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Traci Kay Schank, Indiana Unive
What We Are

Using education to fight oppres
Choosing questions and sessior
Showing individuals their poss
Helping them see all they can b
Fighting the bullies and breakir
Empowering the vulnerable, he
We are social workers; it’s mor



y South Bend

old them up high,
her and die.

7ill I walk away,
‘this day.

ry and have gone astray.

by your side.
p you find hope again.
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FIRST PLACE WINNER
Anna Forbes, Bryn Mawr Colleg
Leaving Today

With broom and dustpan in th
She’s sweeping up the china fr
Her mouth a bruise, she move:
And, praying he’s asleep, she n
Still scared but, this time, stro:
“That shelter lady said to come
Suitcase in hand, she softly loc

SECOND PLACE WINNE
Sara Staggs, University of Hous
Tuesday at 3

My breath
is stolen from my chest

hearing her story of pillaged ct
wishing I could go back
whisk her from her past. Inste:

[ hold her pain and remind her
to breathe



1versity, St. Louis

dles against the wicked wind
> sweater shields her from the

ight in her tired eyes

ected designer frock

ed for this lonely alley

ted on the woolen weave
 always meant to shelter her

niversity

mares
Tom the light
ns to crack

bove a hand extends
1S

1in

Julia Knipe-Mills, Indiana Unive;
The Social Worker

Where you are may hurt, but m
You feel a terrible known is bet
And so you stay.

But what if someone offered yo
challenge to take the risk of mo
"It will not help" you say, "l am
She listens, and asks you "What
and cares.

Her nearness says "Let's journe
course".

And so, having faith and hope i

Julie A. Sims, Indiana University

You = Me

My mission is to help you.

Will you let me?

My desire is to show you a free
Will you trust me?

My goal is to empower you to c
Will you allow me?

Will you help me, help you?



-Purdue University

e.
n and suffering.
yower and learn.
and happiness of others.

iversity
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story

1d Ended in glory

1 to Pieces, only to come to

S

rour baby Steps that led to that

- inner Flame that truly
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Nicole Neverman, The Universit

Read Between the Lines

When you live someplace wher
it screws with your mind.

Each person silently screams p
Prove that you'll stay.

Where I don’t need you mean:
You don’t own me means give
F* off means you won'’t be here
will.

We need to read between the Ii

Katie Niehoff, Washington Unive

The Senses of Dementia

You have given me more than I
As I enter your home, I am eage
You may not recall my name, b
Our conversations may not mal
you.

When you are experiencing fru:
disease, I feel you.

Being with you, makes MY day.

You have given me more.



/s; the lingering despair -
ople matter and that lives shall

o wrestle in turmoil and in

ind often displaces blame
s of faith, character

urpose; to be loved and to be-

1 guiding change to right a

oment SO many years ago
owing

al worker

2ssion

do

Mollie Lazar Charter, University

Social Workers Ignite

We dive in tear filled eyes sear
We wade through tragedies thc
labor through oppressions that
we do not stop until we find th:
that shimmering strength.
Then, we are kindling clinging 1
clients and communities to exp
to breathe in oxygen to exhale |
determination.

We help them to ignite.

Kelli May Wilson, Chadron Stat:

The Drive, the Desire, the De

It’s a click in your brain or a lif
It’s the desire to help others w
For some it’s always known, fo
It’s an instinct to comfort whet
Integrity is grace and compass
When others ask why, say it is
Social workers perform what i
but the decision to be one com



is-Urbana/Champaign

velop a magical power to cure

ears of abuse and poverty and

ories and trauma and

ling fairy dust just doesn’t

or sprinkled in my license like

e; just me, am [ hearing you

It; maybe some glitter or a

soil

)
D,

t
dge

Ly
urney
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Angela Roberts, The University
Goodbye

You watched me grow to waist
shoes to tie.

You left without a goodbye. Ma
die.

Money in mom's hand, [ was ta
money buy?

Dirty and forever changed, hidc
would deny.

You left without goodbye. May
die.

She cleaned me with gleams of
cry.

You left without a goodbye. Ma
die.

Kristene Brown, Pittsburg State
Applying for Food Stamps

The mother opens her empty h
elegant arch of a bird’s slim wir
but still. Not the stillness of bak
sleep, more like hummingbird |
sweet, fluttering with invisible

still-life of beak, head, wing—tl
born not of greed but necessity



na University East

o they say that with pride or
u claim justice is blind and
the mentally ill, chronically
rt poor

e horror

their eyes
denied

dness

arge
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Melody Anderson, University of

Counselor, Mediator, Mentor, E
Helper, Tutor, Collaborator, Ad
Guider, Supporter, Advisor and
Defender, Cheerleader, Designe
Giver of Empathy, Compassion,
Patience and Kindness for thos
Social work. Wow! What an Awv

America Obregon, The Universit

To others: violent and dangero
To me: compassionate and tho
To others: a woman lost with t
To me: a woman lost in the sys
To others: a client

To me: a mother

A mission to eliminate misconc
wish to be friends, not only clie



FGeorgia

th

in this collage of spring.
vater again and a spider

> buildings above are

maculate scene.

Iowa

little ones weep.

1 runs deep.

ve and care

en to bear.

as the stories unfold.
er heart I hold.

ith each account retold.
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Colin Ryan, The University of o
A Message to New Social Wor

There is a fire that burns for all
Like moths to a light, or seeker:
draws us closer,

It will not always radiate asa b
It will flicker in the chill winds
It will seem like darkness has e
world to nothing,

Hold fast and scan the landscar
embers,

Lighting silhouettes of fellow tr
not alone.

Jill Schreiber, University of Illinc
Social Work Dissertation

Alone.

Reading.

Coding.

Revising.

Yearning.

I am in social work
because I am social.
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as at Austin
er
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ng her gifts,

ed, the poor and the rich.

path...
1g back.
social work track.
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Richard Kenney, University of Te
High Plains Aims

In the high plains of Nebraska,

students ride hard for people i
They learn about values, advoc
how to help others map future:
With careful aim at social injus
they know the range of integrit
to be the gauge of social work.

Heather Lujano, The University

today I see my fate before me
with a clasped hand as I reach
may peace be our focus throug]
eternity ensnared inside the cr:
our crystallized breath as proo:
can still make a change

and hope lives



nois-Urban/Champaign

11 planned, voices raised for

A )

thed and in health. Thriving!
earn with alert interest.
deep, dream and exhale.
ervice. Guided by

ust. Lending hope. Giving

"ength and change.

of lowa

1is flesh

containment.

the gilded halls of power.
red,

ard.

the fragile dream that still we
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Jon Pyon, Cal Poly San Luis Obis

The clients are what make soci
The clients are in need of ment
The clients are in need of emot
The clients might lash out and
The clients may or may not get
But no matter what the client r
The social worker is always wi

Tammie Knick, Minnesota State

We Are Social Workers

We are social workers, action t
policy makers.

We are social justice pursuers,
vulnerability protectors, barrie
We are good listeners, task org
promoters, empathizers.

We are thought provokers, con
cultural responders, story sum
We are informed consent discl
Code of Ethics followers, risk t:
We are global explorers, soul s
we are social workers.



nesota
 of an epiphany for Iowa City

1ld don a Santa suit and prance

1e Decembers to come he

Ind of belly and had a smile

y of the season profound, we

hosted his own Christmas

santa, “The man who would be

niversity

pair
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Susan Razzano, Rutgers Univers

Medical Social Work Promise

Since 1905, in those hospital w
we have served

hearing your dreams and conct
sharing the bitter and the swee
part of the team, advocates
helping your whole self

to heal.

Nicola Rose Vogel, Indiana Univ

The Station

They sit in the chair before me
to the hardship, the pain and st
courage to share,

[ tell them that they have been
rest a while.

My job is to supply the vision t}
heart,

to give them the tools and map
way

to a life of fulfillment and happi
and to help them on their way..



sion,
g one mission:
", seX, and color, disability and

Inimagined,
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sity-Indianapolis

w my place.

o stand with fellow villagers as

of staggers and falls,
onger; giving energy to

n, creativity and a focus on

side others; methodically

define; but it’s a place in the

18

Greg Nooney, Loyola University
Old White Men in Diner

Red noses and fat bellies,
Surgeries and high blood press
Clustered together, birds of a fe

Johnny now on oxygen.
Fred's grandson married Ben.
Ted has to have his hip done.

"More coffee, hon?"

Emily S. Logan, Grand Valley Sta
Ghetto

Her referral said she was “ghett
Did they know she was i
otherwise disadvantage:
Or was it known by the t
elongated decorated nail
Her speech, her brown b
Or her defenses against
That with kindness, resp
She might reveal her pai



Vlissouri-Columbia
>d Memories

sity to enter another world,
1.

confronting a hidden but

) see.

ge abounding, quiet.

ul memories;

rerwhelmed. Another day?

rsity
S
, parks and daycare centers.

1ily reunions, bowling alleys.

sou don't hire my kind.
hildren, nieces or nephews.
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Kelsie Kennedy, Indiana Univers
Subleties

Can you see the hidden pain be
And would I buy the lies that m
Would you notice hints that I ct
To let you know the depths tha
eyes?

Will you find the puzzle piece t
Revealing every inch of me I've
age?

And if I seek to be free of this d
to bury the stark truth of “then

Lindsey Ford, Indiana Universit)
Ready, Set, Change

[ may not be perfect, but I'm ce
I'm a work in progress but...
Service, importance of human 1
worth of a person, competent, :
the standards I live by

Even when I encounter ethical
“Every child is an individual, ane
God has allowed me the opport
families overcome their challer



