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Jock Eilrsteln Photo.

Virtually a cloud of geese rise from the water at Forneys Lake.

The Opening FEvent of the Warm Weather Months!

Denny Rehder

ISt of us look with a jaundiced eye at anything labeled spectacular
€ntertainment industries have worked the word to a point of
ion usage.
Lt many of us are inclined to think in terms of the spectacular
'\ Weé think of the natural world. The sight of a summer storm
g its thunderheads in the west; a beautiful sunset seen from an
00k at Waubonsie State Park; a deer bounding away, its white
“rect; these are things we may call spectacular
‘S Inonth brings another spectacular to lowa—the spring

The northern migration of geese through the lowa southwest
Well be one of the world's leading wildlife spectacles. Accustomed
© are during the hunting season to think of geese in
OF twenties, in the spring we find an influx of birds numbering
1€ hundreds of thousands.
vVéral thousand Iowans may journey to southwest Iowa every year
‘€ the goose flight. But, when they take the story home, words
Usually inadequate to describe what they saw. Photographs of
s€Ese often fail to illustrate the magnitude of the sight. And the
d—that muted roar of a half-million birds calling and flapping
- Wings—may never be captured.
‘© Beese are predominately blues and snows with white-fronts and
\das accompanying. They begin the flight from their Gulf Coast

raose
= =l

terms of

wintering grounds, hurrying up the Missouri Valley north to their
nesting grounds in Canada and the Arctic.
They are so anxious fo move north, that the weather often slows

lowa, weather conditions
Since there is an abundance of food

their progress. When they reach southwest

to the north are usually adverse.

in this area, the birds stay there waiting for better weather. More
birds keep piling in from the south, until the concentrations reach
major proportions. This is when the word goes out and people start

flocking to see the sight

Where

How do you go about finding the

to Ssee It

geese and observing the flight?

A good starting place is Forneys Lake just northwest of Thurman
There are usually good concentrations of geese there and other observ-
ers can tell you about nearby locations with geese. On a typical day
you might notice large flocks along the roads working last year's
cornfields. Sometimes it looks like an advancing army with the flock
blanketing the width of the field. The birds to the rear are constantly
flying into the front ranks to get first chance at the waste corn. -

The sky will echo the call of the wavy lines of geese flying in from
the south or returning from a venture to the north.

At Forneys yvou can expect to see the cars of hundreds of people out

(Continued on page 24)
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lowa Conservationis

County ( onservation Activities

L. Countv received .'I.|"IFT'1\“'.'11!.

Vol. 21 March, 1983 Mo. 3
o s | for the acquisition by management
wereement with the Highway Com
mission of the following areas
Donnelson Roadside Park, one
were: Montrose Roadside Park, two
v wres: and Roadside Park north
o R of keokuk, one acre
Hardin County received approv
! *‘* al for the acquisition ol land fom
AEEIREh B L.ong Memorial Park, a 15-acre
MEMBERS f:‘-:l--Tr-i{- COMMISSION erift for fishing and picnicking
v - Hardin County also received ap
proval for the acquisition of 70
; weres at $70 per acre, to be knowt
el LS | L Reece Memorial Parl
HARLELER and to be developed for multiple
CIRCULATION THIS ISSUE 53 000 11%¢
Polk County received approva
COMMISSION MINUTES for the acquisition of land fo

Des Moines, February 6

The Commission met with Rep-

resentative Katherine Falvey

img which time the Superintendent
of Engineering reported on the po
sible use of depressed area funds
in the Monroe Countyvy small lake
project A committee of three
staff members was named to for
mulate a working iereement
between the Conservation Com-
mission and County Conservation
Boards
Fish and Game
The 1963 fishing season regula-

Lions were :-LE:J:!'H'.'r s
H \ ]'l'lilc!i::_:'
Hatchery

;L]-Tulna"-,"r-.i

Plans for a new service
at the Mount Avr Fish
Ringgold Countv., were

The Commission authorized the
charging of ' Bays
Branch, Guthrie County
Loouisa C

Authorization was given

ping fees at
and Lake
Odessa

the

for

opening 0f certamn lakes and riv-
ers to promiscuous fishing if the
oxvgen conlent is low., Such open-

would be at the discretion of

INEZS
Ti]-.'
A

IMissS10n

Director.

requesi by the “"._L"H.'.'.i‘.' Com-

to dump fill material on

area in the Smith Refuge, Potta-
wattamie County, was approved
Lands and Waters

The Missouri
r'e| vorted

‘oordinator
with the

concerning

Hiver (
meeting
Engineers
Missouri River Development

A 1(ree planting program on
Lake Cornelia, Wright County was
approved

An option to purchase
of $4%
Waubonsie

county

on A

01

1‘r,i'F|_-¢.

al3 acres
all a cosi an
addition to
Fremont
The
approval
egt Citv-Mason
install a ski
State Park
to present a complete development

the next

Adll'e AasS

State

oIl
Park
was approved
tentative
proposal by the For-
City delegation

run at Pilot

in
Commission gave
|.|.: ol
LD
Knob
The delegation agreed
meet-

plan af Commission

INg.
A staft
appointed

committee of

to make recommenda-

tions concerning small lakes and
Public Law No. 566 projects
The Commission ordered the re-
moval of an obstruction in the
Cedar River near Waterloo by the

responsible

pal v

| -

four was

Park «

as All

Weh-weh-neh-kee
Of .21 acre:

for $1

Worth County received approval

for the acquisition of one-half acre

LD b KNOWn

Park
approv-

510 per yeal lease
Deex
Monona County received

of

Creek Roadside

Ll TOr L R() acres

acquisition

by j_:i]"l to be in:H-:u'.".l] as ‘I"I'*-“]Iit',;;
Woods and provide camping and
picnicking

The following development plans

vere approved Appanoose Coun-
ty, Lelah Bradley Park: Humboldt
Frank A. Gotch Park:
County Square
(ak

County.
Marshall
Park;

i ;!!'l;.',.'r' '!r--.

AN 01

and Sioux County.

idence i .'|L:-||-*'i'.:"|‘_,'
Greneral
The Superintendent of Publis
Relations reported on planning for
out-oif-state
Travel approved
following North American
life Conference, March 4-6,
troit, Michigan; District
and [Unit
borde:

_"'-IJII:". e _‘--'.i'l_lll'\". S

Was the
Wild
I f|l_

Gamsé

1O

Managers Game Mana-
g Aquat-
ic Weed Control Society, February
12-13, Chicago, 1llinois; Mississippi
Flyway Council, April 3-5, Port
Clinton, Ohio: Plains Fish-
eries Ass'n, February 25-26, Dead-
South

ers Lo enter states:

Great

Missouri

}'\"‘F.I-
Mississippi.

Dakota;
Interagency Meeting,
19-20, Vicksburg

'.'_IHHi_
Hiver

ruary

LIFE ON THE BOTTOM
OF A STREAM

David H. Thompson

A Stream conceals a teeming

world of bottom-dwelling animals
that are the food supply for all
stream fish and a source of live

bait for catching them. Raccoons,
muskrats, ducks, shore birds.
and hunt for
snails, crayfish and aqua-
tic insects. imsects, after
passing their young stages on the

stream bottom,

mink
turtles

mussels

frogs here

These

eImerge as swWarms

of flying adults devoured by doz-
ens of Kinds of song birds. These,
too, are the insects that fly fish-

ermen imitate in making their ar-
Lificial

=sireams

hiures
have about

bottom animals.

all
the same kinds ol

0f S1zes
whether a brook small enough to
be
Mississippl

CTICES are

?-i‘.l‘]}]:n:'ll alCl'OS85 0Ol Hlu' ]Hi]l‘u‘-.'\'lrll-
The differ-
found popll-

greatest

when the

the
included in your plans |

" RVATIONIST

PLANS FOR AN OUTDOOR SEASON

Denny

‘“This vear let’ ||'Hr”1'? NN SEeIna an
SOIMTIeon: 4'-.T111 ged this ..;".'! du

the opportunities available for looking and doing around Iowa

of the conversation, sey

course
0r the wal

but 1I'd reallyv like to taks

the parks this spring when the w
nothing can touch that spring goo
[ove than that

I'd just like to take more ti

Iowa

trout fishing In northeast
lakes big bass in the artificial |

all kinds of river fishing

“That's all fine, but I want to pack up the camp gear ani
gome of these newer areas . Fike's Peak has a new camp ®
and T never have taken that trail down to the sand cave with all

:'i|}|:'||;'1i SANnOs Irlnlll! it

and 1

Forest 1s going

different

Lhis veal enjoy Backbone
River

“Speaking
hiking and fishing {
alone

““T've

I '-.1 ..'1'il'.-|'

ride

I'd like

taken a boat

that

nevel

to do and

for almost
to be opern this yeal for the
f Yellow River, I 3

hree thousand acres in

back

Rehder ‘l
our home stale
vesterday alg
Duy
up that might
months.

around to soms

”‘ if'ul.i.r!i,l FRLET s Ihl

ring a discussion

—_

eral ideas came

m-weather
the time 1

L) L!_r'!

ild flowers are in bloom . . . ¥
flight: I'd rather miss New Y§
me for fishing. You KkKnow, &9}

in the natg
in the river

walleve fishing

dlgs

Rose has opened up for camj

. Yal

5y L F T T TE & b,
-’!':\ .'!J";\..."\v.

camper
and
Paint Creek |

vant to camp there do s

that

into the wilds of Lake Odes

to take a boat trip on the Miss

River and hike through some of those sand dunes near the oxbows

“How about a Sundayv drive to one of the prairie areas? Tha!
wavs mteresting

“Driving the Great River Road along the Mississippl River w i
he a real education watching some of the commercial fisher §
work seeing the barges moving up and downstream and thic#
the locks et in on that good fishing over there.” r

Yes there's a vealth of things 1o 5 ind do in Iowa relas M
gatisfving recreation that can't be beat. Come on out and _‘MI:-i
it'l ti\I' a greal season, and the compan AIWAaAvVS gleome!

&

ations from different types of monly vields a wrigghng 1§

hottom are l.'ll][j!'-.!ll'ii rock, erday

el, sand and mud. These main
types result from the sorting ac-
';.::', of the water. es e ially dur-
ing floods. Rock bottom is found
in the fastest water because all

smaller materials are swept down-

stream As the current becomes
slower the gravel then the sand,
and finally the mud, settle oul

A flat rock with water swirling

around it on the riffle of a clean

stream hides dozens of small agua-

tic animals. If the rock is lifted,
crayfish and perhaps a small fish
are :tlm;w-nl as they scurry into

its under-
nymphs
Lhe

surface.

(n
mayily

other hiding places.
flat-bodied
with tufts of sides
skitter over the wetl Also,
here are slender stonefly nymphs

H[iit'

gillis on

with two caudal filaments Cad-
disfly larvae, which weave tny
nets to catch their food. are seen

and sometimes a strange specles
that lives in a coiled tube made of
sand grains glued together. Both

and

Iil't':xl'r'.'f. :

air-breathing
snails may be as well
creeping adult A broad,
rubberly leech, clinging with suck-
ers fore and aft, may be hovering
over a blob of bright vellow eggs.

A long slender leech glues brown

gill-breathing
a3

beetles

seed-like egg cases to the rock.
With luck, vou may find a hell-

the big ferocious-look-
g yvoung of the Dobson fly and a
favorite game
fish.
Giravel

Frammaite,

bail for catching

bottom usually supports

more pounds of animal life per
acre than any other part of a
stream. When a square foot of it
1Is dredged up, picked over care-
fully, rinsed and strained, it com-

and made 1 §

20 or 30 species Also common f§
are the little fingernail clamig
“duck shells,"” whose pinhead- §
voung are born fully formed. §

most strking creatures

Orn “
ind 1§

creeks

}_;'1',.‘-.'r'] bottom of
are the large, thick-shelled §

sels from which pearl button:g
madie

The
like a
an

-

sand bottom of a S

sand area on land, oft' g

Pel g

sand frequ g
perhaps it provides little

¥
and shelter for freshwater ani h
|
L]
3

lifeless desert

'Lin'.l

almost
shifts about
or,
The slow addition of sed
makes bottom a rich !

Blood worms, tin

mud
water soil.
earthworms, have

retreat

atives of
tuibes into which they

midges that swarm at our wil

==

.

at night come from mud-d¥
younger stages. The hea)f
“cisco flies” that pile up
street lights in river-front
come from the large 1
nymphs that burrow in mud
lusks are represented by
shells and kinds of mussel
snails not found in swifter

l.eeches squirm and dra
Il}'IH]ﬂ‘lH lumber over the 002
tom.

When a clean stream Dbt
polluted with sewage, mosl

bottom animals die. M:
stoneflies and caddisflies ar

sensitive and disappear first
more and more pollution,
drop out one by one. Al lé
bottom is covered with 1
but a waving mat of sludge
like the thick pile on a ¥
the pollution is stopped, tl
mal life slowly comes back

.
|
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Striped Skunk.

WA MAMMALS

Eddie Mustard
Game Bilologist
STRIPED SKUNK
Mephitis mephitis
Rivt WM ification Adults range in
gth from 20-30 inches includ-
a T-9 inch tail. Weights vary
m 4-10 pounds. The distribu-
1 of white fur varies with in-
| idual skunks and an occasion-
all-black animal is found.
lunks are about the size of
1sé cats and are easily recog-
ed by everyone.
¢ Throughout lowa.
tat Varied, may be found
/where but prefers a dry den

wluction A male may den up
h several females during pe-
| of winter sleep (not true
ernation) and are promiscu-
i breeders., Young are born in
ril-May following a 63-day
itation period. Litter size
iges from 4-7, with an average
about 5. Young remain with
ther until late summer or
ly autumn.
tS The aromatic scent throw-
ability of the skunk is
igh to hold back most would-
enemies; however, skunks are
tavorite food item of great
ned owls. The diet consists
both plant and animal mat-
small rodents, grasshop-
S, beetles, grubs, cottontails,
CKen, eggs, corn and
ttontails and chickens
tn made available to skunks
the form of carrion. Skunks
essentially nocturnal
IS except during breeding
son when they may be ob-
ved at anytime.
15 The food habits of the
Mk make it a generally de-

0ats

Al'C

dlll-

s Able species to have around
' jie ' f_H_I'm_ As i1s true with most
5 ,-Iri‘.-"‘ dlife species, however, ex-
= i Mely high populations are not
pPe Lo § Yirable because in skunks high
T"'EIH,.‘-,P tJulations are often associated
on® Ath Ah a high incidence of rabies
-"‘1.\'.'-111':;%'3 € value of skunk pelts varies
ol =", L ording to the dictates of

II::'I.E- /%ihion and they can be quite

sackiuable when long furs are in Range

vogue. Their fur is used pri-
marily for jackets and trim.
lowa has an annual trapping
seacon for skunks.

SPOTTED SKUNK (Civet Cat)
f‘f{pii:'r-_r}trfr' frul"n?'!ii‘.&
Identification Often called the lit
tle cousin to the skunk, the
spotted skunk is in reality more
similar anatomically to the mink
or long-tailed weasel, It is the

smallest skunk and is black
with white spots on head and
several more or less broken
white stripes on the body. Males
are 14-22 inches long with a
7.5-9 inch tail and weigh 1-3
pounds. Females are about 25
per cent smaller

Range Throughout Iowa

Habitat Prefers brushy areas

away from dense timber or open
fields.

Reproduction Gestation
unknown, but young
spring. Litters range
with an average of 4.

Habits A nocturnal creature,
spotted skunk is also a
climber. They are active in win-
ter, which is different from the
striped skunk. The spotted
skunk is omnivorous, but seem-
ingly prefers insects, Other food
includes rodents, fruit, birds,
eggs, carrion, oats, acorns, apple
seeds, corn, and wheat,
They are efficient mousers and
ratters.

Status Beneficial to
cause of its rodent and insect
eating habits. Pelts are used
primarily for jackets and trim
There is an annual Lrapping sea-
son in Iowa,

[#I']'I!.Hi 15
are born in
from 2-6

the

;_'[1 1 ni

grass

farmers be-

RACCOON

Procyon lotor

Identification Adults vary in

length from 32-34 inches includ-
ing tail of about 10.5 inches
Weights of adults range from
12-18 pounds with a few very
fat ones exceeding 25 pounds
Males are larger than females

The black facial mask, and the
5-7 conspicuous black rings and
black-tipped tail identify the rac-
coon,

Throughout lowa.

Habitat Prefers areas with
ter and trees, but may be found
almost anywhere.

Wé-

Reproduction Raccoons are pro-
miscuous, with the boars (males)
mating with several sows (fe-
males). Breeding occurs in Feb-
ruary-March with the 2-T, usu-
ally 4, kittens born after a 63-
day gestation period. Typically
a hollow tree is used for the den

site, but ground dens, caves, or
ledges may be utilized. Young
remain with mother into No-

vember when they disband.

Habits The could, with
some justification, be called “Na-

raccoon

ture’'s juvenile delinquent’; be-
cause their like for corn in the
milk stage, chickens, and tip-
ping over garbage cans seems

to keep this species in perpetual
trouble. This animal, nocturnal
bv nature, is omnivorus and eats
such items as acorns,
nuts, plums, cherries
cravfish, clams, frogs, fish, musk-
rats, birds, and insects to
but a few, They do not
all food but may do so

Ss0me i1tems 1o remaove

Vvarious

grapes,

name
wash
with
sand, grit,
or secretions have a
high animal intelli-
gence and rely on their wits to
pursuers. They are fair-
ly good swimmers and fight
courageously when cornered

Raccoons

degree of

t‘Hl';tIh'

sStatus An excellent game animal
because of i1ts intelligence, much
sport 18 derived from
hunting with hounds. Its

WHOPPIN' BIG

FEldie W. Mustard
Game Biologist
1t sure the

raccoon
CoOn

was biggest

thrill I

ever had, for it sure was
some deer With these words
Dean Coffman described his feel-

ings at having bagged a 440-pound
whitetail buck. All who have pur-
sued the wily whitetail will agree,

even though vicariously, that it
must have been quite an experi-
ence,

The monstrous buck was taken

on the Cofiman farm near Blencoe,
lowa, In Monona County during
the 1962 gun season. Bill Welker,
3iologist with the State
vation Commission, checked
deer and reported the 12-point
(6 right x 6 left) buck was 4.5
vears old. The weight of the deer
taken at the Blencoe Co-op-
erative Company at Blencoe and,
according to Welker, this was ver-
ified by two
To our knowledge, this is the

Conser-
the

wWas

witnesses

largest deer ever taken in Iowa
However, before we start claim-
ing national records for large

whitetails, a very quick search of
the literature disclosed two larger
from Wisconsin: a 491- and
481-pounder (Otis S. Bersing, 1956
A CENTURY OF WISCONSIN
DEER). Top honors seem to go to
a Minnesota deer that tipped the
scales at 511 pounds (Arnold Er-
ickson, et al, 1861, THE WHITE-
TAILED DEER OF MINNE-
SOTA.)

deer

Page 19

CAMPING'S COMING!

Jack Kirstein
In a few short the wood-
land flowers will start to push up
through the melting snow, the mi-

‘..I""h.' Il{ :._:

grating geese will follow the sun
up the western shores of Towa's
tiver boundary, and the songbirds
and little forest animals will start
their spring routines again.

All these signs of the return
of warmer days will set into mo-
tion the spring fever that burns
into the thoughts of the Iowa
camper. Coming to us gradually,
but bursting with a sudden real-

ization that spring is here, we find
that it i1s not only time to check on
the our camping
equipment, that we should
done it fall or, at the
least month

before the camping fever

putting off

condition of
but
last

last

have
Very

Now
pushes us into
repairs in the he

needed

at of getting

- wnedd

packed to go, we should attend to

(Continuasd on page 21)

sought after
ladies’ fash-
long furs shall
increasing the
the pelts. The
palatable and is
upon as a delicacy by
people. In the northern
portion of their range
nave a winter sleep, with occa-
sional excursions from their dens
on warm nights. Iowa has both
a hunting trapping
for

much
when
that
thus
value of
very

fur Is
by trappers
dictate

he worn,

vervy
OIS

market
flesh 1is
looked
SOIT e

raccoons

and Season

'acCCOoIns

BUCK BAGGED

i i

A comparison of the sizes between Coff-
man, the hunter, and the 400-pound buck.

Fven this

lowa

though tremendous
deer 1s not a national record,
It 1s still a fine example of a white-
tail and is a virtual giant among
deer in a state where 250-pound
deer are common.

Our congratulations are extended
to Coffman on his bagging of an
outstanding example of Iowa's fin-
est game the whitetail
deer. We're anxious to take him
up on his offer to visit him and
see his trophy.

species,

—
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PATTERN FOR A SEASON

How Many Have You Seen?
Carol Buckmann

Spring is almost here and 1In
the woodlands this not only means
a new outlook weatherwise but a
new season in outdoor fun the
Aower-finding season. Knowing and
identifying woodland flowers lasts
through spring, summer, and fall
as new varieties unfold

All you need for this intriguing
pleasure 1s a flower guide and pos-
sibly a camera. As a suggestion,
take this article with you and
check off the woodland flowers as
you find them.

FARLY SPRING, after
mid-March

Dwarf Trillium: With three
petals, three sepals and three
leaves. these white flowers are
found on southern exposures
of woodland hillsides where
the snow melts first. The early
spring flowers peer above the
ground as soon as the snow
melts in March

Hepatica oOT “Liverwort"
Light blue or pink-white flow-
ers with liver-shaped, three-
lobed leaves bearing hairy
gtems. Often found in brown
leaves and debris of the wood-
land floor.

‘Bloodroot: Reddish-orange
juice in the stems and roots
that “bleed” when broken. The
base leaves are wrapped
around the flower and spear
through the woodland floor
before unwrapping the white,
single flower.

‘Shad Bush: Found along high
clay banks, fronts of hillsides,
streams and cliffs. A flowering
bush with white, incandescent
flowers coming before the
leaves and after hepatica.

Wild Ginger.

.]“Ht’lh*“!‘% ar

.Wild Plum

SPRING, around May 1

lue Anemone or “wind flow-
er” A delicate, slender but-
tercup with white flower clus-
ters. Leaves are divided into
rounded. three-lobed leaflets.

Dog-tooth Violel A member
of the lily family with little
or no stem. Found in moist
woods and creek
bottoms and along rivers. The
narrow, pointed leaves, mot-
tled with brown, seem to
spring from the earth. White,
single bloom

meadows,

I'r[lpr-l root or “crowfoot’: The
fleshy rhizomes of this plant
have a pungent taste, Its ba-
sal leaves are deeply lobed and
the broad clusters of flowers
are purple.

Violets: Found in cool, shaded
areas evervwhere, These ro-
bust little plants have deep
violet petals, whitish at the
base and heart-shaped, deep
green leaves

Prairie Wakerobin: A trillium
with characteristic three pet-
als, three sepals and three
leaves. From the center of the
leaves arises a single flower.
Dutchman's Breeches: Frag-
rant, drooping flowers on a
tuft of fern-like foliage re-
sembling "“breeches” on a slen-
der clothesline,

"Virginia cow-
slip': Blue petals are on a
stout stem. Flowers are droop-
ing and trumpet-like.

SPRING, around May 10

Comes just after
red bud, along brushy fence
rows and semi-exposed wood-
lands. This brushy plant has
white blossoms.

Spring Beauty: Low-growing

Shadbush.

and thriving in woodlands in
the bright sunlight. Narrow,
erass-like leaves and branch-
ing, colorful flower clusters
are pale, rose pink veined with
deeper pink

Yellow Violet: The outer pet-
als are bearded. Heart-shaped
leaves and long stems are
hairy. Yellow flowers are
veined with purple

Jack Kirstein Photos,

Jack-in-the-Pulpit.

.Hawthorn:

Yellow Lady's Slipper, Sh

& o e =
'

LATE SPRING, around May

Wood Anemone: The smal

anemone. The slender stem
a trio of long stemmed leaj§
with three to five W&
shaped leaflets. It bear
single, white flower

Shooting Star: Nodding fl
ers with pistils and stam
together in a spear-like
with back-turning, pink

als. Found along river ba
and open woods.

2ed Bud: Bright purple b
soms on a leafless stem
pearing before the leaves :
unfolded. Blooms about a " M o
or two after shad bush.

‘Wild Crab: The pinkish,

icate flowers appear with
plum.

A spreadl
thorny bush with white I

soms appearing on hills)

open areas and at edges
timbered areas.

Wild Cherry: Flowers al I 5
clusters of white blooms
large flowering tree W
smooth bark appearing in
ber.

Other outstanding flowe "R
trees are wahoo, bladde - R
and locust. ol

Lady's Slipper and Showy¥
chis are members of the
chid family found in Iowa
rarely. To see any of 1 gt

(Continued on page 21) “l
g



| Buttercups:

‘TERN—

{Continued from page 20)

heauties is a real treat. Found
only in very deep forests.

Indian Paint Brush: A hairy

plant with pale green calyx
surrounding the corolla. This
plus the scarlet floral leaves

resemble paint brushes dipped
in red paint.

Jack-in-the-pulpit: A deep
woods favorite with flowers in
the center of a pale green
pulpit-like spathe. In the sum-
mer the spathe withers away
revealing bright red berries.
Also known as “Indian tur-
nip” because of the edible,
underground bulb or corm.

Woodland Phlox or *“Sweet
William'': The bluish-lavender
flowers are clustered. The
leaves and stems are covered

with down.

May Apple: An umbrella-like
leaf protects the single, wax-
white blossom emerging at
the leaf fork. They are often
in colonies almost anywhere
in the woods. The “apple” is
a large, yellow berry.

jreen Dragon: A close rela-
tive to Jack-in-the-pulpit,
these are found in low, moist
ground. The inconspicuous
flowers are clustered and hid-
den from view. The flowers
hecome reddish-orange in the
fall.

Bellwort: Found in rich woods
and thickets, it has oval-
pointed leaves and drooping

bell-shaped, yellow flowers.

Found in moist,
lamp places along river bot-
toms with waxy, yellow flow-
ETs.

Nodding Trillium: A later
spring trillium, it blooms iIn
late May in ravines and

wooded slopes where the soil
I8 rich in humus. A much
larger and taller variety than
the dwarf trillium.
‘olumbine: Bright, scarlet-
colored flowers found on rocky
slopes and shady edges of
voods. Petals form five tubes
nding in red spurs with nec-
Lar within,

alse Solomon Seal: Found
tlong woodland slopes and
noist bluffs, it has a cluster
I small, white flowers each
Vith six spreading oblong seg-
nents. These become a mass
f red berries in the fall.
Hairy Solomon Seal: The
Irooping flowers are under-
leath the stem. These incon-
Spicuous, greenish flowers hang
N pairs growing with trillium
ind bellwort,

Wild Geranium: Frail looking
UL sturdy plants with pale

i lirple flowers appearing the

48t week of May. With deep-
Y lobed leaves and hairy

s 3lems it appears in rich woods

ind meadows.
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.Wild Strawberry, blackberry
and raspberry: These tasty
varieties are especially popu-
lar when the fruits develop.

.Wild Ginger: The soft, heart-
shaped leaves have long stems
from the plant base, The ma-
roon flowers are hidden be-
neath the leaf.

. Wood Sorrel or “Wood Sham-

rock”: A creeping plant with
basal compound leaves and
delicately tinted flowers with
oblong, notched petals. Pre-

fers damp, mossy banks.

. Wild Rose: Our pinkish-white
state flower is found in fields
woodlands, roadsides and out-
of-the-way places May 30.

MID-SUMMER, July

Turks Cap Lily: Few flowers
are so delicately and striking-

ly colored as this lily. The
orange colored flowers have

brown *“tiger spots.”

Dutchman's Breeches.

‘ woods and are white with CAMPING—
Black-eyed Susan or “Wood- ]" ‘ : 't, |
e £ gcales 1nsiea O leaves. ‘'ontinued from page 19)
land Sunflower': Rough, hairy = 2t S ipnlad : L
: joneset: This stout, hairy
stems and leaves support ..~ the painting, repairing, or replac-
e stemmed plant grows to five ‘ i :
showy flowerheads. The yel- foct. Manv small. white flower D8 of worn items in our camping
ee ivhi SITl: = e wer
low ray flowers surround the . closet.
dark e riten heads are compactly grouped
= W e oer . M - @ AT : 111 S =T
- ]”.t‘] £ l]ﬂ.t."ti]I}I\“.'{I {111:\11;1 !1-“ '”.]l "- LA h]i‘-}-l] t }1-1.1'- L& I'.J'l
FALL, beginni A These are some of the most com- lowed last fall, about cleaning ouz
U iy y " e e e oy o ora " T W31 ¢ e
ALL, beginning August mon Iowa woodland flowers but Sleeping bags, repairing Z1ppers,
Great Lobelia: Found in low perhaps you can identify many Patching tent screens, replacing
ground all over Ilowa, the more, ragged tent ropes, and many more,
. : : — : avra rivo ; d e hagis Crs
flowers are indigo. [here's one rule to the game, '€ 51VEN added ¢ mpiasi be CAUSC
Jewel Weed: The transh  leave them be and save their of the shortage of time left in
Jewe ed. e rANsiucen - - 1 ’ oy 1 rig
Howers sesembls 1ado'a ‘sl beauty for future generations, Which to do these things.
owers resemble lady's slip- s = : . : _ : : N Lt
)ers ‘ P™ wild flowers display their true Any torn or threadbare cloth
t\.J [ 3 1
I beauty only in their natural sur- items should be checked for pos-

Indian Pipe and Broom Rape: roundings

Many can stand pick-

sible repair. All canvas should be

These saprophytes live off de- ing but careless flower seekers all stretched out on the floor of a ga-
caying vegetation. They are but destroyed many of our most rage or basement, and checked for
found in the seclusion of thick beautiful wvarieties (Continued on page 23)
INLAND WATERS OF THE STATE ' BOUNDARY WATERS
Daily 3 Minimum =RY R : =
Kind of Fish Open Season Catch I";“'ﬁl‘r:i‘;"“ Length or | MH;T””;'y::-":!.M-h}'“;” lff*t-ra and
Limit # “'I‘i];hl I niant alers o Ac¢ Lounty
Carp, Buffalo, Quillback, Gar, Dogfish,
Gizzard Shad, Sheepshead, Sucker, Red-
horse, Chub, Sunfish, Bluegill, Bullhead, |
Rock Bass, Yellow Bass, Warmouth, Min-
nows and Sand Sturgeon Continuous | None None None Same as inland waters
Roek Sturgeon Closed Cloaed
Same as inland waters except no ecatch
Paddlefish | Continuous o 4 b 1bs, or possession limit on Mississippi River
| Same nas inland waters except no cateh
Pereh, Crappie, Silver Bass Continuous 15 30 _ None or possession limit
I'rout Continuous | 6 12 | None Same as inland waters
I Continuous open season, no cateh or
Catfish Continuous ] Lt | None possession limit
Same a3 inland waters exeept contin-
Smallmouth Bass May 25-Feb. 15 5 10 , None UOUS Open Season
Largemouth Bass Continuous b 10 | None | Same as inland waters
May 11-Feb. 15| Combined | Combined
N. of Hwy 30 | Walleve & | Walleve &
Continuous Sauger 5:]1.1;:{4‘ Continuous Open sSeason. IJ.-.li:f catch
Walleye and Sauger S. of Hwy 30 5 10 None 10, possession 20 in aggregate
Muskellunge Closed | Closed
. | Continuous open Season Dail 1t el
Northern Pike (Pickerel) May 11-Feb. 156 - None b, possession 10
Frogs (except bullfrogs) May 11-Nov, 30 4 doz 8 doz None sSame as inland water
Bullfrogs (Rana Catesbeiana) May 11-Nov, 30 1 doz 1 doz None aame as inland water
e - - S~ . 5 i . = I T e e T e et e R e e e R A e sk T B T S SemSiee—— g OSSR D me mele oo p— e

Where waters are located within the confines of state, city, municipal parks, ete., fishing will be permitted only when such aren
are open to the public.

EXCEPTIONS: On all state-owned natural lakes, all angling through ice is prohibited between the hours of 6:00 P.M. and
00 AM,

In Little Spirit, Dickinson County; lowa and Tuttle (Okamanpedan) Lakes, Emmet County; Burt (Swag) Lake, Kossuth
County; and Iowa Lake, Osceola County, the following exceptions apply: WALLEYE, daily catch limit 6, possession limit 6
NORTHERN PIKE, daily cateh limit 3, possession limit SUNFISH, daily eateh limit 15, possession limit 80: CATFISH, open
season, Saturday, preceding May 16 to February 15, daily cateh limit 16, possession limit 16; SMALLMOUTH and LARGE-
MOUTH BLACK BASS, open season, Saturday preceding May 30, catch limit 5, possession limit 5: BULLHEADS, CARP,
SUCKERS, REDHORSE, BUFFALO, BURBOT, DOGFISH, GARFISH, QUILLBACK, SHEEPHEAD, no closed season, no daily

limit shall not
fish named

possesslon
not apply to

catch possession or size limits. The
the aggregate possesgion limit shall

exceed
on which there is no daily eateh limit.

thirty (80) fish of all kinds in the aggregate except that
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LATE WINTER TROUT FISHING

Bill Tate

Assistant Supt. of Fisheries

ar-around trout season al-

fisherman

The ve
lows the
that el e

around

[Owa a .-ZEH1I'1
enljovea 1IN very iew

the
irly wintel

nlaces world wintel

trout !]:«ili‘.'.;.; % trout

fishing is similar to other forms of
ice fishing, since most trout watel

during the

'rout are cold

1S 1Cce covereaq coldest

the winter

part ol
blooded animals and tend to as

sume a body temperature the same
as the water thev live 1n ['Tnder
ice cover their food and oxygen

reqguirements  ard Al a4 minimum
and activity is greatly reduced. AS
the water temperature 'ises 1n

later winter. the food requirements
of the trout increase, they become
more ACt1ve and are easjer Lo
catch. A rising temperature gra-
dient ]I!n::'.:iu--f 'r._'; w0 oOor more
davs of moderating weather, In-

actiivity and may ri

fishing

créeases troul

sult in excellent

-

it are still around to

late

Trout th:

roll call 1n winter are

iNnswel

warv and have become acclimated
to their surroundings. Their food

limited to
Tilq'

which

YVear 1s

at this time ofi

a relatively few types and

very cleal

water is usually

makes catching them a challenge

spring surveys with elec-

learly |
indicated that

tri shockers havi
populations of trout ovel
better trout stream

over fish are predom-

good
winter in oul
These carry
mmately b
over a

averas

and

The larger

- iy
OWn 1LIouwt

% i \ L i

foot in length
§
L

brown trout end to be stay-al
homes One Iunker was taken
under the same rock ledge on five

fall and early
(He was
fins.) The

concentrate in or

SUCCESSIVE spring

SIrvevVs identified by
fish

the

siuch as

) x & 11 H
marked smaller

tend to neas
best
rockyv riffles and beds of watercress

-

food I:luu*.'.n'm;_i areas

or other vegetation

A knowledge of trout feeding
habits will help to bag these wary
carry-over trout, which may be

very selective when feeding. Some

fish may feed exclusively on the
immature form of one species of
insect, or, confine their feeding to
fresh water shrimp. Since there
are IIH]_‘-.' Iwo 01 three -;|r-.*1'|.1'_'-x' of
stone flies and a group of very

small, dark black flies
called midges that occur as adults
winter, dry flies that imi-
tate them are the only ones thal
will regularly take fish at this time

orey  or

in late

of year. The larvae and nalads of
aquatic insects and {resh walter

for
nymphs

immature ine

are the preferred diet
Wet flies o1
thest

shrimp
most trout
that resemble
seets or fresh shrimp
the most effective lures for the fly
fisherman

Wwatrel

al' e

Time spent In exploring trout
habitat and sampling food item:
will pay dividends in fishing su
cess, A fine mesh net, submerged
downstream from rocks as they

are overturned, will catch the riffle-
dwelling insects as they are swepl

.j, 'I-l1.:.|"'

Those hardy late winter

tream by the current. Clumps
pulled fr

the water to sample the insects

.|: .-.I...ll".]‘ | i I:]’| i'l-' ||'|.'}_

and small crustacea that

are pres-

ent pDrifts of sticks, leaves or
other organic debris can be exam-
ned for goose worms (larvae of
the crane flies) or other aquatic

insect larvae that live in this type
These food items may
be used as natural bait or artificial
baits which resemble them may be
used effectively

of habitat.

small insect larvae or nymphs
less than one-fourth inch in length,
will catch trout if !i]1‘_‘-,' are used
on small hooks 16-20) tied
on light leaders or very fine mono-
filament line. Baits or their imi-
tations found in riffle areas should
be drifted through riffles into the
pool below many times before mov-

Ing to another area. Most feeding

| S1Z&ES

trout will normally move a very
short distance for an article of
food. They have their meal served

by the current and take preferred
items that drift to them in a
relatively narrow feeding lane
Natural baits that are normally
dislodged from riffles and artificial
baits that imitate them should be
fished with a natural drift and
without sinker or weight for best
results, Minnows or other live bait
should be allowed to move freely
for best results. Streamer flies and
artificials that

food

other
Lo 1mitate
given the

the natural

are Efi'rnlng*"'!
natural baits
action charac-
bait they

these
should bhe
Leristic ol

represent

L.arger brown trout tend to be

non-selective in their feeding and
prey voraciously on maost foods
that are available They become

their activ-
two pe-

diurnal in habit, with
ity usually restricted to

CONSERVATIONIST

e
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trout fishermen usually bring home some real "'braggin‘-sized fish."’ = J

A PLACE TO FISH

The increasing concern in 10

rinds. dusk to early darkness and
lawn to early dayvlight. The key
to success for catching these large

lime
bait or

fishing at the
they are active! Most any
lure will take these large fish if it
is presented properly. Live baits
effective are minnows,

fish is to be

that are

frogs, crayvfish, night crawlers,
salamanders or most any other
small creatures that walk, swim,

crawl or fly. Artificial lures of
every description have caught
large brown trout. Several baits
and lures should be tried in an area

| trout may hide or

where a large
prowl.

As you fish along the stream,
try to discover where the trout
tend to be in each E‘nn:] '['lll'}' may
be concentrated in or near the riffle
at the head of a pool, in deep wa-
ter or at the lip of a pool just
above a ritle, If you find this is
the case, fish only the productive
water and you will not waste time
fishing where there are no fish.

LLate winter trout fishing is not
as productive as spring fishing, but
vou will take fish. They will be
beautifully colored, delicious when
served, and may be caught again,
countless times, in the office or
den. Trout caught in late winter
are “bhraggin’ fish'.

The woodcock never sees what
she eats. By driving her three inch
bill into the mud, her highly sen-

sitive tip feels earthworms upon
which she feeds,
The lynx, which inhabits much

of the northern United States and
Canada is also found in the north-
ern parts of both Asia and Europe.

14

-

nation o

brings to m

as well as around the
a place to hunt,
the fisherman and his quest fo 8
place to fish. To most Towa fish 8

men, this affords no real probii g

the wvast network
rivers and streams in the Sl i
with every bridge 3

as a fishing access unless p!*l'-.‘[;‘

Consider
Crossing

ited. Consider too, the miles
river shoreline maintained
parks by most of our larger to
and Then remember

farmer friend with the pond

offered such good bass fishing
spring, the State Park lake a
miles from town, and the fisl
access just down the road that
County Conservation Board pu

cities,

last sumer.

If you use a boat, you can i
advantage of some of our pop
natural lakes. Their shoreline
cess is cramped to be sure,
most have public launching rai

Not so well known perhaps
the fishing access areas mainta
by the Conservation Commiss
Some of these are S
Parks, but the majority consis |
a few acres along a river or |
Some two hundred of these & B 5,
are listed in a folder availablt
public fishing access areas.
folder can be obtained from
Conservation Commission in
Moines. Some areas may bt
more than a small piece of
with no development, while 0t
may have picnic tables, restro
and even allow camping.

Yes, there are a lot of place
fish in Iowa, but there are al |
lot of Iowa fishermen to use t

dreas
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‘eacher Goes To School

Carol Buckmann
very summer since 1950, teach-

of all ages have been earning
‘e or six hours graduate or un-
rraduate credits at the Teach-
Conservation Camp held at
ringbrook State Park near
hrie Center.
his outdoor school is open to
hers and students planning to
' after graduation. It is spon-
sd by the State Conservation
imission, State College of Iowa,
the State Department of Pub-
Instruction.
long with the credit, Teachers’
ip graduates gain a lasting ap-

jation of nature and learn
's to develop these attitudes
helr students. Credit from the

courses offered are acceptable
natural requirements
apply toward certification.

sclence

his remarkable outdoor class-
n offers three hours for one
g-week session or six credits
two three-week sessions. This

r, the first session, iil.rl!i;_;j.' 104

rom June 9 to June 29 and
sses forest resources, Ul;'nh};_‘,'l"-.‘
fish and wildlife management
second, Biology 105, runs from
o0 to July 20 and deals in
(S and minerals, soil and land
lagement and water conserva-

The third runs from July 21
August 10 and is a repeat
first session.

of

he 640 acre park has timbered
i, sparkling lake, nearby prairie,
. flowers, birds and wildlife;
8 1aturally well-equipped class-
n to conduct outdoor studies
zht by experts trained in the
| of conservation.

eachers live in the group camp
never have any KP duty. All
meals are cooked at camp by
I cooks. The recreational fa-
les of the park include fishing,
nming, hiking and various
ts available for enjoyment dur-
leisure hours,

ong before the camp began, the
ple of Towa were alerted to the
| for conservation through the
oons of J. N, “Ding"” Darling,
torial Staff of the Des Moines
rister. While Chief of the U. S.
logical Survey, he stressed that

on-wide conservation was im-
ible unless education became
important part of the school
gram.

ountiess meetings were held to
Usé interest in conservation.
idea of a program for educa-
I Lo teach children in schools
results of wasted natural re-
Ces and benefits from conser-
'‘On programs, was brought up
sistently. But this was during
depression and many were
‘e concerned with the economic
iation.

IOWA

The collection and construction of teaching
conservation story into the classroom.

to which women's clubs would
send teachers.
May of 1948, Mrs. Parker pre-

sented a report conservation
education movement in Tennessee
The Commission then suggested a
movement along this line for lowa
and the Superintendent of the De-
partment of Public Instruction was
contacted.

During a 1948 Commission meet-
ing, it was decided the Commission
would furnish facilities needed for
a group camp for one week teacher

on

training. To help coordinate an
education program, in 1949, an

Education Assistant was appointed
and he began visiting science de-
partments of colleges and univer-
sities getting ideas on conservation
education promotion,

His trips proved there was inter-
est but little coordinated activity.
It had been suggested by Darling
have a Chair of Conservation
established at a state college. The

to

Commission contacted the State
College of Iowa regarding the

feasibility of a head being estab-
lished there, The College served as
the head and interest ran high
concerning a camp. State College
of Towa faculty played a large part
in establishing the camp.

It was agreed the Conservalion

CONSERVATIONIST

alds can help the school teacher carry the

eranted by the State Board ot

[2ducation for the camp to begin

with two identical sessions of
three weeks. Interested teachers
who received camp brochures or
noticed articles on camp in news-
papers and magazines, submitted
letters. June 4, 1950, the camp
formally opened with 25 teachers

Now, 14 years later, the camp
has facilities to adequately take
care of 50 teachers each session
During one three week session,

teachers travel approximately 1,000
miles various areas for a view
of conservation in action. A bus
takes students within fairly short
walking distance of points of in-
terest

The total cost of one three-week
session is $106.50 for undergradu-
ates or $112.50 for graduates.

To facilitate attendance, sports-
men groups, Soil Conservation
Service offices, garden clubs and
other groups throughout the state
have donating scholarships
varving between $15 and 3§70 to
local teachers.

For information on scholarships
contact vour local Soil
tion Service Office,
clubs, conservation officer or by
writing Chuck Haman, Director,
Conservation Camp, State College

to

been

Conserva-

sportsmen’s

CAMPING—

(Cantinuad fron
either mold or mildew, This i1s a
good time to give the tent or din-
ing fly a new coat of waterproof-
g .‘;IHHT H}'Illllili;_ ;_;qrfu{;; stores ol
tent and awning companies can

supply waterproofing by the gal-

10

lon so that vou ecan the job

vourself if you are so inchined
Stoves, lanterns, coolers, and

other metal pieces of equipment

should be checked for rust, need of

paint, worn pump leathers, bent or
broken parts, and given a thorough

cleaning to make them ready for
summer,
One often overlooked item is the

addition of better quality tent rope

stakes, or the repair of damaged
wood or metal stakes. In the rush
of breaking camp, many times tent
stakes are left behind Are vou
sure yvour tent stakes were packed
the last time yvou took down your
tent ?

This i1s also a good time to at-

tend to details such as installing
new ropes or grommeLts in canvas
road covers for trailers or cartop
carriers. The roof mounts of car-

tlri] carriers should also be checked.
If you've changed cars since last
using them, vou can take this time
to adjust them to fit the new

Is there a new item that you
planned to build, such as a Kitchen

car.

pantry, portable table, or other
added convenience? Better make
it now before il has to wait for
another camping season in 1964.

What other inconveniences did
you experience last vear? Mayvbe

you got caught in a downpour and

vowed that next time vou would
bring along a tarp or large sheet

of heavy gauge plastic for a covel
If so, plan for it now and be ready
Perhaps there were other Iideas
that last v that
haven't

:-:l'r-n]ﬂf el

been

;_"'I.Hnli
remembered

The simple job of packing camp-
ing equipment into the car may be
complicated if you did change cars
this winter. Why not take a few
hours now to try packing? If you
find that additional space is need,

it will be easier to find a cartop
carrier, ftrailer, or other space-
maker now than on a Saturday
night this spring when all the
stores are closed and the family
1S raring to go,

[f you've often thought of camp-
ing in some of the more primitive
areas provided by the State Con-
servation now would
be the time to plan for purchase
of additional water containers and
kind sanitary facility.
These areas are exceptionally beau-
They provide

Commission,

some of
tiful and enjoyable,
more due to the
of camping pressure

In short, a little attention to re-
pairs and planning now can mean

elbow room lack

' Ommissioner Mrs. Addison Commission furnish the group of Iowa, Cedar Falls, Towa. Or the difference between frustrations
1“' i 'li_E'I', worked with Ding through camp at Springbrook, resource per- write the Public Relations Sec- later and the chance to feel as
. whit i Conservation Commission as a sonnel and education assistant tion, State Conservation Commis- free and happy as the songbirds
1 s Wsader for conservation educa- while S.C.I. furnish staff, equip- sion, East 7th and Court, Des as you perhaps follow the migrat-
g . The idea of a camp began ment, arrange accrediting and aca- Moines, lowa, for scholarship in- ing geese north and enjoy the
‘ £ i h Mrs. Parker who at first demic requirements formation, reservations or further beauty of the blossoming spring '

ited a short workshop session December 14, 1949, approval was information. flowers.
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Thev were landing so close to us that it seemed they were about
land in our midst. It was a thrill that dominated our conversatl |
much of that day

The noise cannot be described—the sound was muted by the voi
of thousands of geese near and far. It increased in intensity as th
cese directly in front of us spooked suddenly, lifting from the Wwa
and circling back toward the main body.

Sometime later, after our group had been waiting a few feet I
the water, the whole Aock started to drift down in front of «

1
hiding place. Ducks continued to dabble the shoreline less than
feet away and the geese moved within twenty feet of shore.

The day ended for us right then as once again they spooked, lif!
from the water, and circled over the east end of the lake

As they circled the bright sun caught for a moment the ba
attraction of this whole spring flight. There, with the loess bluffa ghme 22
the southwest for a backdrop, was a solid wall of geese stacked 1)
the water high into the sky, the sun sparkling on their white featiu

Our group headed for the car—the day had been complete.

The thrills of the spring goose flight are many—the ducks perfo
ine their acrobatics, the beauty of the snow geese, the regal nal

7 ; L

of the huge Canadas, and most of all. the sheer numbers of bi

to be seen rln
Small wonder many people journey to the southwest every yeal

this magnificent wildlife spectacle It's guaranteed to dominate

conversation for some time afterward

The geese are a beautiful sight when you see them landing ncarly on w-:ur. head. SOIL CONSERVAT|ON AND FORESTRY

to eniov the flicht. On the lake vou will see what looks like a large Bill Farris thus delaying or slowing o'+

ice-floe made up of snow geese resting on ine W ater. They are being District Forester oft

ioined constantly by others, some ideslipping {rom greal altitudes Soil conservation work centers 3. The Lree 3_"'”'1-:" make l-“_"‘::'

to land in the flock round either the control of or pre- T.I‘w ‘-.m-:-cwn.':n;: of the soil
At the same time you will notics the ducks. buzzing around like yention of soil erosion ’\'L'hwl':. we ”“-'r_""j-";“-"‘ its water storage

midgels among their larger cousins Pintails flving 1n formation think of soil cons¢ rvation work, we }:‘.!”T-l'+' ’

mallards li;l-htl]ﬂl;,: :Ilnl'.f'._;_{ the shore, cool SWiImiIning rizcht in front of :}1”11.'_ .,1'{ terracing, conbtour farm- : Fhe tree I‘T‘J”{H ASSiSLIHe b

ing the soil in place.

1!1‘ IMalin rf‘,r'“"\-"l.l-.-:.l!. 1] E]"!]|1 ‘.I':lJIH ting w Il'I’I 1!" "[]]"] i-.l|:"|': i.i'! atten- ing, erosion ‘.'|I1‘!T“I tiqliﬁ]""‘ :_:I:-.‘"l."l'l.tl1
The benefits received from

use of forests as a crop musi

compared to the alternative |

tion waterways and so on Trees are
A Close-up View also of value in the control of or

nrevention of soil erosion

[f vou are not satisfied to watch from a distance, you mignt want A : of the land In making this ¢
to work in closer to the geese. One group lasl yeal did this. We _ Lhe ;”“'”m!’ ”? :.ﬁ.”.]! ITI"‘T‘H '1"!"_‘_“&_'* parison of benefits, such value
donned hip boots and started wading through the marshy shoreline ‘EF_WH SOE H}”' of land use. A field recreation, wildlife developm
heading for the north side of the laki Peering through the rushes “'!.”_.'1"“! }.Hh. NOre = SOl 1“?5 and soil and water conserva
ahead. we were able to watch the mall irds and othe :.I;.-_;.!.f,. ducks Th._lfl a field of oats. An oal field must be taken into considerati
dabbling along the shallow bottom A small flock of “white-fronts "'hf haye more loss than a pasture A forest crop may be the
ippeared in a little inlet. White-fronts and Canadas usually Keep 1O AIME S alternative on areas: (1) wi
themselves off to one side of the main flock of blues and :-r.j WS Qoils are classified in Iowa in Jand has steep topography;
Mergansers were seen working the shoreline, and a flight o} old relation to their productivily and where the soil is easily en
Squay classified as rare migrants for lowa vineged at eve level erosion hazard. A number of other when the surface 1is disturbed
over Lhe water | factors are considered but these the area not suited for a 1ol

As we proceeded through the head-high rushes, a 1ew ducks rose [H :“."”“1. I”_lm_:“'? _“]:I,mn;m.‘lr] crop; (3) where, 1!‘?1'“11;{11 DGOSR
from the water or dritts d out toward the center ot the |lake However, .“\‘lnl L-!:thh”l'j”]linh 11,”' Ilr.r!“ ‘hhh [.!LHPI”H?’:I Ilit‘lht‘tl?z n the ]_‘IE'LH'{.
most of the waterfowl seemed unconcerned over our presence. ‘This Capability Class 1 through Class soil is gullied to such an €x

VIII. The Class I through IV land as to make ordinary cropping
1s generally suited for cultivation cedure not feasible: (4) wi
and other uses through lack of native fertilit

The class V through VIII land is ITH{!“‘»'t‘l‘iﬂl"ll"ﬂt‘nf- through mi
limited in use and is not gener- the soil is unproductive; (5) W
ally suited for cultivation, When game, recreational or water
we check the class VII and VIII values outweigh the crop pro
land we find areas where forest tive value of the soil.

'l

afforded an excellent opportunity to learn some duck i1dentification.
The ducks were easily spotted with binoculars on the water, and when
they took flight they offered a good study for the man uncertain about
his different species. |

When we reached the dry land on the north side, we started crawl-
ing toward the water's edge and the large concentration of blues and
snows just out from shore,

and wildlife cover is usually rec- The conversion of some Of
A Thrilling Sight ommended submarginal land into forest C

Forestry is closely related to the would be in Kkeeping with
problem of land use, particularly present program of the Fed
on land not fitted for intensive Government O retire from
agricultural use. Through coordi- cultural production extensive a
nation with other primary land of this type.
uses such as agricultural cropping Many farms in all parts ol
and grazing, a sound forestry pro- state have small areas not S
eram can be set up. Existing tim- for cropping, which if mist
berlands and planted areas form aged, may not only result in &
a valuable part of the soil conser- from the production standp
vation picture in Iowa. These val- but also may actually becon

It was about noon, and everyone in the area was about to be treated
to one of the day’s most thrilling displays. The tempo of the chatter
among the geese seemed to increase and, upon looking skyward, one
could see long lines of geese coming into the area

But, when you looked at the sky through binoculars you could see
not only low-flying flocks, but lines of geese stacked higher and higher,
all heading toward Forneys. From the south they came as far as you
could see —likewise, from the north. An unearthly din filled the air
as the ground observer saw the sky black with geese, As the)y reached

L lake Tlll'},' started PIraling down i1orming a funnel 'li'.'l:hn*r:_ ]"1'|,n1|:i

. 1 L; n he =t t oy Y1 v d gy - : : <= . ot A
1!.!::.!'“!!.:: l.”“l;l 1'111‘4”';[ lllxr 11_.'1!-‘”;:::! ,l:,tiilt,lj_i;:.:.ﬂ . l-.f.t‘ln:llitl}ht;ri:. nes might be summarized as fol- menace to Ei‘ij“mf”i-f -'.H‘j':.l.-: n.El
water | . : lows! land. A sound forestry I"_”r_

St _ 1 The branches. twigs and leaves can be worked out along witl

ASs Lhe geesc 1IL[!'T| into the concentration on the lake., they :-I'I'*'EHI j_]'l."t. the first lllllIJiU'l of the :’s‘i_i“thl'-'Ill of }_’,1‘1“’-"1;‘-: .'H'I‘.-i {
toward the north shoreline. Al his time our group was about fifty rainfall, ping methods on the indiv
yards from the waler. Crawling on our stomachs still closer, we 2. The layer of duff on the soil i';u‘r.us of the state. This cd
were able to watch the geese landing closer and closer to us. They 1s absorptive and assists in ILL“-'_'HIH]‘I-“Hhi‘il by working cl
finally were so close we could see their tongues as they came down, percolation, about every inch with the Soil Conservation B t
necks stretched, wings Lthrown bacl ynd coral legs dangling to touch of duff in the forest will hold and the District Foresters ol
the watel one-fourth inch of rainfall, State Conservation Commissi
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