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Meeting to discuss Green Valley and Thayer Lake
water quality improvement plans
MEDIA CONTACT: Jeff Berckes at 515-725-8391 or jeff.berckes@dnr.iowa.gov. 

CRESTON – Iowans interested in the results of DNR studies to improve water quality in
Green Valley and Thayer lakes in Union County can attend a meeting Nov. 8. Citizens are
encouraged to bring their questions and ideas to improve the lakes to the meeting for
discussion.

Green Valley Lake is on the state’s list of impaired waters for high levels of algae, low levels
of dissolved oxygen, and low water clarity. Thayer Lake is on the impaired waters list for high
levels of algae and low water clarity. The studies, or DNR water quality improvement plans,
show how these problems are caused by too much phosphorus in the lakes. The problems
impact recreation on the lakes and aquatic life.

The plans explore the amounts and sources of phosphorus entering the lakes and offer
potential solutions to reduce those levels and work toward fixing the problems. The
documents are designed as a guide for local resource agencies, partners, stakeholders and
residents to improve the lakes. Staff from the DNR’s Watershed Improvement Program will be
on hand to deliver a presentation and answer questions.

The Nov. 8 meeting will be held from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the Southwestern Community College,
1201 W. Townline St. in Creston in Room 124 of the Performing Arts Center. Those not able
to attend the public meeting can receive more information
at www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/Watershed-Improvement/Water-
Improvement-Plans and can submit comments on the plans by Nov. 27 via:

E-mail: jeff.berckes@dnr.iowa.gov

Mail:  Jeff Berckes, care of Iowa DNR, Wallace State Office Building, 502 E. Ninth St. Des
Moines, Iowa 50319

After gathering Iowans’ comments, the DNR will forward the final plans, also called by its
technical name of Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL), to the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency for approval. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/IACIO/bulletins/1c039e9#link_1509034843521
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/IACIO/bulletins/1c039e9#link_1509034767862
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/IACIO/bulletins/jeff.berckes@dnr.iowa.gov
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/Watershed-Improvement/Water-Improvement-Plans?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/IACIO/bulletins/jeff.berckes@dnr.iowa.gov


DNR enforcement actions
MEDIA CONTACT: Ed Tormey, DNR, at 515-725-8373 or Ed.Tormey@dnr.iowa.gov. 

DES MOINES – DNR staff work with individuals, businesses and communities to help them
protect our natural resources by complying with state and federal laws. This approach is very
effective. In the few cases where compliance cannot be achieved, the DNR issues
enforcement actions. The following list summarizes recent enforcement actions. Find the
entire, original orders on DNR’s website
at www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/AboutDNR/EnforcementActions.aspx. 

Consent Orders
 A consent order is issued as an alternative to issuing an administrative order. A consent order

indicates that the DNR has voluntarily entered into a legally enforceable agreement with the
other party. 

Keokuk County
 W.C. Gretter and Sons, Inc

 Pay $5,000 penalty to resolve open burning and asbestos violations which occurred as a
result of the demolition, burning and disposal of four buildings

Johnson County
 Cedar Ridge Vineyard, LLC

 Cease unauthorized discharges of wastewater; submit plan for permanent proper disposal of
non-domestic wastewater and, in the interim, haul wastewater to a permitted WWTP; and pay
$4,700 penalty. Order also rescinds Administrative Order No. 2015-WW-09.

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/IACIO/bulletins/Ed.Tormey@dnr.iowa.gov
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/IACIO/bulletins/www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/AboutDNR/EnforcementActions.aspx

