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‘am the Rain of Death

*“. .. We Shall Be
the Poorer”
Alfred G. Etter

i1 I'I".I'[}' one weak voice In a

1 that has grown unmindful
ak voices. T am one of the
ring . multitude that

the earth. To speak into the
and be heard is too much to
for, yet I cry out my lungs
» face of it., Nor is it to the
I speak, but to Man
ce I first joined a
a fire with my
and assumed
f living
I have
m to the
yv. The security
ssed me, but the
oclety have increased
where 1 am not
h_‘.' it. Nor do 1 know who
‘ader of the sociely which
mg. Daily 1 am called upon
mate freedoms the
under the guise that they are
freedoms at all, but
' something called a higher
ard of living,

camp to
primitive
inions the du-
donat
COIMNIMon
of numbers
numbers of
to the

peen ing

cause

my

01

¥
Li)

more LD

ssential

w I am expected to pay for
nundering spray plane that
my house as 1 sleep, that
s me tumble out and rush ill-
to cover the new row of
¢ Lthat catches the early
ng sunshine, 1 have no time
ver the rhubarb, the spinach,

irdbath. I call the dog into
wouse. The drifting spray is
1y upon us,

0S¢ the windows of the house
im glad the car in
e, I have forgotten the gold-
0ol, but it is too late, I listen
* birds in the garden, singing
riole that is sitting on eggs in
im, the killdeers that recently
ied and are in the marsh cry-
he yellow warbler that I saw
rday while lying on my back
g up into the leaves of the
rmut against a blue and white
I hear the catbirds in
'8, They are good companions.
struck with guilt that I am
Lt of the destruction wrought

15

nature by this poison cloud | plants from attacks by insects. I

Yl - |

) . |
together with other

known to

the |

s\
- &jg

With her eye sparkling, this hen turkey Is a little awed and no wonder.

George Tovey Fholo

She had come

a thousand miles and Instead of a hot supper there was a cameraman walting for her.

that is descending. I can smell its

oily suffocation already. 1 recall
also that the paper said, "Keep
your pets and children inside."”

Have the brooding birds been notli-
fied to keep their nestlings shield-
ed? The lady bugs that I saw yes-
terday plucking aphids from a long
green stem will soon be turning
over, to become dead, useless

can remember when I rubbed fra-
grant herbs or citronella on my
arms and face. 1 can remember

using flit and bug bombs and yel-
low bulbs., I had some control over
them

I can remember, too, that clouds
of mosquitoes humming in the dis-
tance often ignored me, and that
on a windy point of some island or

jewels in the litter of leaves. They | wij] and in dry seasons they were

have no rights.

The wild bees and the honeybees
have pollinated my cherry tree and
my apples and had more work and
more living to do. This spray is

our repayment to them, as to so
many of the creatures of nature
We no longer need them. Our crop
1S made.

Not much of the death will be
seen, but it will occur., When 1
consider that we are laying down
this stratum of dead insects and
| with it dead birds and fishes as

the |

part of our contribution to the fu-
ture of the earth, 1 am disgraced
I ask myself how it can be that I
have lost so much freedom and
self-respect just for the sake of
freedom from mosquitoes, for the
sake of saving a few favored

absent. Many evenings sitting in
the yard 1 have seen and felt mos-
quitoes come at twilight, but when
the summer darkness settled down
they were
the flying squirrels played among
the maples, and the dryflies and
katydids sang in the trees
a world heavy with the feeling that

gone, or Iiorgolien as

I:_ WAas

all of us are living things, a part of
an ancient and sacred sociely that
has found a way to live down

through the eons of time through
processes of slow change, adaption,
balance, and controlling relation-
ships.

I would not, though 1 have
studied Lhe science of living things
all my life, urge the extinction of a
single organism from the country
side around me. I do not have the

(Continued on page 102)

TJRKEYS STOCKED IN YELLOW RIVER FOREST

Malcolm K. Johnson

The sun had not

bits of gold flecked low clouds over

vel risen,

the horizon. In the half-light be-
fore dawn we were stealthily mak
ing our way down a riutted trai
to the clearing where last night
we had witnessed 20 turkevs re-

turning to freedom. They had been
transplanted in the Yellow River
State Forest north of McGregor
after a 36-hour station wagon trip

in paper cartons from the valley
of the Devil's River in middle
Texas. Frosty breath escaped us
in the chill air that was silent ex-

cept for an occasional heavy foot-

fall. Rounding a bend we saw the
pond and just beyond it, the clear-
ing with light lines and low
rounded piles that looked like sand
in that light, but which we knew
were corn and oats I'e ._hl_'-. and
waiting for the big birds whe
they deigned to eat

A few more quiet steps took us
into a shallow diteh adjacent to

the feeding ground des-
pairing over the wet pop of a twig
broken in the
up the camera tripod we settled
back to await light and action from
the new

The wild Rio Grande turkeys
live-trapped near Sonora, had ar-
rived schedule the night be-
fore many of the local people
gathered there at dusk went home
without Weighed and
illiil.'kl;._'!.'t!."!'lt'lj at the forest head-

quarters building before being re-

Silently

process 0t seltiing

hoarders

past

=il

them

sgeing

leased, the birds were quite docile;
probably in a slight state of shock
from the long dark internment.
They had come well over a thou-

sand miles with but one stop for a

health inspection al the wildlife
experiment station at Ames Av-
eraging eight to ten pounds, the
eight toms and twelve hens were
mainly young of the year though
a few of the hens were old birds.
With the formalities of checking

and scaling over, turkeys, turkey
watchers and turkey stockers pro-
through the night the
There, unboxed,
toms and hens alike hesitatingly
emerged, walked a or

ceded Lo

release site

step LwWo.

(Continued on page 104)
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lowa Conservationist HOW OLD IS OLD? | A Y
R EDITORIALLY SPEAKING

I _ . AN other's wvouth, or something ‘
it. This is especially trus '
——— : v i
tne VYiarious species Of i NI
FOR A HAPPIER NEW YEAR While most realize giant toril
i : Ll I': L& 'J‘. l':’ I’ s 1 .r.:".
&t e b ) stan Widney really aren't) reach a pretty '
s - | : Old A ibout 190 odd vears gy
MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION Anvone who has ever caught a trout in Bloody Run Creel oL a | . i it startiing Lo find out =W
Wl : ' pheasant north of Ruthven or ducks at Odi 38d, W tiched Lne: Spring | ¢ ve lived as 1 ng as 102 wi y
poose migralion at Fornevs, rested in theée shadc f a tall pine at s
Shimek, hooked a big cat or walls . f Steamboat | thi I‘"““”I."‘ Vel o
HUMIE : ' lowa or camped at the Marble Beach access on Spirit [Lake has sampled lox To
\ conservation at its finest. All of these places and pastimes are within | §2Fa0 20
. few hours drive anywhere in the state, Thers e 204 fis] !
CIRCULATION THIS ISSUE 49.000 | 165 hunting access are n Iowa. There are KS ite parks Pl ,
Two Years 51.00 serves, 46 trout streams, seven forest areas, and 73 natural Iaki most - i
: | hich are being constant improved for I 1 1! . -
For over 20 yeal 1 passed Dy 111 tLhi on i vav tn i o }I. f
for my annual tw r thre veeks vad m. What vaste of time and | « !
NOT ¢ I { ' \ | si mtry. | VOl , r
Wishe LO Just nisn, nu nj 1K ' W n oird ind W (B § A '
find evervthing he could wish for practically af back do
COMMISSION, MINUTES |~ i o siins siotatan oo s of tos: biiin o e |1 ;
DES MOINES Maquoketa Caves, Wild Cat Den, the Ledges or Dolliver Memorial ' 1
Dacamber 7 1950 . | e e o i iyt | )
Approval was given for travel| fight you from _r-.--:!- to eternity r do you like imping n the wilds £ _ —l !
to Chicago on February 14, 10r | of forest country with really rough trails to climb and trout streams t T =iy Yamil . b
two persons to attend Aquatic|fish? Yellow River Forest in the McGregor area 1l more than 6O (e . A ﬂ_ | r, n
Weed Control meeting the bill. For those who prefer showers and flush toilet vith their | 1. I £ > nd
LDL cord i 0085 LT i
Approval was given for travel | camping, there are dozens 0f state parks so equipped riums all over the world; 1L I8 :
Lo Lhe | ppel ."uli:*;-‘}“--‘:['ui-, Fivel The State Conservation Commission wishes vou a Hanpv New Year Girelv Dassible certall Dach .’ I
Conservation Committee meeting | and invites vou to spend vour weekends and vacations of 1961 in thi yochieved and do i;!-‘;,_--,.' older &8
of five states to be held at St state parks, access areas, forests and at the lakes of Iowa n their native environment
Louis on January 10, 1961 {
Two state foresters wers dall |
thorized to travel to Milwaukee | County Conservation Board to ac- NE NURSER PR CE L ST
Januarvy 25 and 26 for a State| quire 240 acres along the Skunk w Y I I
Foresters’ meeting River bottoms in northeast Polk TREES AND SHRUBS AVAILABLE FOR FARM PLANTING, !'
One forester was authorized to| “ounty for a park area at 3210 SPRING OF 1961 :
attend the Forest Fire Supervisors' | PeF acre. This approval subject to | gpp oIS \GE PRICE FOR:
meeting at Milwaukee on Febru hel anancial pial being declared 2510) 500 350 100
v 3 L legal procedure by the State Al White pines T VOArs g5 &) $11.00 $16 50 $2800)
Approval was iven to an option lorney Grenera .'L“"' ping t % =5 5i) 11.00 16 _5i) '_'.j
for '};HH_“;L_” of 45 acres at $30 i'ul:'s; ion was granted the Red pine T wrany = =0 11.00 .‘.,_._:I“ ‘ )
per acre for an area adiacent to Highway Commission to remove a | Ponderosa pin ? vea) 3. 50 11.01) 1650 'y
.E:-f".'-:-.:- Slongh i Lo (County diks ear Dudgeon LakKe in Benton western half of lowa nly
S o o e e Fiinee ; County Jack pin 2 VEeArs 5.0 11.00 16_50 23
i;!f,:.',T;:]r,‘.l:i-l!;]L::.l; W -l'!:';]h-':h'. ’:{:III”“_I_‘.‘ AN administrativa ordes was -\ifﬂ'»':. 1y Spruce . VeaArs .p..'.n I.E (M) 16 "_;H E‘.:{l'
passed establishing rules for pel Black walnut Siratified seed 1.00 SRILL .00 b,
sion o discuss acquisition ol fed- .;. n Ton: e “._‘rq.T-‘-- R Lrh:‘- Silver maple 1 vea { O = (W) 12 ) 16
eral forest lands by lowa. These \_'.';H.'II' ' ; seta - B Ve izl ths Green .1'--h- 1 vean £ (0 R (0 12 .00 1
lands consist of 4,650 acres in 17| 77" : Multiflora rose | yeas 5.00 10.00 15.00 204
tracls located in four counties in A !.'E”'H‘ was given ".“ Lhe con- Honevsuckle 1 vesul {00 8 () 12 00 160
southern and southeastern Iowa dition of Conseérvation ( |-n=.‘u.,.~:-'sm1 Ohraging > 'w_ y {00 & 00 {9 00 160
A report was given by Paul lake patrol I?“:”:’; by the Superin- [.4.1_“;.”.”': 1 vear {.00 8.00 200 16,
| .'n'--,lT:rh on the Gun l"'n:I?-'I‘. In- tendent of ‘Waters Russian olive l \., L1 { .00 S 00 12.00) 164
structor Traming Program carried Approval was given to a lease | wild plum ] verd .00 8.00 12.00 164
out by the Commission. Twenty- by Carroll County on 11 acres of | Nannyherry 2 VOeArS L 00 8,00 12.00 1
nine gun safety instructors were | land, 2 miles north of Lanesboro Purple willow—Rooled t'il.-.'E:r]:," 4.00 %.00 12.00 164
certified by the Commission in No- | 90 the North Coon River for 25| Ninebark s N 1 1 O = 000 12.00 14#
vermn bel years at $1.00 per yeal sSpecial wildlife packet 4.50 each
A delegation from Cass County Approval was siven Greene The wildlife packet contains 250 plants including o) f“u':‘??’-!'ew
met with the Commission to dis- County Conservation Board for ac-| 50 honevsuckle 25 Ru in olive 25 wild grape 25 multiflora 'I'-'-‘“—‘Iﬂ

quisition of a Raccoon River Ac- 75 other plants beneficial to wildlife. Ilustrative suggestions for O

cuss planning for an artificial lake
p! | § = n a neial K Do 6. 88 acres for $4.500 to be | area and farm pond nl tino's' will be fiirnished 1 e
to be located in that county neal ' « LAl iil pMosl ) LNLUINgs Will D¢ 11UTIrnisned wWiilll €acil patnd
Turl - l T 1 lud used for a multiple use park and NOTICH
urkey reek . would include a . 4
171 acre body of watel Raning -Access (1) The nursery reserves the right to substitute species of HHI[aH
Linn County Conservation Board tvpe if shorta e
L] — E A # = . v . '..,' i I LE X i Ll
'I'.' TR0 Lal'lled LL) comimacna A ZiVen II-.".?...I"-! 1O An ll'i!iT'l,-'l" o ) ] 1 . » : = P T f l]ﬂ
the C County Conservati AN PR e e “02) PAYMENT COVERING STOCK MUST ACCOMPANY OR
L ASS ouUnLy Oonservation

of 50 acres to a park near Central | (3) Nursery stock must be ordered in multiples of 250 plants Ed

|'|._|r.i- Yalt 1]'“ et o ,!t- il "'i.rllil i Y . . i ¥ A
: i : ’ - ity at a cost of 3$2,800. Buena order must total at least 500 plants excepl wildlife packets, whit

BalTEY i Fi 171 ¥ vrect o Ral Te N & * - i » - = -

i1 11 3 | .r_ J-I 1.|-.-1 - I;_.!Tll:l.p- cLIlL] 1I.I 1SLA i '-P']r'.: L { OnNservaoion ll'-l:l.!{! ImMav 1|H" !'!I]l'!' il |._‘.~

planning the Cass County artificial : :

vas given approval for a develop-| (4) All trees and shrubs will be sent to the purchaser EXPRES
ment Irl.lll L] 160 acres in the COLLECT. unless 1-:.“_.__ will be called for at the HH['HI'I_\'

lake and res .=1.r;r-,:s-“.'1]“.|“- lhe lb]l-.]i'ﬁ'!

as feasible northern part of the Buena Vista | (5) Order bhlanks for either soil bank or erosion control pi‘a:rnln”:-‘-l“‘{ -
The Commission agreed to cancel County. This area would consist be obtained from county ASC offices or from the district foresté £
the remainder of the concession-| eventually of 240 acres and include Requests will be accepted until March 30 or until the nllt'ﬁ*}'b‘i;' -
aire's agreement at Ledeges Stats L 40 acre water impoundment stocks are exhausted and thev must he accompanied with f”'-’I"Er .“‘
Park A discussion was held on budg- approved forms. Send to: Forestry Section, State Conservas
Approval was given to the Poll eéts for the next biennium., Commission;, Bast Tth and Court Avenue. Des Moines 8B Towd Il,l,_,?:"!-.
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\ WINTER WALK

... {;t.t.ru'.u 'l‘.}"‘;."
tre. @ e is made interesting by con-
8s. Davy and night, heat and

@ wet and dry, winter and sum-
@ are all contrasting influences
B 1 cause us to vary
dingly. Our modern of
ends to neutralize many of
influences, smoothing out our
till we are smothered in
ort that the invigorating in-
ce of contrast Upon us.
)y going out and meeting na-
in her more varied moods we
bring home to ourselves the
ing of the word recreation and
W ¢ its beneficial effects

our habits

\.1_";1 \F

S0

18 lost

Y Theodore Roosevell were alive
iving in Jowa today, that con-
tionist and 0of the
life visiting
‘njoying our state parks in the

E
11
B r—and he would not be
g |

o view the beauties of wintex

advocate

uous would be

con-
2igh the closed windows of a
«d automobile
‘I'e 18 no reason to shrink from
v in the in the winter
Fear of possible discomfort
verly protective attitude to-
ourselves and ouy children, or
right indolence, are the only
rents. The heated car will
¥ you to the woods and winter

Wi 1:-'

I8 ing, warm, vel lightweight
il comfortable will prevent the
Il rs, No need of the "bundled
W ifeeling.

« NTIN day in a state park in the

- B -rtime is a rewarding expe-
| The austere beauty of

! W °r contrasts with the warm

1 & 1es55 of summer and heightens

v B -njovment of both. Nor is it

; | ssary to limit ourselves to just
®ng. A pienic in the snow is

.3“

r.]||l

b ()

:-l.|'_'

.00

? (00

) (0

2,00

200

7 (10

¥ UM

- vy {8

sl

i

i.“ ﬂﬁ

nialiss

b _i-;c'--“

. X

L=

caely

P'.“]l:.]ﬂ.?':#"‘

et 17

| the:s

‘-,1.'!'“ :

‘s State Park lightly mantled with winter's blanket.
enhanced by the snow and the stilingss must be experienced to be appreclated,

just as possible and just as enjoy-
able as one in the The
crackling fire provides a focal point
of activity and the smell of coffee

summer

on the brisk winter air rivals all
the perfumes of Paris
While some animals prefer to

sleep through the winter months,

many do not, and nature herself
is not dormant. Beneath it's cover
of ice the brook i1s still flowing
Tracks and trails in the snow tell
of the activities of many birds and
animals. But just to look is not
enough-—what bird or what animal
made that track and was it in
search of food, or escaping from

a predator?

And the value of the knowledge

o

gained? To know of things outside
to in touch with fun-
activities of nature un-
time of man. To
to to gain a plat-
knowledge on which to
platform removed from
round of our daily activities
which to view ourselves and
activities the human
them their Lrue

otrselves he
damental
altered Iin the
help us
of
gstand—a
the
from
the

and

But not be strained
for. If we but spend a day in the
woods nature herself will 1
that we have learned. Nalure is a
powerful and subtle teacher and in
the woods we unconsciously absorb
her lessons which will help smooth
our ]t:llh.

ETOW,

1oOrm

raaca

assign values

this Lo

15

s5e¢ L0

The opportunity to meet nature
1s not shut away or forbidden to
us. Long ago the need for natural

areas readily available was recog
nized and today the parks
are ready for our use
made interesting
visiting

ngE L4 ]
WINLvel

state
Liife can be
anvone by

parks in

101

Iowa's state

Jim Bherman Mhoto

The beauty of our parklands

~ |
|l|1:~i{:‘lii'lu|':-i a conservation oflicer

No cheatin® on this examli

George Tovey Photn

Though It may look like the honor system has falled, the

conservation officer had just finished giving a lecture on gum safety and the shotgun

was only a prop to help make the demonstration effective.

These men taking the

test came from many walks of life—public servants, manufacturers, and plain Joes—
to train themselves to help others make hunting in lowa a safer recreation.

GUN SAFETY TRAINING MEANS
SAFE HUNTING COMPANIONS

Kvery day more and more young
lowans attending classes and
are being certified by the State
Conservation Commission. Parents,
group leaders and teachers
asked to train themselves and

charges to handle farearms
safely. What's the purpose behind
this effort? To put it bluntly
to keep them alive. Hunting acci-
occur almost daily, a few
as fatalities. In re-
annual death rate
from hunting mishaps averaged
about 40. Last yvear the figure
dropped to half that. This vear,
far, it much lower, but all
the reports are not yet in.

are

vouth
are
theln

dents
recorded
vears the

are
cent

S0 15

Program of Long Standing

Conservation officers have been
training the junior set and some
adults for many vears in safe gun
handling techniques. The new 8ys-
tem is merely an expansion and
revision of the old methods with a
stress on uniformity of teaching.
The expansion comes from instruct-
ing minded individuals who
volunteer take the
load of teaching the new hunters
Uniformity stems from all of the
instructors and students using the

civice

to over big

same classroom materials, part of
which is the N.R.A. Hunter Safety
Handbook. Question and answer
forms, registration cards, diplomas
and billfold cards have been pre-
pared and distributed by the Con-
servation Commission’s central of-

fice in Des Moines.
How It Works
At a typical meeting to train

| hands out the necessary forms, de-

livers lecture in which he dem-
onstrates various points and then
Ltests the applicants
tor the
where thev're graded and returned
with for those who
passed the exam. These men
then qualified to take on and teach

groups of boys and girls who also

ol

The tests are
sent Commission office
certificates

al'e

receive diplomas and cards certi-
fving them as safe hunters. After
digesting the hunter safely man-
ual, attending four hours of lecture
and demonstration, and passing a
29 question can doubt
that these students will be better
and safer companions in the hunt-
ing field

test., who

colurse

sSome the topics covered In
the are: the purpose for
having such a course, where most
gun accidents happen (at home!),
how to handle their care
and storage, transporting them in
and and the responsi-
bilities hunter
when he takes to the field.

oUNs,
CAl'S boals

every assumes

age lten or over
the student's training; per-
21 vears old or more can
gualify as instructors by contact-
ing their local conservation officer.
There are now about 200 certified
hunter-safety instructors in
and more are needed if our present
below average hunting death rate
Service groups and
civic clubs are invited to sponsor
men mstructors and space for
teaching Accidents, it
seems, are impossible to stop en-
tirely, but the young shooters of
the should not be forced to
learn gun safety under that tough

Anyone may

take

SONSs

lowa
1S to continue
as

classes

state

'old teacher, ewperience!
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TURKEY TALK FOR PAINT CREEK

Arnold O. Haugen
Depariment of Entomaology
and Wildlife, LS. T,

When romance fills the air nexi
sSpring vild turkevs again will
*+':Ir‘._1‘ ng the hi and

11levs o t Creek in the Yel
. River Forest in Allamakes
Count? 'his will be the r t of
Operation-Wild Turkeys from
Texas The Iowa State Conserva
tion Commission made arrange-

game officials |

d delivery

ments with Texas
for live-trapping an

wild Rio Grande

of

Turkeys

In preparation for the releass
small food-patch opening er
created i1 irger blocks
Limbel nd ! 1€ 1004 DIOLS WwWel
planted last spring on abandoned

farm fields of the Paint Creek Unil

Yellow River Stale Forest
a third of the land in Alla-

of the

Almost

makee County is timbered, and
roughly 45 per cent of the Painl
Creek Area and vicinity is for-
":‘\-'\.*"'Il'

Patches of corn, pasture, ha

MINN

lead
Forest located at right center on the map

Several roads

Journal Paper No. 'J
[owa Agricultural and
nomics Experlment Station,
[owa, contributed from the
Cooperative Wildlife Research

-:".t ||i. '..l

Tha Buréegiu of Sport Flsherle:
Wildlife lowa sState IInlvaersity
loOWEA SLale Conservation Comml
cl0} | the Wildlife Managemd

inte the Yellow River

Ames,

"'-;l.-
1-".']

ind small-grain  fields lie inter-
woven with the woodlots and strips
of timbei the high banks

along

ind  rolling hills bordering the
creck This state-owned area of
rough 5000 acres accordingly
fflers th most neariy mitabl
turkev range in Iowa today. When
surronunding private land with good
forest cover is included, it 18 esti-
mated that about 10000 acres of

range is available for the turkeys

Someé of the more important
questions that remain to be an-
swered regarding the tocking
venture are Is the area large
enough for successful establish-
ment of wild turkeys? Have we

selected a F'ihm’*‘}':'t 1ie¢s that will be

able to adapt itself to Iowa con-
ditions? Will the turkeys be free
enough from interference by rec-

reationists? Will people give the
turkey a chance to succeed by re-
fraining from illegal shooting?
Only time can answer these ques-
tions

In the

i .I:I-":i-t-"..l

aotitheastern United States.

ition authorities consider
minimume-sized

of

acres as 4a
wrea for successful
turkeys. If suitable adjacent farm

lands are included In planning the

10 WM

restocking

Paint Creek restoration project,
the area should be of adequate
size. The influence of man on the

success of the wild turkey is up to
and me Let’s
wholehearted

give the project

LJIIIF}H'*I"T

Vil

Our
Turkeys in Indian Days
| Wild turkeys are not new to the
Hawkeve State. In fact, back in
presettlement days when the red
men with their bows and arrows
roamed the wooded hills, valleys,
wnd adjacent prairies of this re-
gion, the hens yvelped and the gob-
blers gobbled throughout the more
the state.
borders of

heavily wooded areas of

The streams with their

wood reached hke nngers out onto
the prairies. Such areas provided
habitat for the turkevs back in

the hey-day of the Fox, Sac, loway,
and Omaha Indians. Chief
Blackhawk undoubtedly fletched
many of his war arrows with wing
feathers plucked from turkeys that

S10UX

Il victim to his hunting arrows.

securod

|t"”l."' and Winneshiek Counties,

%

[’} yblis) 1NE I :
I Ll vild turkev originally &2
tended from the Atlantic nto

South Dakota, and

Nebraska and
from approximately the lowa
Minnesota line to the Gulf Coast
This then was the homs o7
O Lhi Fandoi 0oL 3 came bird
the Eastern wild turks It 3
iwells f forest areas nd d
cent ops rlades. Other spec)
of wild turke: occurred in th

L was

T'I.II-."-;HH [

Lhatl the

and
Mexico Spaniards
the stock d0-
mestic turkeyvs were developed in

T h turkes

=M1t l gt
1rom
from which

Europe domesticated

was then brought back to Ameri
by the early settlers

When Lewis and Clark in 1504
started helr 1 LT IS |1 'l
tion of the Louisiana territor

wilderness they found turkeys

common along the Missouri River
Turkeys were still present in the
|1‘mt|1v|1 Bluffs area in 1843 when

Audubon collected specimens there
Bennett the
that turkeys were especially abun

SAVS In Towa Jowrndal

dant in the south-central and
southeast sections of the state. He

reported flocks of hundreds in the

aof Muscatine 1843

vicinity ol

The history of
states that the Turkey River,
which runs through Clayton, Fay-
was
named after this grand bird. Tur-
keys were found along its borders
in great abundance. So numerous
were the wild birds that they were
often shot from the settlers' cabin
doors. The fall season of 1834 and
'35 is
along the Turkey River one of the
| grandest fields of sport that ever
invited the footsteps of a hunter
Peterson, in the Palimpsest, tells
of Dubuque newspaper accounts in

in

1843 that emphasized the abun-
dance of the bird along the lower
reaches of the river. The stories

set
uver Valley

writien to attract
Turkey

which

were
to the

reported that the birds came into
the river bottoms 1n late fall to
feed on the "horseweed and hack-

berry"” and remained there during
winter.

This Utopia for
dance, however, did
when white man's

abun

long

turkey
not last

wWeapons came

of
= .-:'.""\-._.x.._{"\_\,\_ Mf{(ﬂf\\\v e
—x‘h F :

Pl G r‘N*'(—& =

Clayton County |

reported to have presented |

e E
- . —mrs
R
nto 1 hands of the Ind
when white man himself m
In actual number, the Indian |
lation was quite small, thel
ratic movements WwWeri uch
he red man not be bliame
1} tate-wid lepletion
turkey. Exterminat of ti
Dir tually 11 { aft
India: 1 (1 1 1 :
1 03%% 'f'. } Sl ! ! \
nen put turkey n
been terrifif hes Dress)
wWire Dt e T'x'=-'~;'li":];:!"! nal

change in land 1

!ll-l"vll':_-II 1

namely a
through cutting ol

lirect destruction through
| Iineo Cn ',F':'F rt state I
Ir il f'.'_" 2 LITL& i:" 111
1 vered a flo wand Killed
I f the birds [ Muscatis
1854 irkeys were markeiss
50 cents each vhereas |
hickens brought 3$1.00 & 6
the same price as prairie ChiCHEr
The wild turkeys of P
times apparently were less Wil
ind much easier to shoot thant
are today. Reports of geiis

shooting them from cabi

and windows indicate this. Al
ount from a Dubuque newspas
n 1843 also indicates that TUrss

5I-|‘

difficult to
that turke
sport for
had not ¥

were not overly
The writer stated
!'-f'tr"n.'lllt‘ll excellent

hunter, who

N

novice

| learned to “‘crawl upon the 1‘-51"1

ing deer or to drive the \;111'-1I"'=*
bear into his cave." A report !!-:-
Decatur and Mahaska Countiess
, Mr. Trippe indicates that by 1‘.'_-
the turkev was becoming shj

vigilant., Apparently pressure W.:
teaching bird a n 5
vival, but history shows il leai
too late. By the 1860's the ~.|="-::
of the wild turkey in Towa W
obvious. Land use and the phil®=
hunters
wild g£8¥

y 1
-

the legson

Lil

[

phies of the
little or

pioneer

no room for

~nd 1
animals such as the turkey ans 8

A

=B = O - o P

-

LL

O e

. 1 F -"|J
deer. They were on their way *= &

Stocking Failures
wild
venture \
Lo I'I"*{'Stﬂlﬂih
| had

§ whe

estocking of Ili!'i“'f"ﬁ_
[owa not a new
earliest attempls
this game species occurret
in 1927 when 42, and in 1934
20 turkeys were released i

e
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Continued from preceding page) shore of kast Okoboji, and Emer-
e ¥ & w River Forest Area in Alla- s son Bay that allows 60-hour camp-
. 8 ¢ County. These birds, as - 3 ing on the west shore of West
 as 20 taken to the I.i_'*-:];_‘_ﬂ_-: {liitii‘b-r_ll. just south of Gull Point
~. 488 Park in 1934 were all hand- and provides rest rooms and run-
& d from eggs at the old Lan- ning watel
m State Hefuge Apparently There are several commercial
8 ecggs were secured from a campgrounds and trailer camps in
M e In the e¢ast which would In- the vicinity, and many excellent
= the birds were from the | resort hotels, inns and cottages
omcrn strain of wild turkey | for rent.
= - nt_nf these early ;lltlr'lh]}'l.‘-; at | Golf
& 'king were doomed from the
=) @ because the areas 1IN wWhich | | S S N e S One of the best 18-hole golf
= i irds were released were much courses in Iowa 18 in the midst of
iz e imall and generally unsuited the region on highway 71 just
#’; & vild turkeys at that time. north of Arnolds Park A nine
T < of tame turkevs. common hole lavout north of West Hl{ﬂl’m_;’.

st farms back in those days,

# the “wild"” stock from the
¥ s with the result that all be-
W harnvard specimens, where
i armyvard flocks served as a
o le source of disease 'I':l-;‘l.‘l.}'
B are fewer such farm flocks
M turkevs released then were
W reared, which meant they
» 0 fear of man or animals, and
2 1 the “"common wild turkey
44 which a wild hen would
& instilled in them if she had
M1 them in the wild

8 * largest stocking venture in
to date was the release of 68
2 I vs the Amana Colonies in
@ Brabham, Conservation Com-
mn, August, 1960) Appar-
these birds, which promptly
to farmyards and roosted on
cks and have now
peared smaller and
are

al

%

=

P

fences,
Many
YV  sSponsored

made

T

releases

EEhn &

almost every year.
spent on locally sponsored
es of a few hand-reared
vs in far-woodlot-type
wa would pay bigger divi-
to sportsmen if spent on
game habitat improvement.

dreéas

a M

Your Help for Success

re-establishment of a hunt-

g this ¥ leer population has given rise |

e ! B pes that perhaps wild turkeys
' %= can be re-established in the
& od sections of northeast Towa.
that 88 .ps with a decrease in land
nal *® ntensity, as is the case on
4% of the larger blocks of state-
ap 0 OW8 A land areas, there is now
.t 4% 7h suitable habitat for the
et "8 Y again. Perhaps the Jowa
W :r's philosophies and needs for
‘S ation are such that there is
W for the turkey in our hearts.
"—_ time we put serious effort
"_..__ i iH'flpinj._': to restore a species
' W our kind “gobbled up" in
" $ past. We may never have a
1@ VYO8 ation of wild turkeys large
) W h to permit hunting, but I'll
g @ untee the venture will be
| . every ounce of effort, if we
_' it “88 nly BO out at daybreak in the
“ o "B of the year and hear the

¥ of the hen and the gobble of

QU W :1d4 harem-master himself.

4 o3 the ghosts of the turkeys
44 W Al he ghosts of the Indians and
vl UM joneer Norwegians of yester-
{0 on Paint Creek should have
‘ 1y time when the wild gob-
4t 'H' start gobble-gobbling next
-U."'-.PI' I 5
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Fishing shanties dot the glass-like lce of Little Emersons Bay while leaf-barren trees,
empty summer cottages and a lodge are reflected on the surface of Crescent Beach

IOWA'S GREAT LAKES
REGION

to Gao and What
Feature,

Stan Widney
Towa's Great Lakes Region has

A Where to Do

a certain glamour about it that
you'll find no place in the middle
west. Other states may have

larger and more remote bodies of
water but I have yet to visit
that brings the thrill of anticipa
tion I feel every time we
sight of the blue waters
Okoboji or the broad
Spirit Lake
These lakes have

since the Gay Nineties. They be-
came international in their fame
as roval families were entertained
there, and newspapers as far away
as New York City carried in their
society sections stories date-lined
Okoboji and Spirit Lake. Many
prominent families from lowa and
surrounding states. built palatial
homes on the shore of West Oko-
boji and in the city of Spirit Lake

one

come in
of West
1':1'.

expanse

served lowa

Year 'TRound Recreation

Generations of summer residents
have known and still know lowa's
sreat Lakes Region well as
their own home towns, and the
vear 'round population is growing
in both cottages and sleek, ultra
modern dwellings. And why not?
There are all sorts of water sports

a8

for summer fun, and fall fishing
is excellent when the big ones
walleyes, kingsize perch, big bull

bass and northerns—seem at then
hungriest. Squirrels abound in
trees so lovely in their fall finery
it takes your breath away.

Later on, the many sloughs and

marshes make magnificent goose
and duck hunting. Herds of deer
await the bow hunter's shaft or
the shotgun's rifled slug, Then

comes ice fishing-—as fine as you'll
find in the whole nation. Huts of
the frozen-fingered clan dot every
lake. It's a sport that, once tried.

to the lake; the Gardner Sharp
Cabin, of historic interest covered
elsewhere in the article; and Mini-
Waukon on the north shore of
| Spirit Lake that has a dandy
shelter for family reunions, pic-

will have to be experienced again |
and again, colds and rheumatism |
notwithstanding. What the heck?

There's
biotics

always aspirin and anti-
wheén big northerns, wall-|
eyves and perch are hitting on jigs,
grubs and imported mousies

Natural Beauty

The State Conservation Commis
jion's parks and access areas
abound and some of them are out

01

il

this world in the natural beauty
their late fall foliage. Take
Kettleson's Hogs Back for instance

waterfowl bird
dream come This
wooded hill runs for
mile in a northeasterly di-
rection from which vou can
Marble Lake Refuge on the
and West Hottes Lake hunting ac-

and

truly a
watcher's true.
high, narrow
a hall
See

easlt

cess on the west. Hottes Lake
hunting access area can also be
seen to the northeast. Waterfowl

by the tens of thousands use these
lakes and sloughs in both fall and
spring. Dickinson County alone
has 56 hunting and fishing access
areas.

State Parks

State parks include Gull Poinl
on the west shore of West Oko-
boji, which offers everything from
overnight camping to a lodge that

gerves meals and refreshments;
Pikes Point on the east shore of
West Okoboji, where you can

swim (individual bath houses pro-
vided), picnic and boat with one
of the best views of the lake; the
Inn area which offers boat

acCCess

nicking and easy boating access.

Camping

£ l

Access areas that offer overnignt
camping are Marble Beach on the
west shore of Spirit Lake, State
| F'ish Hatchery access on the nurthl

1§ a real test for golfers who like
hills and valleys, and there is a
pitch-putt course and driving
range in the Inn area, also on
West Okoboii

Gardner Sharp Cabin

At Arnolds Park. often called
the plavground of the lake region
there is a state-owned, public-use

dock for fishing and boating, and
an excellent amusement park with
thrilling and all the other
excitement to add joy to a voung-

vacation

rides

sler's

A sobering but very interesting
note is struck as one comes upon
the monument commemorating
Lhe Spirit Lake Massacre of 1887.
A band Sioux under Chief Ink-
padutah attacked the settlers
the banks of the lake, killed the

0f

on

family that gave them the food
they demanded and in six days
thereafter killed 40 people. Abi-
cail Gardner, a child of 14, was
taken captive and lived to reach

civilization again. Near the monu-
ment in Arnolds Park 1s the Gard-
ner cabin Lthe
lived. It many
the pioneer
1n

where first
contains
and

tragic evenl

general
All of this
ment and fascination
nowned region

exclie-

this re-

the
of

adds to

Just name your pleasure; there's
not much doubt but that you can
find it here in good measure where
fun is daily routine.

IS THIS FOR US?
“When the
must go, and the process does nol
take long What has thus
happened in northern China, what
has happened in Central Asia, In
Palestine, in North Africa, in parts

s0il i1s gone, men

of the Mediterranean countries of
!‘:H!'H;'lt' will :Hl'{'t‘l_‘g' 11:1}}}1(41 in our

country if we do not exercise that
wise forethought which should
one of the chief marks of any peo-

be

ple calling itself civilized."—Theo-
dore Rooseuvelt.
There is an old belief that the

water of a running stream purifies
itself within a distance of within
a hundred feelt., This not true.

18

| Certainly virulent germs travel for

many miles and remain dangerous
to human beings,
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Prostrate Juniper.

IOWA'S NATIVE EVERGREENS
THE BALSAM FIR AND THE JUNIPERS

(. B. Hartman
unlfessor, lown Stnte ndiversity

Fditor's We sa-
& cd recently by the that
# (essor George B. Hartman had
Bl in late November "Prof"’
W born in 1894 at Valley Junc-
i lowa the son of a
ﬂ nd Railroad enginegel
M ned to the

ot wWiere

news

Rock
He early
[l}‘\'l_' .”._t -ijf-llln’nI'H

re in later he made his
K After

orestry at

Va VEeArs
n obtaining a degree
7| lowa State Univer-
L serving with the Army
B ;ineers in France during World
¥ I he taught at the University
& Jeaune in Eastern France

i1 Hartman came to lowa
8 te University in 1935 as an
M ant professor in the forestry
8 artment. In 1948 he was made
M d of the department and served
i that capacity until he
W July,

uring the summer of 1960 Pro-
B or Hartman wrolte a series of
& cles on native Towa

aS-

retired

for

Lrees

the CONSERVATIONIST, the first of
which was published in September
and the rest will be printed in suc
ceeding months as he would have

desired tO l]n-l!r us learn the wavs
of the forest
|
In the first two articles of this
series about lIowa's native Llrees

attention was centered on the un

important but unusual American

vew and on our largest native
evergreen, the white pins

In this article let us turn our
attention to the remaining thres

4

native lIowa conifers the balsam

fir and two species of junipel

Balsam fir is a small to mediuam-

sized tree reaching 50 to 60 feel in
height, a typical cold climate tree
requiring abundant
grow at its best. The tree is widely
distributed in southeastern Canada
northeastern United Stales
the states

maoaisture Lo

and |

L.ake However., ils |

lowa range is confined to two
northeastern counties of the state
LY

This tree is found
limestone out-croppings. The leaves
half to 1%
on the

vy "
viniite on

erowing on
are blunt needles, oni
13‘1}‘:

siiverv

.n'.l[_}_:_

inches
-il’li'n 1

the lowel

oreen
surface to
surface and
righnt
branch

growing in
angies to each

The

O

two rows at

the
cylindrical

fruit is
two Lo

‘51411' 1Ii.

an oblong,

four inches long growing upright
on the upper branches. When ripe,
the cone breaks into pieces and

The bark on
the tree 18

presence ol

falls to the ground
the vounger parts of
characterized by the
pitch blisters which are filled with
win aromatic resin, hence the name
This tree is of no com-

in Iowa

“halsam.”

mercial value '-]141;' 1O ILs

scarciLy

The last two evergreen specie
which are native to Iowa belong
to the genus Juniperus. The juni-
pers constitute a rather \rEe

and sh ubs widely

scattered over the earth but found

ETroup 0 Lrees

chiefly in the northern hemisphere

AS a4 genus, the junipers are ol

ErOnNoOImi []!',[n.j?;”;{'-,- because ol

thelr soft aromatic wood used for
closet-lining lumber and lead pen
cila. for a volatile oil distilled from

the fruit of some species for fence
posts and for horticultural varie-
which are widely
plantings

Lies used fol

ornamental

Juniper: have two ftorms ol
leaves, awl-shaped and scale-like
The fruit 18 berry-like, ranging
from black through blue to red-

irult 1s resinous
three hard

reddish brown

dish in color. The
imeloses one Lo

The

and

seeds bark 1s

and tends to become papery scaled
The

as found in

common or dwarf juniper,

[owa. 1s often a large

bushy shrub or small tree reaching

15 to 20 feet in height. Most com-
mon lowa junipers lean to Lhe
shrub form The leaves are awl-

shaped from one-third to one-hall
inch The bluish or purple
fruit is a ball-shaped berry inclos-
ing three small
cause of the shrubby character ol

long

one to seeds. Be-

this tree the wood has no com-
mercial wvalue. [t is native to
northern Iows: but will grow
throughout the state.

The castern redcedar is a small

to medium sized tree 20 to 40 feet
which grows naturall)
entire

variety of

i |
LELI

state an 4a

Although

throughout the

wide soils
best growth is made on light souls
of limestone origin, redcedar grows
well on very poor dry soils. |
cedar rarely grows in pure stands
hut is widely scattered

Ttll_‘ ;-.1'1':i_~2 are carried 1.!_'1.' birds. 11

vherevel

may be seen growing in rows along
singly 1n
Lhe

lines o1 pastures

hardwood

fence
and openings Iin
woodlands.

The Lree both types of
leaves—one dark green, small and
scalelike, the other often appearing
on young stems, being awl-shaped,
The

OIe-

has

quite sharp and spreading.

berry-like fruits are aboutl

Eastern Redcedar.

quarter inch in diameter, bluish to

bluish-white in color. The fleshy
}u-!':'.\' 18 resinous and somewhat
sweel to the taste Within the

b ¥eTa [~
)1 L&Y L) _\".ii:-.

hard

The heartwood of redcedar 1s one

it are onig

of our most durable woods ind for
this reason i8 in demand for fence
posts. Other uses of the junipel

have been listed before
Redecedar probably is [owa's best

known reen  bed

everg ause of ils
presence throughout the state
There are few Jowans who fail

to recognize this common conifer
leaks
them in-
side out; when thoroughly dry, fill
with water hang up The
smallest leak will soon show up on

An easy
in rubbe

way to find small
boots 15 1O turn

and

the dry lining. Mark a circle
around each damp spot with ink
and make the necessary repairs
alter all leaks have been marked
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Georps Tovey haot
Finding his way through the trees to an over night resting spet was no small problem
until a flash bulb illuminated the arca and helped the gobbler see what was ahead.

by
L

| I : i

Goarpn T(?‘-'l"}' Pholo

Commissioner George Meyer of Elkader releases the first gobbler. Standing by was

Gene Hlavka, district game manager for northeast lowa. The rest of the birds were
discharged on the ground where they ran only a few steps before taking wing,

. A = e W G g g T T . e = R T w W, S

| and it may number to fifteen.

| what the crows watch for.

TURREYS—
Continued from page 97

beal thelr 'Euli,!_'a'r']l'.l WINngs and were

oSt In the darkness A couple ol
them were pretly noisy as they
encountered an unseen branch
while flying to a roost. The party
broke up. returned to thelr cars
and wi oo, went to roost 1ol
the night

Next morning as we walched

the sun venture forth over Lthe sky-

line, a single hen mallard whiffled
past our hide and splashed into
the pond just below. This seemed
to trigger activity among the dark

shapes in the trees. Long serpen-

tine necks ralsed and lowered
and heavy feathers fluttered and
seratched as the turkeys changed
positions on bare tree limbs, seek-
ng | better View ] the new
home O then two hens be-
gan vyelping Last night when

heard the same noise it was

attributed to a far away dog suf-
ering from larvngitis. Other early
'hen, not to be
ne, the duck rose to the occa-
yelp-yelp
dobble
the
mallard

joined in

5 o & I‘_ - .
sion and took her turn:

irom i1 h-
Fils

I;H.l‘.ff ;-.

the turkey hens
aobble
retorted

didn’'t have

answered
the

a CNnance,

loms,
She
however, when

all the turkeys opened up and made
the glade echo with their cries.

As the day brichtened, the birds
flew across the feeding ground and
iround the stream bottom

about the greal and abrupt change

CUT101S

0of scenery. Though we tried to
remain unnoticed and were par-
tially surrounded by brush, there
could be no question but that the
bhearded birds were aware of our
presence Time and again they

circled, always mamtaining a wide

berth around us

L.ater in

the morning when re-
turning to the car to leave, four
of the hens were spotted eating

scattered grain in the access road,
one flew from a tree not forty feet
away to a palch of timber in the
distance and another showed up a

mile from the stocking site, The |
way they ranged already, it's no
wonder that 5,000 acres {8 none
too much

The question of their survival
over the winter is a tough one,
pbut the Superintendent of Game is
confident that all or nearly all

will make the grade and be ready

LO nest next spring

Nesting is probably one of the
toughest periods in a turkey's life
The nest is made on the ground
in the middle of a thicket, making
both parent and « to
roaming red-
flecked eggs day
early in the dozen
eggs usually cluteh
In-
cubation lasts four weeks, during
which time a crow wreak
havoe. Wary as the mother tur-
kKeys are, they must leave and re-
turn to the nest daily and this is
When

'Zg subject
predators. The
layxdd one a
morning A

up a

are

makes
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George Tovey It

Perched high on a nearby tree, one of ¥ I

turkeys surveys the rest being released:

Lhe old black devils locate a lit"f*-t
they, at first opportunity, SWOEE
in and devour the eggs. Coons al

opossums also victimize unhatehe 3
gobblers. When and if halchst g
the voung turkeys trail behind Uy
mother for another two weeks &8

ing various grubs and insects W §
they learn to fly. Once 8§
customed to three dimensioits
travel, low branches of tres

provide night roosting places. §

Dig

It will be .'41"'..'1']‘21.] I".'!'.'lI':-I hlfflr“ L
Can 1'1

the success o1 t R

any positive conclusions
drawn about
operation. An open season on the '
15 highly unlikely though }ms:ﬁi“
in the distant future. Be that?
it may, the southern gobblég
were warmly welcomed and Iifﬂl.
a soul mnoticed whether the I
drawled Texas style yelping fﬁ|
gobbling through oaks and pi¥
in the forest called Yellow Riveé
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