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Mild was the word for the winter
of '86-"87 and wild could be the
word for fishing this spring and
summer.

I'he notorious “fall” of 86 lasted
from September to April and as a
result no evidence of winter kill
was found in lowa’s lakes, ponds
and streams. On top of that, fish-
ing conditions were not good in the
spring of 1986 leading to a rela-
tively low harvest.

All of this could mean more fish
for you this vear. To help you get
off to a good start, DNR fisheries
biologists have formulated the fol-
lowing forecast to give Conser-
vationist readers the t'd}._',t‘ In
tast-action fishing.

Crappie

Crappie are one of the most
sought-after and popular fish in
southwest lowa. Good fishing for
this pantish is expected on many of
our lakes, although Big Creek, Icana
and Viking should be three of the
best. These popular lakes are always
dependable, and g od quantities of
fat crappies should be taken there

i“
111
] LI.I..

Fish close to shore in spring and early
summer, especially around sub- |
merged sticks, rocks or tree stumps
Move to deeper water as the season
progresses and the water warms. Try
pl'ult'm ted coves, the tace of the dam,
or marked hshing reets, Weather and
runoff play an important role in
spring crappie fishing. Fishing is best
when water temperatures climb
steadily and passing cold fronts don't
send fish back to tll‘l‘l"t'l water. Wet
springs often cause muddy water
and poor hishing. Best baits are small
leadhead pgs and hive mmnows
Other good crappie lakes in south-
west lowa include: Don Williams,
Hickory Grove, Iwelve Mile, Nine
I d;;h“», ['haver and Meadow. These
lakes contain Crappies that range In
size from 8 to 10 inches. Several lakes
including Meadow and Nine Eagles
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also have a few larger fish up to 13

be had at that ime in late Mav when

limit on bass. Last summer’s SUrvey

i inches. Small lakes like Meadow and bluegill are on spawning beds. Fish with the shocking boat showed hall
I'hayer tend to have earlier and the plate-sized nests with a small the bass sampled were greater than
shorter periods when crappie fishing piece of worm and bobber or small this length limt. If you want to fish

i 1s red hot. Anita had one of its better spinners, jigs or beatle spins. After the best catch and release, and proba-
crappie catches in 1986 following sev- bluegill leave the nests, yvou must bly one of the best bass lakes in the
eral slow years because of a large follow to deeper water where drift state, try Green Valley. We also have
1984 year class. | look for this year to fishing in a boat works best. Drift several lakes that are new or re cently
be as good or better because many with the wind and suspend small renovated that have good popula-

- 1984 fish are still in the lake and a artificial lures or live bait down 10 tions of smaller bass up to 16 inches
good 1985 year class was produced. to 12 teet. Fishing the edges of weed lwelve Mile, Little River, West Lake
Anglers at Anita had excellent suc- beds in early morning or evening Osceola, Ahquabi, Rock Creek,

1 cess on crappie last spring just as the with small jigs or a fly rod and pop- Prairie Rose and Badger Creek are

ice was going off of the lake by fish-
ing the edges of ice especially around
boat docks

['he two big flood control reser-
voirs in the distnct could have good
fishing tor slab crappies if water con-
ditions are I'I;;h! Savlorville and Red
Rock i"*l'tnilh't' 2 O0 'u.i.i.'.ih' hes when
high, clear water is held in the reser-
voir and poor catches occur when
they remain low and turbid. Fish
stickups or the dam face for good
results.

Bluegill

'he outlook for bluegill fishing in
the distnict looks better than usual
this vear because of the addition of
three new lakes. Twelve Mile, Little
HH T f.lnti "1.'\1_'*-1 | ¢IL.1' (s 1_'U|¢l ]hl\t}
experienced very rapid growth in
newly stocked bluegills. There are
lots ot 7- to 9-inch hsh in these three
lakes, In a vear or two, pulllldt*r‘a will
be taken frequently. This vear, how-
ever, the fish are typical of many of
our older bluegill lakes. Other good
lakes include big Creek, Icania, Anita,
Walnut Creek Marsh, Viking, Green-
field, Meadow and Hickory Grove.
All of these lakes have many 6- to
8-inch fish with occasional 9-inchers.
I'his year, Hickory Grove should pro-
duce hish larger than normal. Surv eys
show a decline in bluegill numbers
there has resulted in a larger sized
fish than in past years.

lactics for catching bluegill change
as the season progresses., Immedi-
ately following ice-out, they can be
caught with methods similar to ice
fishing. Small lures tipped with live
bait work well. Excellent fishing can

pers works well also

Bass

All of the lakes and ponds in the
region have largemouth bass popula-
tons and any of the older lakes have
the potential to produce a trophy
bass for the patient angler. Anita,
NIine [_d}:lt‘k, Hickory Grove, \'Iklrl}:,
lcana, Green Valley and Manawa all
have good-sized bass up to eight
pounds. Green Valley i1s unusual for
lowa in that it has an 18-inch length

cood lakes to fish if you prefer to

catch a lot of bass rather than a few
lunkers. Two final lakes produce

good bass fishing at times, but tend
to be too muddy for good fishing
many vears. Three Fires and Saylor-
ville both have good bass produc-
tions, but frequently suffer from
turbid water.

Walleye

Currently, we have two good wall-
eve lakes within the district and two




more on the way. Big Creek and
lcaria both have walleye up to nine
pounds, but the most frequently
caught fish are one to two pounds
Fish in both lakes are dommg well, and
| expect about the same numbers to
be taken this vear as last. Icana has a
good number of smaller fish present
and fishing should be even better
next year. Iwelve Mile and Little
[aver are two of our new lakes with
walleye in them. For the most part
they are not keepers yet, but an occa-
sional fish up to 16 inches will be
taken

River iishing tor walleve in the dis
trnict can be excellent at imes. Best
places are below Savlorville and Red
Rock dams and in the Des Moines
River above Savlorville to the Boone

i

County hine. Last fall walleve fishing

in the North Raccoon River was espe-

cally good in October and Novem-
ber, Best |"].!t es were |efterson to the
Carroll County line. Several fishing
nttles in county parks or about any-
where there was much rock on the
bottom proved to be the best habitat
It should be good again this year
with twisters being a preferred bait.

Channel Catfish

I'he southwest region of lowa
abounds with lakes and streams
where channel catfish can be caught.
[he Des Moines River is one of the
best, and summer fishing in any of
the slack-water areas, pools and
around snags will always product a
nice stringer of one to one and one-
half pound “cats.” One of the best
places in the district to tish for espe-
cally nice catfish 1s immediately
below Saviorville dam in the fall
Other nvers are also L0 o pre ducers
of cathish, and you might try the Rac-
coons, Nishnabotnas or the Grand
for a nver tnp for catfish. Wading the
smaller rivers from pool to pool is
often productive, but tloating in a
small boat or canoe when water
levels permit is highly effective and
you can expect to take a nice stringer
of “cats.”

Most of the lakes in the region
pros ide o d to excellent tl:’ltl'l'_-;hlny.:
because all are stocked heavily with
hatchery fish annually, Several of the
lakes with bigger fish are Green Val-
ley, Icana, Viking and Big Creek.

Favorite baits for cathsh include
sour shad (immediately after ice-out)
and prepared stink bait, nightcrawl-
ers, chicken hiver and cut fish later in
the season. Best fishing is after dark.

Bullheads

We have several lakes that have
large populations of bullheads, but
they tend to be on the small size.
Most are 6 to 8 inches and if you are
interested in catching a buckettul,
you might try Prainie Rose, Twelve
Mile, Rock Creek or Green Valley.
Badger Creek has a tew monster bull-
heads if you want big ones. Fishing
tends to be slow, but the fish are big.

Other Species

Northern pike hshing can be g
exceptional below Red Rock and
Saylorville early in the spring. Use
twisters with a steel leader for best
SLICCESS

Flathead catfishing is good on all of
our larger nvers. On the Des Moines
try below Saylorville, above Saylor-
ville to the Boone County line, and in
Red Rock Lake. In the P.I‘-s! several
years, the Missour River has pro-
duced lots of flatheads along its full
length. Best iishing 1s immediately
oft the end of wing dikes using green
sunfish for bait

Wipers, a hvbnd between white
bass and ocean striped bass, continue
to provide good hishing from Saylor-
ville upstream to Fort Dodge
Leadhead pgs and twister tails work
well for this fish

[tger muskies have been stocked
in all of our state and county public
fishing lakes larger than 100 acres.
Occasional large fish are hooked each
year by surprised crappie, walleye or
bass anglers. If vou specifically want
to catch a tiger musky, try Manawa or
Nine | .lgh'a because these two lakes
seem (o pros ide the most hsh

White bass fishing is truly spec-
tacular at imes on the Des Moines
River. These fish run upstream from
Red Rock in May and many fish are
caught within the aty hmits of Des Xy
Moines. Best fishing is from Red
Rock Reservorr to Scott Street Dam.
[ry fishing from sandy bars, and a
good way to tell if the fish are run- ,
ning is to look tor large numbers of

La

hishermen. Minnows, jigs, spinners up
and small spoons work well as bait to ¢
White bass fishing can also be good )
at times in Red Rock. Try fishing the Ratl
tace of the dam or Robert’s Creek Cous
Dam if water is flowing into Red Nt
Rock Ma
For additional fishing information

contact: Fishenes Biologist, lowa
DNR, Cold Springs State Park, .
Lewis, lowa 51544: 712/769-2587 Ly

Joe Schwartz i1s the southwest district
i"f.‘--IIt’? IS SUPCTTISOr located at .l'{'u‘.*!\
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Southeast

By Steve Waters

Largemouth Bass

Mississippi River anglers reported
that the 12-inch minimum size limit
on bass has meant a greater number
and larger sizes of bass caught. As
with most angling on the Mississippi,
water clarity and water levels will
dictate angling success Ii?p bass
areas in the southern reach of the
river are Big Timber, Cleveland
Slough, Hidden Acres and Bogus
Island backwaters in Pool 17; Huron
Island and lower Burnt Pocket back-
waters in Pool 18; Burlington Island,
riprap shores, and stream mouths in
Pool 19. Recent DNR bass radio tag-
ging studies show that river bass are
seldom far from cover. Therefore,
fishing close to structure and cover
will produce the most action.

Coralville Reservoir (Johnson
County) and Pleasant Creek (Linn
County) are lakes of a “different
color,” but both will produce excel-
lent fishing. Coralville’s fishing suc-
cess is directly related to water level
and clanty. When water conditions
are good, tons of action can be
expected from the many 12- to 18-
inch bass that live along the rock
ledges, points and bays. Pleasant
Creek bass run bigger (lots of 16-
to 20-inch fish) in this crystal clear
impoundment. After spring warm-
up, fishing in the deeper water seems
to produce best results.

Top bets for bigger size bass are
Rathbun Reservoir (Appanoose
County) and Lakes Darling (Wash-
ington County) and Hawthorn
(Mahaska ('niml_vj. Additional top
bass lakes include Miami (Monroe
County), Odessa (Louisa County),
lowa (lowa County) and Geode
(Henry County).

Crappie

Coralville Reservoir, Rathbun
Reservoir and Lake Odessa will be
the top crappie impoundments in
terms of numbers and size. Fishenes

Rober! it

------

g
surveys by DNR biologists have
shown lots of 8- to 12-inch fish avail-
able to the angler. Otter Creek (Tama
County) and Lake Macbride (John-
son County) will produce good
catches of 8- to 11-inch fish and 7- to
8-inch fish will dominate the catch at
Lakes Miami, Wapello (Davis
County), Darling (some 11 to 14-inch
fish remain) and Hawthomn. The Mis-
sissippi River’s backwater and run-
ning sloughs are always top choices
for quality size crappie.

Late April through mid-May are
peak times to catch crappie in lowa.
The fish usually favor warmer, shal-
lower water at this time. Leadheads
(1/64 to 1/16 ounce), leadhead and
bobber combinations, and minnows
are good baits near structure. As the
season wears on, crappie will move
away trom the shore and can be
caught at vanable depths. Dnift fish-
ing or still fishing near underwater
structures using minnows or Jigs pro-

|

duces fine catches of excellent eating
crappie.

Bluegill

Survey netting reveals that Lake
Odessa will have another banner
year for bluegill up to 8 inches. Fish
at stump helds or fallen trees
throughout Sand Run, Yankee Chute
and the main lake area. Red Haw
Lake (Lucas County) will again pro-
duce excellent catches of 7- to 9-inch
fish and 10-inch trophies are avail-
able to seal a memorable trip. The
Mississippi River is always a great
bluegill area. Look to the same areas
in which good bass and crappie an-
gling exists.

Additional lakes in which 6-inch
plus bluegill can be readily taken are:
Miami; Shaimek Forest Ponds 1, 2 and
3 (Van Buren and Lee Counties); Lake
of the Hills, Lambach, Bluegrass,
Railroad (Scott County); and Lake
Wa pt‘”u :



Channel Catfish

Southeast lowa 1s a paradise tor
channel cathsh anglers. The cage cat
fish and maintenance stocking pro-
grams have established excellent
cattish populations in almost all lowa
lakes. The tollowing lakes are guar-
anteed catfish havens: Rathbun (all
sizes including many lunkers),
Miami, Wapello, Morns (Lucas
County), Darling, Odessa, Geode
Pollmiller (Lee County), Belva Deere
(Keokuk County), lowa, Coralville
Reservoir and Rodeers (Benton
County)

A 1954 Increase in the munimum
commercal harvest size tor channel
catfish on the Mississippi River is
working. A monitonng program run
by DNR biologsts has shown a
healthy number of eight to 11-inch

protected spawners. This will mean
more fish on the stringer for sport
anglers

['he fastest tishing for one to three
pound size fish will occur during the
hot weather of August and Septem
ber. Fish stinkbaits and nightcrawlers
above wing dams and riprapped
islands tor best results. The !"'ij:l'.—it"%!
hsh are caught during the June

fish in several pools, produced by the

spawning penod in shallow rock
areas and stump helds. Also, don't
overlook the intenior nivers. The
Wapsi, Skunk, Cedar, Des Moines
and lowa are excellent nvers to find a
secluded spot in which to fill a string-
er and enjoy nature. Remember, har-
vest lmits in inland streams have
been raised to allow increased har-
vest of these abundant hish

Walleye

Ihe Mississippi River has to be one

of the best walleve and Ssauyger
hshenes anywhere. Peak thishing
times tor tailwater angling are the
March-Apnl and December-Februan
periods, Wing dams usually produce
good catches trom late sprning
through early tall. Although one to
three-pound tish dominate the catch,
trophy size tish are readily available.
Iul‘- !rn;'mumhm'nh tor wallevye are
Rathbun and Macbnde (Johnson
County). Many anglers feel that sev-
eral state record hsh are haunting
Rathbun Reservoir and a trophy
catch s often the rule, Macbnde's
walleve average two to three pounds
and are most often taken on crank-
baits and jig and minnow combina-
tions

Carp

A growing fishery in southeast
lowa, this species is popular because
it will take a vanety of baits, attains a
large size, is a powertul iighter, and
has a palatable tlesh. Worms or
doughball are the standard baits, but
kernels of sweel corn (canned or
tresh) will often take care when other
baits are not working. Use cornmeal
to make basic doughball baits, then
add artihaal Hlavornings of vour choice
(cinnamon, strawberry and licorice)
Construct a teardrop-shaped ball on
No. 8 spring treble hook and then
kick-back and wait for the fun to
i‘t'iit]]

All nvers have carp populations
which can provide good angling.
Fish the lower end ol sandbars and
slack water habitat. The best choices
for lake angling are Darling, Odessa,
Rathbun and Coralwville

Other Species
Although several of southeast
lowa lakes have received figer musky
stockings, Hawthorn and Rathbun
have the best populations. Creel
clerks at Hawthorn and walleye
brood netting crews at Rathbun both Far



report good numbers of trophy size
fish.

Bullhead enthusiasts will want to
include trips to Darling (6- to 9-inch),
Odessa (8- to 12-inch) and niver back-
water areas to catch this cooperative
fish. The hsh are most cooperative in
the early spring

I'he Skunk (Keokuk, Washington,
letterson, Henry and Des Moines
Counties), lowa (Louisa County),
Cedar (Lowsa County) and Wap-
sipinicon (Clinton and Scott Coun-
ties) Rivers are favorites for flathead
catfish anglers, Large dead chubs (6-
to 8-inch) or a gob of worms work
well. Fish deep holes in summer and
fall and around bridge pilings for
trophy hish

Wiite bass angling should be great
at Rathbun, Coralville and the Mis-
sissippi River. Most fish will range
trom 10 to 15 inches, and this spirited
fish is often found in arm-tiring
numbers

Paddlefish snagging is most produc-
tive in the Mississippi River tailwa-
ters and below dams at Oakland
Mills (Skunk River) and Ottumwa
(Des Moines River),

Farm Ponds

Farm pond fishing for largemouth
bass, bluegill and channel catfish is
so productive that it warrants special
attention. These mini-lakes produce
more trophy size fish than any other
waler area. Because of their small
size, thev are the hrst areas to warm
up; thus, they are great places to
begin the new fishing season. Keep
in mind you will be fishing on private
property, which requires owner’s
permission and the utmost respect is
due the landowner and his property.

Please remember that the lowa
Department of Natural Resources is
here to assist you. If you would like
additional fishing information, con-
tact: Fisheries Biologist, lowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, Rural
Route #1, Brighton, lowa 52540; tele-
phone 319/694-2430).

Steve Wialers 1s the southeast district

fisheries supervisor located at Brighton.

Northeast

Hlﬁ‘ “:H'Hf Moeller
Channel Catfish

One of the most abundant and
desirable species of fish in northeast
lowa 1s the channel catfish, Catfish
are particularly abundant and actu-
ally underharvested in most of the
larger streams. Some of the best cat-
fishing rivers in northeast lowa are
Cedar River in Black Hawk, Bremer,
Chickasaw and Floyvd Counties:

e

."'!-Lh!iiuh'lll iRiver below _\-Lll'lk'i"ﬁl."wtt']'
in Delaware, Jones and Jackson
Counties; the entire Mississippi
River; Shell Rock River in Butler
County; lurkey River in Clayton
County; Upper lowa River below the
Lower Dam in Winneshiek and
Allamakee Counties: and the Wap-
sipinicon River in Buchanan County:
Catches of river catfish typically con-
sist of Y3 to 2-%5 pound fish — how-
ever, there are lots of them. | AI'EeT
fish up to and over six pounds are
also frequently caught

Cathsh anglers should not over-
look some of the fine catfishing avail-
able in our northeast lowa lakes
Cattish rarely reproduce in lakes;
thus, stockings of large fingerlings
are made annually to maintain high

populations. Some fine cathshing 1s
available at Casey Lake, George
Wyth Lake, Greenbelt Lake, Lake
.-\h.-x'vr, | di\t' l |t'l‘ldr‘h'|-m, .'\11‘\.1‘:'*-. [.JI'({’
and Volga Lake. Anglers are
reminded that the catch mits for
lake catfish remain the same as in
past years: 8 daily and 16 in posses-
S10N.

Walleye and Sauger

The tish species most highly prized
and preferred by northeast lowa
anglers is the walleye. Walleyes hold
this prestigious status for good rea-
sons — they grow to trophy sizes,

frequently are challenging to locate
and catch, and they are unexcelled in
quality on the dinner table. Undoubi
edly, the largest population of wall-
eves in lowa is found in the
Mississippi River in northeast lowa
Mississippi River walleyes are rarely
found very far from flowing water
and spend the vast majority of their
time 1n the tailwaters immediately
below the navigation dams, along the
main channel borders, and flowing
side channels

Mississippi River walleyes grow to
large sizes. A typical limit of wa
will contain fish from | to 4-
pounds; however, a good number of
fish in the six to eleven-pound cate-
gory are creeled each vear Many
anglers expect that a new state record

It'\.t'*w




walleve H'lliui come out of the \1]*1*«1?
sippi River at any ime. Your best bet
tor catching a trophy-sized walleye
comes in the early spring just after
ice-out. Adult walleyes congregate in
large numbers in the tailwaters below
the locks and dams just prior to
spawning,. These large fish seem
cager to hll their bellies betore geting,
into spawning activities, and hmits
contaimng some real lunkers are
tatrly common, Fishing vour bait o1
lure right on the bottom is important
as river walleyes rarely suspend nmud
water. hg-and-minnow, minnows on
a three-way g, soOnars and
lcadheads with twister tails worked
slowly on the bottom work well
From early SLUMIMeET tl'Tﬁt” T:I“:r ‘r]|
eve trequently hang out in tHowing
side-channels, on the rock wing
dams along the mam channel, and
along nprapped areas. Crank baits
imitahion minnow plugs, nightcraw
lers and jigs with or without a min
now are favonte producers. When
fishing wing dams and riprapped
areas, make sure to bounce yvour
offering right on the rocks. The late
fall and winter months frequently
find the walleye again in the taillwates
areas. | hese tallwaters rarelyv treeze
over in the winter due to the turbu
lence caused by the navigation dams
and hardv boat anglers who brave
the cold are often rewarded with
some fine walleye fishing

Several of northeast lowa’s inland
rivers also produce some fine walleye
catches. Some of these better nvers
mclude the Cedar River in Black
Hawk, Bremer, Chickasaw and Flovd
Counties; the Shell Rock River in But-
ler, Bremer and Floyvd Counties; the
Wapsipinicon River in Buchanan
County; and the Weslt Fork Cedan
River in Butler County, While these
nver walleye populations are much
smalier in comparison to the Missis-
sippi and limits of walleyes are
uncommon, each of these smaller nv-
ers !‘Huilh"! some real tlu]"h\. wall-
eVEeS 1N excess of ten l"'tlillhi*w
annually

[he Mississippi River also contains
an excellent sauger population. Sau-
ger are a close cousin of the walleye
and resemble them except for the

absence of the white area on the
lower tail hn and the presence of
dark blotches on the body. Missis
sippi River sauger normally range
from %1 to 1-12 pounds. Sauger over
four pounds are very rare, but fish
t“"t'l."-.{'l‘tl I -|”t| TOour ;,"'l"li”'..!"“ alt
occasionally caught. Sauger exhibit
the same fine eating qualities as wall
eye. The major harvest of saugers
occurs from late tall through early
spring in the taillwater areas. The
same baits, lures and methods used
to catch walleyve work well tor sauger
so; thus r'.'nmt;zrl.:|-'u SITINES COn-

tain both walleve and sauger. Daily

bag and possession limits for walleye

and sauger combined on the Missis-
sippi River are liberal at 10 and 20
respectively, and this 1s an excellent
time to lay in a good supply of these
hine eating hsh

Smallmouth Bass

[ruly the King of northeastern
lowa’s larger streams and nivers is the
smallmouth bass. The “smallie” is
so king in the minds of many
anglers because they truly love to
smash lures, and they put up a fight
greater than any other treshwater
fish of comparable size. 1 his aggres-

sive nature of the smallmouth bass

and an incre ISING pressure on thas

; -




prestigious character by anglers led
to declining populations made up
mostly of small fish. The establish-
ment of a 12-inch minimum size limit
on all streams (except the Mississippi
River bordering Wisconsin) several
years ago has led to a return of strong
smallmouth populations. The major-
ity of legal-size fish are between 1
and 2-'5 pounds; however, small-
mouths up to 4-'2 pounds are caught
annually by a lucky few. Locating
smallmouths is relatively easy. Look
tor stream sections Luntmmn;___ a good
variety of gravel, rocks and boulders.
They just don’t utilize silt- laden
stream bottoms, so don’t waste your
time there. A canoe 1s a real asset in
fishing for smallmouths. It allows
vou to cover a lot of water in a day’s
time as well as get you aw ay from the
more heavily fished areas with easy
access. Paddle right on through those
stretches with poor habitat. When
you get to a section with good bass
habitat, either drop an anchor or
beach the canoe and wade that sec-
tion to fish it more effectively. Small-
mouths feed actively anytime the
water temperature exceeds 50
degrees Fahrenheit; however, late
summer and early fall are particularly
good as the streams are normally
stable and clear and the bass are feed-
ing heavily in preparation for winter
and next spring’s spawn.

Some of the best stream sections
include the Cedar River from Otranto
to 5t. Ansgar and from Mitchell to
Floyd, the Upper lowa River from
Lime Springs to Kendallville and
from Decorah to Highway 76, the
Yellow River below Volney, the Volga
River below Fayette, and the
Maquoketa River below Delhi.

Smallmouths will attack almost
any type of lure or live bait; however,
my favorites include twister tails,
jigs, beetle-spins, injured-minnow
plugs, and small crank baits.

Irout

T'he first signs of spring create a
stirring in the hearts of many north-
east lowa anglers with visions of
crystal-clear streams flowing over
gravel bottoms, fish dimpling the

surface of a secluded pool as they
feed on insects, and the teel of a
strike and ensuing leaps by the
hooked fish to gain freedom. This is
lowa trout fishing. 1987 promises to
be an excellent vear for trout enthusi-
asts. The springs that create the cold-
water streams were amply charged
with the substantial rains of last sum-
mer and fall. This, coupled with a
light winter snow cover, promises
excellent stream flows and clear
water conditions this spring. The
action gets into full swing the first of
April when stockings of half-pound
rainbow and brown trout begin in
the 48 catchable trout streams in
northeast lowa. Nearly 327,000 trout
will be stocked in these streams dur-
ing 1987, Anglers have many choices
in choosing the type of trout fishing
thm prefer. Some streams are
stocked solely with rainbow trout,
others receive brown trout only, and
others are stocked with both. Some
streams are stocked several times a
week while others only once a
month. Some streams have accesses
quite close to the stream while others
are “walk-in” areas where anglers
can enjoy relative seclusion. A few
lucky anglers will also hook into one
of 300 lunker-size browns and rain-
bows ranging from three to over fif-
teen pounds that will be scattered in
these streams from Mavy through
September.

Some of the better streams you will
want to try include French, Little
Paint and Waterloo in Allamakee
County; Bloody Run, Joy Springs,
North Cedar, Sny-Magill and Turkey
River in Clayton County; Bailey’s
Ford, Fountain Springs, Little Turkey
and Richmond Springs in Del aware
County; Swiss Valley in l'luhuquu
(mnm Grannis in Favette C ounty,
Big Mill in Jackson County; and Col-
dwater, North and South Bear, Trout
River, and Trout Run in Winneshiek
County. All of the catchable streams
are stocked through October. Late fall
stockings have proved popular with
anglers, and 13 streams will again be
stocked through November. Don't
limit your trout fishing only to the
months of stoc king. The past mild
winter permitted significant trout

fishing activity with very good suc-
Cess.

Beginning trout anglers, as well as
veterans, find the “lowa Trout Fish-
ing Guide” a valuable aid. This free
brochure available from DNR offices,
county recorder offices and outlets
where trout stamps are sold
describes the various trout fishing
opportunities, shows the locations of
the streams on maps and contains
other valuable trout fishing informa-
tion.

Largemouth Bass

Largemouth bass are not known as
nver fish, however, the Mississippi
River ofters some of the best
largemouth fishing in the state. The
reason for this abundance of
largemouths in the “ol’ Miss” is due
to the presence of vast numbers of
diverse backwater lakes and sloughs
Mississippi River bass provide a lot of
rod-bending action from a majority of
fish that are between one and 2-1%4
pounds. Largemouths above the
four-pound mark, however, are rare.
Some favorite bass haunts vou will
want to fish include the New Albin
and Lansing Bottoms in Pool 9; Har-
pers Slough, Sny-Magill Bottoms,
and the Bagley Bottoms in Pool 10,
and the Bertom and McCartneyv
Lakes in Pool 11. Although there is
no minimum bass size limit on the
above lowa-Wisconsin boundan
waters, there is a 12-inch size limit on
largemouth and smallmouth bass on
the lowa-Illinois boundary waters.
Some of these better bass backwaters
include Tippy’s, Sunfish and
Frentress Lakes in Pool 12: Densmore
and Blake’s Lake in the Green Island
area, Brown's Lake, Lainsville
Slough, and the Sabula Bottoms in
Pool 13; and Joyce's Slough, Rock
Creek area, and the LeClaire Canal in
Pool 14.

Several inland lakes will also pro-
duce some fine largemouth catches
Meyer Lake in Black Hawk County,
Lake Hendricks in Howard County
Sweet Marsh (Segment B) in Bremer
County, and Lake Meyer in Win-
neshiek County are the best bets for
1987. Both Mever Lake and Lake
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Mever are relatively new hishenes
with bass approaching 15 inches this
vear. Lake Hendnicks has an excellent
population of bass in the 16-inch
range and a fair number of fish over
the tour-pound mark. George Wyth
LLake in Black Hawk Countv annually
yields a tew lunkers up to eight
pounds. Two small lakes vou should
also try are Airport Lake in Chick-
asaw County and Wilson Grove 1n
Bremer County

|'he best bass hishing occurs 1in May
and earlv lune when the water tem-
perature 1s between 55 and 62
degrees Fahrenheit. This is the pre
spawn penod when the bass are
working the shallow areas and
shorelines and are very actively teed
ing. Another time penod is in Sep-
tember and October when the water
cools down below 68 Lil'k:rt_‘t"ﬁ
Fahrenheit and the bass again are
using shallow water habitats. Bass
nearly alwavs associate with struc-
ture, and this is where you should
concentrate your eftorts. Riprap
banks, deadtall trees, l'Li:J.:{""l Of vege-
tation, rocky points, bottom drop
ofts, submerged brush, and tree
stumps are typical structures that
bass frequently use. Cast your bait or
lure as close to the structures as pos-
sible. You're not hshing « lose enough
to the structure tf vou don’t occasion-
ally get snagged. Largemouths take a

ing nightcrawlers, cravfish, large
shiners, crank baits, spinner baits,
plastic worms, pig-and-jigs and
spoons tipped with plastic or pork
rind stnp

Northern Pike

Creater numbers of northeast
lowans are now pursuing the excit-
ing northern pike. Northerns for
many years were scorned, particu-
larly by many Mississippi River
anglers, as a trash fish and one that
should be eliminated. Many anglers
now appreciate many of the north-
ern’s fine qualities — voracaous
stnke, excellent hghting abilities,

! willingness to take a vanety of baits
and lures, and delicious taste.
Anglers alter these toothy pn_'ddtura
head primanly for the Cedar, Wap-

wide vanety of baits and lures includ-

sipimcon and Mississippi Rivers. The

Cedar Kiver in Black Hawk and
Bremer Counties contain a moderate
population of northerns, but the size
of tish harvested is frequently in the
six to twelve-pound range. This nver
annually produces a tew hsh up to
eighteen pounds. he Wapsipinicon
River in Buchanan, Black Hawk and

Bremer Counties harbors a very large

;rupul.n!]unnl northerns; however,
the average size 1s tawrly small wath
few individuals topping the six
pound mark. This 1s an excellent
stream to introduce a voungster to
the tun of ishing northerns as suc-
cess 15 almost guaranteed. The Mis-
sissippi River Pools 9, 10 and 11
contain excellent populations of pike
in the hive ltin"]*._‘_ili-}'-l. ’fHIh] range [ l‘-!l
up to twelve pounds are not
uncoOmMMmMon

Still ishing with large chubs in
nver backwaters during the heat of
summer is particularly effective.

Areas where coldwater streams enter

the Mississippi are also frequently
northern hotspots as pike also utihize
VP al bass habitats. More and more
ice anglers are fiinding that tip-ups
work well in taking large northerns

through the ice on the backwaters

Bluegill

Northeast lowans catch more blue-
gill than any other species of fish.
[hese scrappy panfish are fun and
easy to catch, abound in many
waters, and are also excellent on the
table. All of the Mississippi River
backwaters contain good numbers ot
eating-size bluegills. Some northeast
lowa lakes vou will want to fish
“pills” this year include Sweet Marsh
in Bremer County and George Wyth
Lake and Mever Lake in Black Hawk
County. Some of the fastest bluegill
action occurs during the spawning
season in late May and June. A small
chunk of garden worm or night-
crawler on a small hook and spht-
shot below a small bobber is the
favorite method. Fish for these
spawners in shallow bays in the lakes
and the shallow backwaters in the
Mississippi River, especially near
developing beds of vegetation.

Drifting a chunk of worm or a
small g 1s an excellent way of locat-
ing “gills” on the inland lakes dunng
summer. Summer bluegills on the -
Mississippi are often found along
beds of vegetation in the backwaters,
around submerged snags and trees
along side channels, and on the wing
dams when niver flows are really
slow

Bluegills are fun and easy to catch,
but both are diminished greatly
when you use equipment that is too
heavy. Light line (four-pound test)
minimal weights and small bobbers
will increase the numbers you catch
and the tun ot catching them. Blue-
gills also provide lots of fun and piles
of fillets during the ice-fishing sea
son. With a small amount of inexpen-
sive ice fishing equipment, you can

LALUNE R .

extend vour bluegill fishing and eat-

-

ing throughout the entire year

Crappie
Northeast lowans head primarily
to the Mississippi River tor their crap-
pie fishing. The big river abounds
with black crappie in the 9- to | |-inch
range. Schools of crappie located by
anglers will All many an angler’s bas-
ket with these tasty pantish. May
marks the beginning of the first
major open-water angling period for
crappie. Fishing small minnows ot
working a small jig in fallen trees and
brush piles provides crappie anglers
the majority of action, Late tall 1s
another prime time to cash in on the
bounty of schooled crappie Now hsh
the deeper, quiet water snags, sub-
merged trees and slack water below
the wing dams near shore. Don't
spend too much bime in one spot tf
you are not catching fish. Keep mov- .
ing until you locate an actively feed-
ing school. The last major crappie 5
tishing period on the Mississippi
occurs on the ice. Like its cousin the
bluegill, crappie provide a lot of ice
hshing activity on the nver’s backwa-
ters

Other Fish
I'reshwater drum. also known as
sheepshead, provide a lot of angling ~
enjovment on the Mississippi River
Most drum run in size between one
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and 2-'2 pounds; however, you will
be quite surprised by the tenacious
fight these relatively small fish put
up. An added bonus is their school-
ing activity; therefore, once you start
catching them, you are probably in
for several hours of action. Look for
drum along the main channel border,
dam spillways, wing dams and the
tailwater areas. Nightcrawlers, cray-
fish tails and small jigs work well.
Drum fillets are boneless, firm and
delicious eating,

Another sporty Mississippi River
fish that you will want to try this year
is the white bass. Stripers, as they are
commonly called, are hard hitters
and really scrappy highters. Look for
them in areas where current and
good structure are available — on
wing dams, spillway areas and along
riprapped banks. If you are lucky
enough to spot a school of stnipers
splashing on the surface as they feed
on shad, you are in for some fast and
furious action. When actively feed-
ing, stripers will attack nearly any
lure ranging from small jigs to large
crank baits,

Whether you work hard at fishing
or hold a fishing pole as a good
excuse to relax in the great outdoors,
the beauty and grandeur of northeast
lowa will surely captivate you during
the short time between bites. Tight
lines to vou in 1987!

For turther fishing information
contact: Fisheries Biologist, lowa
DNR, Manchester Fish Hatchery,

RR 2 Box 269A, Manchester, lTowa
52057; 319/927-3276

Daoid Moeller 1s the northeast district
f!\u;h'! WS SUPETUiso -II aled at "L l.‘i‘H'L'.Ii‘t‘Hft’f'.

Northwest

By Tom Gengerke

Walleye

The best fishing will be found on
Big Spint, East Okoboji and Silver
Lake (Ihickinson County) where 12 to
|6-inch fish are common and the

opportunity to catch larger fish, espe-
cially on Big Spirit and East Okoboji,

i1s always present. The key to spring
fishing on Big Spirit is a late ice-out
followed by steadily increasing water
temperatures. According to survey
information, there was excellent sur-
vival of the 1983-year class. Many of
these fish will be 12 inches or larger.
I'his exceptional year class will be
readily apparent during 1987 and will

contribute Hlll‘i*-.ldllllql”\ to the creel

for the next two to three years. A jig
(either haired or plastic bodied) and a
minnow, or just a plain minnow are
traditional favorites for spring wall-
eye fishermen. If water is flowing out
of Big Spirit and into the north end of
East Okoboji, anglers would be well
advised to try that area. Silver Lake
(Dickinson County) has a nice popu-
lation of harvestable walleyes due to
maintenance stocking and an
increased over-winter survival dur-
ing the past five winters. Springtime
hotspots will include the Island Area
and Trapper’s Bay inlet.

There will also be good walleve
fishing on Lost Island Lake (Clay and
Palo Alto Counties). Most of these
fish will range from three-fourths to a
pound and a quarter. The inlet and

“bridge” area will be good producers
— especially early in the season.
Recent creel surve ys conducted at
Clear Lake (Cerro Gordo County)
indicate that the average size walleye
taken was 15 inches and weighed
1-Y2 pound. Early spring fishing will
provide plenty of “bucks” along
rocky shorelines and in shallow
water, while trolling minnow imitat-
ing plugs will be most productive
during the summer months.

River fishing for walleyes has been
excellent during the past four to five
vears, and from all indications 1987
will also be a producer. The Raccoon
River below Sac City, the Little Sioux
KRiver in Buena Vista, Cherokee and
Clay Counties, the Des Moines River
in Emmet County and the West Fork
of the Des Moines River from Rut-
land to the Cornbelt Dam should be
especially good

Yellow Perch

Last year, as predicted, the yellow
perch fishing dropped off a bit on
Spirit Lake, as compared to the above
average, even phenomenal, fishing
which all of us enjoyed during 1984
and 1985. The strong year classes
which developed during the early
1980s due to a return of more normal
water levels and which were mani-
fested in the creel during 1984 and
1985 continued to decline through
1986. Harvest during 1987 should
continue at about the level expen-
enced during 1986 and a more “aver-
age” harvest of about 50,000 fish may
be expected.

The best fishing will be found on
Big Spirit and West Okoboji. Activity
will start during June or July around
weed beds, and will proceed into the
fall. While large numbers of 9 to 11-
inch perch were harvested from Big
Spirit during the fall of 1984 and
1985, slightly smaller fish can be
expected during 1987. Good fishing
may also be expected at Ingham Lake
in Emmet County. Small jigs tipped
with silver wigglers or waxworms are
especially effective

Bullhead

Black Hawk Lake (Sac County) and
Silver Lake (Dickinson Countv) wall

||




provide excellent bullhead hshing in
northwest lowa dunng 1987. Both of
these lakes are loaded with hsh and
should produce both quality and
quantity tor young and old alike
Crawtord Creek in Ida County 1s
another lake with a super population
of 8 and 9-inch bullheads that are
largely underfished; however, the
best bullhead fishing will be found at
Clear Lake (Cerro Gordo County)
and in Yellow Smoke Lake, Crawtord
County. Recent surveys ot Yellow
Smoke Lake revealed large numbers
of 10- to 12-inch “shcks” in this lake

Channel Catfish

Rivers and catfish go hand-in-hand
and excellent fishing will be available
in virtually all lowa nivers during
1987. The Little Sioux (Buena Vista,
Cherokee and Clay Counties), Big
Sioux, West Fork of the Des Moines
(Emmet and Humboldt Counties)
and the lowa River in Hardin County

will be premier areas ftor lowa “river
rats.” The best hshing occurs from
lune through September. Most cat-
fish are taken from deep holes or
from around snags which are provid-
ing cover and escape from the sun
[ he bulk of these tish range from 10
to 20 inches, however, the chance tor
a real |1H|t' bender 1s always present.
Prefterred baits include dead min-
nows, commercaal stink baits, cray-
fish and — for the real catfishermen
leopard trogs and sour clams! The
nverine channel cathsh is probably
the most underutilized hshery
resource in lowa. Many of our nvers
hold nearly 400 pounds of channel
cathish per acre, and with that in
mind — let’s go catch some channels!
Excellent channel catfishing is also
available in many of our area lakes.
Lake Pahoa (Lyvon County), Comelia
(Wnght County), Little Wall (Hamul-
ton County) and Black Hawk Lake in
Sac County will otter some of the best
fishing for these praine trout. My

personal choice for a real guality

‘cat” would be East Okoboy (Dickin-
son County) and Storm Lake in
Buena Vista County. These popula-
tions have really matured over the
vears and are generally under-
utiized. There were a number of
twenty pounders taken last year —
so bring your heavy rod!

Muskellunge

[t 1s the fish of a thousand casts —
or maybe just one! Activity usually
peaks in late June, early July and
again in late summer — with some
hard-core ishermen expenencing
good success again in late fall. Spint
Lake (IDickinson County) has been
the most consistent producer dunng
the past four years, and 1987 should
be no exception. A number of trophy
class (30-pound plus) fish will be
caught this year — but not by the
taint of heart! The sporadic success
on West Okoboji (Dickinson County)
is probably a function of somewhat
inconsistent effort on this lake.
Remember — this is the oldest popu-
lation in lowa, and a state record 1s
out there waiting. No doubt the
International Muskellunge Tourna-
ment, which will be held at the lowa
Great Lakes this year, will provide
just that kind of effort! The increase
in natural vegetation and the addi-
tion of artificial substrate in the form
of Berkley Fish HabTM, through a
cooperative project with the Upper
Great Plains Chapter of Muskies, Inc.
and the lowa Department of Natural
Resources helped to turn East
Okoboj “on” dunng 1985 and 1986,
and this should continue dunng
1987. When fish hold in these areas
they become vulnerable to the angler
wishing to escape areas more inten-
sively hished. Clear Lake 1s coming
back. Fish commonly range from 30
to 36 inches, however hish in excess
of 40 inches are not uncommon.
Muskies in Clear Lake are taken from
major rock reefs or points where fish
can feed in relatively shallow water
and which are adjacent to deep
water. Large fish are caught every
vear by both novice and seasoned
anglers alike, using all types of gear
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and a utrivty ol prvwnlalimh, but if
you are really after a wall hanger,
bring the big plugs and lots of
stamima’

Northern Pike

Good to excellent ishing can be
expected at Big Spinit, Tuttle Lake and
West Okoboj. Recruitment has been
excellent Lillrinj.; the past three to four
years, and many fish in the two to
six-pound class are available. Con-
centrate your eftfort around the
rushes in Anglers Bay and the weed
line or isolated pockets of vegetation
in the rest of Big Spirit. Center Lake
(Dickinson County) produced some
nice northerns in 1986 and should
continue to offer excitement during
1987. Flashy spoons are particularly
effective, however Mepps spinners,
spinner baits with hammered blades,
rapalas and live chubs also work
well. The Winnebago River from the
state line to Mason City will also
provide river anglers with plenty of
excitement. River anglers should
watch tor tnbutary streams or adja-

cent marshy areas since both of these
habitat types hold northern pike

Smallmouth Bass

Plenty of “bronze-backed brawl-
ers” will be taken this vear. Lake
fishermen would be advised to start
early, concentrate on rock plh“-« or
rocky points, use a minnow, prefer-
ably a shiner, and fish it slowly. West
Okoboji and Spint Lake both pro-
duce quality fish, however, more
consistent fishing can be expected on
West Okoboj. When water tempera-

tures nse, switch to crank baits. River

tishing, once the rivers begin to stabi-
lize, usually produce more fish per
trip, although they are seldom as
large as those taken in lakes. The
lowa River from Alden to Eldora, the
Boone River in Hamilton County and
the Winnebago River from Fertile to
its confluence with the Shell Rock
offer some of lowa’s finest river
smallmouth bass fishing. Knowl-
edgeable anglers concentrate their
effort downstream from niffle areas,
near submerged timber and in deep

holes. One of the best approaches is
to float a river by canoe since it allows
vou to fish more remote, less ht'd\'l]_\'
fished areas.

Largemouth Bass

One of the hottest largemouth bass
fisheries in lowa 1s Brown's Lake
near Salix. Surveys conducted during
1985 showed a large population of 12-
to 18-inch bass, as well as some lunk-
ers in the five to seven-pound range.
Blue Lake, an oxbow lake near
Onawa, has also been producing
some great bass fishing although
extensive vegetation does dictate the
use of weedless spoons and shallow
running lures. The bass population
in Beeds Lake (Franklin County) has
developed nicely since the 1982 reno-
vation. Bnggs Wood and Little Wall
Lake, both in Hamilton County, also
support desirable bass populations a
does Lake Pahoja in Lyon County
and Center Lake in Dickinson
County. Surveys conducted during
1985 indicated 18 percent of the bass
population in Lake Pahoja was larger
than 14 inches. Fishermen should
concentrate on the hish attractors
installed in Little Wall Lake, the weed
line in Briggs Wood, the riprap near
the causeway at Beeds Lake and the
west shoreline of Center Lake. In all
cases, spinner baits and minnow
imitating lures are proven producers.

S

Bluegill

Indian Lake in Hancock County
provided excellent fishing for 6 to
S-inch bluegills during 1986, and this
fishery should continue through
1987. Fishing the outside edge of the
weed line 1s a sure bet where bluegill
feed heavily on aquatic invertebrates.
Anglers will also find these fish dur-
ing late May and early June when
they are spawning near the emergent
vegetation. A small, 1/64-ounce black
or brown leadhead will be virtually
unbeatable tor big gills at this time of
vear. Nineteen eighty-six survey
results also indicated good bluegill
populations exist in the Pine Lakes
(Hardin County), Briggs Wood
(Hamilton County) and Snvder Bend
in Woodbury County. One of the up
and-coming hotspots in northwest




lowa will be Yellow Smoke Lake near
Denison (Crawtord Countv) where

16 inches and will be most active
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dunng the sprnng

and quantity. Lots of fnendly people

e

rghtly proud of the resources BA

large numbers of 6- to 8-inch bluegills ng and minnow or a Mepps spiner and resource management in this
are readily avatlable. Crawtord Creek hished over a sandy bottom will pro- part of lowa, and they invite you to
in lda County still ranks as one of the *hiw plenty ot action expenence angling at its best and
most consistent bluegill producing ier muskie (hybnd cross between share with them in a quality outdoor
lakes in northwest lowa. From northern pike and muskellunge) are experience
springtime until late tall, plenty of available in Storm Lake, Black Hawk For more information on fishing in
plate-sized gills are available to and North Twin. These lakes contain Northwest lowa contact; Fishenes
anglers at this 60-acre lake. Vaca- fish from 32 to 38 inches in length Biologist, lowa DNR, Spint Lake
tioners to the lowa Great Lakes and should provide some anghng, Hatchery, Box 7722, Spirit Lake, lowa
Region should keep in mund that the excitement tor the big hish enthusiast 7 1360; 712/ 336-1840
waters of West ( H‘-.t"f"“ll take a hittle When it comes to TI‘~|IH‘J;.',_ the ::[.ln't.!l
longer to warm up; theretore, good lakes and nch praine streams of [om Gengerke 1s the northwest district
bluesill hshing occurs a hittle later at northwest lowa otter vaneh qn-.J!i!.k fishieries superosor iocated at Sparit Litke
his lake than it does in many lowa
lake providing a mud-summer
bonus for the ardent “gill” fisherman ‘ FISHING REGULATION CHANGES FOR 1987
Crappie Black Bass (largemouth, densities of channel catfish in interior

'he best crappie fishing will occun smallmouth, spotted) Tt:ura— In some reaches as high as
at Yellow Smoke Lake in Crawtord 5,000 pounds per mile. Anglers har-
Countv, Briggs Wood I'he daily catch limit and posses- vest only a small proportion of the
County and Storm Lake in Buena sion limit in all interior waters has available stock. Liberalizing the catch
Vista County. Briggs Wood supports been decreased to three and six and possession limits will provide
excellent numbers of 8- to 10-inch respectively. A 15-inch minimum the opportunity for increased catches
crappie which were produced in |’~'”hlh limit shall apply on black bass of the surplus of channel catfish
1983, Yellow Smoke has been a real in all public lakes exce pt the follow- found in our interior streams.
hotspot for these “papermouths” ing: Swan Lake (Carroll County) 16- BAS
during the past yea inch, Lake Wapello (Davis County) Wal[eye

hish will be available this Spring ]H-IT‘IL‘I‘I. Green \r:llll"}" | .ﬂl'k{' {Unil}“
County) 18-inch, Casev Lake (Tama
County) 18-inch, Hawthorm Lake

A 14-inch minimum length limit BAS
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eftort near partially submerged or | 1 : Okoboii, East Okoboii, Spirit Lake, BAS
standing trees. Clear Lake in Cerro (Mahaska County) 12- to 16-inch slot, Upper Gar, Minnewashta and Lower
wordo County i1s another lake which | and lowa Lake (lowa County) 12- to Gar in Dickinson County. No more
""‘ uld not be overlooked dunng Ih."..m'h Hl'h'i't' | : than one walleye above 20 inchesin |
1987. Fish for these crappie during I'he rapid evolution _.Jnd use of length may be taken per day from
the spring when fish are in shallow very sophisticated hishing tackleand 1,06 i Jakes. The daily catch limit
and spawning. Slab- sized crappie accessory equipment over the past for walleye in these six lakes shall be
are available at Storm Lake. Anglers tew years has led to progressively three with a possession limit of six.
should watch the marina on the more restrichive regulations on black Continuing assessments nEwalloos
southwest corner of the lake as soon bass to pl“tl "’_ l pl‘;."lll‘ﬂllﬂﬂh tﬂ.’ﬂn pnI’;u]‘]“”“H n “;L‘ lowa Great I_AI\EL.'
as the ice goes out ;}""‘?rl};"]?’"‘ﬁ:' “}“ I?'"T.'h "‘.”":I“"“”"‘ demonstrate some fairly strong evi-
S8 . et : | Y
UI‘liq ue ()p purtunitie‘; t; :ﬁr 111 ]I:};,;I'I:L,:-Fh::FIIL:; ;:]lt?m:} dt‘-r!cv .thdt l_hvrp 1S chronic uvf;-re:x-
) it g R ploitation of small (ten- to 14-inch)
Excellent yellow bass fishing is avail- R Eg e ll‘_w L"!u'h of bass in public walleye to the extent that the numen-
able at Clear Lake in Cerro Gordo lakes, butit will reduce the number cal abundance of large-sized groups
County. These scrappy fighters are of fish kept by anglers by 35 to 60 is declining despite attempts to
very abundant in this lake and read- percent — depending on the lake. increase the population by expanded
ly take nightcrawlers or small yellow : stocking programs. Public demand |
or white leadheads fished near the Catfish for WJ”EVL‘ h*«hll’l}, continues to grow
bottom on a windswept shore or over The daily catch limit and posses- until the point has been reached
rock substrate. Fish run from 7 to 10 sion limit for catfish in all interior where some further protection must
inches and are excellent table fare streams has been increased to 15 and be afforded to prevent turther over- Big
(

White bass enthusiasts should look
to Storm Lake (Buena Vista County)
and East Okobe J) (Dhckinson
County). lish will range trom 10 to

30 respectively.
Fishery research studies and popu-
lation surveys clearly show very high

exploitation. An intensive evaluation
of the length limit and reduced bag
limit has been initiated.
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Jeff Duis, record buffalo, 51 lbs.
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Michael Hurd, record bullhead,

5 Ibs. 8 oz.

44
i1
ik fa
i

e g e v e | g LT Cvmtw nad Al
" - Y s
o e il = ™
¥ . 4 L Fax
ki el LLEY
LTI ik Ve
d - j= -
L" T i
WFIN
B‘ } P I'. Simimamn Y ks
w0 d e Carrem bulamd |alr i * Wit 5ok on

[E T VTS

Nethuy | Kapmetli

eulid Moag

.Il' ” !.hl\"
Kby

Wiki Masin
™

Mzl Meset

e rprl Hugad
Flivmowth

Vg

Wy L amg L T3

Same pod A ddren

CA

R" Slmimages Y

L

T L.

CATFISH, BLUE soimes — 2
L

Steve Proper, record blue catfish,
30 Ibs. 11 oz.
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Cormorant irge, black water
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A much larger bird than anv duck
cormorants are also occasionally mis
taken ton POeSE [hat i1s because cor-
morants v in a line or wedge
formation as geese do. If you plan to
hunt anv of lowa’s major watetn
areas, be sure vou can distineuish
cormorants trom ducks and geest
Cormorants builld nests of twiegs
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Vany new cormorant nests (ri¢ght) signal the retur of the
double-crested cormorant to lowva. fhh'l'.fu'!fl' Wildlife Area
at Coralville Reservoir is lowa's only nesting area inland of
the Mississippit River




to four eggs in June or July: If you
happen to see an immature cormo-
rant — one that is whitish in the
breast area — you are probably in the
vianity of a cormorant nest.

A small colony of nesting cormo-
rants has been reported each year
north of Clinton on the [llinois side of
the Mississippi River. Other nestings
recorded this century have been in
1934 and 1936 at Green Bay Bottoms,
in 1951 near Modale, in 1954 north of
Lock and Dam 18, and in 1966 at
Coralville Reservoir. Cormorant nest-
ing may have taken a turn for the
better in 1984. Dunng that year, 11
nests were found at Coralville Reser-
voir, between ten and 20 nests were
found on a Mississippi River island
adjacent to Allamakee County, and
84 nests were found on a Mississippi
River island north of Lock and Dam
13. So tar, all cormorant nests found
in lowa have been located in trees
over water.

Nesting at Coralville Reservoir has
been particularly noteworthy
because it represents the only nesting

inland of the Mississippi River. Most cormorants are seen during the spring and fall migrating periods.
Attempts were made to locate nests Although the majority of inland cormorant sightings occur at Coralville, the
in 1985, but a drought left the sites birds are also seen at Saylorville and Red Rock Reservoirs.

used in 1984 dry. Water levels were

high in 1986 and many cormorants -

were seen during the summer. Last
August, a nest with young birds was
reported in the same area where the
1984 nests were onginally found.

Probably part of Coralville Reser-
voir’s attraction for cormorants is the
large oaks that have died since the
reservoir was formed. How long
these large snags will continue to
stand and provide nesting areas is
anybody’s guess. Artificial nesting
platforms have been used by cor-
morants on the Mississippi River.
Perhaps such platforms will be
needed to provide future nesting
sites on major reservoirs.

Keep your eyes open in 1987.
Maybe you will discover a new nest-
ing colony of cormorants along one
of lowa’s rivers or reservoirs.
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TIrm Thompson 1s a wildlife biologist
located at the Coraluille Wildlife Unit.
He holds an M. S .:f:jqn'vfrum South
Dakota State Unrversity and has been
with the department since 1983
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Prairie Fire — The Great Rejuvenator

By Dean M
Imagine, if you can, a prairie fire
flames

.'l"::': 15il

encompassing 10,000 acres
leaping skyward for fifty feet, travel-
ing as fast as the wind can blow
Imagine, it vou can, the knot ina
[‘*Illl‘lt't‘I"» stomach when smoke
appears on the honzon. What vou
are imagining is simply a moment in
the history of lowa

I'he Midwestern tallgrass prairie
stretching from eastern Nebraska,
Kansas and South Dakota to Ohio
was at certain imes of the vear a
tinderbox. Settlers feared the prairie
fire and they developed a strategy for
survival. They burned firebreaks
around theirr homesteads, but never
did so alone; they knew all about
backfires — just when and where to
start them; they often plowed fur
rows around their houses.

Grass fires played a big role in
maintaining the open, treeless
praine. These fires may have been
started by Lightning. Some
authornties feel the native Amencans
burned large areas of praine to
Improve pasturage or to encourage

for bison to
| men could

an early crop of gras:
graze. But a few thousan

not keep the huge grassland burned;
in the hinal analysis, Nature probably
contrnived to strike the match

As important as fires were in keep-
ing the praine treeless, they did not
cause the praine. The cause was a
hot, dry spell called the xerothermic
peniod, which lasted tor several thou-
sand vears. In more recent imes, the
climate has turned again cool and
moist. This change encourages trees
to grow, and they don’t mind at all
growing in our prairies. If we do not
wish to have a voung forest in
twenty vears, we must remstitute
prairie tires. Therefore, each spring,
prairie managers burn a portion of
each state-owned prairie

[0 keep out woody species is only
one reason for burning prairies
most prairie plants have evolved in
the presence of fire and are depen-
dent on peniodic burns. Last yvear, |
burned one-half of a hill praine in a
central lowa preserve I'he day of the
fire | counted three dned stalks of
purple coneflowers from the previ-
ous year. The burn happened with-
out incident. Imagine my joy when |
returned i Jalvy to see 3N Purp]v
coneflowers where | had burned!

|

Nature

A Dark and
Stormy Night

By Dean M

It was a dark and stormy night
vou Know, the kind where yvou want
to rush and jump into your parent’s
bed — the kind where even the dog
runs from the thunder to hide under
the bed . It was that kind ol night
where hightning illuminated the land-

.I'I{t NIs(T

scape and the claps of thunder were
thrnlhing and scarv all at once

It was a dark and stormy might all
nght, and the mother bobwhite had
SIX precious reasons to be uneasy. It
was only vesterday that her six tiny
chicks had emerged from their eggs,
atter an incubation penod of 23 days
Yesterday thev had seemed so inde-
pendent. Bobwhites and their close
relatives, such as partndges, pheas-
ants and domeshc chickens, are able
to run atter their parents and even
peck and scratch tor tood within a
few hours of hatching. However, in
the tace of the raging storm, the six
chicks sought protection huddled
close under their mother's wings
['he lightening lit up the woodland
like mid-day The thunder clashes
made the little birds huddle even
closer I'he mother bobwhite thought
the dark and stormy night would
never end. But end it did, and the
next morning tound the parents and
only tive otfspring searching fo
msects and seeds in a shrubby hield
in southern lowa. The bnght sun and
gentle breeze made the tamily soon
forget about the ordeal of the prevr
ous night. The father bobwhite, com-
monly called the cock, F\l"l"‘l d wary
eye tor danger. The family group, o
covey, felt safe in this ancient south-
ern lowa landscape with its acres ol
sumac, bhittersweet, mulberry, wild
rose and dogwood. For the moment
al least, all was well in the world of
the seven bobwhites
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Danger to wild creatures comes
from all quarters. To the unwary bob-
white, danger may come in the form
of a Cooper’s hawk, great-horned
owl, striped skunk or snake. To help
avoid these dangers, the covey
spends the night in a circle with tails
together and many pairs of eyes
keeping watch. All the precautions
available did not help, however, and
one August evening a dusk-foraging,
great-horned owl reduced the num-
ber of young in the covey to four. The
remaining six bobwhites spent the
remainder of the summer and early
fall successfully fending off any new
threats, and foraging in the weedy
successional fields which formed
their ternitory. On each side were ter-
ritories of other coveys which often
called back and forth and even
shared a common-ground roost
many evenings. They ventured into
the newly harvested fields where
they feasted on the fallen crop and
weed seeds.

In the fall, a new form of danger
arose. Suddenly the fields, so lonely
and forgotten most of the year, were
now nearly alive with hunters and
their hunting dogs, coursing the
fields with the hope of flushing a
covey of bobwhites. The first day the
covey of six bobwhites narrowly
escaped when the big pointer
betrayed their location. The cock bird
became nervous and the entire covey
Hlushed before the hunter was in a
good position. The explosive, bomb-
like exit startled both dog and hunter,
even though both had seen it hun-
dreds of times before. The late shot
hit only vegetation, and the covey
flew safely across a gentle valley and

regrouped to the time-tested call of
the old birds. The covey had another
narrow escape a week later, but the
hunter’s foot, breaking a dry twig,
signaled danger and the covey once
again flushed to safety across the val-
ley: The covey became more and
more wise to the ways of survival
and all lived to see the end of the
hunting scason. Peace again
returned to the world of the six-
member famuly.

Fall gave way to early winter and
the unpredictable lowa weather. In
late November, a sudden ice storm
struck. For two davs, rain ]‘Ir:“t‘d the
landscape and immediately changed
to ice. The covey huddled in a sumac
patch near a ravine, unable to forage
for food. When the sun finally
melted the ice and freed the tamily,
only four were able to escape and,
though thin from hunger, recovered
by feeding ravenously on weed seeds
in nearby fields.

In early December, a goshawk
from Canada took up residence in a
pine grove within the terntory of the
covey. The old birds knew all about
hawks and were very cautious, giv-
ing wide berth to this northern
visitor. Bul one morning the nervous
voungsters flushed directly in front
of this steel-gray bird, This was a
fatal mistake tor one of the remaining
youngsters who was picked off in

flight by the fleet raptor. This left the
parents and one young from the
spring hatch. Fortunately, the
remainder of the winter was unusu-
ally mild and the family grew fatin
the weed fields and waited for
spring,.

In late spring, the remaining
voungster was setting on eggs at the
L*dgc of a field. Her mate was close
by, lazing in the warm spring sun
This was their first nest, but they
instinctively knew exactly where to
build. She patiently incubated; he
patiently stood watch; peace was at
hand in southern lowa. On the big
day, the day of hatching, the sun was
bright, the sky deep blue, everything
was night in the world of the new
covey. A few fast-moving clouds
went by unnoticed. A brisk wind a
few hours later caused the parents to
worry and look for good cover. The
darkening sky caused the hen to call
her young close and they huddled
under her wings. Then Nature, in all
her tury, broke loose; it became a
dark and stormy night — vou know
the kind — where you want to rush
and jump into your parent’s bed,
where lightening illuminates the
landscape and the claps of thunder
are thrilling and scary all at once. The
hen pulled her little family closer
under her wings, fearing the night
would never end.
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WETLANDS
CLASSIC

May 2, 1987

[he Wetlands Classic 1s
the premier tund-raising
event for the lowa Natural
Heritage Foundation’s
speaal program, Wetlands
For lowa. This unique
event 1s truly a class event
featuring art demonstra
tions, auchion of onginal
art, auction of special “out-
door adventures” and auc-
tions of other high-quality
iems ““t'!t‘th'd lowa art-
1Ists will create full-color
original art pieces while
those attending the Wet-
lands Classic enjoy the art-
1st’s talent and creativity
Fach artist will submit an
additional original
tt't'.ltl'd 11 l*l'nuf (8] 11."‘.1_'['
lands For lowa. Both full-
color and pencl onginals
from each artist will be
auctioned atter dinner.

[he 1987 Wetlands Clas-
sic will be held in Des
Moines at the Wakonda
Club, Mav 2, 1987. Doors
open at 5:30 p.m. with the
art demonstration and
other festivities beginning
nH::l‘er.m.

Your check for $150
gives you a prime rib din-
ner for two, $100 member-
ship in the Wetlands For
lowa Program, and a
signed/numbered print by
Paul Bndgford, artist of
the vear and two-time
winner of three lowa wild-
life stamp contests. All
proceeds from the Wet-
lands Classic will be used
for the conservation of
lowa wetlands. The Wet-
lands For lowa Program

24

ublizes the funds from the
t'L.IHHlt ..l”ki Htl'lt"! events to
save and restore valuable
wetlands in lowa
I'he lowa Natural Hen-
tage Foundation and 1its
Wetlands For lowa Pro-
gram has conserved 12
wetland areas totaling
1,69 acres in lowa since
1980. The Wetlands For
lowa Program is presently
working on several addr-
tional wetland projects in
need of funding, The goal
of Wetlands For lowa is to
raise one milhon dollars
for wetland conservation
bv December, 1989
Wetlands are the nchest
and most productive of all
natural habitats in lowa
From small aquatic marsh-
life to the mighty Canada
goose, wetlands provide a
home for a great vaniety ol
lowa wildlife. Cnitical to
migrating waterfowl and
winter protection to wild-
lite like pheasants, our
wetlands are home to over
200 wild species and pro-
vide a welcome refuge to
humans.
For more mformation
on Wetlands tor lowa or to
receive tickets to the Wet-
lands Classic contact
Wetlands for lowa
Program

lowa Natural Heritage
Foundation

Insurance Exchange
Building

505 Fitth Avenue,
Suite 1005

Des Momes, 1A 50309

515/288- 1846

Free

Fishing Days

JUNE 6 AND 7, 1987

Sport iishing license re-
quirements have been
waived for residents ol
lowa on Saturdavy and
Sundav, June 6 and 7
1987. This two-day penod
of free fishing has been set
aside by the Department
of Natural Resources in
recognition of both Na-
tional and State Fishing
Week, June 1-7. In signing
the State Fishing Week
|"r'm|mm|lu‘nr1, Governor
Branstad recognized that
tishing 1s an established
recreational tradition
rooted deeply in the hearts
of our atizenry, and pro-
motes respect for our na-
thon's natural waters, wil-
derness and wildhite.

Al last count, twelve
states have .ldﬂ;‘h'tl the
free fishing day concept
Free fishing days are a per-
fect time to trv hishing. It
vou alreadv hsh, it 1s an
excellent opportunity to
stimulate vour fmends to

Stale “l.-“uu,

F et Oy artinsul

g0 with vou and teach
them about an enjoyable
experience. There are sev-
eral good reasons to pro-
mote fishing. Fishing is
fun, it is a ifehime activity,
it puts participants out-ol-
doors and in touch with
nature, 1t 1s an mnexpensive
sport, it develops imndivid-
ual skills, and promotes

Fishing clinics for youth and beginning anglers are sched-
uled during Free Fishing Days, June 6 and 7.




companionship between
family and friends.
Remember, all laws re-
garding size limits, bag
limits, etc. must be
obeyed. Beginning
anglers should familiarize
themselves with the laws
pertaining to sport fishing
by obtaining a copy of the
lowa 1987 fishing regula-
tions brochure available
from all fishing license
outlets such as county re-
corders, sporting goods
stores and Department of
Natural Resources offices.
For youth and begin-
ning anglers, DNR
fisheries personnel are
helping sponsor fishing
clinics during free fishing
days. Clinics will be con-
ducted on June 6 at
Spencer, Davenport, Mus-
catine, Clear Lake, Willow
Lake (Harrison County),
Cold Springs Lake (Cass
County), Osborne Park
(Clayton County) and Du-
buque Riverview Park.
Clinics to be held June 7
include those at Fairfield
and Silver Lake (Delaware
County). Contact DNR
tisheries personnel for de-
tails on these and other
clinics to be held this year.
Most of the clinics have
five stations. The partici-
pants move from station to
station as a group until all
stations have been visited.
The stations last 20 to 30
minutes and cover mate-
rial on fish identification,
fish cleaning, tackle types,
casting, water safety and
fishing laws.
This year take the time
to rediscover the good
times of fishing!
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DIARY

How Are You Doing?

By [erry Hotlwen

It was a really dark night as | came
north from Keokuk and crossed the
Devil Creek bndge just south of Fort
Madison. | noticed an lllinois car
parked on the new access area the
county conservation board had
created trom the old roadbed. “Musl
be some night ishermen,” | thought;
but as | checked around, | couldn’t
find a soul. The cartop carners and
the marks on the bank told me they
must have gone down the creek
| here was not much hshing water
Lupstream It chidn’t take long to go
home and get my Gruman sportboal
| always kept it hanging upside-
down in my garage, so it loaded in
seconds. | told my ‘--]l't‘l“. wife where
| was ZOINg and that it would be late
when | got home. She mumbled and
rolled over to 0 back to '=|t't‘}“’

NOt vet a sign of them when |
returmed. It was after midmght when
| shd the boat down the bank and
started to |’4I11-“l' I'he moon came
out almost on call and lit up the nve
beautifully. Too well, as a matter of
facl | had to move over to one side
o stay 1in the shadows of the over
hanging trees. | was about halfway to
the mouth when all of a sudden
KERSPLOSH! The water erupted
right in front of me. I'll bet | jumped
three teet. [hid someone jump into
the river at me? Silence came as the
nipples spread out all around... then |
realized, | must have paddled quietly
right up on Papa beaver and he duti
fully sounded the alarm of the
approaching danger to the rest of his
clan (to say nothing of almost scaring
a warden to death)

[ he stillness settled on the nver
once again, and | continued on. [t
was a long paddle, picking my way
through the dark shadows, sculling
my paddle to move quietly. Ahead |
could see a _&:h w as | came around

WARDEN'’S

the last bend, and | could make out
the outline of a boat. As | quietly
neared, | could see the three men in
the boat were busy trving to land a
fish trom a imb-lhine hanging from a
snag in the middle. (Point of law
trotlines must be set from shore and
visible above the waterline.)

| had to come out of the shadows
to get to them, but no one noticed or
heard me as | approached. As a mat-
ter of fact, | sculled nght up along-
side. As | put one toot over in therr
boat to hold on, | turned on my light
and said, “Warden here — how are
vou boys doing tomeht?” 1t yvou
thought that beaver scared me, vou
should have seen the reacthion of
those three! The one took almost hve
minutes to get his breath, and that
scared me just a hittle bit, | hadn’l
meant to scare them at all. [ wall
never torget his panting words, “You

know, vou just as well shoot a man as

scare hum to death!” | am more care
ful now!

Later that summer, | was trving to
do just that one night on the lower
Skunk River. | had seen lights flash-
ing trom the river and had moved
down to watch. They were running
way too many lines — vou are only
allowed hive lines with a total of hi
teen hooks per person. | had come
past Lhetr car by a cabin with two
young boys sleeping in the back. It
was alter midnight again, so | knew
they would eventually be returning
to dock there. It wasn't too |ul1:¢;
betore they came motoring up the
river without a sign of boat hghts
['his ime, not wanting to scare them
too badly, I deaded to back up to the
cabin and stand in the shadow ot the
cabin’s nightlight. Only one of them
came from the nver to the cabin
porch. I recognized him as he
climbed the steps, and | called him

bv name. | he reachhon was instan-
taneous, “Warden, Go, Go, Warden!”
'’he motor on the nver started as he
jumped trom the steps like a gazelle
and took ot on a dead run. | caught
him by the arm when he stopped on
the edge of the high bank. He threw
the dishpan tull of trotlines in the
river. I'he boat had roared out into
the darkness, but the headlamp he
was wearing shined down on the
floating dishpan spinning on the
water below. Betore | could j_:lt"f o
go0d grp he jumped, teet hirst
landing smack-dab on top of that
pan. He was still tryving to sk the
evidence, | guess. He came up sput-
tering and coughing. [he water was
deeper than he thought, and 1t was
obvious he couldn’t swim. “I've got
myv watch on,” was all | could think
of as I got ready to go in atter him
Another sweep of my hght revealed
another boat bied oft a tew teet from
him. [ jumped down and shoved the
boat back to him. When he crawled
up H}t'! the back of that old boat, he
was a sight! His headlamp hung to
one side, he was coughing and

W |h'l;'f'||l:.:, and the hooks and hines
from that pan had wrapped and
hooked into his pants and legs. He
was a sorry sight. “Help me, Jerry
help me. I'm sorry!” What could | |
do? I got him up to his car and was
unhooking the hooks when his part-
ner finally hgured out there was no
place he could go that | couldn’t lind
him and came back. They were both
pretty sheepish, and the one was
very embarrassed in front of his

hti'a -

| have often thought about them

wondering what was going through
their minds, and | have also given a
lot of thought to how | could have l
done that differently. But, at least, | :
hadn’t scared them to death!
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Due largely to a windpipe that can
be measured in teet instead of inches
the swans have been endowed with
an amazingly extensive repertoire
that ranges trom goose-like honkings
to sounds stnkingly simular to the
distant baying of hounds. At times
the notes closely resemble those of an
army bugle, though curiously hollow
and more resonate in tone Uplitting
vet at the same ime, mournful. At
any rate, once vou've been treated to
the exaited clamor of northbound
swans cleaving their wayv through an
April sky, the expenence will be
forever burned upon your memon

All told, there are nine different
vaneties of swans, and in addition to
their peculiar voices, the group is
perhaps best known for its snow-
white plumage, graceful movements,
and regal bearing. Swans are also
noted for their size, and represent
the world’s largest waterfow]

'he most impressive member of
this tamily 1s the majestic trumpeter
Stnctly North American in range, an
adult male may tip the scales at

On an adult
frumpeter swan
(previous page) the
black bill and eyes
are in direct contrast
to its smow white
plumage. The
distinctive “lipstick
line” 1s clearly
visible.

Once in grave danger
of extinction the
trumpeter swan
population now
nears 10,000 and 1s
climbing.

nearly 40 pounds, and with a wing-
span approaching eight feet is easily
among the largest of flying birds.

A half century ago, the world came
dangerously close to losing its
trumpeter swans. When only about
1000 birds were tallied during a
1930's survey, it did appear, at least in
a higurative sense, as if this magnifi-
cent creature was indeed singing its
Swan song,.

Historically, trumpeter swans had

enjoyed a fairly wide distnibution and
occurred throughout the Midwest

ha"

and prairie Canada, as well as a por-
tion of the Northwest Territories and
Alaska. As with many wildlife spe-
cies, the trumpeter swan's problems
began when European immigrants
began to invade the continent’s mid-
section during the first half of the
19th century. When settlers first
arrived on the prairie-marsh complex
of northern lowa, nesting trumpeters
were a frequent sight — but not for
long,.

Whenever possible, the big birds
were relentlessly pursued for food

and feathers, and without the beneht

of bag limits or seasons, their num
bers soon began to wane. (During,
the 1800’s tens of thousands of swan
skins were sold to commeraal mar
kets in the U.S. and Canada. The
bird’s quills were used to make writ-
ing pens, and the softer feathers
were converted to ladies” powder
pufts.) The wholesale destruction ot
fragile wetland breeding habitats
soon followed. By the late 1800°s the
bird had become extremely rare in
lowa, and the last known nesting
occurred in Hancock County in 1883

hroughout its known range the
trumpeter swan expenenced similar
ditficulties coping with man. And
although modem authonties teel
trumpeter numbers never actually
dipped as low as a mere 100 birds, h
they do agree that the species was in
a world of hurt.

loday, however, conservationists
have a much brighter outlook on
what the future may hold for
America’s trumpeters. Currently,
state and federal conservation agen-
cies as well as pnivate organizations,
such as the Trumpeter Swan bociety,
are engaged in an aggressive restora- e
tion program aimed at returning the "
number of breeding swans to a more
desirable level. As a result of these




continuing efforts the trumpeter
swan (like the giant Canada goose) is
now returning to much of its former
range. Best estimates place the conti-
nental population at 10,000 trum-
peters and climbing,

Although the lowa Department of
Natural Resources has not embarked
upon a swan restoration program of
its own, the department’s nongame
personnel have not ruled out the pos-
sibility of such a project in the future.
Swans from Minnesota, and possibly
elsewhere, are now occurning here as
migrants, and waterfowl enthusiasts
are hopeful that it’s just a question ot
time until a trumpeter nest can again
be seen in lowa.

As trumpeter numbers continue to
prosper, wildlife enthusiasts are
hopeful that the term “swan song”
will adopt a new meaning — mark-
ing not the passing, but rather the
triumph of the world’s most majestic
waterfowl species.

Lowell Washburn 1s an imformation
specialist located in Clear Lake. He has
been with the department since 1984.

By Lowell Washburn

T'he elegant tundra swan (formerly
called whistling swan) regularly
occurs in lowa as both a spring and
fall migrant. Among the most widely
traveled of waterfowl, the species
nests primarily along the treeless,
windswept tundras of Canada’s
Northwest Territories and Alaska’s
north slope.

As shorter days and cooler
weather signal the end of summer,
swan families torm into larger flocks
for the fall migration. This fight is a
generally southeastward movement
that does not terminate until the
birds reach the Atlantic seaboard.
Here the flocks winter from the
Chesapeake Bay south through the
Carolinas.

The migration of the tundra swan
represents one of nature’s most awe-
inspiring feats of aerial navigation. A
monumental test of endurance, it
leads the bird on a 7,000 mile round
trip journey that is not only north to
south, but spans the entire continent
from east to west as well.

During April, tundra swans make
brief stops for fuel and rest on the
natural marshes and temporary sheet
water areas of north-central and

TUNDRA SWANS

northwestern lowa. During this time,
the birds are extremely vocal and
prone to engage in spectacular court-
ship displays and battles. The great-
est concentrations of tundra swans
take place in fall, primarily along the
Upper Mississippi River. One of the
best places to find swans during,
November is just above the lowa bor-
der where the population peaked at
13,000 birds in 1985, and at 20,000 in
1986.

During recent years Dr. Bill Sladen
of Johns Hopkins University has
begun marking tundra swans with
large numbered, plastic neck collars.
Much of this work has taken place on
the wintenng grounds at Lake Mat-
tamuskeet along the coast of North
(Carolina. These bandings have
shown that Mattamuskeet swans
regularly use lowa as a stopover dur-
ing migration. Although no tundra
swans may nest within a thousand
miles of our state, the food and sanc-
tuary provided here, and on other
Midwestern wetlands, represent a
vital link in the life cycle of this
remarkable traveler. The tundra swan
is just one example of why the pro-
tection of local wetlands becomes a
matter of national significance.

These tundra swans were photographed near Mason City but had been
banded a short time before in North Carolina.
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What is Quality Fishing?

Early morning anglers sometimes
catch glimpses of other visitors.

My 10b as hishenes biologist has
enabled me to be mvolved in hun
dreds of discussions and stores con-
cerning hshing. One of the
most-used terms | have heard in

these numerous dehiberabions about

hishimg 1s “quahty.” “It sure was a
quality expenence,” and “Now, that's
quality iishing,” are Thuiu- nt superla-
hves used to describe many hshine
"'.'IF"'-h

| telt it was important for me to

listen intently in order to understand

what quality hshing 1s. Understand-
ing this concept would give me an
opportunity to provide lowa anglers

with the kKind of hshing they really
want. | heretore, | have histened with
oreat interest to the hshing stones |
have heard in order to answer the
question, “What is quality fishing?
Qualty fishing may be tishing a
favorite water habitat or special area
such as a pond, large reservoir, natu-
ral lake, large nver or small stream
Perhaps such things as clear water
pleasing landscape, and viewing
ity angling
experience lor many people

wildiite are part of a qua

Some people may wish to fish
.III. ne als Ny d St |Ild.il.'t.i el _il Ol
stream, while some people involve
the company of tamilies and close
iriends or making new acquaintances
as their idea ot tishing quality. Other
anglers may find competition fishing
or relaxing around the camptire at
night the segment of their hshing
experience that i1s the most reward-
Ing

Some people’s idea of quality tish-
ing may be dropping a dry fly at
Prec 1Isely the correct locathion with
perfect form, while others may cher-
1sh the simplicity of a cane pole. For
some, wading along a stream bank or
lazily dangling a toot off a dock and
hoping to catch an unsuspecting fish
s the ultimate quahty angling experi-
ence. There are also those anglers
who are exated about iishing out of a
bass boat loaded with speaalized
high technological angling equip-
ment

| he hish themselves are an M pPor-
tant part of the angling expenence
Quality hishing for some 1s hshing to
put food on the table, but another
angler’s idea of qualhty 1s releasing
the catch to hight another day. Some
I\"l.‘~1|'ll,' are thrilled by calg }!H"I‘.i ATt
numbers of panfish, w hile others
have their day made as a result ot a
single catch of a trophy fish. Quality
for others mav be a mixed i: al
catching a unique species of hsh

Perhaps the most appropriate

answer to the -.[itrulwn What 1s -,{H.l|-

ity hishing™ can be interpreted from

the saving “beauty 1s in the eve of the

beholder.” Quality 1s detined ditter
ently by vanous people

Fishenes biologists recognize that
quality hishing experiences are
varied. Theretore, we manage lowa's
fishery resource in a manner that
provides the opportunity for anglers
to enjoy ditterent guality hshing
expernences. Angling opportunities
are provided through fish stocking
research, management and regula-
tions. Access development, new lake
construchon, lake and stream rejuve-
nation, hshing education and
resource prote hon also Proy ide
anglers the Opportunity to pursue
their favorite form ot quahity hshing

hrough the stories and discus-
sions of anglers, | have determuned
that quality fishing 1s essentially
vaned angling expenences. | have
also tound that these expenences
may change trom day to day depend-
ing on the objectives ot a particular
fishing trip. There 1s perhaps only
one true common ground that I have
been able to pick out from all the
different definitions ot quality fish-
g, and that is fiishing is fun

Steve Warters is the southeast district
fisheries supervisor located at Brighton
He holds an M.S. degree from the Ui
versitv of Missourt and has been woith the
departiment for 14 years




T'he young anglers at left may have a different idea
about “quality fishing” than the stream fisherman
below.

lowa's fishery resource is
managed in a manner that
provides the opportunity for
anglers to enjoy different
quality fishing experiences.
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