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Gentlemen· 
Enclosed you wtll find a news cltp

pmg and glossy photo of the albmo 
pheasant I shot during last fall's hunt
mg season 

I have had numerous phone calls 
and several write-ins m the "Letters 
to the Ed1tor" column in the local 
newspaper smce this appeared in the 
paper and believe an article of this 
type \\;ould be mformative and inter
esting for everyone. 

Some people have said that this is 
a cross breeding with a chtcken. 
Others who arc mformed on the sub
Ject say that this is impossible since 
the genes are not compatible 

- R A , Des Moines 

The photos wh1ch you sent show o 
port1olly olbmo pheasant Alb1msm, or the 
absence of p1gment 1n the feathers, IS not 
too uncomon The pure wh1te pheasant IS 
a ronty The full olbmo 1s easy to spot 1n 
any type of cover, and therefore usually 
falls prey to o hawk, owl or other predo-

Co mmission Minutes 
Authonzed the chairman and 

director to stgn a revised agree
m en t between the State Highway 
CommiSSIOn and Conservation 
CommissiOn for the relocatiOn of 
H1ghway 20 at George Wyth 
State Park. 

The followmg land acquisition 
1tems were approved: Walter's 
Creek watershed, Adams County, 
flowage easem ent, approved two 
final options of 18 and 40 acres; 
approved condemnation awards 
on ten parcels of land in the 
Volga Lake proJeCt. 

Approved the internal operat
mg budget and capital budget for 
the fiscal year 1971-72. 

Approved the following County 
Conservation Board projects: 
Black Hawk County, West Fork 
Rtver Green Belt Addition, ac
quisition 60 acres; Butler County, 
Fremont Township Wildlife Hab
itat Area No. 1, acq uisition 25 
acres; Clayton County, Osbor ne 
Outdoor Education Center Addi-

tors. The partial albino retain much of 
his camouflage and often escapes detec
tion . Occos1onolly, we see melanistic birds. 
These ore the oppos1te of olbmos, hov1ng 
some or oil block feathers. 

S me per ... ons be11eve these birds ore 
crosses w1th domestic chickens but this is 
not genetically poss1ble. Both olb1nism ond 
melon1sm occos1onolly occur in all species 
of on1mols 

Sorry you missed in your "Pleasure 
Boatmg 1971" list of Iowa lakes to 
enjoy, Lake Cornelia in the center of 
Wright County, which Iowa Fish and 
Fishing lists as 285 acres We have 
four concrete boat ramps w1th public 
dock, and I must say it is widely 
used w1th skiers and boaters from all 
parts of the state, also the Lake Cor
nella Improvement Assoctation places 
and mamtams two public fishing 
docks of which we are proud, plus a 
fme campgrounds. 

-G. B ., Clarion 

tion, Acquisition 175 acres; Dtck
inson County, Horseshoe Bend 
Recreation Area, acquisition 85 
acres; Hardm County, Iowa River 
Green Belt Addition, acquiSitiOn 
19 acres; Van Buren County, Ben
tonsport River F ront Park, de
velopment plan. 

Approved a resolution author
izing the Highway Commission 
to close a sectwn of road located 
in White Pine Hollow Park and 
Preserve for repairs. 

The following Fish and Game 
land acquisition options were 
approved: Barnes C1ty Lake, Ma
haska County, 160 acres located 
within the proposed take line of 
the Barnes City Lake ; game habi
tat area, Ringgold County, two 
options (360 and 240 acres) . 

Authorized the director to 
issue, under Section 111.5 Code 
of 1971, an order for the removal 
of an obstr uction from a portwn 
of the Des Moines River in Ma
haska County. 
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IOWA CONSERVATIONIST - 3 

By Glenn Moravek 
Information Spectolist 

Night is coming. The evenmg 
breeze rustles the corn stalks and 
the oak leaves turned red by 
fall's first frost. 

A cottontail rabbit moves slow
ly through a patch of ragweed 
beside a cornfield He works his 
way toward the edge of the 
patch, hoppmg a few feet, then 
freezing. His twitchmg nose, long 
ears and large eyes are alert for 
danger . 

Sensing nothing which alarms 
him, he moves out of the ragweed 
and toward an abandoned apple 
orchard. In the wild, though, dan
ger 1s not always obvious. To
night it comes on silent wings, a 
great horned owl beginning his 
evening hunt. 

The cottontail spots the owl 
just in time - a noiseless flash 
m the evening sky. Dodging 
quickly, the rabbit runs through 
the ragweed and into the rasp
berry thickets where the owl can
not reach him. 

He is lucky tomght. For in the 
world of the cottontail and other 
small game ammals, hfe is a con
stant gamble. From birth until 
death, they are continually 
preyed upon by their environ
ment. Few die of old age. Yearly 
mortality rates for these animals 
are tremendously high. In some 
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areas, up to 90 percent of the cot
tontails present will not hve 
another year. 

The cottontail's high reproduc
tive rate produces a high popula
tion year after year in spite of 
this mortality. The breedmg sea
son for the cottontail begins m 
February Approximately 28 days 
after breeding, female cottontails 
give birth to the season's flrst ht
ters Soon after the young are 
born, the females breed agam. 
The cottontails reproduce nearly 
contmuously all summer 

The young rabbits are born in 
bowl-shaped nests which the fe
males excavate. Three to four 
inches deep, the nests are lmed 
with fur and grass Hay fields, 
row crop fields, roadsides, fence 
rows and forest edges are com
mon nestmg SItes. The young 
rabbits are independent enough 
to leave their nests about two 
weeks after birth 

Under conditions for maximum 
production, a female cottontail 
could raise one litter of young a 
month until the breeding season 
ends m September Many factors 
prevent them from reach1ng 
max1mum production. Poorly 
located nests may be destroyed 
by predators - such as stray 
house cats and skunks. Other 
nests are ruined when farmers 
mow hay. Heavy ram and hail in 
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1solated areas may also hinder 
nestmg success. 

In spite of nestmg losses, the 
cottontail population continues to 
rise dunng the summer. Al
though a fair percentage of the 
nests are unsuccessful, this IS not 
a cntlcal factor when each female 
could potentially produce a new 
litter of young once a month In 
addition, some juvenile females, 
born early in the spnng breed for 
the first time in late summer 
which also adds to the popula
tion 

Generally, there IS adequate 
food and cover for the expanding 
rabbit population m spring and 
summer. The herbaceous plants 
which the cottontails prefer grow 
everywhere. The crop fields and 
patches of annual weeds provide 
escape cover. 

Predators do take cottontails 
then, especially when the rabbits 
are overproducing or nests had 
been p o o rl y s i t u a t e d . These 
losses, for the most part, are com
pensated by the high production. 

Autumn in Iowa is a time of 
clear days and woodlands pamted 
with bnght colors. But, for cot
ton tails fall is the begmning of a 
penlous time. 

Frosts which turn leaves to red 
and gold are kilhng or laymg 
dormant the plants cottontails 
used for cover. The fields of corn 
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and soybeans m which rabbits 
lived are now being picked The 
abundant herbaceou s plants 
which provided much of their 
summer diet are disappearing. 

In short, the range loses its 
ability to support a high popula
tion of small game animals. Biol
ogists say that the carrying 
capacity of the land is decreasing. 
Where formerly many cottontails 
lived, now only a few can survive 
and the population declines. 

The decline of the cottontail 
population in southern Iowa dur
ing the late summer and fall 
months was studied in a research 
project. Cottontails were contin
ually censused on a 180- acre 
farm. The food habits of preda
tors living there were also noted. 

The results of the project were 
as expected. In August, the mor
tality rate of the cottontails was 
one per day. With the lowering of 
the range's carrying capacity, the 
mortality rate slowly increased 
until late m November it was 
nearly three rabbits per day. 
During November, predators took 
more than three times as many 
cottontails as they did in August. 

As fall merges into winter, the 
carrying capacity of the land 
continues to decline. The rabbits 
which lived m the open fields 
during the summer or early fall 
will move into the patches of 
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dense brush or be killed by pred
ators. The snows will come, 
blanketing some of the available 
cover and food. Then the cotton
tail will feed on the twigs and 
bark of sumac, basswood, haw
thorn, raspberry and other shrubs 
found within their range. 

Winter mortahty among the 
cottontails will be dependent 
upon the density of the popula
tion. If the population is above 
the land's carrying capacity, fa
talities will occur among the 
rabbits. When the cottontails are 
trimmed down to a level where 
the survivors are well protected 
by the range, .then losses will be 
lowered. This level where the 
cottontails can be supported by 
their range was called "the thres
hold of security" by the late Paul 
L. Errington, former Iowa State 
University professor. 

When the number of rabbits on 
the range exceeds the threshold 
of security, many of them will be 
eliminated by some natural pro
cess - predation, disease or star
vation. As the population again 
reaches the threshold of security, 
losses will slow. Living on the 
best part of the range, the sur
vivors will be relatively secure. 

In addition to natural mortal
ity, hunters also take many of the 
rabbits which exist above the 
carrying capacity of the land. In 

IOWA CONSERVATIONIST 5 

the past, hunters m Iowa each 
season have shot almost two mil
bon rabbits. This kill has had 
httle or no effect on the cotton
tail population. 

By huntmg rabbits early in the 
season hunters would harvest the 
surplus (over the winter carrying 
capacity) before natural mortal
Ity takes 1ts inevitable toll. The 
cottontail season is half over be
fore most nimrods begin hunting. 
Early, the cover is thicker, but 
hunters find high populations. In 
September and October hunting 
with dogs has proven very suc
cessful. 

Even with hunting, natural 
mortality will claim its toll of 
cottontails as the winter progres
ses. OccasiOnally, a mink will 
take a rabbit weakened by the 
harsh weather. A fox may kill a 
rabbit wh1ch won't have ade
quate cover. The weak and those 
living in poor cover will be elim
inated. 

In this still and frozen world, 
there will be one reassuring fact. 
Shortly, warmer weather will 
again be coming to the cornfields 
and brushy draws of Iowa. 
Strmgs of Canada geese will 
wing toward the north. With the 
signs of spring, the cottontails 
will breed and once again begin 
the yearly cycle of boom and 
bust. 1;( 
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Dr. Eugc ne D. Klonglan 
Wildlife Research Supervtsor 

The rmgneck pheasant IS Iowa's 
No 1 game bird and a valuable 
recreational and economic asset 
to the state Because of Its impor
tant mche m Iowa's wildlife 
scene, the pheasant receives con
siderable attention in the State 
Conservation CommiSSion's game 
management and research pro
grams. These efforts aimed at 
learnmg the facts through re
search about the rmgneck's hfe 
history and what he needs to sur
vive, and then applymg this 
knowledge through management 
practices, have been earned out 
man mtensive manner for nearly 
40 years Less systematic observa
tions have, of course, been made 
since pheasants were first intro
duced into the state just after the 
turn of the century. 

Early Research Efforts 
The first really senous attempts 

to learn just what makes a pheas
ant tick m the Hawkeye State be
gan m 1933. This was a segment 
of a new cooperative research 
program between the then Iowa 
State College and Iowa Fish and 

pheasant 
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Game Commission which was es
tablished through the Imagma
twn and fmancial backmg of J. 
N "Dmg" Darhng. Th1s first 
proJect was a study of the nestmg 
habits of the pheasant m north
west Iowa When "Dmg's" Idea 
for Implementmg such a program 
at Iowa State was expanded m 
1935 mto a nationwide system of 
"Cooperative Wildlife Research 
Umts" at key colleges and um
versitles, the nngneck pheasant 
received top level pnority at the 
new Iowa Umt - and has con
tmued to merit such attention to 
the present time 

The nestmg habits study men
honed above was done m the 
Ruthven area because a field sta
tiOn, concerned pnmanly with 
waterfowl research, had already 
been set up there. With good 
prospects for contmued long term 
research, a more suitable study 
location was desired. Thus an 
area of several sections in Winne
bago County in north central 
Iowa was selected, and much of 
the major knowledge of Iowa 
pheasants originated from studies 
earned out there from the mid-
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Photos by Jerry Leonard 

30's through the early 60's Some 
of the maJor mvestlgatlons have 
mvolved winter food and cover 
as related to pheasant survival, 
reproductive cycle, development 
of experimental habitat manage
ment areas, winter movements 
and behavwr, censusmg tech
mques, use of flushmg bars m 
hayfields, behavior of nestmg 
hens, diseases, and effects of 
changmg environment on pheas
ant population levels. An addi
tional study on wmter behaviOr 
and sprmg dispersal was con
ducted on and around two maJor 
state game management areas in 
Emmet county. 

Once the basic life history pat
terns of the pheasant had been 
descnbed, research efforts ha\'e 
followed diverse directions-pri
marily aimed at answering some 
important questions beanng on 
the whys and wherefores of 
rmgneck distnbution and denstt) 
vanations within the state 
Another long-term research area 
was established in the mid-50's
this one in Union and Adair 
counties in southwest Iowa. 
Pheasant populations there had 

sho 
the 
fror 
sou! 
Im· 
tran 
info 
llnp 



l 

rd 

ome 
tave 
)\'€! 

i\'3~ 
net' 
age
.ents 
;ech· 
s !D 

;tlllo 
. of 
) 

:teas· 
add!· 
:i\'!01 

con
najor 
as ·· 

pat· 
befi 
hal 

.... prr 
¢ 

lg 
~ 
.. ns ~ • 
tate 
1 atf 

O·s .... .5 
Adaii 
[o"'' 
e ha 

0' 11110< 

- --
. -

shown a remarkable increase in 
the early-50's, a marked change 
from the low population status of 
southern Iowa until that tim e. 
Investigations into what was 
transpiring here should provide 
information that can be used to 
improve pheasant numbers else-
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where in the southern part of the 
state. 

In a Similar vem, a series of 
studies was conducted through
out the 1960's on an area in cen
tral Iowa near Ames, where 
pheasant densities undergo a 
drastic drop w1thm a few miles 

along a north-south transect. 
Measurements were made here of 
the effects of many environmen
tal factors that could be affectmg 
population levels. With mtensive 
research projects underway m 
the early-60's on three areas in 
widely scattered parts of the 
state (Wmnebago Area in north, 
Ames Area m central, and Union
Adair Area m south) , a unique 
opportunity to study the genetic 
differences in the birds from 
these widely separated locations 
resulted in further adding to our 
bank of pheasant knowledge. 
Since the Iowa pheasant is a con
glomerate mixture of several 
types of pheasants, with the ring
necked variety predominating, 
chances are better than average 
for slightly different strains to 
develop. If one of these should 
prove better adapted than others 
for certain conditions, such as m 
southern Iowa, we want to be 
able to take advantage of that 
fact . 

Current Investigations 

The State Conservation Com
mission presently has two m aJor 
pheasant research proJ ects under-

I 
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way. Essentially these are both 
continuations of the long cham 
of studies trying to uncover bet
ter knowledge of how to Improve 
Iowa's pheasant picture We have 
learned from earher mvestiga
tlons that the fortunes of pheas
ants are mextncably tled to 
farmmg practices The present 
situation m northern Iowa, where 
pheasant populations have been 
gradually declining m face of 
ever more In tens I v e farmmg 
methods, is today's best evidence 
of this Wmter cover was first 
shown to be the major bottleneck, 
but m recent years the lack of 
secure nestmg cover has loomed 
just as great in Importance The 
bird has to be produced before 
you need to worry about getting 
him through the winter 

A research study now bemg 
carried out in Hancock County 
wlll evaluate different methods 
of trymg to provide additional 
safe nestmg cover withm the 
necessary scheme of farm in g 
operations This latter point IS 

very important. Our pheasant 

Number 
Counties 

IOWA'S PHEASANT SEASONS 
Bag Possession 

Y ear 

1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 

1943 
(Spnng) 

1943 
(Fall) 
1944 

1945 

1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 

Open 

13 
18 
17 

closed 
24 
33 
24 
20 
25 
27 
33 

closed 
closed 

42 
40 
46 
53 
39 

11 

38 

37 

36 

59 
63 
67 
79 

83 

92 

92 

92 

92* 

92* 

92* 

92* 

92 

92 

92 
92 
92'-' 

.1. • 
t 
t . 
T 

t 
.1. 

' 
t 

ea son Limit Limit 

3 half days in October 
3 half days 
5 half days 

3 half days 
5 half days 
2 half days 
3 half days 
6 days some counties, 4 days some counties 
3 days, 12 noon to 5 p m (Nov 24, 27, 28) 
7 days, 12 noon to 5 p m (Nov 20-26) 

3 half days 
3 half days 
7 days (Nov. 12-18) 
7 half days, 12 noon to 5 p m (Nov 12-18) 
21 days, 12 noon to 5 p m (Nov 12-Dec 2) 
(short zone open in 20 counties 7 days) 

3 cocks 
3 cocks 
3 cocks 

3 cocks 
3 any sex 
3 any sex 

2 cocks 1 hen 
3 cocks 
3 cocks 

2 cocks 1 hen 

3 cocks 
3 cocks 
3 cocks 
3 cocks 
3 cocks 

6 cocks 
6 cocks 
6 cocks 
6 cocks 
6 cocks 

8 days, 9 a m to 5 p m. (March 12-22) 5 birds 10 birds 
(2 hens allowed) 

37 days, 9 a.m. to 5 p .m . (Oct 28-Dec 3) 
(short zone open in 27 counties 11 days) 

6 birds 18 birds 
( 1 hen allowed) 

42 days, 9 a.m. to 5 p m. (Oct. 28-Dec 8) 
(short zone open in 27 counties 10 days) 

6 cocks 18 cocks 

34 days, 9 am to 5 p m . (Oct 28-Nov. 30) 
(short zone open in 30 counties 10 days) 
21 days, 10 am to 4 p m . (Oct 28-Nov. 17) 
10 days, 12 noon to 4 p m (Nov ll-20) 
20 days, 12 noon to 4 p m (Nov ll-30) 

4 cocks 

3 cocks 
2 cocks 
2 cocks 

25 days, 12 noon to 4 .30 p m (Nov 11-Dec 5) 2 cocks 
(short zone open in 10 counties 7 days) 
25 days, 12 noon to 4 30 p m (Nov. 11-Dec 5) 3 cocks 
(short zone open in 10 counties 10 days) 
25 days, 12 noon to 4 30 p m (Nov. 11-Dec 5) 3 cocks 
(short zone open in 27 counties 12 days) 
18 days, 12 noon to 4 30 p m (Nov 18-Dec 5) 3 cocks 
(short zone open m 27 counties 12 days) 
25 days, 12 noon to 4 30 p m (Nov 11-Dec 5) 3 cocks 
(short zone open in 23 counties 12 days) 
75 days, 12 noon to 4 30 p m (Nov. 11-Dec. 5) 3 cocks 
(short zone open m 22 counties 12 days) 
24 days, 12 noon to 4 30 p m (Nov 12-Dec 5) 3 cocks 
(short zone open in 22 counties 11 days) 
24 days, 12 noon to 4 30 p m (Nov. 10-Dec 3) 3 cocks 
(short zone open in 22 counties 13 days) 
24 days, 12 noon to 4 30 p m (Nov 9-Dec. 2) 3 cocks 
(short zone open in 22 counties 13 days) 
24 days, 10 a.m. to 4 30 p.m (Nov. 8-Dec. 1) 3 cocks 
(short zone open in 22 counties 16 days) 
24 days, 9 a m to 4 30 p m (Nov 14-Dec. 7) 3 cocks 
(short zone open in 22 counties 16 days) 
24 days, 9 am to 4 30 p m (Nov. 5-28) 
(short zone discontinued) 

3 cocks 

35 days, 9 am to 4 30 p .m (Nov 11-Dec 15) 3 cocks 
35 days, 9 am to 4 30 p m (Nov 10-Dec 14) 3 cocks 
54 days, 8:30am. to 5 p m . (Nov. 9-Jan. 1) 3 cocks 
58 days, 8 30 am to 5 p m (Nov. 7-Jan 3) 3 cocks 
51 days, 8:30 am. to 4 p m. (Nov. 13-Jan 2) 2 cocks 
52 days, 8 a.m to 4 30 p m. (Nov. 12-Jan 2) 3 cocks 
52 days, 8 a m to 4 30 p m (Nov 11-Jan 1) 3 cocks 
52 days, 8 am to 4 .30 p m. (Nov. 9-Dec. 31) 3 cocks 
53 days, 8 a m to 4 30 p m (Nov 8-Dec. 31) 3 cocks 
51 days, 8 a.m to 4 30 p m (Nov. 14-Jan 3) 3 cocks 

8 cocks 

6 cocks 
2 cocks 
4 cocks 
4 cocks 

3 cocks 

3 cocks 

3 cocks 

3 cocks 

3 cocks 

3 cocks 

3 cocks 

3 cocks 

6 cocks 

6 cocks 

6 cocks 

6 cocks 
6 cccks 
9 cocks 
9 cocks 
6 cocks 
6 cocks 
6 cocks 
6 cocks 
6 cocks 
6 cocks 

* Huntmg not allowed m Davis, Des Moines, Ht nry, Jefferson, Lee, Van Buren 
and Wapello Counties 

t Hunting was allowed m all but portions of southeastern Iowa. highways were 
being used as boundanes 
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cocks 
cocks 
cocks 
cocks 
cocks 

0 b1r.:S 

a biros 

3 cocks 

i cocks 
! cockS 
1 cocks 
l cocks 

Jcocks 

9 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 

ere 
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management e ff o r t s m u s t be 
compatible with the economic 
realities faced by today's farm
ers. Otherwise farmers will have 
have little choice but to reject 
them, for not many can afford the 
luxury of placing good land aside 
solely for wildlife purposes. 

The second major study evolved 
from the increased emphasis 
on southern Iowa beginning in 
the mid-50's, and resulting pri
marily from the interest gener
ated by the rapid expansion of 
pheasant pop u 1 at ions in the 
southwestern area centering 
around Adair County. The strik
ing success of ringnecks in this 
part of the state raised hopes that 
such could be duplicated in other 
parts of southern Iowa. Though 
positive proof is still lacking that 
the southwestern pheasants are 
better adapted to southern Iowa 
conditions, it just made good 
sense to use these birds as the 
foundation stock for range expan
sion experiments rather than 
birds from northern Iowa (the 
genetic study mentioned earlier 

, • . . • • • • . . • •• · , ' . . • ' •·••· • • . ••··· ...• ,-:. • .. '··~ . -. ,., ....... •. - .• ... · ...... •• ••··· • . _.. . . ... •.V~.-:1--;: .. ~ 

did show measurable differences 
in birds from northern, central 
and southern Iowa, but It remains 
to be proved whether these dif
ferences have any significance in 
ability to survive in the wild). 
Controlled releases of pheasants 
reared from wild parent stock 
(and thus only one generation 
from the wild) have been made 
on an experimental basis at sev
eral locations in southeast Iowa. 
The success of this experiment, as 
evidenced by good survival and 
reproduction, has been sufficient
ly encouraging to allow hunting 
in those portions of the region 
where birds were first hberated. 

Meanwhile other areas remain 
to be stocked, and more needs to 
be known about the whole pro
cess of stocking. In spite of the 
encouraging results to date, losses 
of the pen-reared birds are great
er than we like to see. Thus a 
special study has been set up in 
conjunction with the Coperative 
Wildlife Research Unit at Iowa 
State University to determine the 
stress conditions that may be 

9 

causing this early mortality after 
release. One phase mvolves fol
lowing the birds very closely in 
the field to see what happens to 
them. A second phase involves 
measuring several physiological 
aspects that may reveal stress, 
i.e., getting right inside the bird 
itself to see what may be going 
on. 

Another current study of par
ticular interest to sportsmen and 
farmers is an evaluation of the 
impact of small watershed de
velopment (P.L.566) on wildlife 
populations, with pheasants as a 
major indicator species. This is 
being conducted on the Twelve 
Mile Creek Watershed in Union 
County by the I.S.U. Wildlife Re
search Unit. The current phase 
involves measuring the pre-de
velopment wildlife populations, 
land use practices, and habitat 
conditions withm the area slated 
for future watershed manage
ment work. After the watershed 

Pheasant Research 
(Contmued on Page 12) 

• 
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CANADA GOOSE MANAGEMENT 

B; R1cbard A. BJSbop 
Waterfowl Research Btologtst 

The Eastern Prairie PopulatiOn 
of Canada geese commonly called 
the EPP or the Swan Lake Flock 
IS a population of geese that nest 
m northern Mamtoba and wmter 
at Swan Lake, Missoun These 
birds nest along the western 
shore of Hudson Bay from the 
Severn River m Ontano north
ward into the Northwest Terri
tones and mland for distances of 
over 100 miles. They begm their 
south bound mtgra tion from the 
Hudson Bay area in early Sep
tember but the mam fhght does 
not leave n o rthern Manitoba 
until the last part of September. 
They wmg thetr way southward 
across southern Mamtoba, Mm
nesota, Iowa and reach their final 
destmat10n at Swan Lake Refuge 
in Missouri. 

Swan Lake National Wildhfe 
Refuge was established in 1937 m 
north-central Missouri. The area 
is approximately 11,000 acres. 
Peak population of wmtering 
Canada geese mcreased from a 
few hundred in 1941 up to about 
137,000 in 1966 and 1968 but then 
declined to 105,000 in 1969 due 
to poor production and high gun
ning mortality. 

The flock steadily increased up 
until 1966 due to fa1rly low har
vest rates m Manitoba, Minnesota 
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and Iowa and good management 
of the wintering population m 
Missouri. The Missouri Depart
ment of Conservation maintained 
a moderate annual harvest of this 
flock which allowed for a gradual 
increase in the population. They 
can claim the lion's share of the 
credit for building the flock to its 
present day status. In 1966 this 
population of Canada geese prob
ably reached an all time high. 

Increased goose populations, 
changes in migration habits and 
the curtailment of duck seasons 
resulted in a shift of waterfowl 
hunting activity from ducks to 
geese. This trend followed true 
for Mamtoba, Mmnesota and 
Iowa during the 60's. The end ef
fect was higher gunning mortal
ity north of Missouri. The EPP 
finally reached Its maximum har
vest in the late sixties and in 1969 
the wintering population dropped 
to 105,000 birds. It was evident 
that the hunter demand for these 
majestic birds was now above 
what the resource could provide. 

Why the S horter Season ? 

Large refuges built m Mani
toba, Minnesota and Iowa are be
ginning to influence the goose 
migration and pattern and kill. 
The big picture of Canada goose 
management has changed. The 
kill has reached the maxunum 
level for a stable population yet 
areas developed in Minnesota and 
Iowa promise to increase the kill 
in the future. In 1969 it was ob
VIOUS that very restrictive sea
sons would be forthcoming and 
would be a way of life for as long 
as goose hunting was allowed if 
the population was not increased. 
It was decided that the best pro
gram was to increase the winter
ing flock to 200,000 birds which 
would event u a 11 y produce a 
larger number of young each 
year and allow Iowa, Minnesota, 
and Manitoba to increase their 
kill over the 1966-1968 level with
out reducing Missouri's quota. In 
short, this would provide a larger 
hunter harvest of birds from the 
EPP flock. 

Biologists who had worked pre
viously on the nesting grounds 
suggested that nesting habitat 
was available for many more 
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birds and that the main limiting 
factor on this population was gun 
mortality. Reduction of kill by 
restricting huntmg seasons was 
the only workable solution to 
achieve a higher population. It 
was decided to cut back the kill 
in all three states to accommo
date this increase. In 1969 a cur
tailment of the season in Iowa, 
Minnesota and Missouri was in
itiated. Poor production, a de
layed migration and a good goose 
season resulted in a declme in the 
population despite our efforts. 
More stringent regulations were 
needed to gain the desired incre
ment. The 1970 season was more 
restrictive with Iowa and Min
nesota takmg an October 3 open
ing and one Canada goose in the 
bag to run concurrent with the 
duck season Missoun's quota was 
reduced from 20,000 m 1969 to 
15,000 in 1970. 

S ligh t Increase in 1970? 

The wintering flock recovered 
somewhat m 1970 to approxi
mately 120,000 birds. This brings 
us to the 1971 situation. 

The Restrictive season in 1970 
gave us a small increase but it 
was quite apparent that if we are 
to reach our goal of 200,000 geese, 
more restrictions would have to 
be imposed The 1971, 1972, and 
1973 seasons would have to be 
severely re s tricted. The only 
other alternative was to abandon 
our plans for an mcreased popu
lation and harvest the birds at 
the present rate until hunter de
mand and harvest reached the 
point that only limited hunting 
of this flock could be allowed in 
each of the three states. The 
eventuality would be a season of 
maybe nine or 16 days and or a 
system that would allow each 
waterfowl hunter one or two 
Canada goose tags for the year. 
This type of regulations would be 
present for as long as Canada 
goose hunting was possible. 

All biologists involved are avid 
waterfowl hunters and we de
cided that for us not to manage 
for an increased flock and a larg
er harvestable surplus was not in 
the best interest of the sportsmen 
or the resource .. So here we are! 

The 1971 regulations proposals 

were discussed at great length. 
The most liberal regulations that 
would still provide for a small in
crease were selected. Minnesota 
was given a nine day Canada 
goose season with one bird daily 
limit and Iowa was granted a 23 
day season opening on October 
9 and running through October 
31 with a one bird limit. Mis
souri's quota was reduced an ad
ditional 1,000 birds to 14,000. 
These regulations are expected to 
give us a modest increase in the 
post wintering population at 
Swan Lake. 

P resen t and Future Needs 

Regulations are not the only 
aspect of concern for this flock of 
geese There are many questions 
that need to be answered to en
sure the proper management of 
this resource. More data is needed 
on mortality rates and kill for 
each state. We must pinpoint the 
production areas in the north and 
be able to properly assess produc
tion each year before seasons are 
set. Many other bits of informa
tion are needed to complete all 
parts of the EPP puzzle. 

Presently a research project is 
being conducted on the nesting 
grounds by Iowa, Minnesota, Mis
souri and Manitoba. Data from 
this project should yield knowl
edge on migration routes, mor
tality rates, production areas and 
methods of predicting yearly fall 
flights. During the past few years 
researchers have been working 
on the Hudson Bay coast trying 
to find answers to some of these 
difficult questions. 

Mississippi Flyway states and 
the Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and Wildlife are working on a 
program that will provide the 
most accurate information on 
harvest m each state. Manage
ment and regulation of the kill 
must be quite exact or we will 
end up in a situation that is both 
detrimental to the goose popula
tion and to the hunters recrea
tion. 

The Eastern Prairie Flock has 
been valued at several million 
dollars annually. People spend 
large sums of money in each state 
to hunt this trophy of the sky and 
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Pheasant Research 
(Contmued from Page 9) 

development IS completed, a fol
low-up study will repeat the 
same type of measurements to 
evaluate the effects of the work 
done 

Pheasants are also involved to 
greater or lesser degree in several 
other projects around the state -
some tending toward somewhat 
academic type of research, others 
more toward apphed manage
ment studies. Any of these in
vestigations, or any of those men
honed earlier, can be a separate 
story in itself Some will be so 
treated m future Issues of the 
ConservatiOnist 

A Final Thought 

The many research studies car
ried out on pheasants often give 
nse to more questiOns than they 
answer. This is as 1t should be 
Research on wildlife species is no 
different in principle than that 
conducted in the fields of nuclear 
science, space technology, or any 
of the other physical or biological 
sciences If we reach the pomt 
where we thmk we know all the 
answers, we are fooling ourselves 
and shortchanging t h e f u t u r e 
prospects of pheasants m the 
modern environment It IS as Im
portant, If not more so, for the 
layman - be he farmer, hunter, 
bird-watcher, politician, or JUSt 
someone mterested m nature -
to recognize this as for the pro
fessiOnal wildhfe manager to do 
so. Preconceived opmwns based 
on msuffiCient factual evidence, 
or none at all, can lead to sig
nificant errors in deciding what 
course of action to follow. 

Thus it 1s Important to mam
tain an active research program 
to provide the basic facts we need 
to properly manage the state's 
pheasant population. Even more 
Important, however, IS to be able 
to make use of the knowledge we 
already have in conducting our 
pheasant management program 
This aspect w1ll be covered more 
thoroughly m the next Issue of 
the Conservationist. 

IOWA CONlUU,tteN ceMIIIIU ... 
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Hunting and Trapping Lows 
Synopsis 

Pictured is the front cover of 
the 1971 Iowa Huntmg and Trap
ping Laws Synopsis The art 
work was provided by Jim Bald
win, Fish and Game Conservation 
from Spencer 

These booklets which contain 
huntmg- trappmg seasons and 
laws, are available free from li
cense depositones throughout the 
state or wnte to the Iowa 
Conserva t10n Commission, 300 
Fourth Street, Des Moines, Iowa 
50319 ~ 

NOTE 1971 SHOOTING HOURS FOR DUCKS AND 
GEES E IS 112 HOUR BEFORE SUNRISE TO SUNSET 

Canada Goose Management 
(Contmued from Page 11) 

to Just observe the wild goose. 
For a resource of this value, how 
can we afford not to be actively 
mvolved in a good research and 
management program In order 
for us to do this we need the sup
port of the sportsmen of Iowa 
The success of the entire goose 
project both present and future 
depends on cooperation. Th1s IS a 
dual venture one group work
ing without the other will fail 

The Conservation Commission 
is askmg that sportsmen voice 
their support for this endeavor 
and bear with the current regula
tions In a time when many forces 
are working against wildlife and 
the hunter, it is very Important 
that we JOm forces and not pull 
m opposite d1rect10ns. The old 
saymg "United We Stand, DI
vided We Fall" has practical ap
phca bon !;:{ 

IOWA CONSERVATION COMM ISSION 
SUNRISE AND SUNSEl SCHEDULE 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 
SIOUX CITY OMAHA MASON CITY OES MOINES WATERLOO CEDAR RAPIDS DIAIUOUE BURLINGTON 
SA ss ~~~ ss SA !:1. SR ss SA ss SR ss SA ss SR ss 

OCT 2 723 708 7 21 700 711 ISJ 711 6 55 7117 6SO 700 ,., 7 01 643 702 6."-5 
3 7 24 700 722 703 7 13 • 52 713 6SJ 109 ... 705 ,"-5 702 ... 703 60A • 725 702 723 7 01 7 14 ISO 7 ,. 6 52 7 10 606 108 lOA 103 6.00 100 6 42 
5 721 7 01 7 24 669 7 15 , .. 7 15 6SO 7 11 6 45 708 • 42 700 638 705 600 • 118 659 725 668 7 16 6 46 7 18 648 712 64J 709 600 705 636 706 6,39 
7 721 651 726 656 717 6 45 717 647 1 13 601 7 10 839 706 635 1 07 6;37 • 730 656 721 6!;4 718 IOJ 711 6 45 710 600 711 137 7 07 133 708 636 • 7 31 6!;4 728~ ...L.l!_ ••• 1 19 ..-UL _L15_ § 38 z ]2 

·~ 
7.08 • 31 ZP'l §;!! to 1» ~ 129 e s1 7 21 6l!l 7 21 loU 716 636 1 13 IJol ' 10 630 1 10 &.32 

11 733 6 51 7 31 650 722 138 1 22 600 7 18 635 714 632 711 1211 711 0 31 
12 736 6 49 732 648 7:23 636 1 23 639 1 19 633 7 15 630 7 12 8 ·26 712 6.29 
13 736 60 733 6 48 7 •24 8Jol 1 24 137 720 6 31 7 16 829 7 13 6,25 1 13 6;28 
14 737 606 7Jol 6 45 725 833 725 635 1 21 630 1 18 621 710 123 7 14 628 
15 ,. lOA 735 &OJ 121 8 31 721> 6Jol 112 628 719 628 7•15 6 21 7 15 6.25 
11 739 6 42 736 6 42 728 119 121 132 771 626 720 ll• 71& 620 7 16 U2 11 1 iO iii TlT&ol! 129 6 28---, 21 6 31 72S 625 1 21 122 '" Ctl 711 6.22 
18 7 42 639 738 639 730 828 730 829 726 6 23 122 6 21 719 617 719 620 
19 7 43 638 739 6 ·37 1 31 625 7 31 628 7 27 622 723 8 19 720 6 15 720 6 19 
20 70A 636 7 41 638 733 6 23 1 32 626 718 620 725 618 7 ·21 6 13 7 21 617 
21 145 635 7 42 6Jol 7Jol I 21 733 625 721 6 19 726 6 18 722 e 12 722 616 
22 744i 633 74J 833 735 120 7Jol 623 7 31 6 17 721 6 15 1 24 I 10 723 &.14 
23 747 132 70A 6 J1 736 § 11 735 622 732 6 1§ 1~ IU 725 109 1 , Z~ liU 2i 7 i§ 6,30 '15 6JO 738 611 736 620 lJl 610 729 612 721 itu 725 &.12 
25 750 629 1 •• 829 739 8 15 738 6 19 134 6 13 7 ·30 6 11 121 606 726 6 10 
25 1 51 6 ·21 748 6 21 140 614 739 6 18 735 611 732 609 728 605 7 ·28 6·09 
21 752 626 749 626 7 41 • 12 700 616 131 6 10 733 608 730 603 729 6 07 
28 11;0 625 7S0 e 2• 1Q 111 1 41 6 15 738 608 7Jol 108 1 31 602 730 606 
21 755 123 1 51 623 70A ' 10 1 42 6 14 739 6117 735 106 732 100 7 31 605 
30 7158 622 1 52 622 1 45 108 744 6 12 740 608 737 100 733 559 732 104 

CENTRAL STANDARD TIME 

OCT 31 6 67 5 21 &SJ 5 21 6 47 • 07 80A • 11 6 42 500 638 5 02 635 558 633 502 

NOV 1 6 59 519 6 55 5 19 648 506 6 •• 5 10 6 43 5 03 639 5 01 631 456 135 5 01 
2 700 5 18 656 5 18 6 49 500 641 506 60A 502 600 500 637 455 638 500 
3 1 01 517 6 57 517 650 6 03 6 48 5 07 6 45 500 641 • 69 638 454 G 37 • 59 
4 7 02 5 15 658 516 6 52 6 02 6SO 506 641 • 59 64J 4 57 600 453 638 458 
5 700 514 6 59 5 15 6SJ 500 6 51 505' 6 .. 456 60A 464 6 41 452 639 456 
a 1~ ~ 1} z !!1 5 I~ 6!;4 • ~2 I ~2 ~04 tl ., 

·~ §"-5 4 ~ 6 42 4 SO §12 4~ 
1 706 5 12 1 02 5 12 656 •se 6W 5 03 l!loO 45b 646 454 64J 449 6 42 454 

• 7 07 511 1 03 511 651 • 51 6!;4 5 02 6 52 455 648 4 53 6"-5 ... 643 4SJ 
9 109 5 10 704 5 10 659 456 656 600 GSJ • 53 6 49 • 52 606 4 47 60A • 52 

10 7 10 509 705 509 6 59 • 55 6 57 • 59 6!;4 4 52 650 • 51 641 446 6 45 • 51 
11 711 506 7 07 506 1 01 4!;4 658 456 656 • 51 6 51 •so 6 .. 445 606 •so 
12 7 12 5 07 708 5 07 702 4SJ 6 St 451 651 •so 6SJ .. , 6.SO 40A 8 .. • 49 
I~ 7 ,. 5!!§ Z09 Hit 7 0} 4 ~2 7 01 451 651 449 654 ... 6 51 4Q 6 49 448 
14 7 1!. 505 7 10 5 05 705 • 51 02 456 6 59 ... 655 • 47 652 • 42 l!loO 4 47 
15 7 16 500 711 5 05 106 •so 703 • 55 1 01 441 656 • •• 6SJ ... 6 51 4 47 
16 1 11 5 03 7•13 500 1 07 • 49 100 454 1 02 • 47 651 • 45 6 55 • 40 6 52 406 
11 1 19 5 02 714 5 03 106 ... 705 4SJ 7 03 • 46 659 40A 656 .,39 6SJ 445 
18 720 5 01 7 15 5 02 1 10 • 47 107 4 52 100 445 100 4 Q 651 438 655 40A 
19 1 21 500 716 5 01 711 44G 708 452 105 444 1 01 • 43 658 431 656 40A 
20 7.22 500 717 5 01 1 12 • 45 709 • 51 7 07 44J 1 02 • 42 100 4 37 151 443 
21 723 459 1 19 500 7 13 4 45 1 10 •so 708 .a 700 ••• 7 01 06 61S8 • 12 
22 726 459 720 • 59 7 15 • • • 711 • 49 709 4 42 705 ... 102 436 669 • 42 
23 726 468 7 21 • 59 716 443 7 13 449 7 10 441 706 440 1 03 435 700 441 
24 7 27 451 722 468 7 17 4Q 714 ... 712 441 1 01 439 700 4Jol 102 400 
25 72t 451 723 •sa 7 18 • 42 7 15 448 713 400 108 4 39 705 4Jol 703 400 
26 729 455 7 24 • 57 1 19 4 42 1 16 • 47 7 ,. 400 709 4 38 101 433 700 439 
21 730 456 725 • 57 7 . 21 ... 111 • 47 1 1~ 439 7 10 4 36 108 433 706 439 
28 7!12 455 726 ·~ 722 4 41 1 18 • 46 7 16 •39 712 • J1 709 4 .32 706 4 ,39 
29 733 4 55 726 456 723 4 40 7 10 • 46 111 438 7. 13 • 37 1 10 4 32 7 07 . ,36 
30 7Jol 4!;4 729 456 7 24 400 720 • 46 7 18 438 7 14 • 37 711 4 o32 706 433 

DEC 1 735 4!;4 730 • 55 725 439 1 21 4"-5 7 19 438 1 15 436 1 12 4 •31 709 4 38 
2 731 454 7 31 455 1 26 439 1 22 4 45 7 21 437 716 436 1 13 • 31 1 10 437 
3 7 •37 4 SJ 732 456 721 439 723 445 722 4 ·37 111 436 714 • 31 7 11 437 

• ' '38 4 .53 733 4 65 118 439 7 24 • 45 7 23 4 ,37 7 18 • 36 7. 15 430 712 437 
6 7:39 463 7 34 454 7·29 4 .38 ' 25 au 1 24 4 ;j) ) 19 4.35 7 16 4,JC) 

' 13 
4 37 

6 1 40 453 735 4!;4 730 438 726 40A 7 25 436 720 • ·35 111 430 714 437 
7 741 453 736 4!;4 7 31 436 7 27 40A 726 • ·36 7 21 •35 711 4 30 1 15 4 37 

' 1 42 4 SJ 737 4!;4 1 32 438 72t 40A 726 436 122 435 1 19 4 30 7 16 4 37 
9 7Q 4SJ 737 4!;4 733 438 729 444 121 436 723 435 720 4 30 1 17 437 

10 7 44 4 53 ' '38 454 , ,Jol 436 1JO 40A 728 436 7 24 435 7 21 430 718 437 
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Ross' goose SlN iolNa 
lNildlile 
station 

By Kenneth Formanek 
Information Spec1alist 

Fall water f ow 1 migrations 
through Iowa of past years have 
found species of geese passing 
through that are somewhat rare 
for this part of the country. 

One of these is the Ross' goose 
(Chen rossi), a bird of primarily 
the western United States. Its 
usual wintering home are the 
valleys of central California. In
terestmgly, in recent years this 
mallard size white goose is ap
pearing in the flyways of western 
and southwestern Iowa. In the 
sixties Commission personnel re
ceived an occasional report of a 
Ross' goose being sigh ted. In Jan
uary, 1967, at Forney Lake during 
a lead poisoning study of linger
ing waterfowl an adult bird was 
collected by Commission biolo
gists. Latest documentation of 
this bird's presence is the Com
mission's mounted juvenile speci
men which was taken by a hunt
er at Forney Lake October, 1970. 

The smallest of our geese, the 
Ross' is a snow white bird with 
black wing tips, reddish bill with
out a black "grinning" patch and 
pinkish feet. The field marks are 
about the same as for the snow 
goose, being about half the bulk 
of the Lesser Snow with which it 
frequently associates. It was not 
until July, 1940 that its nesting 
grounds were finally located in 
the Perry River region fifty miles 
north of the Arctic Circle. As 
each fall migration passes it is 

becoming apparent that a few 
Ross' are joining the massive 
southbound flights of snow geese 
rather than taking their tradi
tional route to the west coast. 

Another foreign goose observed 
during Iowa's 1970 waterfowl sea
son was an American brant 
(Branta bernicla) at the Ingham 
Lake refuge in Emmet county. 
The Amencan brant is a true sea 
goose of the Atlantic coast and 
should not be confused with the 
local name " brant" often g1ven to 
snow and blue geese . 

Th1s particular specimen spent 
several days with the local Can
ada goose population at Ingham 
Lake, affording the opportunity 
for Commission wildlife workers 
to verify the authenticity of the 
bird's presence. 

The American brant IS a small . ' greyish-brown goose with black 
head, neck and foreparts. The 
bird is slightly larger than a mal
lard. A white neck collar is in
complete before and behind. Its 
cousin the Black brant (Branta 
nigricans) of the Pacific coast 
differs m having darker under
parts and an unbroken collar of 
white. Nesting grounds for the 
American brant are as far as 
northern Greenland. Wintering 
areas are usually along the At
lantic coast from Massachusetts 
to North Carolina. 

The appearance of these geese, 
so rare to Iowa marshes, points 
up the importance for accurate 
and sharp-sighted observations. 

(Continued on Page 14) 

The C on s e r vat ion Commis
sion's Southwest Iowa Fish and 
Wildhfe Station was dedicated 
las t July. Governor Robert D. 
Ray officially accepted the sta
tion for the state at the dedica
tion ceremonies. 

The station is located two miles 
so_ut~ of Lewis in Cass County 
withm Cold Springs State Park . 
The park Is managed and main
tained by the Cass County Con
servation Board. 

The station was established to 
provide southwest Iowa with bet
ter professional fish and wildlife 
management programs. It was 
constructed during 1971 and was 
f~nanced by fishmg and hunting 
hcense money. The facility in
cludes a laboratory housing mod
ern equipment consistent with 
scientific research and manage
ment work. In addition the build
ing provides space for offices, 
garage work and storage areas 
and a conference room. The facil
ities also serve as the main office 
for district managers in Fisheries 
Wildlife and Law Enforcement 
Sections of the Commission. * 

--
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keep your eyes open 
(Contmued from Page 13) 

Waterfowlers should carefullv 
~ 

watch the birds they are gunning. 
Note the characteristics of flight 
and speed the bird tra\ els The 
coloration of head, wings and un
derparts should register accurate
lY in the cbserver's mind. 

Considered by many bird 
watchers and hunters as a "bible" 
to waterfO\\'l identification is the 
476 page hard bound book by 
Francis Kortright titled "The 
Ducks. Geese and Swans of North 

Campfire Cookery 
B) Drck Ra1111l') 

The followmg rs for use by 
wives and sweethearts so they 
may better understand the 
strange behav10r patterns ex
hibited by some men this hme of 
year 

Be alert for the first hmt of 
huntmg fever. The signs are very 
hard to detect A simple state
ment like - let's plan to spend 
next weekend with your mother 
- or It's been a while since Your 

v 

sister and her family have been 
here, are but two of the many 
early subtle signs. 

The second stage is more ob
vious A can of gun Oil m a plam 
brown paper sack A check stub 
for an Iowa huntmg hcense and a 
duck stamp Or a phone call to 
the fnend who owns the farm A 
call JUSt to visit about his crops, 
family, taxes, health, happmess 
and let's see what else was it Oh 
yes, the pheasant crop, quail, 
deer, rabbits, ducks, geese, sqUir
rels, coons, fox, coyote, snipe, par
tridge, grouse and the outlook for 
mushrooms next spring. 

The third stage IS as plain as a 
kmt on a gnat. All week the ten
sion mounts The work level falls 
off and gives way to long breaks 
for coffee Hunting information 
guides arc checked and double 

America." Found in book stores 
this volume offers good descnp
tions of each species plus color 
plates of the birds in various 
plumage stages. 

Proper identification requires 
skill which can be achieved 
through plenty of field practice. 
The ability to identify not only in 
the hand but also in the air is the • mark of a devoted ou tdoorsman. 

With a little serious study and 
practice in the field- who knows 
-maybe someday a rare sighting 
may take place nght before 
YOUR eves. 

~ 

checked for shooting hours, open
ing dates, seasons and limits. 

Constant contact is maintained 
with the other guvs in the party. 
Lunch is forgotten in favor of a 
quick stop at the store to buy 
another box of shells to go with 
the six and one half boxes al
ready packed at home 

Any normal conversation about 
the important matters like taxes, 
school. famil) or where to go on a 
date ends up in the area of size of 
shot, best pattern, or which of 
man's best fnend to buy 

The last few hours border on 
complete fantasy. At last peace, 
qUiet and time to prepare the 
treatment 

The treatment IS m two parts
his and hers Start the treatment 
b~ gettmg a new hair-do Plan a 
luncheon date with the other gals 
who have the same problem you 
do Go shoppmg for a new dress, 
buy candy or anythmg you want 
This is the time to buy Enjoy 
yourself Play golf, bowl or take 
m a mov1e. 

(The treatment- part two). 
Safe m the knowledge your 

mmrod will return hred, hungry 
and full of tall tales of missed 
shots of both kmds, prepare a 
little dmner of roast cormsh 
game hen, steamed rice in mush
room sauce, salad, hot biscuits, 
honeybutter and coffee 

Meet h1m at the door with a 
big hug and a kiss The huntmg 
fever is not fatal As a matter of 
fact, more gals than ever before 
have found they can be infected. 
Let's sec what chd I do with that 
box of shells I just bought. 

0 

0 

By Datu! R. Evans 

It would be difficult to pick a 
"favonte" season at Red Ha\\' 
State Park - It's a park for all 
seasons, especially when it comes 
to scenic beauty 

In spnng the red haw and red 
bud trees pam t the area in fas
cmatmg pmks and whites. Wild
flowers and shrubs add their O\l n 
colorful bloom. 

As the heat of summer en
velopes the countryside, Red Haw 
becomes a cool, green oasis. The 
sparkling 83-acre lake sets jewel
like m the middle of the park 

A not of colors burst upon the 
scene in autumn as the air turns 
cnsp and the first frost arrives. 

Even wmter fails to dull the 
luster of Red Haw. Covered by a 
mantel of snow, the 420-acre park 
turns into a wmter wonderland. 

But, Red Haw offers more than 
scemc beauty - the State Con
servation Commtss10n has seen to 
that The angler, camper, bird
watcher, pickmcker, shutter bug. 
swimmer and Jogger all fmd Red 
Haw to their liking 

A modern $83,000 beach facility 
and parkmg lot were completed 

.. 

thiS 
a cor 
steps 
The~ 
area 
can! 

Bo 
area! 
the 
cornr 
show 
Place 
the c 
rnern 

A 
the 
Pro \I' 
Haw 
High 
anou 
lake 
for t 
Area 
grass 
arnpJ 
the~ 

. Nu 
tn tli 
~eek 
tng, 
Pictu 



p1ck 
Ha 

1or 
CO"' 

•r c. 
H4 

s. Tt 
jeW 
trk. 

on •• 
tu; 

ri\' · 
I , 

)b 

e~ 
·lall 
etl 
) c 
. n 

bl! 
r b 
ad R 

this spring. The facility includes 
a concession building and cement 
steps leading down to the beach. 
There is a designated swimming 
area and diving platform. Boats 
can be rented at the concession. 

Both campground and picnic 
areas provide splendid views of 
the lake. The campground, ac
commodates 80 umts. There are 
shower houses, tables and fire
places. A rail fence built near 
the campground entrance, evokes 
memories of early Iowa. 

A rustic shelter house, one of 
the first buildings at the park, 
provides a panoramic view of Red 
Haw and the city lake across 
Highway 34 to the north. There is 
another shelter house near the 
lake and both are very popular 
for family reunions and picnics. 
Areas have been cleared and 
grass kept mowed to provide 
ample space for picnic tables near 
the water. 

Numerous activities take place 
in the park on a typical summer 
weekend. Horseshoes, frisby, hik
ing, games for youngsters and 
picture taking are popular. Other 

-
... 

people enjoy sitting in the shade the lake. Special wildlife plant-
and reading. ings have been made to provide 

There is a variety of trees and food and shelter. 
shrubs including red haw, oak, To anglers, Red Haw Lake 
maple, elm, red bud and pine. means pan fishing - and some 
They not only add to the beauty pretty good fishing at that. Crap-
and natural appearance, but keep pies and bluegills are primary 
the park cool in the hot summer species, but there are some large-
months. Deer, rabbit, mink, rae- mouth bass. The lake is excep-
coon, squirrel, quail and pheas- tionally clear with bays and 
ants are found in or near the points to lure both fish and 
park. There is even a beaver in angler. Only e 1 e c t ric trolling 
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motors are allowed and fishmg is 
a leisurely sport There are docks 
and boat ramps avatlable at dif
ferent locations. 

Although the park is most pop
ular m the spnng and summer, 
It also receives VISitors in the fall 
and winter 

"We had campers here in Feb
ruary when there was 11 mches 
of snow," said Park Officer War
ren Strait, who has been at Red 
Haw for five years. Many ice 

fishermen also brave the winter 
weather. 

Wh1le emphastzmg the year
around attraction of the park, 
Strait confesses to a fondness for 
spring. He sa1d the first two 
weeks in May usually provide the 
park with Its most spectacular 
settmg when the red haw and red 
bud bloom, splashmg the area 
with color 

Located m Lucas County about 
two miles east of Chanton, Red 

Haw State Park draws visitors 
from a rather large area includ
ing Des Moines. In spite of its 
local popularity, overcrowding 
has not become a serious problem 
yet. As funds have been avail
able, the Conser'vation Commis
siOn has attempted to improve 
facihhes and provide necessary 
development and maintenance. 

A Conservation Commission 
biOlogy lab is located at the north 
end of the park near the dam. 

Red Haw State Park 
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