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cut and the rumble of angry
voices. The Honey War was
about to begin. The Honey
War was a dispute between
Missouri and lowa over the
state boundary. Missouri
claimed the boundary was

horseshoe bend just south
of Ely Ford and so Missouri
tax collectors were trying
unsuccessfully to collect
taxes from lowans

About this time some
Missouri citizens cut three
bee trees and the lowa owner
sought their arrest. Missouri
was unhappy about the arrest
feeling the cutters were within
their rights, and so they called
in about 600 armed men. lowa
had about 300 armed men
ready to fight. The Clark
County (Missouri) Court took
steps to prevent actual
conflict. A committee met with
the lowa Territorial Legislature
to determine where the
boundary was. On December
12 it was decided in favor of
lowa and so ended the
bloodless Honey War

According to the late W. W
Mclntosh, who had many
interesting and often amusing
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stories of the area, the area
where our present 30 acre
lake IS was once a pickle
patch supplying cucumbers
for the pickle factory in town. |
Today, instead of picking
pickles, how about some
fishing or swimming?

There are some lovely stone
bridges In the park which
along with the lodge, shelter
assistant's house. The steps to
the beach (110 of them) were
built by the CCC from
limestone mined from the
quarry in the park

If you like to hike, the park
has 15-20 miles of trails. The
river trail 1s especially pretty
In the spring and has an
abundance of wild flowers
from early spring when the
first snow trillum bloom until
the latter part of May

Almost any evening you can
take a drive through the park
and see deer. Or if early
morning IS your time of day
take a slow dnve through the
park and you may see wild
turkey feeding along the
roadside, but look quickly
before they shp silently into
the timber. You may just want
to sit by the campfire at night
and listen to the whippoorwills

If you like to visit historic
places, be sure and visit
Bentonsport just 6 miles away
and don't forget the Pearson
House and Hotel Manning in
Keosauqua

It arts and crafts are among
your interests, the Arts festival
IS held the last weekend In
June. This is county wide with
something going on all over
the county. Sheep Empire
Days is another time you won't
want to miss. This i1s usually
the second weekend of
September, with a parade
entertainment and of course
bar-b-qued mutton

No matter what time of
year you come to Lacey-
Keosauqua you are sure {o
enjoy one of lowa's most
beautiful parks
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Past, Present and Futureof
IOWA’S INLAND RIVER DAM

by Jeft Joens

lowa’s inland rivers have been manipulated in many ways over the
course of history, and probably no more frequently than through the
use of dams. Currently, there are more than 200 dams on lowa rivers
ranging from small, rock structures to large masses ot concrete with
claborate gating systems. They serve a variety ol purposes including
hvdroelectric generation, water supply. recreation, erosion control
and channel stabilization. Commonly they are referred to as low-head
dams. meaning, they are less than 30 feet in height as measured
between headwater and tailwater elevations

Many of the low-head dams in [owa were originally constructed to
harness the energy ol moving water o1 the production ol power
However, this function has largely been abandoned in favor of more
etficient coal and tuel-powered generating plants. As a result, many
low-head dams are now used only for the indirect recreational
benefits they provide

Concern for their future as a water resource to once again be
utthzed prompted the legislature to ask the lowa Conservation Com
mission to conduct a statewide assessment of low-head dams

I'he statewide study was conducted to collect current information
about all types of low-head dams around the state. This information
included a complete inventory of low-head dams to determine current
use, ownership, condition, and physical condition. Benefit and cost
data was then collected on several individual dams across the state
Finally, conclusions and recommendations were developed to inds
cate how low-head dams might operate most effectively in the future
['he report prepared from this study will be reviewed by the legisla
ture thas fall

History

Historically. the development of low-head dams can be traced to
the early settlement of the state and the advent of the milling industry
As proneers began arriving in lowa in the 1820°s. settlement often
centered around a mullsite. A mill was a very important part of an
carly community, providing lumber for buildings and food in the
form ot flour and meal

[he first milldams in lowa were crude structures. built primarily
out ot necessity without the engineering considerations they receive
today. Most of these dams were constructed of brush. logs. stonc.
or a combination of these materials. Constructing dams with thesc
materials was difficult and consequently smaller streams were pre
terred sites tor the milling industry. This characteristic remains
evident yet today. Concurrently. the majority of dams in lowa are
located on the smaller streams of northeast lowa. just as they were
back in the 1800°s

As the milling industry flourished. the building of mills and mill
dams was soon to become a matter of legislative concern. lowa
became a territory in 1838 and shortly thereafter laws were estab
lished governing milldam construction. In many cases. however. the
mills and milldams had already been constructed making legislative
approval of httle concern to the present millowners. Therefore, in
843, the authority to grant permission to build milldams was shitted
to the counties where construction could be more readily monitored

'he milling industry reached its peak in the 1880°s when it was
estimated that over a thousand mills and milldams operated in the
state. They included numerous flour and gristmills in addition to
sawmills and woolen mills. In terms of economic growth. the milling
industry was very important to lowa's early settiement. producing

mitlhons of dollars” worth of eoods annually

4

['he 1890°s produced a gradual decline in the milling indusi
Fires, floods, and i1ce jams were frequently destroying these st i Y.
tures to the point where 1t was becoming impractical to rebuild th'head dams
T'he tailure of wheat, which had long supported the milling indu §ke oy
was also a source of decline. Add to this the advent of new machi .
and a new interest 1n grain crops such as corn, and one can see
time had taken its toll on the old mill and mill dams

'he milling industry remained in lowa through the [930°s, bul
numbers of millsites had declined considerably. By 1940, only al*
30 mills operated in the state and these were soon to disappeat
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As lowa’s economy grew, the need for new and larger source §
power to replace the water-powered mill wheels became evident. §,.. ¢
development of hydropower in lowa in the early 1900°s saw som §,
the old mills and millsites converted to generate hydroelectricil|

The use of hydropower was intitially viewed as a very promi: g
source of energy to be used long into the future. However h'mw}
the nature of lowa’s streams It was never as cftective as anticipa‘g
The limiting factor was that lowa’'s river flows are erratic rangj.... .
from devastating floods in the spring to a bare trickle of water durir
dry season. Also, lowa’s topography is flat, making 1t very difficu 0Tl
maintain a constant tlow to turn the hjnlturls.'a.lm turbines. dr>am

As the demand for electricity increased rapidly. the amount whi, .
could be produced by hydropower grew smaller and smaller. By § _'-
1920°s many of the best hydropower sites in the state were alre

operating at capacity and further expansion was hmited
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time wore on, the number of dams which utilized hydroelectric
ation began to dwindle, taking the same course as the old mill
. Coal-fired steam plants were constructed to take their place
y only 5 low-head dams generate electric power (Ottumwa,
rly. lowa Falls, Amana, and Maquoketa) in comparison to
st 50 during the late 1920°s,

ter 1930, low-head dams were constructed tor purposes other

the production of power. The Civilian Conservation Corps.

: Progress Administration, and local conservation leagues were

illing indu
ng these s
0 rebuld thg
niling ind
new machiy

f-.'\ f I .a'-
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nsible for constructing many ‘‘beautification”” dams. These
were mostly rock-rubble structures built to improve the aes-
s of the rnver as well as providing fisheries habitat. Some
1ecad dams were constructed by local communities as diversion
ake structures for water supply. Others were built as stabiliza-
structures to control channel degradation and bank erosion.

1ce the peak period of the 1880's, the number of low-head dams

1 have been abandoned has far surpassed the number which have
built. Many of the existing low-head dams are old and continue
eriorate steadily. Others have almost totally washed away to the
where they are barely noticeable during periods of average or
low flow.

d viership of low-head dams has also changed over the years

to 1920, the majority of low-head dams was privately-owned

LE@ s their commercial use became outdated and sites were aban

"8 4, ownership and title often reverted to a public entity. Today,
| about |5 percent of [owa's low-head dams are owned privately

s and counties now own the majority of low-head dams.

creational benefits are realized at many low-head dam sites
ng is popular particularly in the tailwater reaches of a low-head
This is largely due to the fact that the dam acts as a barrier tothe

8 cam movement of fish. Additionally. the dam aerates the water
| ng over it, and serves as an area of food suspension. Together,

characteristics make the tailwater region a congregation point
sh.

cott Street Dam in Des Moines

On the other hand, the impoundment above the dam provides aless
desirable habitat for sport fisheries. This is primarily because silt and
debris become trapped behind the dam destroying sport fisheries
habitat throughout the entire length of the impounded stretch. The
amount of silt which 1s trapped increases with the height and age of
the dam. Therefore. from a fisheries standpoint, smaller dams are
most desirable. Smaller dams more readily “drawn out™ during
tloods, which act to “*flush out’” some of the silt trapped in the
impoundment

LL.ooking into the future. low-head dams will continue to be needed
and used. Many still serve as sources of water supply and erosion
control. The possibility of once again generating hydroelectricity is
also being considered as our country searches for new sources of
energy. New turbines and generators have been developed to more
efficiently utilize the flow of water. The possibility of modernizing
some of the existing dams with this new machinery is currently being
evaluated. From a historical standpoint, many county historical
societies have undertaken efforts to restore and preserve some of the
old mullsites as recognition of our cultural heritage

L.ooking back in time, some of you can probably recall the pic-
turesque charm these structures once brought to the valleys of lowa
Their value as reminders of our past should be preserved for future
generations.

In years to come, the construction of new low-head dams in lowa
will depend on increasing their multipurpose functions. Low-head
dams can be very expensive to construct, operate and maintain.
particularly when large, concrete structures with gating systems
are desired. These structures can only be justified from a cost stand-
point if a combination of direct revenue-producing uses, such as
water supply, hydroelectric generation, and erosion control, are
considered.

The challenge of creating new uses or reviving old uses for
low-head dams will require a great amount of careful thought. Rec-
ognizing their potential as a water resource of the future is a good
beginning. O

Dam at McGregor
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Back to back feather boats

DUCK BOATS

by Bill Aspelmeier

DISTRICT WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT SUPERVISOR

background. The smell of frying bacon filled the air as
a big man with a red beard, standing before a cook

stove, asked how everyone wanted their eggs. Not that you
would get them as ordered. You get them as they are
cooked, part by design and part by accident. At the other
end of the room four guys were around a table, three of
them urging the other to put down the girlie magazine and
pay attention to the card game. Another man was grumbling
about the palatability of the food, but doing it quietly so that
he would not be heard and thus inherit the cooking chores
for the next meal

This scene might have taken place at a fishing camp or a
hideout of some kind, but the setting was at one of the big
duck blinds on the Mississippi River. This particular blind will
accommodate 12 shooters and about a half dozen dogs
(depending on the compatibility of the dogs) and not be
even a little crowded. The blind is appropriately named the
Ponderosa. The Ponderosa is equipped with a gas cooking
range, gas heater, gas lights, food storage cabinet, sink with
pump, two tables, one cot, a bunch of chairs and a modest
library (modest in number of volumes, not in material).

6

ASOUEAKY PUMP HANDLE sounded in the

Hunting waterfow! from a blind like the Ponderosa may
not be your style, but they are not uncommon where
permanent blinds are allowed. Neither is it unusual to hunt
ducks while standing on a creek bank with nothing for
shelter but the trunk of a tree. This illustrates the varied
ways to hunt waterfowl, probably showing more variance
than is used in hunting any other game species

A popular way to hunt waterfowl on some of the larger
marshes and reservoirs is from a “featherboat”. These are
generally a lightweight wood or metal frame covered with
blind material, and mounted on a flat bottomed boat. Most 0!
these outfits are propelled with outboard motors, from the
smallest size up to the big jobs. Some of the featherboats al
Lake Odessa, Coralville Reservoir and other large hunting
areas are pushed with 200 horsepower motors. These high
powered blinds are often referred to as “flyin’ brushpiles”
There is considerable variety in the way that these boats aré
equipped. Some have only sparse brush to hide behind.
Others are elaborately covered and equipped with cooking
facilities, sleeping bunks, gas heaters, chemical toilets and
removable covers for the shooting ports. It often appears
that they try to outdo each other, with more importance
placed on the featherboat than on the duck hunt

JOWA CONSERVATIONISTIOCTORER jard




|
| One relatively successful way of shooting waterfow! on

2 ur major rivers and large reservoirs is from a scull boat.

'is a rare sport, and enjoyed by comparatively few,
specially when one takes into consideration the number of
)eople who hunt these birds and the various means they
»mploy in their hunting methods. If there were such a thing
is an average scull boat it would be 15 feet long, 36 inches
it the beam, very low in profile and would accommodate
~o hunters. The scull boat is propelled by a single oar that
»xtends through the boat’s transom. A man proficient in
culling can drive his boat forward at a steady pace with
ery little or no rocking motion. Some scull boats are
quipped with small outboards to use when travelling to and
rom the hunting spot. The bow and sides of the scull boat
rre designed so that the waves lapping against the hull
nake no sound. A very low blind is constructed across the
yow so that when the occupants crouch low they are
;oncealed from view of birds resting on the water.

Scull boat hunting is usually done by one of two different
nethods. One way is to put out a large stool of decoys and
ake up a lookout point some distance away. When the
fecoy spread has attracted birds in numbers that suit the
wnter, a scull is attempted. The other common method is to
;cout the river by motorboat while towing your scull boat.
Nhen a raft of birds is sighted, then change to the scull boat
ind make your sneak.

The hunter in the front of the scull boat takes any position
hat will allow him to face the front, stay low and be ready to
shoot. The hunter in the rear usually lays on his left side
acing the front. This allows him to work the sculling oar with
is right hand and also be able to get into a shooting
)osition with little difficulty.

Like any other duck boat or blind you can use your
magination when camouflaging a scull boat. | have heard
iccounts of hunters arranging cakes of ice on the bow of a
scull boat and being able to actually float right through a
arge raft of ducks that were resting on the river where the
loating ice was present.

The term “layout boat” applies to a variety of regional
yoats, usually small, low lying and with narrow cockpits in
vhich the gunner lies on his back until time to shoot. The
boat is usually decked over front, rear and sides with
0aming around the cockpit to protect the hunter from wave
slop. The layout boat is basically a one man outfit. Two man
Joats are sometimes built, but the mere increase in size
ends to defeat the purpose for which they are designed,
wvhich is to be nearly invisible when anchored in the middle
f a large spread of decoys.

True layout boats are essentially used in the large bays
ilong the east coast or on the Great Lakes. When used on
ig water, the layout boat is anchored, bow to the wind, with
he gunner lying with his head upwind so that he sees the
Jucks coming into his decoys. If wind or current make it
lecessary, a stern anchor is also set. In large open water
sets the layout boat is generally used to hunt divers, and
as no camouflage, relying for concealment on its low
reeboard and on being painted in the color which most
‘early matches the water where it is anchored.

The grassboat, often a layout boat with grass added to
he decks and along the rails as camouflage, is used in
nuch the same way, the chief difference being that the
jrass boat is customarily used in marsh areas.

Some say that layout boats became prominent after the
Jattery, or sink box as it was called in some localities, was
Jutlawed more than fifty years ago. The battery was
dasically a box in which one or two hunters reclined below
waler level. Canvas wings attached to the sides of the
Oattery helped break up the waves, and a coaming around
the top kept out the slop. These contraptions were anchored

. 1ght in the middle of large decoy spreads. Cast iron weights
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were placed in the battery to adjust the freeboard to an
absolute minimum. Diving ducks were extremely vulnerable
to this type of hunting, and it was considered to be one of
the deadliest devices used by market hunters. Skillful guides
or hunters used to rig decoys around a battery to swing
ducks right or left, depending on which way the gunner
preferred to shoot. This practice is sometimes followed with
layout boats today.

| have covered a few of the types of craft used for duck
hunting. Ducks have probably been hunted from nearly
anything that will float. The featherboat, floating blind, scull
boat, Great Lakes layout boat, Bornegat Bay sneak box, the
grass boat of the northern lakes, the pirogue of Louisiana
and the nondescript boat of any old pond — all serve the
same purpose — to hunt ducks. Each fits a particular
habitat but would not do well in a setting to which it is
not adapted. O

Shallow marsh “pumpkin seed” boats




Changes of Aufumn

UTUMN ON THE MARSH brings to
an end the raucous call of the frog as
the long summer 1S over. October

could well be the month the Good Lord
created for the lazy person. It 1s a time to look
back on the toils and activity of summer and a
time to look forward to the crisp freshness of
fall's approach

Early autumn brings the task of preparing
for the not-too-distant harshness of winter
Those that enmjoy and appreciate autumn
anxiously look forward to the first skeins of
geese from the northland as they migrate to
the warmer southern climates. The autumn

Seeds of milkweed., bittersweet and other plants are food for many animals as well as the *“*crop™ for rext year,

moon seems to be larger and brighter than at
any other time of the year. It has a warmth
Lo 1t as 1t bathes the forest and fields on a cool
crisp night

Autumn 15 a time ol harvest tor all, The
farmer harvests his abundant crops of golden
grain, and wildlife harvests food to be stored
away for the bleakness of winter. Autumn 1s
also a time of harvest for the hunter, as he
reaps the enjoyment of acquining wild game
tor the table

Autumn 1s the sound of the woodcutter,
cuting and sphtuing wood for the
approaching winter. The first tantalizing

ta ’:

smell of a wood fire on a crisp fall nigh #um s a tn
enjoyable. Setting in front of a wood si'ls fe:
warms the body and allows one to relax s s
contemplate the days ahead Mbbed 1
Autumn begins with the weather pleasi i «
warm and advances to the stage where B¢ fortless
leaves are seared by Jack Frost. The m If
paths of autumn lead to a variety of pla i
The lakes and nivers take on a sparkling ¢ ir
ity as the waters cool and algae gro i |
ceases. For the fisherman it means wal from

and perch fishing time. The hunter's 8 wd field o
leads to the marshs. forest. bird covers B
deer stands. |
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by Bob Mullen

STATE CONSERVATION OFFICER

sp fall 848 mn 1S a time to go softly through the
a wouem  hearing the rustle of a fox squirrel in
se toree M res, seeing where a buck whitetail deer

bed the velvet from his antlers on a
gherpodl sapling, and watching a red-tailed
v tfortlessly soaring in the sky above as
@ hes for a field mouse on which to dine

aarkei& oms for the fall mushroom hunter.
Jo M8 to the enjoyment of harvesting
means W88 H0ms, one can enjoy the beauty of the
 ponie 788 and fields painted with the changing
yird cot € of autumn.
W vy look at autumn as a time when the
I8 repares for its sleep over the winter,

| year.

@ p fall means an extra abundance of

and a time when plant and animal life stores
food for the coming weather. But autumn is
much more than a time of preparation, i1t's a
time to enjoy the spectacle of the changing
season. The placid green of plant life takes on
a completely new dimension n autumn
Grasses and weeds take on a brilliant splendor
which goes unnoticed by many. Examples of
these are the delicate beauty of the milkweed
as the pods burst open, the seed plumes wav-
ing in the cool breezes of autumn, and the
long stemmed grasses waving their ripe seed
heads 1n the breeze. These seeds hang on until
reluctantly wrenched free by the tug of the

Phatos by the author

crisp autumn winds. The seeds of many of the
weeds offer tantalizing treats for birds and
many of the smaller mammals. Some of the
seeds will nestle among the leaves and dead
vegetation. With correct soil, moisture, and
temperature conditions the seed will sprout in
the spring and perpetuate its numbers for
another year.

Autumn has a harshness, but also exhibits
a gentle softness in the changing plant life.
Autumn is a time when sounds and sights take
on a special meaning and our senses can be-
come more acute and aware of the natural
splendor of the changing of the seasons. O
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by Wendell Simonson
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Carl Bower

L.

_.‘a‘l

“I came to Camanche n
19049 and | beaded for ! b
Mississippr River! Never bad seen
the hk river before. Frrst thimyg |
the gu',h vaflts comng doun
Went to school faor 4
couple of years, quit, and got lined
up with an old market hunter

l’,.n"fft ff”lf}'”ld’r. ;?'{I" u"rtu'u{

he taught mé bow o

fd il Wil

the river

Mol hunt
and fish

So began the interview with
80 year old Carl Bower of
Camanche, lowa onée ot the
few remaining hardy breed of
men who made cheir living

around the very early 1900’'s by

hunting and fishing marjs I

hunting e |
Conservation Officer Mick ¥t

Anderson and | stopped atC U

licele I ducks &

tratler home parked perilous § rake

Bower's residence.

......

close to the railroad cracks i 2 kept tra

La

(Camanche. This was a mani b

castle — no teminine touch mps
The old gentleman wi k'

When s

introductions and small calk }

here!
easy to visit with

were over I told him | thoup fnng
a lot of pfuplt would like ¥
and | askedbably sh

He was R0t 0ne m

hear his story
[ could write it
surprised that anyone would ¥
want to hear the ramblings:
an old timer, but he agreed ¥
the interview. The tape
recorder was running, and %
a litele urging, the memort
began to brighten

“First gun | ouned was a %
damascus barrels, cost 1 ¥
ten dollars. Black powder sielt ¥
for that '-ff‘w!’{h‘r! Cost forry -I,-';'h I
Winchester Repeater sba®il tisf .
the Leader gra !

HI”'ﬂ"t' é“f:fll r}}'.."g:-l;'.. i

Hn’ -'-J?'-E‘P'.

a box;
oSt SIxty
cents |(
drams of pou der. ) |
“Lute Howard bad butlt pil 4
scull boat back J'fl;_';"hrf 190(), f"*:
his dad bad I ¥
a market hunter, too, Used 1o 8
with him to shoot ducks — une |
was getting twenty cenls apit '
bluebills, thirty cents ;.!ﬂh-::'_‘fr'-'ﬁ | th, 0 bre
mallards. Sold some in Clinto® ;
and Davenport, also sold somé ¥
the f.'.uf.? markets who sent themw |
Chicago by rail. | didn't bate Y
clean them, -.:u’;f :‘fr:w; to these b
markets by the barrel. Used

4";.': .IJI ] .l','_ﬁ\'

(ENIJ,

ferventy

Was d "‘IJ;,' migan ,

bunt in and fall: Yy
“Did most of my bunting 0 %y . '

lowa side, drd lots 0 ?l

hunting in the Doste. " ( Mere

Bottoms, a huge wilderness s}

alo Hru, M n;u;i,r!;, on the X

n’f’f’wrm stde. where Carl used Wy,

iink box and ivon decoys ta bR

on the 4

bou'erer

L s

the sink box doun lou

warer) ".-'fimf 1 them days I'H -
; : : _ Mg

was only about three groups "

. ! .

bunting out of Camanche — %

Platt boys (Bill and Walter) ¥
Clyde Hugunin a8

f.}. '.f';ﬂ MIE I e
It L
his gang P,

and Lute Howard

and e
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1e old man pulled a home
: plaque out of a nearby
er, on which he had

nted a total of 56 bands
ducks and geese that he
taken over the years. He
kept track of the expenses:
-one dollars for duck

ps; one hundred and

ty dollars for hunting

ses; and four hundred and
dollars for fines for

ting the hunting laws! He
y commented that he

ably should have been

ht one more time — make

I |
] 2
ficer Mil g
ypped ak
a el
d perild
d trackdl
/a8 2 m
1ine tous

one wod @ - even five hundred dollars!
ambline o Ve killed to make a living,
he aprekd te 1t — or sold it to someone

e tape 180 eat — It wasn't wasted.
ing, ant Jsed to hunt with live decoys
e memt €57 on the Mississipps River,
&/ artach about 15 or so hens
| ot (8 ctvels out in the water, and

éa U

. 8 we'd see a flock of mallards

|

el
= ;;.-*r W ag we'd toss out the drake
:;;;r.*\*";’l rs"'. I had one female flier —
REI',:'-‘ i f tossed her out, she'd guide
Ldn § vild flock rvight in towards
ol 8 lind.

| here’s lots more geese now than
ol bl g was back in the old days.

- 1900 thing that helped goose

ad R 18 around here was when
U butlt the locks and dams

j;;,ﬂ.é_,- formed the large pools above
it lams.”

o ot then brupght up the

g o Clt gl €<t of using scull boats to
:q_ 4™t ducks. A scull boat is a
r‘U _m:.' 4™ . pointed-bow boat with a
J.;:Jﬂ" ™ ded shield built up on the
" 4™ t deck to crouch behind

ﬂ, 48 small slocs to look through
T

L & eep track of the rafted
,. um:l-'-' § s or geese. One long oar is
)7 B, it sticks out of the back
( "'Jf:’r.ulf he boat through a hole in
transom. This one oar is
B 1in a cwisting, figure-eight
FP'H & 1ner to slowly propel the
g l' ¢ towards the unsuspecting
& ks. When they were in
' M :¢ the hunter fired. Only
e = @ man would shoot, the man
® ling would not shoot —
.-:rmf-"’;”lllr 2 ply a martter of hunter
A ‘ ty. Some were designed in
LI.., W r years, however, in which
"r.i ' hunters could shoor.

‘,' Ayl
0
1 08
o
: "n'..l

il

e 0T
-:!':{ A ’

Carl had stored his old scull
boat in the hangar of an
aircraft pilor friend, Reynold
Harksen of Camanche. We told
Carl that the pilot had brought
his scull boat along with him,
towed behind his pickup, and
would he consider going over
to the Mississippi river and
give us a demonstration for
photographic purposes’ Within
less than a minute he had
grabbed a cap, an old hunting
coat, one decoy, and “My pump
shotgun — she's better than 50
years old — 1t goes along too!”

While Reynold and Mick
were taking the old boat off
the trailer and slipping it into
the water, Carl told me
something of scull boats. “"Had
several scull boats — used to get
them built for thirty dollari —
Milr Lamb built them — they

. 'ﬂ.?;'ﬁ =

- o I -

L il —

Bower still sculls with the best

- —

— —_— — - - - . .
= 3 - " - e - - w
T S *'ﬂtﬂ*&m -

were good boats. Scull boats showed
up around Lyons near bere in the
late 1800's."

[ think all of us were a little
astonished at the speed with
which this 80 year old man
stepped into the boat and
shoved off. I was glad that he
took Reynold along in the boat
— the old man might have
started right on down the
Mississippt — he had a lot of
memories to catch up with. He
put the scull boat chrough all
sorts of maneuvers for us.
“Take all the pictures you want,"
he said — "I got lots of time.”

After the pictures were
taken, and the boat loaded,
we sat on the bank of the
Mississippi River and listened
to him reminisce. "'During the
First World War | used to do a

.....

lot of clamming with the crow-foot
bari — used to send tons of clam
shell down to Muscatine till the
clamming industry folded. They're
starting to do a little clamming
again, but it'll never be like

it was,"”

We ralked of the dangers of
the Mississippi — the tragic
Armistice Day storm of 1940
when so many duck hunters
and commercial fishermen lost
their lives. We discussed the
coming of the conservation
laws, and rhe desperate need
for them. Carl is a supporter of
these conservation measures,
and on several occasions has
discussed lead poisoning
problems with Frank Belrose,
an Ilinois biologist.

When I look at Carl's
gnarled hands, | can see him
hunched down in an icy-cold,
wet sink-box, waiting for che
flock ro settle in a liccle closer.
I can almost hear him
knocking the ice from the old
wooden decoys before tossing
them into the boat and heading
across the windy, already
darkened river towards shore. |
can feel a blistering hot
summer when he would scoop
clams 1nto boiling ranks of
water to cook the meat out of
the shell. And then I find it
hard to blame some of the old
market hunters for the havoc
they raised with the huge duck
flights. When I think of the
marshes that have been
drained, the streams
straightened, che silt and
insidious chemicals we're
lecting sift into our streams
and reservoirs — [ then find
myself wondering who is
causing the most havoc with
our warterfowl, fish, and game!

I hope Carl will permit me
to spend a few winrter evenings
at home and pore over the
voluminous notebooks of
records thart he has kept these
many years. He is one of the
very few remaining market
hunters and scull boaters.
Lecting me tell his scory has
been a privilege.
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Fishing Clubs:
friends to lowa’s

he Hampton Fish & Game Club. the Mid-lowa Bassmasters

and the Hawkeye Fly Fishing Association. What do these

groups have in common? They are a few of the more than 30
clubs located throughout the state whose primary interest, in one
fashion or another, 1s the avid pursuit of the angling sport

With the ever-growing emphasis on outdoor oriented recreation,
the fishing club has recently become a popular item. Although the
majority of these clubs prefer to limit their size to facilitate tourna-
ment accommodations, several have nevertheless reached a member
ship of 100 anglers or more

The majority of these clubs are largemouth bass oriented. At least
one monthly club tournament i1s scheduled. during the open water
months, to pursue this elusive predator. Elaborate bass boats as well
as location and angling equipment are often employed in an attempt
LO INCrease success rates durm;: these tournaments. Strict tournament
rules must be adhered to, however, and points are deducted for an
infraction of these rules from the total points awarded each angler
Regulations include the use of hive wells to keep the fish in healthy
condition and adherence to the club’s minimum size limit or that
l[imit set by the Conservation Commission on a particular lake
Another rule deducts points for dead fish brought to the final
weigh-in or for live fish not released after the weigh-in, thus assur
ing the safe return to the lake of most bass caught during each
tournament.

Several other fishing clubs cater to a wider spectrum of angling
interests. Their monthly outings are targeted toward whatever species
can best be caught during that particular month. Although they
may hold several contests each year, these clubs are not usually as
tournament oriented. This diversity frequently allows for a larger
membership

Most clubs also hold one or two meetings each month where
members, through programs, films and “‘shop talk'’, expand theu
knowledge of fish habits, haunts and angling techniques

In the past few years, there has been a growing concern within
many of these organizations to become more actively involved in fish
management and other public service projects. One of the most
widely used management techniques has been the construction and
placement of habitat improvement structures in man-made lakes
These are designed to utilize the manpower available in the club to
complete a project that can be of further benefit to all using the area
The lake beds of many of our impoundments do not provide sufficient
habitat to concentrate fish in areas where they can be readily caught
by anglers. So, even though there may be abundant numbers of fish in
the lake. as is usually the case with panfish such as bluegill and
crappie. they may often be difficult to locate. Providing habitat
artificially offers an attractive area to fish and allows the angler to
more fully utilize the fishery

The types of materials used for habitat construction are limited only
by the imagination. For example. one of the larger projects took place
several years ago when the Mid-lowa Bassmasters, Des Moines,
placed 1400 discarded car tires in Lake Ahquabi. About 150 units.
each unit made of 3 tires wired together to form a triangle, were sunk
at 3 locations and marked with “*Fish Reef'" bouys

Several other clubs throughout the state have also utihized tires as
habitat material due to their seemingly endless supply and the cager-
ness of retailers to part with them. Some of the lakes receiving these
structures include Lake Macbride, Pleasant Creek, Easter Lake,
Savlorville Reservoir, Praine Rose Lake. and Viking Lake

Another readily available material. discarded Christmas trees. has
been used by several clubs to develop prime fish habitat in lakes. The
Nishna Valley Bassmasters, for example. have constructed Christ-
mas tree reefs at Viking Lake during 1976-77 and these are being
utilized by many anglers with good success, especially for bluegill
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Phatas by the author

by Tom Putnam ik.;@}},
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Mid-lowa Bassmasters al tire reef construction

Hawkeye Fly Fishing Assoc. at work in stream a

The Mid-lowa Lakes Fishing Club will tap still another source @ font o the
material by utilizing natural fieldstone in a 3-year project that will 9 vearg
begin this summer. The fieldstone will be collected in the vicinity 0 f5e oy an
Big Creek Lake and used to build several “‘lingering’™ sites ford as he .
walleyes and largemouth bass on small knolls. ponts and flat unstrue il He o

tured areas on the lake bed. 1 % Sam,
This club is one of several that also hold an annual **clean upday "iae | ..

: . ¥ I

along the shoreline of a lake in their locality $ Wrtean

Fish habitat enhancement has not been limited to lakes. however ! & i q
The Hawkeye Fly Fishing Association, for instance, scheduled tWe#eg o -
work days last summer specifically for trout stream improvemen &y,
projects. Three rock gabions were installed on Buck Creek and S
slab trout hides were placed on North Cedar Creek. both located Iy 4 ¢
Clayton County. Additional work days are also planned for thitg -~ 0
summer § o 1S
Although the focus of attention has mainly been on habitat Strue g = 0y
tures, other projects have also been carried out to promote the anghtf =+ " =40g

sport. The Hampton Fish and Game Club, for example, initiated:
project last summer to cage-rear channel catfish for stocking ¥ 2 oy
streams and creeks throughout the Hampton vicinity. Approximatel} VB o
600, 8-inch fish were released in September. This club also purchasé "-i&"'

and reared 400 fingerhing smallmouth bass 1n a state rearing pond & 2l f
Beeds Lake for a similar fall stream stocking. Plans are being formé ;;“T Are
lated to expand this program next summer. All stocking prografiy =7, -

were, of course, coordinated through local fisheries biologists,

o
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o
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1 Des Moines Bass Club initiated a project last year to tag

res @>mouth bass during tournaments at Big Creek Lake and Saylor-
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i ort of a quiet Sunday after-

vl Reservoir. Data derived from tag returns will be utilized to
4@ -mine bass population estimates for future management recom-
i dations at both lakes.

ssisting lowa State University graduate students with fisheries
wdarch projects has been the task of the “‘lowa Great Lakes'
8 ing Club. A recording depth sounder was purchased by the club
se during the ongoing research on West U]\uhu_u Lake. Thisclub
uso purchased, installed and provided service for security lights
veral boat launching sites.
wrough still another program, members of bass clubs throughout
tate will be contributing to a major effort to evaluate present bass
ilations in many lowa lakes. Through a diary system, information
be collected from bass caught especially during fishing tourna-
ts. Data recorded will include the lake fished, length of time
d, lengths and weights of all bass caught, tag numbers if applic-
and the types of lures used. These diaries will then be forwarded
e tisheries section for compilation on a statewide basis.
1ese are a few of the many projects that have been completed or
ned for coming years. Past projects have been beneficial notonly
ub members but have been responsible for putting more fish on

the stringers of many anglers throughout the state. So the next time
you see a fisherman with a club patch on his jacket, remember this,
he 1s not only apt to be an avid sportsman but a friend to lowa
anglers as well. O

Des Moines Bass Club at Big Creek Tourney

Warden's Diary
| by Rex Emerson
LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPERVISOR

'WMUCHDOES IT COST to
ck hunting? While checking
hunters on a state owned
1| came across a man and
'0 sons hunting from a boat
1 blind built on it. The dad
e sixteen year old son had
equired hunting licenses,
waterfow! stamps signed in
s they should be, federal
ps, properly signed and
1abitat stamps, also signed
8 quired. The young man in
'$ ant of the boat was not six-
"€ /ears old sohe didn't need a
JG&se or any of the stamps as
U@ as he was with a licensed
‘__ i® He is entitled to take his
Mthe same as the licensed
Ak s are. | soon learned that he

It was quite comfortable in their
blind. They had a little propane
stove and | was given a choice of
coffee or hot chocolate. When
they were out there on early
mornings bacon and eggs were
cooked, and at noon some soup
was heated for lunch

The big brown dog that | sat
down beside was almost too
friendly. He had the wettest
tongue | ever had sloshed across
my face. His name was "Dog’ —
not very original, but that was his
name

The boys' dad had taken his
license and stamps out of his bill-
fold and was still holding them in
his hand as he said, "l thought
about the cost of hunting ducks
when the price of licenses went
up. Now look at this hunting
license. It cost $6.00 plus a
twenty-five cent writing fee. It
goes to pay for all kinds of con-
servation. It, along with the tax on

A our guns and ammunition, paid

:. hTLI{!nters giling lihe day. | for this marsh area where we are

IS duck hunung IS get- | Bt Without th Uit

4" ery expensive | hunting. Withou al money this

| would probably be a cornfield

‘_ﬁh this the dad asked if | | Why, itis even paying your salary
#VER | pull my boat around be- | and for your equipment to make
8 them out of sight and get | sure we will continue to have
@ \eir boat for a little while. I | wildlife in future years." | certainly
agreed with him on that point

He continued by holding up
his three dollar habitat stamp and

“W& ourteen and he was smiling
f’l ear to ear as he proudly
"MW ed me his hunting license
i :tamps

4 Boeating a statement that |
' eard from some of the other

:["'08 so | agreed to join them for
: E rt time

sald, | checked Into this new
habitat stamp, and that money
must be used for wildlife habitat
It can be used with matching fed-
eral funds to buy land for wildlife,
and If it 1s used to buy land that
land will not be taken off the tax
roles. The taxes will be paid from
this same fund. Any land pur-
chased will be from willing sel-
lers. It will all be used right here In
the state of lowa. County Conser-
vation Boards can use some of it
for wildlife habitat plantings on
their areas too.” Well, there sure
wasn't any argument there
Next he held up his state
waterfowl stamp and said, “The
five dollars we paid for that goes
strictly for waterfowl habitat
Some of it has been used in
Canada to create nesting
marshes for ducks and geese.”
| said, “Yes, | know,"” and Dog
washed my ear with his wet
tongue
Next was his federal waterfow!
stamp and he said, "This federal
stamp went up to seven dollars
and fifty cents this year. It means
more money available to improve
our duck hunting. It goes for
waterfow! management, and not
very far from here Is a federal
refuge for ducks and geese.”
Dog tasted my coffee. | was
about through with it anyway
The duck hunting father con-
tinued. “That adds up to $21.50
for licenses and stamps for each
one of us. The youngster there
wouldn't need any of them, but
he wants to buy a ‘piece of the
flock’. He will have a nice collec

tion of licenses and stamps when
he gets old. Each year we plan on
at least four duck hunting trips
That would make it only $5.38 per
trip for each of us.”

“"We don't figure our other ex-
penses. The boat is also used
In the summer to do some fish-
Ing. The blind on it is made from
branches of trees that we
trimmed in our yard, plus some
scrap metal. The decoys are
some we have had for years, so |
don't know the cost of them. And
we dont count Dog in on any
expense because he's around all
year anyway. Today, so far, we
have two nice drake mallards
They will make a feast fit for a
King.

His next statement will really
make you think the next time you
wonder If duck hunting costs too
much

He said, "The greatest thing
about hunting out here on the
marsh is that | can be with my
boys doing something we really
like to do. They are learning
firsthand about nature. They see
the sun come up, the leaves turn-
Ing in the fall and muskrats stor-
iIng food for the winter. And they
are learning that everything in na-

ture has a purpose and one thing |

depends on another. | feel | really

| know my boys and they know

me. How do you put a value on
that?"

As | stood up to leave | shook
his hand, and Dog decided to
wet down my leqg. Isn't it too bad
there aren't more dads like that
one. and fewer dogs like Dog?
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by Jerry Hoilien
LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPERVISOR

It's one a.m. and the driver
Is headed home along the
river road where deer signs
mark the next 2 miles. He isn't
watching the roadsides when
suddenly a deer appears in
front of the headlights, the
deer is killed instantly and the
car loses a head light and its
grillwork. Darn the luck!!

This scene is repeated
hundreds of times each year
on lowa’s roadways. Can it be
avoided? In the past score of
years with the Commission as
a Conservation Officer, I've
talked with literally hundreds of
individuals who have
accidently hit deer with their
vehicles. To be sure, not all of
these could have been
avoided, but . . . there are
certain things you can do to
avoid this happening.

14

First, what happens to bring
deer and cars together? Deer
certainly are not trying to
commit <:i.cide. Deer move
basically at night, dusk and
dawn seem to be their favorite
times to feed, their eyes are
designed by nature for that
very purpose. Ever notice the
“glow” or “reflection” from the
eyes of night animals,
particularly deer?

When bright headlights of a
car strike the eyes of a deer,
they are literally blinded.
(Poachers are well aware of
this.) As the car approaches,
the deer will stare into the
lights — hearing the noise of
the motor and tires, suddenly
he becomes aware of
something moving closer. He
doesn’t have the slightest
notion which way to go, but go
he must to avoid this thing
coming down on him .. . and

often it's the wrong direction
— WHAM!!!

The number of deer hit on
different types of roads is
Interesting. Very few deer are
hit on gravel roads. At first you
think of speed, but with the 55
MPH speed limit, this can't be
correct. The crunch of the
gravel under the tires tells the
deer where the car is coming
from and how close it is. On
the hard surface roads, no
such warning is available.

Now, the question Is, how
can these accidents be
avoided? With the help of the
Highway Division, “deer
crossing’ signs have been put
up where the majority of the
deer are hit. Watch — when In
these areas — waltch the
roadsides and ditches for the
reflective shine of deer eyes.
When you see a deer — slow
down!

The first thing to do is blink
your lights, up and down.
Many will throw their lights on
high to better see the deer and
this only blinds them more.
Flashing your lights high and
low, breaks the steady blinding
light, giving the deer a chance.
Honk the horn! Not a steady
long blast — but a series of
short honks. This lets the deer
know from which direction the
car is coming.

Many individuals tell me
they saw one deer but another
came from the ditch. Slow
down. Just because you only
see one, doesn't mean it's the
only one. When one deer
moves across the road, others
naturally want to follow.

Watch, slow down, flash
your lights, honk your horn.
This may save you an
accident and money, and
incidentally save the deer!

During the past few years
I've experimented with honking
my horn at pheasants along
the road in daylight. A series
of short honks seems o
prompt a quicker reaction than
a long steady blast which
seems to “freeze” them on the
spot.

Our highways waste
thousands of our precious
wildlife each year — waste is
the correct word because for
the most part road-killed game
is only fit for the rendering
works or the scavangers.
While we're on this subject,
let's clear up another thing. A
few years ago the legislature
gave the Commission the
power to dispose of road-killed ., -
and seized game. The Y o
Commission has set up certain
rules, including a green permil
tagging system which the
Conservation Officer is
responsible for. If you hit a
deer, nothing in the Code of
lowa awards this to anyone. A i,
Conservation Officer is to be |
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contacted, either by phone or e
radio for disposition and s
possible tagging if fit for l,ﬁ

possession. Any unlawful
transportation or possession of
a deer without proper
authorization could lead to a
citation. Pla
The season on deer IS
closed most of the year and _
yet we kill almost as many on 1, Yoy,

the roads as by legal hunting. b |
Let's save our deer and Uwhiay
ourselves — WATCH OUT “Swep
FOR THEM!!! O *321;
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Ten vears ago the lowa
mservationist explored the hunt-
g outlook for 1969. Good weath-
conditions contributed greatly to
'me populations and a good sea-
n was expected especially for
ieasants and quail.

The lowa record deer rack pro-
am was established and was met
with great enthusi-
asm by lowa hunt-
ers. Deer taken in
lowa are among
the largest in the
United States each
year.

Twenty vears ago the sub-
ct was also hunting but this time
¢ took a look at shooting pre-
rves where you could hunt
ieasants  from September |
rough March 31. An operator of
¢ farm said he was lucky if
hunters recovered
50% of the pheas-
ants he released.

In the 1968 sea-
son an antlered
e doe and a mule
W, b deer were taken 1n
' separate hunts.

L} H-'\ L1
CONSERVATIONIST

ANT WAIT TO GO MUNTING?

Thirty years ago the Con-
‘rvationist ran a story on winter
ird feeding. This 1s one area that
asn't changed much in thirty
2ars. There 1s only one basic rule

once you start, don't stop.

the birds become dependent
n your feeding station. It was
‘ported that Conservationists
throughout lowa
were opening  a
war against the de-
struction of cover
in road ditches.
The “‘thirty year
war'" 1s still not
going too well

(L0

CONSLRVATIONIST

NTER BinD FEGiMG O FUN

'lease include a mailing
abel when you write us
tbout your subscription.
he label has information
N it which we can use to

4 | (nswer questions, process
oU' & enewals or correct errors.

'WA CONSERVATIONISTIOCTOBER, 1979

Classram Corner

by Bob Rye

ADMINISTRATOR, CONSERVATION EDUCATION CENTER

BIRDING, forestry,
wildflowers, water studies,
nature hikes, mammals, math,
English and leadership are all
classes at the Conservation
Education Center.

Group participants ask,
“Where do these fit into
Conservation?” Or, “Why is
this important to me?”" As the
subject variety continues, the
group perceives the total
conservation picture and how
all aspects are connected to
the base. The base is soil.

lowa Conservation
Commission foresters,
biologists and officers have at
times assisted the Center in
the education of lowans. The
personnel are all well-trained
in their specialty and present
programs in their area. But
soon we find that soil is
important to every field. (No
pun intended.)

For example, in surveying
animals, we find they are very
restricted to certain areas.
Areas which will grow corn,
beans, grasses or trees each
have certain types of animals
because of the plants which
are present.

In the Center’s native grass
area meadow larks, ground
squirrels and red foxes
are found. In the forest you
will find woodpeckers,
chipmunks, and gray foxes.

The plants are restricted to
the type of soil present. We
know all plants can’t grow
everywhere. There are plants
which grow in poor soil,
others only in rich soil.

One class activity on soil,
specifically called soil
characteristics, has an
objective of understanding
the characteristics of various
soils and how they are related
to the ground cover. This
study can be used in any
location that has several
difterent ground covers.

First, the class is divided
into three groups. A soil
sample is collected in each of
three areas. Each third of the
class studies part of each

sample and writes a sentence
describing how each soil is
related to the area.

The samples are surveyed
for evidence of plants,
animals, rocks (sizes), humus
etc. The evidence is
sometimes small so a hand
lens is useful. This activity will
involve the thinking skills of
observing, interpreting data,
and classifying.

Direct observation
programs like the one just
described and those which
are indirectly related such as
“the animals,” “recycling” or
“living soil” are of interest
to students. Participants at
the Center are eager for
information on soil, an area
in which they are generally
uninformed.

There is a classroom
instructional booklet of soil
activities and one of forestry
activities available from the
lowa Conservation Education
Council. The activities are
designed for a wide range of
ages and interest levels. The

. eastern part. The workshops

booklets also contain a history
of the topic for the past one
hundred years. The Council is

composed of a group of
agencies and institutions,
including the lowa Conser-
vation Commission, which
are interested in assisting
educators in teaching
conservation.

There are also fall and
winter workshops sponsored
by the council. These
workshops are designed to
provide information and
activities in many areas for
use by all educators-
administrators, school
teachers, and educators of
the general public. They are
located at the Conservation
Education Center for the
western part of the state and
in two locations for the

are scheduled on three
different weekends.

The soil and forestry activity
booklets are available free at
the workshops. For more
information on the workshops
or to purchase booklets (50¢),
write to Min Amemiya, 117
Agronomy Bldg., lowa State
University, Ames, lowa 50010
or Conservation Education
Center, RR #1, Box 53,
Guthrnie Center, lowa 50115.
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