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IRACKDOWN ON IOWA ILDLIFE

Denny Kehder
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Erowing on the poorer class the elm-ash-cottonwood timber {Continued on page 14) (Continued on page 10)
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MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION

CIRCULATION THIS ISSUE 20,500

COMMISSION MINUTES

Travel was authorized for tw
people to attend Agquatic Weed
Control Society meeting in Chicago
February 13-14

Travel

WaE authorized fo

people to attend the Great Lakes
Park Training Institute at Angola
Indiana, February 19-23

YL .
l-'ll“i' }”"’T"”' wWere

authorized to
attend the State F
Milwaukee in January
A report was given on the possi
bility of future acquisition of lak
shore property on Clear Lake
The met with M

Baer of the Board of Control to

oresters Meeting

Commission

discuss the construction of a

amp on the Yellow

—
e

manent prison
River Area

WATERS

The Commission

Altorney General's

asked for an
opinion as to

rtain sand and

areas on the Cedar River in

the -l'.','?:+':f‘.-'}'i'i1 of ce

Commission instructed that
to Washington, D
(2 UL B, Coast Guard Public Hear-
ing, informing new
boating laws.

A request
construction

ijl_" ‘\-.l‘f'l_"

a lette:

them of our

was approved for a
permit allowing a
Sportsman’s Club to clean behind
a low head dam on the Turkev
River, |

COUNTY CONSERVATION
BOARDS

Grundy County received approv-
al for the acquisition of one acre
for $200 for use as a school arbore-
tum called the Meester Area

Wright C
al for the

ounty received approv-
acquisition of .54 acre
L0 be called the Eldridge Park as
a gitt located on the

of Lake C
nic area

southwest side

rnelia for use as a pic

"h‘l.[”_:]]l ;'-Ili:_r”.,\', received Approv-
the acquisition of 12 acre
t}}? f-fl.“ of an area cal :
Park to be used a hool e

forest

al for

Wright County received approval

for the management of Trov Road
gide
one-half mile
(Grove.
Hancock

Countv Wolel i

j;].]‘if on H 1YV Gt 1 1T anda

| tongues of birds

THINGS YOU
MAY NOT KNOW

'he throat
equipped with wvalves

and ears of the
i".'.l"-.l.'l Hnre

which voluntarily close when thi

and open when

A female iy |
bpatch of eges In less than a week
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The raccoon's Latin name, L
tor, means the “washer.” The an
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shore

33,900 to be used as a ch
county forest and outdoor class
room

Mills County received approval
for development plan for the Emer
son Roadside Park located thre

miles west of Emerson on His
4.

Cedar County received Approy il
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TRACRDOWN —

for a revised development plan foi vont d 1
Massillon Park in that county tox will sit up oz 1 1egS Jus\
Jackson County received approv- | like a dog begging for food
al for a development plan for [t's a lot of fun ne winter
Horseshoe Pond Area to be used as | B0 Wwhere you kKnow (thel
a service headquarters, a winter | Razeinu Here you might find the
sports area and picnicking. rack : vhite-footed n
Approval was given for a man- These mice will sometimi grathel
agement agreement with Black |8 gallon of hazeinuts n it
Hawk County for the Childs Ac-|In the snow. If you track the mouse
cess Area on the 1'!.'!."-_|[-_4_.|-]1;-.“.;~'_‘»- 1 may bring home i acl i
River for use as a fishing l.l- cess | hazelnuts. Granted this is the lazy
area and other development | way of gathering nuts, but it fun.
The Commission refused to trans Pheasants and quail in show
fer by deed the Del Rio Ac ess | you a few tricks too. Have you
Area to Polk County which now is | ever seen a pheasant run pell-mell
managing that area right into a snowdrift? Thev'll do
PARKS it and so will quail. People who

An option
2000 for the

was approved for
I”H'iil-’iﬁn' of an ac-
to Lizard Lake in Poca-
hontas County.

cess road

The Commission met with a dele-
gation from Delhit which requested
fill dirt for the school district to be
taken from lands adjacent to Sil-
ver Lake and approval
tor the project with the stipulation
that top soil should be returned to

the area,

VAS gFlven

Three options for land purchase
on the Anita area in Cass
County were approved for 80 acres
for $8,000, 40 acres for $£5.000 and

L.ake

() a1 for $14 000
FORESTRY
Fhe Commission accepted a gift

of Iive acres of land adjacent

Cedar Creek Unit of the
phens Forest Area from James
the condition that the

would not be pro

| think that snow

to |

cover immediately
cuts pheasants and quail from their
food sSupply

these birds closely.

have never watched
['ve seen pheas-

ants land in a corn field, with many

of the birds disappearing from
View In a few moments there
would be a flurry of snow and ouf

would pop a pheasant. I've also
| pheasants have
18 inches down 1n the

spilled

"‘-"E.gl ;'l-“-"."._' I\.H.:;rlll'
dug an area
1.i||!'|-]'|

snow where corn has

during the harvest
Many times you will be following
a mouse track to find it end unde:
the wing hawk or owl
that found a winter meal
Tracking i1s a year-
In the winter, the snow makes it
very easy to pick up small mammal
tracks you normally
but in the summer you have

marks of a

lllij_",l'i

SOl
i

would IMIss,
tracks
of larger animals that are rarely
winter.
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Along rivers-
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In woodlands and ope f
vou can find fox track
hipmunks, rabbits, squirrs
i
ind shrews. )
Deer tracks are easily sei J
don't get fooled l've heal i
]
ows tell of following tracks |
knowing if they were deer or 0 @
1 - f "
until the tracks showed the ant i
i,,l 'r',|'1 T .'I‘I 111 s 1 | ik L1l !
OUNALn &
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ke manneil
The 'possum track might ¢t

luniess you

unusual thumb on the | &

enenl el

}.'..:;
for the
feet. This thumb helps a 'po

orasp tree branches when 4
N
The weasel can give you Lro 8

in the snow. because Wwher§
bounds the rear feet will

land in the impression made by 8
front feet showing only one =
of imprints per bound .

L]

Some people make plaste

Paris casts of the tracks the) :

If yi#
inyveterawLe 1_‘||j]:-l
i B

and start a collection
one of those
(like me!) you might enjoy
that I'm
[ ma)
do it. |

track
I_li'\"u,;l i-“;
I

before

I have one
ing to cast In
many years
waiting for the day 1 can
| 1 certain

i

home a cast ol
from northeast Iowa

bhear!

made

1|

The polar bear is a pow L
swimmer and has been seen s'#
ming in the Arctic seas miles

land. t
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WINTER BLOSSOMS AND VAGABOND SEEDS
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shrub evidently

e care for the competitio
es, lilies and othel Immes!
= ind fall beauties. In Lhe
B and below zZero weather. when
er self-respecting planis ari
® 2, this non-conformisf n

N loom.
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plants, it occurs mostl)

M ing
soputhern part of the
snil along the
with black

I1 [1[" I.'

"|-:|"' L1
banks of

and

M 1S 0l white

11l species, these tall shrul
@ four flowers in short clusters
L3 lear peta \nd n i
B ar sepals. There are five spe-
8 f Haomamelhidacede cientifi
B vitch hazel n the United
B < although another wvariet
& ! 1 L1y repot i sl
I iSL stal contain W [

dense Dl nd lm
= 3. The ot!l ; -
B -.1'-.‘ | ] i L L L ".1.

] tn tl 111t ety., Haon
- : Hicinia. whicl rOWS 111
fnp rith bhyroadl { laany
iE ining several rounded teeth
1N 'Ol base The pel 11s aj
g '-."fll*"'."'-.' (il m xed vith red
¥ ding to three-fourths inch
¥ sepals within the tlower al

11]|'.-|'I_-_

when

hrown It
':fl]ll': LD xli'\‘r_'r]liar'[

) iter variety, Hamamelis ver
B tak ts cue to continu
u I'l.i _-]'!1-] LoD :"-T !!:h
winter blooming shrul
- tOo over nine e Its leavi
- 1 but have notched o1

R 1ed edees end at the m

Ml caf where the leaf begins to
Ew to a rounded basi The
B red sepals contrasting to ths

B light
ge

'Fn-'. als

grand finale of this wintery
comes with the witch hazel's
expulsion. Similar to a Fourth
y celebration, the witch hazel
out with a bang. When the
B . show is over. 1t "?-:I'u'l.‘w' its

W 1 hard seeds like bullets from

B (o],

to a plant's advani

its seeds carried fa

age 10

18| and wide
M ek new situations and environ
M = in aorder to

n the ecologic economy

strengthen 1t
Here
H inending struggle for existence
and the competition for
light ind food is always

M -nf

ne plants like the riverweeds,

W near

and irises
LB l':-'.Iu-l their seeds into the
The

vater

veeds living

seedy carried

left

shores

are
along

'l|l‘1.'
and muddy
I5Lream
some cases, plants cast seed:
H lakeside mud of marshes where
birds such the herons
| Ditterns pick them up when

ing as

.--_: L {ing in the mud which cakes on

feet and legs. The mud Iis

Hickor
gathered by squirrels are buried in
widely separated caches for future
These little fellows often
forget or don't use all they hoard,

~walnuts and acorns

= ¥ v
2d5LS

the uneaten nut sprouts and a tree
begins to grow in a new locality
Squirrels and other nut-storing
animals will bury nuts at distances
from the source equal i
the diameter of the crown. In
this way, the new tree does not
terfere with the parent tree growth

to at least
ree

i1 -

nor does the parent tree cut light
from the younger.

Still other plants have different
means of distribution. Thou

sands of seeds rely on wings

seed
a5 a
means for dispersal, such as
and These

fall of seeds enabling the wind

maples
slow the
Lo
carry them a considerable distance
Silken parachutes carry dandelion
cottonwood and milkweed
seeds for miles. These invade New
York City every vear from the cat-
tail marshes of New Jersey;
nessmen and stenographers
amazed by these
vaders.

Beggarlice and

have backwardly placed prongs on

F‘II]']‘C. ‘.t'irt;_'_-.

cattail,

Dils]
are
mysterious in

spanishneedles

ol 4 jr—— -
&
Mo
-
-
o
o) L
y —
L]
1 r
' ‘,
‘-"‘.
L fak .
b M t"
|I"' ]
4:_: "
.-f-r \
¥ -
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Witch Harel Blossoms
vashed off theil L 1 yme other their seeds like little pitchforks
pDond : 1}-1 mria unconsi .|:||_E..‘- Asg -iil_‘f"-'-" .i';”"..'\ = :\l,_-i!,l j'!r"'!'“'“.']_‘-_'
iepo seeds. Such birds on long visits the out-of-doors, these little
migratory flights carry seeds en- barbs tay where they penetrate
cased in their muddy feet for thou- and are picked off with dithcully
sands of miles, Thus African plants from the area where they “plant”
may find themselves in Europe and themselve Burdock and night-
European plants may end up in shade seeds have the same ellecl

with hooked prickles on their
fruit which clothing 1n

late summel

but
decorate
and fall
Apples, cherries and a multitude
o1 their in
flashy mantles to attract birds and
animals to eat the fruit. Ever no
many shrubs,
vines and herbs growing
along old fences and hedgerows
have fruit eaten by birds?
The not injured
digestive juices in animal stomachs

berries dress seeds

Lice how irees,

bushes,

seeds are by
and

body unchanged

are passed from the animal's
After the

eating

fruits somewhere else, the birds
perch along old fences and tele-

phone wires paralleling hedges and
and drop the undigested
Thus hedgerows of native

bushes and trees
birds

roads
seeds
shrubs are
}II.H]'.q'rt by

Some grasses and iii.‘lilﬂi‘:-' 1!&'}'! na
on birds to scatter their seeds. AS
the bird snaps a seed in his bill the
highly polished, slippery geed often
slips out much like a fresh water-
melon seed slips from one’s fingers
and is taken by the wind.

Most of these plants produce an
astronomical number of but
only one or two of the entire yearly

crop is deposited in a suitable spot

seeds

Historically Speaking
THE YELLOW RIVER
FOREST

A Wonderful Wild
Stan Widney

NESS

“Someday the peopls

wake up to the knowledge that
there is a wonderful trackless foi
est within our state!

This emphatic statement was

Mo
after a trip to
Forest he
recreational possibil-

1
heit

written in 1919 by a De:
f.,’l rﬂ‘..'r." ]‘n'Flr;!Tl'[
the Yellow

foresaw the

FLE'S

River where

ities of an area now iNng made
ready for that purpos:

“The land is worthless for Il -
ing he continued, "but priceless
for scenery. They (the State Board
of Conservation) can buy it che L p
now in all 3 native beauty and
save it for 1 A el r all tim

Up to the prese: April 10
1919) 1t 1fe t \ 4 no
more than a few hundred Iowa
,.-u_{-[’ all told hav trod the Yel-
ow Rivel mtrv 1n thi i) vears

 prairies round about have been

gettled. Even the nal

who have made brave attempts to
follow the wilds of the river trom
its sources in springs near Post-

ville to its mouth at the Mississippi
four miles above McGregor admit

(Continued on page 13)

g

Witeh Harel—19 Feet.

for erowth. In one season, an astel
plant produces 16,000 seeds, a cat
tail stalk 2,000,000 seeds and
orchid capsule 3,770,000. It 1s easily
that if all the

would germinate,
would the earth's

surface

seen sepds a [']:till

i}]'illfl]s'u'. gne
r-i]:r:‘iwh cover
available

In all cases a very small
proportion gel placed sufiiciently
for growth. This wise
provision in nature sees to it thal
the balance of nature is well

served,

1 ]ll.'.'*=;1'

successful
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WINTER PLANTINGS |

RABBITS THE HARD WAy ¥

Denny Rehder

TO ATTRACT BIRDS g
- ' Ever been rabbit hunting? 8
. | 1 LLAIA "
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met hv hed nd othes This rabbit provided a qoed target when it ran up the bank. Curt nailed it as the hit about that time we hif
: = : U e bowhunters took home three rabbits. The wind made careful sighting difficult and
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m n was walking through some
g ing corn when someone hol-
S for one coming his way. Don
B t coming but when he took
y cornstalk it in the way

sed an old fluff-fluft, but it
in two places and didn't

& he frozen stalk. Since it was
t impossible to hit in the
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natural
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ng corn, 1i
11l the

1 headed

was only
rabbits for
through
rrying to the
hills and

that
sandpit with its

valleys we

H}HI'.
rure SaWw
bbit sneaking along the edge
Evervone took off run
1o head it onto thi

the rabbit found it had

1Ce,
onpen 1ce
A

no

It struck out across the
pond and a rain of arrows
1SCe) of Indian days fell
| the hardy rabbit, but ther:
) hit Br'er Rabbit con-
n | \nd v cads i
el
KINE 1001 - Siael VD] Il
it the best shot of the day
bit had slipped out of covel
irted across the field. Don

¥ &

ind rolled 1t af

about twenty
the face of the

“Praise be

Great White

Grinning in
danle onslaught of

lah'

and "0

r"" he retrieved his prize
vere almost to the cars.
of the arrows were in the
'S, with everyone ready fo
hot coffee when the biggest
of the dav came. Right out
under evervone EJIP!:'EH"! a fat

Pandemonium broke loose
one was running along trying
sSomeone fell

and Br'er Rabbit kept
ng straight for an old wood-
someone finally got a
iS5 the rabbit dove under the

SNOw

shot

i1, he didn't the arrow
€ pulled off the point getting

of the side of that shed
rabbit at last sighting was
fine catching his breath in
ve safety.

lose

adjourned for coffee and
4 over every shot taken as
Inters are wont to do. Tt was

s

a show, but you'll want vour
harpened and your legs ready

you attempt this cold-

! heyr sport.
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ORICALLY SPEAKING—
(Continued from page 11)

they have not penetrated a
of the region and are famil-
ith but a fraction of the na-
andscape.
ut on your high boots and
with us, We'll show you, not
bit of nature’s solitudes,
L Whole river valley so wild
only the outer fringes of its
lile length have ever echoed
00t of a locomotive or the piff
Of a motorboat.

nere is everything to be found
'S jungle land except monkeys.
“anl get through some of the
rness with a perfectly safe
'0bbin, providing you want to
your neck on trails of rocks,

1Y A

sitting rabbit

for
needed for this sport.

Dan looks some

gullies, sidlings and steeps so nai
row that only once 1rile

We'll wa-
nd time you

in about A

1S there a place to pass
the
vou'll walk.
‘It's a naturalist’s paradise, say
the botanists, and Zzo-
ologists of Iowa who are earnestly
advocating the purchase of the
country of the Yellow River in Al-
lamakee County as a state park
“From source to mouth the rive:
swirls

ger though,

S
- .

ride

- g ot
IF_:F'H]IF::E_‘H_*-

around capes, past
coves at the of increasingly
‘F]i}-;,rl'l, !'[]gﬂ'{‘t'i bluffs, crowned and
covered with oaks, elms,
maples, walnut, butternut
hickory trees, all tangled
grape vines, ivies, wild

cherry and crabapple trees,
and wild cherry bushes.
ground is lush with wild

and ferns,

. 1s »
rocKYy

base

birches,
and
with
plum,
hazel
The
flowers

“There is one bluff covered with
balsam firs, a northern
found nowhere else far
From the rock faces of
other cliff a great spring breaks
out and pours in a waterfall to the

_'-':;u-l'u'}:
south.

S0

bare ATl -

river. The whole region is vocal
with birds and alive with the small-

er animals. A few big ones too, for
the teacher of the one school in the
wilderness threatened to up
her job because the howling of
wolves kept her awake at night
“At one place there is a beauti
ful green slope to the river, a nat
ural amphitheater in the hills. Here
stood the old stone house where
President Zachary Taylor and his
family used often to visit, Another
president, Andrew Jackson, recom-
mended it to his personal friends as
one spot in the nation where true

give

to kick out
It helps, too, if you have a bunch of old arrows to lose

Ll ; "

Warm dress and strong legs are

:l'-.l_ |"=;I'i 4| 1L :.:ll-l-\.'.li ri-!l.
house was built 1n

Indians

the art of agricul

“Someday a Longfellow «
ington Irving will arise to weave
the romance of this ancient abod
in the wilderness int mmortal
lines."

Todav, in 1962. the Yellow | i
Forest much the same as oul
1919 reporter described it, with
few notable exceptions. The State
Conservation Commission now

over 5000 acres of beautiful
land in the area. Buildings
and camps of a prison labor batal
are there and the prisoners
are building new roads, camp sites,
picnic and other facilities
Where President (Old Rough

Ready) Taylor once brought a set-
ting of turkey eggs to a
the

stocked

owns
forest

]]HH

areas,
and
gchool

Conservation
thirty

friend,

Commission has
wild turkeys live-trapped
in November of 1960. Al

teacher
1

in Texa

latest re

port they are doing well in theil
new home
The people of Iowa have "awak

Ir}t!"l_ i
wilderness 1n oul

ened to the IiIill'\‘.'|*'fi;.£fn' that
is a wonderful
state'" and

the State Conservation

Commission igs well on the road to
making the Yellow River Korest
Area one of the finest vacation

the land

.'~'E'HI|H' In

Some kinds of fish have a
strongly developed sense of smell
to help them find If they
like the smell of an :151.|:*1'T, H'H'.’-.,' &0
after it. If they avold it
Strangely enough,

Ell o

not,
catfish are
pleased by smells that other fish
and animals find objectionable,

HAIR, HIDES
AND TALLOW

Mann and Thompson

since prehistoric times, especia
ly in cold and temperate climates
mankind has depended upon hairm
mammals for food and for materi-
als to fashion clothing helters
weapons, Implements and orna
ments some of our Americar
Indians had not progressed much
peyond that when tha nite man
came. They were Stone Age pe
1 k

For example, the Dakota o
Sloux were nomads who roamed
the Great Plains, attempted no

agriculture, and depended entirely

upon the millions of bison. Thei
only domestic animal and beast
of burden was the dog. Their port
able teepee was a conical :'-1?:'-_---
work of slender poles covered with
hid of the 1 | f1

Nnell ‘i],' ‘ [ OO

as dried into } I i
in emergencies, or—pulverized and
mixed with tallow l and
berries—to make pemmica

They used every part of thi

I|i"ll Inies.
T.II-'E!_
In preparing sKins

shirts.

1 | L . -
inciuding its he

and hoofs

animal.

Irns
News Brains and
1OW
for I
gings, pouches, parfleches, etcetera
Raw hides were stretched over the
frames shields.
tub-like
streams

were used

i rhu_"_—;. moccasins.

1
O
leg

> 1 ¥ 1 1
Of saddles. and the

bullboats for crossing
Buffalo droppings or
“chips” were the only fuel on these
treeless plains

The . ni
and settlers in Kentucky, Ohio
Indiana and Illinois

try teaming with

pioneer exporers hunters

. 1
iounad a colun-

buffalo, elk

bear, deer and the smaller fur-
bearers, as well as wild turkevs
and other game birds. Men like

i

Daniel Boone, Abraham Hanks, ant
Rogers Clark adopted the
and many of his
early :

{ rCOLINE e
dress

Irlll'll‘

Indian's

skills settlers copied
them

A pioneer w
cdeer buffalo
buckskin leggings, a

buckskin shirt, and a

wile mMoccasims ol

or thigh-length
long fringed

broad leath-

gkin.

er belt which held his powdel
horn, bullet bag, skinning knife
and tomahawk, Only the coon-

Not
19th

skin cap was his own design
until the early part of the
century was leather generally dis-

carded for textile clothing.

The settler used game and, later
animals, for pur-
poses other than food and clothing
Frequently, in building a
rawhide thongs w
the rafters and

ends of the clapboards on

domesti many
cabin,
used to se-
U'lt"

shaltes”

ere

cure tie down

on the roof, The door might be
hung on rawhide hinges. On hi
bed, stretched thongs supported a

bearskin mattress or a straw tick.

and bearskins or buffalo hides
with the hair on, covered him
Tallow from buffalo and deer

L0 convert
buckskin, Bits of it
pulously saved for use in
lamps'—a gourd
turnip.

was used deer hides in

LO wWere seoru

“‘orease

or scraped out
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