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FISHING FORECAST

It should be an exciting and rewarding year for anglers
Information has been solicited from

in lowa this year.

fisheries biologists, with an aim to shorten the time
between bites. Here are their predictions for the 1956

fishing season.
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LARGEMOUTH BASS

Mississippi River anglers reported
that the 12-inch minimume-size limit
on bass has meant a greater numbe
and larger sizes of bass caught. As
with most angling on the river, water
clanity and water levels will dictate
angling success. Top bass areas in the
southern reach of the river are Big
[tmber, Cleveland Slough, Hidden
Acres, and Bogus Island backwaters
in Pool 17; Huron Island and lower
Burnt Pocket backwaters in Pool 18;
Burlington Island, riprap shores and
stream mouths in Pool 19

Coralville Reservoir (Johnson Co.)
and Pleasant Creek (Linn Co.) are
lakes of a different color, but both will
produce excellent fishing. Coralville’s
fishing success is directly related to
water level and clarity. When water
conditions are good, tons of action
can be expected from the many bass
that live along the rock ledges, points
and bays. Pleasant Creek bass run
16 to 20 inches in that crvstal clear
impoundment. Atter spring warm-
up, fishing in the deeper water
seems to produce best results.

lop bets for bigger bass are Rath
bun Reservoir (Appanoose Co.) and
lakes Darling (Washington Co.) and
Hawthorn (Mahaska Co.). Addi-
tional top bass lakes include Miami
(Monroe Co.), Odessa (Louisa Co.),
l[owa (lowa Co.) and Geode (Henry
=)

CRAPPIE

[he top crappie llnpuul‘ldr‘twnh N

terms of numbers and size (9to 12

iInches) are Coralville Reservoir, Lake

Darling and Lake Odessa. Anglers
fishing Darling should pay strict
attention to the buoys, which mark
man-made fish attracting structure
and to the deeper water near the
dam, both before and after the crap-
pie spawn. Fallen trees and stump
fields at Lake Odessa are good pro-
ducers. Sand Run through Horse-
shoe Bend and Yankee Chute are
consistent hot Spots and Fox Pond,
the inlet, and outlet areas are good
when water 1s moving in spring
and fall.

Rathbun Reservoir continues to be

a good cra ppie lake. A 1985 creel
surveyv showed that 88,000 7- to 12-
inch crappie were harvested by

anglers. There will also be good num-

bers of seven- to eight-inch fish to
catch at Lakes Hawthorn, Miamu,

and Wapello. Crappie angling on the

Mississippi River for 8- to 11-inch
crappie should be good in the same
backwaters where great bass fishing
can be found. Fish hold tight to
stumps, logs and brush in June, July
and October. Crappie will be sus-
pended in open water areas with
deep holes (Big Timber) in August
and September.

BLUEGILL

Survey netting reveals that Lake
Odessa will have another banner
year for hand-size bluegill, with lots
of fish reaching eight inches. The
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Ron Johnson
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crappie areas plus the large stands of
water lilies will offer great bluegill
action. Red Haw (Lucas Co.) will
again produce excellent catches of
seven- to nine-inch bluegills and ten-
inch trophies are available to seal a
memorable trip. The Mississippi
River is always a great bluegill pro-
ducer around the same areas that
good crappie and bass angling exists.

Additional lakes in which six-inch-
plus bluegill can be taken are Lum-
bach and Railroad (Scott Co.),
Hawthorn (over 10,000 harvested in
1985), Miami and Shimek Forest
ponds (Lee Co.).

CHANNEL CATFISH

Southeast lowa is a paradise for
channel catfish anglers. The cage cat-
fish and maintenance stocking pro-
grams have established excellent
catfish populations in almost all lowa
lakes. The following lakes are guar-
anteed catfish havens: Rathbun (all
sizes including many lunkers),

Miami, Wapello, Morris (Lucas Co.),
Darling, Odessa, Geode, Pollmiller
(Lee Co.), Belva Deere (Keokuk Co.),
lowa and Coralville Reservoir.

A 1984 increase in the minimum
commercial size for channel catfish
on the Mississippi will mean more
13- to 16-inch fish on the stringer for
sport fishermen. The fastest fishing
will occur during the hot weather of
August and September. Stinkbaits
and nightcrawlers fished above wing
dams and rip-rapped islands offer
good results. The biggest fish are
caught during the June spawning
period in shallow rock areas and
stump fields. The Wapsi, Skunk,
Cedar, Des Moines and lowa are
excellent rivers to find a secluded
spot in which to fill a stringer and
enjoy nature.

WALLEYE

The Mississippi River has to be
one of the best walleye and sauger
fisheries anywhere. Peak fishing

periods are March and April, August
and September, and November and
December. The best fishing areas are
tailwaters and around wing dams.
Although one- to three-pound fish
dominate the catch, trophy fish are
readily available.

Top impoundments for walleye
are Rathbun and Macbride (Johnson
Co.). Many anglers feel that several
state record fish are haunting Rath-
bun Reservoir and a trophy catch is
often the rule. Macbride’s walleye
average more than two pounds and
are most often taken on crankbaits
and jig and minnow combinations.

OTHER SPECIES

Although several area lakes have
received tiger musky stockings,
Hawthorn and Rathbun have the
best populations. Creel clerks at
Hawthorn and netting crews at Rath-
bun report good numbers of trophy
fish.

Bullhead enthusiasts will want to
include trips to Darling, Odessa and
river backwater areas to catch this
cooperative fish.

The Skunk (Washington, Jefterson,
Henry, and Des Moines Co.), lowa
(Louisa Co.), Cedar (Louisa Co.) and
Wapsipincon (Clinton and Scott Co.)
Rivers are favorites for flathead catfish
anglers. Large chubs or a gob of
worms work well. Fish deep holes in
summer and fall and around bridge
pilings for trophy fish.

White bass angling should be great
at Rathbun and the Mississippi River.
Most fish will range from 10 to 15
inches and this spirited fish is often
found in arm-tiring numbers.

Paddlefish snagging is most produc-
tive in the Mississippi River tailwa-
ters and below dams at Oakland
Mills (Skunk River) and Ottumwa
(Des Moines River).

FARM PONDS

Farm pond fishing for largemouth
bass, bluegill, and channel catfish is
so productive that it warrants special
attention. These mini-lakes produce
more large fish than any other water
type and are great places to begin the
new fishing season. Keep in mind,
you will be fishing on private prop-
erty, which requires the owner’s per-
mission. The utmost respect is due
the landowner.

STATE LIBRARY OF IOWA

Histerical Building
DES MOINES, IOWA 50319
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Southwest

H_u Joe Schwartz
Dustrict Fisheries Supervisor

WIPERS

On May 21, 1981, an aircraft
arnved In Imm from northern Texas
with a shipment of small fish des-
tined to pmridu excitement to lowa
anglers. This first of a series of annual
stockings of “wipers”, a hybrid
between white bass and ocean
striped bass, initiated what has
proven to be a successtul and popu-
lar new trophy fishery in central
lowa. Saylorville Reservoir (Polk Co.)
IS our unl}' lake to date which has
received this hybrid, but the fish
have moved upstream as far north
as Fort Dodge and south to Red
Rock Reservoir,

January of 1986 produced a new
state record of 81b 7 0z, and Tom
Putnam, the area biologist, looks for
a ten pounder to be taken this year.

Report cards completed by anglers
indicate that, although they can be
caught anytime during the open-
water season, one of the best times is
during the spring from mid-April to
mid-May. Best spots to catch hybrids
in the past have been below Saylor-
ville, Scott Street and Center Street
dams, and they should be good again
this year. The lowhead dams in
Boone county should also be good.

Hybrids can be taken on a variety
of baits, but lead-head jigs and twist-
er tails seem to be the most consistent.

CRAPPIE

The biggest and best crappie will
come from central lowa’s two flood
control reservoirs. Saylorville and
Red Rock both have crappies up to
two pounds, but success will vary
with water conditions. Stable or
slowly rising, clear water provides
the best fishing conditions at these
two reservoirs. Crappie fishing can
be fantastic or terrible depending on
water and weather. Lake Icaria
(Adams Co.) should be good for
crappie in the 8- to 13-inch range.
Most will be ten inches. This popular
lake suffered from serious siltation
and muddy water in 1984 which
ruined fishing that year. Fish condi-
tion, which had declined in 1984,

4

Ken Formanek

bounced back in 1985, although fish-
ing proved to be slow. This was prob-
ably a result of large amounts of
natural food produced in 1985 avail-
able to the fish. With good water in
1986 the lake will return to excellent
fishing. For the most fun, use ultra-
lite gear and tiny white or yellow jigs
or minnows. Fish brushy or rocky
areas near shores in the spring. Crap-
pie move to deeper water as the sea-
son progresses when drift fishing in
10-15 feet of water is productive.

Big Creek should be hot for crappie
again this year. Two sizes of fish will
be taken. Most fish belong to the
1983 year class and are nine to ten
inches. About ten percent of the tish
are 11 to 12 inches.

Other good crappie lakes include
Anita (Cass Co.), Roberts Creek
(Marion Co.), Viking (Montgomery
Co.), Greenfield (Adair Co.),
Meadow (Adair Co.), Nodaway
(Adair Co.), Willow (Harrison Co.),
Thayer (Union Co.), Wilson (Taylor

Co.), and Windmill (Taylor Co.)
Lakes. All lakes contain good num-
bers of nice crappie and should pro-
vide lots of fish.

Don Williams (Boone Co.) and
Green Valley (Union Co.) both have
good crappie fishing, but many of the
fish are borderline keepers.

LARGEMOUTH BASS

Farm ponds offer thousands of
acres of uncrowded, fish-filled water
in the region. Many of these small
reservoirs contain lunker bass, and
spring is the time to catch them.
Farm ponds typically warm faster
than larger lakes and for those bass
fishermen anxious to get the season
underway, a farm pond is the place to
try first. Bass grow big in ponds and
the chance of catching a trophy is
excellent.

Bass fishing is also best in the
spring in public lakes, but tapers oft
through the hot summer months.

e e IS

Vi
dl

lal
|'E

lal

+ht

Tn'



Ve

the

ter

d

oft

Twelve Mile (Union Co.) is the latest
lake to enter the bass fishing scene in
SW lowa. This 630-acre lake, located
four miles east of Creston, received a
generous stocking of large bass from
ponds in the watershed following
heavy rains. Last year local fisher-
men took numerous bass greater
than the 14-inch length limit.

Several other area lakes have pro-
vided good bass fishing in the past
and there isn’t any reason to think
they won'’t again this year. Older
lakes like Green Valley, Nine Eagles
(Decatur Co.), Thayer, Viking, Easter
(Polk Co.), and Anita all have popu-
lations of good-sized bass. Saylorville
and Three Fires (Taylor Co.) can be
good at times depending on water
quality. Both can be very turbid
though. Prairie Rose (Shelby Co.)
and Ahquabi (Warren Co.) were both
drained in 1981, restocked with bass
in 1982, and have good numbers of
keeper bass.

BLUEGILL

The outlook for bluegill fishing in
the region looks bright again this
year. The biggest fish will be taken
from Big Creek, Anita and Icaria.
Lots of fish from seven to nine inches
are at all three lakes. Other area lakes
with fish in the six- to eight-inch cate-
gory include Willow, Meadow,
Greenfield, Viking, Hickory Grove
(Story Co.), Don Williams, Walnut
Creek Marsh (Ringgold Co.), Twelve
Mile, and Nine Eagles.

Bluegills can be caught with
worms, small spinners, jigs and flies.
Late May is the best time to catch

them concentrated on their spawning

beds. They can be located by follow-
ing the shoreline and looking for the
telltale swirls bluegills made while
protecting their nest. Later in the
year, the edge of weedbeds produce
in the mornings and evenings. Drift-
fishing in deep water will take them
during midday.

CHANNEL CATFISH

All of our streams, including some
of the smaller ones, public lakes and
many farm ponds contain channel
catfish. Streams have natu rally repro-
ducing populations and all public
lakes are stocked heavily.

Catfish can be caught just about
any time of year, but the traditional

time 1s during the hot part of sum-
mer. Prepared bait, chicken liver and
nightcrawlers are some of the com-
mon baits used during this time and

work well on both lakes and streams.

Green Valley, Viking, Icaria or Big
Creek are good bets for lunker cats.
The Des Moines River is an excep-
tional catfish producer. The upper
end of Saylorville or Red Rock offer
some easy fish, although anywhere
on the Des Moines is good.

WALLEYE

We don’t have many walleye lakes
in southwest lowa, but the ones we
have are good. Big Creek and Icaria
both contain good populations of
walleyes. Most fish taken at these
two lakes are two pounds although
fish up to ten pounds are found in
both lakes. Saylorville Reservoir is
stocked with walleyes annually, but
they are difficult to catch from the
lake. Best success has been along the
face of the dam and on sandy points.

The vast majority of walleye taken
at Saylorville are caught below the
dam. Fishing is good from the spill-
way downstream to Des Moines.
Below Scott and Center Street dams
are periodically good for walleye.
North of Saylorville into Boone
County is also good for w alleye. Any
rocky area is good, but below the
lowhead dams is better.

BULLHEAD

We have four lakes that are loaded
with bullheads this year. They aren't
lunkers, averaging seven to nine
inches, and should be easily caught.
Rock Creek (Jasper), Prairie Rose,
Green Valley and Twelve Mile are the
places to try for bullheads.

OTHER SPECIES

T'he Des Moines River corridor
from Des Moines north to Boone
County contains some pretty nice
northern pike. Fish up to ten pounds
are commonly caught by walleye
fishermen. Using a twister and g
might produce a northern, walleye,
or wiper.

Flathead catfish also abound in our
larger rivers. The Des Moines is a
good place to try for a big one.
Flatheads demand live bait like big
chubs or green sunfish.

Ron Johnson

|Northwest

By Tom Gengerke
District Fisheries Supervisor
WALLEYE

The best walleye fishing will be
found on Spirit, East Okoboji and
Silver Lakes (Dickinson Co.), where
12- to 16-inch fish are common and
the opportunity to catch larger fish,
especially on Spirit and East Okoboyji,
i1s always present. The key to good
Spring fishing on Big Spirit is a late
ice-out followed by steadily increas-
Ing water temperatures.

According to survey information
there was excellent survival of the
1983 year class. Many of these fish
will be 12 inches or larger and will
contribute substantially to the creel
for the next two to three years. If
water is flowing out of Big Spirit and
into the north end of East Okoboyji,
anglers would be well advised to try
that area.

Silver Lake has a nice population
of harvestable walleyes due to main-
tenance stocking and increased over-
winter survival during the past four
winters. Springtime hotspots will

include the Island Area and Tra pper’s

Bay Inlet.

Clear Lake (Cerro Gordo Co.) may
also be a top walleye producer this
year. Many fish in the 12- to 16-inch
range were present last year and,
with good survival, should please
anglers this season.

River fishing for walleyes has been
excellent during the past four years
and from all indications, 1986 will
also be a producer. The Raccoon
River below Sac City, the Little Sioux
River in Buena Vista, Cherokee and

————— e L



Clay Counties, the Des Moines River
in Emmet County and the West Fork
of the Des Moines River from Rut
land to the Cornbelt Dam should be
especially good.

YELLOW PERCH

Last year, as predicted, was indeed
a year to remember for yellow perch
fishing. The return of normal water
levels during the early 1980’s allowed
for strong year-class development
during these years. This fishery will
continue through 1986 although the
catch rate may drop off slightly. The
best fishing will be found on Big
Spirit and West Okoboji. Activity will
start during June or July, around
weed beds, and will proceed into the
fall. Large numbers of 9- to 11-inch
perch were harvested from Spirit
during the fall of 1985. Small jigs
tipped with silver wigglers or wax-
worms are especially effective.

BULLHEAD
Black Hawk Lake (Sac Co.), Clear

Lake and Silver Lake will provide the
best bullhead fishing in northwest
lowa during 1986. Both of these lakes
are loaded with fish and should pro-
duce both quality and quantity.
Crawford Creek in Ida County is
another lake with a super population
of eight- and nine-inch bullheads that
are largely underfished. Many of
these areas are especially productive
after dark so bring your lantern.

CHANNEL CATFISH

Rivers and catfish go hand-in-hand
and excellent fishing will be available
in virtually all area rivers during
1986. The Little Sioux (Buena Vista,
Cherokee and Clay Co.), Big Sioux,
West Fork of the Des Moines (Emmet
and Humboldt Co.) and the lowa
River in Hardin County will be pre-
mier areas. The best fishing occurs
from June through September.

Excellent channel catfishing is also
available in many of our area lakes.
Lake Pahoja (Lyon Co.), Cornelia
(Wright Co.), Little Wall (Hamilton
Co.) and Black Hawk Lake will offer
some of the best fishing. My personal
choice for a real quality cat would be
East Okoboji and Storm Lake in
Buena Vista County. There were a
number of twenty pounders taken
last year so bring your heavy rod.

6
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MUSKELLUNGE

[t's the fish of a thousand casts —
or maybe just one! Activity usually
peaks in late June, early July and
again in late summer, with some
hard-core fishermen experiencing
good success again in late fall. Spint
[Lake has been the most consistent
producer during the past three years
and 1986 should be no exception. A
number of trophy-class (30-pound-
plus) fish will be caught this year
but not by the faint of heart. The
sporadic success on West Okoboji is
probably a function of somewhat
inconsistent effort on this lake. This
is the oldest musky population in
[owa and a state record is there. The
increase in natural vegetation and the
addition of artificial substrate in the
form of Berkley Fish Hab™, through
a cooperative project with the Upper
Great Plains Chapter of Muskies Inc.
and the lowa Conservation Commis-
sion helped to turn East Okoboy
“on” during 1985 and this should
continue during 1986.

NORTHERN PIKE

Good to excellent fishing can be
expected at Big Spirit, Tuttle and West
Okoboji Lakes. Recruitment has been
excellent during the past three years
and many fish in the two- to six-
pound class are available. Concen-
trate your effort around the rushes in
Anglers Bay and the weed line or
isolated pockets of vegetation in the
rest of Big Spirit. Flashy spoons are
particularly effective, along with
Mepps spinners, spinner baits with

)

hammered blades, Rapalas and live
chubs. The Winnebago River from
the state line to Mason City will also
provide river anglers with plenty of
excitement. River anglers should
watch for tributary streams or adja-
cent marshy areas since both of these
habitat types hold northern pike.

SMALLMOUTH BASS

[Lake smallmouth fishermen will
Start mr]y' and concentrate on rock
piles or rocky points. They’ll prefer
a shiner and fish it slowly. West
Okoboji and Spirit Lake both pro-
duce quality fish; however, more con-
sistent fishing can be expected on
West Okoboji. When water tempera-
tures rise, crankbaits are preferred.
River fishing, once the rivers begin to
stabilize, usually produces more fish
per trip, although they are seldom as
large as those taken in lakes. The
l[owa River from Alden to Eldora, the
Boone River in Hamilton County and
the Winnebago River from Fertile to
its confluence with the Shell Rock
offer some of l[owa’s finest nver
smallmouth bass fishing. Knowl-
edgeable anglers concentrate their
effort downstream from riftle areas,
near submerged timber and in deep
holes. One of the best approaches is
to tloat a stretch by canoe since it
allows access to remote areas. A 12-
inch minimum length limit applies
on all interior streams and a 14-inch
length limit is in effect for Big Spirit,
West Okoboji, East Okoboji, Upper
Gar, Lower Gar and Minnewashta
LLakes.
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LARGEMOUTH BASS

One of the hottest largemouth bass
fisheries in Iowa is Browns Lake near
Salix. Surveys conducted during 1985
showed a large population of 12- to
18-inch bass, as well as some lunkers
in the five-pound range. Blue Lake,
an oxbow lake near Onawa, has also
been producing some great bass fish-
ing although extensive vegetation
dictates the use of weedless spoons
and shallow running lures. The bass
population in Beeds Lake (Franklin
Co.) has developed nicely since the
1982 renovation. Briggs Wood and
Little Wall Lake, both in Hamilton
County, also support desirable bass
populations, as does Lake Pahoja in
Lyon County. Surveys conducted
during 1985 indicated 18 percent of
the bass population in Lake Pahoja
was larger than 14”. Fishermen
should concentrate on the fish attrac-
tors installed in Little Wall Lake and
the weed line in Briggs Wood. In all
cases, spinner baits and minnow-
imitating lures are proven producers.

BLUEGILL

One of the newest bluegill hot-
spots in lowa is Snyder Bend Lake
near Salix in Woodbury County. Sur-
veys conducted during 1985 revealed
large numbers of 6- to 9-inch bluegill
in this oxbow lake and judging from
the fishing which occurred this past
winter, fishermen found these fish
ready and willing to bite. Anglers
will find bluegills during late May
and early June when they are spawn-
ing near the emergent vegetation. A
small, Y64 ounce black or brown
leadhead will be tops for big gills at
this time of year. Badger Lake (Web-
ster Co.) has a good population of 6-
to 8-inch bluegill as does Beeds Lake,
Upper and Lower Pine (Hardin Co.),
West Okoboji and Lake Pahoja.
Crawford Creek in Ida County still
ranks as one of the most consistent
bluegill producing lakes in northwest
lowa. Vacationers to the lowa Great
Lakes Region should keep in mind
that the waters of West Okoboji take
a little longer to warm up and, there-
fore, good bluegill fishing occurs a
little later at this lake.

CRAPPIE

The best crappie fishing will occur
at Center Lake (Dickinson Co.),

Crawtford Creek and Briggs Wood.
Briggs Wood supports excellent num-
bers of 8- to 10-inch crappie which
were produced in 1983, Crawford
Creek has been a real hotspot during
the past two years and plenty of fish
will be available this spring. Anglers
should concentrate their effort near
partially submerged trees on the
north end or around the island area
at Center Lake. Badger Lake in Web-
ster County should not be over-
looked during 1986. Fish for these
8-inch fish in the imbered area on
the north side of the lake during May
and June.

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITIES

Excellent yellow bass fishing is
available in North Twin Lake in Cal-
houn County. These scrappy fighters
are very abundant in this lake and
readily take nightcrawlers or small
yellow or white leadheads fished
near the bottom on a windswept
shore. Fish run from 7- to 10-inches,
are common and are excellent table
fare.

White bass enthusiasts should look
to Storm Lake and East Okoboji. Fish
will range from 10- to 16-inches and
will be most active during the spring
and fall periods. A jig and minnow or
a Mepps spinner, fished over a sand
bottom, will provide plenty of action.

The freshwater drum is available in
large numbers in West and East
Okoboji. In fact, it is difficult to fish a
Jig in these lakes and not hook a
“sheepshead”. A piece of crawdad
on the jig virtually ensures success.
These fish are delicious when the
dark meat is cut away and the firm
white flesh is boiled, chilled and
served with a shrimp sauce.

Liger muskie (hybrid cross between
northern pike and muskellunge) are
available in Storm Lake, Black Hawk
and North Twin. These lakes contain
fish from 32- to 38-inches in length
and should provide some angling
excitement for the big-fish enthusiast.

When it comes to fishing, the gla-
cial lakes and rich prairie streams of
northwest lowa offer variety, quality
and quantity. Lots of friendly people
are rightly proud of the resources
and resource management in this
part of lowa and they invite others to
experience angling at its best. Share
with them a quality outdoor
experience.

Rtl_b:l'r ‘.“.Iihil'ln.:i

Northeast

By Dave Moeller

District Fisheries Supervisor

TROUT

Prospects for trout fishing in 1986
appear excellent. Substantial fall
rains have recharged the under-
ground aquifers and springs that
create the coldwater streams and
spring flows are expected to be good.
Runoff from the heavy snow cover
may initially cause some turbid water

conditions, however the trout
streams clear up quite rapidly, usu-
ally within a day or two.

The action gets into full swing the
first of April when stocking of half-
pound rainbow and brown trout in
the 48 catchable trout streams begins.
Over 325,000 trout will be distributed
in these streams in 1986. To provide
anglers with a choice of the trout
species they prefer, some streams
will be stocked solely with rainbow
trout, others only with browns, while
the remainder will receive a combina-
tion of the two. A few lucky anglers
will also hook into one of the 400
lunker-size browns and rainbows
ranging from three to over 15 pounds
that will be scattered in these
streams.

All of the catchable streams are
stocked through October. Late fall
stockings have proved popular with
anglers and 13 catchable streams will
also be stocked during November.
Some of the better streams include
Sny Magill, Bloody Run, French,
Coldwater, Waterloo, North and
South Bear, Grannis, Swiss Valley,
Turkey River, Bailey’s Ford, and Rich-
mond Springs.




Trout enthusiasts who prefer
remote, lightly-fished streams and
the opportunity of hooking a stream
reared lunker brown trout, should
seek out the special regulation
streams. PPortions of French Creek,
Spring Branch, and Bloody Run con-
tain good numbers of browns up to
seven pounds. Fishing on these
posted stream sections is with artifi-
cial lures only. Brown trout under 14

inches must be released.
[here are no new trout fishing reg-

ulations for 1986, however, one that
went into effect in 1985 bears repeat-
ing. Resident anglers under 16 years
of age and non-residents under 14
years must possess a valid trout
stamp to possess trout, or, they must
fish for trout with a licensed adult
who possesses a valid trout stamp
and limit their combined daily catch
to five trout and ten in possession.

The “lowa Trout Fishing Guide” 1s
a free brochure, available from the
Commission and outlets where trout
stamps are sold, that describes trout
fishing opportunities.

CHANNEL CATFISH

Periodic surveys on the large,
inland rivers continue to show very
high channel catfish populations.
Most run between one and three
pounds but cats exceeding six
pounds are not uncommon. Some
of the better streams include the
Maquoketa River in Delaware, Jones,
and Jackson Counties; the Wapsipini-
con River in Buchanan County; the
Cedar River in Black Hawk, Bremer,
Chickasaw, and Floyd Counties; the
Shell Rock River in Butler County;
and the Upper lowa River below the
Lower Dam in Winneshiek and
Allamakee Counties. A canoe is a
useful tool in fishing these inland
rivers. It gets the angler to many
more catfish hotspots and enables
him or her to more effectively fish
these catfish holes.

Some fine catfishing is available at
Volga Lake (Fayette Co.), Greenbelt
[LLake (Black Hawk Co.), Mevyers Lake
(Black Hawk Co.), Casey Lake (Tlama
Co.), George Wyth (Black Hawk Co.)
Lake Meyer (Winneshiek Co.) and
[Lake Hendricks (Howard Co.).

The Mississippi River also contains
a fair population of channel catfish.
The chances of catching a large
flathead catfish are also good here.

8

Ken Formanek

SMALLMOUTH BASS Some of the better stream sections

include the Cedar River from Otranto

to St. Ansgar and from Mitchell to

Floyd, the Upper lowa River from

Lime Springs to Kendallville and

from Decorah to Highway 76, the

Yellow River below Volney, the Volga

River below Fayette, and the

Maquoketa River below Delhi. Here
again, a canoe allows the angler to go
to the fish. Late summer and early
fall is a particularly good time for
smallmouth fishing as the streams
are stable and clear.

T'he smallmouth bass provides
some of the most exciting fishing
activity most anglers ever experience.
Smallies love to attack lures, and
when hooked, put on an aerial dis-
play matched by no other fish in
lowa. These sporty, hard-fighting
fish are found in all the major inland
rivers as well as the Mississippi River.
['he key to successful smallmouth
bass fishing is in locating good
habitat — stream sections containing
gravel, rocks, and boulders.

Because the smallmouth is so WALLEYE AND SAUGER
aggressive and easy to catch, popula-
tions were becoming depleted due to
excessive angler harvest. The estab- Pt ,
lishment of a 12-inch minimum size [talso means lots of fish including
limit on all interior streams and bor- some real trophy-sized lunkers. The
der rivers (except the Mississippi Mississippi River is the main walleye
producer, however, several inland
rivers will produce some fine string-
ers also. What the inland nvers lack
iIn numbers, they make up in size of
fish. While the majority of walleye
run between two and five pounds,
individual fish up to 12 pounds come

Walleye and sauger fishing in
northeast lowa means river fishing.

River bordering Wisconsin) several
years ago has led to a resurgence in
smallmouth bass populations. The
majority of legal-size fish caught run
between one and 22 pounds, how-
ever, a few smallmouths up to 4%
pounds are caught annually.
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out of each of these rivers. The better
ones are the Cedar River in Black
Hawk, Bremer, Chickasaw, and
Floyd Counties; the Shell Rock River
in Butler, Bremer, and Floyd Coun-
ties; the West Fork Cedar River in
Butler County; and the Wapsipinicon
River in Buchanan County. The
smaller sauger is found only in the
Mississippi River, however, popula-
tions there are very strong. The
majority of the sauger caught range
from % to two pounds with occa-
sional fish up to 32 pounds.

The best opportunity for a trophy-
sized walleye or sauger is in the early
spring just after ice-out. Adult wall-
eye and sauger congregate in large
numbers in the tailwaters below
dams prior to spawning. Working a
bait or lure right on the bottom is
important. Jigs, tipped with a min-
now, sonars, and lead-head twister
tails work well. From early summer
to fall, the walleye frequently hang
out on the rock wing dams, riprap
areas, and other natural rocky sub-
strates. Crank baits, minnows on a
three-way rig, twister tails, and nite-
crawlers bounced right on the rocks
will generally do the trick. The late
fall and winter months again find the
walleye and sauger in the tailwater
areas.

LARGEMOUTH BASS

The “Ole Miss” is known for its
large number of largemouths, how-
ever, fish above four pounds are rare.
Some of the better Mississippi River
backwaters include the Lansing Bot-
toms in Pool 9; Harpers Slough, Sny
Magill Bottoms, and the Bagley Bot-
toms in Pool 10; and Bertrum Lake
and McCartney Lake in Pool 11.
Anglers are reminded that there is a
12-inch minimum-length limit on all
black bass (largemouth and small-
mouth) on the lowa-Illinois bound-
ary waters. Some of these better bass
backwaters include Tippy’s, Sunfish,
and Frentress Lakes in Pool 12;
Densmore and Blake’s Lakes in the
Green Island Area, Browns Lake and
the Sabula Bottoms in Pool 13; and
Joyce’s Slough and the lakes and
sloughs in the Rock Creek area in
Pool 14.

Casey Lake, Meyers Lake, Sweet
Marsh (Bremer Co.), and Lake Hen-
dricks will produce some of the better

catches in 1986. Casey Lake has a
good number of bass in the 17- to
18-inch range. Meyer Lake is a rela-
tively new fishery with the bass
approaching 14 inches this year. Lake
Hendricks has an excellent popula-
tion of bass up to 16 inches with
several fish topping the four pound
mark. George Wyth Lake annually
vields a few bass over seven pounds
to lucky anglers. Two small lakes

worth a trv are Wilson Grove (Bremer

Co.) and Airport Lake (Chickasaw
Co.).

I'he best bass fishing occurs in May

and early June when water tempera-
ture 1s between 55 and 62°F. This is
the pre-spawn period when the bass
are working the shallow waters and
are actively feeding. Another prime
period is in September and October
when the water cools down below
68°F and the bass again are using
shallow water habitats.

BLUEGILL

Northeast lowans catch more blue-
gill than any other species of fish.
The Mississippi River backwaters are
a major bluegill producer. Sweet
Marsh, Meyers Lake, George Wyth
Lake and Lake Meyer will also pro-
duce some fine catches of bluegills.
Fishing for gills during the spawning
season means big fish and lots of
them. These spawners in May or
June will be in shallow bays and
backwaters, particularly near beds of
vegetation. Drift fishing is an excel-
lent way of locating gills on the
inland lakes during the summer
months. On the Mississippi, summer
bluegills congregate along the edges
of weed beds, around submerged
trees and on the wing dams when
the river flows are low,

CRAPPIE

The Mississippi River contains the
only major crappie population in
northeast lowa, however, their size is
excellent, running between 9 and 11
inches. The first major crappie fish-
ing period begins in May. Small min-
nows and jigs fished in fallen trees
and brush piles will fill many fish
baskets with slab-sided crappies.
October and November is another
prime time when the water cools and
the crappie school en masse. The
deeper, quiet-water snags, sub-

merged trees and eddies below the
wing dams are best bets.

NORTHERN PIKE

Although northern populations
are not widespread, three rivers con-
tain fairly good populations. The
Mississippi River north of Dubuque
contains a large number of northern
pike in the six- to eight-pound range,
with a few up to twelve pounds. The
Wapsipinicon River in Buchanan,
Black Hawk, and Bremer Counties
contains large numbers of small
northern pike with a few fish exceed-
ing eight pounds. The Cedar River in
Black Hawk and Bremer Counties
contains a small population of north-
ern pike, however, the average size
of the fish is very good. Individual
fish up to 18 pounds are not
uncommon.

Still-fishing with large chubs in the
Mississippi River backwaters during
the hottest part of summer is particu-
larly effective. Areas where coldwa-
ter streams enter the Mississippi also
hold concentrations of northerns
during the hot months.

OTHER FISH

Freshwater drum, also known as
sheephead, provide a lot of angling
activity on the Mississippi River.
Their schooling activity, large size,
and strong fighting ability combine to
provide a lot of angling excitement.
Anglers fish for them along the main
channel borders, dam spillways,
wing dams and tailwater areas.
Nightcrawlers, craytfish tails, and
small jigs work well. Their fillets are
boneless, firm and taste good.

White bass anglers head for the Mis-
sissippi River from July through
October to pursue schools of the
hard-hitting and sporty striper. Look
for them on the wing dams, spillway
areas, and other riprap along flowing
water. When actively feeding, strip-
ers will attack nearly lures ranging
from small jigs to large crank baits.

A new fish may soon be coming
onto the scene on the Mississippi
River. Nearly 200,000 wipers have
been stocked in Pool 14 in the last
two years. The wiper is a hybrid
ocean striped bass and white bass.
As is true with most hybrids, they
grow fast and should get as large as
ten pounds.



“How’d you get a good cushy job
like yours, warden? Huntin” and
fishin” — man it must be nice riding
around in a boat all day!”

The man was trying to be funny
but it was beginning to get under my
skin. | thought to myself, | haven't
wet a line this year — ['ve been too
busy chasing clowns like him, who
don’t have fishing licenses with
them.

“I bought it at the sports shop in
town,” he grumbled. “You can check,
or [ guess I could go get it if you
really want me to!”

[ explained to him it was a viola-
tion not to carry his license while
fishing and I could give him a ticket
for failure to produce. That got his
attention, “I'll go to shore and get it
Our truck is over there by the
Marina.” All this time his partner
was reassuring me they both had
licenses. I said, “Okay, I'll wait at the
Marina and you go get it.”

[ watched them get out of their
boat at the bank, but only one left.
The guy without his license stayed 1n
the boat. When | inquired as to why
he didn’t go after his own billfold, he
replied, “I live at his house and he’ll
be right back. He knows right where
it1s.”

This sounded awtully fishy. Most
men will get their own things. About
that time a deputy Sheriff drove up
to say hello and find out how the fish
were biting. | asked him for a nde
uptown. Checking the sports shop’s
license book, sure enough the last
license was made out to my forgetful

friend and the dates didn’t follow
the proper order of things. I told the
salesgirl | would be back to talk to
her. She was looking a little sheepish
about then.

Arriving back at the river bank, |
noticed the subject’s vehicle held up
at the railroad crossing, so by walk-
ing, | got back there before he did.
didn’t say a word.

When he drove up he grinned and
handed his partner a billfold, from
which he produced his newly back-
dated license.

“Is this your signature?” I asked.

“I was drunk the other day when |
bought it so it doesn’t look so good,
but sure, I signed it,” he replied.
“That’s required isn’t it?”

“Yes it is and you might tell your
buddy here how to spell your name.
Now you both can talk to the judge!”
[ couldn’t help a little smile creeping
up.

The judge took a rather dim view
of that type of activity and fined them
both, just to make a sound impres-
sion on them. It was a high-priced
trip as it turned out. The young sales
girl who let him backdate the license
should have gone the same route,
but I let her off with a stern lecture
from the ol” warden.

You know — | think I'll take a
couple of hours off this evening and
go fishing ... got to let that deputy In
on a couple of good spots.

WILD MUSHROOM SOUP

3 beef cubes dissolved in three cups
of hot water (then cooled)
6 cups diced mushrooms
(fingertip size)
| medium onion diced
9 tablespoons flour
9 cups of milk
12 tablespoons butter
salt and pepper to taste

Sauté mushrooms and onions in but-
ter for ten minutes, stir in flour, add
mushrooms and broth to heated milk.
Will serve four hungry fishermen and
one cook, depending on number of
snitchers.

Gary Soper, a good friend and high-
way patmlnmn came up this one.
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PARK EMPLOYE

Don Carrier, park ran-
ger at Bellevue was pre-
sented a plaque and a
Ducks Unlimited “Squaw
Creek” parka donated by
Bob Allen Company after
being named State Parks
Employee of the Year.

Don’s career started in
April, 1963 at Wildcat Den
State Park. During these
23 years, he has seen 11 of
his park attendants pro-
moted to rangers, he has
managed five state parks,
he has obtained an A. A.

E OF THE YEAR

Degree in Law Enforce-
ment and is a respected
community leader.

Don’s most recent proj-
ects earned his recognition
as “Commission Employ-
ee of the Month” for April
1985. The South Bluff Na-
ture Center at Bellevue has
become an excellent exam-
ple of facility and site de-
velopment that maximizes
the visitor experience. The
planning and coordina-
tion of volunteers and do-
nations were a major ef-
fort. The results are both
exciting and functional for
the visitors.

Adjacent to the nature
center is the theme gar-
den, featured in the
March issue. This was a
very complex endeavor by
Don and a volunteer to
match species of flowers
to the symbiotic needs of
many different species of
butterflies.

TROUT STOCKING
TO BEGIN

The first spring stocking
of catchable-size trout is
scheduled to begin April 1
in northeast lowa. Accord-
ing to lowa Conservation
Commussion fisheries offi-
cials, eight- to ten-inch
rainbow and brown trout
will be stocked in stream
sections where road and
field access conditions per-
mit. Access for the hatch-
ery trucks may be limited
due to poor road condi-
tions; therefore, anglers
may want to contact the
nearest trout hatchery.

For 24-hour trout stock-
ing and stream condition
information, anglers may
call the following trout
hatchery numbers: Man-
chester Trout Hatchery,
Manchester, 319/927-5736;
Decorah Trout Hatchery,
Decorah, 319/382-3315;
Big Springs Trout Hatch-
ery, Elkader, 319/245-1699.

Maurice Herold of Herold Trailer Sales, Indianola shakes hands with Don Puduwill,
park ranger for Lake Ahquabi. Herold Trailer Sales, along with the Coleman Company has
donated the camper, pictured above, to be given away by the Conservation Conumnission.
Those interested may register for the drawing August 14-24 at the 1986 lowa State Fair,
State Parks Exhibit, Conservation Building.

—--Conservation Updatem

Length Limits for
Bass on More Lakes

Minimum-length limits
for largemouth bass have
been placed on several ad-
ditional lakes according to
the lowa Conservation
Commission. More than
90 lakes in lowa now have
bass length limits. Signs
around the lakes warn an-
glers they must immedi-
ately return to the water all
bass caught under the
minimum length.

The following lakes
have been added to the 14-
Inch minimum-length lim-
1t: Greenfield Lake in
Adair County; Little River
Lake in Decatur County;
DeSoto Bend in Harrison
County; Ankeny Lake in
Polk County; Seymour
Lake in Wayne County;
and Snyder Bend in Wood-
bury County.

An 18-inch minimum-
length limit for bass has
been placed on Green Val-
ley Lake in Union County.
Commission fisheries offi-
cials said increasing the
length limit should create
a trophy bass fishery and
help control carp and
small bullhead numbers.
The larger bass could also
keep populations of stunt-
ed bluegills and crappies
In check, resulting in bet-
ter growth of these species
in the lake.

FISHING
REPORT...

call 515-281-3307

(April 9-Sept. 1)

Updated
each Wednesday

morning,.

11




Park User Permit
Required

People using state parks are
required to have a park user permit.
Anyone stopping a motorized vehicle
of any kind must have a sticker on
the vehicle if they use any facilities.
User fees won't be required of
visitors who drive through without
stopping.

Permits cost $10 for an annual per-
mit or $2 for a daily permit.

EXEMPTIONS

1) All school vehicles are exempt
from the user fee permit requirement
when transporting students and
faculty on official school business.

2) Motor vehicles being towed by
or carried in or on another motor
vehicle bearing a permit are exempt
from the permit requirement (such as
a car towed by motor home, mopeds
carried by pickup) so long as they
remain attached and are not parked
separately.

3) Vehicles with handicapped
plates, wheelchair symbol decal or
rearview mirror tag are exempt.

FREE PERMITS

Free park user permits may be
issued to qualifying lowans in
the county in which the applicant
resides.

Persons requesting the free permit
must present one of the following
items to the county recorder:

1) A currently valid medical assis-
tance identification card;

2) A written declaration stating
that the person is receiving food
stamps and a signed release autho-
rizing the Department of Human
Services to confirm his or her
eligibility; or

3) Proof (valid driver’s license
or nonoperator’s ID card) of age 65
Or over.

The person must also provide a
registration certificate for his or her
motor vehicle, veritication that a
corporate-owned vehicle is assigned
to the applicant for personal use, or
certification that a vehicle owned by a
relative provides the applicant’s pri-
mary source of transportation.
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Buy Your

Park User Fee

Permit
By Mail

Simple as 1. 2. 3.

1. Al out name and address blank on reverse side of
this tab. [ONE ADDRESS ONLY. Print legibly as this
will be our return address to you.)

2. Insert $10 — check or money order only payable
to lowa Corservation Commission — for each park

permit with this tab containing the name and
mmmgeuwniﬂs}wmm

3. Drop the envelope in the mail. Your permitfs) will
amive in a few weeks. Your postage s already paid for.

For more information on the park user fee permit,
read the article at left.

Sorry, we cannot issue free permits by mail.
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Park User Permit
Required

People using state parks are
required to have a park user permit.
Anyone stopping a motorized vehicle
of any kind must have a sticker on
the vehicle if they use any facilities.
User fees won't be required of
visitors who drive through without
stopping.

Permits cost $10 for an annual per-
mit or $2 for a daily permit.

EXEMPTIONS

1) All school vehicles are exempt
from the user fee permit requirement
when transporting students and
faculty on official school business.

2) Motor vehicles being towed by
or carried in or on another motor
vehicle bearing a permit are exempt
from the permit requirement (such as
a car towed by motor home, mopeds
carried by pickup) so long as they
remain attached and are not parked
separately.

3) Vehicles with handicapped
plates, wheelchair symbol decal or
rearview mirror tag are exempt.

FREE PERMITS

Free park user permits may be
issued to qualifying lowans in
the county in which the applicant
resides.

Persons requesting the free permit
must present one of the following
items to the county recorder:

1) A currently valid medical assis-
tance identification card;

2) A written declaration stating
that the person is receiving food
stamps and a signed release autho-
rizing the Department of Human
Services to confirm his or her
eligibility; or

3) Proof (valid driver’s license
or nonoperator’s ID card) of age 65
Or OvVer.

The person must also provide a
registration certificate for his or her
motor vehicle, veritication that a
corporate-owned vehicle is assigned
to the applicant for personal use, or
certification that a vehicle owned by a
relative provides the applicant’s pri-
mary source of transportation.
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Park User Permit
Required

People using state parks are
required to have a park user permit.
Anyone stopping a motorized vehicle
of any kind must have a sticker on
the vehicle if they use any facilities.
User fees won't be required of
visitors who drive through without
stopping,.

Permits cost $10 for an annual per- —
mit or $2 for a daily permit. ey S

EXEMPTIONS

1) All school vehicles are exempt
from the user fee permit requirement
when transporting students and
faculty on official school business.

2) Motor vehicles being towed by
or carried in or on another motor
vehicle bearing a permit are exempt
from the permit requirement (such as
a car towed by motor home, mopeds
carried by pickup) so long as they
remain attached and are not parked
separately.

3) Vehicles with handicapped
plates, wheelchair symbol decal or
rearview mirror tag are exempt.

FREE PERMITS |
Free park user permits may be o
issued to qualifying lowans in ,
the county in which the applicant o
resides. b

Persons requesting the free permit
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must present one of the following g B , St
items to the county recorder: i 2 W ELUEL)
1) A currently valid medical assis- | rion o ; kgl e Sepichei ,
tance identification card; , remen Cou 2 . e o o :
2) A written declaration stating | o B . e i sisobn ooy 2
that the person is receiving food | iR SN Tl e i :
stamps and a signed release autho- Jepe o 5 " Metsa Cou
rizing the Department of Human e R e : i . et
Services to confirm his or her BASS, ROCK (Minimom — 1 i st Come _ Riogeic
eligibility; or s "Bremer Couny 5 " i e e =
3) Proof (valid driver’s license B ML LT L LI GNEELE 8
or nonoperator’s ID card) of age 65 e N e oo o Todd Krame
Or over. 50 Sk, e e S e
The person must also provide a s <R . e e o o
registration certificate for his or her k. LaiConns Con ot % kb cny . AT
motor vehicle, veritication that a = 5 g = s +
corporate-owned vehicle is assigned i Fom e | o SO ok e e T
to the applicant for personal use, or T o o o e Vashingon Coumty
certification that a vehicle owned by a O ot Lo g SR e Kenoeth |
relative provides the applicant’s pri- e ‘ o s 3
mary source of transportation. ety Ey T
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NATURE TALE FOR KIDS

Lepus, the lilliputian lagomorph

Hir’ ]r "a an ."n]

lackrabbits are tairly common
members of the tauna of lowa’s open
plains. Although not seen as fre
quently now as in decades past, the
observant traveler mav see one hup-
ping across fields or in the headlights
of a car. Thev are not really rabbits,
but hares, and are distinguished by
having larger ears, longer and more
powerful hind legs, and are born well
furred and ready to scamper about
hours after birth. Both are members
of the taxonomic order Lagomorpha

We find in lowa the white-tailed
lackrabbit, Levus totwonsendsii, white in
winter and dusky brown in summei
[t normally weighs around 6 to 10
pounds and has a total length of
some 22 to 26 inches. Qur story
begins on a farm in northern lowa

[t was a cold, wet spring in north
ern lowa. Spring was late and farm
ers were far behind in planting their
crops. Even so, the farmer stopped
and looked skyward at a passing
flock of Canada geese, their haunting
calls floating back to earth. The honk
ing of the geese brought back a flood
of memories to the tarmer, who, as a
youngster, hunted the many marshes
In the area. But all the marshes had
been drained and put into crops, so
the geese no longer stopped and all
the farmer ever saw was a faint “V”
formation high above the former
marshes. He was thinking now of the
tirst time he bagged a Canada goose
with an ancient shotgun given him
by his grandfather. But, he must
hurry; crops had to be planted so he
gave a nostalgic nod to the taraway
flock and turned toward his tractor.

T'his was no ordinary farmer; he
was alarmed at the loss of good wild
life habitat so he left some corn
standing in the fall, and planted
windbreaks, and created habitat so
his wildlife friends could fare better.
From his tractor later that day, he saw
a movement in one of the strips of
wildlife habitat he had planted. He
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saw 1t was a rabbit, but did not have
time to stop. Two days later, planting
done, he returned to the spot and
found a family of jackrabbits scurry-
Ing about in the grass. The parents
were wary, but the youngsters played
In the grass in front of the farmer

He smiled in satistaction; his wildlife
plantings were starting to yield
results

[he female jackrabbit was watch-
Ing from a short distance as the
farmer stood and watched her litter
playing. She was horrified, but could
do nothing and was relieved when
the farmer finally left. Her four
youngsters were experiencing the
exuberance of youth — bolting here
and there in the grass, causing pride
to swell in the heart of the mother.
['hree were standard, run-of-the-mull
Jackrabbits — although a few days
old, one could see they would be
big, powerful animals when they
matured. The fourth, named Lepus,
was much smaller, sort of the runt of
the litter. He was full of vim and
vigor, but just a small model. Being
smaller, he was always the last in line
when feeding time came, so he did
not grow as fast as his brothers and
sisters. But, he was soon on his own,
nibbling on this plant and that, learn-
ing what would sustain him through-
out life — but he was still not growing
like his siblings; he was sort of a
lilliputian among the giants.

[n late summer, the jackrabbit fam-
ily disbanded. The farm where they
were born could offer only enough
habitat for the two parents, so the
youngsters were forced to leave. One
fell victim to Rey, the red fox who
was raising a family on the bank of a
I‘lt‘dl'l‘i}.' dredge ditch. Another,
unfamiliar with such things as cars,
met an untimely end on a nearby
blacktop road. The third spent the
summer and fall in a distant wildlife
refuge; Lepus was small and so went
undetected by enemies and spent the

late summer in a nearby farmer’s
grove. But, the local dogs made
life so tough that Lepus finally
left and headed cross-country.

Dodging farm dogs and coyotes,
great horned owls and red foxes, he
finally arrived at a long-abandoned
marshy area. The owners had tried
several times to drain it and had fin-
ally given up, leaving it to grow up to
cattails, willows, and a host of other
wetland plants. Lepus cautiously
hopped around the perimeter — no
toxes, no owls, no coyotes! Here was
home

For a reason unknown to him or to
humans, Lepus began to search out
certain plants to eat and would
return to the same spot on the marsh
time after time to lie on the exposed
soil, even taking mouthfuls of the
soil. It was probably an old salt-lick
tor cattle or for deer, but no matter,
the effect on Lepus was that he
started to grow — just like a boy who
spurts in growth in late adolescence.
Lepus first noticed something was
ditferent when he could no longer
get into the den he took from the
cottontails, and had to move to an
abandoned badger den in a nearby
field. So, Lepus, the lilliputian
lagamorph was now Lepus, lord of
the marsh. And he loved it!

Lepus lived in the marsh tor two
years all by himselt. Then, one late
March morning, he was basking on
the gravelly hillside just outside his
den — snoozing, rolling in the sand,
and generally enjoying his kingdom
in this long-forgotten marsh. Gazing
over the marsh, he suddenly sat bolt-
upright as he saw movement in the
grasses. Another jackrabbit! Another
)Jackrabbit had dared to trespass into
his domain! He roared down the
slope, murder on his mind. The
intruder stood upright on hind legs
and watched the boiling-mad Lepus
charging across the marsh.
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Let’s leave the charging Lepus for a
moment and move back in time a few
months and north a few miles to
southern Minnesota. A beautiful
female jackrabbit had lived for a year
in a vast grassland. The previous fall
she heard terrible noises as tractors
began to plow her beloved home.
She was forced to leave and spent the
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late fall and winter wandering along
a small river flowing south into lowa.

Like Lepus, she was nearly caught by

a great horned owl and was glad to
leave the woodland and head across
the plains of northern lowa. In late
March she suddenly happened upon
a long-forgotten marsh; although
most plants were brown, she could
find green sedges and cattails in pro-
tected places on the marsh. She was
digging for these tasty morsels one
morning when she heard a crashing
sound as something came through
the vegetation at her. She stood
upright on her hind legs and saw it
was another jackrabbit. She had no
reason to fear another hare because
the last jackrabbits she had seen were
her brothers and sisters just before
they disbanded. Lepus, watching
carefully the upright jackrabbit, sud-
denly realized there was something
different and skidded to a stop inches
from the trespasser. He suddenly
realized this was no ordinary tres-
passer, but the prettiest jackrabbit he
had ever seen. It was spring and
Lepus’ rage turned to affection. He
and the female became inseparable in
the coming months and later, Lepus,
the lord of the marsh, proudiy sat
near the old badger den and watched
his first family jumping wildly about
in the grass at the edge of the marsh.
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Two men stood on the edge of the
marsh. One, the landowner who had
tried to drain the marsh several times
was remarking on what a shame it
was this worthless land could not be
put into corn. The other, the farmer
who left some of his crop for wildlife
and who planted wildlife habitat,
and who owned the land where
Lepus started life, merely nodded
and asked what it would take to buy
the land. An offer was made and
accepted; the new owner wanted
the marsh to be left just like it was
forever. A movement in the nearby
grass caught the new owners eye; it
was Lepus. He stood upright and the
two for an instant looked at each
other, neither realizing that they had
met several years before. Lepus, the
lilliputian lagomorph and many gen-
erations after him now had a safe
refuge. The satisfied farmer, smiling,
turned away.

Ron Johnson
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Profile of an
Endangered Species
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HIGGIN’S EYE PEARLY MUSSEL

(Lampstilis higginsi)
By Dean M. Roosa

The Upper Mississippi River, along
with its tributaries, forms the world’s
most important area for diversity and
abundance of freshwater mussels.
Extensive clambeds have been
known for decades and were utilized
for an extensive button industry
before the days of plastics. In recent
years, small fragments of the shells
have begun to be used as nuclei of
cultured pearls, an important indus-
try in Japan. There has been a dra-
matic increase in harvesting of shell
during the past few years for this
purpose. Also, a die-off of unknown
origin has affected the beds during
the past two years. These two factors
have caused increased concern over
the long range safety of the beds.

One of the unusual members of
the mussel fauna is the Higgin’s Eye
Pearly Mussel (Lampsilis higginsi), a
clam which appears on both the fed-
eral and state endangered species

list. This mussel occurs sporadically
in clam beds and probably was never
common, but its range has decreased
dramatically in the recent past,
prompting federal officials to place it
on the federal endangered list. It was
formerly found in the lowa and Wap-
sipinicon Rivers in lowa, but a recent
survey of these streams failed to relo-
cate it.

This clam achieves a length of
about three inches, and has a deep
yellow or brown shell with green
rays. Its range now is basically in the
Upper Mississippi River between the
Iwin Cities, Minnesota and Burling-
ton, lowa, with a remnant popula-
tion in the St. Croix River.

Because clams may be used to
assess the quality of our streams, it is
important we protect these clambeds
and, in so doing, protect the integrity
of the Mississippi River and maintain
it as the ecological treasure it is.
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OPENING DAY
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By Jim Christianson
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What does “opening day” mean
to the outdoorsman? It means the
beginning — the time set for the
hunter or angler to begin pursuit of |
a particular species. To the resident
and visiting angler of Spirit, East and
West Okoboji Lakes, opening day
(usually the Saturday closest to the
Ist of May) means pursuing the
wily walleye — the most abundant
and popular predator of these
famous lakes.

Opening day may not physically
elevate one’s body temperature but it
can create a fever of anticipation and
excitement. The excitement of wall-
eye opening begins long before the
actual day. It begins when snow-
flakes still fill the air. Whatever the
case, conservations with fishing part-
ners along with rod, reel and lure
maintenance stimulate the thought
processes and start the emotional
roller coaster.

Past experience has indicated there
are three basic ingredients that con-
tribute to a successful walleye open-
ing. The first ingredient is iming,
which depends on spring weather
and water temperature. These two
factors greatly influence walleye
behavior. For example, if the spring |
weather has been cold and variable, Q)
water temperatures remain cold and
the walleyes linger and prolong their
spawning. This does not allow the
fish proper post spawning-season
recovery before the start of the sea-
son. If spring weather conditions
have been favorable and water tem-
peratures have climbed to around 60
degrees by opening, the fishing can
be good. Second, the fish, of course, |
must be there. Even though annual |
maintenance stockings of walleye in |
Spirit and the Okoboji Lakes are
fairly consistent, numbers of adult | ~
walleye available to the angler fluc-
tuate yearly. This is due to many
interrelated biological and environ-
mental factors which ultimately affect
the survival of small walleyes. The
last ingredient is weather during
opening, weekend. If conditions are
foul and windy weather prohibits the
fishermen from fishing, no amount
of post-spawn rest or numbers of
walleyes will make for a successtul
opener. If these three ingredients are
blended into an opening, watch out,
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Ron Johnson

the action can be furious.

As the season draws near, presea-
son hype seems to heighten with
increased levels of emotion. Discus-
sions and thoughts are focused on
which lake to start on, artificial ver-
sus live bait, or combinations of the
two, and which areas to hit. With the
many choices and possibilities, con-
fusion seems inevitable.

Some basic strategies are to stay
fairly small with terminal tackle, use
light line (6 Ib. test) and fish the bait
slowly. Walleyes are not very aggres-
sive this time of year so easy-does-it.
A good combination to start out with
i1s the popular jig and minnow combi-
nation and the lakes to concentrate
on are Spirit and East Okoboji. These
lakes are shallower than West
Okoboji and the water warms up
faster, making the walleyes a bit more
aggressive. The popular spots on
East Okoboji are mostly in the south-
ern one-third of the lake. The “A-
frame” and Parks Marina areas
usually have their share of boat con-
centrations working the reefs in these
locations. Gingle’s Point and Stoney
Point also receive activity. Some of
the popular areas on Spirit Lake
include north-end foot-bridge area,
Stoney Point, Marble Beach and Buf-
falo Run.

It is important to be versatile with
fishing techniques, bait selections,
and fishing location choices. This is
hard to do for many of us but can
increase the probability of success.

[ can recall one opening when the
weather conditions were good for the
fishermen, not too cold and slightly
breezy. We had worked hard for a
couple of walleyes after the season
opened at midnight, until about
noon that same day. We had waded
the early morning hours on Spirit
and had hit the structure off the A-
frame, Lone Tree and Stoney on East
Lake by boat with little results. We
had tried the usual set-ups with min-
nows, crawlers and leeches, while
drifting, trolling and casting. Hunger
and no activity started to take their
toll until finally a suggestion was
made to go eat lunch. But before we
got to the boat ramp, one unlikely
spot was tried with just a minnow
and slip-sinker rig. At high noon we
started nailing walleyes in three feet
of water. After about two hours we
stopped fishing with some nice one-
to two-pound fish. This area has
been tried repeatedly since but has
never quite matched that initial expe-
rience. Combining versatility with
persistence also paid off for us on a
particular breakline off the A-frame
on East Okoboji. This structure has
been frequently worked on opening
weekend with limited success but
one year it dealt us some nice wall-
eyes using crawlers instead of the
usual minnow rig combinations.
Spirit Lake and East Okoboiji are
where most of the activity occurs but
West Okoboji can produce early. The
water temperature is usually cooler

in this lake than the other two lakes,
but if spring weather conditions have
been favorable, walleyes can be
creeled in West Lake on opening
weekend. Recalling one such time
when opening Saturday had been
slow both on Spirit and East Okoboji,
the night’s fishing strategies were
plotted during supper by “Doc”,
“The Inspector” and myself. Doc is of
Doc’s Catfish Bait Company — I can
get him to think walleyes once in
awhile — and The Inspector is a
detective in Minnesota. This partner-
ship began before | moved to the
lakes region in the early 70’s and has
continued with the ritualistic walleye
opener. The decision was made,
which was not easily done by this
group, to anchor on Pillsbury Point
on West Lake and do some leadhead
and minnow casting along with some
leech, slip-bobber fishing. The night
was brisk and calm and there was not
another boat in sight. Fishing started
slow as the sun was setting and did
not pick up until about nine o’clock.
The slip-bobber rigs did not produce
but Doc had this speckled, lime-
green shassy shad that began to pro-
duce. He was able to work it just
above the rocks and creel some nice
walleyes until around 10:30. We
headed for the landing cold but
satishied.

Accommodations for the angler are
good in the lakes area with camp-
grounds buzzing and motel rooms
available. There are plenty of good
places to eat with a variety of food to
suit most any taste. The boat ramps
have been upgraded in recent years
on all three lakes and provide good
access, although they become
crowded on opening weekend. Bait
shops in the area are more than will-
ing to talk, sell and assist with fishing
needs, and are usually open 24 hours
a day opening weekend. The lakes
have good walleye populations this
year and if the weather cooperates,
so might the walleyes. For those who
catch the fever, it could be a great
opening,.

Jim Christianson is a fisheries biologist
located at the H,HI'!‘J'IE Lake fish :"MH(‘H{'FU. He
has a B.S. degree from lowa State Univer-
stty and has been with the commission
since 1969.
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WENDELL SIMONSON

40 Years as
a Warden

H_U H:H‘I:.’]lf H .-' iftd"m'.rfﬁ
Southeast Regional Safety Officer

On January 1, 1986, Wendell
Simonson retired after 40 vears as a
state conservation officer. Wendell's
career has been a long and produc-
tive one. Recently I had an opportu
nity to visit Wendell and his wife
Alice at their Oxford home.

Wendell started his career in 1946
as a conservation officer assigned to
Kossuth County. He served there for
five years and in 1951 moved to John-
son County where he has happily
worked since.

Has Wendell enjoyed his 40 years
as a warden? “I couldn’t be happier
anywhere else. | feel fortunate to
have been the conservation officer
here in Johnson County for so many
enjoyable years. I've been blessed
with a good territory, cooperation ol
fellow officers, a good court system
and fine friends.

“Working outdoors with people
and wildlife and not having to punch
a time clock and no set hours are
what I've liked most. On duty 24
hours a day and never knowing
what’s over the next hill or around
the next curve...that’s part of what
['ve liked about it too.”

As I sat visiting with Wendell |
couldn’t help noticing several awards
modestly hung in a corner of the
room. One was the Shikar-Safari
Club International Conservation Offi-
cer of the Year award for 1968. Wen-
dell was the first officer in lowa to
receive this prestigious award, given
annually to an officer in each state for
outstanding service in the field of
conservation, game management
and public relations. Another was
the Tobin award, given by the Izaak
Walton League in 1980.

When asked about changes he had
seen take place over the years, Wen
dell pointed out the successes of the
deer and wild turkey. “When |
moved to lul‘nhnn(_-‘nunt_'»-’ in 1951 |
lived here several months before |
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Law Enforcement Runs In This Family By Don B. Simonson

[t all started in 1946 when Wendell Simonson accepted a position as a conservation
officer with the Jowa Conservation Commission and was assigned to the Kossuth
County area. The same year he married my mother and moved to Algona. In June of
1951 dad applied for and received a transfer to the Johnson County area. By this time
my brother John, my sister Rebecca and | had arrnived, and the five of us moved to
Oxtord where dad and my mother, Alice, still live in the same house where they raised
their family, which includes my sister Barbara and my brother Bob

One by one we all graduated from high school and moved away from home. The
girls followed mom into the beauticians’ profession. Becky is still working at that and
Barbara has gone on to be a licensed practical nurse. | guess it was only natural the
boys would end up enforcing the law

In February, 1969, I accepted a position as a conservation officer and was assigned to
the Des Moines County area

In 1974, my brother John accepted a position as a trooper with the lowa State Patrol,
and was assigned to the Newton area

My brother Bob accepted a position as a deputy sheriff with the Louisa County
Sheriff’s Department in May, 1982

Whatever the field, working in law enforcement is not all roses. But, all in all, most
officers are proud of their uniform, badge and the agency they work for. | am sure my
brothers will agree with me that we owe our interest in and dedication to our jobs to
our dad

had a road-killed deer. That year | Some of Wendell's best times
may have had six or eight. In 1984 | occurred with camera, microphone
had 304 reported road-killed deer in or slide projector in hand. Over the .
Johnson County.” years his regular radio programs, n,_\:'
“We also have a good population of educational and entertaining shide
turkeys and a good turkey hunting presentations and wildlife photogra- y
season. They've come along very phy have been enjoyed by thou- nt
well.” sands. Now that Wendell is retired he o
In L“Ht‘ll.‘-»’-:-iiﬂ;.-’; parts of the job that pldnf-. to pursue his hobbies of writ- :
were not so enjoyable the subject ing and outdoor photography. A
always came back to drownings and “I will continue to be involved with 5
accident investigations. people and wildlife because that’s {
“Drownings were tough. Usually what I like. Alice and I have bought a 1K
the victim was not as competent as camper and plan to do some travel- L
he or she thought they were, or they ing around the state. | would like ;i
were overly tired but in either case Alice to see the spring goose flight t;;'\f‘_
not wearing a life jacket.” over along the Missouri River in l'
“Most people feel accidents just southwest Iowa. It is a spectacular -.-ij
won’t happen to them. Perhaps they sight. It's about time I learned how to ,\
are even a bit over-enthusiastic trout fish too! We will have a whole
around water and don’t use common new schedule for ourselves...” -|I~L:
sense. Unfortunately alcohol often To Wendell Simonson, good luck. .r.“'m.]]f]
plays a role in accidents. In my forty The many grateful lowans who have kn:
years as an officer, drownings were been touched by your fine efforts Vi
;1]“;;,};5 the toughest.” look forward to crossing your path . _\l':|



MORELS AND FALSE MORELS

By George Knaphus, Lois H. Tiffany, and Donald M. Huffman

The Iowa morel-false morel
research project conducted for the
last two years will be continued into
the 1986 morel season. The 1984 col-
lecting season was quite successful
with over 230 specimens submitted
by collectors from around the state.
The dry spring of 1985 was not con-
ducive to morel fruiting and the
number of specimens examined was
less than 60. In addition, plans made
in 1985 to assay the false morels for
the toxic compound mono-methyl-
hydrazine were not carried out
because so few specimens of the false
morels were received. Documented
occurrences (including 1984, 1985
and previous collections) of species of
morels (Morchella spp.) and false
morels (spp. of Verpa or Gyromitra)
are summarized on the adjoining
maps.

Documented morel species include
Morchella esculenta (the yellow or tan
morel), Morchella deliciosa (the white
or grey morel), Morchella angusticeps
(one of the black morels), Morchella
crassipes (giant or bigfoot morel) and
Morchella semilibra (the half-free
morel). Morchella esculenta and M.
deliciosa seem to be distributed
throughout lowa. The distribution
pattern of M. crassipes is more difficult
to interpret without additional infor-
mation. Some mushroom researchers
believe these three species to be parts
of a single variable species, an
interpretation that hopefully can be
evaluated better when we have more
information.

Morchella semilibra and M. angus-
ticeps, are distinctly different from the
previously mentioned morels and
also quite different from each other.
M. angusticeps seems to have a quite
limited distribution in lowa on the
basis of our present information. M.
semilibra has been found only in the
southern two-thirds of the state.

Most people find all of the Mor-
chella species very tasty, although
some people do find a difference in
flavor. There are no reports of toxic
compounds in any of the species of
Morchella. There are, however, ma ny
people who have become sensitized

Photos by authors

to the proteins in some of these
morels and who cannot eat them.
Eating too many in a short period of
time may trigger sensitization.

The false morels documented in
lowa include Gyromitra brunnea,
Gyromitra caroliniana, Verpa conica and
Verpa bohemica. Gyromitra brunnea may
occur throughout lowa, but we need
specimens particularly from northern
and northwestern lowa to establish a
more valid distribution pattern. In
contrast, G. caroliniana seems to be
limited to the southern portion of the
state.

Verpa conica also seems to have a
southern distribution on the basis
of our present information. Verpa
bohemica, called the early morel in
Michigan, seems to occur only in the
northeastern corner of lowa.

During the 1986 season we hope
especially that specimens will be
received from counties where the
various species have not been previ-
ously documented.

The two species of Gyromitra may
contain gyromitrin, a compound
which breaks down to form mono-
methyl-hydrazine when the fungus
is boiled in water or when it is eaten.
This toxin is insidious because symp-
toms may not occur if moderate
amounts of the false morel are eaten,
but consuming larger amounts may
trigger a very serious effect, and in
some cases cause death. Thus a per-
son may eat moderate amounts and
presume the fungus is safe to eat but
experience a very dangerous illness if
the toxin accumulates to the thresh-
old level. Verpa bohemica is suspected

of containing compounds which may
cause loss of muscular coordination
and is not recommended as edible.

This spring the researchers on this
project include Don Huffman of Cen-
tral College at Pella, chairman of the
Prairie States Mushroom club, and
Lois Tiffany, Laura Sweets, and
George Knaphus at lowa State Uni-
versity. They have the strong support
and excellent help of the Extension
Service of lowa State University.
T'hey ask that one specimen of each
kind of morel and false morel col-
lected be sent to Dr. Lois Tiffany,
Plant Pathology Extension Service of
l[owa State University, Ames, lowa
50011, or specimens may be submit-
ted to county extension offices in the
state for shipment. They can also be
submitted to Dr. Don Huffman, Biol-
ogy Dept., Central College, Pella,
lowa 50219.

The specimens can be past their
prime, especially the true morels,
because spores are produced late in
their development and are useful for
identification even when the morels
are no longer appetizing as food. The
Gyromitra fruiting bodies submitted
should be as fresh as possible so test-
ing for gyromitrin can be done. All
specimens may be wrapped in paper
toweling or newspaper and pack-
aged in a protective paper container.
They must not be put in plastic bags as
they will deteriorate very quickly in
plastic containers.

The following information for each
specimen would be useful: 1) collec-
tor’'s name, 2) date of collection,

3) county where collected, 4) plants,
especially trees, in the vicinity, 5) col-
lection area (hillside, bottom land,
etc.).

Finally, we ask everyone, espe-
cially physicians, to report instances
of suspected mushroom poisoning,
whether from these fungi or others.
We need more information on symp-
tomology and extent of illness involv-
ing mushrooms. Hopefully this
project can help to clarify the extent
of this problem in lowa and give us
all confidence in eating mushrooms
safely.




Yoonne Chadek, cooperator in fungi
project shows morels.

lowa Morels
and False Morels

These species of morels Mor-
chella and false morels Verpa and
Gyromitra are found in lowa. The
accompanying maps show counties
with documented occurences. Speci-
mens of each species from other
counties are needed to determine
the full extent of occurence.

M. deliciosa
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A new 24-page bulletin, “Morels,
False Morels and other Fungi”
(PM-1204) by Lois Tiffany, George
Knaphus and Robert Nyvall has been
published by the lowa State Univer-
sity Extension Service. It contains
pictures of all of the morels and
false-morels as well as identification
and general information about them.
Available at county extension offices
for $2.00, it may also be ordered from
the Cooperative Extension Service,
lowa State University, Ames, [A
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