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Jumbo perch from ''the world's best fishing hole,'' the Mississippl.

It’s Cold, But Fun!

Denny Rehder

here you are crouching over a six-inch hole on the broad expanse
he Mississippi River, hoping that by chance there will be fish
€ by. It's cold and you've just chopped a hole through fifteen
€3 of ice. With a stubby little rod for tackle and a shiny spoon
\ & grub for bait, you patiently jig the lure up and down waiting
a strike.
nd here we go! Strike after strike, the fish just
Fin out of mousies and minnows, and the fish are still
You use the bare spoon not wanting to take time to getl
And the fish keep on coming. The whole Mississippl seems to
1 endless conveyor belt pouring the entire population of fish out
¢ little opening in the ice.
“_11 may think this is fanciful and overplayed for a description
Vinter fishing. I did at first, but last winter I saw it happening.
Just to the other guy, which is usually the case when I go
I8, but to myself as well. And I used to wonder why anyone
Id desert the warmth of home to go onto the ice to fish.

keep coming
piting

maore

This ice-fishing is getting to be a real sport for many Iowans
during the winter months. From the time the ice first covers the
water until it succumbs to spring, vou'll find anglers cutting holes
and wetting a line. Some local people in the northeast Iowa area
of the Mississippi claim that more fishermen use the river in win-
ter than they do in summer., On almost any given morning you

can drive along the Mississippl and set
through the ice.

This fishing trip to the Mississippi was a real
First, of number of
were clusters of fishermen dotting the river as far as

Then there was the fishing itself. We
I'd never seen ]'u-‘l't‘.h like these twelve fourteen inches and they
were coming so fast we had to up trying to the hooks and
just fished them bare. 1 even two fourteen-inch perch come
out of the same hole at the time. All told, our group caught
around 250 perch. That's a lot of good eating.

clusters of !H"II!‘-]r' 0111 Iifw‘hi!},‘_‘,

eye-opener in many

ways. course, was the people out fishing, There

VOou

perch all day, but

could see.
caught
Lo
glve bail
Saw

sSame

In addition to all these points, I enjoyed watching the fishermen
t]‘.l'l‘liHi'lR‘t‘:‘: ;l:ltl 1‘]""..1"4. I!l"},r tli}lh.ﬁ"ll '\'i.'j_t}l 1!'“' \-\i'{]r.lll']’

{Continued on page 6)
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COUNTY CONSERVATION
ACTIVITIES
Cherokee County

ap-

nroval for the acquisition of 14

CrYeg 01 i1 : im '_i';d' wesl i.’._l:'.ll"\: B
i} LLittle Sioux River at a tlotal
b f 31,000 101 : 1S a nsning

("¢ = daled

Howard County received 1P
proval for the acquisition of on
LI i land as L. gift from the
Riceville Community School Dis-
trict for use as wildlife habital
and shelter area

[.Lee County received approval

for the acquisition of 11 acres ol
land at a cost of 100 per acre
located adjacent to the city of
Keokuk overlooking the Des

Moines and Mississippi rivers for

use as a roadside park, camping,
picnicking, etc
Polk

for the

received
of

i'rrllt}t_"{ ‘Iijl”-“"-*l]

acquisition two acres

of land located adjacent to Jester
Park for a total cost of »48Y
FISH AND GAME
The Chief of Fish and Game
{3 i L repd 't OI I p ogram ol
the Sta ”.._ ; ¢ Laboratol L1

An easemenit Vas rrantecd 1
N acce roadwa) £ Brown
Slough in Laucas Count

The Commission approved a

list fo: Fish and Gamse

ranking

Officer Candidates.

The Commission passed a de-
partmental rule “any individual
who has lived the state con
tinuously for 35U davs shall b
11]H-1I.ti1'1'l'{1 a resident of lowa 1or

the }-Iit'}ni:—ﬂ‘ Of }'rl!!'f']].‘l.-".ll;_ 1 ".[lrl-l']

fishing gmall game hunting, com

'ty N

hined hunting and fishing, and/ol
trapping license

A resolution VAS passed I
questing the Highway Commis-

n to consider marking di
crossings on State Highways

LANDS AND WATERS

' Commission approved {
eligibilit ist for Lands and Wa
t e Conservation Officer candl
(dati

T hi 3tAall wa directed to pre-
DAL appropriate legislation di
rected toward acquiring Federal
Forest Lands in southeastern
lowa

The Commission \pproved 15
(*onoci T8} (‘ontract 101 qlatt
park
| \ repori | 1 | I L pro
posed Ding [Darling Memonrial
Shelter Building in L.al 1) ng
State Park

Approva 1S g1V for requesi
for a permit U and a beach o1
Ingham High Laki

Approval was gEivi for a pel
mit for a bridge Crossing ol High

i 14 in Marion Cour on thi
) Moins Rivel

Approval was given for a bridgs

2} In Scotl Coun

.\{I]'-!-r'x 1l WwWas givern O Lempo
varv road crossing of the Upper
[owa River near Decorah fox high-
wayv construction

Approval was Fgiven for the
clearing of an area in Pilot Knob
State Park for use 1n winter
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|;I.- COoming se 18] L) LI [ .l-“]"!'
fure

POSSIBLE PREDATION
FACTOR

Lt that
fishery workers

interesting

Michigan state

making

Seelns
have been
"E'."“"'!']‘u-.|1iljfi‘_*w 01

known

the

=OIIe
bowfin
fish or grindle)
studies o1

(sometimes
in
northern

as dog-
course of
pike produc-
L1011

John E. Williams and Ray Fitch
of the Michigan Conservation De-
partment of the Hastings warm-
water fishery station,
were credited with being strongly
of the opinion that dogfish exercise
. beneficial influence on fish popu-
This somewhat at vari-

research

1AL1011S. =

ynce with some long-held popular
views. Their studies have broughi
Ol ?lli.-It ‘t”;“.":“ I!'F'I] DI :l..'”'_”'.g

111s.

populate

The latter

warm-waler

often over-

Dues

t'a'_..:_

lakes,
pecially in northern latitudes.

Over-population by bluegills re-

aults in an abundance of bluegills
too small to interest anglers. Ii

y results in a shortage of bass
ATl .["':“ Lps other E'.’I"."r-llt't] sSpe-
cies as well. What's needed to pro-

duce good bluegill fishing is heavy
natural predation on by
h, or arti-

them

larger fish, some means of

ficial control. In this connection,
the presence of dogfish in a lake
may turn out to be a key factor
in producing good fishing.
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THE OFFICIAL RECORD FISH FOR 1962 |

[.as pring ady

the state
hlishing a record list of big I

Lot 11].[1 W NELw ;!,'-I

'|---! 1}!1 !llrllll' (1l

wa fish We }-..'.-i heard |

L& i
mial reports from anglers concerning their cateh vondering i
hev compared with previous reports.

Fiverv vear in the January I1s8sue of the CONSERVATIONIST we s

§ st the record fish for the previous year as vell as the standi
ecord in each pecis All those listed below are al present U
tandineg records for the various fishes, since 1962 was our nrst ¥
t keeping records

For those readers who may have caught fish larger Lhan

records. we remind them that those listed are the only ones that m
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he attested by signatures of two WILNesses Photo of angler and 1
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servation Commission, Fish Records, East Tth and Court Des Moint
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PHEASANTS DURING THE YEAR |
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January—After a weekend Snow appearing. Groups
storm many pheasants are no shooting of hens
found to be starving August—Dry season with
Februarv— Pheasants still starv- young pheasants ].“I“LH!IL:.
ing or dving. Groups agitate I :
- duced bag limit.
March— Conservation Comniission PR

Qeptember— Pheasants now

criticized for not feeding pheas- of strange disease. Groups 4
ants tate for completely ¢losel If
April—Almost all pheasants now son.

starved with the exception of (October—Pheasant season =
several thousands killed on the and enjoys one of its hest
highways November—Conservallon Con

.'"51-1_'-.' shorl
destruction
her

tate

<ion criticized fol

and reduced bag limits

Farmers report serious crop
Nnum-
agi-

fall.

by excessive
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December
ant starvation,
roundly criticized for not

for shooting hens

June-— Farmers report pheasani

hatch [HHJI'L‘HI in history CGrroups ]'“-E'_:" E!:hti,‘{h‘,;l“[:-;_ f,,’r'l]'”-”j'frh"
agitate for short season in fall South Daknta onservalion
Julv-—Pheasants seem to be dis- (jest.
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: COYOTE

t{i‘ Canis latrans
-H.ﬁ Identification: Adults from 44 to

54 inches including tail of 11 to

16 inches long. Weigh 20 to 50
pounds with females smaller
than males. Coyote is about
size of a collie dog. Carries tail
down when running

Range: Throughout lowa

Habitat: May be found anywhere
but prefers irregular terrain
with open areas, brush, and
woodlands interspersed.

Reproduction: One litter born per
year in spring after a gestation
period of 60 to 63 days. Litter
gize of 5 to 10 with usually
about 7 pups. Male helps fe
male rear pups which Ileave
adults in fall to seek their own
home ranges. Some covoles
mate for life

Hfabits: Covotes may either di

den, use a natural der or Aar
; e enlarged hole of another animal
Young Red Fox. as their home. The covote 1S

IOWA MAMMALS

Eldie Mustard
Game Biologist

RED FOX
Vulpes fulva

l itification: Red foxes range in

ngth from 36 to 42 inches
cluding the tail of 13 to 15
ches. Weights vary from 6 to
»  pounds with dog foxes
nales) larger than vixens (fe-
ales). Red foxes can be dis-
nguished from other fox and
wyote by its white-tipped tail

® ge: Throughout Iowa.

7

it Prefers dry, broken
en upland areas with patches
cover, however, may be found
\wwhere in pastures, cornfields
ncerows, draws, and edges of

g
Ar'shy areas

roduction: One litter of 1 to
), usually 4 to 5, pups per year
llowing a gestation period of
hout 52 days Mating occurs
| timarily in January-February
ith young generally born in
i larech or April. Female pre-
l ares den which she may dig or
tean up one previously used by
X or other animals., Ground
NS are most common and may
| 4ve a hole up to 75 feet long.
| heé male feeds the vixen and
) elps care for voung which re-
J ‘ain with parents through sum-
'r while learning to hunt.

Mts: The red fox is almost om-
Vorous in its feeding habits
nd eats a great variety of
imal and vegetable matter
vmong items commonly used are
abbits, hares, mice and other
dents, insects, birds, turtles
nakes, carrion, and fruits
[uch of the poultry comes to
he red fox in the form of dead
I'ds  which have died and

g ‘'mers have thrown in the

il B e

Clds to dispose of them. The
N is nol used extensively in
Ne winter for shelter and the
¢d fox commonly sleeps in the

nearly omnivorous. About three
fourths of its food consists of

rodents and rabbits with the re-

open. The ancient adage, ""Smart
as a Fox,"” probably originales
from the animal's ability to out-
wit dogs and man when pur
sued. The long, flowing tail
is used as a foil when dog foxes

mainder nll'nFH:Hn'li of carrion
and a 1':|?‘iu'!f-,' of ‘.'-.'}_{-.4,.']'.'-[:- Imialt-
ter The covote, because of its
high rate of reproduction,
adaptability, and cunning, con-

tinues to survive despite man's

|];,_'|3’1'| for vixens and is also used
as a cover for warmth when the
animal i1s resting

: , : often erroneous attempts to ex-
Status: One of the most cussed

terminate 1t
and discussed animals in lowa . _
Status: Much sought after by

hunters who derive a great
almost universally by sports amount of recreation in trying
' : rabbil to spot and outwit the coyote
Some animals are trapped with
the coarse fur used primarily
for trimming garments. Coyotes
sometimes conflict with man's
interests and kill small lhive-
stock and poultry. In these In-
stances attempts are usually
made to eliminate the coyote
doing the damage. Widespread
trapping and poisoning have
been used in attempts to ex-
terminate them, but in some
areas ranchers have found that
after the covotes are gone the
rodents, which the coyotes for-
merly used for food and thus
partially controlled, caused
much more damage than the
fox hunter literally sees red covotes. Wholesale efforts to
when someone tells him they |

the red fox has a host of ene-
mies and friends. He 18 blamed

men for low pheasant,
and quail populations even
though studies by game bilolo-
gists have found that the fox
has little effect on established
game populations even when he
uses them extensively for food.
Rather than predation, biologisls
have determined that changing
habitat, lack of cover, repro-
duction failure, or combinations
of these are generally the under-
lving cause of low game popu-
lations. Within recent years
fox hunting with high-powered
rifles has become a major win-
ter sport after other hunting
seasons have closed. The ardent

exterminate coyotes are not
usually in the best public inter-
the vixen and pups because, to est and should not be attempted
the fox hunter, the fox deserves [owa has a continuous open
a much more sporting chance
It is almost a cardinal sin to
shoot a fox in front of fox- GRAY FOX (Tree Fox)
hounds because a live fox can Urocyon cinereoargenteus
again furnish sport and the ex-

have dug up a den and killed

season on covotes.

Identification: Length ranges

ite nt of the chase whereas : s , p
A .f : : from 36 to 44 inches with a 12
a dead fox 1s gone forever

e EYRS St T e S —— to 14 inch tail. Weights vary
Ranios OULDPRARS THRUAL Y, HECU] from 7 to 13 pounds and males
in foxes when populations are dre’ Slehtly: Targer Blackish
e PHH"'I eSS stripe down tail with rusty feet.
tically eliminate all foxes In a '

given area Fox populations,
for their own good, must be Habitat: 3Jrushy, woodland areas.

Range: Throughout Iowa

kept down by hunting and trap- Reproduction: Mating usually oc-

ping. Towa presently has a con- curs in February-March with
tinuous open season. Flox fur, the annual litter of 1 to 7, com-
when fashions dictate, is used monly 4, born after a gestation
for trimming, neck pieces, and period of about 63 days. 'The
JEH.'IU'-LS- den is in a hollow lﬂg or tree

in a rock pile usually in wooded
area, They are cared for by
both parents until weanin
when the male usually leaves
the family. The female stays
with her pups until fall when
they disband
Habits: Presence of the gray

in an area may be unsuspected
due to its nocturnal and rather
solitary habits. The gray fox
is fairly adept at climbing trees
and may do so to escape dogs or
on other occasions. It will also
hide in foliage or even jump
from limb to limb. Due to its
cat-like appearance and its tree-
climbing ability, some amateur
naturalists believe the gray fo:
1Is 4 member of the cat family
This is not true, he is a member
of the dog family, The gray fox

™
i

1S omnivorous as i1s the red fox
but prefers animal matter. Food
items eaten by the gray fox in-
clude rabbits, mice, other
small mammals, grasshoppers
and assorted insects, birds, rep-
tiles, carrion, and fruit and
other vegetable matter. Indi-
viduals often have several den
sites in winter which they use
for rest and sleep

Status: The gray fox is not the
gporting animal that the red fox
is because of its nocturnal hab-
its and the fact that it goes 1o
a den too readily. Trappers are
usually much more successful
in taking the gray fox than are
hunters. Pelts from gray fox
are used for trim and collars.
[owa has a continuous open sea-
son. Although less well known
the gray fox has essentially the
same relationship to man and
his interest as the red fox.

SPEAKING OF
THE WEATHER

In the thin air of the ionosphere
winds have been clocked at 1,100
miles per hour!

The record for twenty-four
hours of rainfall goes to Baquio,
Philippines, on July 14, 1911, with
46 inches of rain.

The largest known meteorite is
in South West Africa; known as
the Hoba West, it weighs 110,000
pounds,

The largest known meteorite in
the United States is on exhibit at
the Hayden Planetarium. It fell
in Oregon and weighs 30,800
pounds

If you think you know what
fluctuating temperatures are like,
you should have been in Rapid
City, South Dakota, January 22,
1943.

6:00 am. —4° 11:45 a.m. 30

9:20 a.m. H4° 2:30 pm. 16
10:30 am. 12° 1:00 p.m. 56
11:00 a.m. HH° 0:00 pm. 8

11:30 a.m. 10°

The largest known single hail-

stone (not an aggregate of many

hailstones) fell July 6, 1928, =at
Potter, Nebraska. [t was 17
inches in circumference and
weighed one and one-half pounds,

-
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WHAT HAPPENS TO PLANTED PINE
AFTER 20 YEARS?

]
rage

C. R. Witmer. Area Forester of becoming a valuable crop. ‘The
One aquestion frequently asked western yellow pind has been
of l'ut]‘.ll.'l‘.i-in'. foresters is, “What heavily atta ked by a needle casl
can I expect in dollar return pel vhich destroys the food produc-
acre from planted pines?’ Most tion of the tree and causes 1L 1O
neople who are considering Ltre legenerate,. The high @ vinfall and
';:'EI'ET-':‘,.?'-":L; are naturally interested hiimidity of this part ol the state
in this aspect is optimum for the grow th of this
Although older pine plantations disease
are not numerous in Iowa, there The remaining three pines Aare
are enough to give us a T:ia'!li!i' of all Uit far from their native hab-
what planted pines will do over at itat with only the white pine be-
least a 20-vear period One such ing native to lowa
['--:-'Eh!.-.T!HT" is on the Shimek Stats Studies were made on a red pine
Forest in southeastern lowa plantation which covers nive acres
planted In 1939 It was planted in 1939 on
Results show that the volume of field of Weller silt loam
[.[q||].i‘.L‘-- !-|---".---! 1N 1654 .'="';-‘! 195K '_"Ti:i- authern exposure
'|'.'!"f.‘.f"'_."*- i ml 1 h thi i treog Werd hand Ili.'!!|1-lr.|,' at
ume ot U 2 ng on tne I ng of 6 6 feet Fhe T
| 1'% i ?' gL '!' |1-I| I _-: .‘.11 1" | i | i | 1 i I||| 1 ||'| .‘I'
1Yhs | 1S eqlia y D2 ton 1 hle to conditions 1 csonithe
1 At the ¢ nt price of $6 nd rood i bite: Her
per Lol L Ul pulpmi ] L 0 exnecled Nhe red DIN
1etern lowa tNe VvVOILms orowin whits nine have hecomi SIECLes
n zZU0 yeal ld eq $312 pel ed extensively for reforestation
Cre’ Ol 1 RRRRE: el ] -‘;]-h"" n Hii 12t ten CArs
per acr ' his e ber, was ol N ot knowing thi ]ut.‘.’u-]' 10
land that was not feasible 10 US€ ,yoq pine when the plantings wer:
any longer ior row Crops started or the time reguired to Tufted Titmouse.

made H]li‘:.-.:l;-T.:n'r‘ui-:;;I_Ti-lq.-lrl.t".'f1”.}1.:'1-". reach ‘maturity; it wad gecidec to OUTDOOR FUN e e ] i!{lliiilt-t:hl:,

establish test plots in the planting feeling that this is nol

area Normally, a thinning sys- lNDOORS ural.

heen abandoned because of low

i"lt'-nrillj.lg',,‘.;?.?-' .}_Im;‘i ]:~:I“.H--.."-,]|r-_-' :,\-,-1',5-. tem is adapted so production will o e = - | -
|..1n’r[-1l namely: red, jack, white be eeared to a specific oroduct ‘:.nn} venaer There vou go A blue jay h
and western vyellow pines The The testing ‘.=f'\'.-i'|--|1.‘ AR wn‘-'[ o “Hev. Coff, what say we ‘:_‘..u discovered the program and B
}l]]li'--«'_ u-..t*'}-t. i'.'!!' the western vel g 1o ,:.;“r.l ;i|:g1|'rh-r 8] thinning (111 and Ill"a' 1O | ir'e Up o 'I—H.\I.' HHIH a little ‘-'H!'Hl"!']}t"‘] L-lihl‘llT that :-1(1'.1
low. have all shown great promis A e e JEHES S gfternoon.” (It's —8 ] the wind is pe] getting all the goodies Hi
blowing and snow is forecast.) bug that squirrel until it decit

LOOkinl 'FOF d Home ..‘fh"“hh{"r'! _”it'::“_ .ll_[‘_'; !“.” 1”_‘?'1.." it'’s had enough and leaves.
With some people clucking over their hird feeders. it seems only Look in your billfold; H“I.h.:‘ £ There he goes and look
appropriate i’- Tr..':- time 0Ol v to take a gander at those pel =:i.~11l'-; fishing; 1 rl.lb“ LIHJIl, a hunting - the «:.]r'H'M‘..‘-‘-':. !].“.1'{I worry abi
ST e e e ] ' _ 5 ST oot oe e oo CONEE vou're what's known as a > “F U e
'L.i!|ll"'- .‘!"“.' ’I'I:]Iu_ Ir':.l-.l-: . :'ELI'IL.'.. ‘,-I-l._! |-]r'i'..- - i ‘:'.u..;glj_l:v i;.I-,‘II:::?l--‘:':‘;L:.!;I,:T.::-Ir{::f._.,- FI‘I”:I{!”J” v - (It's much _.H.!EIPTI to \ !]1__‘,.I.“|.,:. t:.'.l;t,?\' I.‘!- < & :-:-1].“.‘1.] .Tl;]n.. Tr
: : e _ L e - : - I : : IINE  &it here with feet on coffee table always find feed first and atts
these wintbi !- 5.-_= nths building bird nouses 10 PASS the timd reading thIIHI{_:h the catalog and the other birds in the ]'lt"l.:.'.’h.r*
1t least thos ‘ I'i iterested in letting =;;u1>|-'|=!‘.-' elsi I:.'l]':ﬂ the ”HH'-, fromiJast SUMMMELS “H!HIH?’. | “Hh,l.l'l-!i!.;‘;‘ \l:n?'t{"-" how ‘”H_\. fig
trouble of setting up housekeeping for them | = “You say that .Il:‘..:i'ﬂ now youre - SR : I.-I* ', ;
| el R e e S i interested in having your outdoor among themselves even thol

fun indoors? All right, I'll be there's more feed than they 6

= et ever handle
right over

Entrance Height _{“”"t””r fun indoors? How so? Wateh that nuthatch thal
| Entrance | Above Above It's easy; come on down to theé jgnded. He'll take a sunflo
Floor | Depth | Diameter Floor | Ground basement and we'll get started. seed and hide it in the bark
Species in Inches|in Inches| in Inches | in Inches | in Feet We'll knock a bird feeder to- g tree close by, He tries to €4
- gether and you can sit inside, look away as much as he can t0
tlouse wren x4 =7 ‘ iy | 319x5)% o=10 out the window, and watch the jater. Chickadees will do the &

| Center of

l"-nru|ir|| WIeH, | o ' K - - :
Jowick's wren | 4xd | o7 | 14— | 31451 5-10 RIS, g tol Leed.: , thing
Protl , SR e . 2 10 i | s IL.et's take that piece of ply- ) _
rothonotary warblel x4 L1 | | 0=3 D) ; : If you rig up some wide-l
Chickado = 210 T . f_8 = 15 wood vou've got there and put a 1J_H o] et
i L4 : s & . . -, * = s ; : < a 5 ‘L‘
Nuthatch little fence around it to keep the h'”':x?'”k {;'1 1 I&m tr" s S
- : m 0 attract woodpeth
Downv woodpecker. feed from blowing off. 'hen Pl‘litlt 1T.i }{.11 | i; . .1. | ,i'"d] .
Uitmic | 44 10 | 1 %4 b8 15 we'll tack it to the window sill, I_ 16 [QOWRY, LYy oy
Bluebird | 4 Tt LA o] ) g wer cpe . Limes the ]'l'i.‘].'ll.t"llliL'ii ""-‘"-"“lnnt
. throw in some sunflower seed an : licke how
,l xose - | : . == small grain from the hardware are VISILOTS. ) Flie "‘:'I“ =
Cr | r : i~ ’ =20 store and watch for the birds many times I1or Silt
thirogted LT hxit w-11) 2y % 5-15 The south side of the house 18 Some fruit ]‘Iiii“t"d on the fet
Hairy woodpecker | best. It's sheltered from the wind, i) attract the cedar waxwi
LrOlcle] rontedc . : in the sunshine, and close to those Thev're roamers and may
v Ty g (1 i B iy i i i S — = ‘ J
Red-headed e St 1744 -1z n—2l honeysuckle bushes 'he birds yisit your feeder a couple of U
wood - 1R_18 i (914 19-9() hke some bushes or shrubs next 11Tll'if'iﬂ- the winter
W ' " = to the feeder tor [u'nlurlmn and a
Flhickers, | : r » : sardir
saw-whet owls 7o T 1G— R - 1914 1920 place to perch. [f we put 1l right You can expect to see €4
Sereech owl i == outside the window it will be high chickadees, nuthatch, ‘u'x'“l‘ld!‘l‘
Sparrow hawl %x10) a1 o4 0-12 12—24) enough to discourage cats and ers, brown creepers, blue J
Martin Ox! () 2% 214 15-25 dogs. cedar waxwings, evening &
Finished? Then let’s go inside beaks, goldfinches, slate-col
and see what happens juncos, ftree SPArrows, and

5

Well there's your first custom- course the pigeon, English
*Or may usg rectanguiar : inch high, three inches long Woodpeckers, owls, y ] a1 a3
i - ! i on er—a squirrel. Notice how he row, and starling.

BDAITOW hawiE rl.‘L'['l.j WO INChE woOd cningd o sAwWdus . Hoor
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Downy Woodpeckers,

Slate-Colored Junco. Black-Capped Chickadee.

. and Sparrowsl
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1 e |

nd the mechanics ot 1 -fishing
: 3
!‘:I]'U I'?'* weather "-IE 15 O LI I

Denn Oon LIt L vert (IYress i
§t !E i Vil |
L I-In__- .-I- 1S +Il1_ I-Ir”.-, F i .
Waliili in : U

VAT onter clothing ind  insu
| » F
latedl aIelel T 11 ol '[
although they usually 171 {1 :
L . - i -\i-. } Ir "5 7 l

vhern tne fish WwWerl really DILiilE

There wert "-"'"'..'t]:'l‘i '~'-:H-Hﬁit-,l'i-_~ 1
|_|

shelters of some kind or another
although the traditional ice shan
tv was not commorn. Little pop

tents or even corrugated cardboard

sorved to shelter the fisherman

Iii'.-"en'l WATITers 01 little SLOVH

helped keep the angler wari and }

i fortabl [
'hert ere  SoO1 eve-catol g

ries for geltting 4l rinncl. on tl i

One tfello had a pan truck wil |

chall n U tires. Inside he h I_

L. Dlact 1O 11 11l fic) 01l ith :

back, a stove for I ng coff

ind for adding a httie n¢ th

: I o
Digeing throug! i oo Al BT

[ITINE itl reeillal ;I'. 101 i [

chisel SO 15600 in 1 2el t ha

worked like an OVEISiat Dracs Good ice transpartation. Those doors are open for an obvious reason—to get through quickly if the car breaks through the &

Others went further and mounted

| [

motor on their augers to dril

through the ice In Jig time

Northerns, walleye, bass, and a mﬂuﬂ,_.,,. P N A B
host of panfish are all caught reg- E -

ularlvy through the ice, The fishing

regulations for the MissisSsippl
and other boundary waters alrs
liberal There is a continuou
open season on all fish which eI
10 , season in the state. Thel
ire no catch or possessi I mit
except o1 irgemouth and 1]
moiith b catch 10 1L 818
ession at 2Zu valleve and saugel
catch 10 with possession at <U
and northern catech. 5 with Pos
.egsion af 10. There are loLs Ol
fish—an understatemendt when you

watch the numbers of nsh taken
through the ice and then during

the following summel

Called by many the “world’s
greatest fishin’ hole,™ the Missis
sippi River is certainly a producer
Catching a mess of fish through
the ice is real fishing, real sport

and real eating. The taste of ™
those perch is still fresh 1n mind, : _ ki
<o it's back again this winter for How's this for comfort? Complete with a little stove for coffee  This home-made ''spudder'’ takes the muscle out of m
: L3 B agest L St 1A LOT and heat, this outfit offers good protection many holes for fishing.
some of that fine ice-fishing, Mis-

sippi style

J_ L “TT [ !f 1;: 11l !’- ‘F"‘. . | T 1 i
1111 15 i 1 A :‘.‘Jrl._, Dird Irl Al I
tivitv, this bird has been Known ;
to SUrvivi long as elghty yeal

A frog's tongue 1s 1 1stened to

the front of his mouth. This odd
ity gives him the advantage i

added length.

The red fox eats small amounts
of grass quite regularly [t 18 also

fond of fruits neluding hlaclk

berries, I':!:-l}ﬂn rries strawberries,
ervice berries, DbDIUCDErTIES, vild

cherries, apples and persimmons

Photos by Jim Sherm

Some fellows bring along all the comforts of home when they head onto the lce.
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U Smokey Bear's suit is

fvn

Carol Buckmann
familiar with nature
responsibilities

ng and
@ slanding the
B d preserving our natural en-

i ment are imperative before

8 1¢ becomes deeply concerned
8 conservation. Becoming ac-
M ted with the world around

# mes through education, for
o ance of

@ ;/ responsible

laws is di-
thelir vi-

nature's
for
s 1.

e way to become familiar
@ Iowa's wild animals is a trip
N ¢ Wildlife Research and Ex-
i Station near Boone, At the
e it area, all the wild
i 'ame birds native to lowa are
W isplay. Paid
&=  fees, this newly
B in had its official

1961

welcome Lo

animals
?w'[!]l"l:'\' from li-
!'l'[]il}iii'll'li
II'IH']HH!":.',' i1
M pring of

itors are browse

§ 10 am. until sunset, April
M gh November Guides are
W to answer questions and
i can be arranged for var-

M ocroups
i1 t!.-l'

il -lunter

upon request,
educational

safety

facility 1s
Program. A
between
and

X rative igreement
Commission
tifie Association,
provides firearm
ng to all interested people,
IS no charge for the in-
ion, This service is provided
portsmen and other civic-
«d individuals strictly on a
B tary basis.
B nter Safety teaches safe han-

8 Conservation
W National
Ml program

W of firearms and archery
4% ment, safe hunting practices,
& ct of game laws and pro-
8% s pgood outdoor manners.

48 s or groups are usually or-
. od as a civie or community
& Ly by public-spirited clubs
™ clividuals.

al conservation officers are
88 ¢y men in their respective
88 ories and help arrange for

"8 led instructors to present in-

minimum of four
Many schools arrange for
faining as an extra-curricu-

(ion Iin a

W8 ' club activity.

mg the line of fire preven-
pro-

. o firemen

volunteer

lowa schools upon
®8 uled notice. The school fire
W ntion program is handled by
o Hremen, the fire prevention
W8 “er or the district forester of
‘hi bnservation Commission. This
W 'Am is seasonal and for most
ﬂ_’ 8’ scheduled
int

local
15¢ in

ik

purposes 1t is
fall and winter.
iU district
_‘5 restry merit
= nd also
|- .
iy

foresters
badge examin-
conduct and
programs at various scout
Other wyouth group camps.
late forest nursery at Ames
Wil “h to the public week days
wﬂ‘f““npﬁ wishing to visit the
m"'.‘f should make prior ar-
g 'Neénts with the nursery su-

Lendent, 1'
Wdl * Holt State

Of Boone, is

serve

forest

north-
a stu-

Forest,
used as

IOWA

L L e — ! -

School children on tour form a

dent training area by the Forestry
Department of Iowa State Univer-
sity. It is anticipated that students
of the Forest Department will be

using new facilities such as a 100
foot fire tower and lumber stor
age sheds in conjunction with

forestry education

At various saw mill
once yearly a saw mill operation
school is held by the State Kxten-
with

locations

sion Forester in conjunction

the District Forester of the Con-
servation Commission. Forestry
field davs are held periodically
with the Iowa Forestry Industry,
American Forest Products Indus-
tries and Conservation Commis-

sion Forestry Section cooperating

County Agricultural tours are

carried on to show conservation
practices on crop land, pasture
land and forest Iland.

District foresters provide films
from the commission library to
schools upon request and give
talks on career days. There are

125 films in the library relating to
various phases of conservation
with current listings being avail-
able from the Public Relations
Section. Persons ordering
discuss their program with local
conservation officers who obtain
the appropriate film or films.

films

Along the parks line, at the
Ledges State Park, self-guiding
nature trails are set up with
markers at different plant wvari-
eties to aid identification. Wau-
bonsie and Fort Defiance have
pamphlets with numbers on the

trail corresponding with the plants

For organized groups such as
scouts, group camps in
brook, Dolliver and Ahquabi state
parks are available by reservation
through the park officer. Park offi-
cers conduct nature tours and
studies in most of the parks on re-
quest.

Spring-

Of historieal interest, there are

the prairie areas. Other historical

CONSERVATIONIST

CONSERVATION NEEDS EDUC

ATION
i

‘hﬂ

regular part of the program,

AtKkinson

first

Fort
Iowa's
Abby Sharp

]1-|TJ'\. al'ceas 'I]{']T.'l‘lq'
Plum

lerritorial

(GGrove, home of

Fovernor,;

(fabin, site of the Spirit Lake Mas-
sacre: the mill-site at Lennon
Mills: restored mill at Wild Cat
Den

At the Spirit Lake Hatchery,
scheduled groups get a briefing iIn
the conference room with slides
and a short discussion on how the
hatchery fits into the whole recre-

ational picture, Then the group
goes through the hatchery and

ears a talk tieing the fish hatch-
ery program into the broad field of
and the part it con-
the state’'s conserva-

Although the pri-
emphasis is on fisheries
fish and management
included

conservation
iributes to

tion picture
many
th‘l:*lﬁ' Fane

al e .'i].'-'i

Such a tour program was 1rst
al the Spirit Lake Hatch-
erv since there facilities
slides but it's being expanded to in-
clude all the main hatchery instal-

lations.

Another educational
the CONSERVATIONIST

started

are for

feature is
magazine

available for one dollar for 24
monthly issues. It's sent free of
charge to schools, state officials

and county boards of education
and other states in exchange for
thelr magazine

The Public Relations Section

distributes over T0 wvarious
phlets
phases of
Many are
as fteaching aids. News releases
are week to radio and
TV stations as well as newspapers
while officers and other employees
are availlable for public speaking.

pam-
relating to
upon re-
used by

and folders
conservation
quest. schools

sent each

A traveling wildlife exhibit has
been touring lowa since 1948 and
15 seen by about 300,000 people
each year. The recently remod-
eled truck starts out in May visit-
until summer dismis-
During the summer months,

ing schools

sal.

["'-’.'"!--

the exhibit is shown at fairs, cele-

brations and other events

Live mammals, birds, fish, rep-
tiles and other animals are in-
cluded in the exhibit When 1in
use, panels on the sides of the

trailer are raised so the animals

mav be seen and shaded. Stats
conservation officers are with the
exhibit to answer questions and

tlistribute literature concerning

[owa's recreational opportunities
Other

_x.:|m]'1 g shows

and

State

include fairs
the Towa

exhibits
and
Fair

Each summer, three hours of on-
campus or undergraduate credit
mayv be the
Conservation Camp held at Spring-

earned at Teachers

brook State Park group camp or

six hours of credit earned

by staving Six

may e
weeks for both

three-week courses. Sponsored by

State Conservation Commis-

lt‘j"
S0
the ]’*-;r.!T'||:|-r'.!1'- of Publi

State College of Iowa and

Instrue-
R g = 3 ¥ ; 'I,.,
1S offered to teach-

tion, the

camp
ers or college students planning to

teach after graduation.
three-week

;t[hprn‘-;i.Itle'!Tt'l*n.'

During one course,

students travel

1.000 miles to wvarious areas to
view conservation in action. Much
of the work done is in the field
where students learn from direct
experiences guided by able re-

source people

The total cost is 3104.64 for
undergraduates and $110.64 for

graduates with scholarships avail-
many teachers
and students

able In counties to

wishing to attend
In order to gain a full appreci-
ation of conservation, it 1S 1mpor-
tant to understand its principles
Acquiring this understanding first-
hand is the key to the broad
concepts in this field of conserva-

tion

The record for rainfall in a
single minute was set at Union-
ville, Maryland, on July 4, 1%56
with 1.23 inches of rain.

The lowest temperature ever

recorded comes from both Oimekon
and Verkovansk in Russia—a
minus 90 degrees

avalanches have

H["'l'[lf“; up to 300

slides or
clocked at
per hour,

SILOW
been
miles

snow fell
Paradise
in Mt. Rainier
Washington

More
during
ranger
National

than 83 feet of
one season at
station

Park

The highest temperature ever
recorded comes from Azizia, Tri-

politania, North Africa—136 de-

i s 1
Ly Ly Al
grees:

The longest dry spell in the
United States was at Bagdad,
California, from 1912-14 with 767

consecutive days with no drop of
rain,

After she gives birth to a litter
of rabbits, the mother cottontail
spends most of her time a short
distance from the nest, returning
only to feed her young.
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WHAT HAPPENS—
FUR { Comntinued {rom Pag |

4k - =1 | 55 ] g 1 i1
|"'.l\’nl H. lh.,“”h‘”” el oms L S f b eltel! |

u _'._'"'L'"T}t .".l']'t I-!cniw{'hﬂ !'.5|;.-1|J.

Mai th nly Warm-blogued In 1954, when the itrees Were
reature: Ahal LIRS b0 " vears old, five one-quarter &
reezing temperatures withoul plots were established. Four pi
rowing h own coat Of UL were to be thinned and the |

feathers Far back in prenistort retanined as a check plot |
times he learned to live in regicy various extremes of thinningsw
ith cold winters b VIAppiie initiated as follows: removig

himself in the skins of animals
Strictly speaking, we do not en
dure the cold Like the EsKimo
inside his suit of fur, we really
live in a small tropical climate
that we carry around with us

Mammals are commonly coveri d

l
Lt l.'= !.'.I'EI, '1::;' "OWW -1|_|"',"[|, ]'ix'.-l'.l Ti

friend as they were driving, "You

ternate rows of trees, Tremoy
every fourth row, selecting in
for removal by stem Spacing; §
lecting trees for removal by CrORE gm
spacing. Adfter this first cutii
was made the remaining U
were pruned to optimum helg!

L=
[ =]

L

with two types of hair, a thick The primary product obtained
oft underfur and a layer Of ‘he 1954 thinnings was fence pl
longer, coarser guard hair which which were treated for use onis
Orms a protec e outer coat. Al state forest
rapped among the fibers of th In 1958 when the plantationW
lense underfur insulates th 0 20 vears old, a .ﬁ't'.iuﬂr! Lhonne
LT0] vinter cold and holds the was made and again data
ody heat. For example, the AT height. diameter, spacing, U8
: ' : | adadis per plot, value of products =
rreeniand 1Ceca) LLE it 60 A insects and disease present Wa
grees belo ero Fahrenheil th - I S 5 ’ recorded as in 1954. The pié
Ut Afschnpits Titemis e HE GOT Hls DEER' vere again treated DY vari
11 " thinning methods and the prims
The guard hair is somewhat oily Denny Rehder nroduct removed was pulpwis
ind readily sheds wate: In our deer countrv with timber or other Selected good quality trees W8
local muskrat, mink and beaver Ohvions cover close by, it pays to slow pruned to one full 16 foot 10§
which swim long distances under yegjdents Jown and exercise some caution, Cail be assumed from current i
waler, 1_-.1.,'..-7_] under ice in winter, other publi institutions have been Some areas are well-known as that this ij.l-:”-:};-lqi”” is just reas
the underfur and skin remain mighty deer crossings and it only seems ing its stage of most rapid grf:,ml
warm and dry Animals living n .t.'.-. s S imber O 'I;]irill'1|]l aatonl o i“-. e -.‘.L-h.-'n CTOSS- Studies and }.'|.-}d.~4 records will
warm climates have mostly guard motorists ine one of these favorite runs. continued as periodic cutsss
hair with scant underfur. ‘The op < et : e : _ made in the stand until one @
posite is the case In cold climates But, dont !:,”H. the ‘atiltuds o rotation has been reached
Our woodchucks and :;_:_1||-;Ti.‘; Uil one persol wihno remarked to Aa This area has done much i

vears it has been established. ¥

1€
rost 1ind nd b T cold-blood ed neverl se deer in this couniry it ared Ll‘lhl!'{-.h!!li'ti nas been !Irt”r”

ring  the er months. need cover to crop productivity, because S EREE |

& & 2 " # Ao I He lll!n-".-" less than ';'._"- *l" l.lb!].l.'.‘“ .'l.uil‘-.' trees are a crop The :-..:'l!.].t r)

garse hail \Tiilllli!u before he hit one Auto kills have heen I'-!"._ﬂ_t‘l‘tt*il and fertility -

A mammal's hair grows ' been reported from every county u,.q¢ g wildlife habital has b @’

A ) mml's liate ‘Eroy Lo - '.'!}- st ot l-:;]:.ﬂnh__-{]]_g-t!. .'_':nl]u d ilt'ii”!lf!” _'ii-"-.’ I_,'j
nce each vea Among the con I heard a fellow say he still can of pines 1S present for all 1% l" / I
mercial fur-bearers which are hear the sound O] folding metal on the drive from Farminglol & .-'

trapped or reared on fur farms
for their valuable skins there 1s a
season when their fur is at 1s
best. The shedding of the under-
fur begins in spring and continues
thoughout the summer. At this
same time, the old guard hairs
gradually drop out and are re
placed by new ones, giving a thin,
gsleek summer coat. With the on-
set of cold weather, the new un-
derfur develops and the pigmen|
granules stored in each hair rootl
migrate up into the hair shaft.
When the underfur is fully grown,
the guard hair stands on end, the

rutting seasol
are early morn-
evening

really a lot you can
meeting
They many times
roadway

wandering deer
directly
making
virtually impossible to avoid a col-
driving known
farther
learned
hours of artificial illumination per

and shattering glass 1rom the time
he met a deer in northeasl [owa.
“Tt's frightening; 1 nevel fail to
remember the sound of that im-
pact when I get 1nto the car to
take a trip.”’

[f you do hil a deer, notify a
Conservation Officer to remove
the deer. It is unlawful to trans-
port the deer vourself, except Lo
get it to the side of the road if
it’s blocking tratfic

sought most of all Their fur
made the felt for the tall beaver
hats so popular both here and

Fort Madison on Iowa Hight B/
No. 2.

This is only one stand, but th 8 v
gl

ing in lowa which will follow & B/
ilar management systems. lny
cent vyears, Christmas Lrees ],l
hecome an early product 4
market did not exist when ' f
red pine plantation Was es| .
lished.

Your Commission foresters
available to give free advice
assistance to landowners who
terested in tree planting Of 1l
acing their timberlands.

i
J
f

are many plantations now

pelt is said to be prime and ready abroad. Chicago got 1Ls start as = : .8
SRR 1:;"1‘.'!:":""1' ..-'5.1.'. of the hairs around a fur-trading post because the Frogs and toads use their K
ire now dead and from this time hite, even portage at this point was a con- to help them swallow. Thé ¢
on the fur begins to fade and necting link between the Greal balls are pulled down and the ' i
SXoA et bt played a long and fasci- Lakes-St. Lawrence waler route

'ne big brown snowshoe hare

part in human history.

and the rivers thal stretch wesl-

forced on down the throat. %
1
F

= B
The cries made by bats U

vhich we sometimes see Ol Our mention ornament ward to and beyond the Missis- ' liel ibrate 0
5 T=T i) - r L

LLITITE] vacations in northern seems to be the description of the sippi E_H't_ _tht'm m_ thght “~J ‘ a K

Wisconsin or Michigan grows a protective COVEriings of the “holy = 50,000 cycles per second, tar =

- . 2 : B : The s e travels r Qi - 3 - 3 an\r, .

white furrv coat in autumn, then portable rhe snowflea travels by using the range Ol the human eat. &

changes back to a brown one In

the spring Likewise, in fall, a

few oOf owm easels turn from
brown LO whits 1'I£l'l'l|l for the

' Hl'ih'i'l
Testament.

More than gold, timber
nil, the demand

Exodus

his tail as a springboard. He
bends his body then suddenly lets
go, catapulting himsell aloft.

The wandering albatross has the

The flying squirrel doesn't #
but glides. Glides of up t0

§ o i
feet have been recorded r

I

i,l-lq'll K !]Fl"- of T.h'_'." rF‘H"H 1‘1!‘]] ' |'|1|g'“|['|_:_=" 'I_IF'fl |'i1- 'E_l}L- ]H‘li,_‘._{'fﬁi. ]}L” [1:'1]']‘“1,&'p:;'| U-"i.rlg Uf "l"']-”c ﬂveragi‘l WI_‘jf.’,'lll l'“_if 4 E:
skins are sold as ermin Farther interior American any bird, His wingspread meas- growln buffalo bull is around &

north, all of them turn white al il

continent Beaver

ures eleven feet four inches.

pounds. o
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