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Farm Service Agency offers multiple

services to rural Americans
By Beth Grabau, Dallas County Farm Service Agency Director

Do youthink the Farm ServiceAgency (FSA) isjust for largefarms,
farmers, and peoplein production agriculture?Actualy, thisUnited
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) agency administersawide
variety of federal farm programsaimed at assisting al rural Americans,
regardlessof how much land they own.

FSA programsrangefromtraditional agriculture programsfor cornand
soybean growersto onesthat meet the needs of small producerssuch as
programsthat relateto wool, |lambs, and thosethat produce mohair or
horticulture products. Peoplewith truck gardens, appleorchards, hay
crops, and more can look to FSA for crop insurance.

FSA officesalso can provide cost shareto peoplewanting to establish
conservation practicesontheir land. FSA worksclosaly withthe Natural
Resources and Conservation Service (NRCYS) staff to promoteand
support conservation efforts. In addition, production and beginning
farmer loansareavailablethrough your local FSA office.

Most FSA officesarelocated in the county seat and arelisted inthe
phone book under USDA or Farm ServiceAgency. They oftenare
housed in thesame building asthe NRCS, Rural Devel opment, and
ISU Extension.

If you are an acreage owner interested in starting asmall farm produce
business, planting an apple orchard, seeding afilter strip along your
creek, raising afew sheep, or something else, contact your local FSA
office beforeyou start to see how we might help you.

For moreinformation about FSA, go to www.fsa.usda.gov. Horse
owners:. check out the* Need Hay? or Have Hay?’ link.

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

Cooperative Extension

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not al prohibited bases
apply to al programs.) Many materials can be made availablein alternative formats for ADA clients. To file acomplaint of
discrimination, write USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue SW, Washington,
D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964.



Control procedures help reduce rabbit damage to landscape plants
By Eldon Everhart, ISU Extension Commercial Horticulture Field Specialist

Rabbitscan girdletrunksand
branchesof fruit treesand
landscape plants. Apple, pear,
crabapple, and serviceberry
plantsarefrequent targets. Small
treesor shrubswith smooth, thin
bark arethemost vulnerable.
Following aresomeeffective
control procedures.

Guards
Useacylinder
of one-quarter
mesh hardware
cloth (wire
mesh) around
thebaseof fruit &
andornamental it
treesand /
shrubs. Setthe Vv *
guard1to?2

inchesaway fromthetrunk and 2
to 3inchesintheground. Extend
thewireup at least 18inches
abovetheground. Inareaswhere
snowdriftsdevelop, youwill need
to extend thewireguardsup
higher. You can protect smal
shrubs, roses, and raspberries
with chickenwirefencing.
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Trapping
Capturerabbitsdivein
commercia or homemadewireor
wood box traps. Peanut buitter,
oatmeal, or small dicesof apples,
carrots, cabbage, and other fresh
green vegetables makethe best
bait. Check trapsdaily to
replenish bait or removethe catch.
Movetrapsif they fail tomakea
catchwithinaweek. Hunting may
be another option.

Repellents

Apply acommercidly available
repellent. When you apply onein
thefall, it may needto be
regpplied later inthewinter.
Thiramisan activeingredient that
repelsboth rabbitsand mice. Mix
10 partswater with one part latex
paint and spray or brushit on.
Commercid repellentsthat contain
Thiram or other activeingredients
areavailableat garden centersand
farm supply stores.

Manipulation of habitat

An often overlooked form of
natura control ismanipulation of
therabbit’shabitat. Remove brush

or stone piles, weed patches,
junk, and other debriswhere
rabbitsliveand hide. Encouraging
therabbit’snatura enemiesmay
also help. Hawks, owls, snakes,
dogs, and cats can be effective
predatorson young rabbits.

Thesesafeguardswill help reduce
rabbit damage. However, when
snowdriftsare deep, rabbitscan
eat thetipsof branchesand even
girdlelimbs. Itisvery important to
reducerabbit populationsin early
or midwinter. Leaving pruned
branchesonthegroundaso
reducesdamagetolivingtrees
becauserabbitsare more apt to
chew thebranchesand leavethe
treesaone.

If thesemethodsareineffective,
then commercia rodent baits
containing poisoned grainare
available. However, baitsmay be
hazardousto humans, pets, and
beneficid wildlife. Injury or death
may resultif other animalsest the
bait directly or consumerodents
killed by thebait.

Since 1903, 1SU Extension has
touchedthelifeof nearly every
lowaninoneway or another.
What started with agroup of
Sioux County farmers interestin
taking theland-grant collegeto
the people hasresulted today in
|SU Extension’spresencein
every county, helpingimprove
qudity of lifeinlowa.

In 2002, more than 665,000
peoplehadindividua contact with
| SU Extension programs. Through
workshops, conferencesor home
study, they learned how to
srengthentheir families, improve
their health, handlefinances, help
savethe environment, become
community leaders, andimprove
their businesses.

lowa State University Extension celebrates 100th anniversary

Stop by your loca 1SU Extension
officetoday tolearn more about
how theorganizationisusing
modern communication,
technology, and partnershipsto
help lowansbecometheir best.
Look for local celebrationsin
your areaduring the next year
and during | SU ExtensionWeek,
Nov. 16-22, 2003.
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Prepare for upcoming cold weather by winterizing your home
By Shawn Shouse, ISU Extension Agricultural Engineering Field Specialist
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Heating system

Firg, haveaqualifiedtechnician
check your heating and venting
system. Cracked heat exchangers,
improper fueing rates, and faulty
venting systemscan lead to
deadly carbon monoxideinyour
home. Ingtall carbon monoxide
detectorstowarnyou of a
problem.

Water system

If youhaveawdl| pit, insulatethe
lid. Drainwater linesin unhested
crawl spacesand outbuildingsor
protect them with heet tape.
Water pipesin cabinetsagainst

outsidewalsmay freeze. Place
insul ation between the pipesand
thewall, or leave the cabinet
doorsopenin extremecold.
Remember to disconnect and
drain garden hoses.

Insulation

Roughly 12 inchesof atticinsula-
tionisrecommended. Sedl cracks
and holesinthewallsand founda-
tionwithinsulation, caulking, or
gaskets. Insulating basement walls
canleadtobig heat savings.

Windows

Replacemissing or loose caulking.
Adding layerstothewindow will
hold moreheat inthe houseand
will kegp theinsdewindow
surfacewarmer and lessproneto
condensation. Stormwindowsand
plagticfilmareboth effective.

Snow and Ice

Check your supply of dry sand or
icemelt. Place snow fencesat
least 20timestheir height upwind
fromthedriveway or other
protected area. Compl ete snow
blower tune-up and maintenance.

Safety

Have proper winter apparel ready.
Review safety rulesfor family
memberswho may usethe snow
blower or tractor to move snow.
Assemblewinter safety kitsand
put theminyour vehicles. Check
your smoke detectors. Throw
away worn-out extension cords.
Every year, hundredsof house
firesare caused by overloaded
extension cordsand temporary
heating devices.

Some people havefeared for
their pets, livestock, and even
themselves sincean adult cougar
washit by acar near Harlanin
southwest lowa. Scattered cougar
sghtingshave continued around
thestate.

Theroad-killed cougar was
declawed, indicatingit wasan
exotic pet. lowaDepartment of
Natural Resourceshiologistsfind
that many reported sightingsand
plaster track casts often turn out
to bethose of large dogs.

Recent cougar sightingsinwest
central lowaappear to bevalid,
however. Biologistssay theremay
beafew free-ranging cougars
livinginlowa They can't verify
whether theseanimalsare
escaped petsor aretruly wild.

The smaller bobcat hasbreeding
populationsinlowa smajor
wooded river valleys, particularly
in southeast lowa. Bobcats eat
smal mammassuch asrabbits,
while cougarseat prey uptothe
sizeof deer. Domesticanimasare

Cougars in lowa pose little threat to people and animals
By Steve Lekwa, Story County Conservation Director

seldom taken and human attacks
arerare.

Cougarsareextremely rare east of
the Rocky Mountains, and even
bobcats are seldom seen. Al
Americanwild catsarenocturnd,
and they wander inawide
territory that may cover several
counties. They livea oneexcept
for mothersand their young. They
poselittlethreat to most lowa
people, pets, or livestock, but
ownersmay wishto keep small
animalsingdeat night if acougar
sghting hasbeen confirmed.
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lowa law protects bees from harmful pesticides
By Linda Nelson, Dallas County Extension Education Director

Didyou know that owners of bees
(apiaries) inlowaare protected

by lowalaw?To be protected,
theAdministrative Code of lowa,
Chapter 25, section 45.31(206),
sayshbee ownersmust register
with thelowa Department of Land
Stewardship (IDALS) by April 1%
of eachyear.

No more than 30 days after
April 1%, IDALSreportsthis
information to county Farm
ServiceAgencies (FSA). This
information isthen available to
local pesticide applicators.

What does this mean for honey
producers? Prior to applying
any pesticide that istoxic to
bees, the applicator must check
with the FSA office or IDALS
to determine the location of
hives. If the field or registered

“beeyard” iswithinatwo-mile
radius of any registered apiary,
the applicator must notify the
owner or theowner’sfamily at
least 24 hoursand no morethan
72 hoursprior to gpplication. If
the bee keeper and the applicator
both agree, the pesticide may be
applied earlier than 24 hoursor
later than 72 hours after
notification.

Beesarebeneficial insectsthat

help farmerspollinatetheir crops.
Apiaristsmay keep beesfor their
honey or to assist inthe produc-
tion of cropssuch asapples.
Whatever thereason, the state of
lowahasrecognized that beesare
important to agricultureand have
madethiseffort to protect them.

For moreinformation about lowa
agriculture, visttheIDALSWeb

ste, www.agriculture.state.iaus.
Tofindyour local FSA office,
look under United States
Government inthewhite pages of

your phone book.
=
i

Protect your bees
by registering with
the lowa Department
of Land Stewardship
before April 1st of each
year. For more
information, call
Steve Pederson at

(515) 281-7657.
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Still time for fall lawn care
By Richard Jauron, ISU Extension Horticulture Specialist

Late October and early
November areexcellent timesto
fertilizeyour lawn. Broadlesf
herbicidesare most effectivewhen
applied to weeds. Becausethe
leaveson theweeds have aready
curled and died, thisyear
herbicidesmay not bevery
effective. However, you can
apply them on established lawns
until early November.

Q. What can | do if my lawn
needs reseeding thisfall?

A. Fall isthebest timetorenovate
and reseed weak or damaged
lawns. If youwerewaitingto
reseed your lawn, dry conditions
may actually help. Thedormant,
straw-likegrasscan easily be
power raked or verticut to makea
good seed bed. If thegroundis
too hard for the power raketo
nick thesoil, water thelavntwo
daysbeforetheverticutting and
seeding operation.

Verticut, seed, fertilize, and water
beforethe end of September and
you should beableto completely
rguvenateyour lawnthisfall.

For moreinformation onlawn
care, stop by your local 1SU
Extension officeand ask for
PM-1057, Maintenance
Fertilization of Turfgrasses, or
check out the Horticultureand
Home Pest Newd etter at

WWW.i pm.iastate.edu/i pnv
hortnewy .
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Quick and cautious stain removal keeps clothing safe and usable
By Joy Rouse, Warren County Extension Education Director

Living on an acreage meansyou
may comein contact with
equipment or chemicalsthat could
stainyour clothes. Hereareafew
common problemsyou might
experience.

Gasoline, diesel fuel, and
motor oil

Safety Note: Clothing is
flammable, but when soaked
with fuel it is even more
dangerous if exposed to a flame
or ignition source.

Pretreatment isimportant. Use
detergent-based stain removers,
not sol vent-based ones. If
pretreatment productsare not
available, apply aheavy-duty
detergent or powdered detergent
mixed with water. Makeapaste
andwork itintothestain.

After pretreatment, washthe
garment inthe hottest water that is
safefor thefabric with therecom-
mended amount of detergent for a
regular |oad of laundry. Rinseand
inspect beforedrying. Do not
placegarment inthedryer if you
ill smell fud. Air clothing out-
doorsuntil fuel smell isgoneand/
or repeat the pretreatment steps.

Pesticides

If full-strength liquid concentrate
spillson clothes, handlethemwith
rubber glovesand discard the
clothingimmediately. Alwayswash
pesticide-stained clothing
separately. Follow these steps
whenlaundering theclothing.

Wash pesticide-soiled clothing
assoon aspossible after
wearing to achievemaximum
removal of pesticideresidue.

Prerinse or presoak the
pesticide-soiled clothesbefore
washing and do not reusethe
water. If your washing
machinehasaprerinsecycle,
useit.

Use hot water to wash. To
save energy, usecold water to
rnse.

Useeither aheavy-duty liquid
detergent or the amount of
powdered detergent that is
recommended by the

manufacturer for heavily
soiled | oads.

Wash only afew itemsat one
time, usethehighest water
setting, and do not over crowd
thewasher.

Set thewasher at the
recommended setting for
heavily soiled clothes, usudly
10-12 minutewash withrinse
cyclesfollowing. Never use
the short cyclesrecommended
for knitsor delicatefabrics.

After washing pesticide-soiled
clothes, hang them outdoors
onalineinthesuntodry
because sunlight can degrade
some pesticidesor usethe
high heat setting onyour dryer.
Pegticidestend to bevolétile
so hot air helpsreduce
contamination.

After washing aload of
pesticide-soiled clothesand

beforeusing your washing
machinefor other family
laundry, runthemachine
through acompletecyclefull
of water and detergent
without any clothesto help
removetrace amounts of
pesticidethat may beinyour
washer.

For moreinformationon stain
removd, vist thel SU Extension
AnswerlineWeb siteat
www.extens on.iastate.edu/
answerling/. Two Extenson
publicationsthat detail stain
remova asoareavailable: Quick
‘n Easy Sain Removal (PM
858), www.extens on.iastate.edu/
Publications/PM 858.pdf, and
What to do when clothes are
soiled with pesticide

(PM 1663B),

www.extens on.iastate.edu/
Publications/PM 1663B.pdf.

ISU Extension
AnswerLine

I nformation and resourcesfor
consumerswith homeand
family questionsabout child
development, cleaning,
consumer management, food
preparation and preservation,
home environment, household
equipment, nutrition, and
textilesandlaundry

(800) 262-3804
Monday through Friday,
9 a.m. until noon and
1-4 p.m.
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