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Water Quality
Summit: Building a
Better Future for
lowa

Governor Vilsack has called
for a summit to address water
quality 1ssues 1in lowa. We are
fortunate to have this focused
attention on a natural resource
concern so critical to our future.

But this process 1s about so
much more than scientific
measurements and modeling of
various scenarios affecting water
quality. It 1s about a discussion of
the very future of the state of
lowa environmentally, economi-
cally and socially. It’s about who
we are and who we want to be.

Already there 1s discussion
within economic development
circles about the direction lowa 1s
heading. While agriculture will
always be a critically important
ingredient 1n the state’s economic
pie. it will likely continue to
become a smaller shce at least

in terms of the number of people

FROM THE DIRECTOR

directly engaged in production
agriculture. The population has
already become more urban and
many rural areas continue to
suffer economically.

Yet there are some interest-
ing trends beginning to evolve. A
recent report on land prices
indicates that values on farmland
in southern lowa have increased
by as much as 20 percent, but not
because of agriculture. The boost
1s a result of people willing to
invest significant money for
recreational ]'ﬂll'hLth.

| recently attended a confer-
ence where the concept of a
“new economy’ was discussed.
['he premise of this concept 1s
that the number of highly edu-
cated, highly paid people who are
not tied to a specific area for
their careers 1s growing. In other
words, these people can live
anywhere to do their work.

Why can’t this type of
growth occur in lowa?” | believe
we can attract these types of
people. lowa has what | call
“front porch appeal.” It's a place
where children receive a first-
class education 1n a clean, safe
environment and parents can
actually spend more time with
their children rather than stuck 1n
traffic. The opportunity to expand
outdoorrecreational opportunities
continues to grow and the solution
to water quality challenges go
hand-in-hand with meeting their
demand.

By now, many of you are
probably wondering what all of
this has to do with water. The
upcoming Water Summit 1s about

improving water quality, but also
about how we can build a
roadmap to a better future for our
state by recognizing the impor-
tance of protecting and improving
our natural resources.

In his Condition of the State
address last winter. Gov. Tom
Vilsack laid out an ambitious plan
of elimiating all impaired waters
in the state by 2010. The gover-
nor has taken a wise step toward
improving the future of lowa by
recognizing the importance of
having a clean environment. The
task of attracting and retaining .'
talented workers in lowa be- |
comes that much more difficult J
when there 1s a perception that |
our water quality 1s poor. |

[he Governor’s Water |
Summit will begin a long overdue ‘
dialogue on what can be done to
improve water quality in lowa.
[here will be some that try to
portray this effort as the environ-
ment versus agriculture or the

environment against economic
development. I can assure you 1t
1S not.

This is really the beginning ot
a process of how all of us
contribute to water quality
problems and how all of us can
be part of the solution. It’s also
about how we can all benefit by
improving water quality for
ourselves and for future genera-

tions.

Director’s Message

cont. on page 5
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THE TABLE IS SET

by Terry Little, Willie Suchy, Todd Bogenschutz,
Guy Zenner, Ron Andrews, Todd Gosselink

Look out hunters! This year has the makings for one
of the best hunting seasons 1n a long time. See what
DNR biologists have to say.

WHY MORE DOES?

by Willie Suchy

Exactly how do biologists calculate antlerless quotas
each year? It’s much more scientific than some
might think, including a lot of number crunching and
computer modeling.

A BUM RAP?

by Todd Gosselink and Bill Bunger

When it comes to crop damage, are turkeys really
the culprits? A closer look at the crime scene may
reveal some other suspects.

TAGGING ALONG ON FISHERIES
MANAGEMENT

by Jim Wahl

IFish tags and tagging methods vary widely, but they
are valuable tools to biologists trying to manage
fishery resources.

IOWA: BEAUTIFUL LAND

Although our name implies it might, lowa rarely
makes the top ten list of scenic destinations. One
might wonder why as some notable lowans share
their favorite spots from around our beautiful state.

FEDERAL GRANTS GIVE WINGS TO

WILDLIFE DIVERSITY PROGRAM
by Douglas C. Harr

New federal grants breathe life into the DNR s
wildlife diversity program, which is responsible for
the conservation of lowa’s “nongame™ species.

THE RETURN OF THE OSPREY
by Lowell Washburn

[t was history-in-the-making this summer at Spirit
Lake Middle School’s outdoor classroom. lowa'’s
first wild osprey chick in more than a century was
banded.
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Viake your life a little bit simpler .

Save yourself time by ordering or renewing your
subscription to the lowa Conservationist on-line with
just a few simple clicks. Visit www.iowadnr.com and
click on the magazine cover, or type in the web address
below.

While you're at it, order a subscription for a friend.

Don'twantto subscribe on-line? Mail your orderto: lowa
Conservationist, Dept. of Natural Resources, 502 E. 9th
Street, Des Moines, |IA 50319-0034. Subscription rates
forthe Conservationistare $12forone year, $18 fortwo
years and $24 for three years.

. order your
subscription to the
Conservationist on-line!

Just in time for the holidays, our
2004 calendar ( January}Febmary'
issue) features photos from four
noteable lowa outdoor photogra-
phers. New subscriptions ordered
before Dec. 10 will begin with this
calendarissue. Calendars may be
purchased separately for $3 each.

| ,m"_. - |
Order yours today . . . lowa Conser-
~ vationist, 502 E. 9th Si Des Malnal,- U g
lowﬂmn'mu DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
2004 Calendar

www.iowadnr.com/conservationist/
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Director s Message

cont. from page 3

While we! re on the topic of
economic development and the
environment, [ would be com-
pletely remiss if I failed to
highlightthe lowa Pollution
Prevention Intern Program
coordinated by the DNR.

T'his program, which matches
college students with [owa
companies to help reduce pollu-
tion in industrial settings, has
recently received two national
honors for leadership and innova-

tion in protecting the environment.

Through the work of the interns
in this program, companies have
saved more than $5.4 million with
an average of $98,000 per

{NewmarLorp]!
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Trailer Sales Inc.
Family Owned and Operated since '64’
1806 W. 2nd-Hwy. 92 West, Indianola, 1A

515-961-7405
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participating company. The
program has also conserved 354
million gallons of water, de-
creased energy use by 11 million
kKWh, reduced solid waste by
16.600 tons, decreased hazardous
waste by 42,380 gallons and
reduced air emissions by 192
tons.

And, perhaps most important
of all, the program has helped
retain some of the brilliant young
minds who came up with these
solutions, here in lowa.

It's all-new and it's awesome. It's the Kawasaki Prairied®
700 4x4 ATAV and It's o lity ATV indusiry’s first 697 ¢
4-stroke, liquid-cooled V-twin engine. So if you're looking
ywer and torque you just found it
« Exclusive handlebar-mounted variable Fron!
Differential Gontrol
* Multi-disc sealed rear-brake system offers powerful
stopping perlormance with little or no maintenance
+ Kawasaki Automatic Power-D ’
axc r—.'lf-'ll. throttle response and seamless act r=|- | |_T|||r1

Tipton Osage

Strackbein's

641-732-5044
Des Moines
Struthers Brothers Winterset
Kawasaki otz Kawasaki Country Cycle
: 800-890-1570
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[s l[owa on the verge of having its best all-around hunting season in
recent years? The DNR's top wildlife biologists seem to think so.

By Terry W. Little € Willie Suchy € Todd Bogenschutz €
Guy Zenner € Ron Andrews € Todd Gosselink € Photos by Roger A. Hill
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2003 HUNTING
FORECAST

By Terry Little
Wildlife Research Supervisor

et’s cut to the chase —

this year has the makings

of being one of lowa’s
best hunting seasons in recent
memory.

Pheasant numbers are up every-
where, and quail numbers have
improved in southern lowa. Duck and
goose numbers look good — better
than early expectations. Deer num-
bers are at an all-time high — too
high in some places or for some
people — and wild turkey and
furbearer populations remain strong
statewide. As we all know, this in
itself does not guarantee all hunters
will have a great season, just that the
most critical factor is in place —
abundant wildlife populations.

This year will present some
unique hunting opportunities and
challenges for lowa nimrods, particu-
larly for deer hunters. In spite of
record harvests the past several
years, deer numbers continue to
increase and extra cooperation is
needed from hunters if the trend is to
be reversed. But rather than me
belaboring these points, let’s let the
DNR’s wildlife population experts tell
the story.

DEERHUNTING
By Willie Suchy

Deer Biologist

The 2003 deer season is a historic
one for lowa’s deer management
program. This season marks the 50"
anniversary of modern deer hunting in

[owa. In that time, deer hunting and
deer management have undergone
numerous changes. One thing,
however, has remained constant —
the number of deer that are accept-
able to lowans is a source of great
disagreement. For some people, one
deer 1s too many. For others, there
are never enough. Finding and
maintaining an acceptable balance
has been, and always will be, the
primary challenge to Iowa’s deer
management program.

In some areas of the state, deer
numbers are at an all-time high. At
1ssue is the number of
does in the population,
not so much the
number of deer in
general. Reducing the
herd requires, first and
foremost, decreasing
the number of female
deer in the herd. Thus,
the DNR has set a goal
of harvesting 25
percent more does than
last year, and deer
hunting regulations
have been eased to do
just that. As always,
hunters will play the
lead role in determining
how successful this
initiative will be. (To
learn how antlerless
license quotas are set,
see Suchy’s companion article, Why
More Does? on pages 16-19).

For starters, the number of
antlerless licenses available has
doubled, and more hunters are eligible
for them. Every hunter will have the
option of purchasing up to six
antlerless-only licenses in addition to
two statewide any-deer licenses (one
firearm and one bow). Landowners
and tenants can obtain three addi-

tional antlerless-only licenses for their
farm.

License buying restrictions have
also been eased this year. For the first
time, hunters who purchase an any-
deer license for the early muzzleloader
or first shotgun seasons may also obtain
one antlerless-only license for that
season. The special antlerless-only
January late season has been extended
to all counties, meaning every hunter
has the option of hunting again in
January. Although it is unlikely every
hunter will take full advantage of the
antlerless licenses available to them, it

1s critical to the management of Towa’s
deer herd that enough hunters use these
licenses to reduce the number of
female deer.

[f hunters want the deer hunting
tradition to remain intact, they need to
make a conscious decision to manage
their harvest. That means obtaining at
least one antlerless license. and making
every effort to fill it. It means passing
on the small. yearling bucks, and filling

I"‘l."l'”-CTIII'ILr LIcinber _"”“.: L] Jl!'.t.hl ONser ahionist !




their any-deer tag with an
older. more mature buck. or

SPECIES

Youth Rooster Pheasant
(age 15 or younger)*+

SEASON

Oct. 18-19

maybe another doe if they

can use the meat.

Obtaining an antlerless-

SHOOTING HOURS

BAG LIMITS

DAILY

POSSESSION

2 (after first day)

only tag and an any-deer tag

gives the hunter the option of
taking a tender doe for the

dinnertable, and holding out

for a mature buck for the

all. The best part 1s,
following these recommenda-

tions will help ensure quality
hunting on your land for the

future. Taking only does or a

nice buck reduces the deer

herd: harvesting the older,

mature bucks makes room

for the younger bucks to take

their place in following years.

An exception to this

might be warranted for young

Rooster Pheasant Oct. 25 - Jan. 10, 2004 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 3 12
Bobwhite Quail Oct. 25 - Jan. 31, 2004 8 16
Gray Partridge Oct. 11 - Jan. 31, 2004 8 16
'l‘nrl-uf}' : Oct. 13 - Dec. 5 {)ne-ha!f Huur B{.Tl'ure

(Gun) Sunrise to Sunset One Turkey One Turkey
Turkey Oct. 1 - Dec. 5 and Per License Per License

(Bow Only)* Dec. 22 - Jan. 10, 2004
Deer Oct. 1 - Dec. 5 and

(Bow) Dec. 22 - Jan. 10, 2004 One-half Hour Before

{r"ﬂuzllel e Oct. 11 - Oct. 19* (early) or Sunrise to One-halfl

| 0 p 1 . .
Dec. 22 - Jan, 10, 2004 (late) Hour After Sunset One Deer One Deer

Deer -- Youth (ape 12-15 ‘ Per License Per License

and Sm'errlyg[limhlt-:l RSN S
Deer Dec. 6-10 (first) or

(Shotgun) Dec. 13-21 (second)
Deer Special Late Season Jan. 11-19, 2004
RufTed Grouse Oct. 4 - Jan. 31, 2004 Sunrise 3 6
Rabbit (Cottontail) Sept. 1 - Feb. 28, 2004 to 10 20
Rabbit (Jack) Oct. 25 - Dec. 1 Sunset 2 4
Squirrel (Fox and Gray) Sept. 1 - Jan. 31, 2004 6 12
Groundhog June. 15 - Oct. 31

: Oct. 15 - Nov. 30 and :

from Jan. 14 - March 31, 2004 None
Pigeon** Oct. 1 - March 31, 2004 None
Coyote Continuous Open Season
Raccoon and Opossum Nov. 1 - Jan. 31, 2004 None
Fox (Red and Gray) Nov. 1 - Jan. 31, 2004 (Opens 8 a.m. first day only)

or first-time hunters. Giving
them the option of taking any

the same rules as everyone else.

owners are offered another free

8

* Residents Only.

deer creates experience and builds
confidence in their hunting skills.
might be surprised, however, by how

many of these young hunters will adopt

The bonus January season 1s another
opportunity to take more does. Land-

antlerless tag for this season. This is a

[ovwa Conservalionisl @ ‘icp!ﬂ‘nhut Octaber 2003

prime time for landowners who feel
You they have too many deer to organize
another hunting group. Party hunting is
legal during this season, just as it 1s in
the shotgun seasons, and all legal
weapons may be used.
[t is important to remember,
although antlerless licenses are avail-
able in every county, not all areas in

** Within 100 yards of buildings and bridges, pigeons may be taken year round.

+ See regulations for complete requirements

every county need extra hunting
pressure. Public hunting areas do not
have excessively high deer populations &
and thus, antlerless licenses should be
used on private land where landowner
are having problems with deer.

Deer hunting has evolved greatly
over the last five decades. If hunters
from lowa’s first season in 1953 could




Upland Game
Distribution
Maps
PHEASANT
s - | '
|
hunt today, they would no doubt be CRP and Farmable Wetlands pro- -
By quite surprised at the number of deer grams), and two consecutive years of _QUAIL
1 ‘ and deer hunters in the field. Still, the mild winters and favorable spring n |
:‘; | tradition of deer hunting in lowa lives weather during nesting periods has led B = |
5|1 on, much like it has for decades. to a miraculous and speedy recovery. S ERE =R EERE
| Hunters can help keep that tradition especially for ring-necked pheasants. =] ] [_[_’ | L
E";: 1 alive by making a conscious decision to The winter of 2000-01 was k* 1 1'| -. Ak uf_#
| take an extra doe. Doing so will keep devastating to lowa’s upland game ! ‘*l | E e | L*‘T"—.L
|} deer populations in check. Letting the bird populations. The number of birds }j’i[_) _l: ;5
smaller yearling bucks live another counted on the DNR’s annual August N
. . ; PR e g GRAY PARTRIDGE
wiee || Yearwill donothing butimprove Roadside Survey the following sum- T
r License lowa’s deer herd for future hunting mer were the lowest ever recorded. 4 % e |
| enjoyment. Statewide, pheasants counts that year El.le] TS ]l_._l
| averaged a dismal 14 birds per 30-mile )
| oo UPLAND GAME roadside route (slightly more than 200 [ ﬂ_
BE—1 : . routes are run each year.) Compare J
t ‘ HUNTING that to the long-term average of 46 | f
_._13-—-# By Todd Bogenschutz pheasants per route and . . . well . . . B e ——— TR
| Upland Game Biologist A0 e HICRI D, ey . _COTIONTALL
== But with just one favorable winter = - 2 ;ﬁ__':{@-ﬁf}
Hunters who hung up their shot- and nesting season behind them, the ‘ k
| guns the past few years on the heels of pheasant population started to rebound ﬂr] iR _
= | declining upland gamebird populations ~ last year — to an average of 32 birds k- e -L—% .
may want to reconsider. This year is per route. Counts from this year’s {1 1_' A =
fing shaping up to be an excellent season survey indicate lowa will average t | -:ﬁ; L u 4
wsdond § for pheasant, partridge, quail and rabbit ~ @bout 46 birds per route statewide — || R _
UPlllatiﬂF»“ hunting is lowa. a better than 200 percent increase in
should ® Improved habitat conditions and pheasant numbers and right at the B Excellent Counts represent
andow® cooperation from Mother Nature led to ~ long-term average. The numbers B Good i;,‘,:;‘l';.],:':_i?}”}':,C S
of. good survival and reproduction of most ~ represent the highest ph_-':asam cougt B Fair be areas of low game
:dgfeﬂﬂf upland game the last two years. the DN R.has. recorded 1n a decade. _ g Ll!.umiji.umfn;-;;._w..nﬁ
et | Increased habitat through USDA Injspite of the good overall OO R e S
953 @il conservationprograms (Continuous statewide outlook, things are not RACR 2h A
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equally rosy everywhere. As is with
selling or buying real estate, location
makes a big difference. The highest
numbers of pheasants were reported
from the northwest, north-central and
central regions (an average of 60 to 80
pheasants per route, well above the
long-term average.) Populations in
west-central and east-central lowa had
counts about half as high as the best
areas, and the southern third of the
state had counts about a third as high.
The bright side 1s populations
increased everywhere. It's amazing
how fast Mother Nature can replenish
wildlife populations if conditions are
right. The down side i1s southern
[owa’s brood stock was so low follow-
ing the winter of 2000-01 1t will take
another year or more of good weather
to bring numbers up to desirable levels.

J
jowa’'s Habjitat

wi Conservationist & September/October 20413

one bird per route. Following the wir g
|

of 2000, however, that number dropp: |
|

The last year pheasant counts were
this high in lowa was in 1994. That
year hunters harvested more than 1.4 to only one quail for every fourth roui |
This year slightly less than one quail | §

route was reported — a 135 percent

million roosters. After very poor
seasons the past two years (a record
low take of 470,000 roosters in 2001
and 730,000 last year), most [owa

Increase over last year and at the

average for the last decade. Better qu j§ b !k
numbers are reported from southwes: || mr
and south-central [owa, but hunters n

nimrods would be satisfied with a

season that reached 1 million birds.

Anything above that will be pure gravy. to be aware that populations still remu|[ N0
Bobwhite quail and cottontail well below the numbers seen in the |
rabbits have also made impressive 1960s and 1970s. |
|
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recoveries from the all-time lows
recorded in 2001. This year rabbit
numbers have doubled to nine per
survey route compared to four in 2001,

WATERFOWL
HUNTING

By Guy Zenner
Waterfowl Biologist

The survey routes indicate numbers are
up statewide. however the highest
counts are in the southern third of

lowa. In sharp contrast to 2002, ducks
returning to the Prairie Pothole

Region of North America found fair

Quail are restricted, mostly, to the
southern third of lowa, so their state-
wide numbers are much lower on the to excellent wetland habitat conditions
survey. Over the last 10 years, quail across most of the region, even in

counts have averaged slightly less than  parts of Alberta and Saskatchewan




where drought has plagued the area

mallards, bluewings, greenwings and

consequently, will be spotty this year.

Tdioped  most of the past decade. Ducks took gadwalls bodes well for lowa Overall, the number of Canada
iy advantage of these conditions and waterfowlers, since they comprise geese in the state this spring in-
Cquald  settled on the prairies in excellent the majority of the ducks harvested in ~ creased from 2002, but because
percen numbers. lowa. The improved wetland habitat production was poor in some areas,
the The number of ducks surveyed conditions in Canada remained that the fall flight from lowa will be
Jellerqd by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service way throughout most of the summer, similar to 2002. Canada goose
uthwer  increased 16 percent from 2002 and suggesting better-than-average numbers still remain below historic
untenn®  rebounded to the level they were at in ~ numbers of birds will be produced in levels in northwest lowa, but the
tllemd 2001, Mallard numbers are at 7.9 that region. improvements in goose populations in
In the million, comparedto 7.5 million last In Iowa, the rains that arrived the  other parts of the state should give
vear. The number of blue-winged first week of May were too late to many lowans a fair opportunity to
Y - R
' e~~~ ' B __ _____________ [NORTHZONE | SOUTH ZONE |
! / B o % Ducks, Mergandsers and Coots Sept. 20-24 Sept. 20-22
~ I R ! K (excluding pintails and canvasbacks) |Oct. 11 - Dec. 4 Oct. 18 - Dec. 13
Pintails Sept. 20-24 Sept. 20-22
Oct. 11 - Nowv. 4 Oct. 18 - Nowv. 13
Canvasbacks Oct. 18 - Nov. 16 Oct. 25 - Nov. 23
Canada geese and brant Sept. 27 - Dec. 5 :iﬁt 82:’63:'2;9

SPECIAL SEPTEMBER CANADA GOOSE SEASON

ynd fal
ondifie®
en 1o
hewal

teal pairs increased 31 percent from

2002, Gadwall, wigeon, green-

winged teal, pintail and shoveler
numbers also improved from 2002,
although only pintails and shovelers
were statistically higher than last
year. Fewer ducks were surveyed in
the lake states of Minnesota and
Wisconsin, but many of these birds
likely moved out onto the prairies of
Canada to take advantage of the
improved wetland habitats.

The improved numbers of

Canada geese

White-fronted geese

Des Moines and Cedar Rapids/lowa City. For zone

Sept. 1-15
(Only in designated zones around

maps, go to www.iowadnr.com/wildlife/)

Sept. 27 - Dec. 21

Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days

Oct. 4-5

Light Geese (white and blue phase snow
geese and Ross' geese)

Sept. 27, 2003 - Jan. 11, 2004

Light Geese Spring Conservation Order
(white and blue phase snow geese and
Ross’ geese)

Jan. 12 - April 15, 2004
(Additional Regulations May Apply)

Woodcock

Oct. 4 - Nov. 17

Snipe

Sept. 6 - Nov. 30

Rail (Sora and Virginia)

Sept. 6 - Nov. 14

attract outstanding numbers of
breeding ducks. Those that did stay,
however, apparently had good
success, as witnessed by the number
of broods observed during July on
many northern lowa wetlands.

The early May downpours were
not, however, particularly good for
Canada goose production in lowa.
Many geese nesting on floodplain
wetlands along [owa’s rivers lost
their clutches just before hatching.
Canada goose production in [owa,

successfully hunt Canada geese
relatively close to home.

The number of migrant Canada
geese In northern Manitoba and the
Arctic appear to be similar to last
year, but the warm spring weather
observed in those regions should
improve the outlook for production.
Fall flights of migrant geese should be
similar or slightly better than last
year. Just to our north, Minnesota
and Manitoba are producing bumper
crops of giant Canada geese, many of
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which will eventually filter into lowa
once winter settles into the upper
Midwest.

With the prospect of waterfowl
populations slightly above last year’s.
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 1s
allowing the same liberal 60-day duck
season for states in the Mississippi
Flyway as we have enjoyed the past
several years. Seasons and daily bag
and possession limits are also similar
to last year, with a couple of excep-
tions:

€ Hunters will be allowed to take
one canvasback duck and one pintail
a day during separate 30-day seasons

that fall within the 60-day framework.

The 30-day seasons for canvasbacks
and pintails do not coincide, so
hunters will have to carefully watch
the duck season schedules beginning
with the start of the second duck
season in both the north and south
zones.

€ The seasons for dark geese
(Canada geese, brant and white-
fronted geese), which have coincided
for many years, have been modified.
For 2003, there will be separate

[

seasons for Canada geese and brant,
and for white-fronted geese. This will

All photos pages 12-13 Ty Smedes

allow hunters in the south zone to
continue taking white fronts during
the closed portion of the regular
Canada goose season. Since white
fronts generally migrate only through
extreme western lowa, relatively few
hunters will be affected.

® A special early Canada goose
season was held in two zones — one
around Des Moines and one around
Cedar Rapids and lowa City. The
early season was designed to reduce
flocks of locally produced giant
(Canada geese that have been causing
safety hazards around airports and
sanitary problems at urban lakes. golf
courses and business and housing
complexes where lagoons have been
created for esthetic purposes.

Besides good duck and goose
numbers, two other ingredients have
to be blended in to make a successful
hunting season. Habitat conditions
during the migration period are
critical. Without adequate habitat,
waterfowl will skip over lowa on
their way to better accommodations
further south.

The past two years have been
abnormally dry, and many wetlands
that did not have permanent water

sources dried up. That allowed seed
to settle in mucky wetland soils,
sprout and grow — an essential part
of the wet-dry cycle on the prairies
that produces the diverse marshes
that attract migrating ducks. Spring
and early summer rains restored
water levels in most of lowa’s
wetlands, and thus, many were in
ideal condition. |

Unfortunately. late summer has |
been very dry nearly everywhere, |
and some of those same wetlands |
are nearly dry again. Fortunately, |
there 1s plenty of time for fall rains |
to rectify the situation, but
waterfowlers would be well-advises
to scout conditions before choosing
their hunting sites.

————

The other factor, of course, is
weather patterns during the hunting |
season. Warm, dry weather late into |
the fall — in most cases — kept !
ducks north of lowa until late into the !
seasons the last two years. When the i
migration finally peaked, the ducks |
either came through quickly or movec |
west of lowa, rather than across the !
state in their normal migration routes. |
We can only hope that things return |

to normal this year. :
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FURBEARER
TRAPPING AND
HUNTING

By Ron Andrews
Furbearer Biologist

Little has changed in the past 15
years to alter the outlook for trappers
and furbearer hunters. Low interest
in both activities, spurred by contin-
ued low fur prices, has allowed
populations of all furbearers to thrive.

Muskrat numbers have fluctuated
over the years depending on wetland
conditions. As wetland revegetation
occurs, muskrats should quickly
rebound to their former numbers.
Raccoons, fox, coyote, beaver and
other furbearers continue to be
abundant and readily available to
trappers and hunters alike.

The thing that continues to amaze
I the burgeoning populations of river
otters and bobcats, and the appear-
ance in lowa of mountain lions, also
known as cougars or puma.

The restoration of the river otter
1s complete. They currently occupy
nearly all river and stream systems in

lowa, and their numbers should
continue to increase. Although they
are still protected, their recovery has
prompted removal from the state’s
threatened species list. Research
studies are underway to determine the
feasibility of holding a limited trapping
season in the near future.

Bobcats continue to increase 1n
numbers on their own without any help
from the DNR. Nearly two-thirds of
lowa’s counties have enough sightings
to consider them established, and
sightings of bobcats in southwest [owa
are no longer occasion for much
fanfare. They may soon be removed
from the threatened species list.

When that happens, they will have the
same protection as any other fur-
bearer that is not hunted or trapped.

A research study was initiated by
DNR biologists and [owa State
University staff this summer to learn
more about bobcat movements,
survival, reproduction and other
factors of their biology that will be
crucial to the future management of
this valuable and attractive animal.

Mountain lions present the DNR
with quite a challenge in determining
an appropriate response to their recent

appearance here. In spite of the
growing public opinion to the con-
trary, the DNR has never released
mountain lions in lowa. The few that
have been documented are either
naturally occurring animals moving in
from the southwest United States, or
captive animals that have either
escaped or been intentionally released
from private ownership. And despite
literally hundreds of lion “sightings,”
only one wild mountain lion has been
confirmed in Jowa — a male lion killed
by a car near Harlan in Shelby
County last year. DNR personnel
sighted one other mountain lion near
Mt. Ayrin Ringgold County. Four
mountain lion tracks (large catlike
tracks) have been documented in
scattered places in lowa.

All the other reports the DNR
has investigated have been inconclu-
sive or proven to be other animals.
Coyotes, dogs, domestic cats, a
badger, and other smaller animals
have been identified as the real
culprits in these lion sightings. Sev-
eral dead farm animals attributed to
lion kills have, after examination, been
reassigned to coyotes, dogs and
natural causes. A quick glimpse of

2003-2004 TRAPPING SEASON
SPECIES OPENING | CLOSING

Mink, Muskrat*,
Raccoon, Weasel,
Striped Skunk, |\ o 1, 2003 | Jan. 31, 2004
Badger, Opossum,
Fox (Red and
Gray), Coyote

Beaver Nov. 1, 2003 | April 15, 2004

Civet Cat
(Spotted Skunk), | Continuous Closed Season

Bobcat and Otter

June 15, 2003| Oct. 31, 2003

Groundhog

ALL FURBEARER SEASONS OPEN AT 8 A.M. ON THE OPENING
DATE. THERE ARE RO DAILY BAG OR POSSESSION LIMITS

+SELECTED AREAS MAY BE ESTABLISHED IN FEBRUARY FOR
MUSKRAT TRAPPING ONLY.
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an animal in the headlights, a
fleeting glance at an animal disap-
pearing into cover at dusk and
dawn, unfamiliarity with how large
a mountain honreally 1s. and
frankly. overheated imaginations,
seem to be the causes for most
reports.

[t’s amazing that with 170,000
deer hunters in the field in Novem-
ber and December and 60,000
turkey hunters out in April and

May, and with the large number of
mountain lion “sightings,” no one
has shot a lion, taken a clear picture
of one or had an unquestioned
sighting with witnesses to verify
their story. Nevertheless, the DNR
will continue investigating the
sightings as they are reported.
Unless legislative action dictates
otherwise, mountain lions are not
currently protected in [owa.

14 1owa Consen
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FALL TURKEY
HUNTING
By Todd Gosselink
Wild Turkey Biologist

Like furbearers, nothing much
has changed in the past several years
for wild turkeys or turkey hunters.
Wild turkeys now occupy nearly all
available habitat in lowa, numbers

remain good everywhere and hunting
opportunity in the fall has exceeded
the demand in most of the state.
Early returns from the summer brood
survey look promising, indicating that
turkey flocks will be abundant again
this fall, meaning there will be plenty
of birds next spring too.

With good turkey numbers across
the state, there have been some
complaints that the turkey population
is too high and the birds are destroy-
ing crops. These complaints have

been relatively few compared to

those regarding other wildlife damage

and have frequently turned out to be
unjustified. (See Gosselink’s accom-
panying article, A Bum Rap on pages
20-23). With plenty of turkeys
available and some concern about

having too many, license quotas were
increased and more hunters will be in
the field this year than last.

The stage 1s set for a good year
for hunters. Only time, weather and
our own hunting abilities will deter-
mine how the year works out for
each of us.

Jlowa Hunting, Fishing and
" Trapping Regulations
\ Ihmitinge ¥

lune 3, J004

TN TR S o |

“hi [hew. 3, 2004

wimnants [nfivrg ?
available in gepaides
} ‘ '}luhllr.l.lm.uh'h,-; (1%} )
b= [pwa fr\'-‘hlfnl- by

A summary of season dates,
bag limits and other hunting
information can be found on the
DNR’s web site at
www.iowadnr.com or in the
following booklets available

where ever licenses are sold:

2003 Deer and Fall Turkey

| Regulations

2003 Upland Game, Trapping
and Waterfowl Regulations

2003 Hunting, Fishing and
Trapping Regulations
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By Willie Suchy
Photo by Roger A. Hill

One of the questions I get asked
when hunters see the regulations for
this fall i1s: * How did you come up
with the antlerless quota?™ My
answer varies somewhat depending
upon how “in-depth™ the questioner
wants to get. A complete answer
requires talking about what we know
(or think we know) about deer
biology. deer numbers and hunter
harvest. The short answer 1s: 1 d
like to see the number of does 1n the
harvest increase by 25 percent.
Killing 25 percent more does should
get deer numbers down to the
department’s goal.” The following 1s
my attempt to answer this question

more completely.

Deer Biology

Based on the results of several
research projects conducted n
different parts of lowa over the past
30 years we can conclude three
things about lowa’s deer. Firstis
deer have high survival rates. With-
out hunting, roughly 90 percent of the
deer alive today would be alive a
year from today. There are no real

predators (other than humans) that
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live in lowa today. The few deer that
die (unless they are killed during a
hunt) usually die due to collisions with
motorized vehicles. There are few
diseases that limit deer numbers.
Periodic losses to epizootic hemor-
rhagic disease (EHD) or bluetongue
have been recorded but these diseases
do not appear to limit deer numbers. A
few fawns are killed by farm equip-
ment, such as hay mowers, or by dogs
or coyotes. But that is still not enough
to limit deer numbers.

Secondly, deer have high reproduc-
tive rates. In fact, deer in lowa are
about as productive as possible for the
species. From 60 to 80 percent of the
fawns will have fawns themselves their
first year. After their first year, most
will have twins and about 10 percent of
older, mature does have triplets. Again,
this makes sense, since lowa has some
of the most productive land on the
planet. There is abundant food readily
available to deer almost year-round.
New plant growth begins in March and
lasts until October or November. In the
fall, there are acorns, other mast,
browse and waste grain from crops
that last until new plant growth begins.
It 1s a rare winter in lowa where deep
snow cover (12 inches or more) lasts
long enough to stress deer. Droughts of
sufficient severity are even more rare.
And as long as there 1s ample food, the
deer will continue to do well.

The last important piece of infor-
mation we know about deer in lowa is
that they are fairly mobile. Although
most deer move less than a mile or so
away from the area where they were
born, some young deer disperse several
miles from their mother’s core area in
the spring. A few have moved surpris-
ingly long distances of more than 100
miles. These deer are able to fill in any
areas of good habitat when they are
available.

Deer Numbers
There 1s no way to accurately
count all the deer in the wild. In-
stead, trends in deer numbers are
monitored using acrial and spotlight
surveys and by recording the number
of deer hit on lowa’s roads (See
figure at right.). Each

20,000
source of information
o 15,000 -
has it’s own strengths s
£ 10,000 -
and weaknesses. <
The aerial survey 1s 5,000 -
conducted using fixed- 0 -
wing aircraft in winter 1985
after the hunting season
S L S 15,000
is over. Getting good
| = 12,500 -
results 1s dependent = 10.000
upon good sighting § 7.500 -
RO 170 I 5,000
conditions. A snowfall
: " | 2,500 -
of at least 4 inches 1s 5 .
. ¥ » I-}\‘*}'-n nserv- n O N\
needed before obser L

ers can be confident

that the brown spot they just ob-
served 400 feet below them while
traveling at 80 mph was a deer. Or
was it a rock, stump, cedar bush or
one of many other things that look
like deer? lowa winters are fairly
mild and 1n some years snow cover
does not last long enough to get a
count, especially in the southern half
of the state.

The spotlight survey is conducted
prior to “green-up” in April. DNR
staff drive prescribed routes at night
and count deer using high-intensity
spotlights. In some years early leaf-
out reduces visibility and fewer deer
are seen than expected.

Traffic volume, speed and other
variables affect the number of deer
killed on lowa’s highways. The
number of miles driven in lowa has
increased by more than 40 percent
over the last 10 years. Even if deer
numbers were the same as they were
10 years ago, we would expect 40

percent more collisions with deer.

Using all three sources of infor-
mation helps mitigate the problems
associated with any one technique.
The number of roadkills can even be
“adjusted™ to account for traffic
volume 1f we look at the number of
deer killed per billion miles of tratfic.

100

Spotlight

— Aerial

— Spotlight

1990 1995 2000

- - = KPBM

Looking at the figure above we
see that deer numbers appear to have
increased during the past three to
four years and all three surveys are
higher than they were during the last
time deer numbers peaked in the late
1980s.

Harvest Data

Estimates of the number of deer
killed during the hunting season are
an important part of deer manage-
ment. Post-season survey forms are
mailed out to a random sample of
hunters each year. Following last
fall’s seasons, nine separate postcard
surveys were conducted -
for the youth season, the early and

one each

late muzzleloader season, the archery
season, the two shotgun seasons, the
January antlerless season, one for
landowners and one for nonresidents.
A total of 50,825 license holders were
surveyed and 32,179 usable re-
sponses were returned. This 1s a
response rate of 63 percent which 1s

. : ) l'."
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very good for this type of survey. The
goal of the survey 1S to provide doe
harvest estimates, with a margin ot
error of 5 percent for the shotgun
SCASOI.

Good estimates of the doe
harvest are needed since what
happens to the does determines how
many deer there will be in the popula-
tion each year. The figure at right
shows the estimated number of does
and bucks (antlered and button
bucks) that hunters reported each
vear since 1985, If vou look at just
the past three years, vou see the
number of bucks killed each year has
stayed pretty much the same. The
good news 1s the number of does
Killed has increased by 25 percent
due to changing regulations that allow
hunters more antlerless licenses. But

1s this increased doe kill enough?

Population Models

A computer model 1s used to put
the pieces of this deer management
puzzle together. Input for the model
includes the number of male and

female deer in the population. age-
and sex-specific survival rates, age-
spectfic reproductive rates and the
number of deer killed during the
harvest. The model begins by calcu-
lating the number of fawns that would
be produced given the inttial number
of deer at the start of simulation.
Then the model apphies the survival
rates to determine how many deer
would be alive just before the hunting
season. Next the number of deer
killed during the hunting season are
removed and finally the model again
applies the survival rates to determine
how many deer will be alive at the
end of one year. Since the simulation
has run through one year. the deer

still alive are all moved up one age

IH pwa L onservanomst &  Seplemper/Gictinber S

class and used as input for the next
year. The process can be repeated
for any number of years. The state-
wide simulations.currently used begin
in 1985 and run through 2003, a

period of I8 years

100, 000
m Does
75,000 Bucks
50, 000
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['he output from the model is
then compared to the three popula-
tion surveys (roadkill, spotlight and
aerial) to determine how well the
model “fits” the observed trends. Fit
1s measured statistically and then
more simulations are done to deter-
mine 1f a higher or lower starting
number produces an output that has a
better correlation with the surveys.

When the 2002 harvest estimates

were placed into the computer mode
the simulated numbers increased by
about 4 percent this past year. The
results correlate very well with the
observed changes in the surveys. The
simulation has the highest correlation
with the spotlight survey. The simu-

lated numbers are also highly corre-

ated with the reported roadkill and
the aenal surveys. However, when
the reported roadkill 1s adjusted for
traffic volume (kills perbillion miles,
kpbm) it has the lowest correlation of
any. Most of the deviation appears to
be in the past 3 or 4 years.

Setting the Antlerless
Quota

Once the best fitting simulation 1s

found the model 1s used to determine
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how many does need to be killed
during the upcoming season or seasons
to keep the population at the objective
The current goal for the deer program
1S to maintain a population that is
capable of sustaining a harvest of 100-
1 20 thousand
deer annually.
The current
stmulations

indicate that

deer numbers

are 30 to 35

percent above
> 0 O N4

A D O that goal.
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Obviously this
means that substantially more does
need to be killed this fall to bring
numbers down. Increasing the doe
harvest 25 percent should reduce doe
numbers by about 10 percent for next
year, bringing the simulated numbers
down to the goal in two to three years,

Only time will tell if the quotas
achieve the desired results. But as
more information is collected. the
model will be updated and reevaluated.
[f pieces of the puzzle (survey or
harvest data) no longer fit, then
changes will need to be made to the
harvest regulations based on this new
input. By continuously updating the
model and by improving the quality of
the harvest and population data, we will
get a better picture of the deer man-
agement puzzle.

Those of you who made 1t this far
now have the long answer to the
question of how the antlerless quotas
were set. And those who have asked
this question and received the short
answer are probably smiling and

thinking how lucky you were that day.

Willie Suchy is the deer biologist
for the department in Chariton.
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lowa Deer Hunters Asked:
REDUCE DEER HERD.
FEED NEEDY

The Towa DNR 1s asking
hunters to shoot more deer, does 1n
particular, to reduce the deer
population. With the hope that
hunters will shoot more deer than
they want for themselves, a pro-
gram has been set up to get the
extra venison to the needy.

Help Us Stop Hunger, or
HUSH, was announced in Septem-
ber by the DNR, the Food Bank of
lowa and a number of other part-
ners. DNR Director Jeffrey Vonk
said that in this first year, HUSH

will be piloted in a 55-county area of

central and southeast lowa. Most of

the lockers that process deer 1n this
area are participating, he said. Just
look for a locker displaying the
poster at right.

“Any deer hunter can take their
legally harvested deer, any sex from
any season, to one of the participat-
ing lockers and fill out a card. It
costs the hunter nothing, and the
locker gets paid $50 to process the
deer into pure ground venison. The
Food Bank of lowa will arrange for
the venison to be picked up and
delivered into the system to feed the
needy,” Vonk explained.

Several lowa organizations and
companies, most of them hunting-
related, have donated cash to pay
Addi-

tionally, hunters will be given a

for the venison processing.

chance to donate $5 when they buy
their deer permit.

More information about HUSH,
a map of participating lockers and
deer seasons are available on the

DNR web site at

www.lowadnr.com.

The DNR needs your help
to reduce the deer herd.

Your extra venison is
needed by many lowans
and the Food Bank will
assure it gets to them.

| o A8 Buy an extra doe license
: and donate the carcass to
HUSH.

This locker participates in HUSH.

UsH

Help Us Stop Hunger

Knight Rifles « Whitetails Unlimited « lowa DNR « Hunter Specialties « Izaak Walton League « Pioneer
Hi-Bred «lowa Farm Bureau « lowa Deer Hunters « lowa Outfitters and Guides Assoc. « Safari Club

|
OV N O VAMAHA ...
i ! - I % |! B OPEN: 9 am - 5:30 pm Mon.-Fri
RNETY 9 am - 3 pm Saturday
!ﬁ.ﬁ 1 ;{ag

Hwy. 34 East, Creston, |A
641-782-6104
Email: install@iowatelecom.net
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Wild turkeys often get the blame for crop damage. But are they really the culprits?

In the 1830s when the first
settlers crossed the Mississippi River
into what 1s now lowa. they encoun-
tered wild turkeys virtually every-
where they travelled. At the time, oak
and hickory forests covered roughly 7
million acres of the state, and the wild
turkey thrived in the rich environment.

By the mid-1950s, however, forest
cover had been reduced by nearly
two-thirds — to around 2.6 milhion
acres — and the turkey population
responded. The drastic habitat loss,
coupled with uncontrolled harvest, led
to the elimination of the Eastern wild
turkey from fowa by the early 1900s.

That would change, however,
beginning in the early 1960s when the
lowa DNR and various private
conservation groups embarked on an
aggressive turkey restoration pro-
gram. Since that time, wild turkeys

C v cl1Cdscd ¢ i SIES ACrOSss
have been released at 259 sit 1ICTO

Photos by Roger A. Hill
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by Todd Gosselink and Bill Bunger

[owa, and they now inhabit nearly all
remnant timber stands left in the
state. In those four decades, the
turkey population has grown from
zero to an estimated 200,000 birds.

The Public’s View

Now that the turkey’s survival in
lowa 1s assured, population manage-
ment has become more dependent
upon public opinion than scientific
management programs. To under-
stand what that “magic number”
might be, the DNR surveyed farmers
regarding crop damage from deer,
turkeys and other wildlife. Based on
a 2001 lowa Agricultural Statistics

Service survey, only 12 percent of the

those contacted believed their crops

had sustained damage from turkeys,

and only 16 percent believed turkey

populations in lowa were too high.
A more detailed mail survey

conducted in the early 1990s by [owa

State Umiversity (ISU) and the DNR
shed even more light on the subiect.
The survey focused on turkeys and
crop depredation in northeast lowa
which, due to the extensive forest
cover there, has one of the highest
turkey densities in the state.

[n that study, 64 percent of the
farmers surveyed believed they had
some crop damage. However, more
than half (52 percent) reported no
economic losses, and only 5 percent
believed they sustained damages
exceeding $500. In fact, the majority
(56 percent) of all respondents be-
lheved turkeys provided some positive
return, either through eating insects.
hunting or wildlife viewing.

Similar surveys in surrounding
states have shown similar results. In
southwest Wisconsin, 51 percent of
farmers surveyed felt turkeys did not
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cause major damage to crops, and
only 3 percent believed they sustained
damages exceeding $500. A 1995
Ohio DNR survey of 1,206 farmers
showed more than 75 percent of
those who had turkeys on their land
felt the birds caused no damage to
crops, compared to 13 percent who
viewed turkeys as a nuisance.

These surveys indicate there is a
perception of crop depredation
present, but the majority felt wild
turkeys caused no threat to their
crops. Still, the fact there are a
few farmers who believe turkeys
cause substantial crop damage
warrants further investigation
into what wildlife species may
actually be causing the damage.

Food For Thought

Knowing what turkeys
prefer to eat is integral to understand-
ing crop damage 1n relation to tur-
keys. Several midwestern states,

Bill Bunger

including lowa, have examined diets
of wild turkeys in agricultural areas.
A 1989 study in southwestern Wis-
consin examined the contents of more
than 100 crops (the pouch in the
turkey’s neck used to store food

e

before digestion) taken from birds
shot after feeding in crop fields.
What researchers found was, during
the spring, turkey diets consisted
primarily of waste grain (54 percent)
and wild plants (27 percent). Waste
grain was distinguishable because of
its weathered and dirty appearance
compared to recently planted seed

corn.

The study also examined the diets
of poults (young turkeys) and hens
feeding in corn and soybean fields in
late summer. The poults consumed
primarily insects (77 percent of diet).
Crops examined from poults feeding
in oat fields consisted of 87 percent
Insects.
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During the fall, the study exam-
ined more than 200 turkey crops and
found similar results as in the spring.
The three major foods found were
corn and wild plant matenial (39
percent each) and insects (12 per-
cent). More than 90 percent of the
corn consumed was waste grain.

In another study, ISU and the
DNR looked at wild turkey feeding
habits in the spring and early
summer by watching turkeys
feed in fields. Turkeys were
never observed scratching up
planted seeds or seedlings or
grazing on emerging plants.

The same study also investi-
gated crop damage 1n the fall by
wild turkeys. More than 7,000
ears of corn were examined
within five days prior to harvest.
Although 2.3 percent of the ears
were damaged by wildlife, the
majority was attributed to raccoons
knocking down the stalk and turkeys
feeding on the fallen corn. The
damage was primarily found only in
the first five rows of the cornfield.
This study concluded turkeys were
attracted to crop fields due to the
abundant insects, not crops.

In Ohio, Kentucky and Tennes-
see, blackbirds, raccoons, deer and
squirrels caused far more damage to

ABOVE: Raccoons will knock
down corn stalks to get at the
ears, and can wipe out large
portions of a crop in a given year.
LEFT: Research in Ohio,
Kentucky and Tennessee found
blackbirds, raccoons, deer and
squirrels caused far more damage
than wild turkeys. And although
turkeys are often seen feeding in
crop fields, typically it is insects
they are after.
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crops than turkeys. In Ohio, a farmer
believed turkeys were eating his
soybean plants, so a turkey feeding in
the field was shot and the gizzard was
examined. The gizzard contained
Japanese beetles, waste grain and

wild plant seeds.

Changing Diets And Spatial
Movement

Spatial use by wild turkeys varies
with different seasons. The size of
the area they inhabit at any given time
can range from 1,500 acres to as few
as 100 depending on food availability
and social interactions. During the
fall, food is abundant and turkeys feed
most heavily on native sources such
as acorns and berries.

During the winter, turkeys will
flock together in groups of 100 birds
or more, mostly based on food abun-
dance. As native foods are depleted.
the birds switch to waste grain and
will typically feed in one area until the
food 1s depleted. Although the
perception 1s the turkeys are there
year-round, research has shown they
will move several miles to join winter
flocks. and individual flocks may drift
up to five miles. During spring, tlocks
break up and birds move back to their
breeding areas prior to the nesting
season. In summer, food sources are
abundant (primarily insects), and
turkeys do not form large flocks.

Identifying Crop Damage
Turkeys are active during the
day, and thus, are conspicuous when
feeding in the open. Hence, they are
often blamed for crop damage that

1s actually caused by nocturnal
animals such as raccoons, deer and
beaver. Turkeys do occasionally
feed on growing crops, but damage

1Isminimal.

9 1o
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Benefits of Wild Turkeys

Restoring wild turkeys has been a
mixed blessing for lowans. Some
people enjoy watching wild turkeys
on their property, while others may
not share that appreciation. Large
flocks of turkeys are often perceived
to be “up to no good.” especially n
crop fields. As explained. turkeys are
an important consumer of insects and
weed seeds. Grasshoppers, long an
adversary to the American tarmer,
are a favorite food of wild turkeys.
Wild turkeys that take waste grain
from fields over the winter can
reduce the amount of unwanted
volunteer corn sprouting in a soybean
field the next spring.

Turkey hunting provides recre-
ation for lowans and produces
revenue for private and public
organizations and local businesses.
Since the first season in 1974, lowa
turkey hunters have grown in number
from 300 to more than 55,000,
producing inexcess of S1 milhion
annually for wildlife management
programs. lowa turkey hunters also
spent $4 million on their sport in 200]
alone, most of 1t trip-related expenses
such as gas, food and lodging.

Next time you see a flock of
turkeys or a hen with young feeding

in a crop field or pasture, realize the
benefits they provide in insect and
weed control usually far exceed the
modest amount of crop loss. While
wild turkeys may not have been the
choice for the national symbol as
Benjamin Franklin wanted. they are a

valuable resource for lowans.

THH’J (.rffl',\'_\'t'h.ﬂﬂi Is a lt‘fffﬁffi'
research biologist and Bill Bunger
is a wildlife depredation biologist
both stationed in Chariton.

Identifying
The Culprit

Recognizing what animals feed
on agriculture crops and when, and
the signs they leave behind, will
help determine which animals are
targeting your crops. Although crop
damage 1s crop damage to a
farmer, identifying the actual culprit
1s essential when selecting the
appropriate management action to

Stop turther i.i-.HH-‘.LL._’C

SMALL MAMMALS

Spring: Small mammals
(mice, ground squirrels, tree
squirrels) do most of their crop
damage during the germination

stage. Damage 1s usually charac-

terized by small holes (1 to 2 inches
in diameter) dug where the seed

was planted or next to the seedling,
many times leaving the plant intact.

Fall: Squirrels will feed on

mature corn, eating the germ (seed




bud) from each kernel and leaving the
rest as waste. Cobs and scattered
kernels below standing corn stalks
indicate squirrel damage. The fallen
kernels and cobs are often what

attracts other wildlife species.

BIRDS
Spring: Crows and blackbirds
are the most common bird species
responsible for crop damage. Similar

to small mammals, crows and black-

birds will eat the germinating seed.
They will dig around the seedling.
often pulling it out of the ground to
get at the seed.

Summer: During the milk stage
of corn, birds will pull away strips of
the husk and eat out the pulp of the
kernels, leaving a hollow shell. A
shredded husk with hollowed out
kernels still on the stalk is typical of
bird damage.

RACCOONS

Raccoons typically climb corn
stalks during the milk stage and after
maturity, often knocking down the
entire stalk. Once the cobs are
accessible, raccoons will shred the
husk, taking a few bites from several

cobs. Raccoons can destroy a large

Roger A, Hill

BOTTOM LEFT: Deer sometimes
graze on young, sprouting plants.
LEFT: Pheasants occasionally
pull up seedlings to get at the
seeds. BELOW: Tracks (in this
case a raccoon) often give away
the culprit. RIGHT: Crop damage
from raccoons is unmistakable.

portion of a crop and leave extensive

areas of a tield as waste.

DEER
Spring: Deer will graze on
sprouting plants, sometimes
pulling them from the ground.
Typically deer will eat the new
growth portions of the plant,
primarily soybean plants.
Summer: Deer prefer to
cat the corn ears, biting the tips
and kernels off emerging corn,

which leads to stunting of the

Bill Bunger

developing ears. Cobs with the
ends bitten off are characteris-
tic of deer damage. Deer will also

pull out new growth of younger

plants. eating the base of the stems.

Fall: Deer will also bite off the
ends of mature ears, leaving stalks

intact.

WILD TURKEYS
Wild turkeys usually scratch for

food. They do not dig or poke holes

Hill Bungei

in the ground. Although turkeys
may occasionally eat newly planted
seeds 1t found when scratching,
and will sometimes eat shoots or
leaves of emerging crops, this
feeding behavioris minimal.
Typically, turkeys are in crop fields
feeding on the insects on the plants
and in the soil.
During the fall, turkeys will
feed on fallen corn knocked
down by other wildlife, wind,
hail and insects. They can not
reach ears higher than 4 feet
above the ground. Turkeys will
scratch dust bowls 1n crop
fields, using the loose soil to
remove insects and parasites
from their feathers. This can
cause a shallow depression in
the soil, but does not damage
crops. During the winter, turkeys
can cause substantial damage to
stlage pits or corn bins, which can
be remedied with fencing.

Crops left standing in the field
into winter are subject to damage
from turkeys, deer, songbirds and

many other wild animals.
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Tagging Along On
Fisheries Management

Article by Jim Wahl € Photos by Lowell Washburn —

1en | was young kid |

caught a walleye on

Spirit Lake that
carried a Monel jaw tag. The bright
silver tag was secured to the upper
jaw of the 2-pound fish. Like most
anglers who catch a tagged fish, |
was extremely excited and proud.

At the time I believed only the
best fishermen were capable of
landing such a prize. It was and still 1s
the only tagged fish I've ever caught,

which either dispels my earlier belief

N ——

or proves, maybe, that [ am not as
good of an angler as I thought.
Although I haven’t caught
another tagged fish since that day, |
have placed tags in thousands of

3
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others. Many have been caught and
reported by anglers like myself. [ still
enjoy receiving calls from people who
caught a tagged fish. Most exude the
same excitement I did as a 13-year-
old.

Why 1s catching a tagged fish so
exciting”? In very limited cases, they
may carry a reward or prize in
conjunction with a fishing tournament.
In reality, though, most have no
monetary value. More likely, the

excitement comes from the satisfac-

tion some anglers get from knowing
the information they provide helps
biologists better understand and
manage the sport they love.

~
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BOTTOM LEFT AND BOTTOM
RIGHT: Floy tag imbedded in
largemouth bass.

RIGHT: Clear Lake walleye with
visual implant tag.

Tagging is an important tool for

studying individual fish as well as
populations. The studies help identify
f1sh stock to determine if subpopula-
tions exist; migration or movement
patterns; and behavior, such as
habitat selection and species interac-
tion. They also provide data on
abundance; age and growth; mortal-
ity. both natural and fishing related;
and stocking success of hatchery-
reared fish.

There 1s a wide
assortment of tags and
marks that can be used
for tagging studies.
Selecting the appropniate
one depends on the
objectives of the study.
[f the sole purpose is to
identify fish as a member
of a particular group, a
simple mark such as a
colored stain or fin chp
will suffice. However, 1f
you need to 1dentity
individual fish, then the mark must
include a number or detailed code.

Biologists need to be careful not
to select a tag that might bias the
results of a study. For instance, the
growth rate of the walleye | caught
more than 30 years ago may have
been negatively altered due to the tag
in its mouth. Therefore, jaw tags are
no longer used by the DNR, but Floy
tags. VI tags, and PIT tags are. All
of those contain specific numbers or
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codes. so individual fish can be LEFT: A walleye is East
identified. tagged at Clear Spa%
Floy tags. also known as dart tags, Lake. it ch

are readily visible to the angler vie!
because they protrude from the body BELOW:I Visual \pr
as an external tag. Visual implant, or Implant fish tags. caph
VI, tags are generally inserted just _ ‘ CTUIS
“ T PR BOTTOM: Fisheries Okal
below the skin. They are visible, but | : : DKol
1 Athayea : . biologists implant a bl

only after close inspection of the fish. _ | hack
e o PIT tag in a muskie |

A passive integrated transponder, or caug

: . _ at Clear Lake.
PIT tag. 1s an internal tag and can only

be detected with a scanner. These
are currently being used to mark
brood stock muskellunge in the Spirit
Lake and Okoboj1 chain and Clear
Lake.

Over the years, information from

tagged fish has helped biologists

s

manage fish populations throughout
the state. Every tag returned 1s

valuable and provides interesting

information, however some tagging

stories are particularly fascinating.

Take C14 for example, a female

Clear Lake walleye tagged with a
visual implant marker in April 1996.
From 1996 when the female was first
collected during the DNR s annual

M e il

brood stock collection, to 2002, C14
visited the Clear Lake walleye hatch-
ery six out of seven vears, and grew
from 26.5 inches to 28 inches in
length. During that time, fisheries

~

personnel collected roughly 200,000
cggs annually from her, or 1.2 million
over the seven year period. Assuming
a hatch rate of 75 percent, C14 has
produced 900,000 walleye fry for
stocking in the state. This story

documents the potential a large female
walleye has if anglers practice catch-
and-release.

Tag Y04 provides another intrigu-
ing look at walleye habits. The 9-year-
old, 24-inch male was first collected in
April 1993 on East Okoboji Lake. A

year later, 1t was captured again in

B — T
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East Okoboji during the spring
spawning season. In 1995, however,
it chose to spawn in West Okoboji
where it was collected twice during
April. Two years later, Y04 was
captured with a gill net, once again
cruising the spawning grounds of East
Okoboji. In April 1998, Y04 was
back in West Okoboji where it was
caught by state fisheries workers and
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brought into the Spirit Lake Fish

Hatchery — the fifth time in six

years. That was Y04's last visit to
the hatchery, as it was caught and
harvested in May 1998 by a West
Okoboji angler. Apparently Y04 was
a gregarious sort, spreading his genes
throughout both East and West
Okoboji lakes.

Tag 208 was a blue Floy tag
attached to a 2-pound walleye. The
fish was collected on the Winnebago
River by an electrofishing boat in
June of 1983 and released in Worth
County near Fertile. In April 1984
the fish was caught and harvested by
an angler in the Shell Rock River
near Clarksville. In less than one
year, 208 traveled more than 70 miles
downstream, through four counties
and two river systems. The distance
traveled was impressive, but even
more remarkable was it successfully

passed over four lowhead dams along

the way. Most anglers know river
fish can make long movements,
however few realize the obstacles
they encounter.

Tag 49.593 was a largemouth
bass tagged and released in Pool 12
of the Upper Mississippi River in
September 1988. Shortly after being
tagged, the fish moved more than

nine miles up-river to a backwater
overwintering site. In early May,
49.593 returned to the same exact
stump that i1t occupied some seven
months earlier. In October of that
year the 3 1/2-pound bass once again
traveled the nine miles back upstream
to the same winter site 1t had used the
previous year. The mechanism
governing movements and navigation
are unknown, but it 1s obvious this
bass “knew” the backwater complex
she occupied.

This small sampling from an
endless file of tagged fish reports
illustrates how valuable, and interest-
ing, the information can be. Regard-
less of how unique the history, all tag
returns assist fisheries biologists in
improving angling. If you or a friend
catch a tagged fish, record the length.
weight, tag color and number, date
and location, and whether the fish
was released or kept. Report this
information to the nearest DNR
fisheries station. Who knows, it may
have a unique story that only the tag
can reveal.

Jim Wahl is a fisheries management
hfr}h)g!s! at the Clear Lake office.

Leave It To The Biologists

Although tagging and re

casing a fish 1s not an illegal activity

for anglers, DNR fisheries biologists prefer sportsmen and

sportswomen refrain from tagging their own fish and releasing

them 1n public waters. Because these tags are unknown and

unreported to the DNR, they often create confusion over studies

being conducted by biologists. Anglers can be most helpful by

reporting tags caught while fishing.

3
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Rarely, 1f ever, will you
find Iowa on a list of
scenic destiations.
However, many notable,
longtime lowans ask Why
not? as they share their
favorite views

from around the state.

“...there are only two kinds of
people who don’t appreciate the
beauty of lowa — those who have
never been here and those who
have never been anywhere else.”

lowa Conservationist ®  September/October 2003

Bob Ray remembers once receiving a phone call from a

person who grew up in lowa, but had lived in places like San
Francisco, Minneapolis, Philadelphia and other major metropolitan
areas who had listened to perceptions people around the country
had of his native state.

“This gentleman told me there are only two kinds of people

who don’t appreciate the beauty of lowa — those who have
never been here and those who have never been anywhere else.
[ don’t think it could be summed up any better than that,” said the
former Iowa governor.

Indeed, if Iowa does derive its name from a Native Ameri-

can translation of “beautiful land,” it’s a definition Ray is willing
to accept. From the majestic bluffs along the Mississippi River in.
the east to the unique, ruggedly beautiful Loess Hills standing
sentry on the state’s western border, lowa’s beauty ranges from
subtle to breathtaking.

And it can be found everywhere. Ray said it is difficult for

him to identify a single spot in the state as a favorite.

“I always tell my wife that we need to start keeping a

camera in the car, because we see beautiful scenery everywhere

we go in lowa,” Ray said.

Ray said it is because the scenery
— much like the people who live
here — are often understated.
“You will not go anywhere
else in the world and find a land
and its people more productive.
Many people that left our state

looking for flashier places like California now want to come back.
[ know I’ve traveled in every state in the United States and many

foreign countries and if there were a better place than Iowa, I'd

be there.

“All I know is that when I drive to another state and come
back to Iowa, it’s like entering an oasis. The green, rolling hills of
our countryside . . . there just isn’t any place more beautiful.”

If Iowa has an image problem,
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For me, the most scenic view in Iowa is looking
out over the Des Moines River from the top of the hill
on J-40 in Van Buren County, just east of Keosauqua.
I’ve driven the route between my hometown, Mt.
Pleasant, and my grandparents’ farm south of Milton

p : many times in my lifetime. But I’d never seen it from
I a bicycle until I rode RAGBRALI this year. From the
T — = e crest of the hill I see the Des Moines River meander-
- | ing between its tree-lined banks. At the foot of the
hill is the red farmhouse where lowa writer Phil Stong
once lived. Near it stands the abandoned Pittsburg
N3 General Store, it’s sign almost erased by time and the
an clements.
politan This vista is beautiful to me not just for its balance
ountry : of natural and human-made features, but because of
| its familiarity and its association with a way of life I
cople - consider lowan. Behind me a mile or two I can buy
Ve | fresh chickens from an Amish family. Before me, as |
e else. drop down into Keosauqua where my family enjoyed
said the fried chicken Sunday dinners at the Manning Hotel,
: I’1l pass fields of corn and back-
meri- yards of tomato and zinnia gar-
illmg dens. To me, the scene represents
iverin, { . the industry of my ancestors who
ing E helped settle this land and become
5 from Z| apart of the landscape.
It for My favorite scenic natural area in lowa is Backbone State Christie Vilsack
. Park. Idiscovered Backbone about 12 years ago while doing First Lady of lowa
diversity training in the Strawberry Point area. The thing I love
YW the most about Backbone is the peaceful atmosphere. Now,
whenever I'm in Strawberry Point, I enjoy taking a scenic drive
oble™  * through the park to clear my head of all the stress of today's life.
cencry Its large, beautiful area is isolated enough so that when ever I
o live need to get away for awhile, I can just go into the woods and
ed. | feel completely alone. Backbone State Park has great camping
here facilities, and there are different levels of recreation available.
|and Whether you are looking for a beautiful park to stay at over the
IVE. weekend, or simply taking a scenic drive on
fate a Sunday afternoon, Backbone has plenty to
eback | offer.
d man)
va, I’ RuthAnn Gaines -
East High School teacher, Des Moines
om¢ | National Teachers Hall of Fame Inductee &
pillsel 1 2003 “ z
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Nature photography consists of being in

the right place at the right time with a knowl-
edge of natural history and experience on how
the camera records an image.

My favorite place to photograph is where

[ live, although this was not always the case.
After my tour of military service ended in
1970, I returned to our family farm in
Marshall County. I did not realize it at the
time, but it was to become an adventure in
discovering lowa tallgrass prairie.

A small speck of virgin prairie still exists
along an old railroad corridor, now long
abandoned, but it has been the conversion of
farmland to a diverse, dynamic natural system
with native species that has provided me with
exciting photographic opportunities.

I hope my photographs inspire others to

learn about the prairie community, to see its
potential for protecting
marginal farmland, to
utilize it for streamside

buffers, and to recognize
it as the best wildlife }"
' ‘* rt"

habitat.

———

CarlKurtz
nature photographer | bt TN
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Carl Kurtz

Clay Smith

: "t":r'f
'-‘ *®
L

/] Rive

The shelter house at the Elinor
Bedell State Park looking out at the lake
or shoreline is my favorite spot because
of the beautiful view down East Okoboj
Lake and the memories it brings back o
the naturalness of the area. We used t
picnic and fish down in the area before
so much of the shoreline was built up.
The area around the
shelter is still back t
nature and very
similar to what it
was.

Berkley Bedell
U.S. Congressman
1974 to 1986,
founder of Berkley
(now Pure Fishing)
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One of my favorite views in lowa

is in Buchanan County, in eastern
lowa. There you will find one of
Iowa’s true gems — Lowell Walter’s
house, Cedar Rock, designed by
Frank Lloyd Wright.

Mr. Walter was an avid boater

who liked to fish on the Wapsipinicon
River. On the property, there is a rock

- outcropping over a scenic bend on the
,;’z»%\ river. The architect built a small

I boathouse at this site, directly on the
”

high rock. A short path from the

house takes you to the river and the

» boathouse. When you climb to the top

| of that rock, you are instantly in the
treetops.

The view 1s amazing. The boat-
house is perfectly situated to give you
the ideal view up and down the river.
From up there, you can see the fish
jump, hear a million orioles and
warbling vireos, and wave to the
people canoeing below. Mr. Wright
knew this was the best feature of
Cedar Rock — the view of this river
bend.

An afternoon trip to Cedar Rock

is an easy getaway. And while the
house is plenty enough excuse for a
visit, I never get over the view from
the boathouse.

Liz
Christiansen
Deputy
Director,
lowa DNR

Clay Smith

There 1s a place, trampled with memories. This place, in Burlington, is where
my father found his “sense of place™ and where his children, too, found a feeling
of belonging. Overlooking the Mississippi River is a very old house, perched atop
the river bluff, scanning acres of oak openings and broad views. As a boy, my
father roamed the marshes and banks along the old river. His boyhood interest in
birds and natural history evolved here, laying the groundwork
for the field of environmental ethics.

“There are two things that interest me — the relation-
ship of people to each other and the relationship of people to
land.” This place in lowa is where Aldo Leopold’s state-
ment was nurtured.

Nina Leopold Bradley
daughter of Aldo Leopold

Clay Smith
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A Duncan, an avid hunter and angler, has a favorite scenic area for each activity. While wearing a

Pilot Knob State Park is definitely
my favorite. It is one of the oldest
parks in the state park system with 700
acres of natural habitat. The lakes and
ponds in the park support a wide |
variety of birds and wildlife. In fact,
Pilot Knob has a four-acre floating
spaghnumbog,
the only one of its
kind in Iowa.
never fail to see
something differ-
ent on each visit.
The park is only 5
minutes from my
home and I’m
able to enjoy the
park during all the different seasons. In
the winter, it’s great for snowmobiling,
and cross-country skiing. Spring |
brings the lush green foliage (and my
spring turkey). Campers, hikers,
bikers and walkers favor the summer
and there’s a new five-mile bike trail -
to enjoy that connects Pilot Knob to
Forest City.

My favorite season remains the
fall when the waterfowl are migrating
and the leaves are turning beautiful
colors. The park has never disap-
pointed me on any of my visits.

Lowell Washburn

Bruce Hertzke
Winnebago Industries’ Chairman,
CEO and President

Clay Smith

hunting cap, Duncan favors southwest lowa’s Riverton area. He and eight Des Moines area friends
formed the Sundown Hunt Club. They hunt ducks and geese at Riverton and will slip over to the area
around Waubonsie State Park to hunt turkeys. “The Riverton area is absolutely beautiful,” he said.

With fishing rod in hand, Duncan is a fan of West Okoboji and the lowa Great Lakes area. Duncan
has been fishing the lake since buying a home at Okoboji 20 years ago. He has also hunted giant
Canada geese in the area. “Lake Okoboji is a terrific part of lowa,” he said.

Randy Duncan
Runner-up 1958 Heisman Trophy, #1 overall pick in the 1959 NFL draft by the Green Bay Packers
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lowa is my home. Recently |
passed a landmark year and I now
have lived in Texas longer than I lived
in lowa, but Iowa is still my home.

- Picking one particular location in

lowa as a favorite is not a straightfor-
ward task for me, since I love the
country that makes up lowa. Maybe

‘being raised on a farm is what makes

the countryside so special for me —
the orderly rows of corn, and the
smell of the corn silks in late summer,
the soybeans that define the color of
green, the pastures with slow-moving
cattle grazing on the rolling hills, the
gravel roads sectioning off the
countryside with cornflowers bloom-
ing in the ditches and various bird
songs as music for my ears. This is
the Iowa that I think of when some-
one asks me where I'm from. And

the part of lowa I like to visit when-
ever | can.

Last year, | had a novel opportu-
nity to view lowa and the rest of the
world from a very different perspec-
tive, while orbiting more than 200
miles above the Earth. I lived on the
International Space Station for just
over 6 months, and when the orbit,
the lighting, the weather and my
schedule permitted, I would watch as
we passed over my home state, in a
minute or less, thinking of all my
friends and family living below.
Rivers demark two of the borders of
our state, but the one feature from
this orbiting vantage point that was
unique to our section of the Midwest,
was the regular square pattern that
the rural roads sew into a quilt-work

of farmland. As the seasons changed

Photo courtesy of NASA
L

while I was orbiting our planet, I saw

the summer greens fade, becoming
golden and brown. And although my

perspective was dramatically different | Ty
as the station would fly over lowa, it — o
always gave me the comfort of feeling
home. r

Dr. Peggy =1
Whitson

First International
Space Station
Science Officer

ABOVE: Des Moines area from -
the International Space Station .
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Perhaps no face has been more
familiar to more Iowans over a
longer period of time than has that of
Bill Riley. Although the pioneer
television broadcaster has been
involved in a wide variety of high-
profile public activities, Riley is best
known as the face of the lowa State
Fair. For 57 years, the Riley Talent
Stage has served as a focal point for
State Fair excitement.

Although Riley is widely traveled
and intimately acquainted with many
of Iowa’s scenic treasures, his
number one favorite spot seems
strangely out of character for such
an energetic and outgoing personal-
ity. The spot is Rock Run — a tiny,
scarcely noticed tributary of the
Iowa River.

“Rock Run is a very small
stream, barely more than a trickle,

34 lowa Conservationist @ September/October 2003

that runs through Iowa Falls and
flows into the lowa River,” says
Riley.

“When I was a youngster, I went
there often with my little dog Jerry.
We would wander the length of Rock
Run. I’ve always been intrigued with
birds and animals, and everything |
saw there fascinated me.

I remember the damp aroma that
lingered along the stream. Limestone
cliffs ran along the side, and there
were great clouds of pigeons roosting
there. I'd climb up and try to catch
the birds in their holes, and sometimes
I did.

When I graduated from the eighth
grade, the lowa Falls Rotary held a
luncheon to honor us. I was one of
the two top students in that class.

But when the time came to go, I just
disappeared. It didn’t matter though

— Mom knew exactly where I’d be.
She sent my brother, and he found
me and the dog wandering along
Rock Run. He made some stern
threats and I went to the luncheon.
That was my first award.”

“Today, when I tell people that
I’m a recluse, they laugh. But it’s
true,” says Riley. “What I found at
Rock Run was solitude. Back then I
would rather be at that stream with
my dog Jerry more than anything
else. Believe it or not, I’m still that
way today.”

Bill Riley
“Mr. State Fair,”
Broadcaster
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Growing up in Marion, Lisa Bluder spent a lot of time on

her family’s sailboat on Lake Macbride. “We would go to
Lake Macbride every Sunday.”

Bluder spent 10 years coaching the women’s team at

Drake University in Des Moines. “When [ lived in Des
Moines, I really enjoyed the bike trails.” Since moving to lowa
| City in 2000, Bluder and her family take picnics and go hiking at
Stone City. She said they also enjoy the natural areas near the
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site in
West Branch, and one of Bluder’s favorite
places is Effigy Mounds in northeast Iowa.
“It’s the memories growing up and

spending time with my family outdoors that
make these places special.’

Lisa Bluder
Head Coach, lowa Women’s Basketball

Ken Formanek

Clay Smith

|
'!

Hundreds of thousands of lowa State Fair goers know
her as “The Butter Cow Lady.” Over the decades, Norma
‘Duffy’ Lyons of Toledo has sculpted cows, Elvis, even a
Harley-Davidson motorcycle out of butter, becoming an
icon at lowa’s summertime
classic. Mention the
outdoors to her, though, and
she goes back in time, to
the family farm in Van
Buren County.

“We would go walking
all over the farm; my Dad
(Benton J. Stong), my uncle
(Joe Stong) and me. I remember being 9, 10, 11 years old
and traveling down to Keosaqua. It was a 400-acre farm
where the Chequest Creek goes into the Des Moines
River, at Pittsburg, north of Keosaqua. We would walk all
over the area. We would hunt squirrels . . . I was the ‘bird
dog,” for my dad and uncle. We were all fairly good
shots.”

Then, as now, the major feature of the area was the
Des Moines River, rolling slowly through the wooded hills
and farm fields of southeast lowa. The scenes Lyons
recalls from the early 1940s and 50s on the family farm are
just what tourists look for today, as Van Buren County
touts its quiet, wooded beauty.

“[The whole area] was great fun for a kid.”

Norma ‘Duffy’ Lyons
lowa’s Butter Cow Lady

September/October 2003 @ lowa Conservationist 3 S
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Well, of course, I'm always drawn to the bluffs and scenery of northeast
lowa. But really, my favorite place is right near my home in Indianola —
Ahquabi State Park. I go there often with my kayak and paddle around the
perimeter. Over the years I’ve just gotten very attached to the beauty of the

shoreline and the rolling hills.

[ remember one time in the fall, I was going around the
lake and entered one of the smaller coves. A breeze was
blowing and the air was filled with yellow leaves fluttering
down to the water. The sunlight shining through them gave
the whole scene a golden color. It was absolutely beautiful!

Morgan Halgren
Host of Living in Iowa, lowa Public Television
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Clay Smith

Larry Zach is one of lowa’s best-
known wildlife artists, and he is
probably most famous for his stunning
portraits of monster whitetails.

It’s not surprising that Zach’s
most cherished scenic view can only
be reached
by climbing
highinto
the out-
spread
arms of an
ancient,
white oak
tree. The spot is, of course, a deer
stand.

“I enjoy all aspects of nature, and
[ suppose I could list hundreds of
favorite settings,” says Zach. “But |
have a special admiration for old trees
— especially white oaks. This tree is
huge. I'm guessing that it could be in
the 300-year class. That means it
was already a pretty good tree at the
start of the Revolutionary War.

That’s a lot of history. You have to
respect that.”

“The view from this tree is just
incredible.l can look two miles across
a giant valley, and the sunrises and
sunsets are spectacular.”

“I’ve shot some deer from this
tree, and have missed some really big
ones. | took my son there and he shot
his first deer with a bow. [ don’t
know for sure how tall this old oak is,
but my stand is so high that a lot of
guys won’t go up there. It’s a place
where the birds are as likely to fly
below you as above you.”

Larry Zach
wildlife artist

ABOVE: Big Country Bucks by
Larry Zach
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best- | Standing on a high bluff south of Coon Rapids in November around 4:30 p.m., and watching the pheasants pour into the
switchgrass as they go to roost for the night 1s awesome!

ining My family had a tradition of getting together for the annual Thanksgiving hunt; something we all looked forward to.
When the corn has turned, the crisp November breeze is blowing and Hawkeye football is on

§ WHO radio on Saturday afternoon, my thoughts go to my youth growing up in Iowa. It may be

only where the tall corn grows, but it’s also where the long-tailed birds grow too!

Wally Hilgenberg

o All-American and All-
Big Ten lowa Hawkeye
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he Wildlife Diversity Program

(WDP) just might be among

the best kept secrets of the
[owa Department of Natural
Resources. That's due to budget
rather than design. This small
program actually oversees more
varieties of wildlife than does all the
rest of the DNR’s wildlife bureau
that has been historically associated
with research and management of
traditional “game™ species.
Anonymity 1s quickly disappearing.
however, with the bureau’s emphasis
on conserving all of lowa’s 500-
some species of birds, mammals,
reptiles and amphibians. Even
better, since 2002 the WDP has
been receiving federal grants
primarily aimed at improving the lot
of lowa’s too-frequently-overlooked
“nongame” wildhfe.

For some 20 years, WDP has
struggled along with a small staff,
usually averaging four full-time
employees, trying to study and
provide for the needs of a nearly
bewildering array of creatures. The
struggle mostly stemmed from a lack
of sufficient funding. Management
of the state’s popular game and sport
fisheries has long been supported by
the sale of hunting, fishing and fur
harvester licenses, and through a
system of self-imposed federal
manufacturers’ fees from the sale of
hunting and fishing equipment.
Species under auspices of the WDP
have managed to subsist chiefly as a
side benefit to good management of
game and sport fish, and the consci-
entious efforts of many dedicated
wildlife and fisheries managers.
Typical mid-growth oak-hickory

forest is a valuable neotropical
songbird habitat.

Other means for funding WDP
activities have been attempted, some
realizing small measures of success.
others failing completely. About half
of WDP’s annual budget currently
comes from the so-called “Chickadee
Checkoff” through which conserva-
tion-minded lowans can donate a
portion of expected tax returns when
completing their lowa Form 1040,
Additional funds are received from
the sale of an annual nongame
support certificate, a small number of
publications and other donations or
gifts from the public. In recent years
tax checkoft income has fallen and
the WDP’s budget has been supple-
mented with a small amount of Fish
and Wildlife Trust Fund dollars

just enough to keep the program

running. Efforts to create national
funding by placing a manufacturer’s
fee on various kinds of outdoor
recreation equipment failed in Con-
gress due to industry opposition.
Another effort to fund nongame
programs nationwide known as the
Conservation and Restoration Act
(CARA) was on its way to likely
congressional passage in 2001 when
the September |1 terrorist attacks
diverted national attention — and
budgets — and the measure died.

A ghmmer of hope arose from
the ashes of 9-11, however, as
Congress promised to annually
appropriate money directed to wildlife
diversity needs of all states and
territories, plus native American
tribes. Last year, lowa began receiv-
ing its allocation of annually appropri-
ated funds. which actually were
granted beginning with fiscal year

by Douglas C. Harr

2001. lTowa recently received its third
year of appropriations, officially
termed “state and tribal wildhife
grants” but generally called state
wildlife grants, or SWGs.

This money is not granted without
some strings attached. FY2001
grants required a 3-to-1 match of
federal and state dollars, and subse-
quent grants have required a dollar-
for-dollar match. In a time of tight
state government budgets, and an
already minuscule WDP budget, 1t
has been difficult to find matching
dollars so as not to lose these federal
funds. If funds are not obligated to
projects by annual deadline dates,
remaining unobligated dollars may be
redistributed to other states. But as
could be expected in lowa, many
traditional and new friends of the
DNR arrived to help find much of the
necessary match. Some important
contributors to date include Des
Moines Audubon Society, Ducks
Unlimited, lowa Natural Heritage
Foundation, National Fish & Wildlife
Foundation, National Wild Turkey
Federation, Pheasants Forever, The
Nature Conservancy, plus individual
donors. The DNR’s Fish and Wild-
life Trust Fund, although strapped for
funds, also has been tapped to assure
completion of some projects.

So what has WDP been spending
SWG funds for? A review of
projects funded to date 1s in order,
followed by a brief glimpse at some
things currently on the drawing board.

First funded with the new federal
grants was protection of a 240-acre
addition to the Kellerton Bird Conser-
vation Area in Ringgold County. This
has provided prime habitat for lowa’s
rare greater prairie chicken and

several other declining species of




orassland birds. The next project
preserves 80-acres of mid-growth

oak-hickory timber as an addition to

Below: Wildlife Research
Biologist Todd Gosselink holds
sedated bobcat that has been
fitted with a radio tracking collar.
Right: Waterfowl, songbirds and
bats move freely between three
major wildlife areas surrounding
the Top of lowa Wind Farm, near
Joice.

Stephens State Forest in Lucas
County. The parcel will be assigned
to the DNRs forestry bureau, but
will be managed with the needs of
migrant songbirds and federally
endangered Indiana bats in mind.
Because the FY2001 allocation
was allowed to be used for “wildlife
related education and recreation”™
projects, monies will be used to
reprint the popular Bats of lowa
booklet, much in demand and out-of-
print for some time now. In Clay
County, purchase of an abandoned

raillroad rnight-of-way comes close to

linking two major tracts of state land,

the Hawk Valley Wildlife Manage-
ment Area (WMA) and Little Sioux
River WMA. Old prairie remnants
and other grassland here will pre-
serve songbird habitat from loss to
plow or pasture.

Beginning with FY 2002 appro-
priations, tighter restrictions were
placed on how federal dollars could
be used. now directing them at
research and management for
“species of greatest conservation
need.” Four important wildlife
research projects presently are
underway. An obvious natural
increase in bobcats seen across much
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of Towa has raised questions about
these rather secretive wild felines.
So, the DNR initiated a pilot study to
learn more about bobcat movements
and survival in lowa. Some live-
captured animals will be fitted with
radio telemetry collars and others
with Global Positioning System (GPS)
collars to compare these two tracking
devices. Bobcats are now common
enough that the DNR has proposed
taking them off the list of threatened
wildlife. Information from this
research study will be useful to
determine a management strategy
once this protection has been re-
moved.

Three research projects involving
birds are underway across northern
[owa. At the Top of lowa Wind
Farm, near the town of Joice, lowa
State University researchers are

Approximately 140 acres of grasslands and restorable wetlands were
purchased as part of the Larry Wilson Legacy Wetlands project.

September/October 2003 @ Jowa Conservationist
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studying the possible mortality effects
of wind energy turbines on songbirds,
waterfowl and bats. ISU’'s Coopera-
tive Fish and Wildlite Research Unit
1s providing the required match for
this project, along with another that 1s
imvestigating habitat use and nest
success of grassland birds at Spring
Run WMA near Arnolds Park. A
third project, with matching funds
from ISU"s Natural Resource Ecol-
ogy and Management Department, 18
conducting a similar study of bird
response to prairie restoration at I'he
Nature Conservancy’s Broken Kettle
Preserve near Sioux City,

Other i;lmiw;lpc protection
projects aimed at improving habitat
for nongame wildlife include a 74-
acre addition to the Waterman Prairie
WMA 1n O'Brien County preserving
habitat for river otters, songbird and
migratory bald eagles. A similar-
sized addition to the Big Sioux River
WMA 1n Lyon County will serve a
variety of nongame species and.
comcidentally, protect a Native
A 240-
acre site above Rock Creek State

American archeological site.

Park in Jasper County will provide
rich grassland habaitat for songbirds
and 1s being cost-shared through a
combination of state lake restoration
and Sport Fisheries Restoration funds.
A small impoundment will help

protect aquatic species and the
watershed of Rock Creek Lake.

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service’s regional federal aid office
are submitting several new projects
for final approval. These include a
three-year extension and expansion of
the bobcat research project, protec-
tion of an important bald eagle winter
roost site on the Des Moines River,
construction of a native prairie seed
production facility to aid in nongame

and other wildhite habitat restoration

'-12 Conservationist & September/October 200)

and assistance with the WDP's
ettorts to restore magnificent trum-
peter swans to lowa. Future projects
currently under consideration include
a major addition to another of the
DNR’s new bird conservation areas
and protection of habitat for some
increasingly rare varieties of reptiles
and amphibians.

[t may have been a long time
coming but state wildlife grants have
finally given wings to lowa’'s Wildlife
Diversity Program. Congressional
action currently underway will likely
assure federal funds for fiscal vear
2004 but tight federal budgets could
still threaten to reduce or eliminate
SWGs in the future. In addition, the
DNR and 1ts many partners still have
struggled to find all necessary match-

ing funds. A bill that passed the lowa

Senate last spring would increase the
purchase price of lowa’s specialty
REAP license plates — the popular
coldfinch and wild rose license. This
proposed increase would be ear-
marked only to match SWG federal
funds (currently all REAP license
sales go into a general Resource
Enhancement and Protection program
account, none of which goes to the

WDP)

upon the shoulders of the lowa House

Fate of this bill now rests

of Representatives when the General

Assembly reconvenes next January. l

Harr is the wildlife

diversity bioloeist for the .:{rl'fi'.:ff'f-
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= | Excellence Awards

n Recognizing Leadership and Innovation in Natural Resources
| Iowa businesses, organizations and individuals are invited to apply for the 2003 Governor's
— | Alowa Environmental Excellence Awards. This premier environmental awards program,
| sponsored by Governor Vilsack and the State of lowa, recognizes leadership and innovation
IN the protection of lowa’s water, land and air
“We are very excited to recognize lowans who have worked to protect and enhance our
state’s natural resources,” said Jeffrey Vonk, director of the lowa Department of Natural
Resources. “Their work is critical to the future health and vitality of our state.”
~ Awards will be given for overall environmental excellence and special recognition in water
quality, waste management, energy efficiency/renewable energy, air quality and habitat
restoration/development.
Who Can Apply Deadline:
I'ne following organiz 15 ar€ Applications are due by November 10,
encouraged to f'F_-Ji_‘Jfr" 2003. Awards will be announced and
Community/Local Government presente 1 in January 2004
small Business or Industry (up to 200
mployees) To Obtain an Application:
[_c__'H{'_'J{‘ Business or Industt V (more than Download an ar PP Nication al
200 employees) WWW.lowadnr.com/other/ee/ or contact
Institution/Public Sector Fac IH % Jill Cornell, Department of Natural
(hospital, college, school, etc .,| Resources (515) 281-0879;
Agriculture (operation, f'?'”'””' or othe E-mail: Jill.Cornell@dnr.state.ia.us
ag-related business or organization)
i Service/Civic/Nonprofit Organization
(Kiwanis, Lions Club, Pheasants
Forever, etc.)
WS

Sponsored by: Governor's Office @ lowa Department of Natural Resources € lowa Department of
Agriculture and Land Stewardship € lowa Department of Economic Development @ lowa Department of
Education € lowa Department or Public Health € lowa Waste Reduction Center
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Return
of the
Osprey

Article and photos by
[Lowell Washburn

Taking Aim — A male osprey
launches an attack on Alliant
Energy’s Terry Heidebrink (right)
and Kirk Smith. The Alliant wildlife
enthusiasts went to the top of a
65-foot nest structure located on
the Spirit Lake Middle School
outdoor classroom to remove the
first osprey chick produced in
lowa in more than a century.
After receiving a quick health
check up and being fitted with
numbered leg bands, the young
bird was returned to its nest.

“’14 lowa Conservationist @ September/October 2003

[t 1s history in the making. For
the first time since pioneer settle-
ment, wild ospreys are successfully
nesting in lowa.

“This 1s an exciting time. The
opportunity to observe nesting
ospreys 1s just something that people
don’t get to see here,” said DNR
wildlife technician Tim Waltzto a
crowd of more than 100 wildlife
enthusiasts gathered at the Spirit
Lake Middle School in July. They
were witnessing the banding of the
first documented osprey chick ever
produced in the wild in lowa.

“We're privileged to have the
birds here. The ospreys offer a
tremendous educational opportunity,
and a lot of people are taking advan-
tage of that,” said Waltz.

“This first successful nest didn’t

just happen. It is the result of a lot

cooperation among a lot of people.”

Spirit Lake’s osprey saga began
two years ago when DNR fisheries
technician and birding enthusiast, Ed
Thelen accompanied his son Nathan,
to a baseball game at the Spirit Lake
High School. While sitting in the
bleachers., Thelen observed an adult
osprey circling above the ball dia-
mond. Even more unusual was that
the bird carried a large stick in its
talons. Scanning the field, Thelen
noticed that three of the diamond’s
light poles had piles of sticks wedged
into the light brackets. The evidence
was overwhelming that wild ospreys
were attempting to establish a
territory in northwest lowa.

[ate that fall, a specialized nest
structure was installed a few hundred
yards away at the Middle School’s
outdoor classroom. Taller and more

secure than the light poles, the struc- chicks
ture consisted of a 65-foot utility pole | @
equipped with a raccoon barrier on the | ™ 8
bottom and a four foot square nesting | "
platform at the top. | and ar

“The folks at Alliant Energy were three \
a tremendous help on this project,” Young
said Waltz. “They donated and s0uth

installed the pole, supplied the trucks.
everything. Alliant employees have
done all the work during their off duty | e
time. It’s been great.”
The ospreys agreed. When the
pair returned 1n the spring of 2002,
they immediately took up residence on
the new structure. After constructing

a nest on the platform, the pair pro-
duced a single egg that failed to hatch.
“Everyone was disappointed by
that, but the important thing was the

pair was firmly established on the
site,” said Pat Schlarbaum of the
DNR s wildlife diversity program.
“The good news is that the ospreys
returned again this summer and are
now being successful.”

By using a spotting scope to read
leg band numbers, biologists have been
able to identify the female as a bird
from Lake Minnetonka in central
Minnesota. The female osprey is six
years old.

“Although the male is also banded.
we have not been able to get a reading
on him,” said Schlarbaum.

“We do know that males tend to
establish territories very near to where Vo
they learned to fly, and I think it’s safe | the g
to speculate that the bird came from
Heron Lake in southern Minnesota.
That’s only about thirty miles north of
here, and Heron Lake has been the
site of osprey reintroductions.”

According to Schlarbaum, osprey
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chicks begin testing their wings at
about 53 days of age. Young ospreys
may attempt catching their own fish
within three or four days on the wing,
and are totally self-sufficient within
three weeks of leaving the nest.
Young birds follow their parents

south and spend the winter in Central
and South America.

It is here that a unique aspect of
the species’ life history unfolds. As
spring starts to invade the northern
hemisphere, adult ospreys begin the

With a cherry picker and
volunteers from Alliant Energy,
the osprey chick is removed from
the nest for banding.

long journey to summer nesting areas.
Young ospreys, however, stay put
where they have spent the winter and
do not return north until the following
year.

Historically, thismigration
strategy allowed young ospreys to
enjoy greater survival. Today,
scientists speculate that much of that
advantage may be lost as young birds
are exposed to increased levels of
pesticides that continue to contami-
nate South American watersheds.
Also, young ospreys are routinely
shot by aquaculturists who view the
fish-eating birds as competitors.

“Ospreys have a hunting style
that 1s as unique and dynamic as any
of our birds of prey,” said
Schlarbaum.

“They hover, and when they spot
a fish they dive right in and go get it.

DNR wildlife technician, Tim Waltz
(left) holds on to a young osprey as
Alliant Energy’s, Terry Heidebrink

attaches a numbered metal leg band.

More than 100 wildlife enthusiasts
turned out to watch the event — the
first wild-produced osprey ever

banded in the history of the state.




The male osprey brings liner

material (grass) tor the nest.

When it comes to watchable wildlife
it just doesn’t get any better. This 1s
a highly desirable wildlife species, and
everyone is obviously thrilled to have
these birds nesting on the outdoor
classroom.™

Schlarbaum noted that a second
osprey pair established a successful
nest last summer at Lake Macbride in
Johnson County. That nest, which
was about a week behind the Spirit
[ake pair, produced three young.

Scientists regard the osprey as a
“true biological indicator™ bird spe-
cies. During the 1950s, ospreys were
nearly driven to extinction when DDT
contamination fouled North
America’s waterways. Because of
their tragic connection to pesticide
poisoning, ospreys (along with
peregrine falcons and bald eagles)
served as “canaries in the mine
shaft” while alerting humans to the
dangers that accompany the unregu-
lated use of highly persistent pesti-
cides.

“Hopefully this 1s just the begin-
ning for lowa ospreys,” said Thelen.

“*Maybe someday their comeback
will be as successful as what we're

currently seeing with bald eagles.

-

4{.’ Lol i IVALIOmIAL @ ‘\-_'[-|;;;:i-k; COctober 20003

'800-291-2183
hbright@ac g‘rqdﬁ.cc www.ionxchange.com

lon Exchange

“Native Seed and Plant Nur;.’sory

I

PR\ e

=)




 Wildlife Trees/Shrubs

* lowa Grown Seedlings
e Tree Planting, T.S.I

* Forestry Consulting

800-596-9437
FAX 563-852-5004
Cascade. |A 52033

E-mail: cascacle @ netins.net

Marke
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7-week complete course or
weekend classes on deer,
fish. birds, and mammals

Hutton Valley

School of Taxidermy

Roger Hutton, owner/instructor
2514 Victory Lane
St. Charles, |IA 50240
641-396-2760
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We hunt Pheasants, Qualil,
and Chukar Partridge.
We also have Sporting Clays.
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— Come Hunt
with us!

ARROWHEAD HUNTING CLUB
3529 170™ Street
Goose Lake, IA

Timber for Sale

Dallas Co. Adel Twp. Sec 18

35 A. 10 Tillable 25 A Timber
along Racoon River
Contact Mike Nissly

641-648-4285

P VAN'S
. TAXIDERMY

~¢ STUDIO

641-792-3884
_N EWTON, I_A

www.cascadeforestry.com 563-577-2267

\ huttontx @ netins.net /

Moulton Locker
112 S. Main St.
Moulton, IA 52572
641-642-3422

.\, Best Deer Summer
{I:_"-;_’J Sausage and Jerky
[ A Anywhere!

$
Custom Butchering
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? OCHEL

\ 8 A Hunting &
Recreation Retreat
8:30-5:30 Mon.-Fri. QAR UL
8:30-6:00 Thurs.
8:30-5:00 Sot.
1:00-3:00 Sunduys
during camping season

319_636_9191 welwme “l .nﬁumahle H“*“H"‘ :' '\"' '_r'_"
Toll Free Boating
an'ﬁaﬁ'mgl Whether hunting or fishing, the

Briggs & Stratton Outboard is
WWW.Jaspersrv.com '1'-L1 SN S oA
pnoeda 10

Financing
Available

wilderness! Any ol

naw log cabing will make
a wondariul gol-a-way

ol oF your family

1333 Fontana Blvd,
Hwy. 150 S of Hazlelon
| mile frum Foolana Park

HAZLETON

1A 50641

beds  Ohpen Year Round

712-446-2503
www.iowaoutback.com
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et you R ¢ BOYD’S SAUSAGE COMPANY
back WS & e 626 Hwy | South
Llies Z Washington, IA 52353
319-653-5715

There is no
substitute for quality

Come see us for all vour

snacks for the hunt
* Beef Jerky » Beef Sucks
* Boyd's Bologna » Wisconsin Cheese

Central lowa's
Finest Sporting
Goods Shop!

Hunting « Fishing « Camping
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1575 East Euclid Sakls o
Des Moines, IA 50313 SRR ICKS

(515) 266-3166 o Jerky

All Deer Products are Fully
Processed and Smoked in Houses
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We Have the Brands You are Hunting For!

* Rine Boloena

* SUMINEr Sausise

Browning

Benell

Flambeau

Hunter Specialties
Innotek

Lohman

Bushell
Garmin
MNikon
Shimano

Remington
winchester
Abu Garcia
Berkley
Fenwick
St. Croix

RV SALES & SERVICE

| 190 PLAZA DR. » I-380 EXIT 68 « ELK RUN HEIGHTS, IA « PARTS-HITCHES
Bruce Paine, Owner + AlR CONDITIONERS

‘ Bus. 319-234-3039 + 1-800-286-3039 JANNINGS €TC |

. SERVICE & REPAIRS
www.painesrv.com

« TRAILERS & 5TH WHEELS

4723 West Lincoln Way, Ames, lowa
292-2276 - M-F 9-8 Sat.-Sun. 11-6
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Field trial & Gun doe Training
Brick H LllL
Box 358

Rockwell, A 50469

641-592-4298

641-227-3090

--"“‘”J|m 5 Gun & Pawn Sh0p_—""
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Sprindale
Cabana
il Down

ockwood F

SALES x SERVICE x PARTS
Hwy 71 & 86, Milford, lowa 51351 * 712-338-4225

One of Southern lowa's Oldest and
Finest hunting establishments.
This is our 17t year to provide
hunters great habitat for deer, upland birds,
turkey and wonderful lodging.

Lexington Hunt Club

Call or wnite for a brochure.

LEXINGTON HUNT CLUB
Bedford, lowa 50833 « 712-523-2177

Rq creational Vehic |t 'S

- LASSO E RV INC.

SALES » SERVICE » PARTS

12942 Amber Rd. X44, Anamosa, |A 52205
Ph. 319-462-3258 =« 1-800-798-3511

WWW. rucentralmc com

— " '-Jr.‘i:"" Road
,-r- i . — I—:f"‘tA'
Big Sky Montana
Montana
Sprinter

Jazz
-."u1iral':-]':.:'
Sprindale

\,
r #r...'I \L‘ Cabana
\ Rockwood Fold Down

SALES * SERVICE x PARTS
Hwy. 60 South, Sheldon, lowa * 712-324-5395

Email: rvdu@nethtc.net

éENTRAL IOWA ARCHERY & SPDRTING
5201 NE 1It11 St, Suite
Des Maoines A 50313
Brady Brunlng
Phone. (515) 266-3912 ¥ Fax: (515) 266-3934
SOUTHERN ARCHERY
PO Box 1030 ¥ Highway 18 East
Spencer, lowa 51301
Ted Bruning
Phone: (712) 262-7213 ¥ Fax: (712) 262-8149
SOUTHERN ARCHERY NORTH
155 Chestnut Street
Mankato. MN 56001
Shane Bruning

erﬁr (507) 625-7TBAT7 ¥ Fax: (507) 625-5804

IOWA ARCHERY & SPORTING

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT THE OTHER
MEMBERS OF OUR SPORTING FAMILY

SPORTSMAN S OUTFITTERS \
1310 S, 5th Ave. East
Newton, lowa 50208
Bill Webster
Phone: (641) 792-5092 ¥ Fax: (641) 791-2732

BLUFFS ARCHERY OUTFITTERS
721 W. S. Omaha Bridge Rd
Council Bluffs, lowa 51501
Steve Ellis
Phone: (712) 366-2500 ¥ Fax: (712) 366-7126

SIOUXLAND SPORTS
413 Nebraska
Sioux City, lowa 51106

Rob Brandhagen
Phone/Fax: (712) 234-0028 j
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Bluff Harbor Marina

Just North of Great River Bridge
N. Front St, Burlington, lowa

Jack Smith Gun Sales
2627180 "

X "‘ .‘ WAl i\'-l
S0 MO we sel 888-917-3627 » 319-753-2590
* Remington k0l

* Higher Level of Service
* Lower Price

www.bluffharbor.com

_BPERCURY

The Water Calls

I We sella[l major * Beretta
Madgmes * Winchester

shotguns.  » S3vage
L :':1[ ? - 8 Ruger

fillton Sho pping,

P + Armalite

East 29th & HJDDE'“

Bird Hunting

visiT- LA K K S
VERMILION

I 1&&“ J Hunting Preserve
“Minnesota'’s Most

QIR Sporting Clays
Beautiful Lake”

T St s _ Booking Fall Hunts Now!
Fantastic Fall Fishing Pheasant, Quail, Chukar
Bird & Bear Hllnting Home of World Champion

SL';L\[]iLt D]‘i‘\‘;CH F":Itq'{f.').lr.'l'hl‘fr.’ "p'.qh'lr"h .IFJH””

Vacation info. on 38 resorts
1 200 miles of structure

Larry, Lisa & Halev Dunn, Owners
3353 Plymouth Avenue
365 1slands Eddyville, lowa 52553

1-800-648-5897 (641) 969-4387

lakevermilionresorts.com | Est. 1996

Amierican Wildlife

t Association
Sports Club is

an outstanding
business/invest-

ment opportunity

for the enterprising,
business-focused
individual who'’s

also an outdoorsman.

P;'mriding hun

] fishing, etc. to members local &
nationwide * 14

_ r hlstury Exceptional fun & profit

tlllfe Association Sports Club
w.am-wildlife.com

_]_alace

Geode State Park is centered

around a reservoir, created in
1950, that is now a popular
fishing lake and swimming

10 MILES WEST OF BURLINGTON, IOWA ON HWYS. 79 AND 34

spot. A series of multi use
trails circumnavigate the lake,
forming a six mile loop.

Visit Historic

Snake
Alley

Bﬁ]rlington [owa!

.’ ﬂ W A
Bmhnﬂrmr 4rea
Convention & {ourism Bureau

www.visit.burlington.ia.us
or call 800-827-4837

CLASSIC

QOutdoor Wood Furnace

* Total heat for your home, shop, pool
domestic water and more

* Unmaltched eficiency and backed by
the best warranty in the industry

» Adapls easily to new or existing

heating system

www.centralboiler.com

Cole’s Outdoor
Wood Stoves
Plainfield, 1A
319-276-3085

Glen’s Outdoor

Hydro-Wood Heat
Swisher, |IA

319-857-4010

Wirkler Sales
Joe Wirkler
Garnavillo, 1A
563-964-2753

Dean Meier
Wood Heat
Woodward, |A
515-438-2120

WE OFFER FINANCING!
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ake Geode

State Par

Clay Smuth

NmkKemnns

A Southeast |
[owa Gem

Articleby Ul G. Konigand
Sarah Franklin-Tharp

When people hear the word
geode, most think of the sparkling
crystal-filled stone that 1s lowa’s
state rock. Maybe that’s what |
park founders had in mind when |
they envisioned a lake nestled in a
rugged southeast lowa valley.

Because if you visit Lake Geode

on a crisp, clear afternoon when

the shore 1s lined with the reds.

vellows and oranges of autumn.

and the sun’s rays are dancing on

the deep blue water, you can see

why the comparison to a sparkling
“geode”™ might make sense. |

A look back n history,
however, will show “geode™ was |
not the chosen name when the |
park was founded in 1937. In fact,
it wasn't even the second choice.
[LLake Geode was originally known
as Flint Hills State Park, and later.
Danville State Park, before the |
current name was finally adopted. |
The name really seems to have
originated from the numerous |

deposits of geodes in the area.
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LOWER LEFT: Lake Geode,
nestled in the wooded hills of
southeast lowa, is known for its
quality bluegill fishing.

LEFT: Geode State Park earned
Its name for the rich deposits of
the crystal-filled stone found in
the area.

RIGHT: Young kids get an
education on furbearers during
a program presented by one of
the DNR'’s seasonal naturalists.

Although choosing a name
for the park may appear to have
been convoluted, developing the
area was not. In 1t’s first 10
years, the park expanded from a
small 33-acre woodland with one
picnic shelter and a park office to
a sprawling 1.640-acre woodland
filled with oak and hickory trees
and deep ravines.

In 1950, the valley was
excavated and widened, and the
largest creek in the park was
dammed. With that, 186-acre
Lake Geode was born. At the
same time, roads and facilities

. ' " Geode State Park

were developed and the
park soon became a
premiere recreational
destination for southeast
l[owans. Today, Geode
still serves southeast
[owa and visitors from
many other locales with
1t’s camping facilities
and various other
attractions and activities.
Many are surprised —
after driving through
miles of flat agricultural
land — to find the thick,
cool wooded hills of
Geode at the end of their
drive.

Geode’s 186-site
campground is located

O

Clay Smith

on a plateau in the
center of the park.
Nearly half (96) of the sites are
electrical. There are also two
shower and rest room buildings,
including one that is just a year
old. Many of the tent campsites
rest under a canopy of trees,
creating a shady “woodsy™ feel to
the nonelectric sites.

The park’s trails provide
hiking, mountain biking,

of our
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Parks are part

electric co-op.

Eleotric cooperatives displaying the |
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hundreds of other memberowned
elecmnic coops in a natiomwide
marketing aliance dedicated m
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snowmobiling and cross country
skiing opportunities. Those who
use the trails, though, may want
to pack a lunch, because the main
trail around the lake is a hilly,
winding eight-mile jaunt. It has
become popular for mountain
biking due to its challenging
nature. Many people who come
and discover the trails
become regulars,
whether on bike or by

| foot. Anytime of year

| you will be able to
observe natural beauty
and wildlife along these
trails. From a hunting
cooper's hawk, to the
howl of a coyote, to the
seemingly magical
appearance of a spring
morel, there 1s always
something to see or hear.

September'October 2003 o lowa Conservationist
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ARKS PROFILE

There are plenty of activities

for everyone at Geode State
Park, including a playground

where Kids can kick up their

heels and parents can take a
break.

For those looking for a
more relaxing experience, a day
on the beach might just be the
answer. Located on the north-
east shore of the lake, the

Clav Somuth

beach 1s typically busy from
Memorial Day through Labor
Day. Concessions are available

voice and fund-raising efforts.

on site, as well as rest room
facilities. The concession area For the angler, Lake Geode 1s
offers boat rental, bait, camping known forits bluegill fishing.

supplies and park information. There are also good populations
An old bathhouse still of largemouth bass, crappie,
channel catfish and redear

sunfish. Much of the reason for

stands on the beach, however it
1s currently closed to the public.
the good fishing can be traced

back to a 1981 renovation project

That may change. The Friends
of Geode support group 1s

currently raising funds to initiated in response to a growing
restore the bathhouse to a population of nuisance gizzard

modern open shelter and lodge shad. The lake was drained. the

facility. The friends group was gizzard shad were removed, fish
recentlv reformed after some habitat was added and the lake
years of inactivity, hoping was restocked with game fish.
several park improvements can Boaters can access the lake

be brought about through their

via two ramps on the east side.

The PARKS OF VAN BUREN COUNTY

Year-round outdoor activities at some of lowa’s
largest parks and in lowa’s largest contiguous forest:

* Lacey-Keosauqua State Park e hunting * fishing

= Lake Sugema Recreation Area
« Shimek State Forest

i «|ndian Lake Park

* Maorris Park » cabins = shelters » RV hook-ups

* hiking / biking

« Canoeing k{]'.',;]h_|!14}

s CAampNg - primitive & moderm
» Van Buren County * picnic anda piayground areas

Conservation Parks * Cross-country skiing

* Des Moines River « snowmobile trails

1-800-868-7822 for information

www.villagesofvanburen.com

ows Conservationist « September/October 2003

Shoreline anglers have plenty of
access throughout the park. Both
boat ramps are currently undergo-
ing renovation, and three silt-
retention ponds are being built in
the watershed to help boost water
clarity and quality in the lake.
Future plans also call for the

construction of five rental cabins in
an existing picnic area, overlooking
the lake on the southeast side of the

park.

Throughout the winding roads
and thick timber, Geode offers
beautiful scenic picnic areas to

relax and enjoy the outdoors. Four

open picnic shelters — one a
historic stone structure with a
unique fireplace — serve all
occasions and can be reserved at
the park office.

Several notable lowa land-
marks exist within the park. A
small pioneer cemetery, located
near the west entrance of the park,

contains grave markers dating back
as early as the 1830s. Just off the
trail from the east entrance, hikers

r—
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will find an area once known by within a 25-mile radius of kling beauty of this southeast lowa

Native Americans as “Bald Eagle Burlington, Ft. Madison and Mt. gem.

Mound.” The flat, mesa-like top Pleasant. Whether you're in Mt.

of the mound was said to have Pleasant for Old Thresher’'s Re-

been used by the Sauk and Fox union or visiting historic Ulf G. Konig is the park

tribes for racing ponies. Burlington and Ft. Madison, 1t’s manager and Sarah Franklin-
Geode offers a little bit of always worth making the short Tharp is the park ranger at

something for everyone and i1s drive to Geode to enjoy the spar- Geode State Park.

i )

LAKEGEODEATAGLANCE
LOCATION: The 1.640-acre park is located in the southeast corner of Henry County, near Denmark and
Danville. Burlington is 10 miles east and New London is six miles north.
FISHING: Prime attraction is an 186-acre lake built in 1950. It is well-known for its largemouth bass,
bluegill, crappie, channel catfish, bullhead, redear sunfish and tiger muskie fishing.
CAMPING: There are 186 campsites, 96 with electricity. Two modern rest rooms available, along with a
sewer dump station. There are two camp pads and a rest room that are accessible to the mobility impaired.
P PP Y
of TRAILS: Several trails will challenge the typical
L
e hiker. The main trail winds along the lake
ot 1 AR ERS s R ANAS A0 LNC, 108G, 0 T T st T R L R e e e
50 from the north end to the dam. A portion eg) |
a0~ ) N FHERE
< of the trail has been developed as a L= |__@____ L5 |
: : : | MM?T"”“!I E5 MBINES GO s 1] " By L...,
(s nature trail; a printed brochure identifies 2N~ | 7
i points of interest. Another trail begins at l Ny A— : ;’!
{er .  S— ) _,_1.:__ LRLMNGTOMN %30 i
the dam on the west side of the lake and e () F{J i /
, . — (61) ! P
ends at picnic shelter number one. 4 et
. PICNICKING: Geode State park is one of the most ==z ——- ._,_._! : o
JUILRY - o , : : i {7 i
i scenic and popular picnicking destinations in IR :
OKINE iy, [ ol
i southeast lowa. Several open picnic shelters | - :
¥ 'if . i ' PR i
k are available that may be reserved though 5o A e i
- i =3 e = I %RL_I}I’;GE?\J 10MILES &
s the park manager. There 1s also one i : =
0ads L . EiE
i picnic site accessible by the mobility :
- - - |
impaired. |
} . .
Li" BOATING: Boats with any size motor :
-Qul
are allowed at no-wake speed. j
| FUN FACTS: The geode, for which the it
: : o F+ PICNIC AREA
park is named, brings “rock hounds™ to the #  RESTROOM
area in search of the elusive stone. Several geodes, I SEHRILER
d at : : . . ) e BOAT RAMP
with their mysterious crystal formations and NG TRAIL
hollow cavities, are on display in the : - MULTLUSE T;M
g 5 - - MOLUNTAIN BIKE
j campground. Remember, removing } e MULTEUSE TRARL
H HIK NG
3 geodes and other natural materials, with : e
od : : . !
5 the exception of mushrooms, nuts, fruits and % SrEA et
mark, i : el % i o 2640 5280 f
Py berries, from state parks is prohibited. ’ el — =k
7 B \.h - . - A~ S f m
g CONTACT: 3249 Racine Avenue, Danville, lowa R f
e Q%B: (319) 392-4601; Geode(@dnr.state.ia.us. i /
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NSERVATION 101

From Timber To Table: Part 1

— Article by A. Jay Winter € Photos by Austin and Alex Winter

Deer hunting in lowa 1s
undoubtedly some of the best in
the nation. It annually draws
thousands of hunters to the field,
provides hours of recreation and
generates millions of dollars for
the lowa economy. In fact, it has
been estimated deer hunters
spent the equivalent of 1.3 million
days hunting deer in lowa last
year, generated $150 million in
revenue for the state and saved
their families another $14 million
on grocery bills.

[’ve done my part supporting
the local economy, as my wife
can attest. And | have enjoyed
countless hours 1n the field. But
some of my greatest pleasures in
relation to deer hunting have
come at the dinner table. Veni-
son 1s a healthy part of the dinner
table, and tasty one at that — 1f it
1s properly prepared. Proper
preparation, however, begins in
the field, not after it 1s processed
for consumption. To take a deer
from the field to the table is not
that complicated 1f you follow a
few simple steps.

This two-part series will take
a look at what 1t takes to get a
deer from the timber to the table.

STEP 1

The first thing to remember 1s
what you do before the shot may
have as much to do with the
quality of the finished product as
what you do after. A quick, clean

ol U onservationist = '\;'J’ul;_|||'1nr1h_:||f'-_| R LK

killing shot 1s not only ethical, it
reduces meat waste and results 1n

a better tasting product. The target

area 1s the heart and lungs, in the
middle of the body immediately
behind the front shoulders.

STEP 2

Make sure the deer is dead.
Approach from behind and poke 1t
with a stick. Be observant of the
eyes or any other signs of life.
Once that is confirmed, 1t 1s a very
good time to take pictures, using
natural surroundings for a back-
drop.

STEP 3

The deer must be tagged within

15 minutes of the kill or before 1t 1s
moved. whichever occurs first.
Make sure to write the date of kill

— -

Nia

-1.11.:

| 1:
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in the appropriate space on the tag. dlio

[f attaching the tag to the leg. thread

it through a small incision between Cay|
the tendon and the leg bone on the ‘
rear leg to make 1t more secure. )

STE{P 4 -1"‘]1‘:

|
Observe the deer to determine |
where the deer was hit, if the bullet/ |} ¢

e I Y
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UPPER LEFT: The proper
equipment makes any job
easier and more efficient.

LOWER LEFT: When
opening the abdominal cavity
(Step 7), quide the knife with
your fingers to avoid cutting
too deep.

BELOW: Enlisting the help of
a friend or family member
makes the task easier and
more enjoyable.

arrow s still inside the deer (if
the arrow 1s still inside the deer
proceed with caution) and 1f the
deer should be moved to facilitate
easier field dressing (i.e. off of a
hill, out of the brush, etc.).

STEP 5

Wearing gloves (either latex,
or better yet, latex over long
plastic gloves) is a good i1dea
when handling or dressing any
animal. First cut around the anus,
with your knife angled toward the
outside of the pelvic cavity.

STEP 6

Cut the trachea immediately
in front of the front legs. This will
allow you to remove it and the
organs from the upper chest
cavity more easily (in step 10).

STEP 7

Next, open the abdominal
cavity. Straddle the deer between
its hindquarters with its legs
extended upward. Make a small

incision in the deer underside, just
above the hind legs, making sure
not to cut too deep and rupture
any of the organs. Insert your
pointer and index fingers in the
incision and allow your knife to lay
(blade up) between your fingers
until you reach the rib cage.

STEP 8

To open the rib cage, locate
the soft spot (cartilage) where the
ribs meet the sternum. Place the
knife’s edge facing toward the
deer’s head, point down and
handle firmly in hand. and cut
through the cartilage toward the
neck. If you follow this method, a
small pocket knife will do the job.

STEP 9
The last thing to cut free is the
diaphragm, a muscular membrane
in the middle of the cavity. Cut
the membrane next to the outside
of the abdominal wall all the way
around the cavity.

STEP 10

Reach inside the abdominal
cavity in front of the hind legs, to
pull the intestine, etc. through the
pelvic cavity.

STEP 11
Lay the deer on its side and
remove all the internal organs.

STEP 12

Dragging the deer and
loading it 1n a vehicle 1s best done
with the help of a friend. But if
you are alone, a rope will no
doubt make the process easier.

Good luck in the field this fall.
Hopefully these steps will help
you whether you are a veteran of
the deer woods or beginner giving
the sport a try for the first time.

A. Jay Winter is a training
officer for the department at
the Springbrook Conservation
Education Center near Guthrie
Center.



KiIDS’ CORNER
Air Quality’s Most Wanted List

By Brian Button and Alan Foster

['rading cards are as much a
part of growing up today as they
were a generation ago. Maybe
more so given the fact Pokemon
and YuGiOh cards are capturing
an audience that has no interest in
the traditional baseball and
football cards.

I'rading cards

hal\ £

56 | 1 Conservaliomst « Seplember/CCtober 200

consumed countless hours of
youthful free time, mostly from
frequentneighborhood and school
bartering sessions. These
young card traders can often
tell what year the card was
1ssued, its value, and
sometimes eventhe
batting or pitching

statistics of the

FewhkWiAaMmIa:

PM 2.5, €O
Alias:

DescripHon: Leal smoke contains sooty
microscopic partculate matier (PM 2.5) and
carbon monoxide (CO)

Crime: Leal smoke can harm people with
braathing problems. It can tngger asthma
attacks. Carbon monoxide and PM 2.5 can
harm people with haar trouble

Caouse: Leal buming emits dense smoks
lhat contains a lol of PM 2.5 scol and carbon
monaxide, Il can lravel across neighborhoods
and créatle haze

Arresti Stop smoke. Learn not to burn
Composl leaves 1o make rich organic
material for lawns, gardens and flowers
Composting uses nalural microbeas (0 break
down plant malenals. Or mulch leaves or use
solid waste disposal as cleanar alternatives I__

www.iowacleanair.com

player, or strengths and weak-
nesses of the character, just by
looking at the picture on the card.
['cachers and other educators
can capture the youthtul

fascinationand




attention-holding phenomenon of more about Black Lung Benny, Foranadded challenge, let

trading cards and bring it into the Backyard Haze Harry, Granny the kids test their word search

4 classroom. Olga Ozone, Otto the Oxman skills onthe puzzle below. Each

On the opposite page 1s a and Lead Foot Louie. word can be found somewhere

\ who’s-who list of some of the most Teachers can obtain the on the back of the trading cards.

ard. wanted pollutants in lowa and whole cast of Rogues Gallery

\ors across the United States. These air Environmental Collector Cards

ul pollutants can spend months inthe for classroom use. These fun

d air and travel great distances from cards show five of the most Brian Button is an air quality
where they were released, creating common pollutants. The reverse information specialist with the
apotential healthandenvironmental  side provides a description of department in Des Moines.
hazard. You can learn how to each — the causes, sources and Alan Foster is the managing
identify these airqualityroguesand  how kids and parents can editor of the lowa Conservation-
what to do if you spot them. Read reduce emissions. ist

{ HOW TO ORDER

For samples or bulk copies, call 515-281-7832 or email at
brian.button(@dnr.state.1a.us.
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lowa Becomes Active Member of
Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact

Penalties for fish and game
violations just gottougher thanks
toagreement between |8 mem-
ber states of the Interstate
Wildlife Violator Compact.

Although lowa has been a
part of the compact for nearly
two years, it justrecently became
an active participant. Asan
active member, lowa becomes
part of a network of state fish
and wildlife agencies sharing
violatorinformation and taking
reciprocal license suspension or
revocationaction whenappli-
cable.

“Basically. thatmeansifyour
hunting license 1s suspended in
lowa, forexample, itmost likely
1s suspended in Colorado. [f your
fishing license isrevoked in
Minnesota.it’s probably revoked
in lowa.” said Steve Dermand,
who oversees lowa’s participa-
tion. “Simply put, if youcan’t
legally hunt or fish inone of the

member states, chances are you

can’tlegally huntor fish inany of

them.”

Currently, Anizona, California,
Colorado, Georgia. Idaho, Indiana.

lowa, Maryland, Minnesota,
Missourl, Montana, Nevada, New
Mexico, North Dakota, Oregon,
Utah, Washingtonand Wyoming
are members of the compact.
Dermand stressed that more

states could be added at any time.

Notonly will fishand wildhfe
violations jeopardize aperson’s

license privileges in IWVC states,

failure by the individual to pay
court fines or restitution as a

resultof the charges will also

Justify suspension and revocation

action. In that case, the
individual’'s huntingand fishing
privileges may be denied in all
WV states. and will remain so
until the debtis satisfied or the
suspension orrevocation period

hasbeen fully served.

Be A Fish and Wildlife
“Watchdog”

The lowa Department of
Natural Resources and the
[owa Turn In Poachers (TIP)
organization encourage all
citizens to become “watch-
dogs™ for lowa’s fish and
wildlife resources.

In2002, TIP recorded
numerous major wildlife
poaching cases, most of
whichwould nothave
happened without good.
timely information from
concerned citizens. When
you see or hear what you
believeisa fishor wildlife
crime, call the TIP Hotline at
[-800-532-2020. The phone
line 1s staffed 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, and
callers canremain anony-
mous. Remember, the
information you provide can
and does make a difference.

The effort to protect and enhance lowa’s natural resources has
found a new home at the Clay County Fair. This 24-foot by 36-
foot log cabin was moved Aug. 19 from the Ed and Agnes
Sundholm farm, located outside of Albert City. The cabin and
the area around it has been named the Sundholm
Environmental Education Center. The cabin, built in the early
1950s, was moved in a joint project between the DNR, District
3 County Conservation Boards and the Clay County Fair
Association. In addition to now being an annual presence at the
fair for the DNR and area county conservation boards, the
cabin and grounds will also be used as meeting space for
conservation-oriented groups throughout the year.
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Brittle Naiad Confirmed
at One Lake; Suspected
At Others

The lowa Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) has
confirmed the presence of brittle
naiad, an invasive aquatic plant
native to Europe. at Yellow
Smoke Lake in Crawford County,
and suspects its presence at other
lowa lakes.

Brittle naiad has
takenover Yellow

NEW AQUATIC INVADERS CAUSING PROBLEMS IN I0WA

Smoke. The chemical will be
applied when the plantis actively
growing soitis absorbed through
the stem. It will take 60 to 90
days for all the plants to die. If
plants are killed too quickly, the
mass of decaying plants will rob
the water of oxygen and could
cause a fish kill. The chemical
costsabout $ 1,400 per gallon and
the treatmentat Yellow Smoke
willrequire five gallons.

good news and has the potential to
harm other more desirable native
fish species, such as paddlefish,
young game fish and other filter-
feeding species, including mussels.
Silver carp isnotthe only new
invader to lowarivers; bighead
carp are also present. These two
species, often used by commercial
aquaculture operations in the
southern United States to keep
catfish ponds clean, are in the
Mississippi Riverand

Smoke, forcing the
closure of the boat
ramp. Ramps are
also closed at Nelson
Park in Crawford
County, and
Crawford Creek

LLake and Moorehead

Don't Pick Up Aquatic Hitchhikers
® Thoroughly clean boats, trailers and even fishing
nets at the end of a fishing trip.
® Anglers who collect their own bait should use it
only in the water it was obtained from.
@ Leftover bait should never be released into the
lake, river or stream. Bait containers should be
emptied into a trash can.

finding their way into
lowa’s interior streams.
Silver carp are
prolificreproducers and
can be found in large
numbers below dams.
Theyare continuously
silverin color, deep-

Lake.bothinlIda
County. due to excessive weeds.
Brittle naiad 1s suspected. The
DNR also suspectsitisin Little
Stoux Park in Woodbury County
and Casey Lake in Tama County.
Kim Bogenschutz with the
DNRsaquatic nuisance species
program said brittle naiad is
difficultto control because the
plant can grow from either the
seeds along its stem or from plant
fragments that have broken free.
How it gotinto Yellow Smoke is
unclear, Bogenschutz said, so she
IS stressing prevention to boaters
and anglers to stop the spread.
The DNR plans to use a
systemic herbicide this spring to
remove the brittle naiad in Yellow

Brittlenaiad s similarto
Eurasian watermilfoil. Both plant
species spread rapidly and can
take over lakes, crowding out
more desired aquatic plants.
Brittle naiad has spread through-
out much of the eastern United
States and has been confirmed in
Missourtand Illinois lakes.

Silver, Bighead Carp
Found In Iowa Rivers
Silver carp have been found
in the Des Moines River at
Keosauqua and below the
Ottumwa Dam, the lowa DNR
recently confirmed. The pres-
ence of thisnonnative fish is not

bodied. have very small
scales with eyes sitting
low on their head. They tend to
leap out of the water when in the
area of a moving boat.

Mark Flammang, DNR
fisheries biologistat Lake
Rathbun, said he collected the first
samples of silver carp at the end
of June from the Des Moines
Riverat Keosauqua.

Bighead carp are silver with
black blotches on their backs,
deep-bodied witheyes low on the
head and small scales. Bighead
carp in excess of 50 pounds are
common. They were first found
in lowa in the Missouri River at
Sergeant Bluffin 1988 and are
spreading to interior streams.

seprember/October 2003 o [owa Conservatiomsl




lowa Lands A Second Hunt Master Portable Lift

I'he lowa DNR has been
awarded a grant from the Na-
tional Shooting Sports
Foundation’s (NSSF)Hunting
Heritage Partnership to provide
expanded recreational hunting
opportunities to lowa’s physically
challenged hunters.

The $7,000 grant will allow
the department to purchase a
second Hunt Master, a portable,
hydraulic hunting blind. The
addition will double the number of
hunters served through lowa’s
Hunt Master program.

The Hunting Heritage
Partnership, established by the

EEDLING CATALOG

National Shooting Sports Founda-
tion, the trade association for the
firearms industry, provides much-
needed direct funding to state
pthem

wildlife agenciesto he
with programs that provide
opportunities for, and remove
barriers to, hunter participation.

“Officials withTowa’s
Department of Natural Resources
have designed aunique and
dynamic recruitment tool and this
grantrecognizes their successful
efforts and helps build on them,”
said Doug Painter, president of
the National Shooting Sports

Foundation. “This s exactly the

e

MEONSERVATION UPDATE

kind of creative program develop-
ment that agencies in other states
can look to as amodel to help
preserve our hunting and conser-

vationtraditions.”™
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NEED A CHANGE OF SCENERY? Get yours today!

STATE FOREST NURSERY cui 800-865-2477 iax515-233-1131 wis www.iowadnr.com/forestry/




Upcoming NRC
Volunteering Today and EPC Meetings
For A Better Iowa Tomorrow The dates and locations have

been set for the following meet-

ings of the Natural Resource

Fayette Scout Troop 31 Leaves Its Mark On The Volga River

Commuission and Environmental

Because It’s There

Protection Commuission ofthe

[n 1999, spring rains swelled the Volga Riverand flooded part lowa Department of Natural
of the Volga River State Recreation Area. When the water ResSources.
receded, it left behind an assortment of trash and tires, washed Agendas are set approxi-
down from upstream. Most residents and visitors to area saw. 1f | mately 10 days priorto the
nothing else, an unsightly mess. Others saw a potential health | scheduled meeting date. For
lop- concern, especially with the tires serving as a haven for mosqui- additional infbrnmﬁnnxontuctthc
tes toes, and potentially, West Nile Virus. Troop 31 of Fayette —a | lowaDepartment ofN.murul
mixture of Webelo and Boy Scouts ranging inage from8to 16 Resources, Wallace State Office
or- saw a perfect public service opportunity. Building. 502 E. 9" St.. Des
The young scouts, led by both troop leaders and parents Moines:-iowa 50319-0034.
including Rodger Post, Tim Nuss, Darwin Vandersee, Steve
Greco and Delmar Aller — went to work cleaning up the Big Natural Resource
Rock Access to the Volga River. They plucked up tires and Commission:

gathered trash left behind by the receding flood waters. By the
time they were finished, the area was free of debris — most = Noveriberis
notably some 211 car, truck and tractor tires that dotted the river

bank. — Decemberl1
Accolades were few for the crew and its daunting task, Des Moines

Des Moines

which started in 2002 and ended this spring. Nor were the scouts
paid or prodded for their efforts. Some may question, then, why

they took on such amonumental, seemingly thankless task? Ask Environmental Protection

any of the scouts Comnliasion:
and they will tell ' It

you, “‘because it’s

there.” — QOctober20

Des Moines
— November 17

Des Moines
— December 15

Troop 31 scout Des Moines
members team
up to remove a
tractor tire from

the Big Rock

Access to the
\ Volga River.
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['he call was brief.

*Is this the game warden””

=Yes:™

*] found some kind of injured
hawk in the middle of the road.
What do [ do with it?”

“Where are you? Could you
bring ittomy house?”

[ gave the caller directions
and hung up the phone. As|
waited for him, [ expected to see
an injured red-tailed hawk, most
likely in pretty bad shape. | seea
lotofthem, given their habitof
running into solid objects.

| answered a knock on the
door and a man handed me a big
box. I thanked him and brought 1t
inside and opened it. “Whoa.
here’s something youdon tsee
every day,” I thought. It wasn't
a hawk, but it was obviously some
kind of falcon, and 1t was banded.
[t had a drooping wing and a look
that said, “If I could get out of
this box and gethold of you, you
wouldn’t be sosmug.” [t was a
look I’ve learned to respect with
regards to raptors.

Jane Goggin with the falcon at
the Minnesota Raptor Center.

lowa CUonservationist & September OCtober JURL

WARDEN’S DIARY

A Long Way From Canada

by Chuck Humeston

[ fished out my bird ID book
and flipped through the pages.
Sure enough, 1t was a peregrine
falcon — a bird lowa and other
states have been working very
hard to restore. [ didn’tknow if 1t
would survive its injuries, but |
lookedatitand said, “You
deserve a chance, my friend.”

The next day I took 1t to the
lowa State University Veterinary
Hospital Wildlife Care Clinic. It

7.2002. 1 filled out

some papers, and said, “Good

was Qct.

luck, buddy.”

Several months later, |
recelved a picture and letter from
the University of Minnesota
Raptor Center. Later, a letter
arrived from Sharon Selch, an
adviseratthe ISU Wildhife Care
Clinic. I'll lether (paraphrased)
letter take over the story from

here.

I'he Letter
“| called Bob Andersen. who
I1s instrumental inthe peregrine

release program in northeast

l[owa. Bob found it was banded
as a nestling west of Hudson Bay
as reported by the Canadian
Wildlife Service. Thisisatundra
peregrine falcon migrating south
when it was injured in lowa.
“Determination hitme hard to
eitherdrive thisbird tothe
Minnesota Raptor Center myself
or to make some kind of arrange-
ments.” she wrote. I contacted
Bruce Ehresman of the DNR to
accomplishthis. Lori Arentat
the Raptor Center gave me the
exact steps. The bird remained at
[SU for four days to stabilize for
transport. | personally drove the
bird to the Des Moines Airport,

and it left on Northwest Airlines.™

and

Dr. Julie Ponderrepairec

Lil
Ch
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pinned the fractured wing.
Physical therapy followed under
the care of the Raptor Center
staff, followed by flight exercise.
The total stay was 28 weeks.
“The bird was scheduled for
release at the end of April,” Selch

some who would say, “Why goto

all the trouble?” At the same time.

[ often find myselfasking, “Does
anyone care anymore at all?”

[ never got the name of the
guy who found the falcon on the
road, but obviously it was some

ouy who did care. He started the

her letter better than I ever could.
“In the links of the chain we
all have aresponsibility, and are
placed well for the benefit of this
raptor and other wildhife from
before the beginning ofits life to
the day of release. The question
forall of us 1s will we take the

continued in her letter. “*Jane

L= -

Goggin, technician at the Raptor whole chain of events. I feltgood  responsibilityand FLY withit.

Center as well as a woman who athaving played aminor partin One missing link can determine

made a substantial financial the saga. Sharon summed it up in the overall outcome.™

contribution forthe bird’s

care, accompanied the
bird to the release site.
The peregrine flew
perfectly over the Missis-
sipp1 River heading north
inanawesome sight to

behold.”™

Lake icana Manna

LOWE BOATS & PONTOONS

LLinks Of The JOHNSON-EVINRUDE

Chain . PARTS AND SERVICE
S _ ey 1730 Juniper Ave., Corning, |A 50841
. I lt,ltul Sl,lflm” s letter > N 641-322-5234
and smiled. There are ,’ JﬂhﬂSﬂn Email: icarmar@frontiernet.net

Castle Interiors
Everywhere USA News [.a Porte City. 1A
Vol 127 Washington DC Since 1808 Number 31 ; 110-342-4444

**%%% Shortage Natural Gas*****Skyrocketing Prices*****

NOW’S THE TIME FOR ALTERNATIVE HEATING!

H\']‘-'.n.,'mi'\;r 25. 20003

lden Enterprises
.f’u'.lflll]‘_._'. 1A
641-487-7719

J & J Alternative Heating
Stratford, TA
515-838-5384

MceDonald Corn Furnaces
Maquoketa, IA

563-652-2014

- _ _:_L .ﬂwﬂ - G T
Harvester Corn Inglenook Wood Little Rascal
Stove Fireplace Pellet Stove

@ Counry Hane @ Couriry Flame

Sheeder's Heaters
Guthne Center, 1A
641-747-8179

Tri State Stove Works
West Point, [A

319-837-6992

WSC Distributing Inc. * Strawberry Point, Iowa ¢ 563-933-9912
www.wesellflames.com

I""‘[ [H|'::.‘] Ih',1|L'I | Ocations
Call 1-877-933-99]2
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