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There’s magic in gold leaves
fluttering against the clear,
autumn blue. The dry, cool breeze
signals ducks to fly, leaves to fall,
and football stadiums to fill on
Saturday afternoons. In Iowa’s
natural lakes country, in-the-
know anglers go “prospecting for
gold” as yellow perch tie on the
fall feedbag.

Around Spirit Lake, West Oko-
buji and most other natural lakes
in the northern part of the state,

perch rank high on the angler’s
(and gourmet’s) list of desirable
fish. The most consistent perch
fishing comes during the fall,
after many rods have been stored.
Fishing improves following the
first frost and as the water cools
it remains good, well after ice up.

The best bet for big perch, foot

long fish weighing up to a pound;

is Spirit Lake. Most fish in-€Tear,
East, and West Okobpit lakes run
under 10 inches bt often provide
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faster action. Use that boat dur-
ing the day and fish deep water
off rock piles or around deep
weedbeds. In late September and
October, evening perch fishing
can be fantastic. Fish move to the
shoreline and anglers casting
from docks, around stream out-
lets, and off rocky points, clean
up.

Best tackle is a lightweight or
ultralight rod with a reel holding
line light enough to handle tiny
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A fall morning on West Okoboji

Photo by Jerry
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Ready for the pan

lures. Some argue that ultralight

gear may cause the loss of a
A larger fish — a walleye or north-
ern pike which may occasionally
take the smaller baits — but the
perch purist goes light.

Small leadheads, one sixteenth

ounce and smaller are good along

hon with spinners, spoons and minia-
ture diving plugs. Worms and
small minnows are top baits. If
the fishing is slow during mid-
day, try a combination. Attach a
minnow or a small piece of night-
crawler to a leadhead with the
hackle removed. Fish it slowly —
it’ll pay off. Drifting a tiny ice
fishing lure baited with a piece of
worm will take fall perch, or just
trolling a spinner / minnow or
spinner/worm combination will

) score.
Flyrodders working the rocky
4 points or wading the shoreline

shallows often take a 25 fish limit
on a fall evening. Perch are school
fish and the action usually comes
in bunches, particularly in the
evening hours. Try any colorful
streamer or large wet fly.

1 Although they're small, perch
ek are plentiful, fat, and they fillet

M out well. Fried to a golden brown
s the choice pieces taste similar to,
and maybe a bit sweeter than
i those of their famous cousin, the
;fir‘-'ﬂ."-lg walleye.

ki If that thought can’t compete

g2 | with a football game, nothing

VLY, can. kg






SIS

— S

tahso
jobwhite

Kbt

ping
il

By Charles C. Schwartz
Wildlife Biologist

One of the many problems as-
sociated with wildlife research
and management involves keep-
ing an account of the number of
animals with which we are deal-
ing. Knowing the answer to the
question “how many” is one of
the prerequisites to any research
or management program.

The bobwhite quail, one of
Iowa’s important game species, 1s
one of the many game animals on
which the Iowa Conservation
Commission annually keeps tabs.
How do we keep track of bob-
white populations in Iowa? Basi-
cally, there are three major sur-
veys conducted annually to es-
timate changes in quail numbers.
These are: (1) a late-spring
whistling cock survey, (2) an
August production survey and
(3) a bird-dog census on a study
area.

The late-spring survey, refer-
red to as a July whistling-cock
survey, is used to estimate the
potential spring breeding popula-
tion. It is also used to determine
distribution of quail populations
in Jowa. The technique relies on
one of the basic behaviorial char-

acteristics of the bobwhite; the
male’s whistle to attract a mate.
Throughout southern lowa, there
are designated survey routes
where wildlife biologists and con-
servation officers count the total
number of different calling male
quail they hear. This number 1is
then used as an index to estimate
the spring breeding bird density
and changes in spring quail num-
bers. This is reflected by annual
changes in the yearly index. Re-
liable indices to guail abundance
can be obtained without knowing,
in absolute terms, the exact num-
ber of quail in Iowa, and can be
obtained with less effort than is
required for a complete census.

The second survey is a produc-
tion estimation conducted in Aug-
ust. This survey, like the July
whistling-cock survey, relies on
one of the many behavioral char-
acteristics of game birds. During
late summer, early morning
heavy dews are common. Quail,
like pheasants and rabbits, do not
like to stay in wet cover so they
move to open areas to dry off.
One place where they are com-
monly seen is along roadside
rights-of-way. Realizing this fact,
the Conservation Commission
conducts an annual roadside sur-
vey of small game in mid-August
As with the July whistle count
standard routes are
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throughout Iowa's quail range.
Starting at sunrise, trained per-
sonnel drive these routes and

record all game sighted, includ-
ing the bobwhite. Information
from this survey is then used to
determine the reproductive suc-
cess for that year and to predict
the coming fall population.

If we look at the August sur-
vey information that has been
collected for the last ten years
and compare this to fall hunting
success certain trends become ob-
vious. When the number of quail
sighted on the August roadside
survey increases, there is a good
chance that the fall harvest will
also increase, and visa-versa. If
we apply certain statistical tests,
which are used by biologists to
help explain the relationship be-
tween two factors, we see that 90
percent of the change in our quail
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harvest is explained by the
change in our August survey. The
same statistics used to determine
how closely related our summer
survey is to our fall harvest can
also tell us how often we can ex-
pect to be correct in our predic-
tions. It turns out that the pro-
bability of our predic-
tions being correct is also about
90 percent. In other words, we
can successfully predict the quail
harvest (which is related to your
success) nine out of ten
1‘1.'}'1}' not ten out of ten? There are

1 : oy
narvesi

times

several factors which our survey
is unable to predict. As you know,
good quail hunting is related not
only to good covey numbers, but
also to weather, how well the
corn and soybean harvest is along
and many other factors. During
oddball years like 1972-73 we are
unable to predict the extent of
crop harvest and weather. Even
though bird numbers may have
been adequate for a good quail
season, old man weather did not
cooperate.

Our third survey, the bird dog
survey, consists of systematically
searching 4,700 acres of private
land in southern lowa
and spring. This survey is usually

each fall

conducted just prior to quail sea-
son and just after severe wintel
weather ends. During this quail
count, biologists aided by point-
ing dogs systematically cover the
study area and count all the quail
they find. This information 1is
used to monitor long and short
termed changes in population on
a discrete unit of land. Such data
can be used to study the effects
of winter weather on quail mor-
tality and abundance. In addition,
long term effects on quail num-
bers, from changing land use
practices, like increased grazing
or land clearing, can be docu-
mented.

As you can see, the Conserva-
tion Commission is expending
manpower and effort each year to
keep track of our quail popula-
tions. Hopefully, information
gathered from these surveys will
give us insight and a basic under-
standing of population changes
for one of Iowa's finest game

birds. g
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Hunting is one of the greatest
sports in Iowa. It is indeed a thrill
to see a good bird dog pointing a
covey of quail, or to hear the
squawk of a big rooster pheasant
as he becomes airborne. Perhaps
you enjoy seeing waterfowl being
decoyed in to your spread on the
marsh, or it may be the white tail
of a deer disappearing into the
woods, or a little beagle dog chas-
ing a cottontail rabbit that makes
your spine tingle.

Whatever your favorite game
animal might be, did you ever
wonder how we can have such
good hunting in Iowa since the
state has become more populated,
and with a substantial increase in
the number of hunters.

Everyone knows it takes food,
water, and cover for wildlife.
Without these factors wildlife
could not survive. However, there
1S one more very important fac-
tor, and that is protection; protec-
tion during the closed season
when the wildlife are raising
their young; protection for en-
dangered species; enforcement of
limits so there is enough game to
go around for all those who like
to hunt, but with enough left over
for next year’s breeding stock.

Your Conservation Officer is
doing that job for you by enfore-
ing the state’s fish and game laws.
This very energetic and dedicated
man receives his salary from the

By Rex Emerson
Law Enforcement Supervisor

sale of licenses rather than from
tax funds. He may be in charge of
one or two countles, or In some
cases three counties, so give him
your cooperation and assistance.
He is working for you. The hours
are many, and the pay is not too
bad unless you figure it by the
hour, but due to his genuine in-
terest in promoting conservation
he enjoys every minute of his
day.

Let’s take a look at just one
typical fall day in this officer’s
life. It starts early in the morning
when he might be walking a
small creek looking for illegal
traps and checking animal tracks
to get an idea of wildlife popula-
tions in the area. Sounds like a
bit of a biologist.

A gun shot over the next hill
arouses his curiosity and needs to
be checked out. It might be an
illegal hunter. So through the
woods and over the hill. He’s a
sprinter, too, you know.

There are licenses to be checked
during the day, and will include
visiting with the hunters. Maybe
he can help them to be more
successful with their sport. Or
perhaps a farmer is having some
problems with hunters that didn’t
ask permission to hunt. He's a
diplomat, too, you know.

Some of the hunters will be
violating the law, and if they are
apprehended, some time will be
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spent in court making out infor-
mations and presenting his case.
Almost a lawyer, too, you know.

A call comes in on his radio
that a license depositor has some
questions and would like for the
officer to stop by. While in town
he better get a radio program
taped for next Saturday. He's a
good public relations man, you
know.

After supper is a hunter safety
class for a group of Boy Scouts.
These classes require a minimum
of four hours instruction. Oh, yes,
he’s a teacher, too!

It’s been a long day and so
home to bed. Then the telephone
rings. A car has hit and killed a
deer, and the dead animal must
be disposed of. So back to work.

Fach day is different, but
usually quite as busy. However,
it is not at all unusual for some-
one to say to him, “Well, the
hunting season opens tomorrow.
I suppose you will have to go to
work now.” If the officer hadn'’t
been working days and also some
nights there wouldn’t be any
hunting season to open.

Yes, game cover is very impor-
tant, but as long as we have peo-
ple, the important thing to wild-
life abundance is protection. The
Conservation Officer is not just
a game warden; he is “Mr. Con-
servation.”
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Y WATERFOWIL
FALL FLIGHT FORECAST

Richard A. Bishop
Waterfowl Research Biologist

The 1973 fall flight of ducks
from the Canadian Prairies down
the Mississippi Flyway is esti-
mated to be about 30 percent
lower than in 1972. This is the
culmination of a series of events
which has led to a bleak fall
flight forecast. The scene was set
in the spring of 1972 when good
waterfowl habitat conditions
failed to produce ducklings and
resulted in a below normal hatch.
The absence of young ducks in
the 1972 fall migration allowed
hunter harvest to cut into the
1973 breeding population. This
occurred even with a 11 percent
decline in the 1972 Mississippi
Flyway duck harvest.

A mild dry winter in Canada,
both Dakotas, Montana and north-
west Minnesota, coupled with
less than substantial sprine rains,
caused a 42 percent decline in

pothole numbers from 1972 (down cepting the point system. The Shaveller Cradwall. Ses. Ducls :
- = | = s - : = & _1' - N ; o ¥ 3 .‘E # L - .
41 percent from the 1955-72 aver- Iowa Conservation Commission : d
: S . Mergansers (except hooded) {
age). Breeding surveys indicated chose to hunt under the point : =

many non-breeding birds and all
signs hinted towards poor produc-
tion. These surveys showed a de-
crease of 15 percent in the mal-

lard breeding population from
1972 and an overall decrease of
15 percent for all ducks.

Late season rains which occur-
red in June and July created
slightly better than average water
conditions, however, most of this
rain fell north of the better
breeding habitat. Much of Mani-
toba and both Dakota’s still re-
main dry. The rains came too late
to significantly affect early pro-
duction but should stimulate
some late nesting attempts and
ensure survival of the broods pro-
duced. Brood survival is very im-
portant and can make or break
the annual production forecast.

Regulations proposed for the
1973 hunting season are curtailed
somewhat from 1972. The cutback
is mainly in the length of the sea-
son and a slight reduction in the
daily mallard bag for states ac-

system option with the following
guidelines: 45 day season under
a 100 point system, shooting hours
from sunrise to sunset, a split sea-

son which will open October 6
and run through October 10, re-
opening October 20 and continu-
ing through November 28, the
Mississippi River proper will be
closed to the shooting of canvas-
backs and redheads. Point al-
locations are as follows:

100 Points
Redhead, Canvasback (except
on the Mississippi River the sea-
son on canvasback and redheads
will be closed).
90 Points
Female Mallard, Wood Duck,
Hooded Merganser.
25 Points
Drake Mallards, Pintails, Black
Ducks and all others not spec-
ified.
15 Points
Teal, Green -
Widgeon,

Blue - winged
winged Teal, Scaup,

This presents the hunter with
the potential daily bag limit of
from 1 to 7 ducks depending on
the species and the order taken.
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Providing a redhead or canvas-
back was not shot first, hunters
would have a minimum bag of
two ducks regardless of species.

These regulations do not ap-
pear to be curtailed as severely as
waterfowl populations indicate.
Data strongly suggest that as long
as hunters abide by the regula-
tions there are built-in restric-
tions in the point system and
ample recreational opportunity
can be offered without substan-

tial increases in the harvest. Eval-
uation of past-hunting season

data indicates th‘at the magnitude nesting and early brood rearing /
of harvest projected from the  ,..i,4 created ideal conditions |
1973 regulations will Iesult N a&  for good success. Fair weather 4
I‘EdU‘Can £ th? 19;4 mal_la_rd coupled with a larger number of
breedmg popu_latmr? in the vicin- breeding females should produce —
ity of one million birds. However, o ,f "the best fall flights of ’
we feel this is acceptable due to geese in recent years.
the lack of prospective breeding ' Y
habitat in 1974 and the fact that When large numbers of young
almost any season allowed would  are present, the midwest states ¥
have resulted in a reduction in 115951111}' have high harvest rates.
the 1974 breeding population. This is the result of the vulner-
When water returns to the prair-  ability of young inexperienced
ies. moderate seasons will allow  geese and the fact that they can- -
the re-population of this habitat. 1ot withstand long flights with- ’ #
One additional fact is the in-  out replenishing their energy re- 4
creased number of ducks breed-  serves. This causes the birds to Ax
ing outside what we call the Ppause and feed frequently which —
“major duck factory,” in areas creates ideal hunting conditions
such as Towa. Wisconsin, Michi- for this season. Goose hunting
gan, Ontario and the far north. should be much improved over f
(While working on geese 1In 1972.
northern Manitoba this spring I The goose season will open
observed almost twice the num-  October 1 and run through No- iy
ber of mallard pairs compared to vember 9 for Canada geese only. 4
last year.) I believe production  Blue and snow goose hunting will -
from the forested region and be allowed from October 1 thru
northward to above the tree line December 9. The daily bag limit |
will be more significant than in  will be five geese of which no P e
past years. more than one can be a Canada
The success of Towa hunters is 800se and two white - fronted f
not always dependent on overall geese. The possession limit of five
fall flight forecast. We can exper- geese may not include more than
ience good hunting even in years two Canada geese my:l two white-
of poor production if migration fronted geese. Shooting hours are 4
conditions are just right. The from sunrise to sunset.
prospects for hunting in Towa will Please note that our attempts
depend on weather and migration to re-establish the giant Canada -

conditions. One bright aspect is
the big increase in local ducks.
May surveys showed approxi-
mately a 30 percent increase 1In
breeding teal and mallards In
Iowa and recent observations In
northern Iowa leaves the impres-

Many mallard broods were seen
in flooded agricultural fields sug-
gesting above normal reproduc-
tion on private lands. This should
increase the chances for a suc-
cessful early hunting season.

The goose picture 1s quite a
different story. To briefly sum up
this situation, we experienced an
early spring break up in the Arc-
tic. This encompassed the major-
ity of the breeding range of both
blue and snow geese and Canada
geese. Mild weather during the

goose in northern Iowa have been
highly successful. This year with
good local goose production we
estimate the hatch of Iowa Can-
ada geese to be between 700-1,000
birds. We will continue to build
this flock for the benefit of the

IOWA CONSERVATIONIST
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By Rex Emerson
Law Enforcement Supervisor

E}Thl:{ 1s starting the third day
that I have been sitting on this
river bank near a fish trap. It

rained a little bit last night. A
sheet of plastic sure came in
handy to keep dry. Can't build a
fire; the smoke would be seen by
the violator

Canned heat was

-
-
-

Ll I

ol 1 4 I=Ta 1T h 1 1
Cdll ) llEediledd 1011 L =Ll L
B » T 1 1
SmoKe. INothlng worse than cold

for two or three davs. Had

bean
a few little catnaps during the
night using a boat cushion for a
pillow. Didn’t know whiskers

could itch so much! 7:45 am. A
car 1s coming field
[Looks like a little action is about
to start. A gooseberry bush 1is
sure thorny to take cover under,
but the river can be seen from
here

across the

] B | - r..-.I & -:‘., 5 s T X i
Bet vou t.}ll-']_l_;v:fl [ nunting 18
hazardous sport. Actually, it

ranks 16th on the list of hazard-

ous sports, according to a major

Insurance company.
In order of risk, they are:

1. Football

Winter Sports

3. Baseball

4, Swimming

D. Basketball

6. Skating

/. Accidents in the country or at
the beach

8. Bicycling

0. Accidents at
and outings

10. Golf

11. Horseback Riding

12. Boating and Canoeing

13. Gymnastics

14. Fishing

15. Accidents at churches,
theaters and concerts

16. Hunting

Do

parks,

picnics

The first of a series of excerpts taken
from an officer's notebook.

(:00 am. The car stopped real

close by. A man in overalls, blue

shirt, and a tan cap got out. He

walked the remaining thirty feet

1 s4'm B ; BT [ sl 1 = 1
to the river bank and looked

around for what seemed an eter-

nity. oatisiiea that all was clear

IJ * 1 1 - 1 &
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8:09 a.m. He dropped a big

iron hook attached to a rope over
rope
of the trap. The trap was soon in
the boat, the lid taken off and fish
being dumped on the floor of the
old John boat. A noisy blue jay
had just discovered me. The noise
of that old bird was put to my ad-
vantage, as it covered the click of
my camera. I was too close to use
it before. As the lid back

T.'[‘;i['] S11C
into the water 1 quickly changed

th o -]-1 -r1-t.' } |_b-r '-!1"11'\|I
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locations to a big oak tree located
between the car and the violator
On his way to the car with his
sack of fish he was surprised to
find himself within three feet of
a game warden. It was too late to
run, but I'm sure he wished he

could just sink into the ground.

A citation was issued for his
court appearance the next day.
The sack of eight catfish will be
held by me as evidence. There
were some real nice fish in the
sack and they got a litte heavy as
[ carried them down the river
about a quarter mile to where my
boat was hid. The fish trap was
pulled out, and it, too, will be
held as evidence. The fish will be
rough-dressed and frozen. They
will have to be held until after
the court hearing and the date of
appeal, which will be another 20
days. After that the county home
will get them.

[t's time to go home and get
these whiskers off, and have a hot
meal; in that order.

_Ewt'arlwd on squirrel hunting

today. The early

patrol y Sseason
squirrel hunters have problems
with all the leaves still on the
trees. One squirrel hunter told
me he didn't know whether to
shoot at squirrels or mosquitoes.

much

E i n = 4
1K Lrnere wasn-it

It seemed

difference 1n the size!

Most of the good hunters are
out in the timber about daylight.
[t 1s difficult to check his license
because he will sit down on the
ground and lean back against a
tree to quietly wait for a squirrel
to show himself. He thinks it real
funny if the warden walks past
without seeing him. If the hunt-
ing is good, the shots will soon
pinpoint the hunter’s location.

One hunter had a dog that
would tree squirrels and then
bark at them. He was easy to
find, and he was a little embar-
rassed when asked for his hunt-
ing license, because he had {for-
got to get one. “I'll buy one just
as soon as I get back to town,” he
said. I told him, “Fine, I hope you
do, because that is where the ish
and Game Division gets the
money to furnish the protection
for wildlife, but you must have a
license before you go hunting and
be able to produce it upon request
of an officer or land-owner. [
have no choice but to issue a
citation ordering you to appear in
court next Monday at 9:00 am.”

The rest of the day was spent
about the same. There were two
more hunters without a license,
and one with an assembled gun
in his car. All will have their day
in court.

Went home at 5:00 p.m. and
cleaned up. Had a 6:00 p.m. sup-
per meeting with the Lion’s Club,
and gave a short talk about the
hunting seasons and limits. W
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By Curt Powell
Administrator
Conservation Education
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The hunting season is upon us
and the seasons are changing.
This is the time of the year to re-
new our acquaintance with the
natural beauty of fall. Iowa out-
doors offers a fascinating oppor-
tunity to appreciate the unfolding
dramas of the hunt, changing sea-
sons, migrations, and winter pre-
paration by many of Iowa’s resi-
dent animals and birds.

For those who hunt it is the
time to become familiar with
hunting seasons, bag and posses-
sion limits, species identification
and, most certainly safety while
hunting. Did you know that the
Iowa Conservation Commission
has an excellent hunter safety
education program? In case your
hunting involves the use of boats,
did you know that the Conserva-
tion Commission has a boating
safety coordinator and is in the
process of developing a water
safety education program?
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NOTE
0TS (S5) ARE 2" LONG

Keeping busy during the win-
ter months is good for all crea-
There
should be things that we can do

tures, including man.

during the winter months that
could be used later on in the
spring or summer. The Hennepin
County Park Reserve District at
Minneapolis, Minnesota, offered
this project for classroom work.
Classroom Corner has modified
the design somewhat for ease of
assembling. Have you ever built
a bird house from cardboard? It
can be done.

Cut your heavy cardboard ac-
cording to the dimensions shown
on the plan. Waterproof the
pieces with shellac, varnish, or
paint. Assemble the birdhouse
and place a stick across the top
and bottom of the house to give
it support. The hole in the front
should be 1” for wrens or 1%2" for
bluebirds.
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ND L MITS

1973 1974 HUNTING -TRAPHNG SEASONS A
Daily Pusses;swn
Season Daotes Shooting Hours Bag Limit Limit
ABBIT
(Cottontall & ack Sept. | Feb. 28 & o.m & p.m 10 None
QU IRREL
(fox and qray Sept. | Dec. 3| none 6 12
«DEER (bow) Oct 13 - Nov 23 /2 i hefore surn \rise
Split 5eason Jec 16 /2 hr atter sunsel ! !
* DEER (chotgun’
All zones Dec. | 5 qunrise 19 sunset | \
C AN ADA EESE Oct ' - Nov. 7 Cunrise to sunset \ 2
-cESE  (other species Oct. | - Dec. 7 gynrise 10 unsel Check regu\ﬂhcma
T“;a#!'f,_'rff.’f:. i Oct G-\ 0 cunrise 10 cunsetl Point gystem
CC'C"T | Oct :‘rj MNo :]f'j unrl g 1 un a1 "IL_‘.I 30
g AILS (Sord g Virgnia Sept 1 - Nov. 4 nrise 10 unsel 25 25
sNIPE Y ilson Jack Sept. ! Nov. 4 sunrisé 1© sunset 8 16
‘NOQDCOMK. Sept 272 - TNO¥ i g a.m. - 4-30 pm 5 10
iy F.RCCOON
Zone | N of U S, 20 Qct. 13 - Feb 15 None MNone None
Zone 7 _remainds tate Oct 27 - Feb 15 None None None
QUAIL Oct 27 - Jar 31 g g.m A:30 pm B 16
GROU SE (ruffed! Oct. 2V Nov. 29 8 a.m A-30 p.M 2 A
PHEA SANT Nov. 19 jan O g g.m A-30 pm 3 2
pARTR 1DGE !r-Jl.un--_;q,rmr*.' NoV 10 - Jan O g am A-30 p.M 4 8
3 “‘-*«-"?{'"I’L "_"JtUE ne 12 nov. 30 None None€ Non€
+ = FOX (hufit {ing
(red m‘uﬁ groy Sept 1 - Fel 15 rloné None Nonée
CQYC}TE Continuous ope! rNoné None Noné
ceqson
* Hunters P! wes5inNg both <hotgun and bow deer licenses may take nly oNe deer
« *These .a-:,,_-_.-...r-_. pen a1 & a.m. on- pening day and will clos€ at mi inight on closing doy
1973 TRAPP\HG SEASONS
MINK MUSK RAT 6 a.m November 10 to mi dnight Decembel A% 1973
FOX (Red and Gray! 5 a.m October 27 to midn ~ight january 31, 1974
BEAVER 6 a.m. November 10 to nidnight Apri 15 1974
F‘HCCOON, STRIP D BKUNi F*UTTED SKUNK | (Civet Cat),
OF SSUM BJ\DGEF’. and JEASEL a.m. Oct 27 to mnidnight FeD 15, 1974
OTTER No open Se% 50N COYOT.E Continuouy> open season
g: Water scts are permitte only from 6 o.m. Nov: 10th to midnight Dec. 31
(Does N apply O beaver)
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