OW —_—
IC NSERVAT IONIST

S$TATE LIBRARY OF JOWA

. Histagiga! Boilding
T
PES MONBS, 10WA 50310




lowa
CONSERVATIONIST

Yolume 44 No. 3 ® March 1985
STAFE

Koeer Spark

CONTENTS

Spring on the Marsh
Wood Duck Nesting Boxes
An Afternoon on
Ballard Creek
10 Conservation Update
® [ caders in Conservation
® Donations
14 Nature Tale
16 I'he Miracle Tree
17 A Rare Visit by a
Sibenan Goose
I8 A Ranger’s View of Volga
20  Acres tor Wildhife
22  Warden's Diany
23 1984 Top 25 Turkeys
24 Plant Tale

e o b

lH"\I ‘ {”ﬁ I'H _H ne-necked dick

Phaoto by Ty Smedes

ITHE TOWA CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

Donald E. Knudsen, Eagle Grove, Chairman. Baxter
Freese Wellman, Vice Chairman lohn . Field
Hambure; Manan Pike, Whinne, F Richard Thom
ton. Des Mommes: Willlam B. Ridout, Estherviile

and Thomas E Spahn, Dubugue

DIRECTOR: Larry J. Wilson
DEPUTY DIRECTOR: Robert Fagerland

DIVISION CHIEFS: Allen Famis: Fesh and Wildlife
Stanlev C. Kuhn, Division of Administration; John M
Stokes. Lands and Warers

SECTION SUPERINTENDENTS: Tom Albnght
Engineering: Dovle Adams, Parks. Richard Bishop
Wildlife, James Mavhew, Fisheries, Roy Downing
Warers, Lester Flemung. Grants-in-Aid; Gene Henel
Stae Forester, Rick Mc( lr."“-.J_:l.'h Law Enforcement
Gene Geissinger, Accounting,; Arme Sohn, Planming
John Beamer, Land Acquisition; Judy Pawell
License: Ross Hamson, {nformanion and Educafion
Robert Walker, County Conservation Activities

IOWA CONSERVATIONIST (USPS 268-780), is
published monthiy by the lowa Conservation Commis

cion. Wallace Stare Office Buillding, Des Moines, lowa

§S319  Second class postaege patd itn Des Maopnes
Towa  and acdditional macling offices F‘-I""""'.Ir Af \l‘]’I‘H
Serdd Clldneges I address -'J.'t l|r""--.-' L oonservanaonisi

Wallac SileE CHTIC ¢ Hurldin i’ ey l'rl'-'fl % I'l-'l'nlp

nl F K| _' . 4

Sernd sul s Fifiiormns e year, 32 0 IWo Yedrs
M (K] or 1 vears: M) N 1o the address above
The lowa Conservanion Commission offers eqgual
CRENOFTIHITY Fi gardiess of race, color, creed paftonal
fIrlELn i g c g .f.' Virli e -. Vil -‘I.'-H'il' M iy

Springtime
on the Marsh

Photos and text by Tv Smedes

An early spring visit to a nearby lowa marsh will reaffirm,
more than ever, that vour five senses are still very much alive
and well. A myriad of stimuli await those winter-dulled senses.
and that case of anxiety will undergo a metamorphosis into full-
blown spring fever.

Although it is a chilly day in late March, vou are startled to
find the metal buttons on your waders surprisingly warm to
vour touch, for the ravs of the sun are now becoming stronger
with each passing day. In contrast, there is a subtle feeling of
coolness as you step into the boat canal and begin your trek into
the marsh.

You marvel at the golden reflections of last vear's cattail
stalks where they stand watch around the perimeter of the first
small opening. In just a few short weeks, the protrusion of new
growth will mark the changing of the guard. Now the reflec-
tions are beginning to fade and are replaced by the deep blue of
the water which mirrors the sunny sky above.

Finally vou are there, in the heart of the marsh, peering
through the cattails, basking in the sights and sounds in front of
you. The sound of splashing water and whistling wings is
everywhere, as birds come and ¢o in ereat numbers. And the
contrasts! The variety of colors, shapes, and voices is amazing.
What a giant melting pot of nature, the marsh.

During another season vou might be carrving a shotgun
rather than a camera. But this day is simply for watching and
listening. It is the season for peaceful appreciation.
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Flocks of snow geese (above) use lowa
wetlands for resting places on their
spring journey to arctic nesting
grounds. Some Canada geese, like the
one at right, nest in lowa. Giant
Canadas may exceed 15 pounds in
weight, providing a real thrill to marsh
visitors.

Blanding's turtle and blue-winged teal
share Lakin Slough (previous page).
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Mallards often appear in large num-
bers during the spring migration peri-
od. Some will stay to nest here.

The muskrat (left) uses cattails for
food and houses, creating channels
and thousands of small, open-water
pools within the marsh. When rat num-
bers are right, the balanced marsh is
most productive for hundreds of wild-
life species.

TV Smedes is an avid waterfowl hunter
and wildlife photographer from
Des Moines.
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Using Wood Duc

By Lowell Washburn

One of the most spectacular events to
occur each vyear 1s the annual spring
migration of waterfowl through lowa. It
1S a fast-paced and exciting ttime when
places which only yesterday were noth-
ing more than barren expanses of snow.
ice, and withered cattails have suddenly
come alive with the hiss and roar of wild
WINES

During the next several weeks, over

two dozen webfoot types will visit our

state. From the tundra swans on down to
the shy hittle green-wings, the individual
species are as diverse as they are beautl-
ful. But 1n my opmion, at least, the

magniticent wood duck 1s the most strik-
ingly beautitul of them all

The bird’s plumage consists largely of
bold patterns of metallic greens, purples.
and burgundy. These indescent hues
continually change in response to vary
ing light conditions, and once the bird
has been observed at close hand there
can be no doubt that the title Beau
Brummell 1s justly deserved

However, the wood duck 1s not one o
willingly flaunt 1ts color. Among the
most secretive of waterfowl, the 51-'|I'i.i IS
most prone to frequent wooded swamp
lands, ttmbered niver bottoms, or willow-
lined creeks. These wooded covers also
supply the duck much of its forage, with
acorns ranking especially high on the
bird’s list of preferred foods.

esting Boxes

Perhaps the wood duck’s most un-
usual association with trees 1s its wood
pecker-like habit of nesting in them
Shortly after their arrival each spnng.
pairs begin searching for suitable cavi
ties among the trees of their home range
Most nest searching takes place during
the early morning hours. Invariably. the
female will lead the excursion with the
drake following close behind. During
these forays, mated pairs may often be
observed perched atop snags or among
the spreading branches of a dead tree as
the hen cranes her neck first this way
and then that as she sizes up potential
nest sites.

Once a location has been chosen, the
female will return to the site each morn:
ing to deposit a single egg. Most clutches




will contain 10 to 12 eggs, and incuba-
tion requires 30 days. When hatching 1s
complete, the hen flies to the ground and
calls her offspring from the nest. The
hen’s soft clucking creates quite a stir
among the members of the brood which
soon begin leaping in the general direc-
tion of the entrance. Suddenly, the first
baby appears in the doorway, and with-
out hesitation leaps into space. From
there the tempo quickens until the duck-
lings bail out of the nest two or three at
atime. As soon as the group 1s reassem-
bled on the ground, the female cau-
tiously leads the family to water.

Unfortunately, many of the wood
duck pairs returning to lowa each spring
find that natural cavities become harder
and harder to find. Stream channeliza-
tions, agricultural pressures, and even an
increased demand for firewood all serve
as important factors in the wood duck's
ever shrinking world

Those cavities which do remain are at
a premium as female woodies are forced
to compete for nesting space with squir-
rels, owls, starlings, and even other
wood ducks. During the spring of 1983,
| observed five wood duck pairs simul-
taneously exploring a single dead bass-
wood along the Winnebago River in
Worth county. Those birds which do
successfully initiate a nest are still sus-
ceptible to predators, with the raccoon
being public enemy number one
throughout the wood duck's range.

But in spite of all the pressures placed
upon them, lowa wood duck populations
remain at surprisingly high levels. Cur-
rently, the species fluctuates between
second and third in the hunter's bag,
with only the mallard and blue-winged
teal being taken in greater numbers. But,
as the duck’s woodland haunts continue
to disappear, biologists are less than
certain as to what the future may hold for
these regal birds

Fortunately, however, man can lend
the wood duck a helping hand through
the installation of nest boxes. Nesting
woodies eagerly accept these artificial
cavities, and for the person who enjoys
helping wildlife. building and maintain-
ing these structures can become a most
worthwhile and rewarding hobby.

Wood duck boxes may be constructed
Into a variety of shapes and sizes, and all
styles have both advantages and draw-
backs. Personally, I prefer two types.
The first is the traditional wooden bird
house which may be built from any type
of 1"x12" lumber. During the past two
sessions | have also been using, and had
excellent success with, what is common-
ly referred to as the bucket nest. This

Lowell Washburn

Lawell Washburn

inexpensive structure can be assembled
in minutes by simply putting together
two discarded five-gallon pails.

No matter which type of nest used,
there are a number of guidelines to
follow. First, a strip of "4-inch hardware
mesh should be attached to the inside of
the box, running from the bottom of the
entrance hole to at least halt way to the
floor. The ducklings will use this mesh as
an escape ladder and without this feature
a nest could inadvertently become a
death trap.

Since wood ducks add no nesting
material of their own, three to five inches
of coarse wood shavings should be add-
ed to the nest. Sawdust should be avoid-
ed since this matenal tends to become
hard packed. Suitable shavings can usu-
ally be found at retail outlets which
specialize in farm or kennel supplies

Also, a number of Yi-inch drainholes
should be drilled into the floor of all
nests.

For wooden boxes, | prefer a 3-inch
by 4-inch horizontal entrance hole,
which 1s the smallest a hen can fit
through. This entrance eliminates most
raccoon problems. Since bucket nests
have no lid, a slightly larger entrance
will make penodic nest maintenance a
much easier task. Boxes should be n-
spected and given a general house clean-
ing at least once each year.

In lowa, wood duck boxes should be
in place by mid to late March, and
selecting the best location for a nest 1s
perhaps the most critical step to success.,
| begin by choosing an area that [ know 1s
frequented by woodies and then try to
place the nest where 1t offers the greatest
visibility to passing birds. Nests placed

The beautiful wood duck
has also proven to be adapt-
able. At home in secretive,
wooded streams, the species
readily accepts man's help
in providing artificial nest-
ing boxes.




over the water may hold a greater attrag HC
tion than those [""|11LL‘\| over land. Wher f,.--"f & EYE

ever a nest 1s installed, precautions _r“‘——~\1_‘|
should be taken to protect the hen and il "MIN. 2,
eggs from roving predators. Routine —
maintenance is important. Unless nests !
are Kept in shape, they will contribute
little to the success of nesting wood
ducks

When beginning a nest box project,

|

HARDWARE | 23"
there 1S no reason to become Overly CLOTH — 20 1/2" |
concerned 1t the venture does not meet ! |
with immediate success. Sometimes, the SHAVINGS —~ * |
nests will just need time to be dis e |
covered 3 |

During the cold weather months, nest 1 I ' I f
boxes continue to serve wildlife as they 1 ,
become winter headquarters for a variety | ~—1/4" DRAINAGE
of creatures ranging from white-footed = e = HOLES
mice to screech owls

Female wood ducks have been found
to possess a rather phenomenal homing
mstinct. Once a nest produces its first
successtul brood, additional boxes may 3" MIN.
be added to the project with a tair degree
of certainty the boxes will be used —

Some interesting examples of the
wood duck’s uncanny homing instinct
have occurred at Cerro Gordo County s
Mallard Marsh where | have captured
and marked a number of hens and broods
before they left the nest. Adult hens
which survive untl the next nesting f
season will return to use boxes in the
immediate vicinity or may show up in ._
the exact same nest used the previous A= — Y
season. Web-tagged ducklings from the WATER . ] e =
previous spring will often move nto the NEST BOX PLANS O
boxes within a few vards of where they
were marked. Sometimes an incubating
hen will even be recaptured in the very
same box where she hatched the year
before

Since the lack of suitable natural
cavities, intense competition, and preda
tion all play a role in hmiting wood duck
numbers, 1t becomes easy to see¢ how a
collection of well-maintained, predator
proof nest boxes can greatly enhance
existing populations. In areas where the
bulldozer or chain saw has been espe-
cially aggressive, they may even spell
the difference between a mediocre popu
lation and a thriving one. Nest box
projects provide an opportunity for
everyone from professional biologists to
rank amateurs to make a real and signifi
cant contribution to the perpetuation of
this magnificent waterfowl species

Lowell Washburn recently joined the
commission as an information special-
ist located in Clear Lake. He has
worked as a naturalist for two lowa
counties and as an outdoor writer.

Lowell Washburn

by
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The streams in the Des Moines area
were about as high as | could ever
remember seeing them during my twen-
ty nine years living in Des Moines. In
early July I had attempted to canoe the
Raccoon and flipped in mid-channel at
the start of the trip causing me to aban-
don the plan.

When | got home there was a phone
call from my frequent canoeing compan-
on, Steve Kruse, of Huxley, who wanted
me to canoe Ballard Creek with him.
Normally, in consideration of domestic
heat, [ restrict my trips to one a week , but
turning over at the very start of a trip could
hardly be counted as a trnip. | risked the
domestic heat and said “yes.”

| met Steve the following day at about
11:00 am after he finished his moming
hospital rounds in Des Moines. Ballard
Creek is a small, twisting, fast-falling
stream that runs within a half mile of
Steve's home in Huxley. We parked my
truck on the Skunk River at Cambridge
about two blocks from where the creek
tlows in and drove Steve’s car and trailer
with his thirteen foot Grumman light and
carried the canoe down to the edge of the
stream. The water was extremely swift.

A fallen tree lay across the stream less
than one hundred feet from where we put
in. Steve wondered if we might be wise
0 carry the canoe past the tree before
starting. However, neither of us being
Prone 1o carrying canoes around over dry
land, we put in under the bridge and had
our first upset of the day when we tried
getting around the fallen tree. We picked
ourselves up out of the stream. rolled the
canoe against the shore and remounted
from mid-stream. Travelling along at a
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rapid pace we twisted down the stream
about another three hundred teet when
we encountered another fallen tree. We
had our second upset only this time Steve
went out backwards and lost his bi-
focals. | have special bands to hold my
new $183 sunglasses on in such emer-
gencies but they hurt my ears so I wasn't
using them. Too late to go back and get
them. This time the canoe went mostly
under the tree and it took quite a bit ot
maneuvering to pop back up and roll out
the water without getting pinned by a
broadsided canoe against the fallen tree.
A situation you would be wise to avoid
At any rate, we finally got the canoe out
and emptied and were once again on our
precarious way

The next thing we encountered was
taking the stream under Interstate 35. It
passes under the highway in what would
resemble a cattle chute. Already fast
moving water is now rushing. As we
entered the chute I saw turbulance in the
middle about three feet high. I would
guess we were moving through at about
twelve miles per hour. 1 was in front,
got down on my knees, prepared for
a crash. There was none. Whatever
caused the turbulance was far enough
under that we passed with only one big
wet splash. Somehow getting splashed
that hard seemed without consequence
after two dunkings. Coming out of the
chute we hit a sharp curve and a barbed
wire fence. We plowed into the bank to
avoid the fence, got out of the canoe Into
the stream, floated the canoe under the
fence. then crawled under the fence
ourselves and got back into the canoe
continuing downstream

-

~ Afternoon
Canoe Trip on

— Ballard Creek

Bv Charles Baumhover

Shortly we encountered two bovine
beauties weighing in at about 1,300
pounds apiece and sunbathing at about
shoulder depth in the muddle of the
stream. [ told Steve that at the speed we
were travelling they would not be able
to take long to decide if they wanted
to challenge our passage. Fortunately
they stepped aside rather quickly and
we passed between them without inci-
dent. A little further downstream we
made another sharp turn and landed on
a partially submerged piece of farm
machinery for our third upset of the day
Climbing back into the canoe we con-
tinued downstream and encountered yet
another fence. It looked as though we
were going to be able to glide under 1t but
there was another wire that neither of us
had seen. In trying to avoid 1t we upset
once more. This tme the canoe was
floating away from us. With a couple ot
rapid jumps I was able to grab hold and
keep it in tow until Steve got there to help
me. | did manage to catch my hand on
one of the barbs as we passed under, but
recerved no real injury,

Eventually the stream began to
straighten out and just before we floated
into the Skunk we came on four boys
swimming. They cautioned us that Bal-
lard Creek was a tough stream to canoe
“Too many fences and fallen trees,”
they said.

Charles Baumhover is originally from
Dubugue. He currently lives in Des
Moines and is an agent with Bankers
Life Insurance Company.
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WILDLIFE WEEK THEME IS “SOIL”

“Soill — We Can't Grow
Without It” 1s the theme for
this year's National Wildhte
Week, March 17 through
March 23

The 48th annual Wild-
life Week is sponsored by the
National Wildlife Federation
Soil conservation was chosen
as this year’'s message not
Uﬂi}' because soil 1s one of the
nation’s most 1mportant natu
ral resources. but also because
1985 marks the 50th anni-

versary of the founding of
the Soil Conservation Sei
vice, part of the Department
of Agriculture

lo help Amencans cele
brate Wildlife Week, the
National Wildlife Federation
and its 51 afthiliates will dis
tribute more than halt a mul
llon Wildlife Week education
Kits tree of Lh;iT':JL‘ to educa
tors across the country en
couraging millions to partic
pate in 1985 Wildlife Week

More No-Till in '84

No-till farming, the “cadil-
lac” of conservation ullage
methods for soil conser-
vation purposes, continued
rapid growth in lowa in 1984.
Estimates show more than
600,000 acres were no-tilled
in 1984, compared to 400,000
in 1983.

“That’s a 50 percent In-
crease in a year, and 1s also 6
times as much as the acreage
in 1980, says Mike Nethery,
state conservationist for the
USDA Soil Conservation Ser-
vice (SCS). The SCS worked
with other agencies in making
the survey cooperatively with
the National Conservation

Tillage Information Center at
Ft. Wayne, Indiana

The bulk of the acreage was
corn, with 522,500 acres
planted by no-till. Another
95,500 acres of soybeans
were planted by no-till.

"We're pleased to see the
increase 1n this soil-saving
practice, and we re especially
pleased that the increase came
from all areas of the state.”
Nethery says. No-ull plant
ing 1s done without disturb
ing the land, thus leaving
the past year's crop residues
on the soil surface for soil
I“ll'UlL‘L‘[HH‘.
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DATE SET FOR STAMP DESIGN CONTESTS

lowa wildlife artists must
submit their designs for the
state’s 1986 trout, habitat. and
waterfowl stamps between
May 20 and May 24, 1985

Ross Harrison, superinten
dent of information and edu-
cation for the State Conserva-
tion Commission, said any
artist wanting to compete in
the anhual contest should re-
quest a set of rules from the
commission. Rules can be ob-
tained by writing the lowa

Conservation Comimission,
Wallace State Office Build
ing, Des Moines 503 19-0034
Entries are restricted to lowd
artists only

The designs are used |
stamps which hunters aid
fishermen must purchase 10
pursue their sports Judging
will take place in the auditor!
um of the Wallace State Office |
Building, Des Moines, at [0 §
p.m. June 3, 1985 '

[OI
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The lowa Conservation
Commission reminds boaters
that this 1s the year to register
boats. At midnight Apnl 30,
all boat registration certifi-
cates will expire.

Vessel owners may obtain
an application for registration
from the county recorder in
the county in which they re-
side. Registrations will be
valid for a two-year period
ending Apnil 30, 1987. The
fees for boat registrations are
as follows:

BOAT REGISTRATIONS EXPIRE

Odd-Numbered

New Registrations Only

Even Numbered

IOWA BOAT REGISTRATION FEES Year Year
No Motor New $ 5.00 $ 250
No Sail Any Length Renew 5.00 —
New 8.00 4.00
Less Than 12 Ft. In Length Renew 8.00 —
New 10.00 5.00
Motorboat 12 Ft. To Less Than 15 Ft Renew 10.00 —
OR New 12.00 6.00
Sailboat 15 Ft. To Less Than 18 Ft. Renew 12.00 —
New 18.00 9.00
18 Ft. To Less Than 25 Fi Renew 18.00 —
New 28.00 14.00
25 Ft. Or More In Length Renew 28.00 —
New 25.00 12.50
Documented Vessels Any length Renew 25.00 —

The State Forest Nursery
continues to accept orders for
tree seedlings. Some varieties
have already sold out and
those stll planning to order
are encouraged to do so soon.

Species stll available in
good quantities include white
pine, red pine, ponderosa
pine, jack pine, white ash,
tion, reforestation, or erosion
control

- A$1.00 w_ritlng fee is charged f}yﬂ!he county recorder for ea{:h-regﬁstranon

ORDER TREE SEEDLINGS NOW

Plants may be ordered in
units of 100, but the total
order must equal or exceed
500 plants. The only excep-
tion to the minimum require-
ment 1s that an order may
consist of one wildlife packet
and/or one songbird packet.
These special packets are pre-
selected shrubs, evergreens.,
silver maple, burr oak, Rus-
sian olive, tatarian honey-

suckle, amur honeysuckle,
ninebark, redosier dogwood,
and osage orange.

The State Forest Nursery
was originated not only to
provide plants for state land,
but also to provide low
cost plant matenal to the pub-
lic. This stock must be planted
for wildlife habitat produc-
and broadleafed trees de-
signed to benefit wildhfe and

songbirds.

For order blanks or more

information contact the lowa
Conservation Commission

district

foresters.

wildlife

biologists, county extension
offices or the State Forest
Nursery, 2404 So. Duff,
Ames, lowa 50010, 515/294-

4622

“Since they couldn’t come
to the park, we took the park

to them.”

50 said Jim Humberg, as-
sistant ranger at Big Creek
State Park. about a project he
recently initiated. Humberg
constructed two large bird
teeders and erected them at
the nearby Polk City Manor
Nursing Home, where birds
and squirrels now entertain

the residents.

Humberg and other Big
Creek rangers then asked Polk
City businesses for donations
to buy bird seed. “No one
tumned us down, ™ he said. “We
raised enough money to buy
300 pounds of seed and we fill
the feeders every week. It

should last the winter

BIRD FEEDERS ENTERTAIN ELDERLY

'"K CITY MANOR °
CARE!CENTER
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Bald Eagle Days
a Chilling Experience

Bald eagle fans are brave.
Even with a temperature of
minus 20°F accompanied by a
windchill factor of 50 or more
degrees below zero, they sull
flocked to Keokuk to admire
our national symbol

January 19-20, Keokuk
hosted 1ts first Bald Eagle Ap-
preciation Days program that
was sponsored by the lowa
Conservation Commission,
[llinois and Missouri Depart
ments of Conservation, Army
Corps of Engineers. the
Keosipp: Mall and the towns-
folks. Over 770 people at-
tended the indoor program
which included a talk, film
and a honest-go-goodness live
bald eagle called Omega

The stout-hearted could al-
SO visit two observation areas
on the Mississippt riverfront
to view wild bald eagles. Bi-
ologists were present at the
observation areas to point out
the eagles, answer questions
and provide spotting scopes
so that the visitors could get a
better view of the soaring
eagles.

Although bald eagles are
endangered in lowa, about
150 birds winter near open
water throughout the state and
1,000 eagles spend the winter
along the Mississippi River.
The Keokuk area attracts 150-
450 eagles each winter. The
birds tend to concentrate there
because the power plant dam
keeps the water open so the
eagles can obtain their main
source of food — fish.

Wildlife Art Show
Date, Location Changed

lowa's largest art exhibi
tion and sale, the lowa Wild
life iIn Art Show, previously
set for April,, has been re
scheduled tor May 31 and
June 1-2 at the Des Moines
Marnott Hotel

Show advisor, Ross Harm
son, explained that the April
date was based on use of the
new Des Moines Convention
Center. “That facihty will not
be available,” Harmson said,
“until at least July.”

Forty-five of lowa's lead
ing artists will have all origi
nal works at the show and all
will be for sale. Twenty per
cent of the proceeds from art
sales goes for environmental
education in lowa. The State
Conservation Commission
and lowa Natural Heritage
Foundation are sponsors ol
the show

A new addition to the annu
al event will be the state
waterfowl, habitat and trout
stamp contest. Judging of the
designs will begin at 1 p.m.,
May 2 at the Mamott. Visi
tors will have the opportunity
to see the more than 100 ex
pected entries i the stamp
competition and watch judges
select the winners.

The art show 1s open to the
public with a $1 admission
charge June 1-2. The show
opens the evening of May 31
with Hentage Night. Tickets
are on sale now for $50 each
from the Hentage Founda
tion, 505 5th Ave., Suite 830,
Des Moines, lowa 50309

Governor ‘Terry Branstad
will soon proclaim Apnl 21-
27 as Arbor Week, urging
[owans to assist in the plant-
ing of trees and shrubs in
order to beautity lowa

According to lowa Conser-
vation Commission state
forester Gene Hertel, state
nursery stock sales were in
heavy demand this year and
shipments will soon be made.

ARBOR WEEK, TREE PLANTING TIME

The seedlings are in excellent
condition and with proper
care should produce healthy
trees and shrubs.

Hertel also said the plant
ing of trees 1s important for
increasing lowa’s wood-
lands, establishing orchards
and windbreaks and improv
ing the quality of life in lowa’s
cies.

“CARE"” PACKAGES FOR WILDLIFE

The State Forest Nursery
has put togther some tree and
shrub packets for those who
care about wildhite

These inexpensive packets
are compnised of special seed-
lings which provide food and
shelter for wildhite

The wildlife package con
tains fifty conifers, fifty hard
woods and fifty each of twi
shrubs. It may be purchased
by rural lowans only, at a cost
of 517 delivered

The songbird packet con
tains five each of mnebark
amur honeysuckle, gray dog
wood and autumn olive, It
sells for $10 and 1s available *
to rural and urban residents

Orders may be placed
through lowa Conservatior
Commussion district foresters
wildlife biologists, county ex
tension oftices. or the State
Forest Nursery, 2404 South
Duft, Ames, lowa 0010,
515/294-4622

TAX EXEMPTION DEADLINE

The lowa Conservation
Commuission reminds those
filing for tax exemptions
under the slough bill that ap
plications for forest reserva-
tions and wildlite habitat must
be in the hands of the county
assessor by April 15. Wildlite
habitat applications must be
previously approved by the
area s lowa Conservation

Commission wildhife mi
agement biologist

Also, wetlands applica
tions must be received by the
local Soil Conservation Se
vice district for certification
by April 15. The wetlands
category includes open prairc
torest cover. nver and streams
and their banks and recrea
tional lakes

*ANGLING IOWA” on IPT

Fishing enthusiasts will be
happy to hear that lowa Public
Television is broadcasting a
|3-part series entitled *An-
gling Towa.”™ The half-hour
shows air Friday at 8:30 p.m.
and rerun the following Satur-
day morning at 10:30 a.m.

The first two programs
highlighted winter fishing and
early crappie fishing in lowa
and were shown in late Febru-
ary. The remaining 11 shows
will be broadcast over the next
three months

Each program deals with a
different body of water and a
different species of fish, and
will feature a guest expert.
Seven of the 13 shows are
new in the series; six were
produced in 1983 and aired
last April and May

The remaining schedule o
shows 1s as follows:

Date Subject
March | & 2 SPRING BASS
FISHING

March 8 & 9 TROUT FISHING
March 15 & 16 WEST OKOBOJI .
SMALLMOUTH
BASS
March 22 & 23 DES MOINES
RIVER CATFISH
& WALLEY
March 29 & 30 EARLY SUMMER
ON THE
MISSISSIPEY
FLYFISHING FOR
BLUEGILIL
FARM PONDS
SPIRIT LAKI
MUSKIES
LAKL |
CATFISHING
FALL BASS
FISHING
RIVER |
SMALLMOL TH
BASS

Apnl S & 6

April 12 & 13
Apnl 19 & 20

April 26 & 27
May 3 & 4

May 10 & 11




LEADERS IN CONSERVATION

lowa Wild Turkey Federation

The lowa Wild Turkey Fed-
eration, formed in 1977, 1s a
non-profit conservation orga-
nization concerned with the
wise management and conser-
vation of the wild turkey
lowa. The membership totals
1,100 including sportsmen.
landowners. conservationists,
educators and other interested
individuals. IWTF is the state
chapter of the National Wild
Turkey Federation, headquar-
tered in Edgefield, South
Carolina. The lowa chapter is
proud of the fact that it has the
highest percentage of turkey
hunters as federation mem-
bers of any of the 36 state
uhuptcr\.

The IWTF generates public
interest in the wise manage-
ment and conservation of the
wild turkey and promotes
sportsmanship and ethical be-
havior among wild turkey en-
thusiasts. To accomplish this.
the federation sponsors turkey
hunter seminars in the spring
and fall and provides educa-
tional programs to civic and
youth groups. Hundreds of
seminars have been conduct-
ed over the past five years and
approximately one-third of
lowa’s turkey hunters have
attended. The programs stress
hunter safety, ethics, hunting
tactics and the history of wild
turkey restoration in lowa.

Another successful en-
deavor of IWTF is its anti-
poaching program. The pro-
gram rewards informants who
witness and report unlawful
killings of wild turkeys in
lowa. ‘

The informant’s name is
known only to the lowa Con-
servation Commission who
coordinates payment of the
reward,

- Strengthening the coopera-
ton between landowners and
hunters is an ongoing project
of INTE A landowner thank
you card has been developed

by the federation to be sent
by the hunter to the land-
owner after the hunt. This has
proven to be a simple but
effective tool to improve hunt-
er/landowner relations. The
federation was responsible for
legislation which guarantees a
landowner a permit to hunt
turkeys on his or her own
property during both the
spring and fall seasons

Preserving and protecting
lowa’s dwindling timber
habitat I1s an important area ol
concern of the IWIE A
habitat acquisition fund has
been established and funds
have been earmarked for pur
chase of suitable turkey
habitat. However, the ftedera-
tion believes that the best way
to raise the needed funds to
significantly affect the prob
lem 1s to levy a small users tee
on all citizens who enjoy
lowa’s timbers.

Individual members of the
federation receive Turkey Call
magazine, the official bi
monthly publication of the na-
tional organization: Turke)
Tales newsletter, the quarterly
publication of IWTF; a decal
and a membership card. An-
nual dues are $15 for adult
with a $5 membership avail-
able for youths 17 or under
According to Roger Raisch,
state president, “The maga-
zines alone are well worth
$15, but more importantly,
sportsmen should join to have
the opportunity to become ac-
tive in issues and problems
facing the wild turkey and 1ts
habitat and to help preserve
part of our natural heritage tor
our children and their chil-
dren. All concemed citizens
owe this commitment to fu-
ture generations.”

To join, contact Roger W.
Raisch, The Iowa Wild Tur
key Federation, 700 21st
Street, West Des Moines,
lowa 50265.

Gene “Cork™ Battey

By Ermin Jenninges
Conservation Officer

-

“Cork™ Battey became in-
spired early on the basic
values of preserving habi-
tat, the taking of legal limits
and the companionship of
youth. These values came
from his father, Don Battey
and grandfather, Herman
Korneman on the banks and
backwaters of the Mississippi
and Cedar nvers.

The first thrust came from
hpL‘Hdiny SI1X years on the
board of directors of the Mus-
catine lzaak Walton League,
two of which he served as
President. He worked hand 1n
hand with the lowa Conserva-
tion Commission on projects
of tree plantings and wood-
duck box placement in the
area. His most satistying
times were spent with the ten
youths he took to conserva-
tion camp at Springbrook
State Park two years in a row.
Battey also helped establish
the “Wally Newcomb Land
Acquisition Fund,” a means
to obtain land for the chapter.

While with the lkes, Bat-
tey joined two local bass
clubs, sat on their boards and
won bassmaster of the year in
1977. But he 1s more than a
good angler. With these clubs,
he helped with fishing proj-
ects, kids contests and the
implementation of “catch and
release” requirements in their
contesls.

In 1975, Battey was con-
tacted by Ducks Unlimited to

set up a chapter. Having been
a member for four years,
he decided to take on the
challenge, and in 1976, the
Great River Chapter was
formed. This local club has
raised over $96,000 tor Ducks
Unlimited in the eight years
since its birth

In 1979, Battey was ap
pointed Zone Chairman to
work with 12 chapters on
the Lower Mississippi from
Davenport to Keokuk. In

1981 he became District
Chairman of Southeast lowa

He holds the position to date,
coordinating efforts with sey

en zone people and some
thirty-si1x chapters 1 this
Southeast quarter of lowa.
This position has him on the
Executive and State Council
for lowa D.U. The lowa divi

sion has grown tremendously
from 10 chapters and $45.000
in 1971, to 83 chapters and
$1.1 million raised in 1983,

About six years ago Battey
became a turkey hunter and
soon joined the National Wild
Turkey Federation. He has
since helped the lowa chapter
set up hunter safety seminars
in the Muscatine area

The past two summers
have found Battey and the
Ducks Unlimited committee
taking part in the “Kids Fish-
Ing Seminar” sponsored by a
local sporting goods dealer
and the County Conservation
Board. This event has afford-
ed some 500 kids from the
area a chance to learn the art
of fishing and its many
sidelines from various experi-
enced personnel

Today’s youth and our
habitat are benefiting from the
“seeds” planted in Battey as a
youth. Conservation has been
foremost in his mind and it’s a
sure bet he will pursue more
of the same in the future.

One of his favorite quotes
1S, “We have an obligation to
pass this world on to our chil-
dren in as good as or better
shape than we received it!™




IOWA STATE PARK MASCOT CONTEST

The state park section of the lowa Conservation Commission has been actively
pursuing ways to acquaint more people with the many activities and fine facilities
lowa state parks have to offer. As another means of achieving this goal, the lowa
Conservation Commission, Adventure Lands of America, Jerry Gazaway & Asso-
ciates, Miracle Equipment Company and Chase Concessions are sponsoring a
poster contest to “adopt” a mascot for the lowa state parks. The ultimate goal will
be to use the winning poster to design a costume to be worn at various events in
the state parks throughout lowa (similar to Smokey the Bear & Woodsy Owl)

School children in the fourth through sixth grades are eligible to enter. The prize
winners will be announced during State Park Week in June 1985 and will be invited
to attend an award ceremony in Des Moines

One night's lodging and one day free admission for the winner and
his’her immediate family to Adventure Land Park

2nd Prize: $100 Savings Bond — Donated by Jerry Gazaway & Associates and
Miracle Equipment Company

2 Honorable
Mentions : $75 each — Donated by Rick Chase of Chase Concessions

RULES

1st Prize

1. The poster must be drawn on poster paper 15" x 20" or 14" x 22", Students may
sketch their design lightly with pencil, but it must be colored. Any type of media
may be used, such as crayon, cut paper, etc., but it should be easy to reproduce
No more than three (3) colors may be used

2. The poster should include the mascot s name and illustrate some form of activity
In a state park. A “slogan’ to further illustrate the poster's message is a good
addition, but is not required.

Please keep in mind that the poster will be used to design a costume to be worn
at special events. Select a mascot accordingly

3. The official entry form must be attached to the back of the poster and completely
filled out.

4. Posters may be packed and wrapped flat or mailed in a sturdy mailing tube
5. All entries must be received or postmarked by April 15, 1985

6. Entries cannot be acknowledged or returned. All entries become the property of
the lowa Conservation Commission

7. Winners will be contacted by mail and listed in the lowa Conservationist
magazine.

8. Children of the judging committee may not enter

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM

(Please print)

NAME SEiTe PHONE
ADDRESS —

CITY STATE ZIP
NAME & ADDRESS OF SCHOOL

GRADE -
TO PARENT OR TEACHER:

To the best of my knowledge, this is the original work of my child/student and represents his
her level of ability

DATE OF BIRTH

Signature of ParentTeacher
Check One: ( ) Parent () Teacher
All entries must be postmarked no later than deadline date of April 15, 1985. Address to: lowa
Conservation Commission, Wallace State Office Building, Des Moines, lowa 50319-
0034. Fill out entry form completely and secure it to the lower left hand corner on the back of
the entry

Nature

The bamn swallow, which goes by th
latin name Hirundo rustica, 1s perhap
the most graceful of birds. With it
iridescent back, rust-colored undersur
tace and deeply torked tail, 1t 1s also ons
of the most attractive birds. And 1t |
common on the lowa landscape: nearl
every tarmstead has one or more pairs
Finally, 1t 1s one of the most beneficial
living nearly exclusively on flying in
sects. T'his 1s a short story about a barr
swallow that spends his summers on .
small farm along a small river in centra
lowa

Rundo was angry. Normally bar
swallows don’t get angry. but this wa
too much! Everything was fine twi
weeks ago — he had just left the pleasan
valley with a large lake in South Americ:
and had begun the long journey north
[he first day went well, with lLigh
breezes and good-tasting insects hatch
ng in Lowsiana. The second day, how
ever, began with a red sky and fast
moving clouds, followed by strong
winds. Hurricane Abel was punishing
the seacoast, and Rundo had to fly unde
a bridge among a hundred big pesk
pigeons where he spent all day and al
night. For the next two days. he fough
the winds to catch a tew insects just k
stay alive. Then the sky cleared and he
ate and ate, storing up energy for the
long flight. But now he was four day
late!

[n southern Arkansas a kestrel. th
smallest American falcon. dived o1
Rundo, grabbed him by the wing. anc
tlew towards a dead tree. The terrorize
little swallow frantically beat his othe
wing and finally got free. but his lel
wing was cut and bruised. He fled into
nearby building and hid among the rat
ters. The httle falcon left and the nex
moming Rundo flew from the building
and painfully continued his northwart
journey wiser to the ways ot hawks
He fed as he flew because now he was
five days behind schedule. In Missourt
he encountered heavy rains and had to s
under another bridge while the skie:
emptied. He was now six days behinc
and geting peeved. At last he got K
lowa and followed landmarks known [
swallows until he got to the same smal
farm in central lowa where he had raisec
a tamily the past three years — the samc
one he left last September. He buzzec
past the old barn. It was so good to be
home!




1

v Rei Meer

Tale For Kids

Around and around the bamn he tlew:
on the third trip around, a strange swal-
low flew from Rundo’s old nest site and
chased him. Someone else was using his
barn. The intruder chased Rundo across
the field and then returned to the bam
Rundo flew to the old comcrib, but those
awful, sassy house sparrows had taken
over that old nest. So, you can see why
Rundo was angry. He sat on the wire and
poured forth a bubbly song. but now a
song of sadness. His bam for the past
three years was now another swallow’s
home. The comcrib, his alternate nest
site, was also in use. Darned hurricane!
Darned talcon! Darmned rainstorm!

He fretted most of the day, and then
flew to the nearby quarry where he
skimmed the water and captured
midges. He had spent so much time
under bridges on his way north that he
decided to fly under a bridge to spend the
night, Those big pigeons kept him up
most of the night with their funny coo
ing. But he got accustomed to it, and

finally accepted them as fniends. He
pouted for a day or so, but then started
flying far and wide to see if any late
arriving female swallows were around
1'“13”{} Ol l'Hle_J}‘I winged swallows and
tree swallows, but no bamn swallows

But persistence pays, and a week later

two barn swallows were seen flying
from the muddy edge of the lake to the
bridge, carrying mud tor their new nest.
A week later, there were four whitish
CEES with brown blotches in the nest
under the brnidge. Rundo didn't exactly
like the location because his real home
was over there in that barn, and he often
buzzed through the barnyard close to the
barn just to upset the swallows that had
stolen his barn

Back at the brnidge in early June, the
four eggs had now turned nto tour
hungry young swallows. They sat on the
edge of the nest trying to muster the
courage to fly. One was pushed, and fell
into the water. Nothing Rundo could do
would save the little swallow. Another

Rundo - The Angry Barn Swallow
By Dean M. Roosa

flew unsteadily from under the bridge up
across the road and lost the battle 1n a
collision with a truck. The other two
fledged safely, and were soon skimming
over the quarry. One got hit by a pellet
from a pellet gun of a nearby neighbor
youngster, and Rundo was now father to
only one young barn swallow

In late August hundreds of swallows
of all kinds flocked around the quarry
lake. In one exuberant sweep, they all
left for their wintering grounds. It was an
uneventual trip, and Rundo was pleased
to return to the broad valley where he fed
and perched in the warm sun all winter

Remembering the awful trip north the
previous year, Rundo was the first swal-
low to leave the valley the following
spring. The trip north this time was as
gutﬂ.! as the previous one was bad. He
armived at the old barn on the small farm,
in central lowa, claimed 1t as his own.
and sat proud and happily on a wire,
pouring forth an intricate and bubbly
song. How nice to be home!




A MIRACLE TREE

By Bob Hibbs

“Grow your own firewood. In four
years you will be cutting cordwood
about four to five inches in cahber
Produce three to five cords per acre per
year.

50 read the ads from nurseries selling
today’s muracle tree, the hybnd poplar
What are hybnd poplars? They are simi-
lar to our native ]"H‘IplilT'H, daspen, and
cottonwood. What makes them different
1s the fact that th“_\' have two or more
types of the Populus tamily n thewr
parentage. In lowa, we have tour natu-
rally occurming “clones™ (reproduced
without flower and seed) of European
white poplar and large-tooth aspen hy
brids. We have also imported the Eur-
americana clones which are crosses be-
tween our native cottonwood and the
European black cottonwood. This year
the State Forest Nursery sold this hybnd
at seven dollars per one hundred rooted
cuttings. It quickly sold out

Are these hybrids indeed miracle
trees” The answer 1s both yes and no:
much research is currently being done
There are literally dozens of crosses
being tried, and regrettably, many are
being sold with inadequate field trials
and with exaggerated claims. Hybnd
poplars are quite prone to many leat and
stem diseases, meaning that Some cross
es will survive while others will not
These trees, like all trees, have specific
site requirements. For example, the na
tive lowa aspen hybrids need a good,
well-drained site; the Euramericana cot
tonwood hybrid prefers a wetter bottom-
land site. Check with your nursery sup
plier to find out which hybnd 1s being
offered. Then ask your forester whether
your soitl matches the needs of your
hybnd

Dr. Richard Hall, professor of forestry
at lowa State University, has monitored
field research plantings 1n Marshall
County since 1978. Preliminary results
indicate that the native hybrids and the
Euramencana clone will be quite pro
ductive. Measurements were taken in the

ISU plots six years after planting. One
native hybnid called the Crandon clone
averaged four inches in diameter and
produced the equivalent of mine cords
per acre — 1% cords per acre per year
The Euramericana clone averaged 3
inches in diameter and produced juslt
under seven cords per acre — 1.1 cord
per acre per year. Field measurements
from ditferent 20-year-old plantings of
red oak, walnut, and ash indicate pro
ductivity figures between 0.3 and 0.7
cords per acre per year It 1s safe to
assume that the hybrids will be twice as
productive as the more dense native
hardwoods, 1n less than one-third the
time. But realize, too, that poplar or
cottonwood hybnds will have one-hall
the BTU content per cord of the more
dense, native hardwoods. BTUs per
pound are about the same for all woods.
The real advantage. then, 15 the time
required to obtain fuelwood from a
planting

When hybrid poplars are cut, 1t 1s not
necessary o rupl;illl Cottonwood cross-
es will sprout abundantly from the
stump, and aspen hybrids will sprout
from the root system. Because the new
stems inherit the water and nutnent capa
bilities of the existing roots, they usually
grow much faster. The second and third
harvest cycles should be more produc
tive than the first. Researchers do not
know how many cuttings can be made of
the original planting, but several should
be possible. One problem with the
sprouting tendency occurs when the as-
pen hybrids are used for yard plantings
Within a few years after planting, root
sprouts are likely to pop up throughout
yvour vard!

I he Marshall County field plantings
also suggest that the Androscoggin hy
brid (an Asian poplar/western black cot
tonwood) may be too disease prone for
some lowa sites. If you purchase a
mixture of untried hybrids, you should
expect that some will not survive. You

A six-year-old hybrid poplar grown in lowa.

will have to fill in your planting sever:
vears later by taking cuttings from thoss
hybrids that have grown well and show
themselves to be disease resistant. Bl
realize, too, that disease resistance wi
decrease with time

Choosing and propagating your ow
clones can be a fascinating aspect «
growing hybnid poplars. For informatio
about making cuttings, ask your Count
Extension Director for forestry extensio
notes F-345, "Selection of hybrid pof
lars tor rapid growth.”

Field plantings of poplar hybrids hay
also shown another significant probler
by being a favorite food for deer. This |
extremely desirable if your intent is t
plant something that will benefit wilc
lite. But if your intent 1s to produc
firewood, you may have to add twe
three, or more years to your anticipate
harvest date. Or you’ll have to mak
your planting large enough to feed bot
the deer and your woodstove!

Weed control in hybrid poplar plant
ings 1s also difficult, since Prince
(simazine) cannot be used sately on an
of the poplar/cottonwood hybrids. Th
best advice today is simply to kill th
existing grass and weeds with Roundu
prior to planting. and then cultivate «
mow as necessary o keep the seedling
STOWINE.

You can grow a winter s wood suppl
for your home, on ong acie, in about si
years. You can if the deer. diseases, «
weed and grass control problems don
slow you down. Plant about 800 stem
per acre — a six- to eight-foot spacing -
and give 1t a try. The hybrid poplars ar
fun and worthwhile even if lowa’s so
and climate cannot match some of th
nurseries” claims

Bob Hibbs is a district forester locate
in Marshalltown. He holds a B.S. de
gree in forestry from lowa State Univer
sity and has been with the commissio
stnce 19710).
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Rare Visit by a

Siberian Goose

By John Fleckenstein

The north winds that chill us through
the winter blew an unexpected visitor to
lowa this season. A bean goose (scien-
tific name Anser fabalis) appeared at
DeSoto National Wildlhife Refuge betfore

New Year's and spent the first week of

the year there with a flock of white-
fronted and Canada geese. Bean geese
are native to Europe and Asia. They are
seen at least once a year in Alaska, but
only once or twice before has a wild bean
goose been reported elsewhere in North
America.

The goose was first seen on December
29. Rick Wright and Alan Grenon were
counting birds on the DeSoto Retuge for
the Omaha Chapter of the Audubon
Society as part of the annual, nation-
wide Christmas bird count. They saw an
unusual bird among a flock of white

fronted geese on the slough. A search of

their field guides suggested that it was a
bean goose. The following day, several
other local bird watchers confirmed the
identification.

Within a few days, the discovery was
announced on the Audubon Society na-
tional bird hotline. This recorded phone
message 1s used by birders to spread the
news of exciting sightings. For many,
adding a new species to the list of 700 or
more which they have seen is the high
point of the year. People flocked to the
refuge from New Hampshire, Washing-
ton D.C., Colorado. Others came from
Omaha, Sioux City, and nearby Missouri
Valley. As many as 1600 people per day
visited the refuge.

[ went out to DeSoto January 13. but
the goose had left. It had last been seen
on January 10. One disappointed couple
also arrived too late. They had driven
from Colorado to see the goose.

Bean geese are about the size of snow
geese, weighing 6-7 pounds. They are
lighter colored than Canada geese and
have a dark brown head. Their most
distinctive feature is bright orange-
yellow legs. Five races of bean geese
have been described. They are separated
by shape and color of the bill and relative
Size. The DeSoto bird had a long,
straight bill with a narrow band of yellow
at lhf{ tip. These features are characteris-
tc of the middendorfi race.

This race breeds on the ftorested taiga
of eastern Siberia. It winters in eastern
China and Japan. Other races breed
across northern Asia and Europe and
migrate to the Mediterranean Sea and the
west coast of Europe.

The habits of bean geese are similar to
many North American geese. They usu-
ally feed on land, eating green plants and
seeds. They have learned that farmers’
fields can provide an easy meal. In fact,
their species name, fabalis, comes from
the Latin name of the field bean, a type
formerly grown by tarmers across
Europe. The DeSoto bird lived up to 1ts
name. It flew out to feed in nearby crop
fields with the Canada geese each after-
noon.

How did this bird get to western lowa,
thousands of miles from its natural
range” Some think 1t escaped from a
water fowl collection in the United
States. Many people keep watertfowl and
are especially interested in exotic birds.
These escape occasionally, and 1t they
survive in the wild, soon look and act
like wild birds

If this bird came trom Sibena, 1t flew
across the Bering Straits and bypassed
geese along the west Alaskan coast
Most of these birds winter in Calitornia
and along the Pacific coast. It flew to
central Alaska or to the Arctic coast.
Waterfow!l from these areas nmugrate
through the Dakotas, Nebraska, and
western lowa.

Other birds have made this tnp. Last
winter, a slatey gull spent several days in
the St. Lous area. This species 1s also
native to Siberia. It may have ridden
across from Siberia and down to the
Midwest on the frigid front which ar-
rived here in November of 1983. The
bean goose may have ridden a similar
cold front.

Other evidence suggests that the bird
was wild. Bean geese are not very attrac-
tive and are very hard to obtain. There-
fore. few North American collectors
have them. Most captive birds are of the
European races. Serious collectors mark
their birds with bands or tattoes and take
precautions to keep them from escaping.

This bird showed no evidence of hav-
ing been n a collection. It was not

Larry Galloway

banded or tattoed. Its feathers were not
worn by life in a pen. It flew strongly and

generally acted like a wild bird. Of

course bands fall oft, feathers grow out,
and a tame bird could quickly leam to act
wild. We will probably never know if
this bird was an escapee or always wild.
Plenty of evidence points either way, so
believe what you will.

[ hope it was a wild bird. And I hope 1t
survives the winter. But since 1t 1s a
“different” bird its chances are lessened.
The geese in a flock survive in part
because they are very much alike. They
have evolved to fit their environment
They look the same, eat the same tood,
fly the same way. A different bird proba-
bly does not fit this environment as well.
[t may do alright, but more likely, it will
be less successtul. It will not find famul-
1ar foods. Its different appearance might
attract the attention of a hunter or another
predator.

If our bean goose returns north in
spring, 1t will probably remain in Canada
or Alaska. A return trip to Siberia would
be very difficult. It may breed with a
white-fronted goose — a closely related
species. Or it may remain unmated.

In any case, it added some excitement
to the lives of birdwatchers in lowa.
They will have their binoculars out in the
spring and again in the fall watching for a
bean goose or other rare species from far
away places.

John Fleckenstein is the data manager

for the commission’s natural areas in-

ventory. He holds an M.S. degree in
zoology from North Dakota State Uni-
versity.




Wendy Yan Crundy

By Wendy Van Gundy

As | traveled Highway 150 to Volga
River State Recreation Area, | began to
list the reasons a person may enter the
conservation field. I was specifically
interested 1n the charactensucs neces-
sary to become a park ranger. My plans
were to spend time with Jerry Reisinger.
park ranger at Volga, and explore this
5.432-acre recreation area in Fayette
County.

My first question which heads the list
for many people was, “What do you do
all winter after you close the recreation
area’” Upon entering the maintenance
and office building, | saw a pair of cross
country skis in the comer and a snow-
mobile helmet on the file cabinet and I
immediately asked Jerry about them

“Yes," he said, “they are used as part
of my work. I not only drive trucks and
tractors, | must also know how to ma-
neuver these skis up and down hills
without smacking into a tree.

This 1s Jerry’s first season with skis
and I chuckled to myself when I thought

of this six-foot person taking his first
tumble 1in some snow drift after missing a
curve along the trail. It usually hurts the
ego more than the body. _

A snowmobile and skis are standard
equipment in some parks and recreation
areas. The parks do not close in the
winter and this equipment is used for law
enforcement, emergency rescue efforts,
and assisting the public. I soon witnessed
Jerry's public relations techniques as we
skied the hilly terrain on that cold, crisp
morning. We had just stepped across a
small flowing spring when we heard the
drone of a snowmobile coming through
the valley. We sidestepped to the edge of
the trail and waited and within moments.
the snowmobiler popped over the hill
He slowed to a stop and asked about the
tratl system in Volga. Jerry directed him
to some of the more interesting Spots
along the seventeen miles of trails, and
explained why those places are popular
during the winter months. After the
snowmobiler had left. Jerrv noted that
many hikers, hunters, and horseback
nders utihze the trails throughout other
seasons of the year
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A Ranger’s View of Volga

All state recreation areas in lowa are
open for hunting and trapping as W ell as
picknicking and camping. | asked Jerr)
If he had heard many complaints due 1©
conflicts in uses. He shook his head and
explained, “I've worked here at e
Volga River State Recreation Area 101
six vears and 've never had a sigmiicant
|1’|-“hi'~'111 with cross-country SsKiers vs
snowmobilers or hunters vs. other Users
The only problem that anses each spring
1s the conflict that sometimes OCCUIS
between turkey hunters and mushrooi
hunters. This pl'uhium could be resolved
if the mushroom hunter would wait until
noon betore HL'L'!‘.“'!:._’ the morels [urkey
season is only open until noon and
neither hunter would then interfere with
cach other ™

Park rangers’ role in promoting ¢
servation can be very rewarding but
there are those times when they wish thdl
they could escape the park and lead 4
more normal private life. These rangeis
are practically on call 24 hours & ¢
They expect and get calls or franti
knocks on the front door at any Hinc ol
the day or night.
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Jerry recalls one of those nights. I
had been in bed a few hours when I heard
a loud knocking at my door. | rolled over
and looked at my clock — it was nearly 4
a.m. By this time, the knock had turned
into a continous pounding. I got up and
unlocked the door. It was still totally
dark outside and [ could barely see
this unsavory-looking character on my
front step. He excitedly explained, ‘I
came out to the lake to do a little
catfishing and I looked down into the
water and I can see two red tail lights and
a headlight shining under water. Some-
one has driven into the lake and their
lights are still on."™

“I didn’t know if this was a prank to
get me out of the house but I couldn't
take any chances. 1 threw on some
clothes and rushed down to the lake
Sure enough, there was a submerged
vehicle and the tail lights were still
burning. Questions then started buzzing
through my head. How did it get there?
Why is it there? Are people inside the
vehicle? Sometime later, we were able to
hoist the car out of the lake and everyone
was thankful that no bodies were found
Inside.

Many rangers do develop habitat for
specific fish species in their lakes but
stolen and abandoned cars are not typi-
cally used as fish habitat in the 135-acre
Frog Hollow Lake. Other management
techniques are usually implemented.
This winter the Volga Valley Conserva-
tion Club worked cooperatively with the
lowa Conservation Commission in using
Christmas trees as fish habitat. Two to
three hundred trees were collected, tied
in bunches and then put out on the ice
Alter the ice melts, the trees sink and
then provide attractive cover for the fish.

Largemouth bass fishing should be
2ood this upcoming year. The 14-inch
h-‘l_lgth lmit will be enforced as it was
this past year. Jerry thipped back through
his daily journal and recalled a fishing
incident from last summer.

“1'was conducting a student field trip
~When Jim, our park attendant, received a
complaint that a group of men were
taking undersized bass. Jim went out to
bserve the guys and gather information.
He recognized them as a group who were
-urrently camping in the recreation area,
0 he hustled down to check the garbage
-ans for evidence. Sure enough, there
vere largemouth bass carcasses inside
nd they were all under 14 inches Upon
Iy return, he reported everything to me.

Went 1o see for myself. I waited until
hey all returned to the trailer and I went
' and knocked on the door. As I peered
hrough the screen door. I could see the

Ron Johnson

x
sA=
i

i A
b Lol .
{"'l'h LT "?,-kn

Fad

-

B
™

fish soaking in the sink. I asked, ‘How's
the fishing?™”

“*Oh, we didn't get anything,” one
said. ”

“They were beginning to get nervous,
so I continued, ‘If not, why are there fish
in the sink?™™

“One piped up, “Those are only blue-
gills.” I was quite certain that they
weren't bluegills so I continued ques
tioning them. ™

“In the meantime, Jim returned to the
garbage can in order to collect the ev
dence but returned empty handed and
puzzled. The garbage can was now emp-
ty. They had outwitted us by trading
garbage cans but I refused to let this
incident drop. We quickly discovered the
correct can at another campsite and it
was now giving off a strong fish odor. It
had been sitting in the sun for at least 24
hours. Imagine the fun we had confiscat-
ing and measuring rotting fish carcasses.
Both of us reeked of garbage and fish
by the end of the day, but our efforts
weren't in vain. Each person was fined
$200.00."

Jerry anticipates an excellent fishing
season this upcoming year; but that 1s not
the only thing to enjoy in the Volga area.
Unusual landscape charactenistics in-

/
l]k

)
r.-""'

L

e

+¥

clude abundant rock formations, sink-
holes, caves and substantial expanses of
timber.

“We not only manage this area for
people but wildlife as well. About 360
acres are leased to local farmers and 10%
of the crop is left in the field as wildlife
food plots. Another 150 acres are now
under prairie reconstruction. These areas
not only provide wildlife food and cover
but also add a touch of our pioneer
heritage

Like other rangers, Jerry finds himself
in the role of wildlife manager one day
and law enforcement officer the next. He
has the ability to wear the hat of an
educator, biologist, law enforcement
officer and general conservationist,
promoting the wise use of all of our
natural resources.

“Come out and enjoy this area,” he
says. “No matter what the season, Volga
River State Recreation Area s a beauti
ful place to be.”

Wendy Van Gundy is an information
specialist for the Conservation Com-
mission. She holds a BS in fisheries
and wildlife biology from lowa State
University .
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Make Your L.and

Acres for Wi

By James J. Zohrer

Do you like trees? Do you like to see
birds, rabbits, and other wild animals on
your land or around your home? Well,
then you need to talk to your local county
conservation board to find out how you
can make your land more attractive to
wildlife,

If you have not yet talked to a repre
sentative from your county conservation
board, you should get to know one
Every county in lowa except Allamakee
has an active county conservation board
Conservation boards not only manage
parks and other natural areas, but they
are dedicated to the conservation of
natural resources and to promoting con-
servation education throughout the
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county. Most boards actively promote
the preservation and establishment of
wildlite habitat on both county-owned
and private lands

Conservation boards offer a number
of programs and services to pnvate land
interested in wildlite
habitat improvement work on their land

Most conservation boards employ pro

owners who are

fessionals who would be happy to talk to
you about how you can improve yous
land for wildhite. Winter cover.
patch plantings, and nesting cover plant
Ings are generally recommended. They
can tell you what to plant, where to [“|;Hﬁ
It, how to plant it, and where you can get

the plant materials. Did you know that

tood

vou can order trees for less than $.08

each?” Ask them, they will tell you

where
WVany

more than just ta

conservation boards will do
K to you about plant:
ings. If they have adequate staff, they
may help you with the planting or do the
planting for you. Conservation boards
often have the knowledge and the equip
ment to handle this type of planting
Many conservation boards will loan
or rent their seeding and tree-planting
equipment to private landowners. Many
counties have tree planting bars which
will allow you to plant up to 500 trees in
a day. Most also have tree planters which,
are pulled behind a tractor. These plant
ers will allow you to easily plant several

thousand trees in one day

Various grass seedings are also impoi
tant as wildhite cover. Some conserva
tion boards make both standard and no
tull seeders available to pnivate landown
ers who wish to establish this type ol
their land. Included n this
article 1S a lhist of county conservation

COVED on

board phone numbers. Call the board n
your county to see what services they
ofter county residents

Approximately 69 county conserva

tion boards conduct “Acres For Wild




life” programs. Through this program, if
a landowner 1s willing to set aside some
land for wildlife, the conservation board
will assist you in the planting of needed
wildlife habitat. Their expenence in the
establishment of wildlife habitat 1s con

siderable. Last year, conservation boards
in lowa planted over one-half million
trees, established 173 food patches. and
planted 855 acres of prairie grass. This
all helped to provide the tood. nesting
cover, winter cover, and escape cover
that wild animals need.

You should also be aware that other
government agencies may also be able to
help you in your habitat improvement
work. Personnel of both the forestry
section and the wildlife section of the
lowa Conservation Commission are also
available to provide technical assistance
in habitat improvement work. They also
have equipment available and may be
able to come out and help you plant
wildlife habitat on your land. Your local
soll conservation service and extension
service offices will also have valuable
information on habitat establishment.

You may also want to contact your
county assessor to discuss what tax ad
vantages there may be to you if you
establish wildlife habitat. Certain lands
devoted to tree plantings or wildlife
habitat are not taxed at all as a result of a
law recently passed by the lowa legisla-
ture,

There may even be various state or
federal payments to help you in estab-
lishing wildlife habitat or other forms of
permanent vegetative cover. Your local
Agricultural Stabilization and Conserva-
tion Service (A.S.C.S.) manager would
be the one to talk to about these pay-
ments.

AS you can see, there are a number of
agencies that can help you to improve
wildlife habitat on your land. This can all
be a little confusing. You may want to
Start with a visit to your local county
conservation board. If they cannot help
you, they will direct you to other agen-
cies that can help.

If you have additional questions on
lowa’s County Conservation Board
System, contact the Office of County
Conservation Activities, lowa Conser-
vation Commission, Wallace State Of-
fice Building, Des Moines, lowa
30319-0034.

James Zohrer is an assistant adminis-
lrator for county conservation activi-
fies. He holds a B.S. degree in zoology
from the University of Illinois and an
M.S. degree in wildlife ecology from
' the University of Wisconsin.
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WARDEN’S DIARY

He was sitting in his pickup at the
headquarters waiting for me

“I made a big mistake this mormning,”
he said as he handed me his license. |
think I shot a hen. I've got it in the
back."

Sure enough there was a young hen
turkey laying in the back ot his pickup

“I guess | got excited. It came round a
big tree and I just shot. What a thing to
show your boy!™ A small hunting cap
peeked from the back window with big
eyes. “l told my son the best thing to do
1s take 1t to you and take what comes. |
was just plain wrong,” he said

Not many men are that strong and |
felt badly for him, but at the same time |
was proud of his honesty. A mistake had
been made, but he knew the best way to

Liovyd and Gay Cnm

lurkey Hunters are Different

By Jerryv Hoilien

handle the situation was to get it squared
away. I'm sure his boy will always
remember the way his dad handled it

The three of us talked for a long time and

[ pointed out several ways of identifying
toms and hens

“Always look at the chest,” I said
“Look for the beard. The turkey has to
have a visible beard. Look at the head
The top of a tom turkey’s is white. As a
matter of fact, it i1s sometimes the thing
you will notice first in the woods. I
looks like a baseball bobbing its way
toward you. Notice the color of the
throat. The bright red wattle. below the
head 15 blood red and large. The hen's
head 1s small and bluish in color. The
body color on a tom will appear almost
black while the hen’s appears tan or

brownish, because of li:_‘h[ {Ips on the
chest feathers. Also, a hen won't gobble
or strut.

[he most important rule in any form
of hunting 1s to know what you're shoot-
ing betore you touch the trigger. Once
youve shot, you can’t back up, the
damage 1s done. But this gentleman was
honest and wanted to clear it up. “This
will be a tough one for the judge,” |
thought, as | gave him his receipt and
tcket. [ wondered how many other mis
takes were made this morning. I knew
one thing, though, I had a lot of respect
for this man and his son and you can bet
It never happened again — to either one
of them

| was going down the road later that
same day and looking up | could see a
blaze orange vest on the rider in an
oncoming vehicle. | could see turkey tail
feathers sticking up between him and the
dniver, and I turned on my red light. The
grin on the nder’'s face left no doubt as to
whose bird it was, and he held up the
tagged foot to show me. He had a
beauty! The beard was over 11 inches
with spurs measuring over an inch
“Better get him weighed, he’ll go over
25 pounds,™ | said. “He felt like a ton
coming out to the road,” he explained.
giving me all the details of the hunt. It
was his first bird and he was still shak
ing. | inquired about the blaze orange
vest he was wearing. 1 put this on while
carrying him out,” he said, “don’t want
anybody making a mistake out of me!”
Darn good thinking on the part of a
novice hunter, don’t you think”

If you've never heard a wild tom
turkey in the spring, you've missed
something. Whether you're a hunter or
not, before you leave the busy hte you
lead, take time to visit the world of wild
things, if only to watch and listen. [ can't
guarantee you'll get to see or hear one
(about the time I think I've got them
figured out, they do something all 10-
gether different). but that's part of it!
That’'s why we call them wildhife. you
know!

If the sight of wild things thrills you.
as it does most of us, don’t miss it. If a
deer standing still in the fading evening
light gets your blood pumping. or the
glimpse of a high “V™ in the sky and the
lonesome cry of the Canada goose g1VES




you a catch mn your throat, or if the whirr
of a grouse or pheasant bursting from
under your feet startles your senses, just
wail Ul"ltll YOu s your first tom tur |\L'k [
can't describe the beauty of “his majes-
ty"” in the woods. The colors are fantastic
as he struts and turns, letting the lLght
glisten off his bronze and black feathers
with their indescent brilliance. He can
disappear like magic in the blinking of an
eve. You probably didn’t see him coming
and you won t see him leave. He's truly a
master of the woods

Turkey hunters remember these

rules:

® ‘[ake your turkey license with the
correct zone and season with vou
You must tag your bird after the kill,
punching out the date. You must
also have a small game license and
signed habitat stamp.

® The bag limit per license i1s one
bearded turkey.

® Shooting hours are one-half hour
betore sunrise until noon CST (1
o clock after Daylight Savings
Time starts).

® Shotgun, muzzleloading shotgun
(not smaller than 20 gauge) or bow
and arrow (broadheads only) may
be used. No rifles.

® No live decoys or mechanical de-
vices are allowed. You can use a
box or mouth call (no records or
tapes in the field)

® All participants in the hunt must be
licensed for the season and zone they
are hunting (this includes callers)

® Camouflage is not only permitted
but is almost a necessity for suc-
cess. I would remind you not to use
a gobble call unless you're positive
you are alone in the woods. There
have been accidental shootings in
the past. Remember you have to see
a beard before you shoot and a head
shot in close is the only sure way to
take a wild turkey. His wings and
chest feathers provide an almost
armored plating, even in close.

[ don’t recommend wild turkey hunt-
Ng for the faint or weak of heart. In
northeast lowa. if the hills don’t get you.
the sudden gobble from a big tom pulhnﬂ
his famous * ‘circle-and-come-in-from-
behind trick” surely will. And for you
hunters who use a mouth call, I might
PUBEESL a 6-inch string attached to a 4-
Inch stick to save v you from swallowing
 the dam thing. Lots of luck!

TURKEY RESTORATION NEARS PEAK

Twenty years ago, wild turkeys were
absent from lowa and had been for more
than a halft century. Today, thanks to
entensive restoration ettorts by the Con-
servation Commuission’s wildlife sec-
tion, gobblers thunder their spring mat-
ing call across most of our remnant forest
lands. The introduction of turkeys from
Missouri into Stephens and Shimek State
Forests in southern lowa, started the
program in 1966. Trapping and trans-
planting free-ranging turkeys from these
and other successful release sites has
provided 1600 turkeys for 114 sites
scattered throughout the state, wherever
timber remains. About 80 percent of our
remnant forest lands support wild turkey
populations at this time

Hunting opportunities have increased
as turkey populations have expanded
Just 450 hunters were fortunate enough
to draw hcenses during the first spring

gobblers-only hunting season in 1974,
and they bagged 113 gobblers. By 1984,
11,126 hunters h.iL"ui 2,221 turkeys,
about a 20-fold increase. Fall any-sex
seasons were mnitiated in 1981; in 1984,
2.800 shotgun and 530 bow hunters
bagged 1,174 and 36 turkeys, respec
tively.

Although the growth of turkey popu-
lations has been phenomenal, the poten-
tial for future expansion is limited. Most
potential habitat 1s stocked and hunters
numbers are approaching the limits
which can provide sate, quality turkey
hunting. The remaining habitat will be
stocked. but the area yet to be populated

1s small. Future harvests will probably

not greatly exceed 2,500 turkeys in the
spring and 3,000 in the fall. lowan’s can
take pnide, however. in being part of an
amazing success story

1984 Top 25 Turkeys
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Reggie Williamson’s 29 pound 7 ounce
turkey, top 1984 bird. Over 200 hunters
reported taking trophy turkeys (23
pounds or more) in 1984. To the left is a
list of the top 25 (with ties).
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Rill Pusaten

Usually 1n this space we discuss
showy wildflowers native to lowa. This
month we make a slight departure to
describe a woody species. By doing so.
we hope that our readers will find 1t
easier to identify this plant and keep us
informed of its whereabouts

The American yew or ground-
hemlock (Taxus canadensis) 1s a slow-
growing evergreen shrub. Its leaves are
flat and linear and arranged on two sides

of the stem to produce a flat branch or
fan-like spray. Each individual leaf or
needle 1s about an inch long. The upper

surtace of the leat 1s a nch dark glossy

green color, In contrast, the lower leat
surface 1s a yellow-green color.

Yews are often mistaken for immature
shrubby hemlock trees. One can easily
differentiate the two by noting that hem
lock always have two white lines on the
leat’s lower surface

Members of the vew family produce
inconspicuous pistillate tlowers in the
axils of the leaves. These tlowers even-
tually produce a seed which is covered
by a hard stony protective layer. This
layer 15 surrounded by a cup-shaped
fleshy disk called an anl

These bnght scarlet anls are very
attractive and make horticultural yew
species very attractive for landscaping
But, landscapers must be very cautious
when planting yews for, even though the
fleshy aril 1s edible, the hard stony seed
1s not. It 1s important tor adults to
recognize that children may be attracted
to this plant by these red berry-like
structures, and recognize that the seed,
leaves, and bark contain a very toxic
alkaloid called taxine. A very small
quantity of taxine can cause the sudden
death of animals including man. Deer

American Yew
By Dean M. Roosa and Bill Pusateri
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(Taxus canadensis)

have an enzyme in their digestive fract
called a “"mixed function oxidase”
which breaks down taxine and renders it
harmless

Apparently, yew 1§ such a popular
deer browse that it has become limited to
steep I'HL‘k}.' blufts where deer have a
ditficult time reaching it. Waxwings and
other song birds are also known to strip
the arils off the shrubs for food. Another
substance called taxol has been isolated
from the western species of yew and has
been used in cancer research

Yew woad is known to be elastic but
strong and was mainly used 10 make
bows. In fact, the genus name faxus Is
the classical word for “bow. "

Here in the midwest, yews are found
natively in a scattered distribution 1n
eastern Minnesota, Wisconsin, and
northeastern Illinois. In lowa, it 1S pre-
dominant in the northeastern counties
with a single disjunct population in Van
Buren County

Look for vews on the cooler north-
facing slopes in eastern lowa. Their
evergreen appearance should be easy to
spot on these frosty winter days.
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