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URGE STOP OF
INSECTICIDE USE

'he National Audubon Society

Bs urgently recommended
£: Department of Agriculture
g»p all insect control programs

il which highly toxic chemicals are
Bradcast unless incontrovertible
d dence becomes available that no
§-ious damage to human and
v ldlife resources will result.

I'he society specifically requested

1

g : Secretary of Agriculture to stop |

t* proposed control program for
t* imported fire ant on some 20
f llion acres in nine southern
sites. The program already
¢ der way.

At the same time, the sociely
yirned the general public that all
te of highly toxic modern insec-
t ides, fungicides and so-called
{ sticides by governmental agen-
¢'s, farmers, and other land own-
£s, including gardeners, carries
{ th it a much higher potential of
} rm to human beings and wildlife
lan is generally recognized.

“Insecticide hazards may well
 nk in seriousness of adverse ef-

is

jcts with the dangers of radie
} tive fallout,” said Mr. John H.
liker, president of the society.

! "he use of toxic chemicals for the
jirpose of protecting agricultural
1'd forest crops has now sKy-
i.cketed to the point where cumu-

Continued on page 14
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Alvin Wilde of Lansing is one of the fraternity of lowa
In northecast lowa streams, numbed fingers

sport whatever the scason.
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= .

Jim Sherman Photo.
trout anglers who love the
and frozen rod

guides are sometimes rewarded by ''lunker’’ fish and fast action.

Hunter Success At Brown's Slough, Colyn Area

A final tabulation of hunter suc-
data, gathered during the
State Conservation Commission's
controlled duck hunting experi-
ment conducted on the Colyn and
Browns slough areas last fall, has
been made, with the following as

cess

perhaps the most significant ob-
servations for Iowa duck hunters:
. - » The number of occupied
blinds had very little effect on
hunting success at  Browns
Slough, the controlled shooting
area, while there was a direct
relationship between  hunting

pressure and hunting success on
the Colyn Area.

. . . Hunters at Browns Slough
averaged 94 birds per hunter
day and 4.9 hunter hours were
required per bird. On the Colyn
Area, hunters averaged .64 birds

per hunter day and spent 6.4
hunter hours per bird.

... 613 hunters at Browns Slough

bagged 575 birds while 740
hunters on the Colyn Area took
473 birds.

Crippling loss was low on
both areas with a 10 per cent
loss at Browns Slough and 5.8
per cent loss at Colyn. The
greater crippling loss at Browns
Slough is probably attributed to
the fact that the vegetation was
much denser on this area.

... Of the 613 hunters using the
controlled area, all but five indi-

cated they liked controlled hunt-
ing.
The above observations are

gleaned from a “Summary of Wa-
terfowl Season 1957 and Controlled

i

Continued on page 16

TROUT

Keith C. Sutherland
Kiditor

think
revel 1n

H;'nni

of
the

When many
winter fishing, they
thought of a sharp with
which to fashion a hole through
thick lake ice, a darkened fish
shack, and the thrill of watching
a slashing walleye rising to grasp
a “jigging’’ lure or wriggling min-
now.

For many others, the picture
image they might recall would be
one of big rivers—the Mississippi
and the Missouri. A number of

anglers

| others might conjure up a mental

image of plump panfish from a
southern lowa reservoir or farm
pond.

For still another group, the

mind would reflect a different set-
ting still. It would grasp and hold
the beauty of northeast Iowa’s
snow-blanketed hillsides; of high,
capped bluffs with outeroppings of
limestone that stand like cloaked
sentinels above ribbons of cold,
clear streams. This is the home of
the gaudy brookie; of the flashy.
crimson-sided rainbow, and the
powerful, deep-fighting German
brown! This is ITowa’s trout coun-
try!

It is country at a time of year
when hills, valleys and forests are
mantled in frothy, Christmas card
sight capture the
heart of any who have it in their

repose 1 to

being to wax aesthetic about any-
thing.
For the winter trout angler, the

scene has all this and perhaps a

bit more. He, after all, 1s a mem-
ber of a hardy group -who._claim

trout fishing as a sport to be en-
joyed in cold well warm
weather. Sure there may be a dif-
ference in personal comfort
tween summer and win
but who like their fishing
consider this a secondary matter.
Make no mistake about it, win-
ter trout fishing is cold business!’
It demands a great de
ment in the open, withoul
tion of shelter and
warming luxury of 4
help chilled
numbed fingers, or
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SHERMAN HEADS
PUBLIC RELATIONS

James R. Sherman, official pho-

tographer for the lowa Conserva-
tion Commission for the past 12
years, has been appointed to the

fective
Wayne Sanders, who resigned in | should
Octobel ,

position of Superintendent of Pub-
lic

Relations

Sherman's appointment was ef-
January 6. He succeeds
to accept a position with

he U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

I'ovey Phol

LI v gy

JAMES R. SHERMA

his service as Commis

During
sion photographer
has
movie |

sherman’'s work
and

He also has
|

*

f both still

consisted of
yhotography
served as director of the television
“Outdoor Talk™
door Shop Talk."”
Before started

Commission, Sherman

-
2eries Anda L=

work for the
attended

he

the State University of Iowa and
gerved on the photographic stafis
of the Des Moines Register and
Tribune and Jowa City Press-
Cinzen

Surveys reveal that more than
half the angling in Iowa is done

1'..“1“.-'” miles of st

TE8aINS.

along our

Drop Charges Against Daubendiek

Court Rules Trespassing Does Not
Apply To Conservation Officers

Charges of illegal trespassing and assault and battery were dropped
January 6 in a Decorah the couxrt Robert
Daubendiek, Conservation Officer for Winneshiek and Howard Counties

The dismissal followed filing of formal allegations by John Carolan
who farms near Decorah that Daubendiek had trespassed on his land
and had assaulted his son, John Carolan, Jr., 15, during the lowa deer
season December 7

Winneshiek County At
missal cited the following before

Clifford

Justice o1 against

peace

recommending dis-

the W

irmey Isadore :\-Ir‘}.'i-*I 111

of the case Justice of Peace

* ) bho
e C I 1D O

his
i

Haebert Daubendiek is 0 (onservation Otlicer employved

= ¥ &3
|

'hat there Is o erime of trespiass in this ense in lown, #ither

il * e (o f Ty e e

That there Is no such erime as charged in this Preliminnry In-

I
..... Thot if you (the justice conrt) were to make a finding of guilty
hig ¢l Lthe IHustriot o It on appeal w Id have L et it aside on
1 Tl that P hhasne | no sSuch riines as Lrespiass L I Hi 1O
Mg el Tall1 LIL W iy 1«
Thaoat n Preliminaey Information wax filed without my (Meyver's)

I} ..'..|_|-||5_'. i il i i1

s Sinee this Preliminoary Information swas fled swithounr the Knowl-

ede or consent of the county atiorney of Winneshlek County, lowsa, 1

he dismissod at Lhe prosecuting witness' cost and Judgment should

N antored an LINEL i §L 0l Ionhn :'.f..t|:! T ||'|| COUTrt oSt I1|||"||I'1 111
LIve i

Prior to the deer season, the Decorah newspapers had carried a

large display advertisement stating that certain farmland would be
closed to entry by any person “‘for the purpose of hunting or enforcing
IAws.”’

WHS 0Oe

conservation
Carolan

of about 40 listing their names at the bot-

Persons

tom of the advertisement

On December 7, the Conservation Commission airplane detected a
deer hunter without a red back tag identifyving him as such. Conserva-
tion Officer Daubendiek was directed to the scene Lo apprehend the
violator. After ignoring repeated instructions from the plane to stop
the hunter ran from the scene and was later apprehended by Dauben-
diek on the Carolan farm. It was at the farm that the hunter was
identified as Carolan’s son, John, Ji

NATIONAL WILDLIFE WEEK IS SET

National Wildlife Week will be sible for informed public opinion
observed across the nation March | leading to much important legisla-
16-22. Theme of the 1958 observ- | tion and to many action programs
ance i85 ‘‘Protect Our Public|in the conservation field. Il is
Lands!" financed by civie-minded persons

The 1958 observance marks the | throughout the nation who every
20th anniversaryv of National Wild- | year send in small contributions in
life Week. First proclaimed by |eXchange for Wildlife Conserva-
President Roosevelt in 1938, the | tion Stamps

has been

{'..h.

SPOnNso) ircl .ITI!!‘ILI”}'

the National Wildlife Fed- |

week

SANCe

"COONS

f 3 1 1 the state groi = at - i
: m and s tate g "[!' tha Contrary to popular belief, 'coons
belong » the Federation ‘urpose

25 SRQEratl] UTPOSE 1 in the wild do not wash all of their
f the weelkl 15 to focus public at- | ¢

: food.

en 1| im. the importance of our
natural re rid ! ind on the }I!"Il:iil

WHOOPING CRANES
The whooping crane stands about

five feel high.

ing problems of conserva-

L10M
The

L1on 1s

Wildlife Federa-
Orf state I-l'll-l
leagues and their affili-
ated local conservation clubs. The
total membership exceeds two mil-

National
1N ABSOCIATION
The goldeneye is commonly
known as a "“whistler’” because of

the loud, high-pitched whir of its

erations ol

lion persons. It is not a govern- | wings, which produce a curiously
ment agency, but s a citizen's | resonant effect when a flock is on
organization, and has been respon- | the move,

DEATH CLAIMS
FLORENCE CLARK

EDITOR'S NOTE: The following
' L the Iat Miss Flor

Firsnatle iale BT

lari R i Mrs= Arlcllsng

FParke Iees Nolnd A member ¢

I onservation Commission

i ' 44 Mis Clark died al
I'rAkris '

‘hiemn Wisconsir s

FLORENCE CLARK
1874-1957

.

In the recent death of Miss
Florence Clark., conservation in
[owa has lost a devoted friend. AS

a newspaper correspondent in Me¢-
Gregor from the early days of the

Wild Life School, which she
served i8 secretary, she gave
strong support to all sound con-
servation measures. Over thirty
years ago when the Northeast.
Iowa National Park Association

O secu Na-
Park on Mississippl
bluffs near McGregor, and the Na-
tional Park Service indicated that
a National Morument might be
substituted to preserve and make

Fort te iIre A4

gave up iis e
the

Lional e

accessible some of the most im-
portant Indian Mound groups in
North America, Miss Clark be-

came a staunch and tireless sup-

porter of the Monument,
Through her news and feature
writings and pictures in daily

newspapers and magazines and her
intimate knowledge of people and
places in Little Switzerland, she
popularized northeast Iowa and 1ts
beauty. Countless
around the state
annual announcement

Freal sCenic
communities

awaited her

that once again the roadways,
cliffs, forests, and river banks
were aglow with autumn color
The crowds who visait this area
each vear 1 ever-imncreasing nuin-
bers give mute tribute to Miss
Clark's devoted loyalty to her

community and to the state.

HANDY MATCH BOX

An empty 12-gauge shotgun

shell slipped over an empty 16-
gauge shell makes an excellent
waterproof match box. Stick one

in your hunting coat, one in your
tackle box and one in your car.
Dry matches are real handy when
you need them!

There are 1,057 square miles in
the Upper Iowa drainage basin

Though color is often used in
identifying fish, it’s not always a
criterion since it varies
different parts of the
even within the same

good
widely in
country
lakes or streams.

or

The Mississippi is one of the
greatest rivers in the world. The
drainage of this river and its tribu-
taries embraces one-third of the
land surface of the United States.
It more than 4,000 miles long
from the headwaters of its Mis-
souri River tributary to its mouth
in the Gulf of Mexico.

135

hl'-

dra
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m M8 An official go-ahezd was given
(o 8 the January meeting of the Iowa

L 10 mservation Commission to en-
neering and game management
= ins aimed at bringing water
0- P ck into Forney's Lake and to
sivte “ 8 -establish a waterfowl refuge
Fat f' a
ppty 8 d hunting on the area,
pXCEH=t ) : :
“ . ot l Forney's Lake is located two
ek * ] T A : =
. yoit 0 1es north of Thurman in Fre-
~ . pont County.
Ul s =
v W As a result of Commission ac-
: m, the Shenandoah contracting
m of Sterling McLaren began

rk February 3 on the excavation

i a2 long, oval-shaped ditch near
= e center of the now dry lake bed.
. Bie ditch will not be a continuous
s al of open water, but will be
W8 "Buked at each end to form two
it ¥ B parate and distinct sides. (See
: o 3 | awing above)
pe == N Each of sides will be 3,250 feet
ng. The ditch will be 120 feet
.« 0'de from outside to inside water
a O T |; edas, and have a maximum depth
il five feet., The two sides will
jts ’-.'r‘”f: _‘| ipound about 15 acres of water
] o !Eﬂ Commission engineers have esti-
d 5‘Tmﬂ l ated that a total of 113,600 cubic
j1es 1:1 tt‘i.is. of earth will be excavated
:15._:”5; the construction of the water
gs B § eas. Soil from the excavation

$ drawing shows the work now underway at Forney's Lake in Fremont County.

the oval and around its boundories

1ll ke

will be

a three-foot dike
to hold earth back

spread and
installed

and to i-(u p it from sliding to the
ditch. [Jl:lg will be placed in the
west end of the ditch for access,

Work on the oval is expected to be
completed in 60 days
Ground water will be utlilized as

the water source when the ditch
1s completed. Commission engi-
neers estimate the static walter
table is only about 16 inches below

ground level.

A basic plan calling for manage-
ment of Forney's Lake as
fowl refuge and hunting area
already been adopted by the
mission’'s Fish and Game Division
More specifically, the area will be
managed as a Canada goose refuge

A walel
ll."lh
Com-

since this species requires little
water to satisfy them

The management plan also in-
cludes seeding of the area in the
center around the water areas to
such crops as wheat, rye and al-
falfa for the specific purpose of
attracting waterfowl 3ob  Bar-
ratt, Unit Game Manager, esti-

mates there will be 135 acres of
grassland put to seed. In addition.
it 18 planned to seed a 100-yvard
strip around the boundary of the

state-owned area with row crops

The project
will

FORNEY'S LAKE

FREMONT COUNTY

be managed specifically for Canada

that could be rotated. A portion
of state-owned crops in this out-
side strip will be left standing for

waterfowl food. It is planned that
this strip will be used as a public
fhooting area. Future plans may

also include

crop plantings of a
Kind and variety that will attract
and provide additional upland

game hunting on the area, Barratt
.';;|]Fi

Records in the long history of
Forney s Lake (it was traded for
a team and wagon in 1850) have
chronicled periods of hardship and
struggle. Conservation Commission
records show lake was dry
the ye; 1907-08, 1920-21,
in in the mid-thirties, The
Conservation Commission

acquired most of its 1,009 acres In
i

the

|[_:
Ak w

1942-43, and it was after these
vears that the lake was dealt per-
haps its severest blows. The Mis-
souri River flood of 1952 left the
lake bed i"llli,i“}' “:'1*-I'llitﬂ] On the
heels of this adversity came sta-
bilization of the Missour: River
and the diversion of the lake's
watershed (Waubonsie Creek) into
the Missouri. The result of Lthe
combined setbacks was the loss of
all water in 1953 and it has been
dry since.

includes construction of a long oval ditch to attract Canada geese.

Crops
geese.

| NEW LIFE FOR FORNEY'S LAKE

But Forney's Lake has had its
moments of ;,Iu:'jf, too! In past
vears it has held as much as 400

acres of water and has been recog-

nized as one of the finest water-
fowl areas in the Midwest.

Prior to 1953, persons from all
over the U. 8. visited the area each
spring to see the rnnvuntrutinu of
wild geese in the area. Cars dis-
playing plates from I""-‘l*!‘j_.“ Iowa
county and many states moved for
hours on end and at bumper-to-
bumper regularity to observe the

National
ameras c¢ranked out the
of the concentration and
magazines staffed the
Some game experts have

Spring concentration.
newsreel c
film story
national

spectacle

estimated that more than 90 per
cent of all the Blue and Snow
geese in the world concentrated at

Forney's each spring before events
deprived the lake of water and its
watershed,

What of Forney's future under
this plan? It would seem that if
the plan works in any degree it
will be significant in an area that
now offers little recreation. And
the project 18 given a good chance

at least an even chance—of
pulling and holding Canada geese,
say commission game officials
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Crows Help Winter Shooting Lull

— ) ey =

P

There comes a time along about | niques involved in crow hunting | Some hunters also choose the a chance to get accustomed to the
now when :h;n',:.» ,L'"T kinda' slow | with the .".l:}u- that they may add evening roosting time Lo hunt but blind and to continue coming to |
for the cunning members of the | to the success of some future hunt | it isn't considered the best method | the area. [
sporting brotherhood. Most hunt- | for the reader. If we accomplish|for top spori The undesirable Crow Calling {
ing seasons have passed over the | this, we will have achieved our |feature of roost shooting Is thal Crows come well to natural om -
horizon for another year and time Ppurpost it usually means one “burn out” artificial -h-:'.u_\,'-. and I'.'l]Ii?'.;; In

"-'11'1"-,; w3 LFLF 11-11- | T s 3 ..'i' 5 i ¥ ¥ 1 i 1Tl U :l||:| T '] '_i":l:'l_\_ 11t B LA Fah Fpre 2 i ¢
welgh heavy on I nan }: 01 thi ], ICALIOE 1 pin I vnicn { anaG Lnat el il M iy row hunter this I'F'."E‘l'l'._ Crow ]]H!lt:f'.;_' 1S Simi- i

rottld st ike to | hunt r involve ttle bit onside iz lesser sport than fly- |
fraternity who would still like to | hunt may involve a little bit of | consider this lesser sport than fly- | 15y and has much of the appeal and e

get outdoors and do some shoot- | time, but it can be done relatively | way hunting where they have a glamour of duck and goose hunt- ©0j

Ing. | easy and from the warmth of your | chance of calling travelers into | ing. But like waterfowl, the more

| "‘-ll ! 1o g ¥ -""___."'l A 1 1T Sl v 0 '? ¥ o\ | ’
Crow hunting has been the an- | automobile, Since crows have e their set throughout the day. lifelike the decoy set, the more tm

; iblished flvwavs they travel each Sneaaatful 4 1 - S
swer for many lowans who have ' ik When it comes to intelligence, | Successtul it will be -
. dav. locating them simplv means S : by =
- B 1 o A S L s ay, ating them simply means _ [
found the sport a challenge to thel . the crow has few equals in the Many c¢row hunters use dead
Y g 18Rt~ t+ o iy ’ i o e bl i ¥ LI H 1 i 4 4 LELY i W i LIlLel .
"‘I'.”:'r“"T'I!1r ti}i‘lf‘hl 15 I»l\-":.. s 1 1'1+.:r|. | RS i road e S B 0 11 f ma*iin }.- 1 i 1 . Tl 1 H Pyww ¥} -l 1
- ‘ = e LA [+ & | i |-|.'r'l"-i VO st 'f].,'-l!'. Once llniﬂ i'-‘p"li WD) I|II! )i nacure wlh ¥ Lilis Feidson |:"I'|. o ] Cl ;'F-_‘T"‘ LY YT - r-.”""!& |
- ’ ~ oF & $ i - : 71_ ~ - - Liid LA ) Pl =} | H ] L% ! ! L i - : ¢ : : - - . h : 7 .
mate in filling this void in the rec- | this answers the question of where he blind placed in the fiyway must | placing them in trees near their ¢
L . | W 1 = l.r A ] - LA -1l| il L' & L |.I -I‘ . . - &
reation ncture During these 3 . he ronstructed with meticulous care | hlind in ARBN . aranc near the At
HI'JH"II ’}]'1 Mes "‘l"‘*k:t n th to hunt an} likely ."“!H:'.'-"J‘ "‘Ih't in \ il & ' | sid = ’- ].: i I".ll.]-~ i 11l Open aleas Nedl el el 1
L1 LIELT LILELS H vy S LIl the hette 10T DAINS [ elv | vwhar h o 1 I e S18Y QEET] :
4 { : i iraws, along c¢reek or river chan ind the better, more painstakingly | where they will be easily seen
T W 1 1 =¥ =Fat L= i il R ol b A, =TiT 1T CF - (S I | # . F vy | 1 . i - - - i - ] = g L% - -
Uil scastils ans varly SPilS | nels. or conifer groves along the it is built, the better the hunter's | Snow is ideal for backgrounding
fishing thi I'e hunter really| o ' o <hould produce some sporty | chances will by Make the blind | decoys placed on the ground. The |
(1Tl ':.I'.I 3 vi } ¥ ar - ) : “'II': e B I 1C I ! Hi I ET-I-.r.'l: =141 A (lS |f 1t 1 i LT ) | & Vi raj r
’ | = i
S i oW it 1 lon'! rounaings a possible i i5 il toFelther aAng LN oW n tossed
" = L LA} aldLs o 5 — 1%
¥ i ¥ ¥ Vil% & 1 1 R— . ' "
hunt long before they are made Roosting' Flace iral vegetation found in the area up into lrees, eliminating he ne-
aware of the simple truths that Crows gather in open fields be- | By all means, cover the top of the | cessity of climbing the tree to po
St rnowledee of the erow an fore they enter their regular roost- | blind to hide hunters and any |sition decoys A good many
SOme Knowiedg: I Lhe crow ani A , ) ]
his bhehavior pattern and a sleeve ing place just belore dark 'hey | movement When in the blind to | however. prefer to get into the
| is i i | | 44 5 W Fo | | X 3 , ; i , : d a
full of well-devised tricks garnered | 180 leave the roost with the first | hunt, keep movement to a mini- | tree where they can place the hirds
in hunting him adds to their suc- | gt of dawn. Manv hunters are mum and suppress the urge to/|in more realistic fashion
successful then in searching for | look up. Crows will flare from a

Lse of Owl iing

big concentration of crows during | shining contrasty face as quickly ‘
Future Hunt | these times. They observe which | as ducks or geese. Some Crow A Great Horned Owl will add
In these paragraphs and the ac- | way they travel to and from the | hunters suggest a waiting period much to the decoy set. The owl 1
companying photo story., we will | roost and then plan to make a|after the blind has been placed. | may be either a live bird or decoy,
present hunting methods and tech- | ‘set"” somewhere along this rout2. | This, they believe, gives the birds with the former preferred by mosi
» ' ’ L L L - - L2 L ] w * ® - . P P . ¥ % ]

o)

i

&

Select scraggly trees in the flyway to place your crow decoys " -,rlnu.danl‘t w..int ig | Mast hunting parties designate ong pérson as the caller for at _!mﬁt a E.]r[uf the hunt, !
make like a monkey in a tree, the crow heads can be tied together and the birds then | then trade off. Calling should be done continually when the birds are in sight and fre- On.
fiung Inte tree. Boone-5tory County Conseérvation Officer Warren Wilson shows how to quent "'caws’’ when no crows are present will often bring in a stray or two. ¢

place decoys
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unters. For best results, the owl Time and Weather haps the most important pointers
st be placed in an open area. Time of year and weather are|lto keep in mind .f“r top enjoyment
he spot may be the top of a| factors in crow hunting as they |Irom crow hunting:
ree, a T'Hfﬂrl_'l}' ft'r:l-".'l_‘ p IS or on are in most other h““'[in;_: situa- Locate n Ay way by driving the
: ne of the most effective devised. | tions. A big percentage of hunters """“1}1"' tli”"-!"'_' ute ‘iﬂ""i e g
. : ; . ) vil T flving or during eari
Crow calling, like duck and goose | cleared ground near the set. Many morning or before dark when
alling, should be more for the veteran crow hunters tie a live they will be moving to or from
ng ' ¢ A SRS the roost
“['I).ql-:t'- it 51]1.-'!"'._'”"_1_1‘ h”-lh. to the owl down Iin an open Aared -'I.Illi. : : -
scov set than for anv other rea-|Surround the bird with dead crows, '“1'_"]':'1”?““:1 s iy M
on h _ cripples or decoys. This trick is possibly can and use cover that
= ~ - | i = 0 _-i..'_ S Té T} il
watch for movement of waterfowl For b that n | !un " f
o 1 3 et i P s 1 O » 'y 0 . T . - 100 o 18 Ctal e Uil y
= 4 E_[_f"“"”"- never used a '“'?‘ call, as a guide to the movement of thrown back or off i1 fast
- friend can teach you the funda- | crows. and like to hunt them at i-lll[llllilu-;:1rlll;‘:‘nl"ITrt:iHL:“t‘;”'lJ]hu | ”.".!1.&-,:-“..!_. P :
neal ar als a shor row ; - ! henient 48 pussiiie AReT 1 A missed shot, but keep calling—you ma
peal ant gaentals in a short time. Crow|iheqe times. Many hunters like to| (n the blind and ready to shoo! N able. o' bitan. Ml Bacth y
s¢ hunt- £ alling is II'I;.Ltl‘h"F:‘l} easy once the | Lunt during the nesting season, |, : e 5 X oll's 2 ; : . :
the mo hro:tlu- growl 15.111.1.*11111;: the beginning as early as April, and
he more §row’s raucous ‘‘caw’ is mastered. | 5,4 them particularly gullible to don's It-r- .h--rul-|1r.1b;-'.a;i At an oc
inanding i > s 0 riner : gion: missed sho Crows 1
pending a little time studying the | .a1)ine when they have young on || 'afteii- he: ocalled bBack Grce 6)
e atural calls of crows also will PAY | the nest. The least bit of w:iIhtH-T| e after they have been shot
3 5 L4 5 '} E] r "“ A - ] - i r
bhs ividends when vou start shooting during the nesting period will | \ L
~ I ’ =14 r . al - : o= e . i . n L
: hem from a blind. When calling bring adult birds scurrying back | I "-]!-::'3"‘ '.‘12“;_. ,I:l::ihI"-‘-'-‘;;LT."L “,“f_'.,'.’_
: rom the blind, a good plan iIs to |, their voung T esmtp Padpipea i b, Sy A i Ena
= esignate one person as the calle: ) ‘
~ — ; T OITOATS TN 1o T T - 1l have snither i | e - i P
= lnd having that person call contin- | Severe winter weather will have K R AN Temave all aced
o ously when crows are sighted some effect on the crow's behaviol | hunt 1s over Your farmer friends
¥ ! ‘ » = : L : s = s . e . . s inw vill apnpnrecinl« this i) may
B t's also effective to call frequently | and flying. ““.‘:’ will D moEe A Wil apprecigiatitiifs. I’1ut nay
ven though no crows are present, | ¢lined to use their roost more | turn them over for bounty, if
r appear to be. We say appear to during the day and to fly al lower your county pays such on crows
'F e because crows, like a lot of | aititudes in cold weather. But even |
allse f i : > T i ’ X F 1 faqgthprs
_' porting birds. have the habit of | With more {irequeni use ol the he plume of long feathers on
wing closer than the hunter some- | Foost during cold snaps, hunting o ";in‘i Bt s til-f:. -"‘e.‘fl-:"""
ot T inks / r o shar the roost is more or less a short tary bird stick out severally like a
imes thinks. And keep a sharp|* : e | WHAM! This one didn't get away! e Pl e T e S
"“‘,'u ]]‘l lll li'["_ni".i{}l!:-; !’lf'f t'lr:,'i'il"_-.‘ .:lI""I :I‘L"‘"{l i’!i.:']“i"‘L:..“:']L .'il.E:"j i1 o i'l +i;|1.. il lI!i I!_I Ll Il l.l. _Itil:"" }t_ 1[11\_ Li
-I:n'f' the irritating habit of slip- disheartening to get a few ?'*11"?-*| - ¢ | secretary's ear—so there is the
. - g : . ’ AT 2 ' P p—— - — - s %= vy ] # f ¥ fho g 5
nng in from out of nowhere. When and have th 1""“11:'" Crows move oul Sty the area for Iuw_t plavement expian ition of 1ts namd
are worke . anee | and on. All things considered, the Oof decoys. | scraggly trees and — -
g hey are worked within gun range, oy e e 'L e 3 e | open  areas for decoys. elthei TROUT
Vil S S nake certain that someone gets|sSet in a flyway will oifer more cripplas, dead crows or man-made |
The- O hat first bird! A downed crow shooting over a longer period of *I'“’" *I-'-' A v ".:-'i! Q) ”I'-‘l '.']'l'"'l'-‘ Trout lay their eggs in depres-
A : 3 e 4 Nn an open area wnero | wl y i .
= vill help bring others milling over | time. | 151y en sions in the gravel or coarse sand
: . . 1 o i vl YO TV | . s I gt i“”-}\;_
: our set! In summing up, these are per-|canll continually from the bhlind andg  0f Stream bed:
F '
|
|
\
|
"'}.. : I
I'.-'IJ-", |
4 |
J |

il el B

Ine of the most important things in crow shooting is to get that first bird!

This will

improve your chances of bringing in more! Jim Hibbs of Ames is the shooter.

T gt

-y =

| G
K

ather up the crows at the end of the hunt,
esture and you may want to turn crows in for bounty, if your county offers one.

Your farmer friends will appreciate this
FPaul

, Severson, also of Ames, polices up after a recent hunt,
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“I'M GONNA HAVE ''M MOUNTED

“No SIR, AINT WORTH A DARN"

< et

A Word or Two About Our Jim Baldwin . . .

Jim Baldwin of Spencer 1s Conservatton Ofhcer for Clav and (' Brien
Counties, Like a fellow officers, Baldwin has skills
far exceeding those required for a Conservation Ofhicer. Baldwin 1s a

Wil

greal many of his

;-.-fp”h.’w cartoonist whose work has been entoved by Conservation Com-

mission personnel for a good many vears. Because of the wide repu-

tation Baldwin's cartoons have received from fellow emplovees, the
TOW A CONSERV ATIONIST would be remiss indeed if it did not
share them with our subscribers. We therefore begin publication of

in this issue, and anticipate their publication
| CONSERV ATIONIST.

“Cartoons by Baldwin”
on a regular basis in future issues of the IONH

I . ld U colre !!Jl':lF'IJt'.rit' 01 I‘l'!lI'-i-ilil"u!HIJ
nsec{lf,!,f,,; rse. ,.L..-. “When vyou I'i'i:'.l.'{" that these
lative secondary poisoning  of E': '-':'-:rz]'l."-. nl::.i_'; -;1 }1:-._-.1. H;'_m‘:i-n.
human beings and wildlife, which f_"I"_' SR .““”"1"-H‘““-mf oy
already exists to some extent, may unthinicabl ?",! L E1‘1 I.'] b
become catastrophic grams be 1.1'.‘-.11,'11-"]'-1".":1 in the ab-
Mr. Baker cited tests conducted H‘:,'”J DL RIOCLE LIS I-_|'l-"I'-' e
by the U. 8. Fish and Wildhife I':HH DR SUGHRTE SIS ] L
Service, which reveal that in the | BaKe!
second generation of exposure to “In any case, the burden ol

insecticides in their diet, birds be- wof should rest on the agency

pr

in Mahaska

180-pound buck November 1%
Farmer got the buck at about

40 yards and reports the arrow went completely through the animal at this distance.

Haroid Farmer of New Sharon took this
county, using a 49-pound bow and raxor-type broadhead.

employing the toxic substance, and

not on the individual citizen,"” he

' said. *“This proof should be avail-
able for public evaluation long be-
fore mass-spraying programs are
undertaken. To make such tests

chemical
obviouslv

with a
-'_uiH']".Cl':‘.Hl".l- 15

concurrently
spraving

highly unsatisfactory, for the dam-
age will have been done by the
time tests are complete.”

With specific reference to the
fire ant program the Sociely

stated that the chemicals proposed
for use are far too lethal for wide-
spread aerial or ground applica-

l1i0ns. ;"\l'i‘”]"ftilrl,'_': to the U. S
Department of Agriculture, diel-
drin, one of the most deadly of
modern 1nsecticides to be ap-

E'!l'l'rl 1t the rate of two I!-!'L]]‘._ni_*{
pel In

may reach four pounds to the acre,

acre some areas the dosage
the department
by the U. S
Wildlife Service show that one
pound of dieldrin has sufficient
toxicity to kill approximately four
quail chicks. The Cali-
Department of Fish and
that only 11: pounds

Sd Vs

Fish and

- 5
lests

million

LTI

(ame reports

] 13 3 1
oI dieldrin per acri calusead ne

death of pheasants, quail, gophers
rabbits, dogs, chick-

snakes, jack
ens. geese and turkeys

In calling attention to the fact
that some. if not most, of the

chemicals would be applied by air-
craft, the Society stated that ex-
perience shows that it is impossible
chemicals from the an
multiple doses and

Ll
LLs

pply
-:,‘..-;1]-1,;1:',’ SO ITLE
complete misses

“The National Audubon Soclely

recognizes the seriousness of the
fire ant problem,” said Mr. Baker.
“We can well understand that
citizens of the affected states are

eager to have this troublesome 1in-
gect controlled. But we doubt very
much that they would be eager 1o
have their countryside doused with
lethal c¢hemicals if they
knew the extent to which they,
their livestock, and those that con-

sume the Crops ]'s:'u:hlr'm'] in the

these

area may suiiel
SQUIRREL'S NAME
The squirrel’s name comes from
two Greek words——''skia’”’ and
“oura.'"” Literally, it means "he
who holds his tail over his back to

thade himself.”

FROGS
Frogs breathe by swallowing an
They don’'t have ribs and hence
can’t breathe by expanding and

contracting their chests.

ANTELOPS
The pronghorn antelope can run
fast, from 40 to 60 miles an hour,
for three for four miles, then ex-

haustion occurs rapidly
The color of the ".'..';l“l"‘-.‘r_' ]ﬂlit‘
is a brassy olive-buff, sometimes
shading to vellowish sides and
white beneath. There are no dis-
tinct dark bars of motthings on
the sides, but rather an overall

mottling of black or brown.

| buddy

THIS CHRISTMAS
GIFT BACKFIRED!

Some of the ways in which
sportsmen maneuver their “better
halves' in order to wrangle fishing
and hunting egquipment for Christ-
mas are amusing.

One that we have heard since
Christmas was particularly amus-

ing because of a new “wrinkle"
that we had never heard before
and that we thought was pretty

clever

According to our informer, a
sneaky-type fellow each Christmas
for several years had bestowed
upon the “little woman' many and

sundry angling items. The wife,
like some, had not fished in her
life. She had about as much need
for fishing gear as a Sputnik in
her kitchen! Of course, this was
part of the donor's skillful calcu-
lations, for he promptly and un-

ceremoniously appropriated the
fishing items for his own use

An angling friend who was well
acquainted with the situation ap-
proached our nimrod just before
Christmas year:

“What are you givi
for Chr

this
ng vour wiie

inquired

ISTmas ne

“Oh, yvou should see it! I'm giv-
ing hel 4 five-horse outhoard

motor,” was the ecstatic response
LLater in the day, the fishing
telling his wife about

friend with the “cute”
method of getting fishing gear he

Wi

his angler

wanted
“I .";nl-'-lr ‘1

?jhi.:i:\'_-. l]!" ;ll]_

what he's giving

harlle

nounced. 'Guess

his wife for Christmas?"

“What?" the wife asked

A five-horse motor,” said
hubby

“That so. Well, you know what
Charlie's wife is giving him?" the
wife asked slyly

“What 7" the man of the house
asked.

“A new automatic washer and

dryer,” was the wife's matter-of-

fact reply

BIGHORNS
Bighorn sheep can lie in the
snow for hours and stay warm.

Their winter coat of matted hair
doesn't let enough body heat es-
cape to melt a single snowflake.

Artificial flies used in fishing are
best played on the surface with an
up and back rod movement and
under the surface with an up and
sideward motion

One of the outstanding charac-
teristics of the brook trout is the
vivid white markings on the front
edges of the lower fins.

Beavers usually cut their winter
food supply before winter sets in.
An early cutting indicates an
early winter,

The food of chipmunks include

nuts, fruits. berries, seeds, sofl
part of plants, mushrooms and
many insects.
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iz WE Continued from page 9
n 8- D ogical question: why? Why does
hefore § he trout fisherman put up with
uch adversity for the sake of
f shing? The answer is at least
3 hree-fold: a large and enduring

mndness for the sport, regardless
woard 0 f the season; fast action that fre-
and the

T Onse uently comes his way,

*.r*" ver-present possibility of ‘‘nail-

4. t tag'' that hefty lunker that has
yte’ \'scaped the net in previous out-

oay D 1gs, or one of the brood fish

tocked as part of the cooperative
. ar~ @ 'onservation Commission-U. S.
=z © "ish and Wildlife Service program
hat is underway throughout the
all and winter months,
The thought of taking
hese "‘bonus babies” is enough to
<mal B ispel all thoughts of numbing
.t mold, frozen rod guides and tingling
| eet from the mind forever!

one uf

- halfs The point that winter trout fish-
' 1g sometimes offers fast action
1ay be illustrated by a recent ex-

erience of the writer
/as the upper reaches of Trout
liver in Winneshiek County. My
shing companion and I had joined
p near a likely looking pool at the

The setting

: I], oot of a fast run, The stream, at
”, he juncture of fast water and
gd ‘}‘_i' uiet pool, turned abruptly, carry-
eal * 1g fast water along the far side
|aKE f the stream for some distance,
. 0 'ndercuts along the bank and the
e ast water made the spot look
Wit © Barticular ‘‘trouty."
"f‘-:: _;_ “Try it up next to the bank and
& 't your bait drift along the run”
1y partner suggested
I tried a cast or two without
'-17'5‘_. uccess. My partner watched with
“ nterest for the first few casts
18 {ro= nen moved on. 1 kept casting into
he spot. It simply looked too good
B0 pass up until I was convinced
w8 had worked it thoroughly,
SEL | A cast or two later brought a
Les harp strike and a nice 10-inch
ambow to the net. Heartened by
-y | nis turn of events, 1 fished it
:[EL.:AE' I. while longer, but without success
ds '11:_.. v little begrudgingly, I moved on
pF © WO greener pastures,

heriman Dhaot

Jlm 8
rout fishing in winter is cold sport but warm protection for feet helps the situation.
heeplined slip-ons inside boots is one of the most effective insulators against the cold.

= s t ’ - . _

Moving upstream 1 spotted my

fishing companion al a deep, quiet
pool below a cascading run, The
sight of him almost made me
chuckle aloud for here he was,
draped over the trunk of a tree

that had fallen across the pool, his
fiyvrod held aloft and his face peer-
Inmg into the pool on the upstream
side of the tree trunk

My first thought was that he
was hung up on the trunk, but he

quickly dispelled this thought, As
I approached along the opposite
bank, he turned his face in my
direction and asked:

“Would you please take your

net and help me land this fish from
your side?"

I was close t*:‘-.nli;-_':'i now Lo see

the silvery flashes of the fighting
trout in the pool. 1 waded in and
lowered my net as my partner
kept pressure on the fish. A few
seconds later we worked the fish
into the net. Another fine 10-inch
rainbow!

“What a riot that guy was! 1
tossed a salmon egg into this spot

and wham—the first cast!"
companion said, his face aglow
“That, in a nutshell, pretty much

describes the kind of action you

my

can get from trout,” 1 informed
him. He nodded approval

While this experience held our
interest momentarily, it was less
important than some other ob-

servations that were committed to
mental and written notes that day
concerning trout fishing in wintex
In doing the writer had the
would-be winter fisherman
in mind and the questions he might
want answered about the sport
What the cold, and
there ways and tricks that will add
to personal comfort? What aboul

S0,

trout

about are

stream conditions? What about
fishing equipment and methods,
lures and baits What about
stocking of brood trout? We'll
attempt to answer these in the
next paragraphs

About winter weather, dress as
warmly as you possibly can for

the sake of your personal comfort

while fishing, and as a precaution

in avoiding a doctor's bill later
This means insulated, wool or
wool-cotton layver “longies,” insu-
lated pacs, waders or bools or in-
sulated socks or several lavers of
warm socks if your footwear is
not insulated. Even with this pro-

chill after

longer

will
fo1

N L
1*‘r_JL

SNOW

tection. Vi

standing

Fell

i1l

]:t'-—

riods. This should give you a clue
about what things would be lhke
without extra protection

A parka or insulated jacket

with the hood thrown up over your
head will do much to protect you
against cold air and wind

Gloves to most are more bother-

some than they are worth, mostly |

because they are oiff most of the
time—tying leader material, bait-
ing the hook, freeing hang-ups, o)
for any number of other reasons,
Some anglers help the situation
by wearing one glove on the hand
holding the fishing rod while
warming the other in a jacket
pocket, then switching when the

-

exposed hand gets cold

Almost a "must’ 1tem 15 a rag
or towel with which to dry hands

after cleaning fish or handling your
You'll find your
hands will stay warmer if you Keep
them dry at all times.

A good hand warmer

catch or bait.

or two

AS
discovered

of hot coffee
have
there are few Lhings more appre-
by numbed fingers and
hands than to drape them around

filled with steaming

will a
mosl

vacuum

HiHII'lHI[lI'H
cialed

a plastic cup
coffee

But even with protective clothing

the long shallow pools for fish the
flyrod angler would probably not
get close to. This is particularly
true at this time of year when
clear streams makes it just that
much easier for fish to spot the

approaching angler Spinning

tackle also has in its favor the
bility to cast larger lures with

less disturbance and this improves
the fisherman’'s chances.

Worms, salmon eggs, minnows
and small flyrod lures on the fly-
rod, and large spoons and spinners

either silvel gold—are the
spinning anglers' favorites. All
have been successful this year.

If you are a natural bait fisher-
fish the spots where

Or

fast

man, L
water rushes into quiet pools, in
the poo!s, along undercuts of
banks, and in and around pockets
near rocks and open areas in
watercress and other cover. As

vou read the stream, ask yourself

the question: If I were a (rout,
where would I lie and wait for food
coming down the stream pushed
along by the natural currents
the stream? What 1S the pattern
of currents in this particular
stretch of stream and where, be-

caunse of them, would I most likely

| get a three-square meal with least

E

will add to your comfort and .H'HI

and cold weather aids, the old cal
heater will feel good after a stint
tn the open. Face it—Ilowa winte:
weather is like that!

Because of their rapid run-off
and gradation, a number of Iowa’'s |
trout streams are open {rom one
end to the other throughout the

winte: Waterloo and French

Creeks 1n  Allamakee County,
North and South Bear, Trout
River and Trout Run, in Winne-
shiek; Richmond Springs and Klk
Creek in Delaware, were open as

of mid-January and had received

stockings of brood trout by that
date
Other streams, while they may
not be open entirely, may have
open stretches that can be fished
Sportsmen and others in the area

you plan to fish are excellent
sources of information regarding

the streams and for best directions

and roads to follow in reaching
them

Trout water in winter 1s crystal
clear. For this reason extra cau-
tion must be the angler's watch-

word in fishing them successfully
Whether the choice is natural
or artificial on the flyrod. a leadel
six feet or longer with small diam-
tippet (1-115; pound
some prefer heavier around snags

bait

eler Lest,

and heavy vegetation) will prob-
ably work best for you. If the
choice is spinning gear, youre in
good shape to reach out and work

trouble? The trout angler who
finds the answer to these questions
usually puts more fish in his creel!

For the spinning clan, we have
presented one tip that is effective

that of working long, shallow
pools or runs with large spinners
or spoons in either silver or gold

finish

Another effective method, says
Conservation Officer Bob Dauben-
diek, is to rig with the lype of

spoons that are thick and heavy
the Kind have built quite a
the fast trout
s of the western s
Daubendiek, who is assigned to
Winneshiek and Howard Counties,
this type lure worked
successfully if allowed to sink
the bottom, then by
slightly with upward
the rod tip before al-
lowing il to settle and rest again
on the stream bottom, Keep Lhis
action going for the entire length
of the pool run, Daubendiek
suggests
This type of lure is better than
the usual product we see in this

that
record 1n

tates

SHYS of 1S
maost
and

moving

action

0on
i1t
of

r'est

Or

section of the country because 1i
has the necessary weight to keep
it down. It also can be moved more
nearly straight up and down
rather than at a drastic angle that
does little but cover distance and
brings the lure Loo close to the
.~1~.Jz!.,u'-' for the best fish-getting

tion. Daubendiek advises.

i1

A continuous open season oOn
trout has meant the addition of
this sport to Iowa's winter fishing
piclure. A winter trout trip

worth setting your sights on! So
maybe winter weather i1sn't ex-
actly a picnic—there is still some-
thing about *“Little Switzerland”
as she slumbers under her wintei
blanket and her trout that makes
all else seem |IIHH1§IHI'1{-1HL'
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Brown's Slough hunters took more ducks and were required to spend less hunting hours

to do it than on the Colyn Arca, a recap of hunter success on the two arcas shows.

The study completes the first in Conservation Commission history in which two nearly
similar duck marshes were compared.

Brown's Slough . . .

Continued Trom pass
Waterfowl Hunting Project” pre-
pared by Willlam Aspelmeier
IInit Game Manager for the State
Conservation Commission, The
summary appears in the Quarterly
I“J‘H_{Il't",‘\'.“i f‘.‘#'ltln.i'z' on Fish and Wild-
life Habitat Development prepared
for Commission members and of-
ficials.

Jecause of the uniqueness of the
experiment in lowa, a review of
the way in which the project was
conducted would seem i1n order.

In the interest of learning tech-
niques and methods of managing
state-owned marshes where heavy
hunting pressure i1s a problem, the
State Conservation Commission

last fall selected Browns Slough

.| v o - e -
and {_f_'l‘}:'p!- ,\!1'4 LI [,-1: s County
1 OI '*-ti!'_* .“'I[hii_‘l.' le]tﬁ 11o0n oOf T_h'_.'."':'l'_'

two marshes was considered ideal
Both were nearly identical in size

210-acre Browns Slough com-
pared to Colyn Area with a 200-
acre water area. Other features
were favorable for the experiment:
both were in the same Chariton
River watershed; they were situ-
1ted but three miles apart, and the
same Lype of agricultural lands

stirrounded bolh

On Browns Slough. 15 three-man
] ted and spaced
30 that each was situated In an

estimated nve 16y Len q0res. ol

S Were COnstI

shooting territory. No persons,

ezecept managemen!l personnel and
the hunters occupying blinds were

allowed on the area, Hunting was
from the blinds only, except in re
trieving cripples UUpland game
hunters were restricted to the up
land porti 0 the Area

4 SSIENIMs of blhind was de-
ermined oy L drawing il oLl
hefore legal shooting time each

day. An administrative charge of
$1 was made and at the time

blind was assigned, a permit was

. + ¥ ¥R &8s O ¥ y yul- gy k'

12511ed 1O gL UL CINngE Db LY.

e

containing
ildress cccupation,
d hunting license number of
the party, was ke
the headquarters building
end of the hunt, the party turned
hiunted species
recorded.
Huntfers

516”:;_’51

butlding
special restricltions
concerning the number of hunters
Hunters
checked in at the end of their hunt,
time their kill and hours
recorded
occupational

hunted

hunted

number recorded

obtained
AsSpelmeler
III'EJ yred
clusion in the ;
tabulations

ummary report
'-'I:'II]Ii'iJ;"‘.'
occupations, traveled |
hunter

returned

number
to the controlled
Yy harvesi

hunters

SUCCESS
controlled
hunting

each week during

significant
pointed
perceniages
The age group
evidence

comprising

formation
figures

interest

and under comprised 19 per cent
on Colvn and

Browns Slough,

Skilled laborers led all other
comprising

a classes,

Browns Slough,

One per cent of lhe hunters on

bolth areas were women

A total of 451 or 61 per cent of
the total number of hunters on the
Colyn Area drove from 51-100
miles to reach the area. while 444
Browns Slough
wme distance
the hunlers on

both areas drove 101 miles or more

At Browns Slough, 95 hunters
came to the area once, 56 returned
a second time: 34 traveled to the
area three times. One hunter
made 10 trips: one made 11; an-
other made 12, and one threw
superstition out the window and

W

hunted the area ldg times

Blinds 2 and 7 required Iless
er-bird with totals
of 2.5 and respectively. Blind
18 had the greatest harvest with
79 birds. Blinds 9 and 19 were
close behind with 66 and 64, re-
spectively.

hunter-nour

5-
2.7

Highest success al Browns
Slough was recorded during the
weeks of November 9-15 and No-
vember 30-December 6 'I‘H;} week

1 r.h't' "“hl_l.‘-!i ‘\.t".:l WASs L ..r:.!- 11-"!""':"1":
of November 23-29

Aspelmeier hastens to point out
that the general hunting picture
on both Browns Slough and the
Colyn Area was below previous
years, Unharvested corn in the
irea was a big factor and ducks
quickly flew on after short resi
stops on the Colyn Area refuge

]

Aspelmeier has estimated the to]
duck concentration on the Colyn
refuge during the 1957 season at
about 15.000—a prelly scanl nuin-
ber compared to the 40 to 50,000
mallards that have used the refuge

in recent areas,

' Wardens. Jales |

Rex Emerson, Conservation Offi-
cer in Cass and Audubon Counties
spins a tale about his neighboring
officer, Ward Garrett of Pottawat-
tamie County where, apparently,
some mighty strange sights are
witnessed on cold winter nights.

Garrett, Emerson reports, was on
night rabbit patrol in Pottawatta-
mie County recently. This was a
January night—cold as everything
with six inches of snow on the
ground

About half a mile from a house,
Garrett was jerked up short by a
sight that must have made him
blink and look a second time.
Maybe even a third or fourth!

Down the road ahead of Garretl
went a man with-—of all thwngs
a power lawn mower!

Garrett overtook the fellow a
little later and asked;

“Well, fella! Is the grass gelting
too tall or did vour wife take the
car and you have to drive the lawn

e

mower
Neither, the man told Garrett,

WHERE TO FISH?
CHECK LINE FIRST!

The henefits the angler receives
from data gathered and assembled
by creel census ;rPI‘:-‘u:rI'IT'H'E is well

established. DBut, as one party uoi
lown fishermen discovered re-
cently the data is =sometimes

closer at hand than he thinks’

The story is currently being told
about a party of fishermen who
were busily engaged at the spori
recently in the Mississippi River
near Harpers Ferry in northeast
[owa

Soon after the group started
fishing., Tom Molamphy of Win-
field . Creel ensus-taker for the
State Conservation Commission,
arrived on the scene to check on

the parly's iuck.

In the normal course of his
work, Molamphy gathered infor-
mation from the anglers regarding
the amount of time they had spent
fishing, the number and Kinds of
fish taken, etc. During his census-
ing. the tenor of conversation gotl
wround to the perfectly fair quess

the whys and wherefors ol
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creel census —what is it 2 and whal
does it accomplish?

Molamphy met each gquestioln
head-on, explaining how the data
is gathered and recorded on each
species and area and how Uhis in-
formation gives biologists and
fisheries personnel some insight
into the feeding habits, moves-

ments S1 74 ind growth rates of

—

fish, Most important, Molamphy
explained, is that this assembled

data is helpful in telling anglers
how to gel the mosSt Out of their

fishing recreation during currenl
and future fishing seasons.
Completely satisfied that this
should improve the angler's luck,
one of the fishermen bent Molams-
phy's ear in a confidential way
“On the basis of this creel census
work. where should we fish o
have the best luck?, he asked In
his heart-to-heart mannel
“Well first of all, I'd pull in my
line!” Molamphy suggested.
The angler complied, reeling in
a scrappy 9-inch bluegill, much to
the chiding of his amused [shing
l.'HHIII:IHlHHr-

Hybridization, the crossing ol
two species to produce an inter
mediate form, is known (0 occur
in trouts. suckers. minnows and

sunfishes

explaining that he was golng to
use Lthe mower to pump water!

With this information Garretl
drove on

Now e have no way of know-
ing what Ward might have bheéen
thinking as he left the scene, Wi
can only .'-.‘wrufﬂh- that it might
have been with “tongue-in-cheek
and with a word or two mumhhﬂ'
under the breath. Words like . 'f)f
conrse!  Perfectly logical! Whal
other reason would a guy have [or
herding a power mower abowt on a
cold Janwary night?”
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