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A DECADETO
REMEMBER

By Terry Little

ART OF THE AMERICAN
HUNTING TRADITION,
SOME WOULD SAY A
major part, 1s the recollection of
hunts and years past. Successful
hunts and the glory of autumn days
afield are recalled fondly, each PIOwW-
Ing in proportion to the number of
retellings. In lowa, most of these
nostalgic reminiscences center on the
heyday of pheasant hunting — we
remember large parties of hunters
walking and posting corn fields, or
kicking tight-sitting roosters out of
cattails, or tracking birds in fresh
snow to their eventual hiding place.
They include descriptions of hordes
of pheasants billowing out of cover
and rapid-fire shooting by excited
shotgunners. Our scrapbooks are
adorned with pictures of long lines of
gaudy roosters laid out to admire. Of
course there were slow days, lots of
them, but highly successful hunts
were not uncommon at a time when
ringnecks were plentiful over most of
northern lowa.

Intensification of farming practices
over the last 20 years, coupled with
severe winters and cold, rainy
springs in the early 1980’s, reduced
our pheasant harvests to less than a
million roosters each of the last two
vears, about half of what they used to
be. Though lowa still ranks at or near
the top of the list of pheasant hunting
states, pheasant hunting has become
more of a small-party sport. A couple
of hunters and a pointing dog or two
searching heavy cover somewhere in
the south half of lowa is a more typi-
cal scene these days. Pheasant hunt-
Ing remains good, but its character
has changed.

As the 1987 hunting season
approaches, the [owa hunter has
every reason to believe that the out-
look for the ring-necked pheasant —
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indeed for all of our upland game
birds — has finally taken a turn for
the better. The twin nemeses of the
bird hunter, habitat loss and
untimely severe weather, have lately
been unable to work their destructive
ways. The recent poor farm economy
slowed the rate of habitat loss, and
new federal farm programs designed
to shore up stressed farmers and
reduce soil erosion have restored
more potential upland bird habitat
than any other agricultural or wildlife
program of the past 30 years. Nearly
1.5 million acres of eroding farm land
have been converted to grasslands in
the past two years as part of the
10-year Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP),and more acres are yet to
be enrolled. The new nesting cover
provided by CRI acres will provide a
boost to pheasants, quail, partridge,
wild turkey, rabbits and a host of
ground-nesting songbirds. The same
acres will pl'm'idt' _L;HUL[ brood rearng
and roosting habitat and a place for
hunters to search tor birds in the fall.
CRDP contracts last for 10 vears, so if
disturbance of these acres is kept to a
minimum during the nesting season,
the lowa hunter should be starting a
new decade of ill‘lpl'nk't'ti bird
hunting.

Weather, the other threat to upland
wildlife, has been especially gener-
ous as we start this promising new
decade. The past extremely mild win-
ter allowed carry-over of excellent
numbers of all game birds in good
breeding condition. An early, mild
spring continued into a hot and
mostly dry summer. Hens faced few
threats to nests or broods and condi-
tions were set for a banner produc-
tion year. Some areas that
experienced heavy thunderstorms
and flooding in late May and June
may have fewer birds this vear, but
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they are not widespread and are con-
fined mostly to the southwest quarter
of the state. A better year could not
be designed to provide a much-
needed boost for wildlife and for the
morale of hunters.

Will pheasant hunters really get to
relive their dreams of tlounshing
pheasant numbers? Perhaps not, for
certain realities cannot be ignored.
Much of northern lowa, our tradi-
tional pheasant range, is flat farm-
land that does not qualify for CRP or
1S too productive to idle. The majority
of the good nesting cover will go into
west-central, east-central and south-
ern lowa, areas that retained reason-
able pheasant numbers even in
recent years. Substantial increases in
northern lowa bird numbers
doubling, tripling or even more
could occur and still not bring back
the “good old days.” Compared to
recent years, however, substantial
improvements should be obvious
and very welcome.

Hunters need to recognize that
most CRP lands will not develop into
prime nesting cover for another year
or two, so the biggest benefits are still
down the road. Most CRP acres also
will not provide adequate winter
cover during severe winters. DNR
cost-share programs to provide win-
ter cover and food, and the efforts of
groups like Pheasants Forever, will
help, but winter losses will be
unavoidable in some years. Hunters
will still be at the mercy of Mother
Nature but with a greatly improved
nesting habitat base on which to
more quickly build a recovery. The
extent to which upland bird numbers
improve will depend on the number
of acres ultimately enrolled in the
CRP and combinations of winter and
spring weather that affect production
of young birds.

Whatever the eventual outcome,
the decade ahead holds more prom-
ise for the bird hunter than any in the
recent past. As the following status
reports on prospects for the 1987
hunting seasons indicate, we may be
at the start of a decade to remember.

Pheasants have increased almost
40% statewide. Quail numbers may
be the best seen in the last decade. If
weather conditions hold out, pros-
pects will be good for small game
hunting throughout the state.

4

Kon Jehnson

STATUS OF WILDLIFE - 1987

Wildlite surveys conducted annu-
ally by DNR personnel form the basis
for determining the status of hunted
wildlife. Seasons, bag limits and
other regulations are developed after
examining long-term trends in popu-
lations and habitats. Generally, wild-
life fared well during the past year
and hunters will find increased num-
bers of just about all species. Small
game populations continued a recov-
ery begun in 1985, big game popula-
tions are at historic high levels,
waterfowl held their own after a few
declining years and furbearers con-
tinue to be plentiful. Forecasts for
most hunting seasons are very
positive.

Small Game

Pheasant numbers continued a
remarkable comeback from the low
numbers found in 1985. The num-
bers of pheasants seen on roadside
counts in August increased 38 per-
cent statewide, with the biggest gains
observed in the northern half of the
state (see map). Pheasant numbers
were already high in southern lowa
however, and that region will con-
tinue to provide excellent hunting.
Some of the best counts came from
portions of northeast and northwest

lowa, however, so good pheasant
hunting should be available over a
larger part of the state than has been
the case for several years.

The recovery of quail and partridge
populations is even more incredible.
Gray partridge have continued to
spread into nearly every county from
their traditional range in northwest
lowa. Counts were very high as far
south as Interstate 80, with sightings
of partnidge deep into southern lowa.
Abundant partridge numbers should
provide a bonus to pheasant hunters
early in the bird season and excellent,
but challenging, gunning in January.
Quail numbers increased most
impressively of all, reaching all-time
high levels on roadside counts
throughout southern lowa. Quail
and partnidge hunting should be the
best seen in the last decade.

Populations of other small game
are improving or are already abun-
dant. Rabbits and squirrels, once the
staple of the lowa hunter, have fallen
from their position of major quarry
for lowa hunters, but neither rabbits
nor squirrel numbers have declined
as rapidly as their decline in popular-
ity among hunters. Why are they not
as popular as they once were?
Perhaps the reasons are that hunters
rely less on wild game for food, or
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en [t would be hard to blame the lowa
: winter for becoming euphoric about
> he next decade or so when expecta-
d ions for im proved upland bird hunt-
*”L ng are combined with the fact that

10

wmbers of deer and wild turkey are
it all-time high levels right now. New
kS ‘ecord harvests and success rates
1ave been recorded by deer and tur-
<ey hunters each of the last several
vears, and the end is not immediately
n sight. |

Major liberalizations were made in
leer hunting regulations this year to
ittempt to control the growth of an
xpanding deer herd. Deer seasons
~vere lengthened and any-sex quotas
~ere nearly doubled to attempt to
ncrease the harvest of does. All land-
ywners, bow hunters, muzzleloaders
ind nearly three of four shotgun
wnters will receive any-sex licenses
his year. _

Fall turkey license quotas were
ncreased and the season lengthened
o take advantage of burgeoning tur-
<ey populations. Exceptional turkey

atches the past three years also
issure that good numbers of gob-
slers will be carned into coming
spring seasons, and the stage is set
or excellent spring hunting the next
wo or three years as well. lowa’s

0

crash in ;,muat numbers, and it deer and turkey hunters already
should continue to improve after the experience some of the finest hunting
excellent weather that occurred dur- in the United States, and that should

ing the nesting season this year. continue during the next few vears.




Hunters can expect waterfowl hunt-
g conditions to be about the same

as last year. Howeuver, better days are
on the horizon with the signing of the

North American Waterfow! Manage-
ment Plan.

Waterfowl

Just as everv rose has its thorns,
the outlook for the waterfowler dims
an otherwise bright picture.
Droughts that dried up most of the
breeding marshes in the northern
U.S. and southern Canada in the
1980's extended, and in some areas
intensified, in 1987, particularly in
areas that Hll],‘i"'h' many of the ducks
that migrate through lowa. Parts of
southern Manitoba and Saskatche-
wan experienced the same dry win-
ter that benefited lowa’s wildlife, but
the lack of snowpack provided little
runoff to replenish thirsty marshes.
Even in areas that had adequate
moisture this year, nesting vegetation
has not had time to develop around
wetlands that were plowed in past
dry summers.

Although duck hunting regula-
tions have been restricted the past
two years to return more breeding
ducks to the breeding grounds, these
ducks have not had an adequate

habitat base on which to achieve their

reproductive potential. As a result, a
duck flight much like last fall's is
predicted, but with a relatively low
percentage of unwary young birds to
['L?*«]{‘PHHd to hunters” decoys and duck
calls. Restrictive regulations will
remain in effect until populations
Improve.

On the bright side, lower popula-
tions of popular species like mallards
and pintails have prompted a resur-
gence in concern for wetlands and

6

resulted in signing the North Ameri-
can Watertowl Plan, a joint venture
between federal Canadian and U.S
agencies to protect and restore
Increasimg amounts of watertowl
habitat (see “A Strategy for Coop-
eration” in the August 1987 lowa
CONSERVATIONIST for details).
Positive gains in duck numbers as a
result of this program are several
vears off, however.

Goose populations are much better
off than ducks, but little change is
expected trom last year’s thght. Late
snow cover in the sub-Arctic breed-
ing grounds delayed nesting and
kept production at or slightly below
average, so a fall flight about like last
year's is expected for most popula-
tions of snow and Canada geese. The
exception is the Eastern Prairie Popu-
lation of Canada geese that winters in
Missouri and nests on the west side
of Hudson Bay. Breeding populations
are below target levels and mild
restrictions on hunting regulations
have failed to cause a response in
their numbers. As a result, Manitoba,
Minnesota, lowa and Missouri -
areas that share in the harvest of this
resource — have all accepted goose

hunting restrictions to protect this
flock for a few years. Canada goose
seasons in lowa have been shortened
to 45 days, ending in mid-November
instead ot early December. This will
still allow hunters plenty of ime to
take locally-produced Giant Canada
geese, which have increased rapidly
in the past decade,betore most EPP
geese appear.

Fortunately for the lowa water-
fowler, hunting success here often
depends more on habitat and water
conditions on our marshes and reser-
voirs than on the number of birds
flying south. If adequate food and
water are present when birds arrive,
they often stay for prolonged rest
stops and are available to hunters for
an extended period. If habitat condi-
tions are poor, or it major storm
fronts to our north move large num- 1
bers of birds over extensive areas at |
the same time, overtlights can occur
and hunting can be poor. At this
writing, late summer storms have
replenished marshes and reservoirs
that were dry in the spring, but more
rain will be needed to assure that
conditions are right throughout the
fall

T




+
1986 GAME HARVEST AND
1987 POPULATION STATUS
Harvest (1000's) Population Change:
1981-85 avg. 1986 1981-85 avg. 1986
:UPLAND GAME !
Ring-necked Pheasant 9834 855.9 + 499 + 38%
'Bnbwl'ute Qualil 345.7 339.0 + 172% + 108%
Gray Partndge 61.6 00.6 +192% + 62%
Cottqntml Rabbit 751.4 478.7 + 72% + 15%
'WATERFOWL
Mallard 113 7 90.6 + 6%
Wood Duck 48.0 47.1
Blue-wm ed Teal 529 27.1
Other Duckb 79.8 55.4
All Ducks 2944 220.2 No Change
Geese
Canada 11.1 17.5
~Snow/Whitefront 12:1 14.9
All Geese 252 32.4 No Change
FBREST:WILDLIFE
White-tailed Deer
Gun 29.4 52.8 Not Available
~ Bow 51 9.9 Until January
All Deer 34.5 62.7
Wild Turkey
Fall 1.0 1.9 + 8-9% +5-10%
Sprin 20 3.9
Ruffed Grouse 1.4 12.7 No Survey
Squirrels 681.4 506.8 No Survey
FURBEARERS
Raccoon 282.8 599.7 + 8%
Fox 241 52.1 No Survey
Cnyute B.8 16.0 No Survey
Muskrat 408.4 722.2 No Survey
Mink 23.5 54.8 No Survey
Beaver 10.3 44 4 No Survey

Furbearers

Populations of furbearers remain
healthy in a period of moderate trap-
ping and hunting pressure. Few sur-
veys are available to document
trends in furbearer numbers, but
results of trapping and hunting sea-
sons indicate they are fairly stable.
Muskrat numbers fluctuate with
water and vegetation conditions on
marshes and streams. Most public
marshes currently have moderate
vegetation, so rat populations are
below peak numbers, but trapping
pressure will have little impact on
overall muskrat numbers. Beaver
remain abundant and are a pest spe-
cies that clog field drains and creeks,
flood croplands and destroy valuable
trees. Low pelt prices for beaver keep
trapping interest low

Raccoon, tox, a'u}'nh' and other ter-
restral furbearers thrnve in spite of
the heavier than usual trapping pres-
sure they sustained during the past
mild season. These pI'ULLIIUI‘H will
benefit from CRP also. More grass-
lands mean increasing populations of
rodents and small mammals and
more food for predators. Denning
sites that have been tilled recently
will become available as rolling lands
are seeded down. Red fox, which
have been depressed in recent years,
should rebound strongly:

Increased furbearer populations
mean increased trapping and hunt-
ing opportunity, but not nece ssarly
more animals harvested. Harvest
pressure is dictated mostly by pelt
prices, not by the abundance of fur-
bearers, so trends in the fashion
industry will dictate whether or not
furharvesters benefit much from the
expected increase in wildlife popula-
tions. Research studies conducted by
the DNR have consistently shown
that even in years of intense trapping
and hunting pressure, removing ani-
mals only serves to increase produc-
tion by the remainder and keep
populations vigorous and healthy

For the 1987 season dates see

page 14.
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By [im Hansen

HENEVER IOWA WATER-

FOWL HUNTERS FACI
shorter seasons or reduced bag lim-
iIts, a conversation similar to the fol-
lowing probably takes place around
the state. A hunter looks at the
announcement of the waterfowl reg-
ulations in the morning paper and
says to his partner, “Well, they did it
to us again.” Just who are they, and
how and why are they making deci-
sions on watertowl seasons? [ think
most lowa watertowlers have at least
a general idea of how and why sea-
sons are set, but they may not know
the steps involved or what factors are
considered.

I'he season-setting process is much
difterent tor watertowl than it 1s for
pheasants and quail. Since ducks,
geese and coots are migratory, pri-
mary responsibility tor their manage-
ment rests with the tederal
government. Each state can select its
season dates, but it must do so
within the federal framework, which
stipulates the season length and bag
limits.

Within the United States, protec-
tion is provided by the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act of 1918. This act
makes it unlawful to hunt, kill, sell,
purchase or possess any migratory
birds except by regulations adopted
by the Secretary of the Interior.
Within the U.5. Department of the
Interior, the Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS) 1s the agency responsible for
providing population data for estab-
lishing regulations and also for
enforcing those regulations.

Many different agencies participate
each year in collecting data that is
used in the regulation process. Partic-
ipants include people from the FWS,
Canadian Wildlife Service, several
states and provinces and private
organizations. Some of the surveys
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done each year are wetland counts,
breeding population surveys and
brood surveys. A key survey for
ducks is the breeding population sur-
vey inltiated in early May and ending
in mid-June each year. Its purpose is
to determine the species and number
of potential breeding ducks in the
principal nesting areas of North
America. 'housands of miles of tran-
sects are surveyed from low-flying
airplanes. Some survey transects are
censused from both the air and
ground to determine “visibility rates”
which are then used as correction
factors. Duck brood surveys in July
on some of the same transects are
used to determine how good the pro-
duchon was. Aenal counts of ponds
in May and July provide an index of
how good the water conditions are

for duck nesting and brood rearing.
Results of these surveys are com-
bined to arrive at a fall flight index ftor
total ducks (10 species) and for mai-
lards. The Watertowl Status Report
and Fall Flight Forecast are released
on July 25 each year.

Population and production esti-
mates for geese are obtained much
differently, primarily because most
geese nest in far northern areas. For
one flock of Canada geese, the East-
ern Prairie Population, Jowa and sev-
eral other agencies cooperate to do
surveys of the breeding grounds on
the west side of Hudson Bay. For
most other Canada goose popula-
tions, plus snow geese and white -
fronted geese, there are no regular
breeding ground surveys. However,
there are some indications of how
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Ron Johnson

good production will be from
weather and snow cover information
from local observers, weather sta-
tions or satellite imagery. An early
snow-melt usually means good pro-
duction, while a late snow-melt (after
June 15) means poor production.
Even though the federal govern-
ment is ultimately responsible for
waterfowl hunting regulations, the
states get involved in the process
through the flyway councils. The
Mississippi F lyway Council technical
section is made up of biologists from
14 states and three Canadian prov-
inces. It meets twice a year to review
and discuss issues related to water-
fowl habitat, populations, regula-
tions and research. Committees
within the technical section deal
more in depth with particular species
and issues. Actions or recommenda-
tions by the technical section then go
to the ! "*v’IlH:ulH*:lpl.‘!l Flyway Council
which is made up of administrators
from the same states and provinces.
| The Flyway Council’s recommenda-

, tions are then passed on to the FWS.
If a state were to request a change

for | in regulations on canvasbacks for

I | example, that request would need to

; be approved by the technical sec-

q tion’s diving duck committee, the full

technical section, and the Flyway
\ Council before it goes to the FWS.
If the proposed change affects other
t flyways, as it well might, the state
would probably also seek the

1[r endorsement of another flyway |

o umn}ll. So, there are a number of

3 possible “roadblocks” before a pro-

i’ posed change even gets to the FWS.
On occasion a state has worked
directly with the FWS when they felt
they were being treated unimrh

: within the Flyw ay Counall, but that

. is not the usual way of doing

| business.

work.

The FWS receives recommenda-
tions from four different flyway
councils and must try to treat all of
them fairly, even though regulation
recommendations might be very dif-
ferent. In early August each year,
soon after the summer flyway council
meetings, the FWS announces tenta-
tive waterfow| hunting regulations,
including season length and bag lim-
its. There is then a period of a few
days during which the FWS will
receive comments from public and
private agencies and individuals.
These comments will be considered
and then by mid-August the FWS
will announce the final federal regu-
lations approved by the Secretary of
the Interior. |

After these federal frameworks are
announced, lowa and the other
states complete the process by select-
ing season dates. Actually the water-
fowl regulations process starts much
earlier in lowa, and it allows ample

Kin Formanek

The season-setting process is much different
for waterfowl than it is for pheasants and
quail. Since ducks, geese and coots are mi-
gratory, primary responsibility for their

management rests with the federal govern-
ment. Each state can select its season dates,
but it must do so within the federal frame-

opportunity for the public to offer
comments. In January tentative
waterfowl regulations are proposed,
reviewed by wildlife biologists,
supervisors and administrators, and
taken to the Natural Resource Com-
mission for approval. The Commis-
sion then either accepts or changes
the recommendations and approves
what is called a “Notice of Intended
Action”. After the “notice” is pub-
lished, public meetings are held
around the state specifically to
receive comments on the proposed
regulations. The public can also write
to the DNR at any time to offer sug-
gestions on regulations. After com-
ments have been considered, final
regulations are developed and taken
to the Commussion for final action.
Early seasons, such as a September
duck season, are usually set by the
Commission in June, w hile the later
seasons are set in late August or early
September.




OR ANY NEW AND DIFFER

ENT WATERFOWL SEASON
that is considered experimental, an
addibional set of procedures 1s fol-
lowed. In the eight years | have been
in lowa we have had three experi-
mental seasons; the September duck
season, zoning for duck hunting, and
a southwest lowa goose zone. For
each expernnment the DNR director
has had to sign a “Memorandum of
Understanding” with the FWS,
Hll[‘[l];l[l!‘n' specific dates and bound-
aries, what evaluation will be done,
who will do the evaluation and when
reports are due. Evaluations nor-
mally run at least three years.

With that intformation on how sea
sons are established, let’s look at why
the 'y are set the way they are in lowa
Because bag limits and other re gula-
tions are largely set by the FWS, we
will talk mainly about lowa’s season
dates. In setting waterfowl regula-
tions we try to provide the greatest
amount of recreation and harvest
consistent with maintaining water-
fowl populations at desired levels
[he L‘xpl'l'ln‘u'l‘lt.l| seasons mentioned
above were instituted in hopes of
providing more recreation for lowa
hunters. We, of course, have to work
with other states, provinces and
countnes because we share the same
resource.

In selecting duck season dates in
lowa we have tried to give hunters
an opportunity to shoot early-migrat-
ing ducks such as blue-winged teal
and wood ducks and also to get in on
the major mallard migration period
from late October through mid-
November. Certainly major mallard
flights arrive later than that in some
years on some areas, but that isn’t the
case for most of the state. It wasn't
too difficult to pick satisfactory duck
season dates when we were permit-
ted to have 50-day seasons, but in
1985, because of record low breeding,
populations of mallards and total
ducks, the federal framework was cut
to 40 days. We knew this would
make some hunters unhappy
because something had to be cut.
Since we had already sought and
received authorization two years ear-
lier to zone the state, we were stll
able to run the duck season through
Thanksgiving weekend in the south
zZone.

In making decisions on season ot
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dates we consider when the ducks
are being killed, as indicated by the
federal harvest data for each day.

['his data shows that even the week-
days of the September season are
important hunting days, with kills
usually ranging from 8,000 to 14,000
ducks per weekday, as compared to a
few hundred per day late in the sea-
son. Data also indicates that there 1s a
high duck kill, including mallards, in
October. For these reasons, most of
the cut has been made from the end
of the season. We hear from hunters
who want much later seasons, and as
much as | enjoy those late davs
myselt, there just aren’t very many
hunters out or ducks killed then, and
a cold front or heavy snow can end
the hunting in a hurry.

Some hunters have asked why we
can’t have a longer duck season and
larger bag limits like some of the
southern states. They have the
wrong idea, because the tederal
framework 1s the same tor all Missis-
sippi Flyway states in both season
length and bag limit. Some states
south of lowa do get nine extra days
In September to shoot teal only. lowa
1s not offered that option because we
are considered a production state.
Central |"|_‘I-.'utn' states, such as
Nebraska, have often been allowed a
longer season than lowa because of
the lower harvest rates and fewer
hunters in that flyway.

— W LR (T

In setting Canada goose seasons in
lowa we work closely with other
states and provinces. Geese can eas-
ily be over harvested, so close atten-
tion 1s paid to kills and population
levels. There 1s some concern at pres-
ent for the status of the Eastern
P’raine Population of Canada geese,
because the tHock has for several
years been below the objective level
called tor in the management plan
developed by the Flyway Council.
lowa’s contribution to the harvest of
this flock is relatively minor now, but
It 1S uhnwmw some Q:Una Of INCreas-
ing. In a cooperative effort by several
states and provinces to build this
tlock there are some restrictions in
lowa’s Canada goose season this fall.

In my work with the Mississip pi
Flyway Council there is one thing in
particular that has struck me that we
tend to take for granted. This is one
area where representatives from
states and provinces and two fed-
eral governments can sit down and
discuss the welfare and management
of an international resource of
mutual concern without bureaucratic
red tape getting in the way.

For the 1987 waterfow!l season
dates see page 14.

[1im Hansen ts a waterfowl research biolo-
_'\'!HJ‘ located at Clear Lake. He holds an

M. A. degree in zoology. Hansen has been
with the department stnce 1979,
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Since the energy price shocks of
the 1970’s and early 1980’s, more
lowa tarmers are looking for, and
finding, alternative sources of fuel
that are available on the farm to help
satisfy their energy needs. Richard
Humphrey, who farms 1,200 acres of
corn and soybeans near Gilman, suc-
cessfully burns wood instead of pro-
pane to dry his corn.

Humphrey purchased a Stormor
biomass furnace in 1979 for $6,000.
He received a $1,000 discount off the
list price for installing the unit him-
self. “I bought it during the energy
crisis,” Humphrey c\phu:wd U &
gas had been as high as 75¢ per gal-
lon, and I figured by now it would be
up around a dollar. This summer LP
was 50¢, but the burner has still paid
for itself, saving me 60 percent on the
cost of LI” gas.”

The unitis used to dry shelled
corn, drying approximately 30,000
bushels a year in 1,500-bushel
batches. The corn is harvested at
about 28 percent moisture content
and dried to 14 percent off the cob.

His heat-exchanger unit was
designed to accept round bales of
corn stalks and bean stubble. Hum-
phrey tried burning 6 -foot by 6-foot
hay bales and found only one bale
could be loaded in the unit at a time.
It would burn for a few hours, leav-
ing behind a “big ball of black soot.”
Humphn y said not much heat was
generated from the bales. However,
he had planned from the start on
burning wood and has found the
unit performs satisfactorily when
loaded with logs up to four feet in
diameter and six feet in length.

Humphrey had experimented with
2x4 and 1 x 6 wood studs he sal-

vaged from a house, but found when
he loaded the unit to capacity that the
tinder-like wood burned too rapidly,
overheating the unit and creating a
build-up of pressure that burst open
one of the unit’s two 5- foot by 10-
foot doors. Humphrey can still use
the dry dimension lumber if he fills
the firebox with “two or three front-
end loaders” worth” of the wood;

Old-Fashioned In

Drying Corn With Wood

however, it i1s necessary to restoke
the furnace every two to three hours.
The logs, in contrast, will burn 7 to 10
hours, depending on their size and
moisture content.

Humphrey said he burned wood
in the unit two years In a row before
he had to remove the ash that had
accumulated at the bottom. A cement
base surrounds the unit but the
firechamber floor is filled with
crushed lime. Ashes are ?-,L‘u-u[._‘u‘d Llp
on his front-end loader or shoveled
out by hand. “I've had no proble ms
at all with creosote or slag buildup,’
Humphrey added. He said some rust
from the steel combustion chamber
does flake off but that the firebox has
not yet required relining,.

Once the unit is loaded, Hum-
phrey douses the wood with diesel
fuel and ignites it with a match. The
backup LP burner is placed on auto-
matic mode and kicks in until the
wood brings the combustion air in
the firebox up to the required tem-
perature. After that, the LP burner
may cycle in for 15 seconds to four
minutes as needed throughout the
drying cycle to assure an even tem-
perature is maintained. “The flame
is blue, just like with the LE” Hum-
phrey observed.

The burner i1s used in conjunction
with an overhead bin. Wet grain from
the fields is fed into the top of the bin
where a cone-shaped receptacle
receives it. Drying air, warmed to 130
to 140 degrees is blown in under-
neath the corn. After the air has been
circulated through the grain by a 10
horsepower fan, a crank lever is used
to drop the grain to the bottom of the
bin, and another load of wet grain is
discharged at the t up Capillary tubes
inserted into the grain sense when it
reaches 92 Lit‘},lt't s, at which time the
biomass furnace fans shut down. The
dried corn is then augered into a
storage bind.

Humphrey said he is quite happy
with the furnace system. “I can fill
the burner once with logs and com-
bine in the fields all day. There are
very few moving parts.” He said

genmty

By Abby Feel

because he dries his grain harvested
at 28 percent, there’s less field loss.
“It takes two months to dry all our
grain, so really we can’t wait for it to
be drier or the snow would be flying
before we were through combining.”

Reprinted from Combustion of Crop
Residues for Energy, Great Lakes
Biomass Energy Program, January 1987

This article also appeared in the DNR's
lowa Energy Bulletin. The Bulletin 1s
published bi-monthly and 1s free of charge
To receive the lowa Energy Bulletin,
write the lowwa DNR, Wallace State Office
Building, Des Moines, lowa, 50319-
0034, 1'. 0 Wendy Zohrer

Last year, Richard Humphrey dried
30,000 bushels of corn with wood in
the biomass furnace he purchased in

1979.



STARTING OUT
RIGHT

No little leaguer has to
face a Nolan Ryan fastball
when he's just learning to
bat but, all too often, the
young hunter who's just
learning to shoot 1s
thrown into the “major
leagues” before he’s had a
chance to learn the tunda-
mentals. For instance, it’s
more than a httle dis-
couraging for any aspiring
wingshooter, especially a
voung one, to miss target
atter target at the middle
stations in skeet or find
himselt trying to shoot a
round of trap with a shot-
gun he can barely lift, let
alone aim

[he point, of course, 15
to start the young hunter
out right and, we hope,
these tips will help:

GUN SAFETY

Experienced hunters are
well aware of the impor-
tance of teaching the ba-
sics of firearms and hunter
safety to those who are
just starting out. However,
several satety PUI]”H are
worth repeating since they
don’t always get the em-
phasis they should.

First, as important as it
is to know how to properly
handle your gun, it 1s
equally important for
every novice hunter to be
thoroughly familiar with
the gun itself. How does
the action work? What's
the right way to load and
unload the gun? And,
what about the safety?
Where is it and how does it
work? No one who han-
dles a gun should be un-
familar with the answers
to t]lli”‘w““l'l‘-. such as these.

SAFE HABITS

Second, it is important
that young hunters have

i )

the chance to actually
practice sate gun handling
skills betore the season
starts. If vou're a duck
hunter, for example, you
can realistically simulate a
blind with a few bales ot
hay and can set up a porta-
ble trap to throw “duck”
targets. It 1s a great way lo
practice and to Impress on
a young hunter satety con-
cepts such as zones ot hire
and the precautions neces-
sarv when handling a
shotgun n the close Prox-
imity of others

LEARNING TO SHOO|

Hl*_‘uﬁl‘ld L]t."\'t']l.l[*'ll‘lz;“ ba-
sic wingshooting skills,
practice should help build
confidence in a young
shooter. Portable traps are
ideal in this regard. The
spring can be loosened to
throw a softer target and
target angle and eleva-
tion can be easily con-
trolled. If yvou're at a skeet
field, start off with the
easier stations, such as one
and seven. And there's
nothing that says vou
have to shoot trap from
the 16-yard line. If youre
teaching someone who's
just starting off, get them
shooting from right be-
hind the traphouse.

Whatever type of prac-
tice you arrange, be sure to
keep it simple and fun.
There’s nothing like break-
ing that first clay target to
hook a youngster on
shooting,.

— National Shooting
Sports Foundation

REMINDER — All per-
sons born after Jan. 1,
1967, are required to have
a certificate of completion
of a hunter satety course to
purchase an lowa hunting
license.

START WINTER
BIRD FEEDING
IN THE FALL

Otticials of the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
say the best time to start a
winter bird feeding pro-
gram 1s during October or
early November.

“This will enable birds
to include the fteeder in
their regular teeding cir-
cuit. Starting feeders 1n
December or |anuary 1s
much harder because the
birds have alreadv select-
ed their primary feeding
sites,” says Laura Spess
Jackson, urban biologist
tor the DNR.

i'{"l.'dt"l"'\ "\I'll'lll]ki i"'v.'
placed near shrubs, trees
or other structures that can
be used as I"'L‘I'L'I1il1:£1 sites
while the birds wait to
feed, Ofhcaals also recom-
mend placing the feeders
in sunny areas that are
protected from the wind.

Further information on
winter bird feeding is
available in the Fall 1987
Nongame Newsletter. O
receive a copy, call or write
the Department of Natural
Resources.

AUTUMN COLOR
REPORT

People interested in the
fall foliage color change
this autumn may call
(515)233-4110 for a weekly
progress report from the
lowa Department of Natu-
ral Resources” forest nurs-
ery in Ames.

The recorded mmtorma-
tion will change each
Monday and will run
through mid-October. The
weekly message will de-
scribe fall color through-
out the state, which tree
species are most colorful
and when the peak of col-
or will likely occur in dif-
ferent areas of the state.

EARLY BIRD
CATCHES A WORM
.« « AND MORE

Chuck Humeston, con-
servation officer, was
called to Five Island Lake
north of Emmetsburg and
found this bird hanging
from a tree by a strand of
monofilament fishing line.
The tree was located next
to a popular crappie fish-
ing spot. Apparently, a
fisherman had caught his
line in a tree during a cast
and had broken the line off
leaving the hook and bait,
possible a worm, hanging
from a limb.

Apparently, the bird
saw dinner hanging from
the tree and grabbed it, on-
ly to find its beak caught
on the fish hook. Humes-
ton found the bird still
alive flapping its wings
trying to free itself. Since it
was hanging from a dead
limb, he threw a rope over
the limb breaking it from
the tree. Upon hitting the
ground, the bird shook
loose of the hook and flew
awayy.

Anglers — watch where
you discard old fishing line
and tackle!

- —
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Classroom Corner

By Robert P. Rye

Animals” homes are used for shelter, raising young or
capturing food. As we observe lowa’s habitat, we can tell
what animals live there by the homes we find. It is
important to observe animal homes, as well as the animals
themselves, to be able to fully appreciate nature and all
natural resources.

Iry matching the following animals with their homes to
tell how well you have observed lowa’s habitat.

Mourning dove
Muskrat
Bullhead
Caddis flies
Oriole

A. Bald-faced homet E
B. Robin G.
C. Beaver H.
D. Spider 1.
E. Woodchuck |.

. What animal weaves an elaborate, hanging, sack-

like nest?

What animal interrupts a stream with gnawed-oft

trees to form a pond and lodge?

3. What animal builds an oval, covered nest that can
accommodate over 10,000 in the colony?

4. What animal builds a loose nest of a few sticks on

which it balances two white eggs?

What animal digs a hillside den that acts as a

lookout, nursery and winter quarters?

6. What animal builds cases of sand or plant debris
cemented together by silk?

7. What animal constructs a shallow water home - a
domed structure with rooms for living and storage?

8. What animal, using its beak to carry in clay, makes a
sturdy bowl for a nest?

9. What animal cleans a space on the pond’s tloor for
his mate’s eggs, and after fertilizing them guards
the nest and protects the fry?

10. What animal spins a silk nest and also uses this silk
for a safety line, egg sacs and snares?

2

1

Answers:
'a o1 ‘H
qd ¢ 4
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IOWA HUNTERS KILLED MORE
DUCKS AND GEESE IN 1986

[he U.S. Fish and Wild-
hte Service (USFWS) re-
cently released |"T't"1ilﬂi-
nary duck and goose har-
vest estimates for each
state for the 1986 hunting
SEdS0N

'he harvest
tor lowa indicated that the
duck kill from
200,000 in 1985 to 220.000
in 1986. This 1s still some-
what below the recent av-
but it
some 1improvement from
the poor 1985 season. The
mallard kill in lowa in-
creased from 62,000 1n
1985 to 91,000 in 1986. In
total duck harvest in 1986,
lowa ranked seventh
among the 14 Mississippi
Flyway states

Hunting for geese was
even more productive, es-
pecially Canada geese.
lowa’s snow 2005 harvest
estimate 12 000 1in
1986, compared to 8,500
the previous year. The
1986 Canada goose kill in
lowa was estimated to be
17,500, a substantial in-
crease over the 10,400 in
1985. The Canada goose
kill of 17,500 was the high-
est ever recorded for lowa
since the estimates were
started in 1962. The previ-
ous high was 15,500 in
[969. The increased har-
vest in 1986 can probably
be attributed to a number
of factors, including in-
creasing numbers of lowa-
reared Giant Canada
geese, Increasing interest
in Canada goose hunting
and a couple of significant
migrations occurring on
weekends, when more
hunters were out.

[he USFWS harvest es-

estimates

increased

erage does show

wds

timates have been denved
through the cooperation
of randomly-selected
hunters who send 1n a
duck wing or a goose tail

from each bird they bag

and another
hunters

group ol
who answer a
questionnaire. Other in-
formation provided with
the harvest estimates in-
cluded duck stamp sales
and seasonal bags. The
number ot federal duck
stamps sold in lowa in-

creased shieghtly, from
33,304 to 33,827, The aver
age number of ducks

killed per adult hunter for
the entire season in lowa
was 6.50, which was equal
to the average for the Mis-
sissippi Flyway.

Duck populations have
been lower than normal
the past hive years because
of prolonged drought on
the breeding grounds In
the praine pothole region
of the northern U.S. and
Canada. Bag hmits and
season length were short-
ened by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service in 1986 to
protect adequate breeding
stock. The prainies re-
mained dry this year but
slightly improved from
last year.

DNR officials remind
waterfowl hunters of the
change in the boundary
dividing the north and
south zones of the state.
The state will be divided
by a line beginning on the
Nebraska-lowa border at
State Highway 175, south-
east to State Highway 37,
east to U.S. Highway 59,
south to Interstate 80 and
along Interstate 80 east to
the lowa-Illinois border.

1987 IOWA

HUNTING & TRAPPING SEASONS

HUNTING AND TRAPPING SEASONS FOR FURBEARERS

The furbearer seasons all open at 8:00 a m_ on the opening dale excepl the late beaver season
which opens al 12:00 noon. There are no daily bag or possession limils
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WARDEN'’S
DIARY

By Jerry Hoilien

UST GOT NOTIFICATION FROM

THE DES MOINES OFFICE THAT
roadside hunting may be considered
trespassing on some roads in Iowa.

That reminds me of a couple of
fellas I met one day a few years ago.

It was a beautiful Sunday during
the pheasant season in western Iowa.
The pickup had a topper on it and
was driving slow down a gravel
road. The license plate told me it was
a Missourian, as [ came up behind. |
could see the face in the large rear-
view mirror was watching me as |
turned on the red light. His rider
wasn't making any fast moves as |
walked up to the door. The driver set
his cup of hot coffee on the dash and
reached for his billfold.

“Mornin’ warden,” the driver said
“We've got our licenses, two nice

pheasants, and if you'd like, I'll
open the back so you can check our
guns.”

The nice greeting and the coopera-
tive attitude made me feel good. Lots
of times, it is a completely different

story — shells flying all over the
front, a frantic effort to zip up the
gun cases, and an argumentive atti-
tude to start with.

“Would you like a cup of coffee?
Bet you started out awfully early.
We're in no hurry. If you've got a
minute, we'd like to talk with you.”

They went on to tell me whata
great time they were having in lowa.
They were both in their 70’s and
weren’t able to walk very far so they
drove around, enjoying the nice
weather and the country, and would
occasionally see a rooster in the
ditch. They described how, when
seeing a rooster, one of them would
get out, get his gun from the back,
load it while the other drove on past
the bird and then they’d both walk
towards the bird. Only one would
shoot, so to be safe.

“We’ve got to tell you about the
nice fella we met yesterday. We must

have driven past his place cause he
drove by us in his pickup and then
stopped ahead, down the road.
When we got to him, he asked if we
were looking for pheasants. We told
him we were, and he suggested we
hunt down by his creek. Told us we
could hunt that whole mile. We
thanked him very much, but we
didn’t want to tell him that neither
one of us could walk that far. It's sort
of embarrassing, don’t you know?
He was sure a nice fella. Would it be
legal if we gave him one of our
pheasants, when we leave?”

[ assured him it would be O.K. and
thought how great it is when nice
people can come together. I hear and
see too much of the other kind!

I ran across them again later and
gave them an extra copy of the lowa
CONSERVATIONIST 1 happened to
have. They appreciated it and said
they’d like to subscribe. They asked if
we were going to change our road
hunting laws. At the time | told them
I hoped not, there had been some
attempt, but so far only some minor
changes.

As they left, one grinned and said,
“I don’t know why anyone would be
so fussy about ‘road-hunting’ — —
those roads aren’t any good to eat
anyhow!”

Things have changed somewhat
since | talked to them a few years
ago. Hunters may not have it quite as
easy now. Currently it is the Attorney
General's opinion that it is the hunt-
er’s or trapper’s responsibility to find
out if the road ditches they intend to
use are fee title or easement roads.
And if they are easement roads, they
should seek the permission of the
owner.

The friends I mentioned sent me a
Christmas card a while back, said
they enjoy the “Warden’s Diary.” |
sure hope the new roadside ruling
won't keep them from coming, back
to lowa. Visitors like them are always
welcome.




STORY OF
A DITCH

By Tom Neal

Aerial photo of lTowa lakebed .
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[om Neal has been a wildlife biologist for the department simce 1972
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Egret — a marsh visitor.

HIS STORY STARTS A LONG TIME AGO. NORTH-

WESTERN IOWA WAS DOTTED WITH THOUSANDS
of untold marshes, lakes and potholes. In the language of
some, northwestern lowa was “poorly drained.”

I'he area had only recently been completely settled, and
it was eagerly being converted to tarmland. Private drain-
age efforts were not always suftficient to accomplish all that
was desired, so drainage districts were formed. These
were basically groups of landowners who shared the cost
of large-scale drainage projects.

I'he drainage ditch in this story was dug about 1915 1n
order to provide drainage for a number of farmers. It
happened that the lowest and most logical place for the
ditch to go was through the middle of a state-owned lake.
['his minor inconvenience did not deter the diggers. The
lake was quickly and permanently drained, and the ditch
was completed. In fact, the lake was a benefit to the
diggers because the state became a “beneficiary” of the
drainage and was forced to pay a part of this and any
future costs of the ditch. Convoluted reasoning is the rule
rather than the exception in drainage districts. In this case,
it was ruled that the state would have to pay more than L
other landowners, because state land was originally wet-
ter and thus would “benefit” more from dramnage. Of
course 1t was wetter, it was a lake!

The ditch did its job admirably, and little or no addi-
tional digging was necessary tor 70 years. Alter many
years of neglect, however, the ditch banks had grown up
with trees. The ditch was frequently plugged by beaver
dams, and it was badly silted in. A state-owned marsh at
the lower end of the ditch was also filling in with silt at an
alarming rate.

A few landowners felt that their drainage would be ¥
improved if the ditch was completely cleaned out. Drain-
age laws are such that no majority is needed to mitate




action on a ditch. County supervisors, as trustees of the
drainage district, believed that the law required them to
provide drainage. As required by law, an estimate of the
costs of cleaning the ditch was obtained and a public
hearing was held.

Both the general public and the affected landowners
were overwhelmingly opposed to the project, and said so
at the public meeting. Their opposition was based on high
costs, questionable benefits and environmental damage.

Nevertheless, the project was approved, a contract was
let and the digging began. In order to save money, the
ditch banks were made extremely steep and were not
seeded. Huge spoil piles were left on the banks. In a wide
area on both sides of the ditch, all trees were cut and the
stumps dug out. The trees which had been growing on
state and private land for 70 years were sold by the
contractor, who simply poc keted the money. A complaint
was filed, and the supervisors decided this was all per-
fectly legal.

A county road bridge over the ditch was mysteriously
replaced with a new one, appan‘ntlv to accommod ate the
new ditch. It was not officially “part of the project,” so the
drainage district did not have to pay for it. Taxpayers did
pay forit, even though it benefited only drainage inter-
ests.

What is the upshot of all this? As far as “benefits,” a few
people will be able to raise a few more bushels of corn. A
few more bushels will be contributed to the huge sur-
pluses we already have.

HAT WILL IT COST? FOR STARTERS, THE STATE
WILL BE ASSESSED ABOUT $25,000 FOR THE
“benefits” they Hllp}‘uht‘dl‘y receive. These “benefits” con-
sist of not only paying to have a public lake drained, but
paying again every time the ditch needs to be maintained!

This will be paid by state taxpayers. County taxpayers will
pay for the new bridge. Drainage district members will
pay huge assessments for the “benefits” they receive.
They will be forced to pay whether they like it or not, even
if they don’t really benefit from the digging.

Much more important, however, is the cost in natural
resources to the people of lowa. A huge swatch of prime
wildlife habitat has been eliminated. The songbirds, rab-
bits, pheasants, muskrats, ducks, mink, beaver, minnows,
frogs and a host of other animals that lived there are gone.
Much of this destruction took place on a public wildlife
area, which has been designated and managed to provide
a home for wildlife. The supervisors quickly agreed to pay
for damage they did to fences and other man-made struc-
tures, but they refused to believe that the wildlife they
destroyed had any value.

Just as important is what this means to the marsh
located downstream. Even before the clean-out, the ditch
had added an estimated 40 acre-feet of silt to the marsh.
That is enough to cover 40 acres one foot deep. ut
another way, 65,000 cubic yards of silt has been dumped
in the marsh. The cost of removing this much silt would
be astronomical, even if a place could be found to putit.

The siltation rate will be greatly increased from now on.
With the steep, unprotected ditch banks (some 20 feet
high), erosion along the ditch is now more severe than it
has been during the past 70 years. Not all of the silt stops
in the marsh. For as long as [ can remember, the water
running into this marsh would be laden with mud, but
the water running out was always crystal clear. The marsh
has provided us free water treatment, tra PpIng silt as well
as other pollutants. This is not true anymore. The over-
loaded marsh can no longer hold all the silt that is pouring
i and much of it continues on downstream. As it moves
downstream, silt covers fish spawning areas, kills aquatic
life and causes still more ditches to be “renovated.” Along
with the silt comes a vast array of pul*«nnﬂtt% agric ultural
chemicals. Is it any wonder that this witches’ brew of silt
and chemicals will no longer support aquatic hife?

ERHAPS WE CAN LEARN SOMETHING FROM
THIS NIGHTMARISH DESTRUCTION OF OUR
environment.

Perhaps we will gradually learn that drainage is not
automatically good. That so-called “wasteland” is not
wasteland at all, but in fact produces a precious comple-
ment of plants and animals and contributes to our well-
being in many ways.

Perhaps we will learn that the drainage laws of 1900 do
not necessarily serve the public interest in the 1980s.

Perhaps we will learn that passing our silt and water on
to someone else only compounds the problem. Most
importantly, pvrhapa we will eventually realize that greed
alone is not sufficient reason to destroy lowa’s natural
environment.

Aldo Leopold said it best forty years ago: “We must
cease being intimidated by the argument that a nght
action is impossible because it LiUl“ﬁ not yield maximum
;1rqrtlt- or that a wrong action is to be condoned because it
pays.’

[t 1s just as true today as it was in 1947.
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HUNTING
BY PERMISSION ONLY

By Rick Samples

YUU ARE OUT FOR A MORN-
ING OF HUNTING IN THE
beautiful lowa countryside on a cnsp
November day. Everything is ready -
the dog, the gun and especially you.
You have been eagerly anticipating
this day for months. As you drive
along, your hunting partner spots an
ideal spot with plenty of cover, some
standing corn left for wildlite and a
small pond nearby
pheasants! Now all you need to dois
get permission to hunt. Quickly, vou
g0 to the nearest farmstead to ask,
but find that the occupant just rents
the house and doesn’t know who
owns the parcel you want to hunt.
He suggests you go to the next house
down the road to ask. You jump in
vour truck and beat it to the next
place, but no one is home so you
decide to wait, figuring they will be
back shortly. Before vou know it an

a great p[m't‘ for

hour of prime hunting time has
passed and all you've mrllr. nis frus-
trated. Sound familiar?

From the landowner’s perspective,
consider this scenario. Over the years
you have spent many enjoyable
hours fishing and hunting and still
do when vou have time. You always
had a concern for wildlife, and letting
that waterway grow to provide cover
and leaving a couple of rows of corn
standing was just your quiet way of
giving something back. In the past
you did not mind people hunting on
your property as long as they asked
permission and left the area the way
they found it. But since you started
farming your father’s farm in the next
township, you have had nothing but
trouble. Every time you go by there
during hunting season you have to
chase trespassers out and hx the
fence. Frustrated, you deade to post

“NO HUNTING” signs and contact
the state conservation otficer about
this persistent problem.

Unfortunately, both of these situa-
tions are all too common in lowa.
However, a partial solution may be
just around the corner with a fresh
approach that depends on the input
and cooperation of various groups
including landowners, hunters,
county conservation boards and the
lowa Department of Natural
Resources. This project is called the
“HUNTING BY PERMISSION
ONLY" sign program and will be
entering its second hunting season
this fall

I'he concept of the program came
from discussions of county conserva-
tion personnel from southeast lowa.
[t was felt that action needed to be
taken to improve landowner/hunter
conservation agency relations and
the idea of distnbuting signs to land-
owners that provided information
hunters could use to ask permission

was suggested. The southeast county

conservation board district .hh‘!ptt‘d
the idea and approached the DNR
with a plan in which the state would
pay for the signs, while county con-
servation boards would administer
the project locally. The DNR agreed
to support such an effort on a imited
t-\pvrmwntdi basis for the 1986-87
hunting season with the possibility of
expanding the program in the future
if it was found to be effective.

Mahaska, Des Moines and Lee
County Conservation Boards volun-
teered to serve as test counties for the
experimental first year. Each county
was allotted 100 H'f‘d!hl'l'-;.‘l"i‘.'{‘l‘. ai:;;na'
which simply read:

HUNTING BY

PERMISSION
ONLY
TEL. #

Due to the number of absentee
landowners in rural lowa it was felt
that providing the telephone number
of the landowner would be the most
effective means by which the two
parties (landowner and hunter) could
get together.

In October 1986, each of the three
test counties sent out nput surveys
to landowners and hunters in their
respective counties. By sending out
surveys prior to distributing the signs
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the counties were able to gain some
valuable insight from both groups
regarding their experiences with tres-
passing, hunting access and other
related items. Among the hunter sur-
veys some important trends were
identified. First, an overwhelming 93
percent of those hunters responding
to the survey indicated they pre-
ferred to hunt on private property
rather than public property siting
satety, harvestable game numbers
and less competition with other
hunters as prime reasons. Another
notable point from the hunter sur-
veys was that 42 percent of those
responding indicated some degree of
difficulty in obtaining permission to
hunt on private land. The landowner
survey showed that liability and hav-
ing to deal with rude and careless
hunters were the two most common
reasons why landowners were less
willing to allow access to their land.

In addition to this information, the
surveys were used to identify land-
owners wishing to act as voluntary
participants in the test project by
posting their property with the signs
and agreeing to report the pros and
cons of the program at the end of the
hunting season. In all, signs were
distributed to 73 landowners in the
three counties — 20 in Mahaska, 29
in Des Moines and 24 in Lee County,
It was the responsibility of the I‘It'il'tl-fi—
pants to put the signs up. Posting the
signs did not automatically open the
land to hunting, nor did it mean that
a government agency had taken con-
trol of the land posted. It was the
right of the landowner to monitor his
property and to grant or deny access
as he always had done.

Once the hunting season was over,
the participating landowners and
randomly-selected hunters were re-
surveyed to get their impressions of
the pilot program. Local results were
tabulated and forwarded to the DNR
along with recommendations. The
DNR compiled a summary report of
the local data and used that informa-
tion to evaluate the effort. Among
landowner participants it was found
that 70 percent rated the program as
successful and indicated that it
should be continued and expanded.
Another 26 percent responded that
the program had been moderately
successful and should be expanded
with modifications. Only 4 percent of

the participating landowners deemed
the attempt unsuccessful. As for inci-
dents of trespass, 3 percent of the
landowners reported that trespassing
on their property had increased with
the posting of the signs, 45 percent
reported a decrease in the number of
trespasses, and 52 percent said the
rate of trespass remained about the
same as previous years.

50 what is next? The lowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, with the
help of the county conservation
board system, will expand the pro-
egram this fall to include Mahaska,
Des Moines, Lee, Jeferson, Manon,
Wapello, Wayne, Lucas, Cherokee,
Clay, Lyon, Monona, Plymouth, Sac,
Sioux and Woodbury Counties. It is
the goal of this project to implement
the program statewide by 1990.

Obwviously, posting of these SIEZNS
alone will not completely eliminate
t_T't'.“wI_"'d"ﬁ.‘w plul“‘lt‘Hh in our state. Public
awareness through education efforts
and continued enforcement of exist-
Ing trespass laws are necessary as
well. Yet, this is an attempt to meet
this problem head-on in a positive,
cost-effective manner. It offers three
specitic advantages:

) Participating landowners do so

on a voluntary basis

Participating landowners still

control their land and who uses

1t

3) Conscientious hunters have
intormation readily available
that can be used to ask permis-
S10N for access to private prop-
erty thus saving time and
reducing the likelihood of
misinformaton.

lo be fully successful an undertak-
ing of this type needs the cooperation
of conservation agencies, landown-
ers and hunters.

If you have comments or questions
regarding the program, please con-
tact Steve Dermand, lowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, Wallace
Building, Des Moines, lowa 50319-
0034. Let's all work together to make
lowa’s hunting seasons an enjoy-
able, safe and productive time for

everyone -

Hh -I'. f‘ﬁ”?f;';"l"w IS f;h' u'[.n'h"l. ![ll,-" Of ”El’
Mahaska County Conservation Board.
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CALENDAR

October 1987

12
19
26

Winter Birdieeding
T.AMk p.m

House Concen
Jim Kennedy
TN pom

Eden Valley Rendervous

and Music Festival

Il ians of lowa
2K pom

Fall Bicyele Ride
Cinder Path Trail

Full Moon Walk
130 pom

Trapper = Clinw

Hike Thowiehy Falliow
Mursh

Forest Cralts Festival

Caamois Flosat

Seedl Harvest
200 pan

Evienine Color Hike
B0 i

Camp EWALL Fall Workshop

Praoic Walk
LR R

Trapper Salety

Wiond lnnd MNature Hike
L3 pm

Urionid Metcor Watch
S} am

Haltorween Hike
T pm

Weather Folklone
2N pom

Halloween Hike

Hulloween Hike

Hulloveen Hike
ERLANRA

House Concen
Pralia Goldsiein
EALIE L

Cemetery Hike

AW po
October
T w
6 7
13 14
742 $n N
¥ 28

T
I
8
15
22
29

Palo Al County

Towan Lake Communiiy
Cullege

Emprieishuirg

(712) 837-4Rb6

Cluton Cininty
Eaple Poini
MNature Center
Chivton

1314 477202

Clintin Couniy
Eden Valley Retuge
Climien

(A1) RATTH2

Mahaika Couiniy
Russcll Wialdlire
Nature Center
(50 %) AT393%27

Clarke Counly
(515 L2

Flymouth Counry
Hillview Fark
{712) 9374370

Lsckson Cioumty
Spruce Creck Park
Hellevue
RILOE S et

Palcs Al Coniint y
1712y KAT -l

Lacey-Keosiugua
State Park

Vin Buoren Uodnty
1A19) 2035507

Jie knoyn Couni y
Maqueoketi Ryver
(A1 652-3 781

Story County
Doolittle Pradrie
Story Ciy
(515) 2322514

Polk: County
Yelloow Banks Pork
ISTSERE255T7

B himan County
(A1) 626G
Plymouth County
five Rudge Pracne
Hroserve

(T2 947425710

Meahoska Couniy

Russell Wildlife Matire

Lenter
151516719127

Camoll County
12024614

(';-1'::-”{'-:“11'.}
Svean Lake Siote Pask
(712 Ma2=ih1d
Clinton Cinanty

Eilen Valley Refupe
(AL 847-TH)2

Mahaska Counly
Rllu'ﬂ:” '“IIIHL‘“IIC
MNaturg Cenli
(5156734527

Flavuiltoin County
Hrue s Woods Purk
(515 RA2- 199
Wrght Eounty
Lk Coimelin Park
Clanon

1518V 53203 185

Palo Adin County

sy Isdamd-Husion Park

(T2 RAT Ry

Cloton County
I'..'i;__*lic Puni
MNature Center
(210} KeTLTHYD
Mahaskia County
Ris=cll Wildiile
Nilure Centér
ISISynTL0%27

F S
2 3
2 10
5L
23 24
30 31
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[ WAS A LATE OCTOBER

AFTERNOON. | HAD PULLED
the pickup off on the shoulder of the
road and was watching large num-
bers of mallards, along with numer-
ous other puddle ducks, dive into the
refuge. My thoughts were centered
on the wish that ducks would
respond to my decoys as well as they
do to hve watertowl

| was brought back to reality by a
low flying aircraft buzzing over the
PicC I-.lli* As | looked up, the P”Ul
waved and indicated that he was
going to land in a nearby hayheld. |
whecled the pickup around and
headed for the driveway ]t‘ddl!i}.’\ LO
the field. Frankie, my airplane-driv-

M)

ing triend, was just stepping out of
the cab as [ pulled up in the truck. He
stepped toward me, shook my hand
and asked, “How's duck hunting
been?” | explained that the past few
davys had been H1H'~.'~,, VETY |l|f.|t' move-
ment of waterfowl, and the ducks
that were here wouldn’t decoy

“Let’s go get some coftee. I've
O SOmMe ol d news for vou,” he
said

(n the wav to the house he
explained that he had just been tlying
up the Chariton River Valley and
about three miles southeast was a
small bavou loaded with ducks. It
was apparent to Frankie that this
place had not been hunted and
would be a pushover for some go« T8
duck hunting. It was too close to
sundown to go after them that day,
so he gave me directions on how to
find the place, downed the rest of his
coffee and said he wanted to get
home before dark. On the way back
to the havfield we talked about his
coming back later in the week and
hunting the bayou

[hat night I decided I would locate
the bayou tomorrow and talk to the
landowner about permission to hunt
there later on. | would then wait a
couple of days and if Frankie didn't
show, | would hunt it alone. I went to
bed that mght wondering how this
plm ¢ had been overlooked by hunt-
ers, but | did remember that Frank
said it was located well away from
any roads or farmsteads.

It seemed as though | had been in
bed a short time when | was awak-
ened by an intermittent pounding on
the door and nnging of the bell. Pull-
g on my pants, | looked at the
alarm clock. It was 4:15 a.m. Bare-
footed, | stumbled down the hall
wondering who needed help. The
road was drv, so nobody should be
stuck. Well, I would find out soon
enough. I thpped on the porch light
and saw my hunting companions
Bruce and Ray. They were dressed in
hunting clothes. Each was also wear-
Ing an apologetic grin.

| invited them in and they asked i
| would like to o with them to hunt
the bavou, that they didn’t know
where it was located and that | did.
[he secret of the duck-filled bavou
had obviously been too N d to ;\l'l'F"‘
Frankie told Rayv and Ray told Bruce.
| iked their idea, but | hadn’t
attempted to find and talk to the
landowner and had only a vague
idea about the location of the bavou. |
also had not had any breaktast. They
assured me that there was plenty ol
time and that they hadn’t eaten
either. With that, | dressed, :._‘_I'dt‘-["t'd
my hunting gear and we headed to
town for breaktast.

\fter a big breakfast we picked up
sack lunches and took oft in the gen-
eral direction of where | thought the
bavou would be. When we got close,
| pointed to a farm driveway and told
H.]"-.' Lo }MII K Illt' CaAr We « Ulthf SEC d
farmer standing in the doorwav of a
dimly lit barn, waiting tor a hall
dozen Holsteins to be driven through
a gate by a boy and a non-descript
dog

I recognized the farmer and
explained the situation to him He
said he had such a bayou on his
place, but had not been to that part of
the farm for several weeks and did
not know if ducks were using it. The
farmer was not a hunter himself and
said that we were welcome to hunt
there. He said that he had a tew head
of stock cows in the pasture around
the bavou, but there would likely be
no conflict between us and his stock.

[he sun was just visible over the
eastern horizon as we took off on toot
for the bayou. Along with our guns,
shells and lunches, we were carrying
two gunny sacks full of decoys. As
we got close we could see small
bunches of ducks sailing into a place




not visible because of the ndge
between us and the river bottom. We
carefully approached the ridge and
looked over the edge, exposing only
the tops of our heads.

[ was not quite ready for what I
saw. That bayou was about the size of
a football field and was solhid ducks
from end to end. We dropped back
out of sight and immediately got into
an argument about what course of
action to take. It appeared that we
had two choices — sneak and shoot,
or spook them off and shoot them as
they returned. Bruce settled the
question by announcing he was
going to walk down to the bayou,
spook the birds, conceal himself in
some sort of blind and hope that his
ammunition held out.

As we walked over the ndge, the
whole pond exploded — mallards,
blue-wings, green-wings, pintails,
shovellers and wood ducks. We
stood on the bank looking at the
pond when Ray said, “Bruce, your
idea was great, but where are we
going to hide?”

Ray’s question was valid. The pas-
ture was over-grazed right down to
the waterline. There was no vegeta-
tion over an inch high, except for a
small clump of scrubby box elder at
the north end, with a six-foot browse
line; not one thing to build a blind
with. Besides the box elders, the only

other thing extending above the
ground line was a small, wooden,
unpainted shed on the southeast
side, about 15 feet from the bank.
The low side of the shed faced the
bayou and had about a three-foot by
three-foot opening. The back side
had a door on rusty hinges. Ray
allowed that the shed would make a
perfect blind. The door had not been
opened for some time. After kicking
away about three inches of dirt from
in front of the door, we opened it and
walked in. The shed had not been
used recently, but it was obvious by
looking at the dirt floor that the last
occupants had been sheep. By press-
ing our ftaces close to the siding
boards and looking through the
cracks, we could gl a pretty ;L;UUL{
view of the pond.

[t would be perfect. The plan was
set. When ducks had settled on the
pond within range, a signal would be
given. Ray and Bruce would exit the
shed by crawling through the low
opening at the front, while | would
go out the door in back, run around
the shed and do my shooting,

After putting out the decoys we
took up our vigil in the shed. We
didn’t have long to wait. The birds
started to return in twos, threes and
small bunches. Within ten minutes
approximately 25 ducks were resting
on the ;*-nnd, ten in good range.

Ray, peeking through a knothole,
gave the signal and we made our
move. As | went through the back

door and started around the shed |
could hear the wing beats as the
ducks spooked. I stood beside the
shed waiting for the volley from
Bruce and Ray. I was going to shoot
at any stragglers or birds swinging
around the end. But | heard nothing
except the alarmed ducks and some
of the derndest cussing imaginable. |
momentarily forgot the ducks and
looked around the front corner to see
what had happened. Ray and Bruce
were haltway through the opening,
side by side and stuck fast. There
they were pushing and shoving,
their wheels spinning, like two pigs
trying to go through the same hole in
the fence. They were in no position
to shoot. I was too amused to shoot.
And the ducks escaped without a
shot fired.

Bruce and Ray freed themselves
and we immediately changed our
plan of attack — if we got another
chance. Ray would crawl out the
front, Bruce would exit through the
rear door and | would follow either
Ray or Bruce, wherever | thought my
chances were best.

Well, we had more chances...many
of them. By early afternoon we had
our limit. And along with our limit,
we had a great time — lots of fun and
one of the most memorable duck
hunts any of us would ever have.

Bill Aspelmeier is a wildlife biologist. He
has been with the department since 1950).




00k, Line and Sinker

They Do More
Than Catch Fish

By Martin Konrad

ACH TIME ANGLERS PUR-

CHASE FISHING ITEMS, THEY
are investing in sportfishing. This
was made possible in 1950 when
Congress passed the Dingell-Johnson
Act (D-]) which authonzed a federal
excise tax on fishing rods, reels,
artificial lures, baits and fhies. Money
accrued from these tackle items could
only be spent by state fish and wild-
life agencies for the purpose of pro-
viding anglers with more and better
sportfishing opportunities.

In the early 1980's money appor-
tioned to lowa from this tax averaged
$500,000. This money was spent for
the maintenance of public fishing
areas, fisheries research, trout stream
acquisition and lake winter aeration.
But since its passage, the Act has
become obsolete because it did not
make provisions to tax new tackle
dey l'li’l["l'd since 1950 such as mono-
filament line, fish finders and electric
trolling motors. Also, imported
tackle did not have an import duty.
And the tax on marine fuel, which
anglers were paying, was not being
allocated for their benefits.

Recognizing that these inequities
existed, a push was made in the early
1980's by private industries and orga-
nizations and by state and federal
agencies to amend the D-J Act.

Need for amendment resulted
from the tremendous increase in
anglhng demand nationwide and
state agencies” inability to keep pace
with the demand. During a six-year
period in lowa alone activity
increased 24 percent to nearly 13 mil-
lion angling days annually. This
increase put greater pressures on
the lowa fish and wildlife division’s
budget to maintain and improve
existing fishing areas, to create new

fishing lakes, incorporate fisheries
management techniques that

create and maintain quality fishing
and improve hatchery facilities to etti-
cientlv culture fish needed for stock-
INg PUrposes

AJOR EFFORTS FROM THE

FEDERAL LEVEL TO AMEND
the D-] Act came from Senator Wal-
lop (Wyoming) and Representative
Breaux (Louisiana). In 1984, after sev-
eral years of intense lobbying, Con-
gress passed legislation to amend the
D-] Act. In a nutshell, this new legis-
lation known as Wallop-Breaux,
extended the excise tax to iishing
equipment not previously taxed,
initiated import duties on pleasure
craft and fishing equipment and
made it possible to receive a percent-
age of the revenues accrued from the
sale of motorboat fuels. To the State
of lowa this meant a jump from the
$500,000 previously received annu-
ally to more than $2 million for fed-
eral fiscal year 1987. This magnum
increase will become very instrumen-
tal in creating angling opportunities
to meet the growing demands of
l[owa anglers.

To meet anglers” demand, the lowa
Department of Natural Resources’
personnel have been actively plan-
ning projects. The most aggressive
and exciting is the acquisition of four
sites to construct and develop public
fishing lakes. These sites are located
in Fremont, Dubuque, Plymouth and
Scott Counties and were chosen
because they are near highly
populated areas that lack a quality
fishing lake. Each site was carefully
selected according to physical land
characteristics important in making
excellent fishing lakes.
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Feasibility studies have been con-
ducted and three of the proposed
sites have basins that will hold water
and have soils suitable for dam con-
struction. The Scott County site has
recently been selected and is cur-
rently undergoing a feasibility study.
Although this is an aggressive proj-
ect, land acquisition is a slow process
and angler benefits will not be readily
realized in the near future.

The construction of fish cleaning
facilities, fishing jetties and piers are
other projects where anglers will vis-
ibly see their dollars at work.

O IMPROVE SHORELINE

ANGLING, THE IOWA DNR
plans to construct 193 fishing jetties
or piers on 66 public lakes. These
structures can be expected to
improve fishing by increasing
shoreline length and allowing
anglers access to deep water during
months when fish seek deep water.
Jetties and piers will be located in
easy-to-reach areas for physically-
impaired people and nearly 25 per-
cent will be designed to benefit
people confined to wheelchairs. Thus
tar, jetties have been built on Green
Valley Lake, Morman Trail and Lake
Cornelia. This year and next, piers or
jetties will be built on Lake Icana,
Spint Lake, Big Creek and Crystal
Lake.

Presently, anglers who wish to
field dress their catch are limited to
boat docks and picnicking areas.
These areas commonly become
unsightly with an obnoxious odor. To
rid this problem and provide conve-
nience to anglers, the DNR plans to
build fish cleaning facilities. Each
facility will be sheltered and designed
with electricity, running water, a dis-
posal system and platform for easy
cleaning. An information center will
accompany each facility to benefit
anglers and boaters. The first facili-
ties will be constructed at Lake Mac-
bride, Spirit Lake and Big Creek
Lake.

10 meet the growing demands of
trout anglers, the DNR has plans to
renovate the Decorah Trout Hatchery.
Modern hatchery technology will be
used to enhance water quality by
increasing dissolved oxygen concen-
trations, lowering nitrogen saturation
levels and decreasing sediment load-

Ken Formanek

ing. The raceways and rearing pond
systems will be completely recon-
structed plus a combination trout
food storage, workshop and equip-
ment storage facility will be con-
structed to improve operation
etficiency.

Other projects planned for the
future are construction of fishing rif-
fles in streams, silt retention dikes
and fish barriers on lakes, water qual-

ity improvement at Rathbun Fish
Hatchery and the construction and
development of Beaver Lake in Dal-
las County.

Martin Konrad 1s a fisheries specialist
located in Des Momes. He holds a B. S.
degree n fisheries and wildlife biology
from lowa State Unitversity. He has been
with the department since 1977.
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How To Catch A Fee

SCHOOL OF FISH 1S FEEDING

AND YOU'RE THERE. IT JUST
doesn’t get any better than that! The
feeding instinct in fish is a basic con-
cept which every angler needs to
understand and meld into their sub-
conscious. This knowledge can cer-
tainly improve angling success.

Trout an},lvra have been devel-
oping and using this method for
many years, at least as far back as
Izaak Walton! They call it “matching
the hatch.” Anglers look to see which
particular insect is emerging from the
stream each day, then tie on a “fly”
which closely resembles the real
thing. Of course, feeding trout
eagerly await new food and when
they recognize a familiar morsel,
their instincts take over. And wow!
You have a fish on.

But you might ask, what is so com-
plicated about this feeding thing any-
way? It is just the old }‘1rodatnr-p|ev
relationship in practice, isn't it? The
larger fish eat the smaller ones and so
forth down the food chain. If it were
only that straightforward, angling
would be a sure thing and catching
fish would lose its alluring charm.
The search, discovery and use of
newfound information is as much a
part of angling as your rod and reel.
Here is some basic information to
build on.

Bluegill are caught and enjoyed by
thousands of anglers each year, but
how can knowledge of their feeding
habits help us catch more of them?
We know that their mouths are small;
it would be difficult to stick the tip of
your little finger into their mouth.
Therefore, the size of their mouths
restricts them to relatively small food
items. In a lake or pond, bluegills
depend on macroscopic zooplankton
(the size of a pin head), insect larvae
(one half inch), immature insects (up
to one inch) and worms (up to two
inches). To really get the feel for how
a bluegill feeds, imagine a school of

Don Kline

By Don Kline

bluegill feeding at the edge of a weed
bed. Some are selecting insects as
they work their way among the plant
stalks. Some are feasting on tiny
organisms, as the zooplankton rise
from the bottom on their evening
journey to the surface. Some are
tipped up on on their noses waiting,
intently for a worm to venture out of
its burrow. Although they are near-
sighted and restricted to a few feet of
clear vision, their eyes are constantly
alert for any movement. Of course,
muddy water makes their search for
food a real dilemma and they will
find your bait only by chance. Blue-
gill tackle includes a very small hook
and a tiny piece of bail hooked below
a bobber the size of a dime. No sinker
is needed. Fish in shallow water near
weeds, stumps or fallen trees.

Crappie, known as “Paper Mouth”
because of the thin membranes
which surrounds their surprisingly
large mouth, have become one the
most sought - after fish in lowa. The
popularity of this delicious panfish
continues to grow each spring as
they make their annual spawning
migration into the shallow water of
many lowa lakes. Later in the year
you find them among submerged
timber or off shore suspended above
deep points, where their unique sil-
ver and black-flecked coloring pro-
vides ideal camouflage. Schools of
crappies roam the lake hoping to sur-
prise a school of smaller bait fish and
rush in for a meal. Anglers have

ding Fish

taken note of the crappies” addiction
to minnows and use live and/or artifi-
cial baits which imitate the real thing.
The familiar “crappie minnow,” one
to two inches in length, has become a
standard at bait shops, and the
brightly colored leadhead jig assort-
ments rival even the largemouth bass
plug displays.

Largemouth bass, a close relative
of both the bluegill and crappie, pos-
sess one of the biggest mouths in the
fish family. “Bucket Mouth” 1s
another name which aptly describes
their food-gathering potential! These
fish seem to enjoy their reputation
for lure mauling and tackle busting,
because a fast searing strike is one of
their favorite tactics. Of course, these
moves get them into a lot of trouble
when there are some crafty anglers
around. Many bass lures imitate a
lone bait fish, and if you can present
it to a bass in a way that makes it
appear injured and struggling, you'll
have the makings of a tournament-
grade bass angler.
~ Bass will also hunt along the out-
line of weedbeds and other structures,
ever alert for the presence of suitable
food (crayfish, smaller fish, worms,
snakes, frogs, etc.), then stealthily
approach the unsuspecting prey and
literally inhale them by sucking water
in through their large mouth and out
through their gills. The prey ends up
in the stomach and the bass con-
tinues its unassuming search. It takes
a real touch to determine when a
bass has sucked up your bait, but
once the touch is mastered, you're in
for some exciting action.

Becoming familiar with how, when
and where fish feed will pay big divi-
dends to your angling success.

Don Kline is a fisheries biologist. He has a
B.S. degree in fisheries and wildlife biol-
ogy from lowa State University and has
been with the department since 1967 .




By Lowell Washburn

INCE ITS MEAGER BEGIN-

NINGS DURING THE DARK
days of the 1930’s, Ducks Unlimited
(DU) has not only withstood the test
of time but has emerged as the
world’s most powerful conservation
organization.

Being somewhat of a chronic nos-
talgia buft, I have often regretted
missing what are commonly referred
to as the “Good Old Days.”

There is one exception, however,
and the decade of the 193()'s is cer-
tainly one period of time that I'm glad
not to have gotten mixed up with.
Most of us weren’t around then, but
the history books and old timers alike
give the ‘30's universally bad
reviews.

Following the catastrophic crash of
Wall Street, the nation had plunged
into the deepest economic depres-
sion in history. Overall, hard times
were further intensified by a relent-
less period of drought that set the
stage for the now famous Dust Bowl

era. Cropland turned to wasteland.
And as the awesome devastation of
the “Dirty 30's” spread, desperate
families gathered their meager pos-
sessions and fled in search of a better
tomorrow.

But for much of America’s wildlife
treasure, it appeared as if there might
be no tomorrow. The prolonged
drought had been particularly brutal
to migratory waterfowl, and
authorities of the day predicted that,
at least for some species, extinction
was eminent. Federal government,
understandably preoccupied with
preserving the Union, gave little
thought to preserving ducks and
geese. Continental waterfowl popu-
lations soon reached an all-time low.
With no relief in sight, their numbers
continued to p]umrm'l.

Necessity is credited with being
the mother of invention, and it was
during this darkest hour that a small
but profoundly dedicated group of
hunters set out to save what was left
of the waterfowl resource. When

Ducks Unlimited was incorporated in
1937, its founders made no bones
over what they perceived as their
single purpose — “to raise funds for
developing, preserving, restoring
and maintaining waterfowl habitat
on the North American continent.”

Initial surveys had revealed that a
full 70 percent of America’s ducks
and geese onginated north of U.S.
borders, and so it was determined
that that was where the habitat work
should occur. The odds against suc-
cess were overwhelming. But in spite
of the tremendously negative eco-
nomic climate, 6,270 fledgling sup-
porters raised a total of $90,000
during 1938. With its first accom-
plishment squarely under its belt,

DU marched forward and never
looked back.

Today, DU has generated more
than $337 million for wetland conser-
vation. As the organization celebrates
its 50th anniversary, it can indeed
take pride in a remarkable string of
achievements. Not only has DU
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withstood the test of time, but has
emerged as the world’s most power-
ful private conservation organization
— a corporate giant whose common
ground unites volunteers from the
Canadian parklands to the steaming
rain forests of Honduras. Current
membership stands at 600,000 in the
U.S. alone, and DU now operates
under a budget that exceeds $1 mil-
lion per week.

Much of this success may be
accredited to the fact that DU has
never wavered from its singleness-of-
purpose philosophy. Its motto could
well read, “Habitat is our only busi-
ness.” To date, DU has completed
over 3,000 wetland projects that
encompass some four million acres of
habitat, mostly in Canada. Ducks
Unlimited de Mexico has protected
over 400,000 acres of south-of-the-
border wintering habitat which may
hold up to 40 million ducks and
geese during peak periods. Volun-
teers have also installed a total of
5,650 nesting boxes for wild muscovy
and black-bellied whistling tree
ducks around Yucatan and
Honduras.

In 1984, DU began to divert a por-
tion of its funding base into habitat
projects within the U.S. Appropri-
ately called the MARSH (Matching
Aid to Restore State Habitat) pro-

T ~

1_4’*_ "'". .'

gram, this agreement calls for 7.5
percent of DU’s grass roots monies to
be returned to the state where it was
generated. These dollars are then
cost-shared on a three-to-one basis
with state conservation agencies such
as the DNR. DU MARSH raises
around $85,000 annually in Iowa
which, with the cost share, provides
about $100,000 per year for habitat
work here at home. lowa’s first
MARSH project, the 142-acre DU
Marsh located near Ruthven in Clay
County, was dedicated in October
1985.

The largest percentage of Ducks
Unlimited’s income is derived
through special events. The most
familiar of these is the DU banquet
where participants actively compete
for the purchase of raffle items, gold-
inlaid commemorative shotguns,
carvings, paintings and other wildlife
art objects.

Although successful fund raising is
certainly a critical component of the
DU story, making those bucks work
for the ducks is what administration
calls the “corporate bottom line.”
And a good share of what makes the
machinery work so well can be
summed up in a single word — effi-
ciency. According to independent
audits, nearly 83 percent of each dol-
lar raised by Ducks Unlimited is
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applied directly to habitat projects.

In lowa, there are currently
around 24,000 active DU members
representing 128 chapters, 16 of
which are women'’s chapters. lowa
ranks seventh in the nation for total
contributions. During 1986, there
were 165 events held in the state,
generating a total of $1,231,000. Over
3,000 of lowa’s young people are
enrolled in the DU Greenwing pro-
gram which educates future water-
fowl enthusiasts on the importance
of wetland conservation. Around 30
Greenwing field days are held in the
state each year.

Ducks Unlimited recorded its first
million dollar year in 1966. During
1986, it generated a record smashing
$59 million. For 1987, DU has a
targeted goal of $66.7 million, and as
the fall banquet season commences,
the organization is on track to achiev-
ing that sum.

We at the lowa CONSERVATIONIST
join the rest of the lowa Department
of Natural Resources in saluting
Ducks Unlimited for a job well done.
May DU’s next 50 years be as produc-
tive as its first.

- —

Lowell Washburn is an information spe-
cialist located at Clear Lake. He has been
with the department since 1984.
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A Holiday of Gifts

To make your holiday shopping easier this year, the lowa Depart- e
ment of Natural Resources is offering the above items for
wildlife and outdoor enthusiasts. To order, fill out the attached order
form blank, enclose appropriate remittance and mail to:
lowa Department of Natural Resources

Wallace State Office Building N
Des Moines, IA 50319-0034 8
Order early. Some quantities are limited. Additional order forms \ddreg

may be requested from the above address.
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A Holiday of Gifts

Quantity Cost
OVERLOOKED BACKYARD BIRDS Make tax de

ductible donation of $5 or more 1o the Chickadee Checkofi

to be used to support nongame wildhie

1987 Nongame Support Certificate — River ofter: image

ST x T¥ 5000 limited edition numbered: available until
March 31, |988: %5 —
1988 Jowa CONSERVATIONIST Calendar (1987

shown) | 2-month, full-color photos of lowa's native wild-
life and colorful outdoors: $2

lowa Fish and Fishing 1987 edinion; James Mayhew,
Editor; 323 pages, color plates by Maynard Reece; hard
bound; $15

The Ring-necked Pheasant In lowa Allen L. Famis.
editor; 147 pages: color photos: hard bound; $5

Waterfowl In lowa Jack W. Musgrove, editor; 130
pages; color plates by Maynard Reece; hard bound; $3

lowa CONSERVATIONIST 1 2 1s5ues per year: one-year
subscription, $6; threc-year subscniption, 512 Ginclude
addressies) of subscr 1phion reCipicatl s ) on scparalc sheet)

1988 State Park User Annual Permit (1957 shown)
%550

1987 Stamps (shown)
Waterfowl (Duck) Stamp — %5
Habuat Stamp — $3
Trout Stamp — $K
Complete Set — 5§16
{also available at county recorders and sports shops)

1988 Stamps
Waterfow! (Duck) Stamp — %5
Habitat Stamp — $3
Trout Stamp — $% -
Complete Set $16 ———
(also available at county recorders and sports shops)

1987 Licenses
Resident Hunting — $8.50
Resident Fishing — $X 50
Resident Combination 515.50
Resident Fur Harvester under 16 — $2.50
Resident Fur Harvester 16 and older — %15.50
(Due to personal information required, please buy
licenses from local county recorders or sports shops. |

you check here, we'll send you a special envelope to use
in giving a license, _ |

Suggested Packages:

Name iy
Address -
Sy == o - -

Phone

The Complete Hunter Receive item numbers 3, 5.
6. 7 (one year) and 9 ( 1988 Waterfow! and Habitat Stamps)
524

The Complete Angler Receive item numbers 3. 4, 7
(one year), 8B and 9 (1988 Trout Stamp) 36 50

5

The Outdoor Enthusiast Receive item numbers 1, 2. 3

7 {one year) and 8 — $23.50

Total Cost

(Please Print)

__State ______Zip Code
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limestone beds. Some of the beds are
eroded away but the more resistant
beds form the overhang of the 10-foot
waterfall.

Another geologic feature of the
area is the fractured limestone or
Karst topography. The cracks or frac-
tures in the limestone bedrock give
rise to water infiltration. The water,
charged with tannic acids from
decaying vegetation, dissolves the
calcium carbonate that makes up
limestone. Over time, the cracks
enlarge to form caverns. In places,
portions of the cave ceiling may col-
lapse creating sinkholes on the sur-
face. Sinkholes provide a drainage
basin for excess water but in doing
s0, they allow access to groundwater
sources and provide a direct route for
surface contaminants such as pes-
ticides and fertilizers which can pol-
lute drinking water and require new
deeper wells to provide safe water.

lorful sandstone found in Pikes Peak State Park and the
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PIKES PEAK

GEOLOGY

Pikes Peak State Park, “the Peak”
as the locals call it, encompasses 960
acres of steep hills and valleys in
northeast lowa, along the Mississippi
River bluffs just south of McGregor.

Pikes Peak hes in northeast lowa’s
Paleozoic Plateau, a region which
escaped the more recent glaciations
which flattened and molded much of
the state. The term “Paleozoic
Plateau” is dernived from the
Paleozoic rock which influences the
landscape. The bedrock has been
lifted, tilted in a northeast /southwest
direction, and exposed to weathering
longer than in any other part of the
state. Although the plateau was not
directly LUﬂt:’lLtE‘L‘] by the Pleistocene
glaciers, it nevertheless was greatly
influenced by their existence. That
great influence manifested itself in
the form of the Mississippi River.
Carrying huge loads of melt water,
sand, gravel and silt, the great river
scoured out a valley that, at times
was as much as 150 feet lower than
its present 485 feet below the main
overlook at the Peak.

Northeast lowa 1s a geologist’s
dream. Nowhere else in the state can
the succession of geologic events
leading to the present be more easily
viewed than along the valleys, bluffs
and road cuts of northeast lowa.
PPikes Peak is an area particularly rich
with the rock exposures. The oldest
rock unit exposed in the park is the
Jordan sandstone, over 500 million
years old. The most famous is the St.
Peter sandstone. The St. Peters sand-
stone is a richly colored formation
with variations of red, orange and
purple sands coarsing through a
mostly buff-colored matrix. Many
people make the hike down the steep
and narrow trail of the park just to
see the colors of Sand Cave — a good
example of St. Peter’s sandstone.

The colored sands are a source of
material for an art form known as
sand painting. Local artists pack the

sand into glass containers and using
the different colors ‘paint’ pictures of
a variety of subjects on the inner
sides of the container. The detail
obtained in these creations is hard to
imagine. Examples of this art can be
seen in McGregor at the historical
museum. Collecting sand 1s not per-
mitted in the park.

On the way to Sand Cave visitors
pass underneath Bridal Veil Falls, a
feature that also owes its existence to
the area’s geology. As the water
courses down the little valley
towards Sand Cave and the Missis-
sippi, it encounters a variety of sub-
strates. Some erode more easily than
others. The rock units of the Decorah
formation present a substrate that is
relatively impermeable to ground
water percolation, giving rise to
seeps along the trail. Below the
Decorah formation is the Platteville
formation which consists of irregular

A-n I Owa Gem By Jim Farnsworth

limestone beds. Some of the beds are
eroded away but the more resistant
beds form the overhang of the 10-foot
waterfall.

Another geologic feature of the
area is the fractured limestone or
Karst topography. The cracks or frac-
tures in the limestone bedrock give
rise to water infiltration. The water,
charged with tannic acids from
decaying vegetation, dissolves the
calcium carbonate that makes up
limestone. Over time, the cracks
enlarge to form caverns. In places,
portions of the cave ceiling may col-
lapse creating sinkholes on the sur-
face. Sinkholes provide a drainage
basin for excess water but in doing
so, they allow access to groundwater
sources and provide a direct route for
surface contaminants such as pes-
ticides and fertilizers which can pol-
lute drinking water and require new
deeper wells to provide safe water.

An example of the colorful sandstone found in Pikes Peak State Park and the
surrounding area.

Ken Formanek
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SpPe tacular view o] the
| ;»‘""."\!—"".'T-J;If"';J-! River valley
and beautiful geological
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HISTORY

Pikes Peak is rnich in the history of
mankind as well as geologic history.
Native Americans long inhabited the
land. Members of the Woodland Cul-
ture (Y00-1200 A.D.) constructed
mounds of earth for ceremonial pur-
poses to show then .ll‘r]‘trr;‘a.'iltlinn for
the lands” abundance. Some of these
mounds are simple conical mounds
while others are in the shape of birds,
bears or other creatures. These are
called effigy mounds. The mounds at
the park are, for the most part, acces-
sible only on the foot trails winding
through the park’s hills and valleys.
However, several conical mounds
and a bear eftigy are located in the
picnic area. For a better understand-
ing of the mounds and their impor-
tance, one should visit Effigy
Mounds National monument just
seven miles north of the Peak on
lowa Highway 76.

I'he first Europeans known to view
the park area were Marquette and
Joliet. Canoeing down the Wisconsin
River, they came to its contluence
with the Mississippi just below Pikes
Peak on a June day in 1673. Early
explorers, trappers settlers and
Native Amenicans used the river as a

“highway” of transportation and
cCOmMmMerce

In 1806, Zebulon Pike, looking for
sites for military posts, chose the
Peak because it offered a command-
ing view of the valley. But the logisti-
cal problems of getting men and
supplies up the bluft caused the mili-
tary post, Fort Crawford, to ulti-
mately be situated in Prairie du
Chien, Wisconsin.

In 1837, Alexander McGregor pur-
chased a portion of the Giard Tract
from the heirs of Basil Giard who
held an onginal land grant from
Spain. McGregor established a terry
from Praine du Chien to the west
bank of the Mississippi. The ferry
flounshed as well as “Mc( ;I'i'_'.:*-."!' 5
Landing.” It was a natural avenue up
the narrow coulee to the ever-
expanding western frontier
McGregor’s Landing soon became
McGregor, one of the busiest towns
west of Chicago. As the west
expanded, so did McGregor. Saw-
mills, grain terminals, wagon mak-
ers, hotels, rail yards, nver ports, 1ce
companies and firewood operations
tor the trains and river boats all
appeared. All this was crammed into
the two narrow coulees of Mc( regor
and North McGregor, now
Marquette

'hrough all the expansion, small
portions of the area were saved from
development. They were reserved
for picnic and hiking grounds. In
1928, the Munns, descendants of
Alexander McGregor, gave Point
Ann and Pikes Peak, the hiking and
picnic areas, along with other hold-
INgS around McGregor, to the federal
government, They were to be used
for parks and no fees were to be
charged to enter them. In 1935, the
federal government gave these lands
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to the State of lowa and they were
incorporated into lowa’s tledgling
state park system.

Development of the parks took
place under the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps. The shelter and restroom
at Pikes Peak were completed in
1937, along with a trail system at
Pikes Peak and Point Ann.

In the mid-sixties land was pur-
chased to connect the two parcels of
land, Point Ann lying northern most
on the south edge of McGregor and
Pikes Peak about a mile further down
stream. Foot trails were constructed
along the contour to connect the two
areas.

For several years major develop-
ment at ’ikes Peak came to a stand-
still only to regain momentum in the
recent years. In 1985 the parking lot
and the sidewalk system were
remodeled and the camp area roads
were resurfaced. Scheduled in 1988
and funded by lottery monies are
plans for a new shower and restroom
for the camp area and a new modern
restroom at the picnic area. Also
scheduled are a continuation of the

sidewalk system, two overlook struc-
tures and the badly needed recon-
struction of the Sand Cave/Pictured
Rocks trail system.

Currently, Pikes Peak offers a rich
historical background, a spectacular
view of the Mississippi River valley,
scenic picnicking, a campground with
a shower and restroom, an enclosed
shelter with fireplace and a park store
offering snacks and souvenirs.
Because of the stipulations attached
to the original acquisition of the park
lands, Pikes Peak visitors are not
required to have a state park user
permit.

Reading about Pikes Peak is one
thing, but experiencing the area is
another. You've got to stand on the
bluft at Pikes Peak and look down on
the Father of Waters to get the full
impact of the lowa gem.

fim Farnsworth is the park ranger at
Pikes Peak State Park. He holds a B.S.
degree in fisheries and wildlife biology
from lowa State University and has been
with the department since 1972.
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Pikes Peak visitors walking the Sand
Cave Trail pass undermeath Bridal
Veil Falls, a feature that owes itself
to the area’s geology.
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