larger
camping vehicles.

The marinaand north shore
areas are located on the northeast
corner of Black Hawk Lake, the
only areas open to anglers 24
hours a day.

Heading north finds visitors at
the Denison Beach Picnic area.
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ARKS PROFILE

ABOVE: With the crown jewel
at Black Hawk State Park
being the 957-acre natural
lake, obviously fishing for
walleye, catfish, panfish and
bullheads is a major draw to
the park. PREVIOUS PAGE:
Wood ducks and white
pelicans are frequent visitors
to Black Hawk Lake, along
with bald eagles and other
migrating waterfowl.

rvationist o March Aprnld 2005

Ken Formanek

This area also boasts a CCC open
shelter house with modern rest
rooms. [tis a popular spot for
family reunions, as you can beach
your boat right at the sandy
shoreline while exchanging
passengers orenjoying a picnic.
Allpark areas previously de-
scribed are accessible by either
land or water.

Two separate dredging
projects in the 1990s have deep-
ened pRon Johnsonarts of the
lake and have helped improve
water quality. There 1s an aera-
tion system intown bay to
prevent winterkills, so make sure
to check the ice conditions before
venturing onto the frozen waters.

[ast but not least, 1s Arrow-
head Lake picnic area located at
the extreme southeast corner of
[ake View. Arrowhead Lake 1s
anabandoned quarry easily
accessible by boat that offers
very good panfish and catfish
fishing. Remember, only electric

owell Washburn

trollingmotorsareallowed on
Arrowhead Lake.

The City of Lake View, 1n
conjunction with the DNR, holds
three annual events at the park.

The Lake View Water
Carnival, held the third weekend
inJuly, boasts several profes-
sional events on the lake and
hired entertainment on shore.
Otheractivities include carnival
rides, games, local food stands
and a parade down Main Street
as well as a float parade on the
water — an event unique to Lake
View.

The second weekend in
Augustbrings a Carp Contest
and chances at catching one of
10tagged carpworth$1.000
eachornumerous smallerprizes
according to size of fish caught.

The final event is the Arctic
Open, whichisusually held in
February. Thiseventallows one
to clean the dust off the golf
clubs and try their hand at golfing
on a course laid out on Black
Hawk Lake with prizes awarded
in several flights.

Whether 1t be a spring trip for
walleyes and crappies, a summer
carnival experience with the kids,
orahearty, winter golfouting,
make sure to include Black
Hawk State Park in your 2005

vacation plans.

Eric Haakenson is the park man-

ager and Ryan O'Neill is the park

ranger dl Black Hawk State Part.
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| BLACK HAWK STATE PARK AT A GLANCE
' l
ds ; LOCATION: Located in the southeast corner of the town of Lake View in Sac County; approximately 10
tk | mileseastofOdeboltand eight miles south of Sac City.
- | PICKNICKING: Numerous locations within the park for informal cookouts, all withinsight of the lake.
¢ | 1§ Thereare four open picnic shelters that may be reserved for a fee.
' CAMPING: C ampground accomodates 1 76 camping units; 68 sites have electrical hook-ups. Modern
g shower and restroom facilities. Frisbee golfcourse, volleyball courtand large playground located nearby.
| i TRAILS: The Stubb Severson Nature Trail provides an opportunity for visitors to learn about the shrubs
Al i and trees found in the park, while viewing a wide variety of wildlife.
I § LAKEACTIVITIES: Anglingispopularat Black Hawk for channel catfish, crappies, walleyes, bluegills,
o ! sunfishand several types of bass. There are boat ramps available, three of which are located within the
o | state park. Swimming is allowed only in designated areas.
Lake * FUN FACTS: Black Hawk Lake was formed many thousands of years ago by glacial action. In fact, it is
: the southern-most glacier-formed lake in lowa.
E CONTACT: Black Hawk State Park, 228 S. Blossom, Lake View. lowa 51450: phone 712/657-8712;
) ; email Black_Hawk(@dnr.state.ia.us.
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Pfeiffer Honored With
NWTF Joe Kurtz Award

lowa-bred wild turkeys are
firmly established throughout the
state — now. They also thrive
across much of North America.
Forhisrole inrestoring wild
turkey populations, Don Pfeiffer,
of Washington, has been honored
with the National Wildlife Turkey
Federation’s Joe Kurz Wildlife
Manager of the Year award.

Pfeiffer — southeast district
wildlife supervisor for the lowa
Department of Natural Re-
sources — received the award at
the NWTF sannual convention,
in February. “Don Pfeitter has
been a monumental force in
assisting the trap and transfer
effortsin lowa.” applauded Dr.
James Earl Kennemer, NWTF
senior vice president for conser-
vation. “His hard work and
leadership haverestored turkey
populations in lowa and the future
ofthe wild turkey hunting tradi-
tion.”

Dale Garner. chief of the
DNR s wildlife bureau said
Pfiefter’s legacy 1s the success-
ful return of the wild turkey to all
counties of lowa.

“Don has provided leadership
and direction to more than 100
wildlife professionals who worked
tirelessly over the last 18 years to
trap, relocate and manage wild
turkeys throughout lowa,” Garner
said. “These efforts have opened
doors to other wildlife restoration
projects including river otters and

prairie chickens.™

National Wild Turkey Federation

Don Pfeiffer

The eastern wild turkey,
native to lowa, was extirpated
from the state during European
settlement in the 1800 to 1900s.
Pfeiffer oversaw lowa’s recently
completed turkey trapping
program; through which 2,000
wild turkeys were live-trapped
from areas with a surplus and
released throughout lowain
suitable habitat with few orno
birds.

More importantly, though.,
from anationwide perspective,
was the relocation of 7,500 wild
birds from lowa to other states as
well as Ontario, Canada. lowa
was one of the key states 1n
supplying those restoration birds.
The program brought more than
$3.3million dollars to lowa for
habitatenhancementand land
purchases.

Pfeiffer serves on the NWTE
lowa Board of Directors. and is
co-editorofthe NWTF lowa
Newsletter.

M€ ONSERVATION UPDATE

Deer Investigation
Grounds Two Aircraft;
Three Men Charged

State conservationofficials
have seized two experimental
aircraftallegedly used to chase
deerduring lowa’s firstshotgun
season in December. Three men
are charged in connection with
the incident.

Department of Natural
Resources officers say the
craft, known as “powered
parachutes” were used in
Benton County to chase deer
toward hunters on the ground.
Witnesses say the aircraft flew
ina“zig-zag pattern to herd the
deer” in the area of county
roads D-65 and V-37. A wit-
ness describes one aircratt
flying so low that it had to pull
up hard to avoid a vehicle and a
power line.

Charged withillegal hunting/
pursuing of deer with an aircraft
are Steve Risse, 47, of rural
Dysart, Harry Moeller, 48, of
rural Buckinghamand John
Forbes, 28, of Waterloo.

Hunting with use of an
aircraftisillegal under federal
and state laws. The U.S. Fish
& Wildlife Service1sreviewing
the case for possible prosecu-
tion. If guilty, the three men
would face substantial fines,
potential loss of hunting privi-
leges and possible forfeiture of
the aircraft. The Benton
County Sheriff’s office and
Black Hawk County Conserva-

tion Board assisted 1n the case.

e
i

e —

Can

C
pﬂf‘h‘.n
camp
vIsttl
camp
ton s
categ

willb

LR

ALl -
g ':-r]u-‘



LS

un
men

ull
nd 4

Ing

rat

Campground Reservation Web Site Up and Running

Campers who visit [owa state
parks can learn more about a new
campsite reservation system by
visiting www.iowadnr.com. The
campground reservation informa-
tion s underthe special projects
category on the park menu and
will be updated as new informa-
tionisavailable.

The web site outlines work
and research already completed,
and identifies issues facing the

lowa Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) in order to
create one centralized reservation
system for all state park camp-
grounds and cabins.

“Creating acentralized
reservation system isalarge
undertaking as well as a new
concept to many lowa state park
visitors,” said Sherry Arntzen,
who s coordinating the effort for
the DNR. “We hope this web site
will keep the public informed on
the progress and provide an
avenue foradditional input during
the development of the system.™

Web site visitors can view the

2004 camper survey results,
written comment themes and
DNR responses, surrounding
state visits, campground reserva-
tionissues and decisions to be
made, and the reservation com-
mittee make up. Visitors can also
provide feedback on the project’s
progress and direction viaan
email link on the web site.

The parks bureauis planning
to hostseven public meetings

throughout the state in June to

discuss the progress and gather
public feedback. The centralized
reservation system will be
launched intime for the 2006

recreation season.

corder in the county where the owner resides. Failure to display
currentregistration 1s a simple misdemeanor. I
lowa’ s recreational boating activities continue to grow each year.

| Registration fees are used to support lowa’s boating enforcement and

safety program.

L

Clay Smith

Boat, Personal Watercraft Registrations Due
Boat and personal watercraft owners are required to renew the
registration of their vessels by April 30. Registration fees vary

depending on the size of the vessel and are paid to the county re-

DNR Auction Set For
May 7 At Fairgrounds

The lowa Department of
Natural Resources will hold an
auction May 7 at9 a.m. in the
cattle barn on the lowa State
Fairgrounds. Sale items include
old computers, boats, trailers,
mowers, guns, bows and other
items. Everythingissoldasis
with no guarantees or warranties.

In order to purchase a gun,
bidders will be required to submit
one of the following permits: a
valid lowa permitto acquire
pistols orrevolvers, available
fromthe local sherift’s depart-
ment; a federal firearms license;
ora professional or non-profes-
sional permitto carry concealed
weapons.

Mostitems, excluding guns,
will be available for viewing May
S and 6. Doors open at 8 a.m.
May 7. Payment s due upon
purchase and all sales are final.

Forasale bill, send a self-
addressed, stamped, number 10
envelopeto: DNR Auction, 502
E. 9" St., Des Moines, lowa
50319, oremail

susan.davenport(@dnr.state.ia.us.
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ONSERVATION UPDATE

Quail Getting Help
From Habitat Program

lowa’s quail population has
been on a steep decline since the
late 1970s, but a new effort by
the lowa DNR and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture 1s
attempting toreverse that trend.

The Northern Bobwhite Quail
Habitat Initiative 1s a new prac-
tice under the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) continu-
ous signup. lowa was allocated
20,000 acres, available to land-
owners ona first-come, first-
served basis. Eligible lands
include that in the southern half
of lowaand along the Mississipp1
Riverupto Clayton County and
the Missouri Riverup to
Woodbury County. The land
must have been cropped for four
years between 1996 and 2001.

Todd Bogenschutz, wildlite
biologist with the lowa DNR, said
quail need acombination of
brushy areas and crop fields to
survive. He said the program
would place a buffer strip be-
tween the two areas and stresses
plant mixtures that are more forb
intensive than other CRP efforts
and the grasses are smaller, like
side oats grama and little
bluestem.

Although lowa landowners
have been slow to sign up, [linois
landowners have signed up their
20,000 acres already. “If we
don’t use our acres, there is the
potential that they could be
offered to other states,”
Bogenschutzsaid.
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The bobwhite quail imitiative
offers a 90 percent cost share for
installing the buffer, a first-year
bonus payment of $100 peracre,
and will pay the average county
rental payment forthe 10-year
contract.

A good place for the quail
buffer would be along a woody
fence line, brushy draw, old
hedgerow or other area along a
crop field not ideal for corn or
soybeans.

[Landowners interested in the
program should talk to their local
wildlife biologistor goto their
USDA office. “Thisisnota
competitive sign up and once the
acres are gone, they’re gone,”
Bogenschutzsaid.

Additional informationis
available online at
www.lowadnr.com,
www.fsa.usda.gov/a/, or

www_ia.nres.usda.gov/.

Prairie Rescue Events
Scheduled Across State

lowa volunteers are encour-
aged to get back to their roots in
the 6th annual statewide Prairie
Rescue event.

Prairie workdays will be held
atapproximately 25 sitesacross
the state. Volunteers can take
part in numerous prairie manage-
mentactivities including: removing
non-native species and encroach-
ing trees and shrubs, planting
native wildflowers and grasses.
and monitoring prescribed burns.
On-site experts will provide
gurdance and prairie education at
allevents. Workdays will take
place on most weekends during
March, Apriland May.

Various private and public
conservation groups are Sponsor-
ing events, including the lowa
Natural Heritage Foundation,
[owa Department of Natural
Resources, Keepers of the Land/
AmeriCorps, Loess Hills Preser-
vation Society, lowa Prairie
Network and the Grinnell College
Center for Prairie Studies.

Prairie remnants are scat-
tered throughout the state in small
patches. Without proper manage-
ment, l[owa’sremaining prairie
remnants could be lost forever.

Formore information about
Prairie Rescue and specific sites
around the state, visit
www.inhf.org/prairierescue2005.
Forquestions, contact Katie
Kemp at (515) 281-3134 or
Katie. Kemp(@dnr.state.1a.us.
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Three lowa School Districts Taking Biodiesel Route

The wheels on the bus will

roll green and clean thanks to free

soybean-based biodiesel givento
school districts in Ft. Madison,
Johnston and Nevada.

The fuel is given under an
EPA grant to cut school bus
emissions. The DNR 1s a partner
in the Bus Emission Education
Program, or BEEP, which
received the funding.

“Biodiesel dramatically cuts
harmful particulate emissions.”
said Brian Button with the DNR.
Thenation’s largestbiodiesel
producer, West Central Coopera-
tive in Ralston, 1s providing the
fuel at half price to leverage the
grant.

“We are pleased that lowa-
made fuels are a solution to
school bus emissions,” said Terry
Voy, whodirects transportation
programs for the lowa Associa-

tionof School Boards.

Nearly 4,000 gallonsof B100
biodiesel willbe blendedto B10
and B20 (10 percent or 20
percentblends). When blended,

about 33.840 gallonsof B10 or
18.800 gallons of B20 will be
used.

“This is a great project that
helps protect the health of chil-
dren, reduces pollution, saves
schools money and supports lowa
farmers,” said Troyce Fisher,
executive director of School
Administrators of lowa.

Biodiesel can be used year-
round without modifyingengines.
The fuel hasa high lubricating
benefit vital for diesel engines and
1s biodegradable. Itdelivers
comparable fuel economy and s
competitively priced.

“Schools, farmers, lowans
and most importantly students on
the buses all come up winners,”
said Max Christensen, transporta-
tion director for the lowa Depart-
mentof Education.

BEEP partners include the
DNR, lowa Department of
Education, School Administrators
of lowa, [owa Association of
School Boards and the lowa Pupil
Transportation Association.
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Upcoming NRC
and EPC Meetings

The dates and locations have
been set for the following meet-
ings of the Natural Resource
Commussionand Environmental
Protection Commission of the
lowa Department of Natural
Resources.

Agendas are set approxi-
mately 10 days priortothe
scheduled meeting date. For
additional information, contact the
lowa Department of Natural
Resources, Wallace State Office
Building, S02 E. 9" St., Des
Moines. lowa 50319-0034.

Natural Resource
Commission:

— Apnl 14
Union County

- May 12
Storm Lake

— JuneY
Des Moines

— July
Nomeeting

Environmental Protection
Commission:

— Aprl I8
Des Moines
— May 16
Des Moines
June 20
Des Moines
— July I8
Des Moines
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With Friends Like This...

by Chuck Humeston ——
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['his year marks my 29th year

In law enforcement, and that
means several things.

For one. much to my chagrin,
['m no spring chicken anymore.
Two, the little light at the end of
the tunnel representing retirement
IS starting to look more and more
like an oncoming tramn. And
three, you would think by now

['ve seen 1t all when 1t comes to

creative ways people try to get
out of getting a ticket. Well,
number one I don’t like to think
about, number two | find myself
thinking about more and more,
and number three, well, 1t still
never ceases to amaze me. And
the story I am about to tell
mvolves a ruse every officer has
seen many times before.

It was a summer Sunday
morning by the Des Moines River
in Fort Dodge. And. 1t was hot. |
was driving in and out of spots |
knew people regularly fished.
Actually, I was trying to stay
close to the air conditioner inmy
squad.

[ had pulled underneath a
bridge offering a perfaect view of
both banks of the river next to a

low-head dam and concealment

of my squad. [ could see them,
but they couldn’t see me. Plus, |
was in the shade because, well, it
was hot.

Throughmy binoculars, |
watched some people fishing, and
[ started to write down the times
they cast, picked uprods, reeled
in, took fish off hooks, etc. [ do
this so when I ask for a license |
have a quick answerto the, “I'm
not fishing today™ remark.

Afterawhile, [ drove out
from underneath the bridge. |
had noticed a parked car ahead
of me. but couldn’tsee anyone
around 1t. But, when I drove up
beside it, I found two men fishing
that I hadn’t noticed earhier. |
stopped the squad, opened the
door, and sighed somewhat.
because, did I forget to mention.
1t was hot?

[ walked up to the first guy
and asked how the fishing was.
He said he had not caught
anything. and [ asked to see his
license. He pulled out his wallet,
and showed me. | thanked him
and turned toward his friend.

The whole time I was talking
to the first guy, I was eyeing the
second. He was giving a classic
response ['ve highlighted inthe
forum before. It's the “If-I-
Don’t-Look-at-You-Either-Y ou-
Are-Not-Really-There-or-You-
Will-Go-Away” response. The

whole time he had been standing

there sipping on a can of beer,

and looking away from me into

the sky as if watching an interest-

ing cloud formation or looking at a
tall building. Well, there wasn’t a
cloud 1n the sky. because 1t was
hot, and there are not any build-
ings that tall in Fort Dodge.

When I approached him and
said hello, he kind of acted
surprised as if I had somehow
landed beside him from another
planet. He also acted like he
wasn’t too happy I was there.

| asked him 1f he was having
any luck. He didn’t answer,
which i1s indicative of the, “If-I-
[gnore-You-You’'ll-Go-Away.”
response. Well, I wasn't going
anywhere. Fally, he looked at
me as 1f surprised to discover
someone was standing next to
him. | knew very well where this
was going.

“I want to see your fishing
license,” | told him.

“I don’t have one.” he
answered, “I'm not fishing.”

*You're standing here with
two lines in the water in front of
you,” | said.

“Those aren’t mine.” He
answered. “*My friend picked me
up, and I rode out with him.”

| pointed at the guy | had
already checked standing 10 feet
away with two lines in the water
in front of him. “So, you're telling

me you rode out here to watch
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your friend fish. and to stand here
in front of two lines and drink a
beer?” | asked.

“Yeah, I did.”

“And. you're also telling me
all these lines here belong to your
friend?”

“Yeah, that’s right.” He
answered. I couldn’t help but
notice the smile.

“Well, that’s a problem,” |
said.

“Why is that?”

“Because you're only allowed
two lines, so that means ['m going
to have to charge your friend with
fishing with four lines.”

The smile was gone. It was
obvious this wasn't partof his
plan.

“Now are you sure these two
polesin frontofyouaren't
yours?”’ I asked, thinking no way
would he sell out his friend.

He looked at his friend then at
me. “No they aren’t mine.”

“Sowhatyou'retellingmeis
you're going to stand here, and let
him geta ticket for fishing with
toomany lines,” I concluded.

*1 guess that’s what you're

going to have todo,” he said, and
turnedaroundasit,“You're
bluffing., Officer.”

CONNECT TO OUTDOOR IOWA
WITH FUN NEW PRODUCTS

Www.lowanaturestore.com

Log on today.

“If that’s the way you want
it,” I said. Ilooked at his friend,
who by now had a “deer in the
headlights™ look on his face, and
told himto follow me tomy
squad.

*Are all of these lines yours?”
[ asked. He looked at his friend
as 1f expecting him to say some-
thing. He hesitated then looked at
me.

“Yes.”

| asked for his driver’s
license, and [ wrote up the
citation. I showed him where to
sign it, and I tore his copies out of
the book and handed them to him.

He didn’tlook happy.

“Look," Isaid. “Ididn’tjust
start doing this last night. I"'ve
seen this before. [ know what’s
going on here, and as faras I'm
concerned, the wrong guy 1s
getting handed a ticket here this
morning. But, if this is the way
you guys wantto play it, then
that’s fine with me.”

He took the ticket, didn "t say
aword, nodded his head, and
walked back to the river bank.

[ got back into my pickup. |
know nobody likes getting a
citation. [ understand that, and 1t’s
nothing personal to me. As one of
my training officers said long ago,
“I"d like to think I can give a guy
a ticket, then go have a cup of
coffee withhim.”

[t’s not personal, but between
someone who would give up a
friend and someone who
wouldn’t,  knew withwhom I'd
rather sit down to drink that cup.
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