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UPLAND GAME BIRD FORECAST 
A CLINICAL NOTE 

The followmg is the final ad
dress given at the state-wide Con
servation Chnic in September by 
Dr. A. N. Humiston Dr Humis
ton is a member of the commis
::.ton from Cedar Rapids and has 
donated many years of his busy 
hfe to this special form of public 
service. 

* * 
Mr. Chait·man, Ladies and Gen

tlemen: 
In summarizing today's discus

sion it would seem that I might 
have a choice of two types of 
summariza lions: 

1. An allempt to summarize 
the excellent discussions that we 
have had the privilege of hearing 
today, or 

2. A summary of the value, as 
I see it, of a meeting such as this 
to Conservation and to the Con
servation program. 

To summarize all of the ques
tions proposed to, and discussed 
by, the panels would be a gigantic 
task, also one that would be al
most repetitious, for each discus
sion was actually a summary of 
the opinions and convictions of 
the individuals involved or of a 
commission or council. 

However, I would be remiss in 
my discussion here if I did not 
congratulate Mr. Ernest Swift on 
his address this morning. The ad
dress has furnished us with a 
great amount of food for thought 
and I am sut e we shall profit by 
it. 

In a paragraph called "P erils of 
Conservation," found in South 
Carolina's official magazine South 
Ca1'olzna Wild Life and reprinted 
m the Wiscousin Conse~·vation 

Bulletin we find an admonition 
that it would be well for us all to 
heed. It says, "Conservation is 
moving on, there is no doubt 
about that, but the occasional 
shoals that delay 1 ts progress are 
formed by that most important 
facet of human nature self inter
est. We are all most lenient of 
our attitude towards ow·selves, 
and in jutsifying our actions. If 
everyone were allowed to judge 
himself, we would have few peo
ple in our jails, and none in bell." 

HUNTERS AND BIRDS 
-1959 

With the opening of the pheas
ant season only about a week 
off, Mr Average Iowan (and ap
proximately a quarter of a million 
others just hke him) is busily 
cleaning up the ol' scattergun 
and wondering what Lady Luck 
and Farmer Brown's cornfield have 
in store for him this year. Last 
year was pretty good; exceptional 
for that matter. About a million 
and a half ring-necks were bar
vested and this was due primarily 
to the wonderful hatch which oc
curred the previous spring. 

Jtm Sherman Photo 
Mr. Ring·neck-pride of the Iowa c o rn fi e ld-scootir:g to cover. Though somewhat 
confused a s to whe n he should lay low, he and his multitudinous brothers will be hard 

to root out of the 2 ,000,000 addit ional acres of c:orn put in this year. 

The picture this year is not 
much different although popula
tions are down slightly in the 
northeas t corner of the state; in 
southern sections, numbers are 
greater lhan ever before. Poor 
weather and nesting conditions 
account for the drop in northern 
Iowa lots of snow last winter 
and, too, this summer the corn 
acreage was mcreased by 20 per 
cent (two million acres) and oats, 
the prime nesting cover, was re
duced by 300,000 acres. If most of 
the corn is harvested by opening 
day, the pheasant yield should be 
excellent. 

To err is human, and admittedly 
we have erred, just as others have 
and probably as others wlll. But 
may I say that there a1·e no bad 
conservationists as such. Even 
the smallest spark of interest in 
conservation is good . There may 
be differences of opinion. Every 
man has a right to his own con
victions and a right to defend the 
same. O ften this difference is 
merely a different path to the 
same destination, a different tech
nic that produces the same result. 

My own philosophy of conserva
tion is one that can be easily sub
scribed to by any person. I be
lieve that our natural resources 
were created by a D1vine Being 
for our wise use not wanton 
waste. T hey reflect D1vme char
acteristics. The quietness of a 
stream, the timidness of a wild 
creature, the songs of our birds, 
the beauty of the flowers and the 
trees and of all things He has 
created for our enjoyment reflect 
His hand. Therefore if we believe 
in these truths we must recognize 
that conservation is essential fo r 
their protection and preservation. 

There is a lot of value in this 
meeting for all of us. In the final 

paragraph of the invttation from 
Governor Loveless, he says, "The 
God-gi ven natural beauties and 
recreatiOnal facilities of our state 
belong to all of the people of Iowa. 
Their preservation and improve
ment is likewise shared by all of 
us. I feel strongly that each Cit
izen has a right to have a voice 
in the shaping of our Conserva
tion policies." 

T his day has not only furnished 
us, who administer the conserva
tion programs, with new thoughts 
and ideas but I hope it has given 
all of us a better understanding 
of mutual interests and problems. 

I would like to see a sirrular 
meeting called again next year to 
keep us informed of yow· desires 
and to keep you abreast of our 
programs and problems. 

The prospects are good for this 
year's quail harvest also. Tem
peratures since July 9 have stayed 
almost normal and rains earlier 
provided heavy cover so that 
many broods of very small quail 
have been appearing since the 
middle of August. Fall rains may 
make it hard for your dog to work 
at peak efficiency, due to damp 
earth and decayed material from 
the heavy cover, but one good 
freeze should take care of that 
mcely The weather, of course, will 
render the final decision as to 
whether Mr. Hunter will strike it 

Now we have reached the end 1 ich again and the rest is up to 
of the day. I would like to tell the man behind the gun. 
you a favorite story of mine. The I. _ 
story of the Texan who viewed So with mutual help and under
Niagara for the first time in com- standing and with our great com
pany with his eastern friend. His mon interests in Conservation, I 
companion said, "You have noth- am su re that we, together, can 
ing like this in Texas." After a fix any mistakes in judgment and 
pause the Texan replied, "No, but solve our many problems, even 
we have a plumber that can fix though lhey may seem to be 
it." as gigantic as Niagara. 
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EDITORIALLY 
SPEAKING 
Rob <>rt Barra tt 

Il is an American heritage to 
hunt and fish Out forefathers 
were after food, while we seek 
recreal!on Let us not destroy 
traditton by failing to reahze that 
we arc guests of the farmers upon 
whose land we hunt. 

rn recent years a great deal of 
publicity has been given to the 
antagonism between hunters and 
farmers. Certain articles portray 
the hunter as a madman who goes 
about the country shooting up 
livestock and buildmgs, tearing 
down fences, leaving gates open, 
and destroying everything in gen
eral. Others have portrayed the 
farmer as a tight-fisted old skin
ftint who hates people in general 
and hunters in particular, who re
fuses to allow hunting on his 
property sunply because he is just 
plain nasty. We don't believe that 
either of these descriptions is ac
curate in Iowa. 

Iowans are genial people. Most 
of our bunters conduct themselves 
properly and appreciate the op
portunity of hunting on the 
fat·mer's land. Likewise, most 
farmers will readily grant permis
sion to hunt to sportsmen. Hunt
ing on the farmer's land is like 
borrowing your friend's automo
bile, you ask permission first, you 
leave 1t in as good condition as 
you found it, and you show your 
appreciation for the favor ex
tended to you. Common courtesy 
is a necessity. 

Perhaps we should ask our
selves to define "hunter" and 
"farmer." Often they are one and 
the same. A r ecent survey shows 
that hunting licenses are divided 
almost equally between urban and 
farm populations. Why not ask 
your farmer friend to join you in 
your hunting? After all, we all 
have the same problems and the 
same goals w e want a better 
way of life for ourselves a nd our 
families . Discussion might benefit 
both of us. 

IO W A CONSERVATION I ST 

WHY DO THEY DO IT? 
By Eldie \\1 . l.\lustard 

ll iuln!-( i..,t-G:am e 

Whv do they do it? That was 
the question which passed through 
ow· minds a s we s tood looking at 
the decaymg animal \\'hich a few 

, shot t days ago had bcl•n n high
sptrited \\"hitetnil. 

The incident which prompted 

this question started one morning 
when a conservation officer in a 
central Iowa county received a 
phone call from a farme1· inform
ing him of a dead deer m one of 
the farmer's hayfields. The oflicer 
then called me and asked if I'd 

I 
( 

1 
f • 

Re me mbe r, you a re a guest of the farm er in whose fie ld you hunt . 
host and you' ll be we lcome to come again. 

Iow2.'s factones and her fac
tory payrolls are the farmer's 
largest markets for his produce. 
The farmer, in turn, uses many 
of the products turned out m the 
factories One cannot exist with
out the other Many farmers are 
finding it profitable to seek em
ployment in industry durmg their 
slack months. Many townspeople 
are reversing this procedure by 
taking up res1dence on small 
farms and acreages More and 
more we arc coming to understand 
the other man's problems and to 
pull together for the common 
good. 

Regrettably, there are those 
hunters who are the small mi
nority depicted by the "madman" 
cartoons. The overwhelming ma
jority of our hunters resent such 
acts of rudeness and vandalism 
as much as does the farmer When 
the hunter observes such acts, 
however, res en tmen t is not 
enough. This is not a lime for 
apathy and complacency -this 1s 
the time to act. It is the duty 
of every hunter to make every 
effort to protect the properly of 
his f armer hos t. Report such acts 
of destrucllon promptly. 

If you do very much hunting 

this season it is a prelty good bet 
that some of 1t will be on private 
land. Do YOU have a place where 
the farmer wlll welcome you? 
Often, we hear the complaint on 
opemng day that all of the choice 
spots are taken. Would you expect 
to go to the World Senes and get 
a box seat without making reser
vations? Certainly not, and netther 
can you expect your farmer friend 
to save you the best areas with
out "reservations." It is never too 
early to get acquain Led and make 
friends with the farmer. Then you 
and he will both have a good lime 
opening day. During the middle of 
the week it is more like a regulat 
season ball game; you may not 
get the best "seat" but you should 
be able to find something pretty 
good. 

\Vben the hunting seasons come 
along it IS a wonderful tune to 
be out-of-doors in I owa. I<"'armers 
are in the midst of another 
bountiful harvest and it is time 
for the hunter to reap his harvest, 
also, of the year's crop of game. 
Just remember this one thing 
when you go afield you are a 
guest, act like one. Then this 
will truly be Iowa, "the beautiful 
land." 

like to go with him to look at 
the animal. 

In my capacity as biologist on 
the deer project, I was quite anx
ious to go and look at the deer, 
and try to determine what had 
killed it. Part of our deer re
search program entails the inves
t ign tion of the various agents 
which kill deer and which, by so 
doing, are a constant drain on 
our deer population Such investi
gations are just a routine part of 
good game management programs 
where all the factors which have 
an effect on deer population num
bers must be identified, and the 
degree of their impact considered 
when setting seasons, number of 
permits, and the other necessary 
regulations governing our deer 
harvest. 

The deer was not hard to locate, 
for even as \Ve drove into the 
hayfield we could see the legs of 
a deer pointmg skyward. Other 
senses told us the deer had been 
lying there for at least .several 
days. 

All our external examination 
revealed was that the animal in 
question was or had been a fint' 
female deet about 15 months old. 
and weighing about 135 pounds. 
Examination of her udders indt
cated she had a young fa\.\.'Tl, or 
fawns, someplace. (Subsequent 
search of the area did not turn 
up the young deer.) 

As we began to deflect the front 
shoulder we noticed a blood clot 
undet the skin, and closer exami
natiOn revealed a small hole about 
22 caliber size. It was then cleat 
to us that someone had shot our 
doe with a rifie 1 

Cause of death- internal hem
onhage. 

As we stood there looking at 
the doe, we commented strongly 
on the person who had, by his 
impuls ive action, caused so much 
waste. One adult deer and one, 
or maybe two, fav:ns-wasted 1 

What did we salvage from this 
magnificent 135-pound anima I 
which could have furnished sport. 
thnlls, pride, food, and many 
other in tangibles to the deet 
hunter who might have bagged 
her legally dw·ing our deer sea
son? We obtained one blood sam
ple for Dr. Haugen of the Cooper
alive Wildlife Research Unit, one 
stomach sample so we could de
termine her food habits, and one 
deer skull for our collectiOn 

P itifully small return from such 
a fine animal. 

Somewhere someone is probably 
wondering if he killed that deer 
he took a shot at, and if he reads 
the CONSER\'ATIONIST (I doubt that 
he does!) perhaps tt will give him 
some warped satisfaction to knOW 

that he did. Why did he do it? 
Who knows? I doubt if even be 
does. 

This same story will be re
peated again and again this fall. 
With the advent of the small 
game hunting seasons, dead deer 
start showing up. Autopsies on 

(Continued on page 180) 
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With their d istinctive a ppearance, the s igns ide nt ifying public hunting a nd fi shing areas 
all around the state a re guiding ma ny Iowa ns to choice spots, w hich b efore were used 

primarily by only loca l people. 

11/LES SIGNS OF THE 
(GOOD) TIMES 

Whether you hunt, fish ot just 
plain like to commune with na
ture, these s1gns and nearly 400 
like them will point the way to 
your kind of pleasure. New this 
summer, they stand on main high
ways through the courtesy of the 
State Conservation Commiss10n; 
an invitation to Iowans and vis
itors alike to see and use our fish 
and game areas. Huntmg and 
fishing access areas represented 
by these signs are found all over 
the state. 

For instance: the Mount Ayr 
Game Area consists of upland 
timber and prairie land and the 
sign means that it is open for 
hunting and trappmg (in season) 
of the pheasant, quail, muskrat, 
duck, squirrel, rabbit, deer, rac
coon, beaver and mink that are 
known to inhabit the area. 

The Bradgate Area points the 
way to the west fork of the Des 
Moines River (east bank) for 
channel cat, walleyes, bullheads 
or what'll you have? Bradgate is 

I also a fine hunting area. There 
will be another sign nearby to tell 
you of that. 

The State Conservation Com
mission will be glad to ma!l you, 
free of charge, folders describing 
96 fishing access areas and 99 
hunting access areas. There is 

~:::::::===::::::::£=======::J also a folder describing each of 
.. Iowa's 88 parks and seven forest 

---· I IIIII 

areas. All access areas, parks and 
forests are marked at the nearest 
highway by signs. So are the 
lakes and other areas under the 
Conservation Commission's JUris
diction 

Look for them. In most cases 
there will be a custodian, park 
officer or fish and game officer 
there to welcome you. If their 
duties have taken them elsewhere 
at the :moment, just go on in and 
MAKE YOURSELF AT HOME! 

S.A.W. 

.. ~n .. 

OUR NEED FOR TREES 
C. l\1. F rudden 

C ontnt i ., , i o n f.' r 
and 

Forestry is important to Iowans. 
While Iowa will always be better 
known for its tall corn rather 
than its tall trees, our forests con
lain over five million feet of tim
ber. Our annual lumber produc
tion totals 100 million board feel. 
We cut 300,000 cords of pulpwood 
each year, thousands of railroad 
l1es and much valuable veneer 
stock. 

A small dedicated group of 
technically trained men make up 
the Forestry Section of the State 
Conservation Commission. Their 
work covers many activities, all 
of which are vital to the conserva
tlOn of that valuable God given 
naturl\1 resource--the tree. Our 
foresters service the 3.2 million 
acres of Iowa forest land, which 
comprises 7 per cent of our total 
land area. Operating on a rela
tively small budget, the Forestry 
Section was established in 1946. 

A forester's job is to encourage 
us to protect our valuable forest 
trees from fire and disease; to 
plant our non-agricultural lands 
to forest crops; to assist our 3,400 
farm wood lot owners in following 
approved forestry practices so as 
to keep their timberlands contmu
ously productive. They also en
deavor to set an example of good 
forest management on our state's 
13,000 acres of forest lands. 

In considering the importance 
of forestry in our state, we must 
not lose sight that forest yields 
do not end with wood and jobs 
or products and income nor do 
they apply only to forest owners. 
In addition to stabilizing our soils 
and conserving moisture, they pro
duce continuous crops of wildlife 
and are important in assisting in 
flood control. And perhaps most 
important of all, during these 

1\Ja nford Ellerhoff 
.., .,., .., ,.int <'nd t>n t of For~:str~ 

Urnes of increased population pres
sures on the great out-of-doors, 
Iowa's forest areas provide about 
one acre of potential recreation 
space for every Iowan. All of 
these multiple-uses are factors in 
the well-being of our people, both 
socially and economically. Iowa 
without its trees would not be the 
Iowa we know and love so well. 

With the impact of population 
mcreases and the desire of Iowans 
for more family outdoor recrea
t10n, the foresters are working to
ward more and complete multiple
use of the state-owned forests . 
Bes1des forest management dem
onstrations, the program includes 
plans for better hunting and fish
ing facilities, conservation camps, 
picnic grounds, camping areas, 
foot trails, and trails for horse
back riding. 

Plans have been made to ex
pand the scope of ihe various pro
grams by hiring more farm for
esters. These men will be able to 
assist in the improvement of for
estry practices on farm wood lots 
and soil bank plantings. Your 
Conservation Commission urges 
every Iowan interested in a bet
ter conservation program for our 
state to become aware of the im
portant place forestry has in our 
over-all planning We ask that 
you give our foresters the active 
support and cooperation they 
need. 

Not all crows are black. The 
Clark's crow, named after the 
explorer of the Lewis and Clark 
expedition, is a gray and white 
bird, with black trimmings. 

The mourning dove ts the only 
game bird found ln {'Very state in 
the nation. · 
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Whethe r you start f rom the head or t ail, hot picking the feat hers in the fi eld saves a 
long messy job in the e ve ning whe n fa t igue from the hunt has really set in. 

PICK YOUR PHEASANTS THE EASY WAY 
Jame R . herma n 

"'utt t- ri nt t-nde ut nf Puhl it• Ht• l:ttlun-. 

Fall is a wonderful season of 
lhe year for many Iowans and 
especially for those hordes of 
hunte1 s who pursue the king of 
the game birds, the ring-necked 
pheasant But what more dismal 
prospect 1s there in the book than 
to remembet on arriving home 
that there are pheasants in the 
bag which must be picked? 

There 1s an easy way to avoid 
lhe dreary labor of scalding or 
dipping in wax or whatever messy 
method was recommended last. 
For the first few minutes after a 
pheasa n l has been shot, the 
feathe1·s can be p1cked with ease. 
As soon as lhe bird starts to cool 
even slighUy, the feathers seem 
lo become an inseparable part of 
lhe skin. 

Many old-timers pick their 
birds as soon as they pick then up. 
They use a rolling motion of the 

hand. starting al the neck of the 
bird. pulling the feathers towat·d 
the head and presto-chango a 
disagreeable job IS done in short 
order 

H ead and neck feathers should 
be left on the bird to remove any 
doubt as to sex m case a con
servation officer w ishes to check 
the bag 

The feathers can eastly be dis
posed of by scuffing some loose 
dirt over them or lhe hunter can 
carry a paper " h Ller" bag in his 
hunting coal and lake lhe feathers 
home for the garbage man. 

Another advantage of this "hot 
picking" method is that 1t allows 
the bird lo cool more qu1ckly and 
thus msures fresh meal even 
though lhe day is not cold 

So ask the farmt>r first. look 
before you shoot, pick yoU! pheas
ant hot and enjoy Iowa's mag
nificent pheasant hunting 

-------------
WHY DO THE\' DO IT?- they are hunting squinels or 

tCon inuc<i from page 178) pheasants? When we find the 
many of these animals 'Aill show answer to this, perhaps we will 
that they have been illegally also discover why a certain few 
killed by hunters usmg either individuals get a great lhull out 
twcnly-lwo rifles or birdshot. of shooting up road s igns, mail-

Why do some of our hunters (I boxes, electrical insulatms, or the 
can't call lhem sportsmen) have farmPr .s llvestock. 
lo take potshots at a deer when 1 Why do they do it? We plam 
it pops up in front of them while' don't know 

CARE FOR INJURED 
DOGS 

car. Carry him there If he is 
weak from shock or loss of blood, 
don't take him home in the trunk, 

By Ha rold Brand put him up in front and turn up 
If vour dog 1s mjured whil e the heat. 

hunting or otherwise, the propel "Tin c:ms and broken glass can 
first aid treatment may save your cause ::-orne severe foot injw·ies. 
dog's hfe and ease tls pain. Dr. An emergency tourniquet, !ash
Gerald Somers of Alton. Illinois, inned from a leather shoelace or 
a vete1 inarian. offered the follo\a,·- t1ghtly l'Aisted handkerchief, ap
mg pointe1 s on how to handle plied lo the leg, will usually 
some of the more common acci - slacken the loss of blood from a 
dents which may happen to your hadly cut foot. 
dog. 1 "If you think that your dog's 

"Wire cuts and gashes, such as leg is broken, remember that 
I caused by jumping fences, should bending and twisting the leg to 

not have iodine or mercurochrome find out just how bad the fracture 
poured into them Strong disin- is can turn a simple break into 
fectants burn healthy tissue and a boneless one. 
delay healing Wash lhe dirt out "Don't forget. and a lot of hunt
of the wound with clean, cold wa- crs do forget, that a dog which is 
ter running all day and working hard 

"If long hair hangs into the cut. ':leeds more nourishment than one 
clip the hair a way from the edges. that i::: dozing the day a way in 
If you think the gash is bad h1s pen. Inc1ease his food And 
enough to need suturing by a if he is really working hard. add 
'vet,' don't thmk 1t over for a <-orne meat scraps or horse meat 
couple of days, but get it done to his rations. 
while the wound is fresh. Il usu- "And lastly. don't expect that 
ally heals quickly if closed when ·anine backyard loafer, who has 
fresh. but a wound a few days chased nothing faster than horse
old. with infection started, may flies , fleas and soupbones all sum-

1 take a long time in healing. mer. to turn mto a rough. rugged 
1 "Should your dog be acciden- outdoor critter overnight. Break 

tally shot, and it happens every him in easily and gently, as you 
day to the best of them. or should \\'Ould yourself." 
he get hit by a ca1 01 otherwise All hunters and dog owners \\'ill 
ser1ously hurl. just remember lwo do well to remember Dr. Somer's 
things: Keep him warm and move suggestions. A little care at the 
him as little as posstble Don't proper time is of great impor
let a bleedin~ dog hobble to your lance Altol! Jlli11ois Telegraph . 

I 

Jint Slwrnh'O ' I t 

Prompt attention and care for your dog 's InJuries mea ns a lot to Rover and helps to 
get the both of you back in the fie ld without losing more time than is necessary dot," 
ing t he season. If he's badly hu t , cilrry him ba~k to the car-wouldn ' t he do t e 
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Mowed strips cut at intervals across the fi eld get old man pheasant up in the a ir 
sooner and help to preve nt bunching of birds at the end . 

THE SEASONAL SEE-SAW 
I n the past seve1·al 1ssues you, h1gh yield of agt iculltual crops 

nust have noticed that much with the maximum harvest of 
;pace has been devoted to the game birds and th1s too seems to 
)roblems and practices of land be fairly well resolved By means 
nanao-ement for the belterment of mowed strips between covet 

~ 

>f o-ame birds in particular and and food, the hardy 1 ing-necks 
b 't .vildlife in general. In the sur- flush sooner. The hunte1 doesn 

·ounding picture story an effort have to walk the length of a corn- ' 
1as been made lo show what a field before seeing his game. 
nanaged area actually looks like. Spaced cross-strips break up the 
rhe requirements of our most long run to the E>nd of cover and 
;ought after game bu·d, the pheas- up they go when a cleared area 
tnt, are quite simple. Just con- 30 feet wide stands between them 
nder your own case You want and more cover. On warm days 
t place to have and rear your early in the season look for them 
roung- a home. The pheasant in the feeding grounds such as 
,.,ants nestmg cove1 Your stom-1 cornfields. etc., and later on, w1th 
tch provides another requirement snow in the picture. try the grass 
- food. T he pheasant feels like- cover and shrubs More flushing 
vise. Your active nature demands means more birds harvested and 
·xercise and so does the pheas- thus with top production lhe most 
tnt's. He wants a covered area efficient utilization of the area is 
o run in possible. 

I With these th1ee basic needs in By providing for and protecting 
nind the solution to lhe problem the bir<is until harvest time and 
>ecomes easy in theory at least. then taking out the optimum 
rhe stickle! is how Lo combine a number to maintam high repro-

fnl 

Waist high cover plus much sought after 
sunflower seeds and milo are planted for 
the game at the East Swan Lake area. 

Pampe red birds-you bet! 

ductive pressure our game bird 
population should no longer suffer 
yearly highs and lows and instead 
raise the low periods to be con
sistent with ever increasing de
mands of Iowa hunters. M.K.J 

Only two types of mammals lay 
eggs: the duckbill and the spiny 
anteater 

--
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HISTORICALLY 
SPEAKING 

B y Stan WidnE>y 

The Gay Nineties saw some ex
cellent leaders in the conservation 
of fish and game. They definitely 
had the "right idea," and many 
of om ptesent day practices were 
developed from what they had 
to learn lhe hard way Hampered 
by slow and often faulty legisla
tion, our fish commissioners were 
forced to be lobbyists and used 
every form of legal persuasion a 
1959 professional $20,000 a year 
lobby1st uses and then some. 

The two most important 1tems 
put through the General Assem
blies of the Nineties were: the 
Fish Car. and legislatiOn which 
made lhe "Fish Commissioner" a 
"Stale Fish and Game Warden." 
Th is gave him status that com
pares with our present day Direc
tor of lhe Conservation Commis
sion, lhe Chiefs of every division, 
Supervisors, Officers, Biologists, 
Game Units and their Managers, 
the complete Engineering Depat t
ment and Public Relations-all 
combined. He never had over five 
men on his staff except for a "dep
uty" in each county who tried to 
look ~ftet lhe "Sooners." a name 
applied to poachers of that day. 

Those Wardens worked seven 
days a week. almost around the 
clock, with a fierce pride and de
termmation that would not be 
denied When Warden George E. 
Delevan finally got the Fish Car 
his pride knew no bounds. 

Ha" l<eye I 
Dele"an said of the H awkeye. 

" ... it creates a healthy senti
ment in favor of law enforcement 
relating Lo the protection of fish. 
Whenever a load of fish is de
posited, the people al once take 
measures lo secure their protec
tion, a nd either a deputy is at 
once appointed or a 'rod' club is 
organized. The people become 
interested in the work of preserva
tion and greatly aid us in our 
efforts at enforcement The re
pairs on the Fish Car, H awkeye. 
during the three years (it was 
delivered in 1896 > it has been in 
opera t10n, have been small; $100 

l('untinut'<l on pa~e 184) 

lultlflora Rose and Honeysuckle plantings render a protection service between sepa· 
lhd food and cover areas. Called travel lanes, they ' re busie r than Grand Central 

Station in early morning and late aft ernoon a nd evening. " He can't swim" 
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Bays Branch L.1ke Three·qu<~rters of a mile east an~ two miles no~h of Panora !n 
Guthrie Count y , the bed of this lake w as complet ed tn Sept e mber, th ts year It wtll 
be fi lled t o t he normal leve l marked in black by spring or early summer. 1. Da m a nd 

spillw a y w it h the new east -west road 2. Headquarters house and garage. 

THE BAYS BRANCH FISH AND 
MANAGEMENT UNIT 

GAME 

A new uniform was taken mto 
consideration by the Commission. 
:\1odeled by Officer Jnmes R ipple, 
the deep ohve green, whipcord 
uniform has both summer and 
wintet· adaptations. 

Land acquisition position up
graded from superviso1· to a:;sistant 
superintendent and conespondin~ 
salary range is $4.800 to . 5Ji80 

New position created Supe1 m
tendent of Land Management, to 
be filled by Paul Leaverton, pres
ently the superintendent of game. 
Replacing Leaverton will be Wil
liam Brabham. a federal a1d as
sistant superintendent. 

An easement resolution concern
mg the Coralville Reservoir· and 
Lake Macbride m the form of a 
contract with the U S Army 
Corps of Engineers was passed. 

1 
A delegation from West Union 

seekmg Improvement of the Echo 
Valley State Park in Fayette 
County met the Commission Ap
proval was given subject to a 
maintenance agreement from the 
del ega t10n. 

Delegation from Fremont Coun
ty reported to the Commission that 

B y Lester C. F le ming much land which should normally 
lJni t ' r.m a J.:{' t' I belong to t~e slate has been taken 

(Editor's Note This is the sec- I ous year·s, and the lake is Just ?vcr b~ adJacent landov:ners and, 
ond in a senes of articles about startmg. Perhaps the best news. 10 one msta_nce. a large IS~and has 
the various departments of the to fishermen al least, is the fact been occupied by a re~tdent ~f 
State Conservation Commission, that authont1es say that our new Nebraska. The delegatiOn eslt
lhe duties of the men in those de- lake will be stocked with northern . mated that 43,000 acres IS ava_11-
partmcnts and something about p1ke largemouth bass and cat able to the state since the Mts-
th lh 1 Tb fi. t ' 1 d d . d souri River has been brought e men emse ves. e rs A new, grave e roa wm s under control 
a r·ticle. in the September issue, de- at·ound the uplands south of the 

The Wmnesh1ek County Conser
scribcd I ov .. a's Fish and Game headquarters area that offers an vation Board asked the Commis-
1\""anagement Units made poss1ble excellent v1'ew up the valley for 

' sion to accept a 15 acre r1ver ac-
by Federal Aid \Vildlife and Fish several miles, all the way to La k in cess a rea next to a paved pl·imary 
Restoration Acts The Unit Man- Slough. The h1lls abound w1th road and scemc limestone bluifs 
ager's duties were covered by J ack plant1·ngs to st11·t tlpland game Im-

. plus a ten acre area on Bohemian 
McSweeney, Assistant Superin- mediately below, flocks of ducks Creek. The Commission accepted 
tendent. take off a nd land or swim lazily them because of the need for ac-

Lester !<'leming is the Bays in the small ponds a nd marsh 
Branch Unit Manager. He is typi- land formed by the new concrete 
cal of all Unit Managers in his m- dam at the south end A graveled 
tense interest in his job. He is 36 parkmg area, s t1ll unmarked by 
years old and has been with the tires. stretches across the west end 
department since 1951 with the ex- from near t he dam to the road 
ceplion of a year with the U. S leading up to headquarters. 
Forest Service L ester was with 
the Rice Lake Umt for five years 
before he moved to Bays Branch 
two years ago. 

In this issue, Les gives an ac
count of his unit, part of which 
has just completed its develop
ment in what promises to be one 
of the finest of the state's artificial 
lakes for t;olh hunting and fishing. 
Here is how a dedicated man looks 
at his work:) 

Bays Branch Fish and Game 
Unit consists of ten areas. Five 
of these are game areas composed 
of upland nnd man;h, and four are 
stream Hshing accesses. One area. 
Lennon :Mills, 1s a small, ten-acre 
limbered tract adjacent to the 
south edge of Panora in Guthrie 
County and is as yet unimproved. 

Thousands of sportsmen are en
joying the hunting and fishing of 
the Bays Branch Unit annually. 
More ducks have been seen there 
this year than in any two previ-

Th1s work was completed m 
September of this year. The lake 
will be full by next spring or early 
summer The v1ew from the south
ern hJ!J road will then reveal a 
lake more than two and one half 
mJles long and someL1mes as much 
as a quatter of a mile wtde At 
the dam, and along the old creek 
channel, il will be from ten to 
twelve feel deep and wtll be ready 
to fish by 1961 Meantime the 
entire area is open to public hunt
ing. 

The lake, which will cover 285 
surface acres when full, will not 
"Orne w1thm two miles of Lakm 
Slough, although Lakin can be 
seen through binoculars as you 
look north up the valley over the 
future lake bed. The lake how
ever should enhance the view of 
migraling wa t crfowl every fall 
nnd spring for whJC'h Lakm Slough 
1s already famous. 

Located one mile east of Yale, 

cess areas. 
Low btd for 

Prairie Rose 
was approved 

conslructton of the 
Dam, $225,783 98, 

The State Htgbway Commission 
was given permission to construct 
a new bridge across the W apsipi n
icon River at McCausland. 

The Slate H1ghway Comm1ssion 
was given permission to dredge 
silt and sand in the Cedar River 
where it is crossed by Highway 80 
in Cedar County. 

Appanoose County was given 
permission to build a r eservoir 
area to be turned over to the 
county conservation board for 
maintainance 

Lakin Slough contains 300 acres, 
of which about one-half is natural 
pra1rie marsh. The major devel
opment work was compl(>ted m 
1949 and has produced a fine water
fowl area for cen tral Iowa It is 
all open for public hunlmg 

Other areas covered by the Ba ys 
Branch Fish and Game Mnnage
ment Unit contain the following: 

Dunbar Slough, a 507 acre area 
located four miles southwest of 
Scranton in Greene County, con-

County Conservation Boards 
Wright and Humboldt Counti 
were granted permission to a 
quire three to seven acres for 
park . 

The Carroll County Conserv 
lion Board was given permissi< 
to construct a service building . 
Swan Lake P ark, the S1,200 co 
to be paid by them. 

The State H1ghway Commissic 
was given two-tenths of an ac 
from Red Haw State Park f, 
right-of-way. This won't affe 
park use 

The Backbone State Park co 
cession will conti n ue under t l 
same manag-ement under a fi 
year con tract. 

In a joint meeting with tl 
::'l:atural Resources Council, tl 
Commission instructed the actir: 
director to meet with the Natur . 
Resources Council to solve pro 
Jems of mutual interest. Agre 
ment was reached on a joint r 
search project to establish tl 
base flow of our streams. A 
agreement was made to make 
joint report to the Senate Selec 
Commtttee when it convened 
Des Moines, October 19. 

A request from the crty < 

Paullina for 27 acres in Mill Cree 
State Park to be purchased ~ 

$150 per acre for use as an a 
strtp was r ejected. 

To be given further consider~ 
tron IS a request from Delewat 
County for funds for a historic~ 
site 

Black H awk County Conserv< 
tion Board was given permiss10 
to acquire an acreage adjacent t 
Arch MacFarland Park. 

The biennial reciprocal agr et 
ment '\Vith Mmnesota on borde 
lakes was renewed without chang 
m the regulations. The wint£ 
fishing regulations, covered in a( 
mmistralive order No 280, abot 
ice fi shing shanties were rene\'1-'e 
without change 

Official approval was given t 
remove Cheever Lake at E sther 
vtlle from status as a refuge an 
make it a public shooting groun 
on the basis that it is too small t 
be effect1ve as a refuge. 

The Buchanan County Conse1 
valion Board was granted permis 
s ion to purchase ten acres nex 
to the Hazleton Area for th 
token sum of one dollar. 

The Commission agreed to put 
sue an "open door" policy at sub 
sequen t meetings. 

tains a natural prairie marsh o 
about 225 acres. Some ducks ar 
hatched on t he area each year anc 
il is also a n excellent pheasan 
producer The north part of Dun 
bar Slough has been established a. 
a wildhfe refuge with no hunttn! 
allowed; the rest is open to public 
hunting 

Goose Lake is a 456-acre are; 
about five miles north of J effers01 
in Greene County. A water diver 

(Continued on page 183) 
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THINK TWICE
BEFORE YOU 

DOITYOURSELF 
B y J ack Can t hou 

"Let's build a boat," my cousin 
Winslow satd to me a few months 
back. Little was I to know that 
Winslow was a victim of the in
famous doityourself craze. 

The missmg thumb on hts left 
hand and the sagging right shoul
der, the former resulting from 
a misfired rocket and the latter 
from some overly loaded shotgun 
shells which Winslow had done 
himself, should have been ample 
warning against this fiendish 
cousin. 

After swimming out of the 
murky depths of the rtver where 
ow· boat was launched and sunk 
in almost one easy operation, the 
sinking being much easter than 
the launching, and losing a motor 
in the process, I became suddenly 
aware of people who s uffer from 
t!:le mcurable disease of doityour
selfism. 

When early man found that a 
round wheel would roll better than 
a square one- they said it couldn't 
be done he opened the way for 
doityourselfers from there to eter
ruty. 

Such a humble beginning finally 
t'esulted in the crossbow, gun 
powder and, eventually, the H
bomb. 

Civilization down through the 
ages has had many dottyow·self
ers as leaders. The Egyptians 
built pyramtds with doityourself 
slaves, the Mound Builders, oddly 
enough, built mounds and the 
Greeks utilized wood products in 
building horses. 

I conducted a closer study of 
Cousin Winslow, from a distance, 
and found that he was inflicted 
with The Malady early in child
hood, which almost any psycholo
gist will tell you is an extremely 
formative period. 

H is .first project was a boom
erang arrow which boomeranged 
on Cousin Winslow, knocking out 
six teeth. His first classic doit
yourself in the sport of .fishing 
consisted of trying to teach a 
live fty to swim under water, al
most drowning himself in the at
tempt. 

In later hfe be built walls which 
crumbled, an outdoor barbecue 
unit which burned to the ground 
(Don't ask me bow!), a camping 
outfit which conststed of a sleep
ing bag which shrank when wet 
(He almost smothered in this 
one!) and a fishing reel using 
rubber line. (When a fish struck, 
the line was supposed to snap it 
out of the stream. Instead, the 
line broke, springing back to in
flict a nasty gash on my other 
cousin Wendell who was .fishing 
With Winslow. Winslow and Wen
dell don't speak to each other 
anymore.) 

Don't get me wrong, there have 
been a lot of worthy contributions 

IO W A CONSERVA TI ON I ST 

made to society by doJtyourself
ers. But none of the contributors I 
have been related to me. 

To overcome the strong temp
tatiOn of becoming an outdoor 
doityourselfer, I read quite a lot 
I'm reading an interesting book 
now titled, ANYONE CAN BE 
AN EDITOR. W est Vir!Jillia Con
~ervatian. 

BAYS BRANCH-
(Continu<'<i from page 182) 

sion project completed in 1959 
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George Tovey Phot.o. 

should help this former fine duck 
hunting spot regain its reputation, 
lost when the lake was drained 
40 years ago for agricultural pur
poses. It has always been an ex
cellent pheasant producer how
ever, although the area is difficult 
to hunt due to its heavy cover. 
The use of dogs is strongly recom
mended. The entire area is open 
to public hunting. 

Empty c ha mbe rs a re good insura nce (and it doesn' t cost a cent ) for you and your 
frie nds while d emons t rat ing how slippery your leather is. 

McCord Pond is a wildlife ref
uge of 112 acres located three 
miles southwest of Bayard in 
Guthrie County. This is another 
excellent place for bird watchers 
to observe waterfowl during the 
spring and fall migrations as coun
ty roads bound the area on l wo 
sides. 

Earlham Bridge Access is a 
nine-ac.re area on the South Rac
coon R iver five miles northwest 
of DeSoto in Dallas County. It 
provides public access to approxi
mately one-half mile of stream. 
Flint Access is a 59-acre area on 
the Des Moines River just north of 

- - -

--

Des Moines in Polk County and 
provides public access to approxi
mately one mile of stream. 

Rippey Access is a 30-acre area 
on the North Raccoon River .five 
miles southwest of Rippey in 
Greene County. It provides pub
lic access to nearly one-half mile 
of one of Iowa's better catfishing 
streams. Soper Mills is a 17 -acre 
area on the South Skunk River 
three and one-half miles east of 
Gilbert in Story County. It pro-

' 

A HOLE IN ONE
T A.RGET OR TOE 

With an upsurge, reminiscent of 
"Billy the Kid" days at the nickel
odeon, stx-sbooters and slippery 
leather are again the rage. Only 
this hme, 12 year olds and young
er aren't the main contenders for 
the title of the fastest gun on 
West 8th Street, U.S.A. Nor are 
nickelplated cap pistols or cricket 
guns the arms in vogue. Much to 
the dismay of friends and relatives, 
participants have often gone be
yond blank firing guns and use 
lethal weapons for their practice 

---
\ 
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• 
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vides public access to approxi
mately one-half mile of stream. 
The area encompasses an old mill 
site but all vestiges of the mill are 
almost completely gone. 

While these areas have been ac
quired and developed primarily 
for the use and enjoyment of the 
hunter and .fisherman, many of 
them have considerable value for 
bird watching, n ature study, pic
nicking and camping. Such varied 
use is recognized and encouraged. 

periods. There's no questwn but 
what the resounding thunk of a 
:;lug in the target can be satisfy
ing -if the target and not a part 
of man's vet·y vulnerable anatomy 
takes the jolt. 

There will always be accidents 
where fit·eat ms are concerned, just 
the same as with automobiles. The 
pomt is. that contrary to operat
ing a cat , a gun doesn't have to be 
fired especially with live ammo
in order to see if one man can out
draw his buddy. Competition's 
nervous fingers shouldn't be trust
ed to wi lhhold pressure from the 
trigger. Legs, ankles, and feet, to 
say nothing about bystanders, are 
highly susceptible to wild, unaimed 
projecliles. 

Let's all, for mutual benefit, 
leave the ammo out and save it 
for target practice or for tummy 
filling game. 

On the game proposttion, Iowans 
have a pretty good hunting safe
ty record As a further precaution, 
Conservation Officer Lloyd Huff 
asks that a couple of the most 
common gun safety violations be 
pointed out. 

l. Il 1s illegal to carry an as
sembled gun in a car on a public 
htghway it must be contained in 
a case or laken down (this means 
barrel removed from stock, not 
just with the bolt out) and both 
batTel and magazine must be un
loaded. 

2. There are three areas over 
which a 1 ifle may not be .fired: on 
or over public water, a railroad 
nght-of-way, or puiJlic highway. 
And highways means not just the 
beaten path, but between the 
fences on either side of the road. 

It's up to you to protect and 
preserve (for your kids and theirs) 
our wholesome outdoor recreation 
of hunting, so here are a few 
POINTS TO PONDER (IF YOU 
WANT TO SAVE YOUR SHOOT
ING): 

ASK THE FARMER FIRST 
LOOK BEFORE YOU SHOOT 
SHOOT NO HENS 
BE A GUEST NOT A PEST 



Page 18·1 IOWA CONSERV ATI ONIST 

THREE ITEMS 
To top your Christmas list ... 

A TREE WILL GROW WITH YOU 
THE IOWA CONSERVATIONIST 

24 news-packed issues for only $1 .00. 
WATERFOWL IN IOWA ... 

Jack Musgrove's book-124 pages, with color 
plates by Maynard Reese. $1 .00 postpaid. 

IOWA FISH AND FISHING ... 
Latest edition, 3 77 -pages, 63 full-color illustra
tions by Reese, and diagrams of dozens of things 
to make fishing easier and more fun for your 
favorite friend or relative who is lucky enough 
to receive it. $2.50 postpaid. 

Send cash, check or money order for ALL THREE (or any one) to the 
State Conservation Commission, East 7th and Court Avenue, Des 
Moines 8, Iowa. 
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WRHRfOWl 
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3. 

Many youngsters would love to 
know that they have a pa1'l to 
play tn conservation. The planting 
of a tree. oz· trees. and <'H ring 
for it until it is able to live by 
itself could be just what they are 
looking for. The dtagra ms n bove 
illustrate the four mo~t tmpot'tant 
steps to be taken in planting. 

Planting 
Plant in early spring. April 1 

to May 10, while trees are sttll 
asleep 

1. Keep roots moist at all times. 
The sun and wind can kill an 
evergreen tree in a few minutes 
when the roots are left exposed 
and not mo1stened Roots can be 
best protected by placmg them m 
containers holding a little water 
and a wet burlap cover to help 
keep them from drying out. 

2 Set the tree m the ground 
to same depth It was before It \\'as 
taken from the nursery - or 
slightly deeper, never shallower. 

Dig the bole lat·ge enough and 
deep enough so the roots will not 
need to be doubled up. Keep the 

1 
roots spt·ead out 

3 B ring in loose, moist dirt and 
pack it firmly about the roots. 

2 . 

4. 

-
Volu~ 

Don' t get any dry soil, gzas~ -
weeds, dry leaves or other tt asJ 
into the d irt. 

4. Finish filling the hole an< 
pack it well . Use your heel tc 
press the soil d -. n firmly. Cove 
the packed dil t v·:ith a layer o 
loose leaves or cut grass to ac 
as a 'llulch. 

Care Afte r Planting 
Trees like any other plant 01 

crop, have to have plenty of can 
if the planting is to be successful 
Here's what should be done anc 
how to do it. 

Protect your newly plantet 
trees at all times from livestoc~ 
and poultry. Keep weeds anc 
grass from y1·owmy around tht 
trees for three or four years, unti 
the trees become well established 

Hold moisture in by covering 
the ground around the tree lightly 
with cut grass that will act as a 
mulch. 

Examine your trees every fe\\ 
days to see 1f they't·e sick or arc 
being damaged by bugs or rodent:-. 
If they are call or see your local 
county extension director or for
ester He will be glad to help you 
in any way. 
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THE ABC'S OF GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP 
HIS'l'OR\'-

(Con linut•d from page 18 1) 

probahly would cover all expenses. 
The Warden has operated the car 
for two years with only two as
sistants, a cook and one helper. 
Five men arc usually employed 
on these cars Still and all, there 
ts no way the commission can 
increase the supply of fish and 
game in the state except by con
stant vigilance in detection of the 
lawles-;, . . . and the passage of 
str·icter laws for both fish and 
game." 

"Sooner!>" 

They called them "Sooners," 
those selfish, unprincipled rascals 
who invaded farms without per
mission and "did untold damage 
to crops and livestock and left 
more prairie chickens to die of 
wounds than they took home to 
sell to restaurants and hotels." 
"Sooners," a nickname for Okla-

homa in later years, was applied 
to anyone hunling or fishing out 
of season as well as "poachers." 

A "Sooner" wou ld a lso bnbe 
farmers , or usc blackmail or ex
tortion to get owners or tenants 
to "close then· eyes" when the 
"Sooner" wanted game or fish 
out of season 

It is a matter of record that, in 
spite of inadequa tc legislatiOn, 
Wat·den Lincoln was able to 1·e- · 
port to Go\' ern or Cummins that 
his deputy wardens had been 
vigilant, and the .amount of fines 
and costs were double the amount 
of any similar period: "except fot 
thts : I regret to say that in some 
instances and in some counties, 
those who should have been pun
ished have been discharged by 
friendly courts and jm 1es. In 
these there seems to have been a 
disposition on the part of officials 
to serve politics first and justice 

1 
last!" 

Always practice safe gunhan
dling. 

B e constderate of the landowner 
You are his guest. 

Conduct yourself as a SPORTS
MAN should. 

Don't be a game-hog. 
E ducate youth in the principles 

of sportsmanship 
F avor the fellow who 1s hunting 

wtth you 
Give \vildh.fe a break \York for 

its conservation. 
Have the location of your hunt-

ing partner always in mind. 
Influence others to hunt safely. 
J om a sportsman's organizatwn. 
l{eep a clean camp. 
L eave young wildlife alone 
Make sure of your target before 

you shoot. I 
Never leave a cnpple to go to 

waste. 
Obey the game laws to the Jetter. 

I .. ut yourself in the other fellow's 
place. Treat him accordingly. 

quit harping about good sports
manship and do something 
about il. 

Hetrieve every piece of game you 
knock down. 

Share your game bag with the 
fat mer. 

T ake "l boy, other than your own. 
huntmg or fishing. 

U nite your fellow sportsmen in a 
common effort to provide bet
ter hunting and fishing. 

\'alue, and protect. your privilege 
to own and bear firearms. 

\\ ork for all sound game manage
mer.t measures. 

~ may mark the spot if you mix 
gunpowdet and alcohol. 

Young America's future field 
sport depends on YOU 

Z('a l in game restoration activi
ties will pay big dividends. 
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