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Peeping Tom and Smallmouth Bass Aristocrats of 
Vain Vera, 81 uebirds I 

Of Waubonsie Fishdom, Choosey About: Their Habitat: 
By MYRLE L. JONES 

Conservation Officer 

Waubonsie Sta te Park 

A week seldom passes during 
summer or wmter tha t b lu ebirds 
may not be found in W aubonsie 
State P ark m sou th western Iowa. 
It is qu ite li ke ly th a t the numer · 
c,us old orchards am ong the hills 
m this wind-blown loess bluff 
are:a play a part m m aking the 
region a ttractive to bluebirds. 
F locks of from 15 to 30 mdividu­
als are not an uncom mon sight 
even on the coldest w mter day 3. 
H~.:re the b1rds can a lways find 
shelter from the wi nd by ma­
neuvering from one abrupt slope 
to an other , a nd even du r ing h ard 
winters the sun soon rem oves 
patch es of the snow from the ex­
posed slopes. 

Everyone loves bluebir ds, for 
no other songs ter is so gentle­
r.atu red, warmly colored, and a t 
th£.: same time beneficia l. In 
spite of this fact, fe w p eople ac­
tually try to a ttract them to t heir 
premises. This is easily don e. 
My wife a nd I h ave lived in 
town, in the country, an d in s ta tC' 
parks, and in each case b luebirds 
have occupied the nesting h ouses 
provided for them . They will 
occupy your houses, too, if they 
are properly cons tr ucted a nd 
plnced . 

The antics of one pair of blue­
birds in Waubons1e P ark last sea­
son more than paid for the time 
an d effort the writer expended 
in erectin g four or f iv e h ouses 
especially designed .for bluebirds. 

The house which this pair ch ose 
w as located in my f ron t yard 
abou t 50 fee t from the custod ian 's 
residen ce. 

The first evidence of this h ouse 
being claimed was on May 21 , 
when a h an dsome male bluebird 
served n otice to the w orld of his 

(Cont inued to Page 44, Column 1) 
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" Back t o your highlands, you greedy despoilers of a river's bed! 
my lowlands! They are mtne! " 

Gtve me back 

The 8v1ississippi's Hymn of Hate 
By PHIL CARSPECKEN 

! "You h ave cramped me w1th levees, goaded me w ith dikes 
i and harnessed m e with dams. You have filch ed m y beloved 
j lowlan ds where, in the spring, when the sap flow ed and I ex -

1
: ulted in the su rge of awakening power, I ranged a t will, ex­

p en ding my s ur plus energy in the manner N a ture p rov ided. 
j You r engineers, like vamp ires, have sucked dry m y teemin g 
= swamplands and slumbrous sloughs, where my fish have 
I spawned, my w ild fowl have propagated an d my fur-bearin g 
j animals disported themselves unmolested. Where my musk­
• rats bur rowed and my bu llfrogs boomed, you have erected i pumping sta tions which hav~ thru st back my wandering 

l
j waters. To add a few paltry acres to the thousands available. 

1 
y ou have con sp1red to encroach u pon my rightful domain and 

6 ravish m e of my playground 'Reclamation ' you h ave called 
1 it. Fools! That which never was rightfully you rs cannot 

and shall not be reclaimed. i "Now, damn you , su ffer the penalty! A way with your i plow s and har rows and livestock, you bankrupt and tax-rid­
.1 den tillers of s tolen soil! Back to your highlands, you greedy 

despoilers of a river's bed! R un! you little men , who thought i t0 restrain my swelling bosom with a ban d of earth! For I , 

•
• 
1 

the mighty MissiSSippi, augmented by t he power of my tribu­
tary streams, have ansen like an angry gian t to throw off 

·.! your shackles, silence your puny pumps an d crumble your 
hated levees. Harken to the sullen roar which arises from 

I 
! 
1 
i 
i 
j 

By E T ROSE 

Fisheries Supervisor, Decorah 

F or bass anglers J un e 15 is the 
most an t1c1pated date on the cal­
endar, for f rom "opening day" to 
early November the dyed-in-the­
wool bass f isherman can seldom 
be found at home or at work. 
The chances are you couldn't find 
h1m 1f he told you where he was 
going, for he does not intention ­
a lly divulge his comings and 
goings. For him elbow room is a 

1 prerequisite, and he doesn 't like 
J c.rowds. One bass fishing addict 
i is quoted, "There are only two 
1 things I have to do on this earth. 
J One is to fish, the other to mak e 

1
: garden-and oh, boy! how I hat~ 

to make garden!" 
I The smallmouth black bass an d 
J h1s cousm, the largemouth, have 
f long been considered the title-

f
• holders by the bass fishing fra­

ternity. By and large, however, I most experts rate the smallmouth 
·.I superior, claiming for it better 

' 

flesh and gamier fighting quali­
ties. The smallmouth for years 

j has been described as "inch for 
j inch, pound for pound, the gami-

est fish the world around". 
J This fine fish finds ideal en-: 

vironment in the clear, cool, fast-

1
1. my onrushing w a ters. 'Reclamation!' is my cry, as I claw at 

your ramparts an d thu nder at your gates. Give back my 
l lowlands! They are mine, damn you! MINE!'' I 
+--•-••-•·•-•t-••-••- ••-••- ••- ••- ••- ••- ••- ••- ••-••-••- n- ••- ••- ••- ••- ••- + 

running streams and to a lesser 
degree in some of the cold water 
lakes. In contrast, the large­
mouth bass will tolerate more ad­
verse water conditions and actu­
ally prefers the warmer, quieter 

<Continued to Page 42, Column 1) 
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ably from soil erosion. However. 
many splendid black bass fishing 
stretches may be found on thts 
stream Included m the 1 c:com 
mended fishmg spots are tht. rol 
lowmg On the Little Turkey 
from the town of Little Turkey 
to the backwater of the dam at 
WaucoiT\,a, and from Waucoma tu 
the junction with the Turkev 
above Eldorado. On the mai;! 
~tream of the Turkey are the 
following notable flshmg areas· 
From Cresco in Ho\\ ard County 
to Eldorado, and to the back­
water of the Clermont Dam in 
I'ayette County, also ft on thl 
Clermont Dam to the junctwn 01 
the Volga River below Elkader 
m Cla} ton County. 

• 'There are only two things I have to do on this earth One is fish, the other to make 

ThE; Des l\loincs River is the 
largest inland stream and i:; 
hcavtly silted. In spite of silta­
tiOn, however, there arc many 
.me smailmouth bass areas that 
are especially productive oi fish 
during low water periods. T\\ o 
favonte stretches of water on the 
uppe1 Des Moines are from Hum­
boldt to Fort Dodge and from 
Fraser Dam to a pomt about two 
mtles below the C&NW 1 ailroau 
bridge. The rock l: ttom and 
swift water spell smallmoutn 
bass in any angler's notebook. 

* AL(XAND[P., [OW * MADDEN,KM * AL[XANDEP..C P. * MCMAI-ION.A t * i'>E P.RV, P.[!; M * MOEN.TI-IOS * BAER. K~NAP.D * MOP.F, WJ * i'>JOP.NSON.I-t * PARTRIDOE,WF * CI-IIUST£NSEN. C * PULVER, POI)T * COLt>Y. ~ui'>ERT * P.ECTOP..JAS 
* COOPER, ROI'>T * II. I PPE.ROER. 1-1 

* COOPER. WILSON * P.OKENI'>P.OOT. F * FAI'>[P.,LESTER * SEVERSON. B 
* FARIS, LYNDEN * SIMENSON, 1-1 

* FINK, LAV[P.N * SJOSTP.OM. P.. 
* FUCKING[R. V W * SL YE. E OW * GE £ P.ICI-IARD * STAP.R.F'AANK * GRAVES. LEROY * STEMPLE. E 
* ORA£<' lNG. I-I * STUffltBEAM.D * 1-!AP.V[Y,WALT * SWEEN(Y.ROt>T * 1-lAUOSE,JOI-lN * WI-IALEN . ..JOHN * 1-!Ef'TY,ALI'>ERT * WILDE. MILTON * I-IOFFMAN 0 * VVILSON.DON 
* HOFFMAN, M * 'OJNG&LOOO.M * J.lUGI-IES.DAVID * 'IOUNG(RMAN.W * HUGI-IES, DON * 1-lUSTON.TAYl.OR * JAOO, t.ARL * JOONSON.WA * ~NSON. \.1 C * K[NN£0Y,WAYN[ * KESTER. GEO * LEPLEY,CI-IAS 

Smallmouth Bass 
CContrnued from Page 41) 

bodies of water, such as sloughs 
and shallow lakes. 

Because the smal1mouth 1s 
fussy about his en'dronment, 
eros10n and sewerage pollution 
greatly decreased his favorite 
waters, and m the bi<:nmal re­
port of the State Game Warden 
in 1928 1t was suggested that per­
haps the smallmouth \Vas becom­
ing extmct in Iowa. 

During the last decade tre­
mendous forward strides have 
bN'n made m stream pollution 
control, and bass have responded 
J,obly to bette1 environmental 
conditions. Silt from soil ero­
sion is at the present time the 
greatest controlling factor m 
smallmouth bass populations. 

Iowans the state over are be-

garden-and oh, boy, how I hate to make garden!" excla•med the small mouth bass fist>er 
man land1ng a prize in this picture. 

I 
commg acutely aware of the need t'rs clatm more and large1 small­
of eros10n control, and soll con- mouth bass are available than in 
servation practices are certam to any other gtven water area 
be of benefit to all our fishmg The Red Cedar Ri\ e1 is .. gam 
waters. becommg popular as a game fish-

There are sh earns in Iowa ing stream Practically a11 of 1ts 
\\here tht smallmouth still retgns pollution has been elimmated, 
supreme and where excellent and with heavy restocking it has 
catches can be made Th~ ma- been transformed from an open 
jo11ty of lo\\a's A-1 smallmouth s.::wer to a fisherman's paradise 
waters are m northeast Iowa. Pnmary smallmouth areas arP 
This section of the state, how- located at St Ansgar and Osage 
E:'Ver, docs not have a monopoly in Mitchell County, Floyd and 
on good smallmouth fishing. Charles Ctty m Floyd County, 

One of the fmest bass streams the Waverly to Janesville area 
i~· the Upper Iowa, whtch flows m Bremer County, and the Bear 
in an easterly dtrect ion through Creek regions north of Vmton m 
Howard, Wmneshiek, and Alla- Benton County. The cities oi 
makee Counties. Its pre-erru- Austm, Minnesota, Waterloo and 
nence IS due to several factors, Cedar Raptds are to be commend­
of which the following are note- ed for their eliminatiOn of sewer­
worthy very fast water with an age pollution from th1s stream 
average fall of ftve feet per mtle; The large and torturous rivet 
many springs and many tributary system of the Wapsipinicon has 
cold wate1 trout streams; timber suffered from erosion; however, 
areas in watershed and along notable bass areas may be found 
bank streams. High limestone at Frederika, Tripoll, and Read­
bluffs abound and form banks lyn in Bremer County; Ltltlcton, 
along many miles of the stream, Independence, and Quasqueton 
affordmg cover and shade for the m Buchanan County, Troy Mills 
cool, clear waters. The upper Waubeek, Central City, and Stone 
reaches of the stream from th~ Ctty in Linn County. and Oxford 

Tht Raccoon River is again 
gaining wtdtspread prominencl' 
as a bass stream, although ero­
sion has filh:d many of th · deep-

• holes and covered tht rocky 
bottom with sand and mud Coon 
River fishermen claim f01 1t the 
fmest fishing stn:am m Iowa' 

Favontc areas are above and be­
low Sac City in Sac Count\. 
above Grant Ctty and n<:at Lake 
Ctty in Calhoun County, Rain­
bow Bndge region near Lanes­
boro in Carroll County, and the. 
Squ1rrel Hollow area below Jef 
ferson in Greene County Many 
Des Momes fishermen prefer tht 
area in Dallas County above 
A del. 

The above are only a few of 
the smallmouth streams in th' 
state. Others that may be men­
tioned are the Boone Rive. 
through Wnght and Hamilton 
counties, the Iowa River from 
Iowa Falls through Marshalltown, 
the Shellrock Rivet from Nora 
Springs to its junction w1th the 
Red Cedar, the West Fm k from 
Dumont m Butler County to the 
Red Cedar, the Maquoketa from 

CConlrnued to Page 43 Column 1) 

tuwn of Lime Springs through Mills in Jones County. 
Wmneshiek County to the Alla- The Turkey River m its upper 
makee County line are ideal for branches has suffered consider-
smallmou ths. Many bass wetgh- -if?====::::::;=======;:~;;,;-------
mg five pounds and more were 
taken durmg the '43 season with- The cities of Austin, 
in the corporate limits of De- M.nnesota WaterloC' 
corah. and Cedar Rap1ds, are 

The Yellow River is a compara- to be commended for 
tivcly small stream and is simi- the1r elimination of 
lar in many respects to the Up- sewerage pollution on 
pel Io\\a Yellow River cnthu- the Red Cedar River 
stasts proclaim that pet fishable L >ss of s11'allm1>uth 
mile of water this river doc"> not bass such as th1s 1s a 
take a back seat to any stream in thing of the past, and 
the state. The best areas are' th1s stre;tm has been 
from Volney to the Misstssippi transformed from an 
R~ver. This stretch of nver JS in I open ~ewer to_ a fish­
Lmton and Fairview townships erman s parad1se 

Allamakee County, and its boost-
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Smallmouth Bass 
(Continued from Page 42) 

Manchester to Maquoketa. These 
and many othet s will produc~ 
f,ne strings of smallmouths. 

SmaUmouths are extremely 
gamy but, contrary to the tyro's 
opinion, are not hard to catch 
u they are fished for. Anyone 
w1th a general knowledge of fish­
lllg methods may catch bass. 

Generally bass f1shermen use 
either a fairly heavy trout fly­
rod about Slf2 -ounce bass actiOn, 
o:- a light casting rod. A com­
paratively light-weight line is 
used. 

Baits and lures that may be 
ustd successfully are varied. For 
live bait the iollowmg arc good 
and 1f propetly used will reward 
the angler with as many bass as 
can be taken with a1 tificials. 
1\ ightcrawlers, small leopard or 
p1ckerel frogs, ct ayfish (particu­
larly soft-shelled), minnows, and 
Dobson fly larvae (hellgram­
mites). 

In bait fishing live ba1t should 
be presented to the bass in as 
natural a manner as can be ac­
complished. If ftshmg a fast nf­
fle area, the ba1t is cast upstream 
and across to a point not to ex­
ceed about a 45-dcgree angle 
from the fisherman. Long casts 
are unnecessary for smallmouths 
when feeding arc not wary. Al­
low the bait to drift with the 
current with as little line pull as 
possible. If line pull or drag is 
permitted, the bait will not fol­
low the current but wtll move 
downstream at an unnatural an­
gle and speed and will not fool 
the dumbest or hungnest of fish. 

Experience 1s necessary to 
know the exact time to set the 
hook after a stnkc. Generally 
speaking, however, when f1shing 
fast water It ts better to set the 
hook immediately upon feeling or 
seeing the strike. 

If no strike occurs on the drift 
downstream, retrieve the bait 
and either lengthen the cast or 
move to another desirable point. 
As in fishing channel cat, the: 
great majority of fish are taken 
by wading the stream. Some bait 
fishermen use a bobber to keep 
the bait off the bottom, as in 
blood-fishing catfish. If there are 
large jutting rocks, endeavor to 
swing the bait alongside the back 
eddy of the rock. This is a fa­
vorite hangout for smallmouths. 

In fishing deep pools with na­
tural bait, permit the bait to 
drift into the pool from the up­
stream end and swing through to 
the end of your line, keeping the 
bait rather close to the bottom. 
In deep water fishing invariably 
the bass will "mouth" the bait, 
turning it around so that it can 
be swallowed head-first. The 
time to strike is the moment the 
bait has been turned. This may 
l>e detected by the fact that after 
the fish has grabbed the bait, it 
swims for a few feet and either 
stops or slows up, at that time 
turning the bait in its mouth. 

IOWA CONSERVATIONIST 

One of Iowa s finest bass streams is the Upper Iowa Its very fast water, t1mbered 
watershed, clear cold water tributary streams, and high l1mestone bluffs make it ideal for 
small mouths. 

Of all the live baits, the author 
believes that the best is the hell­
grammite, hooked through the 
hard collar region just behind the 
head. This bait is especially 
good in rocky streams where the 
fearsome-looking creature may 
be found under rocks. This bait 
may be secured by placing a min­
now net in a riffle and over-turn­
ing the rocks upstream. The hell­
grammites will wash down with 
the current and cling in the net. 

Soft-shelled crayfish (that is, 
the crayfish after it has shed its 
old shell and before the new one 
becomes firm) are the favorite 
bait of many smallmouth bait 
fishermen. Soft-shells are soft 
only for short periods, and then! 
is no way known by which hard 
5hells may be softened chemic­
ally or in any other way except 
that provided by Mother Nature 
with periodic shedding. 

Small frogs are especially good 
bass bait in fall during frog mi­
gration from shallow ponds to the 
streams. Here again, present the 
bait in the most natural manner. 

Bass fishing with worms or 
nightcrawlers is sometimes very 
successful, especially when used 
in conjunction with a No. 3 June­
bug spinnet. 

Artificial bait is, in the opinion 
of the writer, the best and most 
sporting method of taking small­
mouths. Practically every lure 
in the catalogue can be usf'd to 
good effect if used properly. The 
tandem type flyrod spinner with 
treble hooks is used extensively 
and is a "killer-diller". It is used 
similar to live bait on a riffle ex­
CE-pt that no drift is permitted 
It is retrieved slowly, just clear­
ing the bottom. This method ap­
plies to any spinner fly combina­
tion on the riffles, and it goe.s 
without saying, clip the fish the 
second he strikes. Set the hook 
hard, for the small mouth does 
considerable fighting in mid-air. 
I have had lures thrown clear 
onto the bank by an enraged 

smallmouth. 
Many of the tricks of black 

bass must be learned the hard 
way. Every sharp rock in the 
neighborhood is known to the 
big blacks, and they can use them 
to good advantage in shearing 
your leader. When "Old Red-eye" 
is hooked, put on all the pressure 
you dare when he heads for sharp 
rocks, or else go home with a 
memory not too nourishing. 

In fishing the pools and deeper 
stretches, start at the lower end 
and cast your spinner or other 
lure in the region of the chute. 
You will find bass there because 
they know that all food passing 
downstream will pass this point 
confined in the water at the base 
of the pool. Gradually work up­
stream from this point by length­
enmg your casts and at the same 
time vary the level of lure travel. 

A good variation in method is 
to cast downstream into the deep 
hole and retrieve the lure, prefer­
ably a spinner fly, up into the 
fast water. The writer prefers 
here a gold willow leaf spinner 
and a gaudy salmon fly. 

If the water is clear and espe­
cially during bright sunlight. 
watch your leader. If there is a 
flashing glint to them, better 
change to tinted gut or nylon. 
A six-foot leader is none too long 
m water clear enough to permit 
you to see the bass in a pool 
while you are fishing it. 

The best advice as to when to 
go bass fishing is to go whenever 
you can. Disregard barometric 
pressures, tidal affect, moon 
phase, sign of the zodiac, wind 
direction (watch out for east 
wind, though), and other hocus 
pocus. 

Don't expect to catch bas.s 
when the water is so silt-laden as 
to prevent their seeing your bait. 
Iowa waters are never too clear 
for bass fishing, so the clearer 
your stream the better. Low 
river stages are best, since natur­
ally the fish have fewer places 
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to be and are therefore concen­
tr·ated. 

After June 15 bass feed mor~ 
actively JUSt before darkness sets 
10 At this time they emerge 
1:-om the deep pools and chase 
m!nnows mto the shallows or 
feed on emerging shad and cad­
dice flies. Riffle fishing is then 
at its best, for many move up 
into the fast waters searching for 
food. If you are cautious and 
ubserving, you may see them, 
maybe just a glimpse as they 
L•ash for some hapless insect 
nymph or wayward minnow. 

The indescribable thrill the 
angler experiences on watching 
a large smallmouth smash up 
from the bottom of a clear deep 
pool to take a lure on the surface 
JS reason for their confirmed ad­
dictiOn to surface fishing. 

Some fishermen contend that 
after the fall of the leaves small­
mouths can't be taken. It is more 
cifflcull then, but try the fol­
lowing: 

Dunng the warmest part of 
the day in October and early No­
Vt'mber, fish the deep pools with 
a small frog presented in a na­
tural manner. Be super-cautious 
because the water is very clear. 
But, boys, a hooked bass during 
this season is some fun! 

These hints to bass fishing be­
ginners are that only. Many 
uooks have been written about 
bass, and any newcomer should 
1 ead one or two of them. If, as a 
l>eginner, you are fortunate 
enough to cultivate the acquaint­
ance of a real bass fisherman, in­
vite him to go with you (in your 
car if you've saved enough cou­
pons), and you will learn much 
by watchmg him. He won't 
know it all-no one does. But 
you will profit from the experi­
ence. 

Take a Tip from a Dog 
After he's through running 

and playing, have you noticed 
how your dog completely relax­
es and falls asleep on the rug at 
your feet? He lets go, rests every 
nerve and muscle, builds up his 
5 trength for the next run. 

You, too, need to relax. Take 
a tip from your dog and let go! 
ln these high tension days it is 
vitally important to learn to re­
lax. A prominent efficiency ex­
pert taught that we should use 
our "moments of unavoidable de­
lay" to relax and store up energy 
for work. 

Watch your dog when he 
wakes up. He stands up and 
stretches his entire body. That's 
tip No. 2. Stretchmg and deep 
C!'E'athmg are the finest exercises. 
To the Hindu Yogi, breath is 
life and his entire philosophy of 
mental and physical poise is 
built around breathing exercises. 
Throw open the window. Reach 
for the ceiling! Try to reach th~ 
floor with the tips of your fingers, 
without bending your knees. 
Breathe! Stretch! Live! - The 
Forest Log, Salem, Oregon. 
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Peeping Tom 
(Cont•nued from Page 41> 

intent by twittenng from the 
10oftop and givmg the house a 
tnm ough inspection. 

Although the birdhouse seemed 
to please h1m, he at times ap­
pLared to be ambitious to take 
over my residence, and he flew 
from one wmdow sill to another 
t.·ying to get inside. 

Tom, as he will be called m the 
rest of th1s story, d1d not appeat 
to be fighting his reflectwn m 
the window glass as birds some­
times do, but no doubt his reflec­
tion had a part in the game he 
played. At any rate this fellow 
spent much of h1s time for the 
next several days on my window 
si1ls peekmg m. 

It was not until nearly a week 
h~d passed that he took t1me out 
to fmd a partner, and soon he 
succeeded in interesting a quiet 
httle female in the house he had 
chosen He then made a grave 
error and taught his new bride 
to peek m our wmdows and to 
adm1re her reflection. 

He was a good teacher, too, for 
she learned the lesson well, and 
he sat back and thoroughly en­
joyed her pleasure. Finally, how­
ever, he acted as though he knew 
the season was advancing, for he 
wculd warble to her and flutter 
to the birdhouse. She would 
cvme at his call, but instead of 
sLtthng down to domesticity, she 
would return In a few mmutes 
to the window. 

Sometimes at his urgent call 
she \\ ould refuse to quit her wm­
dvw pane lookmg-glass and 
wculd leave the inspection of the 
new home to her bridegroom. 

These antics continued for sev­
eral days, the birds spendmg 
much time at the wmdow nearest 
the birdhouse. During the heat 
of the day they often retired to 
tile north side of the house, where 
V::un Vera (as we now called 
her) would cling to the screen 
and admire her pretty self. 

A small branch had been fas­
tc,r..cd at their favorite window 
vn the south so that they would 
not have to struggle to clmg to 
the crossbar. Later, in an effort 
lo discourage the vain little fe­
male in her sell-adoration, the 
perch was removed. The .farce, 
however, contmued. 

We decided to leg-band the b1rds 
.for Identification, and a small 
cage-like bird-bander's trap was 
placed inside the window and the 
window raised. A most unusual 
"ba1t" was used. A mirror was 
placed in the far end of the trap 
and, believe It or not, the bait 
vvorked-not for Vain Vera, but 
for Peeping Tom. Whether the 
proud gentleman thought he was 
challenging a rival for possesswn 
of his territory or just wanted a 
better look at himself is anyone's 
gt.ess, but he almost immediately 
entered the trap and was given 
a small numbered aluminum leg 
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-Photo by M. L. Jones. 
Peep.ng Tom made a grave error when he 

taught his new bride to peep .n our wm­
dc.ws and adm•re her reflection. 

band used in bird studies and re­
leased. 

Vain Vera was trap-shy and 
consequently was never banded. 
Several types of traps and batts 
\\ere used for her but were not 
successful. She was not molested 
at her nesting site for fear she 
would not return. 

It was not until almost a month 
after the selection of the house 
for a home site that Vera finally 
presented her husband with a 
iull clutch of four eggs in the 
nE-st. Tom's pleadings for his 
spouse to settle down were to no 
avail, for the vam llttle house­
wife took her responsibilities 
hgh tly and none of the eggs 
hatched, she spending more time 
a! the wmdow than she did at the 
nest. 

In midday, w1th Vera strutting 
at the shady north window, Tom 
occupied the sunny birdhouse 
roof. His soft cries to his way­
ward mate were depressing and 
moved my wife to take my hand 
and say, "I feel JUSt like that 
when you are gone." 

After nearly a month of indif­
ferent brooding, Vera gave up 
the house and between preening 
sesswns was observed carrying 
ne:sting material into a birch 
bark house on another portion of 
the lawn. But after a day or 
two of half-hearted nesting at­
tempts at the new s1te, she con­
ceived the idea of building a new 
nest on top of her first one. 

Tom's songs took on a new and 
hc.ppy note when his spouse, as 
if to htde her past, completely 
covered the unhatched eggs with 
a fresh lining of soft dry grass, 
rnakmg what might be considered 
a two-story affair. At this time 
Tom's attentions to his little 
mate were a joy to behold, and 
one egg was laid in this addition 
before vanity overcame her ma­
tE-rnal instincts and Vain Vera 
agam returned to her window 
toilet. 

WARDENS' 
·:· T A L E S ·:· 

SHOP TALK 
FROM THE FIELD 

Conservation Offtcer Dan Ntch­
ols, on spring duck patrol along 
the muddy bottoms of the MISSIS­
sippi R1ver, came upon a car con­
tammg two men that was deeply 
1n1red on the road The off1cer 
stopped to give assistance, and 
after considerable jockeying the 
car was safe on h1gh ground. The 
two men, deeply appreciative of 
the aid rendered, offered to pay 
f01 the assistance. The game 
v <arden declined pohtely and said 
that he was glad to help. The 
driver of the car mststed that Dan 
have something for his efforts 
and said, "We've been hunting 
and killed more ducks than we 
can use. Will you take some?" 

The officer quickly replied, " I 
sure will. I 'll take them a ll­
and I'm afraid I'll have to take 
you boys, too." 

Taken they were. 
-WT-

During the winter Conserva­
tion Officer Ray Beckman, on 
fish patrol, came upon a spearing 
party. One spear er was a t an 
ICe hole kneeling underneath a 
form covered with a blanket, :1 

device commonly used so that 
the spearer m ay see the fish bet­
ter , and only his legs and the 
"gig" ha ndle were v isible out­
side. The res t of the party were 

Her attraction for the wmdow 
and her reflection contmued 
through July. By August her 
frayed moulting feathers had lost 
their fascination for her, and she 
nPver again appeared at our win 
dows. Vera and Tom made fre­
quent inspections to the old 
homestead, she silent and he cry­
ing plaintively. They made their 
last visit at their childless home 
November 8. 

P eeping Tom and Vain Vera 
were not seen during the winter 
r.JOnths, but Tom, proudly wear­
ing his aluminum leg band, re­
turned with the first warm days 
this spring alone. He has paid 
little attention to the old home 
p!ace, and it is now occupied by 
a pair of chickadees. Tom does 
r.ot seem to mind, and we hear 
his seductive warbling from the 
top of the birch bark house. He 
is calling for another mate. 

What became of Vain Vera? 
We do not know, but we will 
wager that Tom is successful with 
a new romance and that he will 

upstream pounding the ice to 
make the fish "run" . 

The officer approached the 
form and started to chat, finally 
af>king, "Any luck?" 

The violator, without coming­
from under the blanket, replied, 
''I can 't see the blankety-blanks 
quick enough. I jus t can' t sec 
them." 

The officer inquired, "Could 
.} ou see a game warden If hP 
came along?" 

The spearer replied, intent on 
his quarry, "I guess so." 

Ray touched the protruding 
spear handle and said, "Look up 
this way and see if you can see 
hun." 

The man 's head came out from 
under the blanket to see. o\nd 
was his face red! 

- WT-
Conservation Off1cer Harry 

Rector, on a similar fishing pa 
t:rol, came around a sharp river 
bend and caught a spearing 
party flat-footed. Approaching 
one of the older and more digm­
fled members of the group the 
g&me warden asked, "Are you 
the president of this outfit?" 

The man shamefacedly re­
plied, "There ain' t no officers for 
this club." 

• 

The Eternal Triangle 
My lady fair-a worthy dame, 

Was dear to me-that's flat' 
Too soon I learned, with secret 

shame, 
My lady loved-a cat! 

But I , too, had another love, 
Earth's pilgrimage to bless; 

I loved a quail all things above­
This brought me but distress-

For morning, noon and eve, I 
heard 

Her "Bob White!" clear and 
strong, 

And when I heard, it gently 
stirred 

My thought, like hers, to song. 

She cheered me through the Win­
ter snows; 

Came Springtime's floodmg 
green, 

She reared her nest where grass­
es rose, 

To h ide her eggs-sixteen! 

I saw her fledglings follow her, 
The weed-edged fields along: 

I saw a springing ball of fur 
Crush out both life and song. 

I heard no more her cheery call, 
Nor saw the crickets flee 

As eager feet pursued them all; 
She had been dear to me-

And was I sad and sore?-by 
h eck!-

My lady mourned - that's 
that!-

Then tied a ribbon 'round its 
neck, 

And glorified the cat. 
- Ed C. Volkert. 

think twice before teaching her There 1s nothing new about 
to window-peep. "streamlining". The osprey (fish 

There may be a moral in this hawk) advocated the idea years 
true bird tale. If not, it at least ago. He always carries his cap­
bears out the axiom, "There is tured fish head-first in the di­
somethmg decidedly h u man I rection of flight to avoid wind re-
a bout birds." sistance. 

-
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Lace" - KPosauqua 
State Park lies 10 the 
" b1g bend" of the Des 
Moines River, and 1n 
th1s area grew the bee 
trees from which the 
Honey War rece1ved 
1ts name 

Boundary Line and .Bees 

Cause l-loney War 

The Hawkeyes 
And "Show-Me's" 
Bare Teeth in 1837 

The Lacey - Keosauqua State 
Park area, containing some 2,200 
acres situated in the "big bend" in 
the Des Moines River, has been 
the scene of many notable historic 
and prehistoric events, but prob­
ably none that can compare in 
humor with the historical comic 
opera known as the "Honey 
V/ar." 

High on one of the bluffs in 
the park overlooking the river is 
a bronze tablet that in simple 
and d ignified language states, 
"To commemorate the amicable 
settlement of the Honey War and 
the Iowa-Missouri boundary dis­
pute, which involved the owner­
~hip of bee trees in this bend of 
the Des Moines River". 

Although the Honey War took 
place more than a hundred years 
ago and the action now a ppears 
ludicrous to us, it must be re­
membered that in those days 
"state's rights" meant more than 
at present, and every state was 
eYtremely jealous of its sover­
t'ignty. Let no one misunder­
stand-our "war" with Missouri 
was a serious crisis. However, it 
fortunately ended without major 
bloodshed by either s ide. 

The origin of the dispute may 
be found in the ambiguous lan­
guage by which the northern 
boundary of Missouri was de­
fined. However, no serious ques­
tion was raised about the boun­
dary until 1837. By that time 
many settlers were moving into 
northeast Missouri and what is 
now southeast Iowa. It was na­
tural that the Missourians would 
covet the rich land to the north, 
and this was especially true be­
cause of the large numbers of 
bee trees in the area. 

As friction increased, attempts 
to determine the true boundary 
Wf:re made, but Missouri refused 
to cooperate, and when Missouri 
attempted to officially extend 

• 
jurisdiction northward, Van Bur­
en County, Iowa, citizens com­
plained to Territorial Governor 
Lucas, who immediately issued a 
proclamation calling for every 
official to uphold the territorial 
integrity and to resist every en­
croachment from the south. 

Missourians read the gover­
nor 's proclamation with great 
rage. Meetings were held, reso­
lutions were adopted and pledges 
made to "main tain unsullied the 
dignity and honor of Missouri". 
The Missouri governor then is­
sued a counter-proclamation and 
ordered officials to use their full 
power to enforce jurisdiction in 
the border area claimed by that 
state. 

Shortly thereafter a Missouri 
s!"leriff en tered into the disputed 
area to collect taxes. He was 
unsuccessful and warned not to 
return. 

The situation on the border be­
came more tense and is r eflected 
.n the following poem, sung by 
the Missouri "army" to the tune 
of "Yankee Doodle": 

Y e freemen of the happy land, 
Which flows with milk and 

honey, 
Arise! To arms! Your ponies 

mount! 
Regard not b lood or money. 

Old Governor Lucas, tiger-like, 
Is prowling 'round our borders. 

But Governor Boggs is widE' 
awake-

Just listen to his orders. 

Three bee-trees stand about the 
line 

Between our State and Lucas, 
Be ready all these trees to fall, 

And bring things to a focus. 
We'll show old Lucas how to brag, 

And seize our precious honey! 
He also claims, I understand, 

Of us three bits in money. 

Now, if the Governors want to 
fight, 

Just let them meet in person 
And when noble Boggs old Lucas 

flogs, 
'Twill teach the scamp a lesson. 

Then let the victor cut the trees, 
And have three bits in money, 

The Old Hokum of 
Flood Control Again 

Press reports of the past sev­
eral weeks bring the story of the 
fight the folks at Beardstown, 
1u., are waging to prevent the 
dtggmg of a new stream bed for 
Ltn:. :::,angamon nver where It 
dOWS into the Illinois river just 
doove Beardstown. 

The old hokum of flood con­
l! u1 and land reclamation has 
bLen trotted out and dusted of1 
10r use with this p roject. 

!:>ince 1900 the Middle West 
has been ditched and dug by 

And wear a crown from town to 
town, 

Anointed with pure honey. 

The war received its name 
when the Iowa bee trees were 
destroyed in what is now the 
Lacey-Keosauqua State Park. 
Th1s act "occasioned great excite­
ment in Iowa, for it seemed to be 
an act of wanton malice". 

Shortly after the bee trees were 
cut the climax was reached when 
a Missouri sheriff was arrested 
by the sheriff of Van Buren 
County when the former attempt­
ed to collect taxes in the dis­
puted area. The arrest was the 
signal for activity south of the 
border, and a regiment of Mis­
sourians, without tents or blan­
kets and inadequately supplied 
with arms and ammunition, was 
formed to begin the march to· 
ward the seat of "war". 

Upon confirmation that the 
Missourians were preparing for 
war, Territorial Governor Lucas 
issued orders to commanders of 
the Iowa militia to muster their 
men and "maintain the terrtorial 
.ntegrity of Iowa" . 

The armies were motley crews. 
Each man followed his own taste 
m the matter of uniform and 
weapons. They were armed with 
flmtlocks, blunder busses, 
scythes, and other implements of 
war, and one Iowa militia cap­
tain carried an Indian spear. One 
company of proud Iowans was 
equipped with a train of six wag­
ons to carry supplies, and the 
commander determined to "keep 
up the spirits" of his men and 
loaded five of the six wagons 
with whiskey. 

As these motley a r m i e s 
marched toward one another, the 
Honey War abruptly ended in a 
compromise, while the combat­
ants were still safe distances 
apart. The boundary dispute was 
fmally decided in the United 
States Supreme Court with Iowa 
t~rritory the winner, retaining 
custody of the land and bee trees. 

The motley Honey 
War armies w e r e 
equipped with an odd 
assortment of weap­
ons, 1ncluding blunder­
busses such as this. 
One Iowa militia cap­
tain actually carried 
an Indian spear for a 
weapon. 

• 
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smart promoters anxious to 
feather their own nest, so that 
n ow every time we have a heavy 
de:w a flood occurs some place. 
The very wise engineers are now 
l<'aning toward the theory (1t 
took a long time) that maybe Na­
ture mtended a few swamps, 
n~o.rshes, ponds, and lakes to be 
just where she put them, and 
that maybe sound flood control 
begins by leaving a few storage 
b:.sms for water scattered around 
the watershed. 

If the Sangamon project is au· 
thorizcd, and we surely hope 
that it is not, it will ruin some of 
the finest duck shooting reserves 
around Beardstown, and some of 
the best commercial fishing wa­
ters of the state. The economic 
value of these Items, when 
weighed against the doubtful ag­
ricultu ral value of the project, is 
m itself sufficient reason to flat­
ly reject this drainage scheme.­
The Nomad, Davenport, Demo-
crat. 

July and August Best 
Time to Prune Locusts 

July and August are the proper 
months for pruning young black 
locust trees to insure maximum 
production of straight, sound 
posts and poles. If pruned at 
other seasons the trees are apt 
to sprout heavily and undo all 
the good work. 

If the plantation is in its sec­
ond or third summer, the trees 
should be inspected and all forks, 
double trunks or excess sprouts 
eliminated. Trees planted last 
spring should not be pruned un­
til next year. 

A sharp knife makes a satis­
factory pruning instrument for 
small trees; on larger trees a saw 
may be needed. The cut should 
be clean and as close to the trunk 
as possible to permit rapid heal­
ing of the scar. 

If the young tree is forked, the 
straightest, healthiest branch 
should be left. It is also a good 
idea to remove any unusually 
large lateral branches that are 
likely to compete with the main 
stem. Over-pruning, however, is 
a mistake. Do not cut off too 
n1any branches that will never 
cvmpete with the central stem: 
they help furnish food for growth 
of the tree. 

If a tree is diseased or stunted. 
it should be cut off at the ground 
sometime dunng winter or early 
sprmg The result will be a col­
ony of sprouts which later can 
be reduced to a single tree.­
Missoun Conservation Commis­
sion. 
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Know Your 
Outboard 

Motor 
Choosing A Type Of Outboard 

Motor 

As has been sa1d, no one type 
of outboard motor 1s "best", at 
li'ast not outstandingly so, for all 
ct•nd1t10ns of operation. It may 
be hard to sift and Judge the 
clC<tms and counter-clatms of 
manufacturers, dealers and sales­
JN,n Yet, to a certain extent 
that IS the only way to know 
what to choose. Bear in mmd 
that as in most other mechanical 
fie Jds, practically all outboard 
motors, of any type, are "good 
buys"-they give a reasonable 
value for the price. The fastidi­
cu~ and far-seeing buyer will, 
huwever, do several things: First, 
he wtll ride with and operate the 
motor (get a demonstration) to 
mc1ke sure that it satisfies hts m­
dividual needs. Second, he will 
make sure that service (parts and 
e}:pert workmanship) are avail­
able wherever he may go. Third, 
hr:> will buy from a reputable 
dealer. And fourth, he wtll ques­
t.on as many friends and ac­
quamtances as convemen t and 
average up the1r recommenda· 
tions. If he will do those thmgs 
h ' ' e won t go far wrong m choos-
mg the type of his outboard mo­
tor. 

While most outboards are used 
r ...... t sport and pleasure, they are 
likewise most efficient in com­
n1crcial work where adaptability 
POl tability, low cost and depend·' 
ability count most. 

The wartime story of outboard 
motors will have to wa1t until 
all the important and sometimes 
st artlmg facts are no longer of 
bl•nefit to the enemy. 

The old adage "A httle learn­
in5 is a dangerous thing" applies 
to outboard motors importantly. 
Service stations that repair mo­
tors and instruct owners report 
thai owners may be divided in to 
ftve classes. 

1. The man who has no me­
chamcal ability and doesn't care 
tc learn even the simple funda­
mentals of motor operation. 

2. The man who has practically 
no mechanical ability but thinks 
h0 has. He is the "tinkerer". 
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3. The "expert". This class 
may have a high degree of knowl­
edge and skill m certain kmds of 
machinery-even m automobile 
engmes. You "can't tell them 
anythmg" because they already 
know all that's to be known­
they thmk. 

The June-Berry 
By ADA HAYDEN 

The June- berry (Amelanchier,_ ____________ _ 

4 The non-mechanical sensible 
class of owner is the man who 
hstens attentively to mstruct10n 
follows directions, doesn't tinker: 
and takes good care of his motor 
includmg a peilOdlCal check-u~ 
by a service station . 

5. The man who really knows 
outboard motors, how to operate 
them safely and efficiently, how 
t•> take care of them, how to diag. 
nose any trouble that may arise, 
and how to make repairs when 
nt cessary. 

Few motor owners can or 
should try to put themselves m­
to class five. But certamly there 
would be far less criticism of out­
boards in general, much less 
tl ouble, many less headaches, H 
all would make an honest effort 
to get mto class four. Fortu­
r:.ately, It Isn't difficult. 

I n the operation of any gaso­
l;.ne engme there are Three Fun­
damentals. Keep them in m md 
constantly. Know what they 
mean. Learn how to find out 
whether and how well these 
T hree Fundamentals are fu lfilled. 
Then you'll get t he kind of sabs­
fymg pet formance your motor 
was built to give you. 

The Three Fundamentals are 
these: 
. First, a proper mixture of gaso­

lme vapor and air in the cylin­
der. This is the "food" that a 
rr.otor "cats" to develop power. 
The carburetor is the device 
\'- hich mixes the gasoline and air 
in the right proportions. 

Second, the compressiOn of this 
n.ixture by the moving piston 
first in the crankcase (your out~ 
board motor is probably a two­
cycle motor) and then in the cy­
lmder. The mechanical condi­
tion of cylinder, piston, rings, has 
a great deal to do with good 
compression. 

Third, a hot electric spark 
across the electrodes of the spark 
plug, at the right time. While a 
dirty or burned out spark plug 
or a leaky high tension lead from 
the magneto to the spark plug 
may interfere, the magneto is the 
principal part of the motor that 
is involved in this fundamental. 

Given !l proper mixture, good 
compressiOn, a hot spark properly 

<::m a densis) , which denves tis lo­
cal name from the month in 
v hich its fruits ripen in Iowa is , 
also called shad-bu sh, shad-blow, 
sugar - pear, Indian - pea r, a nd 
su vtce-berry. It is w1despread 
throughout the woodlands of 
Iowa, and when it blooms spr ing 
1s here, though its season varies 
In Apnl and May. I n N ew Eng­
lnnd tt flowers when the sh ad 
move up the streams, and h ence 
th(;> name shad-bush. 

Its period of attractlveness 1s 
the year around. Among bare 
treetops on s tream banks and 
ch1fs, the feathery whtte of the 
shad-bush flowers stands out i n 
Apnl. Its folded leaves at ftrst , 
pule g~·ay or redd1sh-purple and 
densely woolly, lose their h airy 
appearance as they unfold. By 
the time they have fully e~­
panded, the oval to h eart-shaped 
leaves wtth thetr f inely toothed 
margm s have become smooth and 
are gray-green m color. When 
1 he green leaves have reach ed 
their full s ize, t he white floral 
leaves are falling like showers 
uf snowflakes on the breeze. R e­
placing the flowers, green pear­
shaped fruits hang in drooping 
c!usters. By the end of J une or 
perhaps m July, the fruit is crim­
son in color. Wh en ripe, It varies 
from magenta to purple or black. 
The pulp is jutcy and mildly 
sweet. Each fru it h as 10 seeds. 

Fernald and Kinsey m "Edible 
Wtld Plants of Northwestern 
North America" s tate, "Few wild 
fru tts of such excellen t quality 
as the service-berries are less 
known to the modern Americans 
although by the Indians and the 
Eu.rly European explorers of the 
continent the berries were among 
the most esteemed of our native 
frUits. To the E uropean taste 
t!"le berries are bes t when m ade 
m to puddings and pies, the thor­
oughly cooked seeds giving a fla­
vor s uggesting sweet cherry pie. 
The berries, especially if cooked 
fn·st, are splendid for berry muf . 
fms, yielding a rich almond fla­
vor. By the Indians the fruit 
was much used in the m aking of 
bread, being gathered in large 
quan tities, beaten into a paste 
and then dried in cakes." 

The June-berry furnish es food 
for birds. McAtee lists the flick­
c:r, catbird, robin, hermit thrush, 
veery, cedar waxwing, and Balti-
more oriole, which consume the 
b~rries. 

In autumn the leaves range 
Given a proPer ft om gold to shades of purple 

mixture, good com- 1 aud Indian red. When the leaves 
pression, a hot spark h..tve fallen, the smooth gray bark 
properly timed, and I and many-twigged somewh a t zig­
your outboard motor 

1 
zag branches bearing long, slen­

will run and del1ver 

power. t;med, and your motor will run 
and deliver power, barring minor 

1 
mechanical difficulties.-Johnson 
Motors. 

-PI oto by Ada Hayden 
The June-berry (Amelanchier canadens1sl 

blooms when spnr s here, and ts feathery 
wh1te flowers stand out agaanst the bare 
background of Iowa's woodlands. 

der-poin ted buds somewhat pur­
p1ish-brown in color, distinguish 
the June-berry from other wood­
land trees. Its height varies from 
eight to 25 feet in the Midwest 
In open \Voodland or pastures its 
trunk attains a diameter of s ix 
to 12 mches. However, trees 
which have been cut or which 
d1e to the ground send up a clus­
t~·r of stems. 

The wood of the June-berry is 
commercially known as lance­
wood. It is hard, heavy and 
strong, c!ose-gramed and dark 
brown, often tinged w1th red Its 
sapwood is thick and paler. Fish­
ing rods, umbrella handles, and 
tool handles have been manufac­
tured from it. The June-berry 
Las been used as a stock upon 
which to graft the pear and the 
quince. 

The ability of the tree to grow 
on eroding stream banks and gul­
lies makes 1t a valuable type of 
vegetatiOn to plant for erosion 
control. Its propagatiOn is not 
difficult, f01 according to Bailey 
it may be grown from seed by 
planting soon after 1ts fruit has 
ripened. 

At least two other species oc­
cur in Iowa, the bronze-leaved 
June-berry (A melanchier 1aevis) 
whose leaves have a bronze cast 
at blossom time, and the low 
June-berry (Amelanchie r humi­
Jis), a low sh1 ub three to SIX 

feet in height which may be 
propagated by its stolons. 

These handsome native shrubs 
merit the name servtce-berry, for 
they serve as stocks for grafting, 
are useful to man and birds for 
food, employed in the manufac-

<Continued to P~ge 48, Column 2) 
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TAKING A 
.STROLL 

• 

WOTES FROM cAN cARTIST)S SKETCH CJ300K 

By CORPORAL MAYNARD F. REECE 

cA BOUT as ncar as a hunter need get 
to a game bird is within range of his 

favorite firearm. But an artist or photog­
rapher mu~t contmually strive to get 
closer and closer, until he can study the 
number of jomts on the bird's toes or just 
how an eyelid closes . 

Naturally binoculars, telescopes, and 
telescop1c lenses are invaluable aids to 
lessen the gap bet ween the competitors. 
but patience, ability to crawl, lie in 
cramped positions, absolute silence, and 
minimum of movement are necessary to 
secure good sketches or photos. The ar­
tist must become mtimate with the birds, 
study their habits, the way they walk, 
swim, fly, and sleep. He finds that each 
is an individual. 

Take, for mstance, the baldpate duck 
sketches. We know that we can recog-

nize and distinguish a human being from 
other animals as far away as we can see 
him, yet there is a vast difference in the 
physical characteristics of each individual. 
The same is true of baldpates. Yes, they 
all look like baldpates, but each individ­
ual bird looks different from the one be­
side him. They can be fat, skinny, sleek, 
oddly proportioned, or fme physical speci­
mens. 

The artlst sits and mentally makes notes 
of each bird as 1t goes about Its normal 
life. It assumes a pose. Is It a character­
istic position or 1s this bird taking a few 
reducmg exerc1ses? A few lines are 
sketched on the sketch pad. Later another 
bird stands in the same position. That 
must be a common pose, so a more com­
plete sketch is made. Dozens of hasty 
sketches are drawn of birds taking that 
same stance. As other birds take similar 
positions, the sketches are checked to find 

flaws in the construction of the drawings. 
From these hasty Impressions and mental 
notes, an action pose is finished. "Taken 
from life", they say. But is it a drawing 
of one b1rd m a particular instantaneous 
pose as in c1 photo? No, it is a composite 
Impression of a posture that baldpates 
commonly assume m their daily life. 

If a drawing were made of all poses. 
some would be grotesque, and the sports­
man would say, "That doesn't look like a 
baldpate." He would be right You can 
quite often see a baldpate take a pose 
s1milar to an old fat sow in the middle of 
a mud hole. 

In short, the artist's job is to learn his 
subJect well enough to put down on paper 
not only the subject's general outline and 
contour, but its emotions and character­
Istics. He must glamorize them, accentu­
ate thetr good pomts and set them in a 
natural atmosphere. 

~-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~· • 
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Omen of Things to 
Come--The Cicada 

Voice of the hot days, summer­
tnne msect, omen of thmgs to 
come-this is the ctcada When 
It ts heard for the fast ttme m 
tLc summer, it mat ks the com­
pletiOn of the middle of the year, 
height of the growmg season, and 
\\hen 1t smgs at mght, says an 
old legend, there wtll be frost 
Within six weeks. The smgmg 
b produced by the male, not wtth 
the mouthparts, but in the body 
('avity which is dtvided mto 
chambers with tlght filmy walls. 
l"i.uscles set up a vtbratton of the 
1 lms whtch 1s earned fmally to 
two shtelds on the outside of the 
body. Then comes the loud, 
f!uctuatmg song whtch may be 
heard almost a mile away. 

The female c1cada IS a voice­
kss creature; she lays her eggs 
in a slit in the bark of a tree­
twig, usually a number of them 
111 a row, and when the young 
hatch they fall to earth and tm­
r. Ldtately burrow mto the 
ground, eventually to a pomt be­
low frost line. There for two 
years m the darkness the white 
grubs suck root )utces and grow 
iat. In the spring of the second 
year the creature, now plump 
and covered with a hard shell, 
climbs up through the ground 
c.~nd out into the sunshine, 
onto a tree-trunk or bush. There 
1~ a cracking along the humped 
back and the shell splits open to 
the head. Instde 1s a pale green­
v:hite insect that with great ef­
fort pushes out of the enclosing 
shell and at last hangs weakly 
on the tree. The ctcada 1s still 
pc:le and soft, but the sunshine 
and warm air rapidly dry it and 
harden the skm to an armor­
plate. The wings move as they 
dt.} out, and when the cteada is 
complete and perfect, it is 1eady 
to fly off and begin to smg. 

Thts is the two-year c1cada, 
v.l,ose overlapping broods pro­
vide for cicadas each year. The 
17 -year cicada appears m great 
numbers each 17 years m the 
north, 13 in the south, though 
overlapping broods also provide 
for other batches at more fre­
quent mtervals.-The Living Mu-
sc•um. 

Marksmanship Guidebook 

Available free of Charge 

• 

The June-Berry 
!Contmued from Page 46) 

ture of small articles, utthzablc: 
for eros10n control, and decora­
t!ve throughout the year.-Bot­
any Department, Iowa State Col­
l<'ge, Ames, Iowa. 
Rtferences C1ted 
Bailey, L H. Encyclopedia of Horticulture, 

Ithaca, New York, 1913 
F-Ernald, M L. and Kinsey, A C. Ed1ble 

wild plants of eastern North America . 
Idle Wild Press. Cornwall-on-Hudson, New 
York, 1943. 

WcAtee, W. L. Fru1ts attract1ve to btrds­
Northeastern States. U S D A Bur B1ol 
Surv. W1ldllfe Research and Management 

Leaflet BS-44. 1936. 

t'MY RIFL~" 
I have recelVed a copy of "My 

R1fle", which 1s the creed of the 
United States Manne Corps. It 
was wntten by Maj. Gen. W il­
ham H Rupertus, U. S. M. C. We 
think you would enJOY it : 

" My Rifle" 
This is my nfle. There arc 

many llkc 1t, butthts one is mme. 
My rifle is my best friend. It is 
rr1y life. I must master it as I 
must master my life. My rifle, 
without me, 1s useless. W ithout 
my rifle I am useless. I must 
fire my nile true. I must shoot 
straighter than my enemy who Is 
trymg to kill me. I must shoot 
him before he shoots me. I Will 
. . . My nfle and myself kno\\< 
what counts in this war is not the 
rounds we fire, the n oise of our 
l.:urst, nor the smoke we make. 
V\ e know that it is the hits that 
count. We will hit ... My rifle 
is human, even as I , because it 1s 
my life. Thus, I w1ll learn it as 
a brother. I will learn its weak­
nesses, its strength, its parts, its 
accessories, its sights, and its bar­
rel. I will ever guard it against 

I recently received a copy of the ravages of weather and dam­
"The Guidebook to Rifle Marks- age as I will ever guard my legs, 
manship" from 0. F. Mossberg my arms, my eyes, and my heart 
and Sons, Inc., 131 St. John against damage. I will keep my 
Sheet, New Haven, Conn. This rifle clean and ready. We will 
book has been used extensively tecome a part of each other. We 
by rifle clubs, guard units and will . . . . Before God I swear 
by various branches of the armed this creed. My rifle and myself 
forces in their training, and it Clre the defenders of my country 
has been appraised as being the Wrc are the masters of our enemy. 
best ever published. They will We are the saviors of my life. So 
b~ happy to supply these books be it until victory is America's 
free of charge where they can be and there is no enemy, but peace' 
usC'd to advantage Frank Pow-,-Frank Powers, Cedar Rapid:; 
C'l ::;, Cedar Rapids Gazette. Gazette. 

The beautiful June 
berry is commonly 
found along the bluffs 
of Ledges State Par' 
overlook•rg the Des 
Mo.r·es R1ver 

Photo by 
Ada Hayden 

The Sport of Fishing 

Enjoyed by the Ancients 

Webster Doesn't Know 
All the Answers 

New York Ttmes: Webster 
aptly defines fishing as "to at­
tempt to catch" and "to seek to 
obtam by artifice". But Web­
ster does not go mto the intangl­
b~es, and the true fisherman 1s 
c0ncerned \\ ith more than fry 
mg pan evidc.nce There are those 
v..ho forthrightly say that a man 
goes fishing for the same reason 
he plays golf, that ts, to get awav 
f! om the work which supports 
h:s family. 

Men from eight to 80 enJOY 
f1~hmg One can't logically claun 
~hat 1t IS the spmt of spring, for 
there 1s a group that chops holP.> 
through the ice in midwmter and 

When the men and boys go out seeks to obtain by artifice the 
w1th fish-lines and hooks to demzens of pond and lake. Ftsh­
gather m the wary denizens of ing is more than a seasonal urge; 
deep lakes and shallow brooks, tt has Httlc to do wtth age; it IS 
they can reflect that ftshmg is highly self-centered and intro­
p~?rhaps the most anciCnt sport in vert in character. 
the world. There's the deep peace an d sal -

Izaak Walton, the Englishman isfaction of getting out-of-doors. 
who about 300 years ago wrote a It's good to feel the raw wind or 
\'Cl y famous book on fishing the warm sun. It's good to be 
called "The Complete Angler", m old clothes and to \\rear a hat 
refers to the belief of some that that has been a boon companion 
the art of fishing \\as originated for years. It's good for a man 
"by Bel, who was a god of the to smell the earth and water and 
Babylonians in the days before lift h1s eyes to stretching f1elds 
r<:corded history. Some had the and wooded hills. 
idea that Seth, one of the sons of Naturally, anything as impor­
Adam of the Bible, taught ftshing tant as fishing is divided in to 
to his sons. Mr. Walton says in camps of opmion. There are 
th1s book that a person who those who recoil in horror from 
would be a good fisherman should u~mg an eaithworm and a willow 
have an inquirmg, searching, and pole. Some stand adamant for 
observmg wit. wet fhes and some believe the 

piscatorial bill of rights means a 
The searching, mquirmg, and dry fly. There are men who de-

observant mind seems character- light in scramblmg along a 
1stic of a good fisherman. He blook's edge; some prefer to 
watches the ways of fish. He wade in shallow, swift water 
studies the kind of water they Others get a rowboat from which 
like best, the conditions of weath- u1ey cast plugs among the lily 
C!', clouds, sunshine, and food pads and water grasses. One 
supply that induce them to bite group beheves m trolling slowly 
or refram from bttlng. and comfortably. 

The habits of fish are some-· Th1s is the way it should be. 
thmg of a mystery. The begm- Fishing is too 1mportant for any 
ncr is often unable to see why governmental bureau to regiment 
sometimes they b1te and some- unduly methods, equipment an d 
times they do not. The cxperi- philosophies. Within a broad 
enced fisherman discovers the reasonable framework of refer· 
kind of bait that is attractive to cnce, fishermen should have t he 
them, and how that bait should privilege of regardin g highly 
be handled. He has observed the their own ideas and scoffing 
ways of fish hundreds of times, heartily at others.--Spirit Lake 
and has reached some conclusions Beacon . 
~·s to why they do thus and so, -------
and how they can be induced to One Scent: Reward 
take the bait. Trapper P arsons of West Vir-

Many famous men have been ginia hasn't soured on wildlife, 
noted fishermen. They found that which proves he has a real sense 
gC'tling out along the brooks and of humor. Parsons found a sm all 
lakes and on the sea in pursuit of broad stripe skunk in on e of h is 
tl:ese finny creatures took their traps. H e didn't want to kill it, 
minds away from their heavy so he released the spring and let 
problems. While they struggled the animal ou t. 
to outwit these wily creatures, "Then," said Parsons, "he 
their minds clarified on the great walked off about six feet, stopped, 
issues they had to meet. They looked over lus shoulder and let 
returned to their mighty labors me have it, a regular barrage, an d 
better able to meet their prob- went rambling off through the 
kms. It has proved so to count- pin-=s with a satisfied a ppearance. 
kss numbers who follow the At any rate," chuckled P arsons, 
fishy traiL-Maquoketa Commu- "he gave me a scent for my trou-
n ity Press. ble." 
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