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DUCK SCORECARD 
REPORT 

By Albert M. Day 

H OW many ducks did the water­
fowlers bring to bag last fall ? 

How many cripples did they lose? 
How did the shooting compare with 
that of other years? What are 
some of the principal gripes and 

for comments of the boys who hunk­
·esi· ered down in wet, cold blinds 
~ of waiting for t he quackers to whistle 

by within range? 
ties 
tbe 
a ins 
cniC 
and 

rea· 
ads 
cniC 
rge. 

Thanks to the scorecards carried 
through courtesy of the "Iowa 
Conservationist" and other outdoor 
publications; thanks to personal 
interviews by game agents in the 
field and to hunters who reported 
directly to state conservation de­
partments, we now have a fairly 
clear picture of what happened 
dur ing the 45-day open season last 
fall. Reports from 44,000 duck 
hunters obtained through these 
various sources helped us work out 
the following br eakdown : 

Number of waterfowl 
bagged ........... 19,000,000 

Crippled and lost . . . . 5,000,000 
Total ............... 24,000,000 
Where were m,>st of the duck 

stamps sold, and how did this stack 
up with numbers of birds killed? 
It's all boiled down in this next 
table: 

S tnllll)S Ducks nnd 
R.-glon S olfl Geese Bngged 
Atlantic Flyway 14% 9% 
Mississippi 

F lyway ...... 42% 37% 
Central Flyway . 25% 29% 
Pacific Flyway .. 19% 25% 

While the Mississippi and Cen­
tral Flyways had by far the 
greatest hunting pressure and 
killed the largest number of water­
fowl, hunting success per gun was 
generally best on the Pacific Coast 
and became progressively poorer 
a ll the way across the United 

<Con tlnued on pnge 144) 
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. Our philosophy is weak in that we insist that hunting and fishing is an inalienable 
nght and not a luxu ry. It is a luxury and we w ill lose it unless there is clearer 
thinlcing all along the line. Jim Sherman Photo. 

PUPILS SHOW CONSERVATION KNOWLEDGE 
THROUGH SCHOOLS• ESSAY CONTEST 

H ERE are excerpts from the 
fi rst, second, and third-place 

essays in the rural school soil and 
wildlife conservation contest held 
by the Marshall County Chapter 
of the Izaak Walton League and 
the county soil conservation com­
mission, together with the topic 
which was assigned the 16 par­
ticipating pupils. 

The topic, not assigned until 
the pupils sat down at the junior 
high school to write, was: 

"Because I live in a part of 
Iowa that has soil capable of 
producing abundant crops, it is 
my responsibility as a good citi­
zen to preserve and build up that 
so1l. Ey using the best soil and 
game bird conservation practices 
on my far m and by encouraging 

others to do likewise, I shall be 
fulfilling an obligation to those 
who live by the land, both in this 
and future generations." 

By l\la ry Garner 
(First) 

(Linn t o wns hip No. 1 ) 

The soil is a nation's most valu­
able natural heritage. It provides 
the life-giving e 1 e m en t s from 
which man derives his sustenance. 
The population of a nation depends 
upon its soil. If the soil is poor 
the land will be a land of hunger . 
If the soil is good the people of 
the nation will prosper. 

Luckily the United States has 
the most unduplicated soils and 
the most gemal climate m the 
world. Our nation is prosperous. 

{Continu ed on page 1 3~) 

• 
By E rnest Swift 

R cr•r intc d fro m '"\'lsconsin 
Con o;cr vation Bulletin" 

T HERE is an old saying that 
"Honesty is what a man makes 

of it." Thus its application can be 
profound or shallow, understand­
ing or vindictive. 

Much present-day conservation 
thinking is analogous to this 
adage. With all the apparent 
public urge for the conservation 
of natural resources, just what 
part is profound, fundamental, 
and sincere; what part is shallow 
and selfish ? 

Many people, newly indoctrin­
ated in the rudiments of some one 
phase of conservation, convince 
themselves that they are masters 
of all the word implies. Impressed 
by their own expertness, they take 
on a holy but positive air. The 
subject, however, is one which the 
student s h o u 1 d approach with 
great humility. Even yet, our 
knowledge is so small and the 
problem with all its intricate bal­
ances so large, that no one man 
can entirely envision it. 

Like honesty, the term conser­
vation does not mean the same to 
all people. Nearly every human 
being has a different interpreta­
tion. To many people it has no 
deeper s ignificance than hunting 
and fi shing. 

Our present day opportunities 
to hunt and fish hinge on two 
factors. Foremost is proper use 
of land and water so tha t fish and 
game can continue to survive and 
increase as natural products of 
their environment. Secondly, but 
fully as important, is tha t our 
basic economy be kept t o a s tand­
ard which provides a sufficient 
earning power for the people to 
give them a surplus to spend on 
recrea tion, over and beyond the 
actual necessit ies of hous ing, food, 
fuel, a nd clothing However , just 

(Conti n ued on pag~ 140) 
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Wardens Tt1/es 
Shop T olk From the Field 

cONSERVATION Officer Gar­
field Harker, in charge of 

4a Jones and Jackson counties, con­
tributes this series of yarns to 
"Wardens' Tales" . 

"While Ed Podlak and his wife 
were fishing for catfish in th·~ 

Maquoketa River near Maquoketa, 
Mrs. Podlak had a strike and felt 
a vicious surge on her line. After 
a brief struggle the 'fish' surfaced. 

I It turned out to be a full-grown 
The buffa~o was the noblest of all the wild animals that inhabited this continent beaver. After several minutes of 

when Amenca was d1sc:ovorod. He was a gentleman among beasts. 
JAMES R. HARLAN. Editor 

ENID BROWN Associate Editor 
CIRCULATION THIS ISSUE ... .... 30,000 
Subscript on Rate 40c per year 

3 years for $1.00 
SubscrlptJons rece1ved at Conservation 

Commission, lOth and Mulberry, Des 
Moines, Iowa. Send coin, check or money 
order 

LIVINO FE 'CES EEDED 
Sometimes we get very pessi­

misttc about t h i s conservation 
business. But JUSt when our pes­
simism reaches a new high, or is 
it a low, something comes along 
to buck us up a b1t 

For example, over in illinois, 
farmers in many counties are 
turnmg back the clock and re­
planting living fence rows, and 
under the prOVISions of the Pitt­
mao-Robertson act, are JOmmg 
with the ll1m01s conservation de­
pal tment in creating small wild­
life refuges and cover patches 

After years of observing trac­
tors and bulldozers nppmg out 
the miles of osage orange hedge 
rows, which made excellent fences. 
it IS refreshing to learn that the 
pendulum is beginning to swing 
the other way. 

lACEY ISMS 
Excer J> t A From Sp eech ea of 

!U njor John F. L n«T 
I o w n " " mber o f Coo greaa 

l &<ro-1007 

} F there had been only the sen-
timental and poetic side of the 

question It would Sllll have been 
worthy of our earnest considera­
tion. But in forestry there 1s 
beauty and uUllty combined. 

We are threatened with the 
probable extincUon of many vari­
eties of btrds and beasts. A bird­
less world would be a dreary place 
to live in and a btrclless air would 
be unfit to breathe. 

The buffalo was the nobles t of 
all the wild animals that mhab­
ited this continent when Amenca 
was discovered 

The ages m wh1ch th1s wonder­
ful creature was evolved into his 
peculiar form and size ate mcon­
ceivable in duration. How admir­
ably he was adapted to life upon 
the western plains When he had 
fed he traveled with his fellows 
in long lines, single file, to the fa­
vorite watering place The herd 
did not spread abroad and trample 
down and destroy lhe grass in 
such journey, but in long and nar­
row tra1ls the journey was made, 
and when the drinking place was 
reached and thirst was sated the 
buffalo never defiled the pool in 
which be drank 

He was a gentleman among 
beasts, just as the game hog is a 
beast among gentlemen 

It does not follow that the osage 
orange will be restored, although 
we think there w!ll be nothing 
qwle like tt, for other types of 
shrubs and plants have been de­
veloped which make desirable liv­
ing fences providing a haven for 
game and song birds. But a living 
fence does more than that It re­
tards water runoff, preservmg 
m01sture for adjacent crop lands, 
it prevents erosiOn, w h i c h no 
barbed w1re fence could ever do, 
1t acts as a snow fence in the 
winte1 time, and it beautifies the 
la ndscape. 

\\'ise soil use and wildlife con- ' The journalists of the country 
servatwn go hand in hand Wise have intelligently and earnestly 
soil usc benefits w 1ldlife as noth- taken up the subject ot game and 
ing else can do, for the very bird preser.vation and an enlight­
principlcs wh1ch underlie the prop- ened . publl? sentiment on this 
er usc of our productive soil are question wtll make the enforce­
the onPs which are basic 10 the ment of the law comparatively 
preservation of our wildlife. easy 

\i\'e have never yet seen a bob-
white quail build a nest on a The forest 1s the representative 
barlJed win• ft>ncc, but that cover of motherhood It fertilizes the 
patch over in the corner of the ea rth upon which it feeds. Il never 
farm may shcltL·r a whole covey I hves fot tlsel! alone. It pays usury 
of them. to nature. It bears the fruit of 

- Davonport Democrat I the past and the seed of the future. 

A vigorous and healthy forest 
i!-l the height of nature's adorn­
ment. 

Utility goes hand in hand with 
sentiment in bird preservation and 
the Amencan farmers with almost 
one accord have enlisted in the 
cause of b1rd protection and the 
result is already becoming mani­
fest m the great increase of 
feathered life. 

And the farmers have their re­
ward, not only in the beauty of the 
feathered life which is becoming 
more numerous, but in the protec­
tion to all vegetable life from the 
ravages of insect pests. 

Americans have been the spend­
thrifts of the centuries. It is high 
Ume to call a halt and save some­
thing of our national resources 
for those who are to come after 
us. 

st1 uggle and worry on the part 
of both Pod 1 a k s, the beaver 
crawled ashore into a willow 
thicket; the hoe snagged and the 
hook tore loose Although the 
Podlaks were fishing with blood, 
their favonte bait, the beaver was · 
merely s nagged in its foot. 

"One of my good catfishermen, 
Lelan Welch, was bragging on a 
nice string of cat he had caught. 
among wh1ch was a six-pounder. 
Welch descnbed in detail the ter­
rific fight the fish put up and de­
clared that when he finally did 
land him after the prolonged 
struggle, that both he and the 
catfish were covered with sweat. 
Welch being a fisherman, I won-
dered about the catfish sweat, but 
I did see the catfish. 

"I stopped at a clear pool of 
water under an overhanging rock 
along Pleasant Creek. There were 
a number of trout in the pool and 
I tossed a couple of salmon eggs 
in. The trout took them imme-

In AmeriCa the b' t diately I got my fly rod, put on 
su JeC has a size 16 hook and a 3 pound 

claimed consideration, but our leader and caught one the first 
people have been too busy in the th" N 
struggle for wealth for the indi- mg. ext time I cast, a couple 

of fish swam around the bait and 
vidual to give adequate attention passed it up. Then I tossed in a 
to the preservation of our natural handful of salmon eggs that at­
resources. Our coal, gas, oil, most covered the hook. The fish 
forests, fishes, birds, and game took all the loose eggs but com­
have been wasted and destroyed pletely ignored those 00 the hook. 
with a recklessness utterly un- Who says Iowa t r 0 u t aren't 
worthy of so intelligent and pro- s mart ? 
gressive a people. It is high lime "An unusual casualty of the 
to call a halt. With a favorable storm that took so many pbeas­
and enlightened public sentiment ants in February was a fox 
nothing can faiL Without it squirrel, according to a farmer 
nothing can succeed (name on request) in Jackson 

Crickets work best as trout bail 
when they are used during the 
per10d of dusk late in the day. 

A good mosquito repellant can 
be made from one ounce of citron­
ella m1xed w1th one ounce of 
spirits of camphor and half an 
ounce of oil of cedar Apply to 
the neck, face and hands every 
few hours, and the pests Will not 
loiter around. 

It takes a lot of fish to make a 
mature walleyed pike. It is esti­
mated that the food necessary 
to bring a walleye to 1ts third 
year is between 1,800 and 3,000 
minnows and other food fishes. 

County. He tells, 'My small dog 
chased a squirrel up a tree in the 
front yard during one of the cold­
est days. The dog. in the shelter 
of the porch, watched the squirrel 
for so long that the exposed ani­
mal froze to death and toppled 
from the tree.' This man swears 
that this is a true story, believe 
it or not." 

W1thout eyes and living under­
ground, the earthworm senses the 
fall of n1ght and wriggles to the 
surface of the earth. 

Ducks use their webbed feet not 
only as a plane does its landing 
gear when coming down, but also 
as rudders for flight maneuvering. 
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True conseravtion must beqin with 
school children in the lower primary 
qrades. Here a lifelong interest in wild· 
lite is easily planted in receptive minds 
and this interest inevitably leads to a 
broad understanding of conservation in 
later life. Jim Sherman Photo. 

Pupils • • • 
(Continued trom page 137) 

ner people are happy and healthy, 
and she lends a helping hand to 
less fortunate countries. 

It is true that everything 
changes to a certain degree when 
put to use, but the rate of topsoil 
erosion is dangerously rising . . . 
If it is not checked soon its dam­
age will be outstanding. The rem­
edy lies in education . . . 

By Alice Hoffman 
(Second) 

(Mnrlettu township No. 2) 
Finally the farmers began to 

experiment to see what they could 
do to stop this monster. (Erosion ) 

They found t hat if they plowed I 
up and down the hill rains washed 
the soil terribly. But if they 
plowed around the hill it cut down 
the speed of water considerably. 

Also they found that land needs 
a rest after a few years. So they 
began the first rotating of crops. 

When man keeps working his 
farm year after year and keeps 
taking the minerals out of the 
soil, and does not put them back, 
he is wearing out his land. Ani­
mals grown on that land do not 
have enough of the right food 
elements. Also when we eat the 
food the soil produces we a re 
liable to have poor teeth, bad eyes 
and weak bones. 

By Hazel Van Law 
(Third) 

(Tiru.ber Creek townsh ip 'Vo. 1) 
The soil is what I depend on for 

my health, wealth and very exist­
ence. So I am very interested in 
its welfare. I want to help all I 
can in preserving it. 

On my farm I can practice ter­
race farming. I can do strip crop­
ping. Strip cropping is where you 
plant a cover crop and then corn. 
In that way when the water runs 
through the row crop to t he cover 
crop, it makes the water walk, 
not run. Cover crops are grass, 
oats and legumes . . . 

Also I can do contour farming. 
That is farming on the level 
across the slope. Crop rotation is 
another project I can use on my 
farm . . . If one crop is left on 
one field all the time it will sap 
out all the fer tility, but if a le­
gume crop is planted it will renew 
the soil, and provide shelter and 
nesting for our game birds. 
-Marshalltown Times-Republican 

Present day adults as well as Juveniles have a great interest and curiosity about 
the creatwes of the field and streams; but the fact that their weUare depends upon 
wise use of soil and water is not generally understood. M. E. Stempel Photo. 

In North America the popula­
tion of breeding birds is reckoned 
t o be about 40 or 50 for each 
human resident. Concentration is 
associated with a supply of water. 
Thus swamps, sloughs, shallow 
lakes, dams and dugouts are re­
sources of much consequence. 

Although some mammals do not 
enjoy the operation, all are capa­
ble of swimming. 

---
The average man's arm is 28 

inches. 
The average girl's watst is 28 

inches. 
I sn 't it wonderful bow Mother 

Nature thinks of everything? 

Poison ivy berries are a favorite 
winter food of some birds. Ani­
mals are generally immune to 
poison ivy. Some species eat it 
freely. 

' • • 

The friendly old covered bridges will join the passenger pigeon and dodo unless 
public interest demands their preservation. This bridge is in Madison County near 
Winterset. 

SAVE THE 
COVERED BRIDGES 

I T was a year or two ago that 
Don Berry, Indianola newspa­

per publisher, wrote an article on 
the covered bridges in Warren and 
Marion counties and advocated 
their preservation. The story was 
later reprinted in the Chronicle. 

It is interesting, then, to Marion 
county folks who approved Mr. 
Berry's suggestio n that the 
bridges be preserved, to know that 
a Covered Bridge History Society 
was organized recently in Muncie, 
Indiana, with the purpose of en­
listing for membership "any per­
son or group of persons interested 
in the preservation, history, con­
s truction, photographing or etch­
mg of wooden covered bridges". 

The secretary of the C. B. H . 
Society is Major George Aten of 
Muncie who first conceived the 
idea of saving the bridges and 
founded the society. Hereafter 
whenever a covered bridge is to 
be razed or dismantled the society 
plans to try to save the bridge, 
in its location if possible, and to 
make it a museum piece if it must 
go because of traffic hazards. 

Marion County has several cov­
ered bridges. Two of them span 
creeks on little used roads just a 
little south of the Pella-Knoxville 
road. They are picturesque in 
their setting on narrow, hilly, 
wmding dir t roads and since they 
are wide enough and sturdy 
enough for the light traffic they 
should stay there and be carefully 
preserved against the weather and 
overloading. Many m o t o r i s t s 
drive these wooded roads for the 
pleasure of driving over and under 
the old bridges. 

Could be these bridges will have 
to go some day. If so, a friend 
suggests the bridges should be 
moved, either by dismantling or 
all in one piece, to another scenic 
spot in the county or to a state 
park where, set up over a creek, 

fo lks could continue to enjoy them. 
How appropriately they would fit, 
for instance, over the streams in 
the Ledges State Park . I t would 
be fun now and many times as 
much fun fifty years hence, to 
drive a spank ing team bitched to 
a "surrey with the fringe on top" 
through a friendly old covered 
bridge. Don't you think? 

-Pella Chronicle 

A LIVE CONSERVATION CLUB 

There was a significance far 
surpassing the size of the crowd 
at the fish fry held here last Mon­
day evening. 

Beyond the fact that it was one 
of the best attended events held 
here in years, with the exception 
of the Centennial celebration, it 
reflected several factors that made 
it especially healthy and for the 
community good. 

In the first place it was county 
and community wide and cars 
from many miles away were pres­
ent. In the second place the entire 
event was carried out by a very 
small group, notwithstanding the 
fact thal over 1,500 people were 
served. This is a credit to the 
organizational a b i I i t y of these 
people. It was a neighborly ges­
ture enabling Oelwein to become 
better acquainted with surround­
ing communities. 

Last but not least the fish fry 
represented an active sportsman­
ship, respect for the law and pres­
ervation of our wild game. A great 
event in the name of an organiza­
tion that stands for that kind of 
a program is a stimulating thing 
to see carried off so well. 

The cooperation of the conser­
vation club members, the hundreds 
that attended and certainly the 
business people who made several 
hundred prizes possible is a real 
credit to the community and a 
record of another job well done 
through umty and cooperation. 

-Oelwein Register 
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Wake Up • • • 
(Continued fron pae:c 13i) 

because hunting and fishing, an 
integral part of a conservation 
plan, is classified as recreation, 
does not mean that conservation 
is only recreation, any more than 
all forms of recreation are part 
of conservation. 

T hough t Needed 
Recreation as it is recognized 

today in our general scheme of 
living, such as travel, hunting, 
fishing, canoe trips, summer re­
sorts, wmter resorts, sports and 
so on is made possible by that 
surplus of income. Our philosophy 
is weak in that we insist that 
hunting and fishmg is an inalien­
able right and not a luxury. It 
is a luxury and we wtll lose it 
unless there is clearer thinking 
all along the hne. Opportunities 
to hunt and fish are no longer an 
incident to piOneer life. Hunting 
and fishing has become a safety 
valve to a highly mdustrialized 
and civilized mode of extstence. 
A man out of a JOb and looking 
for work does not indulge in ex­
t{'nded hunting and fishing trips. 
Man eats first and plays after­
wards. 

A conservation program, either 
state or national, must be a deeply 
rooted religion in the hearts of the 
rank and file of all people if it is 

) ( 

1.. ' 

I to sustain itself through the years, 
but, on the other hand, it must 
be recognized that conservation 
is a business and a profession. To 
understand conservation, lo ap­
preciate the natural balances of 
nature, its compl<~xtttes, 1ts broad 
ramificatiOns and complications, 
one has to work at 1l hard and 
long. 

Because of lhc natiOn's lavish 
use or exploitation o( natural re­
sources, many aspects of conser­
vation have today become a job 
for specialists, a fact ridiculed 
and scoffed at by some of the very 
people responsible for brmging it 
about. A sound conservatton pro­
gram must be based on certam 
fundamentals which only scien­
tists and specialists can determine. 
It is then up to management in 
conservatiOn to apply that knowl­
edge. 

T o d a y forestry practices in 
management and silviculture are 
based on years of research The 
tz ee nursery program is based on 
information on soils, ferUlizers, 
plant dtseases, and insect pests ob­
tained through experts employed 
by universities, slate and federal 
agencies. Today sotl types are 
tested for the purpose of deter­
mining what species of trees will 
grow best and thrive in a particu­
lar kind of soil. Much research 
has been accomplished and much 
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The Outline of History 
We have the faculty of forgetting that history repeats itsoll because the human 

raco insists on N>peo.ting the smne mistakes. 

still is to be done in combating 
pine blister rust, spruce bud 
worms, sawflies, weevils, spitlle 
bugs, oak blight and many others. 
In fact, today many regi0ns have 
greater forest damage from in­
sects than from forest fires. 

earch for Fads 

In the management of fish and 
game, conservation administrators 
have been forced, some willingly, 
others unwillingly, to seek aid and 
advice from specialists in the field 
of research for certain basic and 
factual information on which to 
base their programs. To belittle 
qualified research in the field of 
conservation will only lead to de­
lay and more dissipation of re­
sources. 

In his day, Pasteur was a crack­
pot in eyes of the so-called learned 
of the medical profession, until he 
finally proved his point. Dozens 
of men have lived shabby lives of 
ridicule along the slow and tortu­
ous road of science and research. 
All truth-finding has been a matter 
of evolution and reluctant accep­
tance by humanity. In the matter 
of conservation research, the sur­
face has only been scratched, but 
it is gradually assuming the dig­
nity to which it is entitled. 

The knowledge gained so far in 
forestry is far ahead of research 
in fish and game. The foresters 
have bad less free advice to con­
tend with, and as a result, have 
forged ahead faster. There would 
be little success, however, unless 
these specialized functions are 
dove-tailed under proper adminis­
tration to promote a sound, pro­
gressive, overall conservation pro­
gram. Facts are the tools of 
administration. And it should 
again be stated forcibly that con­
servation is a business to be 
worked at and understood the 
same as any other business. 

Although sentiment was one of 
the founding factors of all con­
servation in the United States 
and should be recognized and 
cherished, the time is long past 
when pious platitudes and emo­
t ionalism must give way to hard­
headed, realistic and sincere think­
ing, and plain hard work. The day 
has arrived when all people must 
reach and think beyond the limits 
of their community, their county, 
and their state. Localized inter­
ests will not save our resources. 
Everyone's imagination must be 
stretched and exercised to meet 
the present situation. 

H istory :\lig h t R t>peat 
Because of this tendency fot 

limited thinking, our stewardship 
has been notably poor, the avail­
able facilities and funds to work 
with extremely limited, and the 
public so utterly indifferent to 
many of the basic problems, and 
at times so hysterical about those 
things of lesser importance, that 
one sometimes wonders if the pub­
lic is going to be educated in 
sufficient time to save our natural 
resources. 

We have the faculty of forget-

• 

ling that history repeats itself 
because the human race insists 
on repeating the same mistakes. 
We in the United States have the 
feather-brained idea that the ills 
which have beset parts of Europe, 
Asia and Africa from long before 
Christ and down through the ages 
cannot happen to us. That is the 
very philosophy which has de­
stroyed many a nation, ancient 
and modern. The decline of many 
ancient civilizations can be di­
rectly attributed to the abuse of 
natural resources. Carthage was 
once the center of the richest 
wheat growing section of the 
world. The soils of Rome bad been 
depleted and Carthage was the 
storehouse that furnished Rome 
and southern Europe with its 
bread. What was once the wealth 
of Rome m North Africa during 
the Empire is now a succession 
of miserable villages, of illiterate. 
poverty-stricken people in a land 
studded with the ruins of mag­
mficent Roman cities of power 
and culture. The northern shores 
of the Mediterranean could no 
longer support their populations 
sa lisfactorily after the Romans 
bad denuded the forests and today 
much of the shoreline of Yugo­
s lavia is almost barren because 
of constant soil erosion. Canaan 
was no longer a land of m ilk a nd 
honey after the forests were de­
stroyed and the subsequent irriga­
tion systems fa i 1 e d. Northern 
Syria has a million acres of soil­
denuded land and ruins of a hun­
dred dead cities. Palestine can 
never be restored to the promised 
land of the Bible: "A good land, 
where fountams and depths spring 
out of the valleys, a land of wheat 
and barley, of vines and fig t rees 
and pomegranates, of olive oil 
and honey, a land wherein thou 
shalt eat bread without scarce­
ness, thou shalt not lack anything 
in 1t." Much of Palestine is a land 
where the soil has been washed 
away to bed rock, where terraces 
of ancient agriculture have been 
allowed to disintegrate and fall 
into disr epair. 

Too few realize that when man 
pits himself against nature, wb~n 
he upsets her balances, that iD 

the course of two or three hun­
dred years, in the passage of a 
few centuries, be bas created 
something which may destroy him 

his own civilization. 

Let us examine the pattern 
which has been followed since the 
discovery of the North American 
continent and particularly since 
the estabhshment of our own 
United States. Men came to Amer­
ica for land. They undoubtedly 
left their native countries for 
political, economic or religious 
reasons, but land meant freedom. 
And immediately they attacked 
the land as if it were an inex­
haustible mine. When t he fertility 
o1 the soil was gone, the timber 
slashed, the wildlife dead, the 
minerals spent, they moved on. 
Everyone expected to get rich in 

(Continued on page 141) 
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The knowledge gained so far in forestry is far ahead of research in fish and 
game. The foresters have had less free advice to contend with and as a result 
have forged ahead faster. 

Wake Up ... 
(Continued from page 140) 

this process; a few did. They cap­
italized on the savings Nature had 
put into the land over a period of 
millions of years, but so long as 
resources seemed inexhaustible no 
one paid any attention to that. 
As the people exhausted the land 
and moved on, they always left 
behind them, stranded on some 
rocky hillside, a backwash of 
those who were less lucky or 
perhaps not so strong. This flight 
from defeat at the bands of Na­
ture bas become an American 
tradition. 

Fertility Declining 

In the past 150 years, which in 
reality is a very short period in 
the life of a nation, soil erosion 
and destructive l an d practices 
have been eating into our fertile 
soils and destroying great areas 
of farm and grazing land. A land 
area of more than one and one­
half times that of Wisconsin has 
already been destroyed for future 
agricul ture. On an area of cul­
tivated land nearly six times that 

Soils experts contend that it 
would be difficult to permanently 
maintain a population of 100,000,-
000 in America while the popula­
tion is now 140,000,000 and may 
in time r each 200,000,000. 

Says Guy Irving Burch, Direc­
tor, Population Reference Bureau, 
Washington, D. C.: "It certainly 
would be an uncomfortable posi­
tion in which t o find ourselves 
halt a century o r a century hence 
with 200,000,000 people in this 
country but with scarcely enough 
mineral resources and top soil to 
adequately support half this large 
number on a permanent basis." 

of Wisconsin erosion is taking the 
soil faster than it can form; and 
on an area nineteen times as large 
as W isconsin pasture a nd range 
lands have been ruined or seriously 
damaged by wind o r water ero­
sion or by both . T his insidious 
menace is like a cancer destroying 
t he life line of our natjonal wel­
far e, a nd it is here now. It is 

eating up our rich farmlands as 
gullies, creeks and rivers fill with 
muddy water after each rain­
storm. The soil of some parts of 
our land obscure the sun after 
every dust storm. Now is the 
time we must spring to action. 

T he question gradually takes 
form as to whether this country 
hasn't grown too rapidly or pos­
sibly expanded more than was nec­
essary. Its period of youthful 
vigor has about reached an end; 
most of the soil of these United 
States is now old. Nearly every 
state now has land which was 
logged and neglected or farmed 
and worn out. Today, instead of 
redeeming our responsibilities of 
rehabilitating these lands, instead 
of making them fruitful and use­
ful, we still cling to the idea of 
running away. It seems we will 
never face this issue until forced 
by lack of resources and lowering 
of living standards. 

Alaska N ext 

Today we are casting our eyes 
toward the sleeping wealth of 
Alaska. The term is "develop­
ment", but secretly many wish 
boldly to exploit our last frontier. 
Alaska should not be tapped until 
we have rebuilt our wasted re­
sources in the United States and 
have learned really to appreciate 
what we have. 

Every serious-thinking Ameri­
can should reflect on the tremen­
dous drain to our r esources 
caused by the last war. It is 
without comparison and beyond 
comprehension. Most wars are 
fought to gain resources. Our 
participation was not one of con­
quest but in defense of an ideal. 
In defending that ideal we lavishly 
drew upon the resources which 
have made us strong. We poured 
out our natural wealth with prod­
igal disregard for the future. 

Th e iron of the Mesabi range 
that once seemed inexhaustible is 
running low so far as high grade 
ore is concerned. Geologists insist 
that our oil reserve is within 

twenty years of exhaustion. The 
virgin timber stands of the west 
coast took a beating and vast 
areas of second growth in the 
Great Lakes region which should 
have been left to mature further 
were slashed for paper making. 
crating and box wood. 

It is true that experts quibble 
as to just how long cer tain of 
our raw materials may last, but 
it is a n irrefutable fact that inor­
ganic resources once taken from 
the ground can never be replen­
ished and that if we use our re­
newable resources faster than we 
can grow them, we will ultima tely 
take a licking. The fact that we 
are now talking of processing low 
grade ore and that in many states 
trees big enough to saw out a 
two-by-four are being cut is evi­
dence that the bottom of the bar­
rel will be in sight if we don't 
watch out . Too many people are 
la boring under the illusion that 
we came out of this war vastly 
wealthy. As a matter of fact, we 
are much poorer. Paper money in 
itself is not a resource; it cannot 
be eaten, worn, or used as build­
ing material. 

Game Firs t Interest 

due to the fact that Wisconsin 
was blessed with a vast store of 
natura l resour ces. H owever, it 
must be borne in mind that Wis­
consin industries draw heavily on 
the resources of other states. 
Prosperous, yes, but not self­
sufficient . . . . 

In 1946 the estimated income 
from the tourist business in Wis­
consin was a conservative 300 
million dollars, about 11 million 
dollars less than the combined 
income of the paper-making busi­
ness. W isconsin farms produced 
a gross income of $810,248,000 
from the rich soils of the state. 
Some of Wisconsin's paper-making 
profits became tourist money in 
northern Wisconsin and o t h e r 
pleasure spots. Southern Wiscon­
sin milk checks became vacation 
money, and so did the profits from 
Milwaukee foundries, Wisconsin 
cranberry marshes, Wisconsin fur 
farms, Iowa corn, Nevada copper, 
Oregon lumber, Mesabi ore, Texas 
oil, Pittsburg steel. This mount­
ing opulence suits Mr. America 
right down to the ground. The 
system will work until there be­
comes a scarcity of Texas oil, Min­
nesota ore, and too many I owa 
and Wisconsin farms have gone 
down the river because of erosion. 

Wildlife Str a in 

In the meantime, a bigger a nd 
better recreational business will 
be the order of the day. The Amer­
ican public is easily being con­
vinced that certain luxuries are 
their divine right- -such as paid 
vacations, forty hours a week and 
purchasing some 100 million dol­
lars worth of hunting and fishing 

<Continued on page 142) 

Until very recently our entire 
approach to conservation has been 
wrong. In reality, the disappear­
ance and scarcity of game first 
brought to the attention of the 
people the need for conservation, 
so that the subject was attacked 
primarily from its social aspects 
rather than in the light of an 
economic necessity. In Wisconsin 
we had seventy years of game and 
fish laws before it was generally 
realized that conservation of ne­
cessity must become an integral 
part of our economy. The pine 
had to disappear, the young 
growth be ruined by constant fire, 
and millions of acres go tax delin­
quent before this was admitted. 
No amount of warning did any 
good people lived in a fool's para­
dise until circumstances forced 
them into a reconstruction job; 
and that takes a long time, sound 
thinking and a lot of hard work. 
When you think of what happened 
t o many of our resources in Wis­
consin, you must realize that the 
farmer, the laborer, the man on 
the street, the everyday citizen 
who hopes to make this state his 
ancestral home, bas far more at 
stake than the man who goes out 
a few days of the year to bunt 
and fish. 

1 

Today, however, Wisconsin is 
still a proud and prosperous s tate. 
Our prosperity has the guarantee 
of great diversification. Wiscon­
sin people do not depend entirely 
on farming or on manufacturing 
or lumbering or wood-working or 
paper-making or the r ecreational 
industry. They depend on all of 
them and many more. This gives 
versatility to the state's economy; 
it gives a greater assurance to a 
general overall prosperity; it in­
sures a fairer distribution of 
wealth. Much of this success is 

Until very recently our entire approach 
to conservation has been wrong. The dis­
appearance and scarcity of game first 
brought to tho attention of the people the 
need for conservation, and the subject was 
attacked primarily from its social aspects 
rather than in the line of economic neces­
sity. 
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Wake Up . .. 
(l'<q til ll• tl f11 II p, ,._< 111) 

equipment every year W1th plenty 
ot le1sun'. this same group of 
sportsmen and neophytes is plac­
ing a tet rific burden on the wtld­
life resources of th•s continent. 
It is imperallve that huntmg or 
fishing be clone for pleasure and 
health and not to smoke up the 
frying pan At best, fish and game 
are liable to take a beating if 
tht> upgrade in hunters and fisher­
men continues. A good index of 
national hunt1ng pressure is re­
flected in the mcrease of duck 
s tamp sales In 1934, stamp sales 
were 630.000, 10 1946 they were 
a.bout 1,700,000. 

The resort and out-of-door rec­
reational bm,mess, state and na­
tional, is big busmess and should 
be kept so. but it cannot be 
classified as bas1c to our economy 
along w1th such industnes as 
farming, minmg, and lumbering 
Again it can be satd, man eats 
first and plays afterward. 

The question to be answered is • 
How can America eat, keep out 
of the weather, keep warm and 
also play? Il can be done if 
everyone will reahze what our 
real wealth consists of and where 
it comes from. All luxuries, as 
well as all material things which 
make it possible for humanity to 
exist, spring from the soil. City 
dwellers lose sight of the fact that 
their existence is lied to the frmts 
of the earth. 

I 

An abundance of natural re­
sources IS the difference between 
never-endmg poverty and security 
and comfort The American peo­
ple have lived so long on the nches 
of this great continent with its 
wealth of soil, forests and minerals 
that they cannot realize a new 
existence may be just around the 
corner. Bemg prod1gal has be­
come everyone's right; but there 

cient Civilizations also felt them-
selves 1mmune from the laws of 
Nature; that they could spend and 
waste the resourct>s of the earth 
\\'lthout paymg theu just debts 
to Nature. Nature g1ves nothing. 
1 t only lends If the loan 1s not 
paid lack, Natur c w1ll mexorably 
demand tts pound of flesh. History 
may repeat 1lself, and w1ll be no 
respecte1 of Amencan ideology. 
The next war will deplete our re­
sources on a scale not even con­
templated m World War II. The 
\>var following may be fought w1th 
spears. Wake up, America! 

Sour('c of 1\ta t(' ria l-The Foun­
dations of Conservation I<~ducalion, 
published by the National Wildlife 
Federation. Our Use of Land, 
Brisner & Shepard 

BIG YEAR AHEAD 
The Conservation Comm1SS1on's 

25-year plan. wh1ch has been more 
than half completed w1th10 the 
first 12 years, IS showing results in 
the number of vis1tors to the 
state parks and artificial lakes . 

Many Iowans who have been 
unable to vacation al any d1stance 
from home have enJOyed the parks 
and lakes 10 the last few years 
and apparently they have liked 
the recreation spots which the 
home state offers. 

At any rate the Commission 
reports that it IS preparing for 
one of the biggest park seasons 
in its history and much of this is 
being done on the bas1s of advance 
bookmgs for cabins 

Dunng the war period when 
people were unable to travel be­
cause of gasoline ration10g, the 
cabins were filled up long before 
the season opened. Th1s year, 
when people who have the trans­
portation and the means can go 
anywhere they w1sh, 1l appears a 
good many will stick w1th Iowa 

will be no escapmg destiny. An- _____ _ J•;lgin l<;C'ho 

• 

-

• With plenty of leisure the people =e placing a lerrific burden on the wildlife 
resources of America. It has become imperative that hunting and fishing b() done 
lor pleasure and health and not to smoke up the lrying pan. 

- .. r 

-
Nothing is more wholesome from the s tandpoint of recreation than that a fforded 

by lhe facilities and a tmosphere of a lako. Investments in wholesome living are 
good investments indeed. Jim Sherman Photo. 

Lake Conservation 
Program Important 

T HE other day 1 t was recorded 
that a substantial appropria­

tion had been made by the state 
legislature for the establishment 
ot a number of artific•al lakes 10 
southern Iowa. Major allocation 
will be for a lake development 10 

J asper County or south central 
Iowa. 

The five other lake or park spots 
included in this program are lo­
cated in southern Iowa, one 10 

Cass County and another in De­
catur County. 

The appropriation was substan­
tial, running up towards two mil­
lion dollars. Some may wonder 
why so much going on. For an 
answer one had but to drive out 
to our own McKinley Lake at the 
edge of Creston most any day of 
the s u m m e r, particularly over 
weekends, and he will find the an­
swer. Nothing more wholesome 
from the standpoint of recreation 
than that afforded by the facilities 
and the atmosphere of a lake, 
bordered by shade trees, p1cnic 
spots, fishing sites and boating 
docks. Folks here are s1milar to 
folks all over Iowa or the middle­
west. They like the outdoors and 
appreciate the benefits of our 
natural recreation spots. Invest­
ments in wholesome living are 
good investments indeed. 

There is interest here to expand 
our lake opportunities a nd we be­
lieve the state is interested in 
cooperating along that line, prob­
ably in a location not far away . 
We think they should be encour­
aged in it. 

The News Advertiser is firm in 
the belief that a program of lake 
development, which includes the 
cardinal principles of conservation 
especially as to water supplies is 
1mportant business. Folks here 
have not made many demands m 
this connection. They should con­
sider that as on "the next order 
of business list". 

-Creston Ne\\ S Ad,ur·tist'r 

W E H AVE IT HERE AT HOMJt~ 
Bedtime stories about animals, 

as learned by those born in inte­
rior Iowa, and animal lore pickecl 
up in later years, seem to carry 
the impression that wildlife at its 
best can be found only far- distant 

not in the immediate environs 

of this "tall corn" territory. But 
the native-born fallacy is rectified 
as one grows older and reads, 
hears of or sees the vast vvildltie 
emp1re which 1s Iowa. 

Only this week we hear of four 
deer seen by many and observed 
at close range by a group of farm­
ers north of town who followed 
them for miles; from week to 
week during the winter we hear 
the results of fox hunts; beavers 
are reported in increasing num­
bers along the nearby creeks; we 
have our homegrown fishermen 
and the1r tall tales; all within the 
borders of Iowa. A week ago 
Sunday while out for a short 
motor car tour of the country I 
came upon the carcass of a rac­
coon a big, fat fellow-killed on 
the paved highway a mile east of 
the Red Star corner, by a speed­
mg car. I pulled him off the road 
and told a local fur buyer who 
said the hide was not worth going 
after because of the off-prime sea­
son and the fact that the raccoon 
pelt at 1ts best this year was worth 
less than two dollars. 

The mc1dent, and those previ­
ously referred to. led to a careful 
perusal of the latest report on 
fur-bearing animals handed me by 
the I owa State Conservation Com­
missiOn. Having brought a big 
surprise to me, I thought it might 
likewise surprise and interest roost 
of my readers, so here is its sum­
mary: 

The 1946-47 trapping season in 
Iowa was the third in the past 
four years during which Iowans 
trapped in excess of two million 
dollars worth of furs . That vast 
sum, aggregated by means of 
traps and guns, meant the lives 
of 630,748 fur-bearers, all taken 
within the 60-day open season by 
18,000 licensed trappers and an 
approximately equal number who 
operated on their lands where no 
license is required. 

Mink, for the second time, ex­
ceeded the total value of the 
muskrat w b i c h had heretofore 
been 10 number one position, in 
dollars and cents. Mink totaled 
$1,095,601 for 60,397 pelts, an 
average of $18.14, and there were 
387,614 muskrats, average $1.71. 
total $662,819. There was a big 
drop in prices. 

Hemsen Bell Enterprise 

A baby bear at birth is smaller 
than a new-born porcupine. 
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food given him, but when he had 
done something to deserve it. This 
will teach him always to do well, 
for the sake of expected victuals. 
No person should ever interfere 
in the teaching; for two masters 
breed a confusion, and the crea­
ture will never learn well from 
them. The teacher must be care­
ful always to use the same plain 
and distinct words in his lessons. 
The dog must al.so be taught to 
fetch and carry at command; be 
must be instructed to carry dead 
fowl, and even live ones, with so 
tender a mouth, as not to burt 
them, till at length be brings the 
fowl his master shoots, without 
tearing them, or hurting a feather. 
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_I\ tender mouth wall all imJK.rtant in a goe>d bird doq even 150 years ago. Jim 

When he bas been perfected in 
all his lessons, be must be taught 
his business of hunting; be is to 
be first taught with tame fowl, 
wh1ch his master is to assist him 
in taking, and reward and en­
courage him when be bas done. 
After this, be is to be sent with­
out assistance to take the fowl 
alone; and if he succeeds, he is 
to be encouraged and rewarded, 
and corrected if he fails. By this 
practice he will s o o n become 
master of his game; but great 
care 1S to be taken in teaching 
him, when be bas caught it, to 
bring it back to the shore, with­
out biting or hurting it. 

DEER AIRPLANE HAZARD 
And who would have thought 

when we were kids, the time would 
ever come when deer would be so 
plentiful within two m i 1 e s of 
Waverly that they would interfere 
with the landing of an airplane? 
Yet I am told that is what hap­
pened down at Jack Evans air­
port Saturday evening. As the 
story goes, Bob Ecker bad taken 
Bob Bailey up for a ride. As it 
turned dusk Ecker felt he bad 
better get his passenger and him­
self and plane back to solid earth. 
They swooped down over the field 
only lo find three deer grazing in 
the runway. Not wanting to 
wreck their plane they swooped 
down close to the deer in an effort 
to scare thern away, but those 
deer seemed to feel they had a 
perfect right to fill up on that 
nice juicy grass. As the story goes 
on their third effort the boys 
succeeded in making the landing 
as the deer trotted off to one side 
of the field and continued their 
feeding there. Don't know but 
they could get .me into a plane if 
they would guarantee me the 
sight of three deer as I land. Sherman Photo. 

HUNTING DOGS 
IN 1790 

(Editor's Note: From a copy of a 
very rare "Cyclopedia and Encyclo­
:>edia, Complete, Modern, and Univer­
sal Dictionary of A':rts and Sciences", 
printed In London In 1790, this dis­
sertation on Western European 
hunting dogs more than 150 years 
ago was taken. Phraseolo~y, sen­
tence stru cture, and spelling are 
carried exactly as written in the 
original. Explanations In paren­
thesis have been inserted by the 
editor to clarify the archaic or little­
known English term directly pre­
ceding.) 

T HE dog, in its wild s tate, lives 
comfortably in the woods, in 

many parts of the east: it does 
not attack a man, neither does it 
discover any of that familiarity 
which we find in the tame ones; 
and indeed many other animals 
may be made as tame as the dog, 
by the same kind of treatment, 
which has been tried on the other 
with success. 

A Systematical Arrangement 
Of British Dogs 

I. The most generous kind: 1. 
Dogs of chace: the terrier, har­
rier (Smaller than fox-hound, oth­
erwise almost identical; used to 
hunt rabbits), blood-hound, gaze­
hound (Hound that pursues by 
sight), grey-hound, Ieviner or ly­
emmer (Properly a leash-hound, 
so-called from the learn or lyme, 
wherewith they are led), tumbler 
(A dog like a small grey-hound, 
formerly used to catch rabbits) . 
2. Fowlers: Spaniel, setter, water­
spaniel or finder. 3. Lap-dogs: 
Spaniel gentle or comforter. 

II. Farm-dogs: Shepherd's dog, 
mastiff or ban-dog. 

ill. Mongrels: Wappe (House 
dog of mixed breeds), turnspit 
(Small dog with long legs used 
to turn spits). dancer (Dancing 
dog). 

Dogs. choosing of. In order to 

procure a dog and a bitch for 
good whelps, take care that the 
bitch come of a generous kind, be 
well proportioned, having large 
ribs and flanks, and likewise that 
the dog be of good breed, and 
young. Hounds for chace are to 
be chosen by their colours; the 
white with black ears and a black 
spot at the setting on of the tail, 
are the best to compose a kennel 
of, and of good scent. The black 
hound, or the black tanned, or 
the liver-coloured or white; the 
true talbots (A dog of extinct 
breed mostly white with pendu­
lous ears and lieavy jowls, sup­
posed to be the breed from which 
the bloodhound descended ) are the 
best for the stronger line ; the 
grizzle (Grey), whether mixed or 
unmixed, so they be shag-haired, 
are the best verminers, and a 
couple of these are proper for a 
kennel. In short, take these marks 
of a good hound, that his head be 
of a middle proportion, rather 
long than round; his nostrils wide ; 
the ears large; his back bowed; 
his fillet great; haunches large; 
thighs well trussed; ham strait ; 
tail big near the reins, the rest 
being slender; the leg big; the 
sole of the foot dry, and in the 
form of that of a fox with large 
claws. 

The next thing to this, is the 
training him to the gun; to this 
purpose be must be taught to 
follow step by step behind his 
master, and under covert of his 
shadow, till be has shot, or when 
there is occasion to couch and lie 
close, never daring to stir till the 
gun has gone off, and then, upon 
the least notice or beckoning, to 
come and do what be is com­
manded. 

Many of these dogs are so ex­
pert, that they will have their eye 
upon the game as soon as their 
master; and the moment the gun 
is gone off, they will, without 
bidding, go and fetch it; but this 
is being too forward; and if he is 
used afterwards with nets or fine 
twigs, be will do great mischief, 
by rushing on the birds as soon 
as they are taken, and tearing 

--~averly Independent 

Under present housing short­
ages it's a good thing humans 
don't have the habits of squirrels. 
Missouri has discovered that each 
pair of squirrels needs three den 
trees. Before the young are born, 
the female evicts her mate. He 
w11l remain in the vicinity if he 
can find another apartment. After 
the young are weaned the old lady 
kicks them out and dad may re­
turn until the second litter is on 
its way. Then ahunting be must 
go again for a house. 

"What is wisdom but the ability 
to maintain life? If a sage who 
cannot swim and a fool who is a 
brother to a fish fall into the same 
pool, who then is the sage and 
who the fool?" -Ling Po. 

-----
the nets, or spoiling the twigs. 
Obedience is the best quality in 
this sort of dog; and it is better 
he should wait for command, than 
know his business without it. 

In training up a dog for sport­
ing, the master of him cannot 
begin when he is too young, the 
principal thing to be taught being 
obedience, and that being best 
taught w h i 1 e the creature is 
young. As soon as he can lap, •. 
he should be taught to couch and 
lie close at command and not to 
dare to stir from that posture 
till he is ordered; he will soon be 
brought to this, by beating when 
he disobeys, and encouraging him 
when he does right. He should 
always be taught be fore the times 
of his eating; and never have his 

Althouqh names and breeds of many dogs havo undorqono considerable change 
in a century and a half, doq character hos remained exactly as 1t was in England 
in 1790. These Chesapeake pups do not have to r&ad modem advertisinq to know 
then 10:00, 2:00 and 4:00 is time to fresh up Jlm Shennan Photo. 
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It fl ew away with its long legs trailing behind. Allen Green Photo. 

In spite of a few good hunling spots last year, the average man in the blind 
trudged home on the last day of the season convinced that there was a sharp drop 
in the duck population. Although the Fish and Wildlife Service has not announced 
the season for 1947, duck hunters anticipate sharp curtailment in season length 
and bag hmits. Jim Sherman Photo. 

Ducks . . . 
( Continued from page 137) 

States to the Atlantic. Scorecard 
reports said so in no uncertain 
terms. H ere are a few random 
samples: "Worst in len years." 
"Worst since duck depression." 
"Lousy." "It's time to get tough." 
So said many east coast gunner s. 

he said that crippling losses wer e 
worst in history. 

Seventy per cent. of a ll the duck 
bunters who reported said they 
shot on places open to the public, 
twenty-five per cent gunned in 
privately owned areas, and five per 
cent patronized commercial clubs. 

Mos t of them demanded more 
p u b 1 i c shooting marshes, and 
practically all of them recom­
mended the use of retrievers to 
cut down crippling losses. Some 
of the "scorecarders" wrote long, 
interes ting letters. Judges, doctors, 
banlH~rs, farmers, major league 
ball playe rs, old timers . You could 

THE KING RAIL 
By Alle n Green 

D ID you ever see a king rail on 
1ts nest? You may consider 

yourself very lucky if you have, 
for many n o led ornithologists 
have stated that they have never 
seen a king rail alive. Several 
years ago we had a pair nest on 
the refuge about 20 feet from the 
edge of the lake. 

W e were walking through some 
high weeds when we suddenly 
saw a large bird fly from a mass 
of tall grass ahead of us. It was 
dark colored and rather awkward 
in flight. It fluttered and flew 
wtth its long legs trailing behind. 
This was the first time we had 
seen a king rail leave its nest in 
flight. 

We walked to the spot where we 
thought we had flushed the bird 
and there in the cluster of high 
grass we spied the nest of dull­
while, reddish brown spotted eggs. 
These were laid on a nest slightly 
raised off the ground, built of dry 
weeds and g r asses. 

·we occasionally made observa­
tions so that we might see how 
a young king rail looked, and 
fina lly were r ewarded when we 
spied two little, glossy, coal-black 
birds batch out. Some predator 
had devoured the rest of the birds 
or eggs. 

- ------

Little, glossy, coa.l black birds hatched 
out. Allen Green Photo. 

sider yourself very fortunate. And 
if you get a glimpse of the beau­
tiful young, it will be a sight 
you'll never forget. 

From the west came comments 
like this: "Duck shooting has been 
excellent." ''Pacific Flyway is en­
tirely separate from the others." 
"Great many ducks on all the duck 
clubs." "As many birds as last 
year, but season too early." "If 
other sections have few ducks why 
penalize the west coast?" "Vexing 
to go along with present limits." 
(This from a man who reported 
bagging 56 ducks and 16 geese.) 
Other wes terners were not so 
lucky. "Gun clubs killing all the 
ducks," they wrote. "Clubs have 
all the best areas." "L ocal ducks 
only.'' 

Very little is known of the king 
rail's habits, so if you should see 
one of these birds you can con- 1 sp~t~!~ 

of dull wrute. reddish-brown 
eqqs. Allen Green Photo. 

tell they were discussing a subject 
very dear to them; that they were 
willing to abide by any and all 
r easonable restrictions - even 

I n sptte of a few good spots, 
most of them west of the Missis­
sippi, the average man in the blind 
trudged home on the las t day of 
the s eason firmly convinced that 
anothet' sharp drop in ducks and 
geese had taken place during the 
year He said there were fewer 
ducl{S, more bunter s He was in­
clined to bla me some of those 
other hunter s for h1s bad luck He 
sa1d the ma rshes were lined with 
Johnny Highsbots, Moon Shooters, 
Bat W all{ers, Sky Buste rs; that 

, closed season, 1f necessary - lo 
preserve their favorite outdoor 
sporl. 

. ld b 1 t Tho Mississippi and central flyways had 
some mol on wou e ;! mos sure by far the greatest duck hunting pressure 
t o cut loose if a duck came within j m 1946. Hunting success. per gun w~s 
a quarte r of a mile As a result generally best on the Paclfic Coast. hm 

• Sherman Photo. 

There were those who hurled 
brickbats. One man accused me of 
doing my duck hunting, if any, 
from a swivel chair. That I would 
say was a bit unfair because shot­
gunning has been my best loved 
recreation ever since I could carry 
a shotgun. 

Others invited me to go bunting 
w1th them; to join their clubs. An 
old Umer from Ka nsas even offered 
me a membership in what must be 

the most exclusive organization in 
the world - the Saline County 
Elephant Hunters Association. All 
I had to do to qualify was shoot 
an elephant in Kansas. 

It was a real education to r ead 
the scorecards. They were frank, 
informative and helpful. We were 
disappointed that more hun ters did 
not send theirs in, and hope that 
next year's returns will be much 
better. 

Speaking for t he Fish and Wild· 
life Service, I take this opportunity 
to thank each and every one who 
sent in a scorecard, and plan to 
incorporate as many as possible 
of their suggestions in our future 
waterfowl program 
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