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Planting Tomatoes in the Home Garden

by Richard Jauron, ISU Extension Program Specialist/Horticulture

Phone: 515-294-1871 - e-mail: rjauron@iastate.edu

Tonat oes are the nast popul ar vegetadl einthe
hone garden. Tonat oes are avai lableinawde
variegyd cdas, sizes, adshges. Wi | e nost
toatossarered thereared soyd | oy arage,
adprkvarieties. Szesvaryfronthebite-size
cherrytonatcestotheg at beefstesk vari eti es.
Tonat ces nay beround, dd ate (frut areflattened

a thetopadbattony, o pear-sheped

Tonat ces a sovary ingronth habi t. Tonat o
vaidiesaedassifiedastteammatea ik er-
nmnate. Ceterninet et onat oes are snal |, conpact
pdats. Theygontoacetanhea gt, stop then
florr adsa dl thar frut wthinashort periad
o tine. Thehervest periodfor determnete

tonat oes i s generd |y short, naki ng t hemgood
cha cesfar caning. | ndet ernnet e t onat oes
catinetogow florr, adset frut util killed
bytrefirst frost inthefdl. Accard gy, the
hervest from noetermret e vari i es oftenextends
over atwa threenanthperiod Me dsare
oenerd |y heavier thendetermnetetypes, bu are
wud lylaer tonature | ndeternirnet et onat oes
aetdl, sprani ngp ants wi ch ot enperf ormbest
wensupported by stakes or atd | wre cage.

Transp at tonatoesintothegardenafter the

danger o frost ispest. Incetrd o My 10is
the suggested pl ati ng dete. Gr denersinsout hr
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enloacanp at oneveek earlier, wilethose
innorthernareas shod dvai t anextraveek. The
last practicd cefa gdatingtomatossisgorod -
nat el y June 20.

Viden purchasi ngtonat o pl ants at your | ocal
gardencater, sdect stacky, drkgeeng ats.
Adddatswthfruts. Trefrutswll stut dat
gothadreducetad yidd Hrdena acdi-
natep atstoaudoor codtiosbefaetras-
patinginothegarden Intidlydecethedats
inashady | ocation, thengradud |y exposethemto
loger periads of suligt. Ater severd days o
har deni ng, tonat oes shou dbereadytobep anted
inothegarden

Rat toatoesinful sinfor best yid ds. If the
datsaeinpea pas, tear of thetopedea
nakesrethetopedgeisvel | bed owthesal
sufaceocep ated If thetopeded the peat
pat iseqosedtothear, it wll act likeawckad
dawaer frothesal aoundthep at. If the
toatosaeindasticpasa cdl-peks, carefuly
tapou thep ats. Bbeasharpknfetocu aroud
datsgovrnginsma | flas.

St datsinothesdl wptothar first truel eases.
Anchdf thebatareaves o tdl, sprdytrans
platsadlay themsidevaysinatrench. Gre-




fuly bend the stemupward so t he upper few
inches of stemareabovethesal suface Ras
wll devd opdl dagtheburiedstem

Speci ngof thep ants depends onthegroth habi t
o thevariety adtra n ng syst emenpl oyed.
Inoetermretevarietiesthet are staked canbe
pated1l/2to2feet goart intherov Alowa2-
to3-foat-spaci ngfar indetermneted ats grom
inwre cages, Wil etonat oes al | oned t o spraw
over the ground shoul d be spaced 3to 4 feet
apart. Determnate, ground-gromn t onat oes can
beplated1l/2to2feet goart. Rows shou dbe

spaced aoout 4feet goart.

Ater trasdating fertilizethetoaod atswth
asate fatiliza duin Adate featiliza

sa uti on can be prepared by d ssd ving one o tvo
tad espopos of a5 1050 6-10-4inagd lonof
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vae. Adyl2pnt o thestarter sd uianto
eechfd at.

Sgestedtonatovarietiesfor lovai nc ude* Jet
Sa’ (inetermretep at; red ddae ned urto
largefrut), ‘Bater By (indtermnete red
roud, ned urfrut), ‘@ dxity (determrete
red, ddae nedurtolagefrut), ‘Mutan
igt’ (determrete red ddae ned unfrut),
‘Surise (determnete red, round, ned unto
lagefrut), ‘dldled (inkemrate aate
round, ned urfrut), and‘Swall Ry (determ-
rete red aeinchdamter frut).

Thsatideaigrd|lyapearedinthe My 7,
1999 ssue of Horticul ture &Hne Rest News,
po. %456, For subscriptioninfarnati on, cotact
you couty | SUBtesiondficea visit hitp//
vwwv i pmi ast at e. edu/ | pmhor t nevs/

by Mary Beth Kaufman, ISU Extension Field Specialist/Family Resource Management
Phone: 712-755-3104 - e-mail: mbkaufma@iastate.edu

Thearriva of springhes nany fd ksbreathinga
sdha rdief tha thecostl ywnter hesti ngseasmn
isover. Hovever, thisisNOthetinetoforget
about ener gy conservat i on because we never
knowvihat t he sunmer codl i ng seasonw || bring.
The Bepartnent of Bnergy dffersthesetipsfor
|overingyour cetrd ar cond tioner’ s energy
Lsage

* S you thernostat a 78Faor higher. Theless
d fference betveen the i ndoor and out door
tenpera ures, thel oner your overd |l coding
bill wll be. Eechdegreesettingbd ow78F
w |l 1ncrease energy consunpti on by approxi -
nat el y 8%

e D't pacelanps or TVsets near your air-
cond ti oni ngthernastat. Thet hernast at
senses heat fromt hese app i ances, Wi ch can
casethea r cond tianer torunl anger then
necessary.
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e @@msider isinganinterior faninconuction
wthyour ar cod tioner tospreadthe cod ed
ar noreeffectiveythroughyour hone
wthout great|y increasi ngyour poner use.

e PRattresa srustoshedear-codtiaing
uitshu not tobdackthea rfl ov Aunit
operatinginthe shade uses as nuch as 10%
lessdectrictythenthesane oregoeraingin
thesun. Asoreducethecodinglcedby
shadi ng east and west W ndovs.

e \Wenpossib e dd ay heat-gererati ngactivi-
ties, suchas cooki ng, beki ng and
d shvashing, util eveningonhat days.

e Inspect andcl eanbaththeindoor and out door
cals. Theindoor cal inyour ar cond ti oner
actsasanagnet far dust becauseit is cor




stantlywettedduringthe cod i ngseason Drt
bu I dupontheindoor cal isthesing enast
common cause of poor effici ency. The out -

door coil nost a so be checked periodicd |y

fordrt bulduaddeaedif necessary.

 Hweasevicecotractar checktherefriger-
at cherge Thecircdaingfludinyor ar
codtioe isasped d refrigerat gesthat is
put inwenthesystemisinstaled If the
systemi s overcharged or underchargedwth
refrigerat, it wil nat vark praperly.

Aeyoup anninghonerenodel ingprgectsthis
sunmer ? The US Departnent of Energy

websi te (vwwv energy. gov) cites “No-Regrets
Renodel i ng” (publ i§ shed by Hone Ener gy Maga-
Zine) asasourced infarnati onfor energy-savi ng
pesblities

Brenif youarenat renadd i ng, thereare count-

Rural Directories: A Country

| ess vays t o reduce your energy use, nany of

t hemi nexpensi ve and easy. The Depart nent of
Bhergy s Hone Energy Saver website (http://
HoneEner gySaver. 1 bl . gov) a | ons youtoenter
your zi p code and i nf ornat i on about your hone,
inarder toidetifythenast cost-effectiveenergy-
savi ng neasures. @, check out hone ener gy
conservationinfarnationfroml SUEt ensi on at
htp//wwextensi oniasta e eds housi ng

Look For the BENERGY STAR®Label if you' re
inthe narket for newapp i ances or equ pnexnt .
TheUS Ewironnental Fotection Agency
(BPA andthe US Departnent of Energy (DB
arevorkingtogether topronatethe use of e+
ergy-efficient equ pnent by anard ngthe EN
ERGY STARI abel to products that save ener gy,
hel pprevert ar pd | uti onand save noney, fre-
quentlywthbetter perfornance. Minufacturers
andretail ers vad unteer topl acet he ENERY
STARI| abel onthose nodel s that neet or exceed
thecriteriaset by EFAandDOE

Who's Who

by Shawn Shouse, ISU Extension Field Specialist’/Ag Engineering

Phone: 712-769-2600 - e-mail: sshouse@iastate.edu

Qed thejoysd livinginthecoutryisthet you
livefar enoughfromyour nel ghbors thet you can' t
hear themsneeze. Qe d thechd lenges of |iving
inthecountryistha youlivefa enoughfrom
your nei ghbors that you nay have troubl e know
ingwotheyare. Intom, youcanlook upa
nane and st reet address i n t he phone book and
figresuchthingsou. If olythereveresucha
drectayfo rud fdks. Gessweat? Thereis!

Rra drectories provi de naps showngrurd
roads, residences, addresses, phone nunters, and
sonet i nes | and ownershi p.  Bveryt hi ng you need
to knowabout who lives i nyour nel ghborhoodi s
right thereuder anecover. Youwl | hear these
drectaiescdledby dfferent nenes. Those
cdled“dat books’ wll indudebaththerud
drectayadtheda (lad) napslistinglesd
overshipof landparcels. Thoseca |l ed“ TAM
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books” w1 i ncl ude Towshi p naps, A phabeti ca
locator lists, adNi | i ngaddresses (hencethe
nane TAV. Qher fornats and nanes nay be
adlddeasvdl.

Rra drectory naps are genera |y broken domn
bytowmships. Tonshipsarepditicd juisd ¢
tions vhi ch (inlowa) enconpass about 36 square
ml es (usud |y six nil es square). Eachsquareml e
inthetowsh p(cd ledasection) isassigeda
nuntoer (cal | ed, odd y enough, asecti on nuniver).
Long-ti ne resi dents nay use thi s nane and
nuntoer systemtotel | youweretheylive (such
& | liveinFakfat towship, section3). The
nunioer i ng sequence for lonasectionsfad l ovs a
cosi stat paternstartinginthenorthesst carner
o thetowship. Wthpractice, youcanvisud i ze
wereinthetowmshipaparticd ar secti on nunioer
voul d be | ocat ed.




COUNTY DIRECTORY (Example)

?ikWilliam
Doe

Section
numbers

Highways
i
Rock Sally Residence
4 roads Neighbors Incations
7 8 9 10

Wththehd pd arurd drectay, youcanfaml -
iarizeyousd f wththe nanes of surround ng
nei ghbors and | and owners.  You can |l ocate
nni nomnai nt enance (di rt) roeds, rurd
churches, cenateries, adcl osed bridges. These
drectaieshae fa years, beenthetrusted
conpani onof fa kswonakerura deliveriesor
cdl onrud resdats.

S, howdo| get acopy of arurd drectary? If
yaulivea arurd residence, younay get onefor

Prairies - one more word

free @epramret pldisher o rurd drectarsin
the uoper Mdvest sd | sadvertisinginthed rec-
tary, nuchli ke nagazi ne adverti sing, tosuosid ze
theoost o povidgd rectariestorurd resi dats.
R i shers suchas thi s one nay send revi sed
dredaiestod! rud residetsinacautyevery
year. If youarena ontherurd residencenailing
list, enmtotheaeg avaddlikeadrectayfa
axther cauty, addtiod copesaedvaysfa
sde Mst coutiesintheMdrest haved recto
riesaval dd efroma | esst oepudi sher far 0
$0. Inlona two suchpudlishers are Farm&
Hone Rubl i shers of Bel nond, | ova (515- 444-
3508) or http://ww fhptd coh and RC Booth
Bterprisesof Harlan, |ona (712-755-5425).

If youdon't dready havearud drectayfo your
couty, checkit aut soon You' |l finrdaved thd
infanationthat canhel pyoufed a honewth
you felowmrurd e ghors.

by Shawn Shouse, ISU Extension Field Specialist/Ag Engineering

Phone: 712-769-2600 - e-mail: sshouse@iastate.edu

InFebruary and Mrch, vefeatwredarticl es by
D. Geg B ennenan on pl anni ng and est all i sh-
ingaprarieecosystem Asluckwvod dhaveit,
just AFTERthose articl eswere pud i shed, |
recel ved word of anewbook onthat verytopic.
ARacticd QGidetoRarieRecanstruction, by
Gxl Kuatz, g vesacon seoverviewd the

pl anni ng, establ i shnent and nai ntenance of a
recomstructedprairie. The 54-page bodk i ncl udes
naore than 20 beauti fu co or phot ographs and an

etesivelist o sypdieasadrefereves. The
real priced thsstepby-steprefereeboki s
$12 &b,

Thisbookispudishedby, adaval ad efromthe
Lhiversity of lonaPress, 100 Kuih Huse, 1ona
Gty, |A 52242-1000. Fhone: 319-335- 2000 Fax:
319-33%-2065. hthewebat: http://

v Uil ove. edu/ ~ui press/  For book orders, cdl |
773-568-1550, or Enai | : ui press@i ona. edu
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...and justice for all

The lowa Cooperative Exension Service’s programs and policies are
consistent with pertinent federal and state laws and regulations on
nondiscrimination. Many materials can be made available in alternate
formats for ADA clients.
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