


Seplember
\olume 36,

STAL

Kose Harrson
Julie Sparks, |
Kathryn Stangl
Lowell Washba

|
!
%
‘:
i
¢
:
3

Larry Pood
hen Formanek

- e

NATURALR
Thomas (. Mi
Lavosme M. Tr
Joan Schniuder
Richard (arrel
Varma Kieller
’."rl._"..' T

Anthimy Hogsh

BB e i . 8 i

ENA IRUINM
{ 1!“\”'\'\“

Willcam Fhe

:'r_'hl e owg
Lharfotte Mo

hulf'r'-l'. Wirné
Rita Yenn

[ an Ve Wiar
F':' cdlifig f-.."‘

bedry | Priehe

Randal Lringig

DIRE TOR

Larry | Wilsar

I T
Min lqu!—."

DIVISION o

il Ruhg

Lare Beam
Alag §

26°penfeat g (:/t

f foz EUVETYORE On t

il',

?‘-".,
f: . '_-ﬁ- -::"::, .
a
A S e Y 17 ‘
f il,, i 4
[ J k. A | | IJ,
’ 1 » T{}"?-—"’F ! | b 1
‘ E.t— — ..' -:’.:: :ﬁ i * i l "'I"
I i ? 1 ?.:J- 1 I { f :
M 5‘:"5, s ' IL*{J; oy Y i i r -
' nd s_ 3 " A b '!- | . 1 o 5 -



September/October 1997
Volume 56, Number 3

STAFF

Ross Harrison, Burcau Chiel

Julie Sparks, Editor

Kathryn Stangl, Assistant Editor
Lowell Washhurn, Writer/Photbgrapher
L'.II‘I'} Pl l-r;l.]‘rlu--. AfT sl

ken Formanek, Pholographer

NATURAL RESOURCE COMMISSION
Thomas G, Monroe, Chur, Sigourmey

Lavonne M, Trovna, Vice-Chair, New Haumpton
Joan Schneider, Secretary, Okobogi

Richard CGarrels, Mount Pleisant

Marian Kieffer, Bellevue

Douglas B, Smalley, Dex Moines

Anthony Hough. Harlan

ENVIRONMENTALPROTECTION
COMMISSION

William Ehm, Chuir, Creslon

Terrance Townsend, Vice-Char, Newton
Charlotte Mohr. Sccrelory, Eldndge
Rathrvon Murphy, LeMor

Rita Yenner, Hreda

Dean MeWilliams, Monlczuma

Rozanne King, Mondamin

Gary C. Priebe, Algona

Randal Giannetto, Marshalliown

DIRECTOR

Larry J. Wilson

DEPUTY DIRECTOR

Don Paulin

DIVISION ADMINISTRATORS

Stan hivhn, Admanistrative Services

Larry Bean, Encrey and Geological Resources
Allan Stokes, Environmental Proteclion

Allen Farris, Fish and Wildlil

William Farris, Forests and Forestry

Michael Carrer, Parks, Recreabion and Preserves
Feresa D, Hav, Wasie Managemenl Assistange

WEB ADDRESS

O TIR Y | I U

SPECIAL PHONE NUMBERS
Hunting (515) 2R1-HNTR

Fiching (515) 2B1-FISH

Parks (515) 28 1-TENT

Foresiry (5153 281-TRE]

Waste Management and Becvcling (515) 28
Emecrpency Spill Reaponse (315) 2K -X¥6494
Energy (515) 2K]- 501X

(iher [nl"|- 515 W54 8
Tum-In-Poschers (TIF RIS A

ITD (515 242-504

fowen L onservattioni ISSN (210647 1) s published
himonthly by the lowa Depannment of NMatural Resources
Wallsce State Olhee Buildinge, Des Momes, lowa S0519-
0034, Periodicals postage paid in Dubugue, lowa, Sub-
scriplion rates: 8997 forone vear, $14.97 for two years
und $19.97 for three velrs,  Prices subject to change
without notice, Include mailing label Tor renewals and
POSTMASTER: Send chinges 1o the

[, Departmenit of Natumal Resources
e Building. Dxes Mo

address changes

|"'|‘|I I ERAY

COVER

Old Rivals - Whitetat! by Larrey Zach (see informaltion

b |
an page =2

FEATURES

-

13
4
28
29
32
36
37
4]
H

1997 Hunting Season Outlook
by Terry W. Little

1997 Record Deer Racks

At A Turning Point -- Management Of Our Wildlife

by Richard A. Bishop

1998 Stamp Designs

First Annual lowa Electrathon -- The Little Engines That Could

by Julie Tack

Rivers and Streams -- Great Places To Get Started

by Gary Siegwarth

Common Ground For Communicating

by Joe Pestotnik

Partnerships in Fish and Fishing

by Mark Winn

Will Hunting Opportunities Be *Cut Down?”

by Amanda Carstens

The Impact of Recycling
by Tracy Bucher

DEPARTMENTS

|

Parks Profile

(Classroom Corner

Warden's Diary

Practical Conservationist

Conservation Update

Parting Glance







Roger Hill

&

1997
Hunting

Season
Outlook

Writing the annual hunting season forecast has become pretty easy. Just dust off

w

last year's article (which for the last decade has mostly all been rosy), juggle a few higures

to accommodate some changes in weather or wildlife production, and predict another

good year. So that's what I did this year. lowa hunters should expect an excellent season
. again.

How good has the last decade been? Consider in the past 10 years:

e Decer hunters have harvested more than the DNR's goal of 90,000 deer annually
in five years.

e Pheasant hunters have maintained lowa’s “best i the nation™ status by taking
from | to 1.4 million roosters in nine years. (The only exception was 1993, the
year lowa drowned.)

e Spring turkey hunters have set a new record harvest in six years. (The 1996 take
of nearly 15,000 was three times that of a decade ago.)

e Waterfowlers bageged record numbers of Canada geese in five years, with last
season’s total of nearly 50,000 also three times greater than 1987,

e Duck harvests have generally trended upward throughout the decade as the
prairies recovered from years of drought in the 1980s.

Not everyone has had great hunting every year of the decade, of course. Hunters in
south-central lowa continue to find lower populations of pheasants, quail and turkeys
than they are used to. A combination of too many acres of Conservation Reserve
grasslands in some areas and region-wide wet weather during the past five nesting
seasons share most of the blame. Quail populations have declined so badly they are in
danger of being relegated to the status of a minor game species, in spite of their former
prominence. Better summer weather will help, but long-term habitat loss continues to
plague southern lowa as “clean” farming subtly but relentlessly invades the region.

Peak pheasant numbers have bounced around the state from southwest to northeast
to east-central to north-central lowa as colder-than-normal winters or wetter-than-
normal springs have occurred in succession for a year or two, Last year was northern
lowa’s turn. A mild winter and beautiful spring in 1996 encouraged a pheasant “love
fest” the likes of which hasn’t been seen since the rock festival in Wadena in the 1960s.
There were young pheasants everywhere. Hunting was outstanding . . . amazing . .

by Terry W. Little
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unbelievable . . . all season long. Bird hunters can only “phantasize™ what it would be
like if pheasant numbers peaked like that everywhere at the same time!

Problems occurred regionally for others hunters. In three of the non-record years
for deer hunters, licenses were reduced intentionally by the DNR to re-build northern
lowa deer herds that had been reduced by liberal seasons in the early 1990s.

While northern lowa remains the stronghold of Canada goose hunting, for the first
time in a century you can find good goose hunting within reasonable driving distance
of your home, no matter where you live. And this situation will only improve as new
goose flocks take hold and flourish all over central and southern lowa.

Duck hunters evervwhere are shaking their heads after three years of very strange
migrations that greatly reduced their opportunities at flocks of northern ducks. But in
spite of that, the number of ducks bagged has generally been on the upswing.

So how does 1997 stack up so far? For most hunters this could be as good a year
as any of the past decade. Maybe even better than most. Oh heck, I'll go ahead and say
it. This could be the best year overall than any we’ve seen since Santa wore knickers!
Read on for more details!

Upland Game

Todd Bogenschutz's accompanying article on page 12 pretty much says it all
for upland game. lowa should keep the title of “best in the nation™ this year, but
this reign could be short-lived. If you like to bird hunt and haven’t read Lowell
Washburn’s article in the last issue of the Conservationist (“The Parties Over, It's
Time to Kiss the Roosters Goodbye™), you need to do so immediately. The rules for
the next decade of the CRP have changed dramatically and lowa stands to perma-
nently lose half of those all-important grassland acres that produced much of the
wonderful pheasant hunting we’ve enjoyed the last 10 years. Northern lowa, which
needs CRP the most, stands to lose virtually all of its CRP, while southern lowa,
where it’s not nearly as important, will retain more grass than is needed for good
wildlife production. Read Lowell’s article for details on how you might be able to
help turn the situation around at least a little.

N ——
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Deer and Turkeys

If you read the newspapers or watched television at all during the last legislative
session, you know the heat 1s on the deer herd. Too much crop damage to suit some
farmers and too many deer-vehicle collisions for some commuters, plus the organized
efforts of the Farm Bureau and horticultural groups, led to wild schemes to reduce deer
numbers. Thanks to a small but dedicated group of hunters (primarily the lowa
Bowhunter's Association), most of the truly hare-brained ideas fell by the wayside. But
not enough hunters or deer watchers spoke up to offset the organized efforts of the anti-
deer crowd, so a wholesale reduction of the deer herd will take place during the next two
to three years.

This year’s deer regulations will be the most hiberal since 1990, the last time deer

were targeted for a reduction. More hunters will be allowed to buy more licenses to take
more deer (particularly does) in more parts of the state than in any recent year. New
opportunities include statewide any-deer licenses for all hunters in all regular seasons:
the ability to buy more licenses for more seasons than ever before; and special antlerless

Rowver Hill

September O tohs
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deer hunts in 20 counties during the second shotgun and late muzzleloader seasons, in
special late seasons after the traditional end of deer hunting on Jan, 10, and in nine special
park or urban deer hunts (with at least two others under discussion). Plus the DNR has
under consideration rules to allow the issuing of even more antlerless deer licenses where
landowners cannot control herd size with hunters during the regular deer seasons.

Last year's deer kill was a record 107,000 deer. With the new regulations in effect
this vear, the harvest could reach 120.000 to 130,000. This will undoubtedly begin
reducing the deer herd. Currently lowa hunters experience some of the finest deer hunting
in the nation, particularly for trophy deer. (See Jim Zohrer’s article on the DNR’s trophy
deer program, page 17.) How long this will last depends on how many years liberal
regulations are in force. And that is the crux of the issue. How many (or few) deer does
it take to satisfy the various parties who are affected by them? See Richard Bishop’s
accompanying article on page 24 for a discussion of the dilemma facing deer managers
attempting to satisfy a variety of opposing views on the appropriate number of deer for
lowa.
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The situation for turkeys 1s much less complex. Although they cause some crop
damage, research in lowa and Wisconsin has shown it to be insignificant. And a recent
poll of farmers indicated they are not particularly concerned about turkeys. Turkeys
may well be the next target for those that do not want any wildlife interfering with their
self-perceived right to be free of any problems from the natural world in growing
whatever they want, whenever and wherever they want. But the evidence is pretty clear
that a major problem doesn’t exist.

The best news for turkey hunters is that this year's excellent weather virtually
assures a good crop of poults nearly statewide. Nearly half of the turkey hens in a DNR
study at Stephen’s Forest in southern lowa produced young, far above average. And
survival of poults was good. Incidental reports from elsewhere indicate hens with large
broods are common. This could be the best turkey hatch in nearly a decade and should
assure good hunting this fall and for the next three or four years.

Ducks and Geese

Guy Zenner's accompanying discussion of waterfowling prospects on page 14 is
so rosy that it may start waterfowlers quivering with anticipation. Late summer counts
indicate production was as good or better than expected. Local production of giant
Canada geese set a new record (again), and duck populations will be the highest seen
since the mid-1950s. Seasons are more liberal than at any time since the 1970s, with
a 60-day duck season, six ducks in the bag and multiple hen mallards and pintails
allowed. There is a waterfowl season opening virtually every weekend from Sept. 13
through Oct. 11, providing lots of opportunity for a variety of waterfowling experi-
ences.

But duck hunters burned by poorer-than-expected seasons the past couple of years
are probably viewing these forecasts with some skepticism. And they should. No
matter how many ducks exist, not much hunting is provided if they all migrate through
the state in a few days in late October, as they have done recently. And it pays not to
get too euphoric over predictions of 10, 15 or 20 percent increases in duck numbers (or
of anything else, for that matter). These increases could result in hunters seeing 11 or

Roger Hill

Lowell Washbum
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|2 mallards in a ftlock, instead of the 10 seen last year, Or having six flocks work the
decoys on a typical day, instead of five like last year. Averaged over the continent, much
more duck hunting will be provided. but individuals shouldn’t expect an amazing
increase where they hunt.

OtherGame

A variety of other species provide hunting or trapping recreation for smaller
numbers of lowans. The outlook for trappers, grouse and woodcock hunters, and

squirrel and rabbit hunters remain good, even though fewer trips will be made in pursuit
of them.

[t1s hard to believe that as recently as 1986, furharvesting was a $10 million industry
in lowa. Although fur prices are expected to increase somewhat this year, the value of |
furs taken will probably be in the 51 million range, a far cry from a decade ago. The
European Economic Community’s ban of leghold-trapped fur is still the culprit. Talks
with the EEC are of the on-again. off-again variety with only sporadic progress
occurring, generally followed by new setbacks. Although some markets are being
developed in the Orient to replace Europe as an outlet for North American fur, progress
is slow. Until new markets are developed, furharvesting will remain the province of a
small number of dedicated, recreational trappers.

The prospects lor grouse and woodcock hunters are going in opposite directions. |
Ruffed grouse numbers in the north country are on the rise, with Minnesota and

Wisconsin reporting 25 percent increases in drumming grouse in some regions. With
the good weather in lowa this summer, our grouse numbers should be increasing also.
Seasons and bag limits remain the same as in past years,

Woodcock seasons and bag limits have been reduced by the U.S. Fish and Wildlite
Service in response to a slow but general decline in woodcock numbers in the MidwesL
Breeding habitat loss is the key, with fewer old fields and brushy habitat available for
breeding woodcock throughout most of their range. The hunting season has been
reduced to 45 days and bag limits to three daily and six in possession to reflect concern
over woodcock numbers.
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Squirrel and rabbit hunting have both fallen from their place of major hunting sports
in the past 20 years. Populations of both are still abundant, but fewer hunters choose
to pursue them. Bag limits remain the same, but the season for both opened on Sept.
| this year and in subsequent years to provide some stability in opening dates, In the
past they opened on the Saturday before Labor Day, which varied from year to year,
displeasing some hunters in almost every year.

So, 1997 is shaping up as a great year. Whether you hunt something a lot, or
everything a little. there should be lots of opportunity for you to choose from. Whether
we know it or not, we lowans are spoiled by the abundance of good hunting opportunities
we can enjoy. Let’s see, it’s November . . . Should | go duck hunting? There was a stiff
northerly breeze predicted for tomorrow . . . Or bow hunting? It’s the peak of the rut
. .. How about pheasants? All of the corn around here is out now . . . And there was a
flock of geese down on the neighbor’s pond this evening . . . But the other neighbor’s
Kid wanted me to take him squirrel hunting now that the leaves are off. Dang it! What
should | do?

Kon Johnson

Lowell Washbum
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The 1997 August Upland Wildlife Roadside Survey, conducted by the lowa DNR, i
l | T : : - lig g
l a l ' d indicates ring-necked pheasant populations across lowa are unchanged from last year, s
; : ? : y Ugt 2
although statewide numbers are slightly (2%) above 1996 counts. lowa’s 1997-98 : o
pheasant crop looks promising because of the excellent weather conditions we had | he

during the nesting season. However, the loss of large CRP acreages across northern lowa ol

= -
G a I l I ( . looms as a dark cloud in the future for lowa hunters after this fall. Last year, statewide. fiumbe
popul;

we counted an average ol 46 pheasants on a 30-mile route. The counts were exactly one

by Todd Bogenschutz bird l?igi1u-l‘ (47 birds/30-mile route) this year. _ . o | ::j“"ti"
Southern lowa pheasant hunters will find much improved hunting conditions over P2
the 1996-97 hunting season. with counts 50 to 60 percent higher than last year in the The 5¢
southeast and south-central regions (see figure on page 13). However, populations in 1ons
the southwest and south-central regions still remain well below historic levels (25 to POpul;
35%). Pheasant populations across central lowa were very similar to 1996. Populations lhreg ¢
Bhensatt in the central n:sh:imli \E"ﬂrﬂthighl]}' higher than 1996, while populations in west-central :‘f’r.ﬁi*ﬁf
and east-central regions of the state were down slightly from last year. The 1997 counts 1edger
showed an average of 55 pheasants/30 miles in the central region and 45 pheasants/30 YPeCies
: miles in the west and east-central regions.  Pheasant counts in northern lowa were some B'l‘ﬂug
of the highest in the state in 1997. The north-central region averaged 67 pheasants/30 150,00
1 miles in 1997, while the northeast increased 40 percent from 30 birds per route in 1996 1998
=g to 43 birds in 1997, Northwest lowa saw a slight decline in populations, likely due to oy ,
' the heavy snows of last winter. However, good bird numbers are being reported in the St
Spirit Lake area. laken ;
! The 1997 crop harvest is about two weeks ahead of normal, so biologists are arid sy,
‘ optimistic hunters will have very good success on the 1997 season opener. The northern lowg y
| - | two-thirds of the state will offer the best hunting in 1997. Based on past comparisons Year's
of roadside count data and harvest information. hunters should harvest uppruxinmtel}' ‘-'ﬁuuu
- Good 1.5 million pheasants during the 1997-98 hunting season if crop harvesting is not SUryey
_ delayed by wet weather this fall. lowa pheasant hunters harvested 1.37 million roosters 1997
.| Fair last year, leading the nation in total harvest in 1996, for the second year running. Enpe
Poor Resident hunters should expect to see a large number of non-resident hunters this fall Oy I
YU
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lowa roadside survey regions.

due to lowa s past success and good hatch this year., The 1997 hunting season runs from
Oct. 25, 1997 through Jan. 10, 1998. Shooting hours begin at 8 a.m. and end at 4:30 p.m.
The daily bag limit is three roosters, with a possession limit of 12

Statewide, the number of bobwhite quail counted in 1997 are 127 percent above the
number counted 1n 1996, Much of this increase can be attributed to significantly higher
populations in the south-central region of the state, lowa’s historic quail range.
Southwest and east-central regions also reported increased quail populations when
compared to 1996 counts., The southeast region reported little change in quail numbers.
The southwest and south-central regions boast lowa's best quail numbers, but popula-
tions remain 50 percent below their historic averages. lowa’'s long-term decline in quail
populations mirrors quail populations nationwide, which have declined steadily the last
three decades. This nationwide decline 1s attributed to changing agricultural practices.
Larger fields, clean farming practices and the removal of thousands of miles of field
hedgerows have proven devastating to quail populations. Quail are primarily an edge
species that do best in a small field setting with less intensive agricultural practices.
Biologists estimate quail harvest during the 1997-98 hunting season should approach
150,000 birds. The 1997-98 quail season opens on Oct. 25, 1997 and closes on Jan. 31,
1998. The daily bag limit is 8 birds of either sex with a possession limit of 16. Shooting
hours are the same as pheasants.

Statewide gray partridge numbers increased 117 percent when compared to counts
taken in 1996. The partridge is an exotic bird introduced into North America from the
arid steppe region of Asia, and only reproduces well during dry or drought years in lowa.
lowa weather statistics show lowa had a dry spring in 1997 and biologists attribute this
years increase in partridge numbers to the dry weather. The 1997 roadside survey
showed an average of 5.5 partridge per 30-mile route, twice the numbers seen on the
survey in 1996. Populations in the northemn and central regions all showed increases in
1997. Some of the better partridge counts in 1997 came from Hamilton, Kossuth, Clay,
Emmet, Cerro Gordo, Hardin and Hancock counties. The partridge season opens on
Oct. 11, 1997 and closes on Jan, 31, 1998. Bag and shooting hours are the same as for
quail.

Ed Kocal
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by Guy Zenner

During the summer of 199€, waterfowl breeding population and production surveys
conducted throughout the prairie pothole region of the U.S. and Canada indicated
waterfowl hunters could expect to see the largest fall flight they had seen in almost two
decades. Prairie pond numbers were 18 percent higher than 1995, 61 percent above the
1974-94 average and the second highest count since 1974. The duck breeding
population was estimated at nearly 37.5 million, a five percent increase from 1995 and
16 percent above the long-term average. Numbers of breeding mallards, 7.9 million,
were similar to 1995, the highest count since 1972, Esumates of blue-winged teal and
northern shovelers had reached record levels. Although not statistically different from
1995, gadwall, green-winged teal and canvasbacks also reached new record highs n
1996. Only pintails, wigeon and scaup remained below their North American
Waterfow!l Management Plan (NAWMP) goals.

Duck seasons and bag limits were liberalized in 1996 and hunter expectations were
high. Despite a compressed migration in lowa, as well as other Midwest states, hunters
did quite well. In a pattern similar to 1995, the bulk of the 1996 duck migration occurred
within a one-week period during the last few days of October and the first few days of
November. This is the third time a migration of this type has occurred in the past six
years. Nevertheless, lowa duck hunters had a successtul season, harvesting nearly the
same numbers of ducks as in 1995, The addition of the Youth Duck Hunting Day to the
season was particularly popular, as indicated by the number of comments received
favoring the continuation of this hunt.

Despite an increased duck harvest in the U.S., the numbers of ducks that returned
to nest on the prairies this past spring reached a record high. Total numbers of breeding
ducks (42.6 million) were 13 percent higher than 1996 and 31 percent higher than the
1955-96 average. Population estimates for 5 of the 10 major duck species were higher
than 1996, while populations of the remaining five were statistically unchanged from
1996. Gadwall, northern shovelers and redheads reached record high levels while blue-
winged teal and green-winged teal recorded the second highest counts since the survey
began. Mallard numbers increased 25 percent to nearly 10 million. the third highest
count since 1955. Both pintail and wigeon numbers rose more than 30 percent.

Tohnson

Ron
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Canvasback and scaup numbers remained similar to last year with scaup populations
sull 25 percent below the long-term average.

Pond numbers in the surveyed area. 7.5 million, were unchanged from last year, but
were the third highest number recorded and 56 percent higher than the 1974-96 average.
The good wetland habitat conditions persisted through the summer in much of prairie
Canada and the north-central U.S., and brood surveys indicate production was good.
The fall flight of ducks is expected to be 92 million, very similar to the 90 million fall
flightof 1996. The fall flight of mallards, the number one duck in the lowa waterfowlers
bag, 1s expected to be more than 14 million, roughly 14 percent greater than 1996.

Although lowa duck hunters have much to be optimistic about -- with a large fall
fhght, long season and liberal bag limits -~ they should also be aware these conditions
do not necessarily mean they will harvest more birds or even see significantly more
ducks over their decoys. There are no guarantees in duck hunting, expect that habitat
conditions and duck migrations will be different each year. In a pattern similar to recent
years, excellent habitat conditions have persisted in the Dakotas through the summer,

Roger Hill

Lowell Washburn

HIP for Migratory Bird
Hunters Begins in 1998

1908 all

hunters of migratory birds (1in lowa

Beginning Jan. |,

that means ducks, geese, cools,
woodcock, snipe and rails) musl
5. Fish and
Wildife Service’s Harvest Informa

register with the U

tion Program (HIP) before hunting,
and carry proof they have registered
while in the held. When they buy
their 1998 hunting license, migratory
bird hunters will be reminded to
register and will be given a toll-free
number to call. (That’s right, 1t’s
free!) They will be asked to give
their name and address and a few
questions about the number of
migratory birds they bagged last year.
['his information will be passed to the
USFWS. which will then sample
hunters of each species to estimate
the number of migratory game birds
they harvest in 1998, Accurate
estimates of harvests are a critically
important part of the management
programs that ultimately determine
future hunting seasons. Personal
information given to HIP will be
completely confidenual

HIP replaces the Waterfowl
Harvest Survey some hunters partici
pate in each year when they purchase
their Federal waterfow! stamp at post
offices. HIP will give better esti-
mates of duck and L0050 harvests,
and allow estimates ol woodcock,
snipe and rail harvests for the lirst
Lime.

HIP has been phased in gradually
since 1994, when Missouri, South
Dakota and California started pilot
programs to work oul the details ol
All states will be con
ducting HIP surveys in 1998

the survey

Remember, only migratory bird
hunters need to participate. It vou
don t hunt these species, nothing will
And the

doesn 1t begin unul 1998

be required of you SUIVey
No action

i1s required this vear.

® lowa Conservalhionist I )

Seplember/October |99
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Ron Johnson

which may encourage the majority of the ducks to linger a little longer on the prairies |
and take a more westerly route on their trek south. If the wetland conditions are good I
in lowa, we will undoubtedly attract some of these birds as they pass by. But |
waterfowling opportunities and wetland conditions are largely dependent upon the §
weather -- not just the weather in lowa, but the weather in North Dakota and Manitoba §
as well. Waterfowlers would be well advised to check local habitat conditions before |
the season and keep one eye on the weather forecasts. |

Waterfowl hunters must also remember good wetland conditions will not last
forever on the prairies. As sure as there is a tomorrow, drought will seize the prairies
again in the not-to-distant future and duck populations will decline, Itis as natural a cycle
as the seasons of the year, and waterfowl managers and hunters will have to make
adjustments in the future. For now, however, the ducks are taking advantage of the
bountiful wetlands and their populations are up. |

Good news is on the wind for goose hunters in lowa as well. lowa’s giant Canada §

Kon Johnson

ooose population reached another record high this spring and production was up 15
percent compared to 1996. The giant Canada goose population has continued to expand
Into new areas across the state and most hunters should have fair hunting opportunities
close to home, Canada goose population growth flattened out in north-central and
northwest lowa, where densities of geese are highest, but increased considerably in
southern lowa. Canada goose production was better than average on many interior
rivers, but production on the Mississippi River north of the Quad Cities was very poor
due to flooding in May. The numbers of small- and medium-sized Canada geese
migrating from the coast of Hudson Bay and turther north should be similar to past years.

The mid-continent snow goose population remains very high and production was
fair this summer. The majority of these birds, however, won't arrive in lowa until the
first week in November. If they stage in the Missouri River valley in the numbers they
have in recent years, there should be nearly a million snow geese in the valley by the
second or third week of November. Snow goose hunters must keep a close eye on the
weather as this 1s the major factor influencing when these geese move out of the Dakotas
and how long they linger in lowa.
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of
rophy
ucks?

by Jim Zohrer

Roger Hill

lowa contains some of the richest soils in the world. We produce bumper crops of
corn, soybeans and hogs. We are also noted as a leader in the production of another
outstanding crop. Year after year, lowa produces a large number of trophy whitetail deer.
Why are we so lucky? The answer is a rather complex combination of rich soils, farming
practices, our deer hunting regulations and the genetics of our deer population. The
genetics give our deer the potential for producing trophy racks. When combined with an
abundant, high-quality food supply and hunting regulations that permit enough bucks to
reach older ages, we have the makings for some outstanding deer.

lowa always ranks in the top five or six states and provinces in North America in the
production of trophy deer racks. Organizations like the Boone and Crockett Club and the
Pope and Young Club use standardized systems to measure racks and keep records on
trophy deer taken in North America. There are various categories based on the shape of
the rack (typical or non-typical ) or the method of take (bow or gun). lowa consistently
ranks at the top in terms of the number of entries in each of these categories. lowa has been
particularly successful in placing qualifying entries into the record books during the past
ten years. Most reports list lowa fourth out of all North American states and provinces
during this time period. Only Minnesota, Wisconsin and Kansas rank higher.

Since 1953, the DNR has also maintained a trophy buck registry for deer taken in
lowa. We use the same scoring system as the national programs, although our minimum
qualifying point values differ. To date, we have accepted 5,000 entries in our record book,
with about 400 new bucks added each year (see new enteries on the following pages).

So what are your chances of shooting a trophy buck in lowa? Assuming an annual
deer harvest of 100,000 deer, with approximately 50 percent antlered bucks, means that
eight-tenths of one percent of all the bucks shot quality. That is less than one in a hundred.
If we look at it in terms of the number of hunters, with 165,000 hunters taking 400 trophy
bucks each year, your chances are about one 1n 400 of shooting a qualifying buck. These
may not sound like very good odds, but they are better than most states.

To enter a deer rack into the state record book, you must first have it scored by a
certified measurer. To obtain a list of certified measurers in your area contact the DNR.
There is no charge to have a rack measured or to enter your score in the state record book.

|7/
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Deer
Racks

Photos by Roger A. Hill

This i1s a list of deer racks scored between
October 1996 and July 1997.
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NAME CITY TAKEN SCORE YEAR it
*Duane Miller Onawa Monona 198 3/8 1996 l” :’-'-".'
*Randy Petersburg Waukon Allamakee 189 1/8 1996 X 1'
*Dave Zima Blair Monona 186 4/8 1996 rl"l"'- '1
| Richard Reed Creston LUnion 179 0/8 1996 . u W
I Mike Feeney Council Blutts Pottawattanue 178 0/8 1995 :”- Win}
Jettrey R Coonts Buffalo Scott 175 1/8 1996 | 1§
[Larry Bryan Stuart Guthrie 169 4/8 1995 S
John R Reitz Davenport Washington 168 3/8 1996 iIJ "' .
Jeft Berns Ridgeway Winneshiek 166 4/8 1997 o
George Loomis Eldon Wapello 166 4/8 1995 Hen 8,
I odd Doering Poynette Polk 165 6/8 1996 F Mg
Alan Andrews Newton Van Buren 165 4/8 1996 iChag|
Rodney P Stahlnecker Honey Creek Pottawattamie 164 5/8 1996 M
Rodney P Stahlnecker Honey Creek Portawattamie 164 5/8 1996 R
Dick Julson Dubuque Clayton 163 6/8 1969 ¥
Bob Hilton Jr Shenandoah Page 163 3/8 1996 HHay
Kenneth E Brezel Dexter CGuthnie 161 5/8 1997 130
Rollie D Blake New Market Faylor 161 2/8 1989 .
at
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Larry Zach
Josh Neeley
Vane Orey
Kevin Meyer
Jeff Schaat
Mike Miner
Duane Baumler
Brian J Mehaffy
Ron Lint

Jaime Schieffer
RonSchepers
Gerald Miller
Rick Wallace
Cory Hulsing
Brian Gunderson
Jack Bates Jr
Bob Jones
Mike Metz

Don Brunning
Mike Carter
John Carlin
Bob Athen

Rick Stroud

Edwin E Vander Werff

Kenneth P Martin
Mark Story
Chns Barton
Dennis Douthart
Dan Mikkelson
Kevin M Shipley
Robin Henderson
Rick Dobson
Patrick C Lucas
Steve Stern

Kurt Gardner
Karey Garringer
Jerry Lee Mead
Jim Wages

Glen Wilson Jr
Tim Wallin

Bill Glenny
Clyde Millie
Gary L Mezera
Paul Blotz

Andy Raymond
Jack L Peterson
Larry Mumma
Dan Mikkelsen
Dan D Socllner
Rick Stroud
Gary Halbersma
Scott Ballard
Doug Westhoff
Jeftf'Wirth

Curt J Chase
Justin Grove
Terry L Comstock
Dennis Palmer
Robert Syslo
Tyler Messer
Michael Graham
Rick Mace

Ryan Gooden
Bob Femnside
John Hanchett
Ed Scholtus
Steve Allard
Joseph Hogan

Ankeny
Bonaparte
Indianola
Winfield
GOnswold
Blairstown
Decorah
West Point
Keosauqua
Council Bluffs
Magquoketa
West Union
Conway
Rﬁ‘.d Uil'\
Omaha

Mount Pleasant

Montour
Indianola
Long Grove
Bellevue

De Wit
Northboro

Columbus Junction

Reasnor
Evansdale
Bonaporte
Farragut
Fairficld
Wiota

Des Moines
Monona
Nevada

Blue Grass
La Porte City
West Branch
lowa City
Charles City
West Point
Indianola
Middletown
Washbum
Stoux City
Harpers Ferry
Larchwood
Lehigh

Fort Madison
Corydon
Wiota

Storm Lake

Columbus Junction

Urbandale
Chariton
Dyersville
Waukon
Cedar Falls
luana
Essex
Pittsville
Calamus
Burlington
Burlington
Westfield
Keosauqua
Council Bluffs
Sigoumey
Albia

Fort Dodge
Des Momnes

Fremont
Van Buren
Warren
Lowsa
Pottawattame
Benton
Allamakee
|Lee

Van Buren
Pottawattamie
Jackson
Fayette
Taylor
Carroll
Harrison
Henry
Tama
Warren
Scott
Jackson
Scott

Page
Louisa
Marion
Keokuk
Van Buren
Page
Jefterson
Adams
Marion
Allamakee
Story

Scott
Fayette
Johnson
lowa
Mitchell
Lee

Warren
Des Moines
Black Hawk
Woodbury
Winneshiek
Lyon
Webster
Lee

Wayne
Adams
Buena Vista
Louisa
Guthrie
Lucas
Dubuque
Allamakee
Butler
Allamakee
Page
Appanoose
Clinton

Des Moines

Plymouth

Van Buren
Pottawattamie
Keokuk
Monroe
Webster
Warren
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1987
1995
1996
1996
19496
1996
Y6
1996
1946
1996
1996
1996
1996
192]
1996
1996

1995
1996
1996
1996
1996
1992
1996
1996
1996
1996
19496
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1996
1995
1996
1993
1996
1996
1996
1997
1996
1996
1996
|9R6
1995

1996
1995
1997
1996
199G
1996
1996
1996
1996
1946
1995
996
1996
1996
1995
1994
1996
1996
1997
1996

Jim Millard
Bill Saddler

Merle Stemner

Dan E ‘:H.ihgu‘ﬂ. Sr

hm Boxleter
Fom S Hyde

Howard Thompson

I'imothy J Harle
David L Klobnak
Larry Sebers
Kelvin Carpenter
Matthew R Lewis
Gary Chanpar
Bob Fernside
Nick Hildreth
Duane C Baumler
Mike Schaefer
William Watson
JeftPavek

Don Mealey
Merle Schulz
Wayne Salow

Doug Westercamp

lony Cnorgent
1D White

Dave Mvers
Dennis Welsh
Lynn Forke
Greg Frommelt
Chad Willilams
Michael Welch
Geerald T Dowell
Joe Mc Sorley
Kevin C Hedrick
Tracy Lee Meyers
Don Edwards
Denms Cavin
Larry Bryan
Ronald Gefaller

I'odd M Newcomb

Jason Fomey

Oreg Tumner
Andy Kohn

[ony Batcheller
John Bender
Kenneth Vaill
Bruce H Johnson

Birminghan
Harpers Ferry
Decorah
Argyle
Dubuque
Clear Lake
Aplington
Dubuque
Hamulton
Cedar Rapids
Woodard
Stanhope
Cedar Rapids
Council Bluffs
Colfax
Decorah
West Des Momes
Fairfield
Hiawatha
Norwalk
Pleasantville
Earlville
Keosauqua
Sitoux City
Montrose
Creston
Oelwemn
Carroll
Dubuque
Red Oak
Muscatine
Pella
Winfield
Dubuque
Cedar Rapids
Counctl Blufts
Claninda
Stuart

Cedar Rapids
Washington
Sioux City
Atlantc
Stoux City
Washington
Greentop
Shenandoah

("herokee

H.,-r-r;ntluw (ctober 1997 o lowa Consers 1]

Van Buren
Allamakee
Winneshiek

Dubuque
Cerro Gordo
Butler
Dubuque
Manon
Jones
Boone
Hamulton
Allamakee
Pottawattanmue
Polk
Winneshiek
Warren
Van Buren
Linn

Clarke
Marion
Clayton
Van Buren
Plymouth
Lee

Union
Buchanan
Guthrie

Montgomery
Muscatine
Marnon
Henry
Dubuque
Jones
Fremont
Laylor
Guthrie
Linn
Washington
1"k’""ll.lUni."‘l'lll’}r'
Cass
Woodbury
Washington
Davis
laylor
Cherokee

145 /8
144 7/8
144 4/8
144 4/8
144 |
144 1/
143 7
143 .7
143 6/
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143 0/
142 6/
142 4
142 3/
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1996
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| 996
| 905
1996
996
1996
1996
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1996
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1996
1996

1995
1 996
| 9496
| 996
| 996
1997
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1997
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1996
1996
1996
1995
1996
1996
1997
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Bob Burms
Monie Ferrel
Dave Elmore
Nathan Hasty
Ernie Burroughs
Max Studer

Bill J Ettleman
Cory Carlson
("had Hesseltine
William V Wilson
Bryan Cassady
Dick Barker

['odd Fischels
Cilenn Wilson
Armie Christenson
Irwin D Post 11
Mike Perkins
Mark D Moen
Bill Wagner

Bill Wagner
Mike Van Waan
Paul Straw

Doug Middle

Jon Pirtle

Todd Pennock
Cameron Williams
Mike Davis
RU:_H.‘! Wilson
Bob Rowden

Manchester
Davenport
Waterloo

Adel

Waukon

West Des Moines
[ hurman

Columbus Junction

Wmheld
Manchester
Centerville
Dubuque

La Porte City
Indianola
Underwood
Albia
Corydon
Ackworth
Ctumwa
Cttumwa
Stoux City
(Juasqueton
Rock \'J”{‘}
Ackworth
Elhott
Clannda
Mason City
Indepedence

Lirbana

BOW, NONTYPICAL

[ Minimum Qualifying Score -- 155 pts )

NAME

*Ric Porske
Mike Garber
Chad Laabs
Bruce Vahle
Brent Hines
Matt Wildman
Amold E Vest
lom E Cooper
Mark Thomson
Brad Mangler
him Wages
James L. Corkery
Chuck Stotts
Bobh Morley
Marty Edwards
Cireg Beaver

Joe Hanner
Mike Veigulis
Marty Edwards
Dawvid ] Kerkove
Raymond Dresser
Dwight Reiland

CROSSBOW,
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NAME

Robert Gross

:“ lowih Conservatio

CITY
Davenport
Eldon

Guthrne Center
Mediapolis
Indianola
Cedar Rapids
Otftumwa
Cedar Rapids
Sperry
Martelle

West Point
Cedar Rapids
Boone
Dubuque
(Omaha

Forest City
Guthrie Center
Altoona
Omaha

New Hampton
Keokuk
Belmond

TYPICAL

| d

CIry

Sageville

® Scplh mberOctober | WY

Delaware

Jackson

Ht.h.’lx Hawk
Dallas
Allamakee
Warren
Fremont
Louisa
Washington
Delaware
.-‘.'[’!|‘hi!'l.t'u.hc
Jackson
Black Hawk
Warren

Pottawattanme

Monroe
Wayne
Warren
Wapello
Wapello
Monona
Buchanan
Johnson
Warren
Montgomery
Page
Worth
Buchanan

Benton

COUNTY
TAKEN
Scott

Wapello County

Guthnie

Des Momes
Warren
Benton
Wapello
Davis County
Des Moines
Jackson

| S

Linn

Jackson
Fremont
Winnebago
Guthrie
(larke
Fremont
Chickasaw
lLec

Wnight

COUNTY
TAKEN

Jackson
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SCORE
221 6/8
200 6/8
195 ()
IR8 7
186 6
182 4
1824
182 0
179 4
173 2
172 1
170 6/
168
167 O
166 4
166 ()
162 6
162 6
161
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TOTAL

SCORE YEAR

16] 5/%

1996
1996
| 996
1996
| 996
1996
1996
1996
1996
| 96
| 996G
1 906
1995
1991
1993
1994
1 996
1995
1988
| 988
1 946G
19494
1996
1996
| 996
1996
1996
| 996K
1996

YEAR
1996
1996
1996
1997
1996
1996
1993
1996
1996
1996
| 996
1996
1997
1995
| 9496
1996
| 996
1996
1991
1996
1996
1995

1995

MUZZLELOAD

Minmumum Qualifvine S -1 T pis )

NAME
*Mike Garber

Tom E Cooper

¥

CIly
Eldon
Cedar Rapids

ER,NONTYPICAL

COUNTY
TAKEN
Wapello

Davis

MUZZLELOADER, TYPICAL

( Mimimum Qualifying Score -- 150 pts )

NAME

James Hedley
Chad Sorgdrager
Mark Moen

Jay Plank
David Esias
Michael Ungs Jr
Stan Wagner
Bill Moore

Bud Allen

Bob Golick

CITY
Dubuque
Stoux City
Ackworth
Wellman
Essex
Jesup
Elkader
Humeston
Winterset
Exline

COUNTY
TAKEN
Jones
Woodbury
Warren
Washington
Page
Winneshiek

Lucas
Madison

Appanoose

SHOTGUN, NONTYPICAL

[ Mimumum Qualifving Score-- 1T0 pis )

NAME CITY

Skip Wilson Redfield

Ron Nicolaisen Perry

Mike Tschiggine Cedar Rapids
Louie Floden Pella

Andy Lounsbury
Dave Porter
James L. Beetem

lesse Logan

Ronald D Steenhoek

Wayne A Sawyer
Daryl Gruber
Doug Hommer
Ryan Mensching
Douglas Glandutser
[erry Damelson
Daryl Sywassink
Doug Robison
Daryl Holdgrafer
Winston Rock
Dale Kreiss

Ken Schoening
Phil Gohlinehorst
Neil Wangness
Dana Zeller
Randy Fett
August Blauwet
Dave Mc Intire
Jim Andregg
Matt Hueser

Eric Roberts

Lary Christensen
Shawn Hams
Gerald Bailey
Ralph Goedken
Irevor Kimble Jr
Oscar Vaal

West Des Moines
Honey Creek
Dubuque
Medapohs
Prairie City
Waukon
Huxley

Milo
Knoxville
Eddywille
Redfield
Muscatine
Richmond
Spragueville
Low Moor
Tama

Sioux Rapids
Red Oak
Decorah

Lost Nation
Cedar Rapids
Larchwood
Maltord
Edgewood
Marcus
Victor

Lenox
Council Blufts
Salem
Lamont
Morning Sun
Eldon

COUNTY
TAKEN
Dallas
Dallas
Allamakee
Marion
Dallas
{:IJ."H\
Jackson
Lee

Jasper
Clayton
Allamakee
Warren
Page
Monroe
Cuthrie
Muscatine
Van Buren

Chinton
Jefterson
O’ Brien
Montgomery
Winneshiek
Clinton
Henry
Lyon
[Dickinson
Clayton
Cherokee
Monroe
laylor
Fremont
Van Buren
Allamakee
Lowmsa

Wapello

TOTAL
SCORE YEAR NAME
200 6/8 1996 *DonB
182 0/8 1996 DrGile
"Te
Jelt S
Enc
Joe Birk
TOTAL Rick W
SCORE YEAR
163 3/8 1997 ot M
159 4/8 1996 RillM
156 4/8 1996 EarlK
155 6/8 1996
155 2/8 1996
153 4/8 1996 RonBr
153 3/R 1996 !
152 /R 1996
150 4/8 1996 KevinH
150 3/8 1997 )
N
TOTAL William
SCORE YEAR
222 3/8 1996
218 4/8 1995
200 7/8 1995
200 3/8 1996
200 1/8 1996
199 4/8 1997
196 vy 1996
195 2/8 1996
195 /R 1996
191 /8 1996
|88 OV'S 1990
185 7/8 1995
[RS 3/8 1996
185 (/'S 1996
|85 (/R 1995
|84 4/8
183 4/8 1995
|83 0/8 1996
182 4/8 1997
179 7/8 1996
179 4/8 1972
77 0/8 1996
177 O/8 1990
175 6/8 1995
174 6/8 1970
174 /8 1996
173 5/8 1993
172 4/R 1996
173 3/8 1996
173 2/8 1996
173 (/8 1995
172 5/8 1996
172 2/8 1997
170 6/8 1996
170 4/8 1996
170 3/8




YEAR
1G04

: AT

YEAR
1996
1993
| 995
!':11_1[1
| 096
1997
1996
| 956
| 996
1996
| 90
1993
15%
| 946

1343

| gui
|99
1997
1996
1972
1996
1990
1993
1970

SHOTGUN, TYPICAL

{Mmimum Quahiving Score

NAME

*Don Boucher

*Dr Glen Madsen
*Denms Pollock
*Jeft Scott

Eric Thorstenson
Joe Birkenstock
Rick Wulfekuhle
loe Geiger

Scott Mc Intire

Bill Moore

Earl Kaitkkonen
Dave Montz

Pat Schilling

Ron Bryan

Wesley Gibbs
Margaret Mc Carthy
Kevin Howe
Thomas Baumgartner
Richard Mormis

Ronald Faidley
Alan Andrew
Doug Craff
Daryl Gruber
Derck Ellis
William Cole

iiup'l- i

CITY
Albian
West Des Moines
Humeston
Mapleton
Waukon
Burlington
Independence
Lone lree
Promise City
Humeston
Russell
Lansing
Peosta
Montezuma
Promise City
Magquoketa
Waukon
Mason City
Albia
Brooklyn
Newton
Brighton
Huxley
Tarkio

Des Moines

COUNTY
TAKEN
Marshall
Warren
Wayne
Monona
Allamakee
Des Moines
Fayette
Benton
Wayne
Lucas
Lucas
Allamakee
Jackson
Washington
Wayne
Jackson
Allamakee
Clayton
Monroe
Appanoose
Van Buren
Jefterson
Allamakee
Fremont
Van Buren

TOTAL
SCORE YEAR
245 3/8 196}
193 5/8 1994
191 4/8 1996
190 4/8 1996
187 7/8 1996
181 5/8 1996
178 3/8 1997
177 5/8 1996
176 6/8 1996
176 5/8 1996
175 5/8 1984
174 6/8 1996
173 28 1996
172 2/8 1995
171 6/8 1992
170 6/8 1996
170 5/8 1989
170 1/8 1996
170 (/8 1996
168 4/8 1995
168 4/8 1995
16R |/8 1996
167 6/8 1994
167 3/8 1995
166 7/8 1974

Phillip Voder
Rob Hess

Duke Bamhart
Howard Sinclair
Henry Mullent 111
Jason Herndon
Steve Reed
Jason La Grange
Bemard Beany
Jett Wilson
Craig Phipps
Nick Mandarich
Steve Pht“‘}j.
James Kolls

Sue Hubbard
Greg Stark

Kim Starcevic
Chnis Kohler
Brian Van Gundy
Scott Ingle
Kevin Martin

Al Fuller
RonOlson

Jerry Stocker
Edgar Boone
Kevin Martin
Derck Peterman
Craig R Van Gundy
L.ouis Bobinet
Cark Walter
Carl Walter
Kenny Alberts
James Berry
lack Benskin
James Schuler
Ron Sires
Ronald Brown
Scott Mc Intire
Kenny Capron
Roger Farver
James Carver
Rob Edwards
Jim Frank

Russ Etten
Dave Martin
David Hinz
Rusty Baum
Andy Mellecker
Jeff Krantz
Larry Sull

John Sickels
Lyle Kooiker
David Kickbush
William Heintz
Bill Wagner
Frank Stoos
RogerEllefson
Dale Bugenhagen
['im Manning
John Ashbacher
Nick Pauly
Larry Best
Herb Freerks
Ryan Moore
John Kollmorgen
Lows Bobinet
Brooks Brown
Bill Cowan

Milton
Dubugque
Chanton
Davis City
Milten
Monroe
[enox
Springville
Johnston
Mediapohs
Waukon
Council Bluffs
Red Oak
Stoux City
Manchester
Shenandoah
Albia
Waterloo
Des Moines
Hedrick
Mount Vernon
[oddville
Mason City
Eddywille
Wayland
Mount Vernon
Clannda
Woodward
Indianola
Hamilton
Hamulton
Coralville
Grandview
Guttenberg
West Union
Waterloo
Corning
Promise City
Parkersburg
Monroe
Alburnett
Columbus Junction
Urbana
Praineburg
Waukon
Waterloo
Sioux City
Riverside
Otho
Bronson
Creston
Marengo
Guttenberg
Lamoni
Ottumwa
Sioux City
Waterville
Monona
Lansing
Lansing
Oakville
Elkader
Clarksville
Clarnnda
Humboldt
Indianola
Clearfield
Exline

‘-h:|1t.:11..‘1-.'r Clctober | 99

Van Buren
Davis
Wayne
Warren
Van Buren
Marion
Adams
Jones
[Lucas
[.owsa
Allamakee

Pottawattamie

Montgomery
Woodbury
Clayton
Page
Monroe
Fayette
Dallas
Keokuk
Linn

h‘l‘lp\'gl
Floyd
Wapello
Jetierson
Linn

Page
Decatur
Warren
Marion
Marion
Johnson
Muscatine
Allamakee
Fayette
Allamakee
Adams
Wayne
Butler
Marnon
Clayton
Louisa
Benton
Linn
Allamakee
Guthrie
Plymouth
Monroe
Webster
Plymouth
Union
Warren
Clayton
Decatur
Wapelio
Monona
Allamakee
Clayton
Allamakee
Allamakee
Louisa
Clayton
Butler
Montgomenry
Hamson
Lucas
Ringgold
Appanoose
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Carolyn R Greatbatch
Denmis Steinkamp
Richard Bolander Sr
Rockv Sanderson
Craig Hanchett
Brian Wenger

Rick Wultekuhle
Mike Jackson
Mitch Roland

Doug Aistrope
Bruce Ahrens
Kenny Brown

Terrv Fernside
Steven Wical

Bill Saddler

Doug Fuller

Iim Soholik

Stan Shipley

Alan Lamm

Dan Foster

Richard Hargei
Gerald L Rockwell
Bruce Larsen

Gary Wosoba

Dan Hasscock
Chad Dummermuth
Randy Hammond
Mike Rees

Knoxwille
Woodward
Burlington
Cedar Falls
Oskaloosa
Ryan
Independence
Bellevue
Knoxville
Randolph
lowa City
.-'\ﬁllll
Council Bluffs
Grundy Center
Harpers Ferry
Boone

.one Tree
Vilhisca
Ogden
Osceola
Center Point
Maquoketa
Lansing
Monmoth
Montrose
Elgin
Hormick

Guthrie Center

Marnon
Dallas

lefterson

Hardin
Mahaska
Delaware
Buchanan
Jackson
Marion
Fremont
Washington
LUnion
Harmmison
Adams
Allamakee
Adams
Johnson
Montgomery
Boone
Decatur
Lee

Jones
Allamakee
Jackson
Lee
Fayette
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by Larry Zach

Chris Nelson Central City Allamakec 151 4/8 1996
Eric J Tweet Stoux City Plymouth 151 4/8 1996
Jesse F Grifhs Avoca Hamson 151 4/8 1957
Nathan Murders WestBurlington  Wapello 151 3/8 1996
Jerry Suby Walford Jackson 151 2/8 1991
Dale Kimball Spirit Lake Dickinson 151 2/8 1996
Joe Clawson Sigourney Keokuk 151 0/8 1996
Eugene R Kipp Yale Guthrie 151 /8 1996
Andy Coffman Milo Warren 151 /8 1992
JoshNecley Bonaparte Van Buren 151 0/8 1995
Joe Viazny Monona Clayton 150 7/8 1995
Kenny Fleming Richmond Washington 150 5/8 1996
John Brandhof Mitchellville Marion 150 5/8 1994
Dennis Beer Anita Cass 150 4/8 1996
Ray Halverson Marshalltown Marshall 150 4/8 1996
Ben Lounsbury WestDesMoines  Dallas 150 3/8 1994
Daniel O'Neill Minden Shelby 150 3/8 1994
Chns Baues Stratford Webster 150 3/8 1996
Scott Wiemerskirch Bellevue Dubuque 150 2/8 1996
I'im Dunphy | akewood Union 150 2/8 1996
Robert Hennessy Waukon Allamakee 150 1/8 1994
Gary Snodgrass Newton Monroe 150 1/8 1996
Adam Woerdeman Salem Henry 150 1/8 1995
Rick Wulfekuhle Independence Buchanan 150 /8 1989
Richard Stolfus Lawler Chickasaw 150 0/8 1996
George D Marshall Monroe Marion 150 O/8 1996
David Gnier Montezuma Pottawattamie 150 /8 1996
Dale R Sykora Smithland Woodbury 150 0/8 1996

During the mid-1990s, an exceptional nontypical

whitetail lived in a bowhunting-only area in I[llinois,
At his peak, in 1995,

years old, he carried a massive 26-point

managed for quality whitetail deer
when he was 6-1
rack with five drop points and an estimated 33-1/2-inch
outside spread. When 1 first learned about this phenom-

enally nontypical whitetail, I decided to hunt for him

Though I never got a shot. 1 was lucky enough to see him

Old Rivals - Whitetail

i my headhghts as I left the hunting area one evening.
Many people in the area knew of his existence and
whereabouts. He was frequently seen and photographed on

numerous occasions, Nine of his sheds have been col-

In spite of all this, he was able to elude bowhunters
A video tape taken during the fall of 1994
captured a violent fight between the nontypical and a big.

lected
for many vears
typical, ten-poimnt which also lived in the same area. These
two bucks became the main focus for my painting Old
Rivals - Whitetail, teatured on the cover of this 1ssue. The
November scene captures the two bucks crossing paths at
an abandoned farmstead shortly after sunnse.

In addition to the rival bucks. I have included five
other 'mvalnes,’ the most obvious being an old John Deere
and Farmall.

For information on this or other Zach wildlife art
prints, contact your local fine art gallery or White Oak
Publishing, 901 SE Trlemn Drive, Ankeny, lowa 50021,
phone (515) 964-1570
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SHOTGUN, TYPICAL

Name
*Don Boucher

Harold Dickman, S

Wayne A. Bills
Kenneth Tilford
Michael R. Edle

George L. Ross

Forest N. Richardson

*DrGlen Madsen
*Dennis Pollock

*leff Scott

City

Albian
Woodbine
Des Moines
Lamom
Danville
Ctumwa
New Virginia
W. Des Moines
Humeston
Mapleton

SHOTGUN, NONTYPICAL

Name
Larry Raveling
Lyle Spitznoggle

David Mandersheid

Carroll Johnson
Larry J. Caldwell
Carl Wenke

Robert Wonderhich
Wendell R, Prottsman
Frederick A. Becker

Edgar Shields

City
Emmetsburg
Wapello
Welton
Moorhead
Des Moines
Cedar Rapids
Oskaloosa
Mt. Pleasant
Guttenberg
Grand River

County
Taken
Marshall
Harrison
Hamilton
Decatur
Des Moines
Wapello
Warren
Warren
Wayne
Monona

County
Taken
Clay
Louisa
Jackson
Monona
Warren
Lee
Monroe
Henry
Clayton
Decatur

MUZZLELOADER, TYPICAL

Name

lerry W, Conover

Bruce L. Hupke
Patrick G. Burkle
Charles Hixson
Kevin Burge
Steve Carter
Rick Bames
David Hammel
Jeft Kauzlarich
Chns Ruggen

City
Stoux City
Carlisle
Earlville
Chariton
Hambure
Washimngton
Carhisle
Dorchester
Rathbun
Ankeny

County
Taken
Monona
Warren
Clayton
Lucas
Fremont
Henry
Decatur
Allamakee
Appanoose
Polk

MUZZLELOADER, NONTYPICAL

Name

Mike '.".hmd_’»‘
Vincent P. Jauron
Damel Kaufman
letf Tussey
Denny Baum
*Mike Garber
Dean Beyer

Jim Evans
Steve Mundel|
Ed Banks

BOW, TYPICAL

Name

*Duane Miller
Lloyd Goad
Robert Miller
Steven E. Tyer
Roy Allison

Jettery L. Whisker

Richard B. Swin

City
Hamburg
Harlan
Wapello
Creston
Ottumwa
Eldon
Osage
Muscatine
Ottumwa

Leus

City

{Jnawa
Knoxville
Wyoming
North Liberty
Knoxville
Clhinton

Des Momes

County
Taken
Fremont
Monona

L ouisa
Umion
Wapello
Wapello
Mitchell
Muscatine
Monroe
Muscatine

County
Taken
Monona
Monroe
lones
lohnson
Monroe
Scott
Polk

Year
1061
1964
1974
985
| 98Y
1969
| 989
1994
| l}"l{‘r
1996

Year
19713
1982
1977
| 968
[L]Ij”
1972
1970
|ORR
1993
|OR6

Year
1990
1994
1990
989
It;t;:
1987
1904
19910
1959
1904

Y ear
1990
1990
1984
1995
1990
1996
199
1905
199]
1994

Year
1996
1962
1977
1994
1995
1993

1981

Total

Score

245-3/8
200-2/8
|949.5/8
|9R-1/8
196-4/8
|95-1/8
[94-3/%
1 93-5/8
19]-4/%
190-4/8

Total
Score
282-0

ISN.T

= =

‘i.“.._".‘
256-2

al

248-b
245-0)
244-6
231-1
230-0
‘l‘n} 6
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Total
Score
182-7/
1 70-
170-2
1 70-0/%
l67-7
167-0
166-2
| 66-1
165-5

165-1

-
o0 Do oo

= e e

of oF OC of

Fotal

Ncore

210-2/%
200-1/8
205-3/8
205-0/8
202-1/8
200 6/8
200-5/8
196-0)/8
196-0)/%
194-]/8

Total

Score

198 3/8
197-6/8
194-2/8
194-0/8
193-5/8
19]1-0)/8
19()-5/8

*Randy Petersburg
Kevin Peterson
*Dave Zima

Waukon
Mediapolis
Blair

BOW, NONTYPICAL

Name

Russ Clarken
Mike Hobart

Terry M. Long
lack Schuler Jr
Jerry M. Monson
*Ric Porske

David Propst
Blaine R. Salzkom
Gieorge A. Smith
C'hris Hackney

* indicates a new entry into the All-Time |n|'s 10 Racks

City
Desoto
Prole

Des Moines
Indianola
Clear Lake
Davenport
Duncombe
Sutherland
Monona
Allerton

Allamakee
Des Momes
Monona

County
Taken
Dallas
Madison
Polk
Decatur
Cerro Gordo
Scott
Webster
Clay
Allamakee
Wayne

ALL-TIME TOP 10 RECORD RACKS

1996
‘[:;Ht;
| "_“*f'l

Year

1994
1993
|95
1995
1977
1996
1987
1970)
199]
1983

Seplember/October |97 e lowa Consery

189 1/8
|88-1/8
|86 4/8

Total
Score
236-7/8
229-5/8
229 -1-..1":'\'
22°7-(/8
222-1/8
221 6/8
219-3/8
218-1/8
217-4/8
R

215-5/8
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In 1996, many people contacted their legislators about too much crop damage (below), too many
deer/vehicle accidents and too many deer in urban areas.

re they the Klllg'x

@sants have a nght to

Wi s the center of a

dl controversy Se RO LT l".lll'uru_‘;m
9 Ors centUife 8l
of this country. In some people’s mind,

this question has never been settled.

0 the settling

But the legal system put in place by our
founding fathers established long ago
that wildlife in this country belongs to
everyone, not just to the government
(King) or the landowner (Noblemen).
The government (federal or state) was
given responsibility to manage wildife
for all the people.

Our present system of managing
wildlife evolved in stages, starting with
a peniod of no hunting laws which saw
the extinction on a national scale of the
passenger pigeon and the near loss of
the bison. On the state scene, whole-
sale destruction of habitat eliminated
the bison, elk, wolf, grizzly bear. giant
Canada goose, wild turkey, prairie
chicken and others. Early conserva-
tionists worked hard to establish a
system to protect wildlife and its
habitat for the enjoyment of all people.
Aldo Leopold and Ding Darling. among
others, fought long and hard to estab-
lish a system to manage wildlife on a
scientific basis outside the influence of
politics. lowa has always been a leader
in this endeavor. We established a
system of citizens (the Natural Re-
source Commuission) appointed by the
governor to oversee the management of
these valuable resources. Our early
conservation leaders clearly saw the
problems that developed when a vocal,
politically active minority ruled over
the more quiet majority.

Our system, which employs highly
tramed scientsts to manage fish and
wildlite. delivered the wood duck from
near extinction to become the most
numerous nesting duck in lowa: deer
and beaver from a rarity to too many in
some places: reestablished giant
Canada geese and wild turkeys to
impressive population levels; returned

rver otters, trumpeter swans, peregrine
falcons and prairie chickens back to
wild existence. All in all, it's a very
impressive record.

Recently, however. some of the
public has turned from the Department
of Natural Resources to the legislature
to settle differences of opinion on how
these resources are managed. The
white-tailed deer I1s a prime example.

Deer were a scarce commodity
prior to the late 1940s, and from the
1950s to early 1970s they were care-
fully protected by most landowners
The first deer hunting season of modern
ttmes was held in the fall of 1953.
Over the next 30 years. most public
input demanded more deer for wider
I ional and viewing opportunities.
In the 1970s, landowners loudly
demanded the department manage deer
to provide all landowners at least one
free any-sex license each year. At the
same time, other sporting groups were
asking for more hunting opportunities.
These requests were listened to,
discussed at length by the old Conser-
vation Commission, and a program was
put in place to deliver a thriving deer
herd. The program was highly success-
ful thanks to well-trained biologists,
cooperative landowners and supportive
hunters.

But with success came some pain.
PL‘“P‘;C not interested in deer became
very vocal about having too many. In
the late 1980s, the DNR responded by
reducing deer numbers in much of the
northern half of the state. Very
quickly, however, hunters and farmers
expressed their displeasure and wanted
to see more deer. In much of northern
lowa, a herd rebuilding took place by
limiting the number of antlerless deer
being Killed. The result, as before, was
success. Deer numbers are back, but so
are the complaints from those not
enamored with deer.

In 1996, many people contacted
their legislators about too much crop
damage. too many deer/vehicle acci-

Management

of Our
Wildlife

Article by Richard A. Bishop
Photos by Roger A. Hill




Our reintroduction and
management of turkeys and
Canada geese has been
nothing short of phenomenal,
and these resources are being
enjoyed by many people across
the state.
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and too many deer in urban areas

dents

A survey of landowners by the Farm
Burcau and the DNR showed about one-
third of the tarmers hiked the present
deer herd or thought 1t should increase.
one-third were tairly satistied but

thought the deer herd should be reduced

shightly, and one-third of the farmers
thought the deer should be greatly
reduced. This diversity of opinion
doesn 't lead to a clear course of action
for dealing with deer.

The current DNR management
program calls for a shift from increasing
o reducing deer numbers once popula-
tions exceed the level needed to provide
the hunting and viewing opportunities
I'he extent of this
The

second part of the deer management

the public requests.
reduction 1s the key to this issue.

plan addressed the differences in
landowners’ feelings on how many deer
we should have. DNR policy was set to
accommodate those landowners
satisfied with deer numbers and at the
same time address specific
problems where tree growers
or crop farmers felt there
were oo many. Most of these
situations can be dealt with
during the hunting season. by
placing more hunters n the
areas of concern and making
Where this
1S not practical, additional

them shoot does.

depredation permits for
antlerless animals could be
Issued

Adjusting deer numbers
in specific local areas 1s our
management objective.
“Block management,” as it is
called in Montana. 1s an
effective way to manage deer
numbers for people with
different views of how many
deer we should have. In
essence, 1t allows higher deer
numbers where landowners
are receptive; yet allows the
DNR, landowners and hunters
to reduce numbers n local

areas where the tolerance to

¢ W ¢ deer s lower. Almost
L
e everyone wins under this
WU management, rather than

jumping from oo many to oo
few deer or vice versa. This makes
sense when you are trying to manage 4
public resource for a public that has
many different opinions on the subject.

I'he bigger issue 1s how should we
manage lowa’s wildlife? Should a

vocal munority make legislative
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decisions for the majority”? Our current
political system responds to vocal
minorities regardless of right or wrong.
How will wildlife be managed in the
future? — by professional biologists or
by political arm twisting”

The 1997 General Assembly
introduced numerous bills to direct the
management of lowa’s deer herd.
These bills ranged from taking manage-
ment responsibility away from the DNR
and giving it to the Federal Animal
Damage Control program (an extension
of the U. S. Department of Agriculture)
to laws demanding a much reduced
deer population. Most of these bills
failed, thankfully. Two bills passed
allowing landowners a second free
license in areas where special late-
season deer reduction hunts are al-
lowed. This 1s a good common-sense
law. The second bill that passed
established two depredation biologist
positions within the DNR to work
primarily on wildlife depredation. This
is more fully explained to the right.

Deer are currently the focal point,
but turkeys and Canada geese will be
next. Our reintroduction and manage-
ment of these two species has been
nothing short of phenomenal, and these
resources are being enjoyed by many
people across the state. The future
recreational opportunities provided by
turkeys and geese will soon be items of
discussion in front of the legislature
because a vocal minority of citizens
does not want more than a “Noah’s ark™
numbers of these species. The political
system 1s not the w ay lo manage
wildlife resources. Ding Darling would
turn over in his grave if he could hear
that politics were being interjected into
resource management once again.

If this trend continues, those who
are enjoying these resources must
become politically active and loud, or
gracefully accept the consequences. It
we don’t, [lowa may not be as pleasant a
place in the future for those of us who

enjoy the out-of-doors.

Richard Bishop is chief of the
department's wildlife bureau is Des
Moines.




1998
STAMP

DESIGNS

The 1998 lowa Duck Stamp was designed
by Sherrie Russell Meline of Mount Shasta,
Califormia. Meline has been a professional
artist since the mid-1970s. She holds many
awards and credits for her work, including
1998-99 Towa Ducks Unlimited Artist of the
Year, California Ducks Unlimited Sponsor
Artist, 1997-98 lIdaho Ducks Unlimited Artist
of the Year and 1995 and 1997 Arnizona Duck
Stamp. Meline's design of a pintail pair 18
sized at 6-1/2" x 11." and 1s available as a
sponsor print through Ducks Unlimited, or for
$95 as an artist edition by writing Sherrie
Russell Meline, 2116 Tanager Ln., Mount
Shasta, CA 96067 or calling 916-926-3477

The 1998 lowa Habitat Stamp, a quail

trio, was designed once again by national
award-winning artist Larry Zach of Ankeny.
Zach also designed the cover of this 1ssue, Old
Rivals - Whitetail. Signed and numbered prints
of the habitat stamp are available for $935 and
artist proofs are $125. Both prices include a $5
mint stamp. Image size 1s 6-1/2" x 11." Prints
of the stamp and cover are available through
local art dealers or by writing White Oak
Publishing. 901 SE Trilein Dr., Ankeny, A
50021 or calling 515-964-1570.

['he 1998 Towa Trout Stamp print was
designed by lowa “industrial wildhife™ artist

J.D. Speltz. Speltz has been the recipient of

two national and six state stamp awards. This
year's stamp includes a brown trout with Twin
Springs and Pulpit Rock near Decorah. The
print image 1s 6-1/2" x 11." Each regular
edition print 1s $39.95; artist proofs are $49.95.
[here 1s a limited edition of 150 prints and 15
artist proofs. Stamps can be purchased for $10.
Prints can be purchased by writing Speltz
Studio of Wildlife, Box 391, Armstrong, IA
50514 or calling 712-864-3001 .

1998 Duck Stamp

D = = =

1998 Trout Stamp
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Article by Julie Tack

First Annual Ilowa Electrathon

The Little Engines

What does it take to build a ca
from scratch? Hard work, ingenuity,
and teamwork. Combine that with a
desire to learn energy conservation
and a group of spunky teachers and
students — and you’ve got the lowa
Electrathon.

What is an Electrathon?

[t’s a race in which single-person
electric cars, tit"ﬂl}__l”L'll to be CNnergy
efficient and produce less pollution,
compete on a closed-loop course. The
car to complete the most laps in one
hour wins. Most participants are high
school students enrolled 1n an mdustnal
arts or science class. Electrathons are
erowing in popularity across the
country, with involvement from all
types of organizations and age groups
The First Annual lowa Electrathon,

T TR

That Could

il

e =,
f..'..-n;:ﬁ-lrwh
B et s it

held on May 17 at Hawkeye Downs 1n
(Cedar Rapids. teatured eight teams
from lowa and Michigan. Dubuque
Hempstead's entry, the Predator, won
first place, with the Prainie Chuck
Wagon from Pramne High School 1n
(Cedar Rapids coming 1n a close second.
Two teams that deserves a mention are
Waverly-Shell Rock and Cedar Rapids
Kennedy, which spent the entire
semester building cars, but were unable
to compete in the race.

The Electrathon 1s an exciting
event, but 1t's also the culmination of
much more than a one-hour race. What
eoes into an Electrathon from both
organizers and participants 1S
months and montks of preparation, and
a learning experience that will last a
lifetime.

".'”




| 9977 Electrathon Results

Laps Time Miles Per Hour
Hempstead 59 1:00):56 27.72
Prairie High School 53 1:00:11 24.9
Coopersville 777 (Ml) 33 1:00:14 249
Maquoketa Valley 53 1:00:14 24.9
Hubbard Radchifte 51 | :00):29 23.96
Perry 35 1:00:09 16.44
Pleasant Valley Y didn’t fimish 4.22
Coopersville (MI) 9 didn’t finish 4.22

Behind the Scenes

In lowa, the Center for Energy -
: . )
and Environmental Education 1n _t,;:f*

Cedar Falls along with the lowa

Renewable Energy Association (I-

Renew) spearheaded etforts to bring Com
an Electrathon to the state. Then |
preparation started more than a year

ago by targeting schools with the schools
concept of using electric car develop- busi;
ment as a teaching tool. Through a comn

series of workshops and newsletters,

ronmental Education

the two organizations were able to
recruit |12 schools that showed an
interest in participating, six from lowa
and two from Michigan actually

rev and Emy

JOHN DEERE DUBUQUE WORKS competed.

_HERRIG & HERRIG IN = I
S, 'he purpose of the Electrathon i1s Fhis

nter for Ene

to teach students the tII‘IIH'T'LIﬂl ¢ ol

('

alternative fuel resources through a

hands-on learning experience. It also

combines education on mechanics.
electronics, design and dratting,

acrodynamic principles, lfund-raising

and public relations.
According to Tom Deves, |-

Renew board member and a chiel
organizer of the event, “Electrathon is "
not only fun, it teaches students aboul
the environmental problems associ-

ated with fossil fuels, and that there 1s

a viable alternative.” Do

and Eovironmental Educatio

Students benefit by learning not
only how to build a car, but also

Enerim

environmental awareness, how to
oenerate publicity, keep records and

5 accountng, and long-term project

planning

Dubuque Hempstead's entry (top), the Predator, won first place. Hubbard-
Radcliffe (above) makes some last-minute adjustments to their vehicle. My
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Communities Get Involved

Because of the cost associated with
building a car, around $1,500, many
schools asked for donations from
businesses and organizations in their
communities. Companies such as
hardware stores, car repair shops and
manufacturers were usually very
excited to contribute. The schools also
developed printed brochures and gave
presentations to community groups in
order 1o generate mterest.

This Year’s Participants

The lowa schools that built electric
cars this year each took unique ap-
proaches to teaching the important
concepts, raising money and building
the cars. For example:

Dubuque Hempstead were guests
on local radio and television stations to
create public awareness about therr
project, They also established informa-
tion on a Web site, which generated e-
mail requests for information.

Cedar Rapids Kennedy created
four work teams student could join:
Public Relations and Accounting, Body
and Chassis, Power Systems., and
Support. Each had their own work
plans and objectives.

Hubbard-Radcliffe canvassed
their community for donations and ob-
tained well above their original goal.

Maquoketa Valley obtained

design assistance for their car from

local engineers, and substantial contri-

butions from EXIDE battery, who also

provided design recommendations.
Waverly Shell Rock watched

videos. drove demo cars, and even

created a four-page brochure about their

project in preparation of building then
electric car,

Cedar Rapids Prairie lirst
constructed a prototype out of wood,
and thenbuilt their racing vehicle out ol
aluminum with a three-wheel design

Perry developed a car with a duel-
drive chassis -- one for electricity and
one for gas -- so the school could
compele 1 two types ol races

Pleasant Valley drew intricate
drafting diagrams in order to better plan

the desien of their electric car

Want to Participate?
Here’s How!

If your school would like more
information about how to participate in
next year's lowa Electrathon, contact:
The Center for Energy and Environ-
Matt

Yy Lo s ¥~ 1 |

Lorenzen Phone: (319) 273-2573 Fax:
(319) 27

mental Education Attention

-7140 and e-maul;

electrathon(@ uni.edu

Julie Tack 1s an energy informeftion
spectalist for the department in Des
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How Much Pollution is Too
Much?

100,000 miles driven in a gas-
powered car generates 2,623
pounds of carbon dioxide, 2,574
pounds of carbon monoxide and
172 pounds of nitrogen oxide.

100,000 miles driven in an
electric car generates five
pounds of carbon dioxide, nine
pounds of carbon monoxide and
61 pounds of nitrogen oxide.




Dubuque, I was fortunate to spend the
majority of my childhood discovering

the magic powers of moving water.

banks lined with overhanging trees,
where old snags cut V-shaped wakes
in the current, had captivating
powers. The creek was like an
overwhelming magnet -- drawing
most Kids in the neighborhood 10
nearly every type of adventure --
where we hived and dreamed of a
“Mark Twain™ lite on the river
L.ooking back on these
experiences, many of the impor-

tant lessons learned about rivers
and streams through childhood

adventures on Cathish Creek are

and n raising kids of my own.
Needless to say. like a magnet,
these same adventures draw my
own Kkids toward the niver's edge. One
gle most of many stream and river ;uh'vlnu.lﬂ:n.
they have recently discovered is fishing!
Rivers and streams ar¢ one of the best
places to start kids fishing because the
techniques can be as simple as a hook
and worm. And finding a place to fish
can be as close as your own bacKyard.
In fact, rivers and streams provide the
most abundant, locally available water
to fish in the state, with more than

10,000 miles of flowing water through-

I out lowa!

Another advantage of fishing rivers
and streams is the abundance and wide
| re at P l a c e S variety of fish species inhabiting these

waters. Often, you don't know whal

fish species may be tugging on the other

' I \ end until you reel it in. Depending on
: O G e t S t a r te d the particular stream or river you're
fishing, there 1s a good possibility you
could catch any one of 30 to 40 differ-
Article and photos by Gary Siegwarth  eng species. This provides an excellent
opportunity for young anglers learning
to identify various lowa fish. (For a hst
of some river fish you might find on the

end of vour line, see page 34.)

To most young kids, the fun of
simply catching fish 1s more important

Growing up on Catfish Creek near

Swirling currents moving along creek

still valued today both on the job
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410ng undercut banks, necar rirries, or
around some type of structure such as a
fallen tree or submerged logs and rocks.
Stream fish tend to concentrate in these
areas because they provide needed
cover from the current and predators,
and provide an abundance of natural
food.

One stream-dwelling fish perfect
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Rivers and streams are one of
the best places to start kids
fishing because the techniques

can be as simple as a hook and
worm. And finding a place to fish
can be as close as your own
backyard. In fact, rivers and
streams provide the most

abundant, locally available water to

fish in the state with more than
10,000 miles of flowing water
throughout lowa!

et
el




Great Place
To Get Star

Article and photos by Gary Siegwarth
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nsning, tere 1S a 2ood possibility you
could catch any one of 30 to 40 differ-
ent species. This provides an excellent
opportunity for young anglers learning
to identify various lowa fish. (For a list
of some river fish you might find on the
end of your line, see page 34.)
To most young kids, the fun of

simply catching fish 1S more important



> TO: The lowa Conservationist

makes the perfect holiday
gift for anyone on your
list. And NOW, for a /
limited time, order that

= perfect gift at 50% off

J the regular one-year +
subscription rate of $9.97. /

For only $5, give your friends and rela-
tives six outstanding issues of the Jowa
Conservationist. A card will be sent to
each recipient notifying them of your gift.
You may also renew your subscription
for one year at the same special price.

Plus, gift recipients will also receive the
popular lowa Conservationist Calendar

3 for 1998 -- FREE! You can order addi-
tional calendars for $3 each.

Ordering is easy:

® Fill in gift subscription information. Additional gift
orders may be included on a separate sheet.

B Fill in your name and address.

W Mark whether you are ordering giftsand/or a new

~ecial rale or renewal subscription for youself.

® Mark whether you are ordering additional calendars

B Enclose a check or money order, made out to the
lowa Department of Natural Resources, for the
total amount. Credit card orders call 515-281-3887

B Mail today!

One-year subscriptions only.
Please allow eight weeks for subscriptions to begin
and to receive calendars. '
Calendar quantities are limited.
Offer expires December 31, 1997
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along undercut banks, near rrries, or
around some type of structure such as a
fallen tree or submerged logs and rocks.
Stream fish tend to concentrate in these
areas because they provide needed
cover from the current and predators,
and provide an abundance of natural
food.

One stream-dwelling fish perfect

Rivers and streams are one of
the best places to start kids
fishing because the techniques

can be as simple as a hook and
worm. And finding a place to fish
can be as close as your own
backyard. In fact, rivers and
streams provide the most

abundant, locally available water to
fish in the state with more than
10,000 miles of flowing water
throughout lowa!
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NSMNgE, Mere 15 a gooa possibiity you
could catch any one of 30 to 40 differ-

opportunity for young anglers learning
to identify various lowa fish. (For a hst
of some river fish you might find on the
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ent species. This provides an excellent

end of your line, see page 34.)

To most voung kids, the fun of
simply catching fish 1s more important

Before sealing envelope, be sure to include remittance.



siure 1o ine lude remitiance
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1ling envi

Belore se:

than the particular species or size of
fish. I can vividly remember the hikes
up to the house from Catfish Creek
carrying a stringer ol creek chubs, Rivers and streams are one of
the best places to start kids
fishing because the techniques
can be as simple as a hook and
worm. And finding a place to fish
can be as close as your own
backyard. In fact, rivers and
streams provide the most
abundant, locally available water to
fish in the state with more than
10,000 miles of flowing water
throughout lowa!

suckers and bullheads. Even though
the fish were somewhat dried out
and covered with dirt from being
drug across corn fields and :
pastures on my way home,
onlookers would have thought |
just won a million-dollar bass
tournament from the pnde |
had showing off my catch.

One of the most impor-
tant lessons I've learned
from taking beginning
anglers fishing 1s to keep the methods
as simple as possible. The main
components of our four-year-olds’
tackle box are a few hooks, some
sinkers and various sizes of bobbers.
Although, on occasion, we find some of
these tackle box components (such as
hooks) lodged 1n the living room carpet,
this basic fishing equipment provides
most of the essentials for our stream and
river fishing trips.

At the river, the simplest approach
1S to tie on a small sinker and a hook,
bait the hook and throw 1t in. Now it's
just a matter of waiting for the fish to
take the bait and setting the hook. In
more slack-water pools, another good
approach for kids is to use a small
bobber. This makes it easier for them
to know when the fish is nibbling at
their bait and when to give the line a
tug. As young anglers become more
experienced, they can be introduced to
more advanced fishing methods and
tackle, such as spinners and jigs.

Some of the best fishing areas to
target along most streams are located
along undercut banks. near nffles, or
around some type of structure such as a
fallen tree or submerged logs and rocks.
Stream fish tend to concentrate in these
areas because II]L‘} pros ide needed
cover from the current and predators,
and provide an abundance of natural
Tl}l.‘lld

One stream-dwelling fish perfect



Creek chub fishing can provide fast action and prized
catches for young kids.

for young anglers 1s the creek chub.
Creek chub fishing can be excellent
entertainment and practice for

With creek chub
fishing, there is usually little waiting

beginning anglers

between bites and the fish are easy to
catch using a worm or other bait on a
very small hook. This gives young
kids good practice teeling fish tug on
the line and then the excitement of
reeling them in. Small predator fish
such as creek chubs can be found in
the upper reaches of nearly any good
quality stream throughout lowa,

The channel catfish 1s another
good target for young anglers. This
species 1s one of the most popular
gamefish among lowa anglers and 1s
casily recognized by Kids. Channel
catfish are also, by far, the most
abundant game species inhabiting
interior rivers and streams. They can
be found in nearly every river in the
state. Many of lowa’'s rivers support
channel catfish densities as high as
2.000

for voung Kids 1s
trout fishing.
l'here are
nuUMmMerous
coldwater trout
streams
located
throughout
northeast
lowa. They
provide greal
places for
kKids to fish.
These
streams
olffer a
diversity ol
opportuni-
Lies 1or
young
anglers,
ranging

from

catch-

and-release areas with wild trout

fish per

mile! Northern Pike Walleye Smallmouth Bass Largemouth Bass  Rock Bass

Since Green Sunfish Bluegill Black Crappie Channel Catfish Orange Spotted Sunfish
channel Black Bullhead Carp Yellow Bullhead Freshwater Drum White Bass

catfish Yellow Bass Creek Chub Gizzard Shad Bigmouth Buffalo  Quillback Carpsucker

rely Highfin Carpsucker
mainly Shovelnose Sturgeon
Common Shiner
Brook Trout

on their
keen

Silver Chub
White Sucker
Golden Shiner
Mooneye

River Carpsucker
Northern Hogsucker
Longnose gar
Brown Trout

Northern Redhorse
Central Stoneroller
Shortnose gar

Golden Redhorse
Hornyhead Chub
Rainbow Trout

sense of
smell for
feeding, a good approach tor catching
catfish 1s to tip the hook with some
type of live bait, cut bait, or “stink
bait.” Another key to catching
channel catfish on rivers and streams
Is to be mobile. If vou don’t catch a
fish within a short period of ume, 1t
may simply be a matter of moving
downstream above the next log pile o
pool. During April through June, you
can also catch catfish in surprisingly
small-sized streams, because fish are
moving through these areas prior to
spawning

Another popular type of angling

populations to numerous streams
stocked weekly with catchable-size
rainbows, browns and brook trout. On
these same streams, a variety of other
fish species such as white suckers and
creek chubs can also be caught. A
detailed map showing the location of
coldwater streams throughout north-
cast lowa can be obtained by contact-
ing your local DNR ofhice,

No matter what stream or river in
lowa you venture to, or what fish
species you prefer to catch. the most
important thing to remember when
laking young anglers hishing 1s to

simply have fun and let kids be Kids!
Many times my kids love to fish for
about 15 minutes betore entering nto
the realm of “niver time.” when they are
suddenly off climbing trees, chasing
frogs. collecting shells and rocks,
getting wet and muddy, or just being
mischievous . . . but, thinking back to
my own childhood adventures on
Catfish Creek, that was the best part
about bemng a kid!

Garyv Sieewarth is a fisheries biologist
for the department at Man hestel




Small Streams Make
Big Fun For Little Anglers

From top counterclockwise:

The key to a young anglers tackle box is
simplicity. A few hooks, sinkers, bobbers and an
excited young angler are all that is needed to get
started.

A simple worm on a hook will catch a variety of
river and stream fish species.

A little assistance hooking the first few worms . . .

... and some advice on what to wait for and what
to do when there's a nibble. . .

.. . can result in some quick and surprising
catches such as this common shiner.

nfish
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Common Ground For Communicating

As | sit here making plans for a
deer hunt with my son this fall, I realize
how lucky I am to be able to share the
outdoors with him. Adam 1s 16 vears
old now and 1s 1in a time of his hife when
things are changing quickly. | don't
pretend to understand his world. My
teenage world of the 1960s was much
different and. | believe, much simpler.

[ do believe the time he and | have
spent hunting. fishing and trapping
together has given us a common ground
for communicating, one which helps n
all areas of our lives.

Early this spring. while checking
fishing licenses. | happened upon a
mother and her daughter. The mother
asked a lot of questions about where to
fish and what to fish with. She men-

tioned she hadn't fished since her father
had taken her as a small child, but she

always had fond memories of the trips.
All this time, the daughter sat about 30

by Joe Pestotnik

feet away with a Walkman turned up so
loud we could hear it. I remember a
green streak in her hair covering one
side of the headset.

The woman said there had been
some problems with her daughter. She
wanted to spend more time with her.
With money tight, she thought they
could use her father's old fishing gear
for something to do. An hour later, |
drove back by the location and though
they were still 30 feet apart. they might
as well have been 30 miles apart --
mom looking at her newspaper,
daughter enjoying her music

In late July, I noticed a car parked
near a farm pond and | stopped to see if
someone was fishing. As | walked
down the hill towards the pond, 1 saw
two women on lawn chairs who were

Joe Pestomik is a conservation officer

Ron Johnson

fishing -- at least they had poles in the
water. Mostly they were laughing and
visiting, two old friends on a nice
summer afternoon. They were about
three feet apart and so involved in their

conversation they didn't notice me until Th;

| said "hello.” 'sn

e arl
['his startled them and as one P

. grol

turned towards me, | noticed a green with

streak in her hair. Sure enough, 1t was Way

the same mother and daughter | had pon

seen earlier in the spring. They said
they weren't having much luck fishing.
but that didn't matter since 1t was a
beautiful day and they were obviously
enjoying each other's company
Miracles do happen!

In a world of high-pressure and _
fast-changing life styles, at times 1t orohabls
seems hard to find a way to communi- -
cate with your children. Their world 1s
much different now than 1t was for me
at the same age. but the basic problems
are the same -- ones that children have
faced for thousands of years. So why
not use the same ground for building
communication that has worked for
thousands of years. Fall 1s here and 1t's
a great time to be outdoors with your
child. This fall my son and I will go on
many small hunting trips, some have
already been planned, others will be
spur-of-the-moment. [ already know
they will be successful hunts whether
we harvest any game or not.

for Pottawattamie County.
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The community of Waverly
is benefitting from the
partnership of dedicated
groups and individuals,
with the renovation of the
Waverly Light and Power
pond.

If you ask any seasoned angler
what they look for when trying to catch

fish, I guarantee their answer will be (or

should be) structure. Building struc-
ture, or habitat improvement, 1s
probably the most enjoyable aspect of
my job as a fisheries technician. With
the goal of improving anglers success,
DNR fisheries personnel spend about

by Mark Winn

two months each summer creating
different kinds of fish habitat in lakes
and streams, helping to concentrate lish
where they can be more easily caught.
One of the side benefits to these habitat
improvement projects 1s the opportunity
to work with individuals outside our
department. There are many dedicated
individuals and groups throughout the

1
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state willing to donate time and talent
to this effort.
habitat improvement unfolded.

In 1969, the Three Rivers Chapter
of the Isaak Walton League in Bremer
County approached the Waverly Light
and Power Company (WLP) with the
idea of renovating the company’s pond.
WLP was in the process of finishing

Here 1s how one such

Mark Winn




In lowa, we commonly receive telephone calls from landowners
wanting information on how to improve fishing in their ponds. In
general, there are four things to keep in mind when in comes to
maintaining a quality pond fishery.

The most important factor is water quality, which is influenced
by how much runoff or siltation enters the pond. The best ponds
in lowa have about 20 acres of watershed for each surtace-acre
of water impounded.

Vegetation is another important consideration. When aquatic
vegetation covers more than 20 percent of the pond surface, a
control is usually necessary.

Fish stocking comes in next -- hat type of fish to stock, in what
densities and at what time of year.

The final and sometimes most important factor for improving
fishing is fish habitat.

& ) r \ .Ild-..
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Waverly Light and Power pond before renovation began in spring of 1996.

their new generation plant on 32 acres

of land donated to the City of Waverly
from the Carnation Company. The
plant’s generators were to be cooled
with well water, but people were
concerned about the warm walter
discharge and the effects 1t might have
on fish 1n the Cedar River. On the city
property was an abandoned eight-acre
setthing basin left from Waverly's sugar
beet tactory, which had gone out ol
business around 1945. The basin, just
north of the Waverly Light and Power
Plant, i1s adjacent to the Cedar River. It
could be used for the discharge,
however, 1t was discovered the pond
leaked through the bottom

In 1970, approval was granted by
the City of Waverly to grade, shape and
seal the bottom of the pond with 22
tons of bentonite per acre. The sealed
bottom worked successftully until 1989
when vandals dug a trench through the
dike, causing the pond's water level to
drop. In 1990, WLP had the
trench repaired, but the pond
failed to maintain sutficient
water levels.

Over the past several
years both employees and
anglers have seen a decline in
the quality of fishing that once
occurred at this pond. In
1990, the board president of
WLP wanted the company
and 1t’s employees o do
something for the community
by making the pond available
for public fishing. One ol the
company’s employees, Dave
Mulder, contacted various
agencies for assistance and
eventually telephone the DNR
about 1deas on how 1o
renovate and stock the pond.

Certain requirements had
to be met in order for the state
to stock fish into this newly
renovated pond. The bottom
had to be sealed, 1t had to
have a minimum depth of eight feet and
the pond had to be free of fish. In the
past, Waverly Light and Power Com-
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Mark Winn

pany had used the pond to hold
fishing events for children and
always allowed public fishing. In
1991, WLP employee’s decided to go
with the “adopt-a-pond™ project to
make their work place more attrac-
tive and bring back the original
dream ol the Ikes.

During the years between 1991
and 1995 what ever could go wrong,
went wrong! The WLP plant
sustamned astronomical costs In
facility maintenance and repair. The
Hood waters of 1993 eroded the
bottom of the pond and ruined the
seal. In 1994, WLP was dealing with
FEMA for help in replacing the seal,
but they could only provide 57,000 -
a far cry from the $200,000 needed.
For almost two years the pond
remained dry and hopes were fading.
l'here had to be a more cost-effective
alternative for repairing the pond.

Al this same time, several plant
employees and a general contractor
got together and came up with the
idea of excavating below the water
table and letting the pond fluctuate
with the level of the Cedar River.

An agreement was worked out to dig
the pond as deep as possible at a cost
of $30.000 to WLP. This was the
answer they had been looking for.

Numerous workdays were held
throughout the pond renovation
allowing individuals to get involved
in the project. Some of the renova-

Top to bnttom.

With the Waverly Light and Power company in tha
background, employees are hard at work creating
habitat for the WLP pond. Not!ce the rock piles,
pallet structures and trees in the pond bottom.

Creativity counts in building fish structure.

By creating fish habitat, fish become concentrated
in an area, improving angler success.




tion included removing trees. sodding,
building steps, trucking and leveling
dirt, shaping banks. seeding and
fertilizing, and covering the seeding
with straw. The response from the
general public was very positive and
they were excited to see the pond
restored.

In the spring of 1996, we were
asked to take a look at some habitat
work lht‘.‘}- had been tilllIi:_' on the
newly renovated pond. We were
amazed at the work accomphshed and
the magnificent effort the employees
put into this five-acre pond. We

discovered they had access to wooden

pallets from local businesses within the

community, so we loaded our pickup
with a power nailer, nails and lumber
and away we went. We were more
than happy to provide labor and

Mark Winn

lowa Department of Natural Resources personnel survey the

previously stocked.

materials for this wonderful project.
As a general rule, the DNR can donate
time and matenals to a private project
only 1t 1t will benefit a public fishery
and provide public fishing. The WLP
pond certainly met this criteria.
Waverly Light and Power and 1ts
employees ask the general public to
treat the area as it 1t were their own.
I'he pond's future looks bright. There
will be permanent park benches
around the pond, barriers to Keep

vehicles off the grass. a shelter house

at the west end, more trees and shrubs.

additional rock for the jetty and bank
stabilization, and a sign describing the
history of the pond along with rules
and regulanons. The contractor who
removed fill from the pond 1s sched-
uled to return at a later date to remove

an addittonal two to three acres of

o - | T A
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material, enlarging the overall size ol
the pond to eight acres.

The WLP project 1s a perfect
example of how businesses, city

employees, organizations and individu-

als can come together and create
something positive for the community.
These partnerships bring together all
the team work necessary to complete a
project quickly, costly eftectively and
with great success. If you or your
assoctates would hike more mformation
on how to begin a similar project, call
your local Natural Resource Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS) office or your
regional DNR fisheries biologist for
more 1nformation.

Mark Winn is a fisheries management
technician stationed 1n Manchester
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new pond for largemouth bass and bluegills
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Will Hunting Opportunities
Be ; ‘CUt Down?, ,b}-’ Amanda Carstens

With the year 2000 quickly
approaching, many of us are thinking
about our future, what 1t will have 1n
store for us, and how things will
change. We wonder what Kind of lives
our children and grandchildren will
live, and how things will affect us as
we grow older.

The Forestry Division of the
Department of Natural Resources 1s
also wondering what the year 2000 will
bring. With increasing grazing fees in
western lowa, expiring CRP contracts
and a renewed emphasis on food
production, landowners have more land
management options to consider. These
decisions may include increased
grazing pressure and the clearing of
woodlands for other agricultural needs.
If this should happen, lowa could lose a
quarter of its woodlands, 25 percent of
the wild turkey population, 20 percent
of the deer population and the diversity
of other wildlife relying on this habitat.

This decrease in woodlands could
significantly impact the 250,000
hunters in our state. Without the habitat
woodlands provide, wildlife numbers
will fall.

We will be losing more than
wildlife populations, however. We will
be losing a tradition. A tradition which
has been passed down from generation
to generation, each teaching the next
how to shoot, call turkeys and claim the
prize they've dreamt of for years.

Hunting has become a national
pastime, a time for families and friends
to get together and enjoy the outdoors
and the adventures every hunt brings. In
lowa alone, hunting generates more
than $5 million annually in license
sales, and $22 million for hotels, food
and gas stations, not to mention a
priceless amount of smiles and laughs.

Many of these fun times would not
be possible without the hard work and
dedication of the 55,000 private
woodland landowners who choose to

maintain them. These landowners make
up a mere two percent of lowa’s popula-
tion, yet they own 92 percent of the
woodlands. Many are approaching
retirement age, resulting in a change of

land ownership, and a possible change of

land use.
The future of lowa's woodlands
depends on each one of us. Gail Kantak.

DNR district forester, says, “As lowan's,

we all enjoy the many benefits wood-
lands provide us. So it 1s up to us to take
care of this renewable resource.” Mike
Brandrup, DNR forestry services bureau
chief adds, “If we want to ensure that all
the benefits we derive from the state's

woodlands will be here tor the nexit
generation, we must support the private
woodland owner, starting today.”

If we pitch in to help these land-
owners and show our appreciation for
the resource they provide, we can secure
the roots for the next millennium,
ourselves and future generations. If not,
the future of lowa’s timber and our
hunting traditions will continue to be
uncertain.

Amanda Carstens is an intern for the

Forestry Division currently working in
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“Ei1ght Points Every Hunter Should Know
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Woodland wildlife 1s highly dependent on woodlands for their habitat.

Only 6% of lowa's land base 1s woodlands.

92% of lowa's woodlands are privately owned.

Most of lowa’s privately owned woodlands are owned by less than 2 percent of lowa's population.
25% of lowa’s woodlands will change ownership in the next 10 years and 50% in the next 20.
New owners may have different desires for their land, resulting in a change of land use.
Woodland owner/hunter relationships may be changing.

Every percentage reduction in woodland habitat results in losses of wildlife populations.

Five Proactive Steps To Make The
“Buck Stop Here”

s Be a lawful hunter -- make hunting a positive experience for the woodland owner.

s Offer assistance to woodland owners -- help them with woodland management activities

(tree planting, timber stand improvements, firewood harvests, fence building)

s Put the woodland owner in contact with their DNR district forester.

s Match retiring woodland owners with young landowners that value the woodland resource.

s Show your appreciation to the woodland owners who share their resource with you!

MOoRE THAN 90% oF IowA's WooDLANDS ARE OWNED BY LLEss THAN 2% OF THE STATE'S POPULATION!
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WHAT CoST-SHARE ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE?

CRP -- Conservation Reserve Program

This 1s a federal program designed to take highly erodible
crop land out of production. (annual rental payment to
landowners + 50% cost-share for tree planting)

EQIP -- Environmental Quality Incentives Program
This 1s a federal program designed with an emphasis
toward so1l and water conservation practices.

FIP -- Forestry Incentives Program

This 1s a federal program designed for long-term timber
production, increased timber acreage and improved quality
(65% cost-share for tree planting and timber management)

REAP -- Resource Enhancement and Protection

['his 1s a state program designed to provide a broad-based
approach to protect lowa's natural resources. (75% cost-share
for tree planting, timber management and native grass
planting)

SIP -- Stewardship Incentive Program

This federal program provides for an improved forest
environment with a broad range of projects from tree planting
to protection of endangered species. A stewardship manage-
ment plan 1s required. (75% cost-share for tree planting,
timber management and buffer strips)

A FoRrRESTER CAN AssisT You . ..

in determining the trees best suited to your site. with planting
design, in developing recommendations for proper site
preparation and weed control. with proper site preparation of
existing timber, and with the correct procedures for thinning,
pruning and marketing yvour timber.

For more information about the DNR's Forests and
Forestry Division, check out our web page aft
http://www.state.ia.us/forestry

WHAT OTHER ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE

Professional Forestry Assistance
I'he Forestry Division of the DNR provides free profes-
A statf of 12

professional foresters are available to meet with landowners

stonal forestry assistance to landowners in lowa

to provide services such as planning for tree planting, tmber
management assistance, buffer strip development and forest-
related wildlife habitat improvement

Other Professional Assistance
Assistance 1s available from DNR wildlife and fisheries
biologists, ISU extension. NRCS personnel, consulting

foresters and county conservation boards

Forest Reserve Law

Forested areas, at least two acres and not grazed by
domestic livestock with a mimmimum of 200 trees per acre,
qualify for tax exemption status under this law. You are still
allowed to harvest wood products. Also, land planted to trees
under the CRP program may quahlify after the CRP contract
expires. For more information contact your local county

assessor's office

State Forest Nursery

['he state nursery sells high-quality, low-cost forest
planting stock. For order forms or additional information,
call 1-800-865-2477 or 515-233-1161

DNR DistrIiCT FORESTERS

. Bruce Blair
Box 662

Elkader, IA 52043
119-245-189]

2. Gary Bever

Box 4

Charles City, IA 50616
515-228-6611

3. Robert Hibbs
2501 S. Center St. Ste 1?

Marshalltown. 1A 50158
515-752-3352

4. Steve Swinconos
Box 46

Anamosa, IA 52205
319-462-2768

5. Stan Tate
515 Townsend Ave.
Wapello, 1A 52653

319-523-2216

6. Ray Lehn

Box S6K

Fairfield, 1A 52556
515-472-237()

. Duane Bedftord
RR 5 Box 1 19AA-Ste
Chariton, 1A 50049
515-774-8733

8. George Warford
1918 Greene St
Adel. TA 50003

515-993-4133

9. Brent Olson
Box 158

Pisgah, IA 51564
712-456-2924

10. Joe Schwartz

I TOOA 12th St. SW
[LeMars, IA 51031
712-546-5161

1. Randy Goerndt
500 E. Taylor
Creston. |A 50801
5135-782-6761

2. Gail Kantak
Box 232
Webster City, IA 50595

515-832-3585
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The Impact of

Recyclhing

Article by Tracy Bucher
Photos by Ken Formanek

No longer should the three R's be
rcadimg, ‘riting and ‘rithmetic, but
rather reduce, reuse and recycle.
Since the creation of Earth Day in
April 1970, almost three decades ago,
Americans have learmed the impor-
tance of these words. Through
increased awareness, consumers have
realized being environmentally
conscious requires minimal effort, bul
the benehits gencrated surpass any and
all expenditures.

Through the establishment of the
1989 Waste Reduction and Recycling
Act, solid waste reduction has gener-
ated considerable publicity and
legislative support for environmental
1ssues during the last decade. With
the establishment of this act, goals at
the state level were developed to
reduce the amount of waste sent to
landfills. To meet these goals, the
total amount of waste sent to landfills
must be reduced 50 percent by the
year 2000.

Currently, the reduction in
volume of solid waste sent to landfills
has reached 33 percent and is showing
steady improvement. This improve-
ment 1s largely due to the growing

amount of municipalities with

curbside recycling programs, plus the

additional number of municipaliues

with drop-off programs. Combined.
these programs service more than 80
percent of lowans, making recycling
more accessible and therefore, more

popular among residents.

The accessibility of recycling has
also made recycling a significant partner
in lowa’s economy. In 1995, more than
650 jobs existed in lowafor processing
recyclable materialS. These jobs and
the resulting product sales sumulated
more than 1,290 total jobs and $100.3
million in total industrial sales state-
wide -- the primary economic¢ impacts
of recycling. For every job created in
the processing sector, one additional job
is created in the remainder of lowa's
economy, and for every $1 of income
generateddn the processing Scctor, an
additional $.97 of income is generated
in the remainder of the fTowa economy.

Although legislative support has
ecnerated publicity for environmental
Issues, it 18 important to note that
nothing can be accomplished without
the actions and commitment of owu
residents. "Im an attempt to educate
consumers about recycling, and more
specifically the recyching process, the
remainder of this article is dedicated to

showing the impact of recycling.
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Manufacturers purchase post-
consumer glass from
processors to produce new
products. When the consumer
purchases the new glass
product, the recycling loop is
complete. In 1995, lowa
residents and businesses

- recycled 26,165 tons of glass.

Bradenton Glass Production, Trapicana Products

Processing post-consumer
glass begins at specialized
plants designed to oreak
materials down. Once the
post-consumer glass is
broken down into a useable
form, the material is packaged
and sold.

Bradenton Glass Production, Trapicana Products

MUSSELA
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Every recycling loop begins and ends with a consumer.
Praducts made with post consumer glass, such as
glass containers, can be found anywhere.

Glass

Look forthe recyclable sym-
bol on the items you pur-
chase. Therecyclable symbol
means the item may be recy-
clable in your areca. Check
with yourlocal recycling
center or landfill if you are
unsure if the product can be
recycled locally.

9%

¢ S recyclable symbol

For the loop to continue,
consumers must separate
recyclable glass products from
other waste and set the
recyclables out for eollection.

As recyclables are
collected, through
curbside or drop-off
collection programs,
responsibility is now
in the hands of the
local recycling center.




Every recycling loop begins and ends with a
consumer. Products made with post-consumer
metal, such as food containers, can be found

North Star Steel

anywhere.

Metal

Look torthe recycled symbol

Ssaciley on the items you purchase.
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Therecycled symbol tells

North Star Steq

you the product or its pack-

aging containsrecycled
Manufacturers purchase post- SHE :

consumer metal from processors to materials.

produce new products. When the

consumer purchasgs the new metal recycled symbol
product, the recycling loop is

complete.

For the loop to continue, consumers
must separate recyclable metal
products from other waste and set
the recyclables out for collection.
lowa residents and businesses
recycled 202,632 tons of metal in
1995, which comprised 30.5 percent
of all recycled commodities.

Nnﬂh-Slar Stesl

Processing post-consumer metal
begins at specialized plants that
shred or bale the materials. Once the
post-consumer metal is shredded or
baled into a usable form, the material
is sold to a manufacturer.

As recyclables are
collected, through curbside
or drop-off collection
programs, responsibility is
now in the hands of the
local recycling center.




~ Manufacturers purchase post-consumer paper
~ from processors to produce new products.

product, the recycling loop is complete.
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Processing post-consumer paper
begins at recycling centers designed
to separate and bale different types
of paper to increase its value. Once
the post-consumer paper is
separated into usable types, the
material is packaged into bales and
sold. More than 246,000 tons of
paper were processed in 1995 by
lowa recycling centers -- by far the
largest amount of any commodity.

When the consumer purchases the new paper

Paper

Join other businesses in lowa
and make the pledge to buy
recycled. Members of the
Buy Recycled, lowacam-
paignreceive several benefits
including information on
setting up abuy recycled
program, where to [ind re-
cycled products, and a sub-
scription to the national Buy
Recycled Business Alliance’s
newsletter. Formore infor-
mationcall515/281-4367 or
515/242-4755.

Every recycling

loop begins and
ends with a
consumer,
Products made
with post-
consumer
paper, such as
newspaper, copier
paper, greeting

- cards can be found
anywhere.

For the loop to continue,
consumers must separate
recyclable paper products from
other waste and set the
recyclables out for collection.

As recyclables are
collected, through curbside
or drop-off programs,
responsibility is now in the
hands of the local
recycling center.




Manufacturers purchase post-
consumer plastic from processors.
As new products are produced for
consumers to use, such as park
benches made of 100-percent

recycled plastic, the recycling loop is
complete.

At the recycling center,
processing post-consumer
plastic begins as the plastic is
separated and ground up or
baled. Once the post-consumer
plastic is broken down into a
reusable form, the material is
packaged and sold.

]
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Dubugue Plastic Production

Every recycling loop begins and ends with a

consumer. Products made with post-consumer
plastic, such as toys and picnic tables, can be

found anywhere.

Plastic

[Look forthe term “post-
consumer’ onrecycled prod-
ucts. Purchasing the item
with the highest percentage
of “post-consumer’ material
will help strengthen market
prices forrecyclables, im-
proving the economics of our

local recycling programs.

As recyclables are collected, through
curbside or drop-off programs,
responsibility is now in the hands of the
local recycling center.

For the loop to continue,
consumers must separate
recyclable plastic products from
other waste and set the
recyclables out for collection.
lowa residents and businesses
recycled 20,442 tons of plastic
in 1995, comprising 3.1 percent
of all recycled commodities.
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City of Postville

For yard waste to be recycled, residents and
businesses must separate it from other waste
and set the recyclables out for collection or
deliver the material to a recycler.

As new products are purchased
by the consumer, such as
topsoil and mulch, the recycling
loop is completed.

Yard Waste

The lowa DNR has available
adirectory ol companies in
l[owathatsell recycled prod-
ucts. If you would like a
copy of this directory or
would hike yourcompany
included in the directory,
please call the DNR at515/
281-4367.
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- 5 After collection, the processing of yard waste
begins at composting facilities that are
In lowa, more than 250,000 tons of organic designed to grind and decompose yard waste
waste is composted annually. and other organics into nutrient-rich compost.

The Waste Management Assistance Division would like to thank Hy-Vee Foods, The City of Des Moines Public Works Depart-
ment, Cedar River Paper, Hammer Plastics, Tropicana, the City of Postville, Oreanic Technologies Corporation, and North Sta
Steel for their assistance with the development of this article. Tracy Bucher is an intern for the department's Waste Management
Assistance Division in Des Moines.




2k Profile

Originally constructed by
the CCC as a water source
for nearby Bedford, this
park gem lives on as

I.ake of
Three Kires

State Park

by David Sunne

If you enjoy camping, fishing, hiking.
SwWimming, equestrian activities, pienick-
ing, photography or just plain solitude,
you owe 1l to yoursell to visit Lake ol
Three Fires State Park. This beautiful
!‘!;II'L, nestled in the wooded hills of
southwest lowa, was dedicated in 1935.
The lake was originally constructed by the
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) as a
water source for the town of Bedford, four
Besides the lake, the
CCC constructed several other facilities

miles to the south.

including the beach house, a shelter house,
s1X cabins, the ranger residence and shop

All of these are sull being used and add to

5(0) ®

the enjoyment of today’s visitors.,

The park’s 10 miles of mulu-purpose
trails are becoming one of its biggesi
attrachions. These trails wind through
prairnie, woodlands and transitional areas
surrounding the lake, and are open 1o
bicyclers. horse back nders, hikers, cross
country skiers and snowmobilers. A
recently completed low-water crossing
near the snowmobile bridge on the north
end of the lake allows horse-drawn
wagons to cross and provides an 1im-
proved emergency access

I'he area abounds with wildhife and
beautiful scenic vistas. One ol the parks

[ONER

most notable natural features 1s its oak
Hundreds of mature oaks spread
['hey

trees
their canopies over the park.
provide aesthetic beauty and welcome
rehiet from the summer heat.

For those who enjoy fishing, the lake
contains a good population ol largemouth
bass, crappie. bluegill, and channel and
flathead catfish. Many happy anglers
have fished these shores and a kid's
fishing clinic 1s held every year. Swim-
ming is also very popular and the gradual
slope of the sandy shoreline at the
designated swim area makes for family
swimming that is fun for all ages. For
more family fun, there is a well-used
“flying disk™ golf course in the shelter
area

Perhaps the park’s biggest draw 1s
camping, however. Three Fires has three
separate campgrounds providing both
electric and nonelectric camp siles, as
well as an equestrian campground and a
day-use areca.

Cabins are also available as an

alternative to camping. The CCC
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constructed six, one-bedroom cabins
which seem 1o grow in popularity each
year. Each cabin has a modern rest room
(showers are in the campground), and are
turnished with a double bed, a table and
tour chairs, a full-size stove and refrig-
erator, pots, pans, dishes and silverware.
They sleep four people comfortably and
hold a maximum of six. The cabins are
available from May | through Oct. 15.
AS with all state park cabins, reservations
are taken for the current calendar year
only, starting the second business day of
January each year. Reservations fill
quickly so call the park office at
(712)523-2700 as soon as you have a
date in mind for your stay.

This is an exciting time at Lake of
Fthree Fires. Several park remodeling
projects are completed, and many other
renovations and enhancements to park
lacilities are slated for the next few
years. In May, the campground electric
Project was completed while leveling,
gravelling and enlarging the pads
improved the quality of the campsites.

The upgrade included new picnic tables
and 30 new 30-amp and S0-amp electric
sites — two at the equestrnian campground.
Three Fires 1s also the irst state
park to have “buddy campsites™ — the
park has two of them. Buddy sites are
two sites placed adjacent and parallel to
cach other allowing friends to camp
together and
use the same
living space.
The sites may
be used by any
type ol camper
but are espe
cially favored
for recreational
vehicle
camping.
Buddy sites
have been
sought after in
other states and
appear to be

just as popular

in lowa.
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There's plenty of great fishing at Lake
of Three Fires and, the “Kid’'s Fishing
Clinic” (above) is an annual event.

The new "buddy campsites” (below)
allow friends to camp together. The
buddy sites are favored for
recreational vehicle camping.




In addition to
the campground
electric project, a
new campground
shower house 1s
scheduled for
construction n the
near future and, by
the spring of 1998
all gravel roads
the park will be
paved and the sewer
system renovated.

Renovation on
the beach house will
also begin this year,
restoring and
converting 1t into a
lodge/open shelter. Modern rest rooms
will be added and the steps and side-
walks leading to it repaired. The
construction will revive the beach house
and bring back 1ts orniginal magnificence
Upon completion, it will be available for
family gathenngs such as weddings and
reunions, and will be in complete
comphiance with the American with
Disabilities Act (ADA).

Two new playgrounds are planned
one near the beach and one near the
picnic area. These playgrounds are being
cost-shared by DNR, the Friends of Lake
of Three Fires and the Bedtord Saddle
Club. The club s also undertaking fund-
raising 1o build a modem rest room in the
equestrian area sometime within the next
['his season the DNR

constructed 22 new hitching rails, new

several years.

lighting, a water supply and two new
corrals 1n the equestnan area.
Sound like a lot of improvements’

Wait, there's
more! The
DNR, usine
Resource
Enhancement
and Protectuion
(REAP) funds.
has just
purchased 220
acres north ol
the park —
designated as
the Simmons
Tract

Increasing

lLake of Three

Fires total

acres o 1,001,

|_ake water-

shed protection

1S the primary

purpose for

purchasing this

property —

|,650 acres

drain through

this ground and

into the lake.

When first

completed by

the CCC 1n the

carly 1930s,

the lake covered 125 acres. Due to
siltation, primarily from the north, the
lake 1s now only 85 acres. If the
Simmons Tract can adequately protect
the lake’s watershed, long-term plans
include dredging and renovation of the

lake. This area will be multi-use with a
large marsh and silt ponds, trails and
native prairie, along with rare oak
savannas and other wooded areas. All
of the Simmons Tract will be open for
public hunting this hunting season.

|Lake of Three Fires 1s not the only
state park undergoing extensive “remod-
eling.” With the resurgence of state
appropriations for facility renovations
and improvements (512 million over the
next four years), along with REAP
funding, lowa's state ;mrkw are receiving
more structural attention than they have
- smce the CCC and Works
Progress Act. Much of this money will

in 60 years

be spent to restore the historical archi-
tecture, while the rest will be used to
enhance and protect other features.

There 1s no better time 1o enjoy
lowa’s state parks. And, when you visit
|_ake of Three Fires. don’t forget to ask
how it got its name. That story is one
we like to explain on site.

David Sunne was the park ranger at
Lake of Three Fires and is currently
ranger al Backbone State Park

Larry Lock s currenily the park
rancer at Lake of Three Fires

Lake of Three Fires offers swimming,
fishing, camping, cabins, miles of
trails and an equestrian area.

The new horse pen (above) is just
one of the recent improvements to
the equestrian area and renovations
are going on throughout the park.
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. "fi'suweys conducted by the US FWSshowed |

42 6millionducksonthe breeding graunds {0

 the north and estimate a fall ﬂ:ght of more

than 100 million ducks.

‘Thisincrease induck numbersis dueto
the excellent water, weather and habitat
conditions the ducksencounteredduring spring
migration andnesting. Many of the excellent
habitat conditions can be attributed to the
efforts of private citizens and conservation
groupstoimprove and reestablish waterfowl
habitat. Congratulations to all who have

supported these efforts, but don’t stopnow
after encountering some success. There is

still much work to be completed.

Learning toidentify the variety of ducks
coming through lowa can take some time,
but is made much easier by knowing a few
tips. Ducks can generally be categorized
into two groups -- puddle ducks and diving
ducks. They differ both the way they look and
the way they behave

Common puddle ducks are mallards,
green-winged teal, blue-winged teal, wood
ducks, northern shovelers and gadwall.
Puddle ducks are typically found in shallow
walter areas feeding on water plants, roots,

Lowell Washbum

seeds, small aquatic life, corn and acorns.

They feed by tipping the front of their body
down inthe water and reaching for their food.

This leaves therr tails sticking straight in the

AT,

The puddle ducks’ legs are located mid-

way on the body between their tail and

chest

their
This allows them to both stand up and

Lowell Wltkhhlj_m

fe

Puddie ducks have
typically bright colors (far
left), legs placed in the
middle of their body --
allowing them to walk on
dry land with ease (top)
and "tip" down in the
water to feed leaving
theirtails sticking straight
in the air (left).

walk on dry land very easily. They also sit

very high onthe water. This is demonstrated
by their tail being very visible while they are
onthe water. When puddle ducks start to fly
from the water they actually jump off the
water vertically. They can be detected by
looking tor their typical bright colors as they

sit on the water or fly over a wetland area.




Diving ducks ride low in the water and
are often difficult to see.

Commondiving ducks are scaup, can-
vasbacks, redheads, ring-necked ducks, gold-
eneyes and buffleheads. These ducks are
generally found indeep waterareas, suchas
lakes and large rivers, feeding on roots,
leaves. and seeds of aquatic plants, snails
and aquatic insects They feed by actually
diving to the bottom in deep-water and dig-
ging through the bottom material to tind
their food.

The diving ducks’ legs are located near
the rear of their bodies. This makes iteasier
for them to swim and dive, but harder for
them to walk orstandondry ground. They sil
low in the water and give the impression
their tail is under the surface of the water.
They also have difficulty flying directly
from the water s surface. Instead of jumping
into flightfromthe surface of the water. they
have to paddle with their feet and flap their
wings for many yards before actually taking
flhight. Diving ducks are very hard to see on
alarge body of water, so you have towatch
the surface very carefully for their typical
black and white markings to*‘ride up” on the
WAVES.

Get out and enjoy this fall's large wa-
terfowlmigration. Visitoneof lowa’s many

wetlands and practice your identification

skills
hook anddon't I«

Bring a waterfowl identification
rgcl your camera
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little tricks hunters use to attract ducks.
One of the most recent, popular tricks is
the use of motorized decoys that wobble,
splash orswim. These are very effective
if the water is calm, because they impart
the lifelike waves ducks produce while
going about their daily activities.

This wave motion is simple to imi-
tate with the latest tool commonly called
“the dipper.” (See the picture below.)

Y ou can construct the dipper with a
little knowledge and very little work.
Y ou probably will not even need to pur-
chase any new equipment. Itis basically
adecoy attached toacord strung through
aweightand run tothe blind. This allows
you, the hunter, to pull on the cord,
pulling the decoy down and producing
waves. Just follow these simple steps to
construct the dipper and possibly im-
prove yourduck hunting success:

1. Obtainadecoy. Any type of duck
or goose decoy will work. You alsoneed
approximately 50 feet ot lightweight
decoy cord, colored to match the water,
aweight witharing on toptorun the cord
through and a storage device for the extra
line. This storage device canrange from
a stick to a cord wrap like those used to
store electrical cords, Be creative, you
may already have the perfect cord stor-
ace device athome.

Thc duck hunlmb wurld lﬁ full ﬂf

' looseend tothe a'

trusmnunlhadﬁmy--':.: ! b AP
3 Theuthwandnfﬂmli‘ﬁa’ _"_ 1ould be

:auached to the cord storage d&vih%ﬁﬁ »

wrapped so it is ready when ynunead
Now you have your new duck hunt-
ing toy (youcan call itatool)completed
and ready to use when the season opens.
Tooperate this “hightech” piece of
equipment place the decoy and weight
out in the water with the line coming
from the decoy through the ring in the
weight and leading to your position.
When you want movement in your de-
coys, just pull the string to produce a
lifelike circle of waves around the de-
coy. The duck will dip and the motion
will also make other the decoys move.
The wave motion can also help hide your
movements to avoid detection.,

Did you shoot
a banded duck or goose?

Call 1-800-327-BAND
(2263)

to report your band and
help sustain waterfowl|
populations and waterfowl
hunting for the future.
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wmemparate natural resource topics into many class activities. Any collection

requu'es accurate record keeping, forwithout correct data the specimens are of little
~value. Color photographs or slides can greatly compliment your collection by
j:evldmg arecord of the general site characteristics of yourcollecting locations -

colors of flowers and leaves during changing seasons, fruits, nuts, seeds and tree shapes.

Before adventuring into your urban or rural forests, obtain permission to collect.
Most landowners will admire yourefforts to teach students about natural resources and
will want to share with your class the local history about their trees. City, county, state
and federally managed lands such as parks, recreation areas, preserves and wildlife
refuges have special regulations governing collecting specimens from these public
areas. Always contact the correct authority concerning details about collecting
opportunities,

Procedure:

1. When choosing materials to collect, determine a purpose for the collection.
Collect only abundant species and specimens that are representative of the entire
plant, not the unique-looking ones, orthose damaged by disease or insects.

2. Collecting — Use a sturdy plastic bag capable of carrying several specimens
“sandwiched” betweennewspapers. The bag should accommodate specimens ranging
insize upto | I-1/2inches wide and 16-1/2 inches long, the size of a herbarium mounting
sheet.

Tomaintain accurate records specimens must be tagged when collected. Attempt
to collect more than one leaf and include a portion of the branch. This lets you examine
bud and leaf scars, branching patterns and other plant characteristics. Make a diagonal
cut of the twig to expose the pith.

3. Recording Field Data — Use field data sheets, or record entries into a field
notebook or journal. Herbarium labels will identify the types of data that should be
collected. Number your records sequentially to match the tagged numbers of the
specimens you collect,

4. Pressing Specimens in the Field — Remember specimens pressed immedi-
ately after collection make more attractive mounts. Lay out the specimen between
double sheets of newspaper looking as you wish it to appear when you transfer it to a
herbarium sheet. Spread plant parts so they are not on top ot each other. Open large
flowers so the internal parts may be seen. If flowers cluster youmay want to thin them
by removing several. With catkins, place polyester batting above and below them to
preventcrushing. Turnone leaf over so the back may be observed. Sphit heavy parts
to speed up the drying process. Remove large truits and seeds and place them in
envelopes which can be attached to the herbarium sheet. Number the newspapers to
correspond with the collection number of the field data
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Matertals*

large plasticbagto accumnmdatEspml
mens up to 11-1/2 inches wide and 16-1/2
inches long.

small pruning shears to remove tree
branches

newspapers (a good supply)

journal to record field data (species,
where collected. etc.)

tree identification guide

tagstoidentify individual specimens

polyesterbatting (to prevent crushing of
fruits and seeds)

127 X 18" corrugated cardboard ventila-
tors (with the corrugations running the 12-
inchdistance)
plant press (see text for materials)
herbarium sheets, glue and labels
small envelopes for holding seeds

Resource Materials:

Brockman. Frank C. 1968. Trees of North
America, a Golden Field Guide. Western
Publishing Company. Inc.

Coder, Kim D.. and Paul H. Wray, June
1984. Key for Trees of lowa. Cooperative
Extension Service, lowa State University
Pm-970,

lowa Department of Natural Resources,
Forestry Division. March 1997, 20 Common

Lrees of lowa, State of lowa. 24 pages.
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Extensmns'

1. Have students take pictures ¢ of the
leaves and trees to make a photographic
collection.

2. Have students take leaf rubbings of
the leaves and trees, or draw sketches of
them.

r A, Hill

Rogoe

Color photographs or slides can
greatly compliment your collection by
providing a record of the general site
characteristics of your collecting
locations and the colors of flowers
when they are fresh.

Don Sievers is a training officer at the
u':l Jf':i'-'-'r".:'r .‘.".'I‘.

!' .-:".-'.rc ar

Springbrook Conservation

it Center 1in Guthrie County

| Mareria[s

for wooden frames -- e s gy
eight wood strips 3/8” x 1" x 187 and]ﬁwnadcrnsspmmﬁ!ﬂ”xu *iré‘r 44

two buckles for straps
carpenters glue

them to be clinched on the opposite side. This prevents the wood strips from
separating while tightening the straps.)

newspapers to absorb moisture

corrugated cardboard ventilators 127 x 18" (cut from cardboard cartons with the

corrugations running the 127 distance)

Assembly

Use four 18-inch wood strips as a base. Next, evenly space five 12-inch wood strips on
top of the base to form a grid pattern. Fasten the strips with glue and two nails at each
intersection pointof the grid

6. Pressing Specimens in the Plant Press — Place the newspapers containing the
specimens collected in the field between sheets of corrugated cardboard. Ideally. only one
or two specimens should be placed between two sheets of cardboard. If youhave leaves that
tend to curl, lay a damp piece of tissue paper on the flattened leaf to hold it in place. The
tissue paper will soondry.

“Sandwich” layers of newspapers and cardboard between the wooden frames. Fasten
the buckles to one end of each strap and encircle the entire press with each strap by going
around the narrow part of the wooden frame. Pull the straps tight to apply pressure to the
specimens. You want the straps as tight as possible to prevent wrinkling the leaves.

Allow one or two weeks for drying atroom temperature. Check the newspapers tor
excess moisture or mildew after one week and replace them with dry materials if necessary.
When arranging specimens take care not to crush the fruits.

7. Mounting Specimens on Herbarium Sheets — Herbartum sheets with ahighrag
content will last longest. Herbarium sheets, glue, labels and other supplies are available
in many scientific supply catalogs. Brush glue onto the back of the specimen. Leaves will
last longer if glue is applied to the entire surface of the leaf. Next, arrange the specimen on
the sheet with the branch portion to the bottom and leave space in the lower right-hand corner
of the sheet for the herbarium label. Pad fruits and seeds with polyester batting to prevent
crushing.

Berries should be pricked many times with a fine needle and the fluid drawn off with
blotting paper. Pods should have one valve removed to show the numberand disposition of
seeds. Allow space in the lower right-hand corner to attach a small envelope containing
larger seeds and fruits. To prevent the specimen from lifting off of the herbarium sheet,
weight it with heavy weights. Large numbers of sheets may be dried at the same time if the
sheets are placed on corrugated ventilators and the ventilators separated with small blocks
of wood,

8. Storing Specimens —
intended use. Be careful not to bend or fold the herbartum sheets and store them in acardboard

Separate and categorize herbarium sheets according to your

box or other convenient case away from sunlight.
For lengthy storage. place the sheets in aclosed plastic bag. A mothball can be placed

into the bag to discourage insect infestation. Keep mothballs away from students.

twonylon straps, each 1™ wide and 60” long & -.‘~

40 nails 7/8" long (Nails are longer than the thickness of the wood strips to allow
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lov erﬁsmtcs wetlands are on lands con-

......

’hwners are cnnr:-al tothe success of wellland
- restoration.

Historically, the lower 48 states con-

',] tained an estimated 221 million acres of
~ wetlands, dropping toabout 104 million acres

inthe 1980s. In 22 states, 50 percent or more
wetland acres have beenlost -- lowahas lost
more than 90 percentof itoriginal wetlands,
Ofthe 7.6 million acres of wetlands that once

wurhamzaﬁun and agnéulturalf _
‘but progress is bein'g made to
: lhaltmid More than 74 percentof the

o -;'jj.PaﬁblaReglon and an addltlanal 6 Dacres

of wetlands have been restored on public and
private lands. Much of this has been accom-
plished with the help of partners such as Ducks
Unlimited, Pheasants Forever and the lowa
Natural Heritage Foundation. In addition, the
Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS)hasenrolled more than 60,000 acres of
niver flood plains and potholes into the Wet-
land Reserve Program and the Emergency
Wetland Reserve Program, further helping to
bring important wetlands back to the lowa
landscape.

These improvements have made some
notable gains, According tothe annual breed-
ing duck survey conductedby the USFWS. the
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Jeff Jackson of Newton received a new Remington 870 deer shotgun from Al
Farris, DNR Fish and Wildlife division administrator. Jeff won the gun in a random
drawing made from all those who returned their shotgun deer hunter survey cards
promptly in 1995. Also pictured are Jeff's wife Donna and DNR deer biologist
Willie Suchy. Paul Farni of Durango won a new compound bow in the drawing
and Steve Blood of Cedar Rapids won a new muzzleloader by returning their

survey cards early.

In 1996 winners were: Shotgun -- Norbert Dettman, Luana;

Bow -- Jeffrey Suhr, Waukon; and Muzzleloader -- Darren Nelson, Ottumwa. The
bows were donated by the lowa Bowhunter’'s Association and the shotguns and

muzzleloaders were donated by Whitetails Unlimited.

f-.: .'ffﬂ""fsamplgs taken across more than one million
| square miles of the north-central Umted States,
| western and northern Canada, and Alaska.

'f.'“f'_",._'fsincﬁtheefsum)"
survey estimates thenumber
m:firnparmm breeding areas by using

“Wehave comealong way,” said USFWS
acting director John Rogers, ““The breeding
populationhas grownby nearly 70 percent since
1990, when drought. agricultural practices and
predation reduced it to one of the lowest on
recordat 25.1 million.” Favorable weather con-
ditions and the millions of acres of restored
wetlands have boosted populations but Rogers
wamed against complacency and urged the
continuance of wetland conservation efforts in
preparation foranotherdry cycle.

Formore information on what you can do
to protect and restore the state’s wetlands,
contact your local wildlife biologistorcall Jim
Zohrer(515)281-4815,orJeff Joens(515)281-
8664 inthe DNR s Des Moines office.

—\\]
Websites Worth a Look
Nongovernmental Environmental Orga-
nizarions of lowa -- This website contains a
listof more than a 100 environmental organi-
zations in the state. There is ashortdescrip-
tion of the organization’s goals as well as
contact information foreach organization.
(http://www.drake.edu/stulife/
envirn.html) |
lowa Environmental Internet Sites --This
website provides links to the many, lowa-
specificenvironmental web pages. Itlinksto
avarnety ol information on pollution, habitats.

government, geology. agriculture and wild-
life,
(http://www.drake.edu/stulife/
IAInternetResources.html)
Environmental Volunteer Opportunities

inthe Greater Des Moines Area -- There are

many environmental volunteer opportunities
inthe Des Moines metroarea. Check out this
site to see a list of the agencies offering
programs. their addresses. phone numbers and
adescr Iption ol theirneeds
(http://www.drake.edu/stulife

EnvironVolunteer.html)




Conservation Update

Réstoramm Eﬂ‘arts --
~ Success Stories,
- SetBacksand aNew Project

lowa's Wildlife Restoration Projects
have included river otter. peregrine falcon
and now the osprey. Here are brief summa-
ries and updates on those projects.

River Otter — The river otter was a
commonsightalongmajorrivers andstreams
throughout lowa prior to the state’s settle-
ment, according to DNR wildlife technician
Pat Schlarbaum. However, by theearly 1900s
few otter sightings were reported on fowa’s
interior streams — the population was re-
duced by a combination of factors such as
stream pollution, agricultural activities and
unregulated trapping. Until recently.only a
small, native population remained in and
along the Mississippi Riverinnortheastern
and east-central lowa.

In 1985, efforts to restore the otter to
otherpartsof lowabegan when 16 otters were
released at the upperend of Red Rock Reser-
voir in Marion County. These otters, eight
males and eight females, were broughtfrom
[Louisiana in a three-way trade. lowa wild
turkeys, two foreachotter, were captured and
sent to Kentucky, Louisiana was paid by
Kentucky, and Kentucky (ransported the
Louisiana otters to lowa. The otters were
tageed for identification, should they later be

lers were H |r anted

| __f-mﬁrmlity*an&haﬁmmﬁa. Ottar,rglaagemm '
~ monitored by u'ackmg,mudan&mwsliﬂm.
and by observations from agency personnel
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and the public.
Following the success of the initial re-

lease, additional otters, most obtamed through

identical three-way (rades, were released
from 1986 through 1989 at nine sites. Eight
otters released in Mitchell County in 1989
were obtained through atund-raising effortby
the Mitchell County Conservation Board and
local schools.

In 1990, 38 otters were released at the
Mitchell County site and a new site on the
Winnebago River in Cerro Gordo County:.
These otters were paid for by local fund-
raising efforts and T-shirt sales by the lowa
Trappers Association. Furtakers of lowa. ISU
Fisheries and Wildlife Biology Cluband the
DNR. In 1997, Indian Creek Nature Centerin
Linn County provided funding for 1 7 animals,
and Chichaqua Wildlife Areain Polk County
provided funding for the release of 12 otters.

To date, a total of 251 Louisiana nver
otters have been released in lowa and the
results are encouraging. Notonly have otters
been observed in 69 counties across the state.,
butmore than |1 26 sightingshave documented
reproduction at many of the release sites.
Areas in southern lowahave apparently ben-
efited from otter releases in Missouri, as
sightings in Fremont, Ringgold and Decatur
counties, and along the Grand and
Nishnabotna nivers can be attributed to
Missourt’s reitroduction program,

A detailed analysisof a populationevalu-
ation conducted by county conservationists,
conservation officers, and DNR biologists
has not been completed, but from all indica-
tions at this time, the otter is doing well in
lowa.

Peregrine — Beginning with an unsuc-
cessful first effort to establish peregrine
nestings in 1992 the attemptto re-establish
a peregrine falcon population in lowa has
beenchallenging and exciting. The outlook
quickly improved when the Cedar Rapids and
Des Moines sites produced four young 1n
1993, six 1n both 1994 and 1995 and five 1n

1996. However, fear remained thatasetback
could happen at any time.,

“The fear became a reality this year in
that the Des Moines pair won 't be producing
any young in 1997”7 Schlarbaum noted.
“Though we continually encouraged the fe-
male tolay eggs in prepared nesting sites, she
repeatedly moved toconcrete where the eggs
were exposed torain. Herbehavioris confus-
ing because she gave the appearance of being
new to the site although she has occupied the
American Republic building since 1992 and
has produced 10 young since 1993, Hermale
mate was originally released at Cedar Rapids
in 1990,

“On a brighter
Schlarbaum said, ™
the Cedar Rapids site produced two ycung
that fledged from the building in June. This

note this year,

the pair of peregrines at

pair has produced 1 | youngsince 19927

Osprey — The DNR's Wildlife
Diversity Program, in partnership with the
Machride Raptor Project, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS), undertook anew introduc-
tion project to establish nesting osprey n
lowa, according Schlarbaum. He said 1 1 states
have released osprey, and lowa’s effort will
complement a coast-to-coast linkage of the
birds

During the next 10 years, 100 osprey
from Wisconsin will be released ata number
Wisconsin will

of sites across the state

RonJolnson
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Canci lla from that project coordinated the
a 3"" ﬂi‘aiémg and lt)glshcs fnrthemlease.Sev

, omerstalesi and w:ilalsﬂbereleased by

1 __Jéipmjcct. _
“Large and narrow-winged, the osprey is

cthack ~ commonlycalledthe fishhawk orfisheagle,”

~ Schlarbaum said, “but it is neither a true
yedrin hawk or eagle. From the front, osprey are
diicing predominantly white on the head. neck and

noted. wing lining. A blackish-brown stripe extends

\he fi- through their yellow eyes and down the side
es.she ofthe neck, with adark patch onthe frontand
heeges back of the head, Theircall is aseries of shrill,
confus- staccato whistles, gradually rising in pitch.”
fheing Males and females are similar in ap-
pidhe pearance and size, though females tend tobe

y02 and shghtly larger. Osprey weigh approximately

' S ave 9% inches : av

ermale fUUTpOUHdh, are | 7t022incheslong, afnd have

Rapids a wingspread of about 56inches. In flight. the
osprey’s wings are angled back much like

vear.” those of a gull.
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the female remains in constant attendance
forthe first 30 days to provide protection from
predators and the elements. The female will
feed the young even after they leave the nest
fortheir first flight at around 53 days. They
gradually expand theirrange until dispersal
inlate August.

“Osprey exhibilastrong nesting loyalty

tothe area where they were fledged and donot

move well into nesting in other areas,”
Schlarbaum said. “Osprey are remarkably
tolerant of human activity, butcare should be
takentominimize very highhuman pressure.
Nonbreeding osprey come to lowaeach year,
but retum toother locationstonest. By bring-
ing osprey to this area, lowans will have the
opportunity toobserve aunique and powerful
fishing raptor.™

Formore information on wildhfe resto-
ration programs n lowa, contact: Pat
Schlarbaum, DNR Wildlife Diversity Pro-
gram, Wildlife Research Station, 1436 255th
St., Boone, IA 50036,(515)432-2823.

lTowa Trout Anglers
Enjoy Catching
Wild Browns

“According to the most recent survey
completed in June, both angler use and suc-
cess rates on French Creek trout stream in
Allamakee County have increased compared
to a similar survey in 1996, said Marion
Conover. DNR fishenes bureauchief. He said
f1Ishingis very good on the stream foranglers
in pursuitof both rainbow and brown trout.

“Beginning in 1997, special regulations

e gl ma}s still be caughtand keptby anglers.”
-vmy llkely asprey ncstcdherepﬁﬂrta Eum il

| pean settlement.” 3

Both the male and female mcubate, Emt

ou -;#Ifl'cuntmuew hentuckedand

* “Population surveyshad shownseveral

| “"i*"s_i:_rnng year classes of naturally produced
~ browns,” Conover said, “and while natural

reproduction does occur sporadically in a
few other lowatrout streams, the successful
reproduction in French Creek is unequaled
anywhere else in the state.”

Creel surveys indicated the harvest of
these wild browns was reducing the number
ofbrownsmorethan 1 | incheslong, and DNR
fisheries biologists saw notonly the need to
protect the wild brown trout population, but
anopportunity improve it.

“The artificial-only rule was instituted
because fishswallow live baitmore deeply
andquickly, and the use of artificial lures is
proventolowerhooking mortality introut,”
said Conover. “French Creek anglers have
the option of keeping rainbows they catch.,
while the stream also provides a unique
opportunity in lowa -- the experience of
catching quality-sized, wild, brown trout.”

“Interestingly, anglers are also catch-
ing andreleasing large numbers of the stocked
rainbow trout, even though rainbows are
legal to keep,” Conover said. “In June, 77
percent of the rainbow trout caught were
released. Stocking rates have beenreduced
to preventan excessive build-up of rainbows
in the stream. The result is excellent num-
bers of both stocked rainbow and wild brown
troutin this high-quality stream, and anglers
are having excellent success catching both
species.”

“More anglers, spending more time fish-
ing and catching more fish, are what special
regulations are all about,” Conoveradded
“The French Creek special regulations are
definitely asuccess story for lowaanglers.”
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| there areappmx:marelyﬁ Mmemhms in 54 chapters, more mﬂmmmembambaﬂ |

| any other state. Some of the past major accomplishments of lowa chapters include:

» aidingin the formation of the Iowa Conservation Commission (currently knownas |
the lowa Department of Natural Resources) to put the management of lowa's fish and

wildlife in the hands of trained professionals

o assisting inthe creation of the county conservation board system throughout lowa

o helping ensure the establishment of roadside parks by requiring them to be included
inall highway construction plans

e creating Operation Litterbug to clean up the state's highways

e planning and carrying out Plant lowa resulting in the planting of 500,000 trees and
shrubs by Ikes members

o initiating the “Uncle Ike” environmental education program

e assisting in the passage of the Resource Enhancement And Protection program
(REAP) which provides millions of dollars for conservation

e instituting the Izaak Walton League Conservation Scholarship Fund, providing
thousands of dollars in scholarships to college students pursuing a degree inconservation

e organizing the Save Our Streams Program (S.0.S.), providing education to maintain
stream quality

e home of the lowa Games'shooting events -Ames Chapter

e helping create the Turn In Poachers Program (TIP)

These are all major statewide accomplishments by a group of people who alsoenjoy
success with their local chapter activities including hunter education classes, shooting
events, seasonal celebrations, bow hunter education classes and a vast array of other
activities.

Formore information about the League in lowa contact the lowa Diyision of the [zaak
Walton League of America, 3716 Ingersoll, Suite E, Des Moines, IA 50312,(515)271-5655
or (800)957-4340. fax (515) 271-5657 or E-mail: iowaikes@aol.com. The officersare:
President, lowa Division — Tom Rodd, Office Manager — Lynn Watson, First Vice
President — Bill Hedrick / Second Vice President — Randy Jimenez and Third Vice
President — Dennis Stansbury.

improving water quality all wi
“sticks.” Following thcslr gestions inan
article fromthe May/June 1995°Im Cﬂﬂsﬂf— ’

vationist on willow post planting for

streambank stabilization, Buchanan outlined

aprojecttoaccomplishlocal erosion control.
Athisurging, Scout Troop 61, underthe direc-

tion of leader Bill Kamberg, took willow and

dogwood posts and placed them in the ground
along ahighly eroded section of Beaver Creek
at Camp Dodge in Johnston. These vegetative
posts rootand grow rapidly, producing dense
vegetation above and below ground, prevent-
ing erosion and holding soil in place.

According to Mary Jones, environmental
specialist for the lowa National Guard, the
site had been highly eroded and had resisted
efforts at establishing native grasses to help
control run-off. ““The soilatthe site was very
sandy but had been packed to a hard, almost
brick-like consistency by heavy equipment.”
Jones said. ““The unusual weatherduring the
lastseveral summers (eitherextremely dry or
extremely wet conditions) hindered our et-
forts and the erosion was really progressing.

“We were very interested in Andy s
project but after our fatled attempts we were
not very optimistic. The posts looked sostark
and the ground was so hard we didn’t have
much hope for the project’s success,  noted
Jones. “We were astounded by the greening up
of the posts and how all of the posts helped
stabilize the bank and allowed the remaining
native grassesto take off. We have seensuch
adifference in justalittle while and couldn 't
be more pleased. This low-cost project made
a very direct, beneficial environmental im-
pact on the site. The site is self-maintaining
and is a great boon to water quality.”

The National Guard provided tools and
some direction to the troop, and the scouts
identified, gathered and bundled willow and
dogwood posts, storing them until they could
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" !&m:issuggeslﬁdﬂndstondi B Resources.
i ' B ol 10 ot rinture and time % Agendas for these meetings are
i T _,' work. Even though itwasa R S = setapproximately 10days priortothe
o 2 scheduled date of the meeting.
7 L e N For additional information, con-
8 tact the lowa Department of Natural
A Resources, Wallace State Office
- Building, Des Moines, IA 503 19-0034.
:ni. g
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the - . Natural Resource
ed . Commission:
I_Eirl if " ey _E
&1y £ --September 11, Sigourney
it s —-October 9, Webster City
e 5 --November 13, Des Moines
ihe ;E The willow post streambank --December 11, Des Moines
ol & stabilization project at Camp Dodge in
it 5 Johnston came about as the Eagle

= 3 Scout service project of Andy
& Buchanan (left) from Des Moines. SR,
s Environmental
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ere ol ”’f}?;"” the pr;”“t “": = lillly worgul The site (top) was highly eroded and Protection Commission:
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.. we were going to be able to get the posts . il i . _ .

ave HOEQINETO Veabiclo et e posiSInibe - “degwood posts to help hold the soil in —-September 15, Des Moines
od ground. And, astired as we were alterplacing place. The National Guard provided --October20. Des Moines
98 the posts, it was almost hard to believe,  tools and the scouts provided : o he .

U] : ; oL --November 17, Des Moines

y looking at those bare, little ‘sticks” after  the labor. _ .
pe _ --December 15, Des Moines
ing | we 'd placed them, thatthey wouldbe ableto

G E make any difference,” Buchanan said. Ti'!e grpund was so hard {3":"'55‘ a
i “But, what they have done has been orick-like conststency)the trimmed
dn | : : : ; willow and dogwood posts were very
i dramatic. As the willows multiply, fast dificuitto insert " ,
”In" moving water will noteat somuch of the bank State Preserves

| away and the soil will remain in the bank , not Advisory Board:

1ili= y

inthe watertobe camed away. I'dencourage --September 24, Ames

anyone whoisthinking about doing a project
like this to view the site itself and see how
well itworked.” Buchanan added.




Warden's Diary

theboat, dxdmybestmpnllmjr Jackﬁtupawmyﬁse audmeﬂtﬁsﬂuva
myself under the bow platform of the johnboat.

Okay. here'smusing number one. Why dothey callitajohnboat?

[tdoesn’tlook likea... Well anyway, I tried to shove myselfup under
the platform because it was the only place I could find where the wind
wasn' tblowing. | probably resembled amuskrat, but when I'meold I
don’tcare. Once comfortable or, what passed for comfortable in these
settings, [ started thinking aboutsome other things.

‘Musing number two. Earlierin the season, [ had been working at
Big Marsh north of Parkersburg. The firstduck hunter [ checked was
wading out into the marsh.

“How’s the hunting?”  asked.

“Terrible,” he answered. “The water level is toohigh. [haveto
wade everywhere. Why don’t you guys do something aboutit?”

| walked on and encountered another hunter. “How 's the hunting?”
lasked.

“Terrible,” he answered. “The waterlevelistoolow. Why don’t
you guysdosomething aboutit?”

Yanked back tothe present by the cold. I squirmed under the bow
platform. The push pole poked me in the ribs. The first red glow
appeared on the horizon. The duck calling began.

Listening to duck calling can be interesting. Some hunters are very
good. Someare. .. well ... some might possibly be lucky enoughto make
third chair in a duck calling orchestra if everyone else called in sick.
As asage warden once told me, “"The best wildlife management tool
everinvented is the duck call.”

Ken interrupted my thinking.
don’tlook frozen solid yet.”

[ let him laugh as I became lostin thoughtremembenng the guy he
caught last year.

Ken had walked off the marsh to find a hunter loading up his pickup.
“Any luck?” he asked.

“Yeah!”

ing a feathered creature.

“Cold Hummy? Hee, hee, hee. You

the hunter answered. immediately (and proudly ) brandish-
“| shot one of these!™

“Do youhave any more”?” Ken asked.
“Yeah, inthe pickup.”
Ken looked to verity, “Youshottwo grebes,” Kensaid.

I'm sure Ken got the same look 've gotten whenever 've caught

someone shooting a grebe. You mightas well have told the person he

m -.'. . p -
“POW"’ Thf:ﬁrsﬁhan ﬂmkad'atmg K -rﬁ“"""‘-"“h

ftncaehomer II appears:‘hehunters wereﬂghtmj im

'heanng “Hey, what abnut that early shaoung? Bld ymt r,ratch thnsa '

guys?” Then that group of hunters points down the marsh.

You go from group to group hearing the same thing, and getting
pointed in the same direction until eitheryou've reached theendofthe
marsh or circled it completely. Do those early shooting folks really
exist? No hunter I've everencountered has everadmittedtobeing ina

‘boat with one. There are more confirmed sightings of bigfoot than of

early shooters.

The shooting was underway now all around us. The ducks were
flying. A flock flew overathighaltitude. "KAPOW!™ We shook our
heads — skybusting. During the lastseason we d checked a hunter who
had complained about skybusters. “Makesduck hunting aboutas much
{un as atoothache,” he’d observed.

The shooting tapers off. Ken begins to start the motor. Another
musing began — motors. The two ot usand afederal agent saw acouple
of hunters motoring around the lake chasing and pass-shooting at ducks.
They had a small outboard. We had one just a /iftle smaller plus an
additional person inthe boat.

We gave chase. The problem is we 're all going soslow they don 't
realize it'sachase. Youknow how when you want to make the boat go
faster you start rocking back and forth? The three of us looked like a
kid’s round-bottom toy wobbling back and forth as we triedto gofaster.
[tlooked like the famous L.A. freeway chase of ayearorsoago — like
everyone wasmoving but in such slow motion it was hard to be sure. We
were, at max, going at least nine miles per hour. We covered half the
lake, and finally reached them as they pull up on shore to leave. Some
chase — allthe thrill and excitement of watching paint dry combined
with the breathtaking adrenaline rush of seeing grass grow.

The musing ended as the motor started. The sun wasupnow. The
light streamed through the cattails. The coots scurried around us. Afew
scattered flocks passed over while an occasional late-resident teal
zipped low across the water. The sun’s warmth was welcome. [t was
back to work so I could store up adventures for next time s musings.

by Chuck Humeston
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