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Graduate College Hosts
2004 SROP Conference
Over 500 talented undergraduates from
14 campuses across the United States
gathered at The University of Iowa for
the 18th Annual 2004 CIC Summer
Research Opportunities Program
(SROP) Conference.
The conference was hosted by the
Graduate College and the Committee
for Institutional Collaboration (CIC).
CIC is a consortium of Big Ten
universities plus The University of
Chicago. The privilege of hosting this
key conference rotates among the CIC
institutions each year. Post-conference
feedback indicates that this year’s
conference was a tremendous success!

Over 500 promising undergraduate
students from around the country
participated in the 2004 CIC SROP
Conference to learn about graduate
research opportunities.

GRADUATE COLLEGE FUNDS STUDENTS
Travel Funds
•164 graduate students received travel funds
($150-225 per student)
•Total awards in 2003-2004: $30,000

Social Science Dissertation
Fellowship
•10 graduate students each received $18,000,
plus tuition/fees.
•Total awards in 2003-2004: over $180,000.
You can support Graduate College programs
like these by making a gift online at
www.givetoiowa.org/graduate .
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Benefits of SROP
SROP is designed to attract star
students, promote diversity, and
prepare future researchers. This year’s
conference met and surpassed our
expectations for each of these goals.
During their time on our campus,
SROP scholars engaged in valuable
academic and professional training,
including a series of workshops on
preparing for graduate education,
forums in which undergraduates
presented their research, and
opportunities for networking and
exploring the University of Iowa
community.

Graduate College and UI
faculty partnership
Many attendees were impressed with
the level of University of Iowa faculty
participation. Top UI graduate faculty
presented workshops on mentoring and

professional development for visiting
faculty and graduate mentors—a first
for the SROP conference. Our faculty’s
commitment to assisting SROP serves
as an inspiring model for mentorship
and enhances the high standards for
graduate education at Iowa. Their
efforts helped the Graduate College
set a new standard for future SROP
conferences.
The benefits of this professional
conference are far-reaching for the
visiting scholars, for our own scholars
at Iowa, and for the Iowa City area. The
conference was a positive reflection on
the entire UI community.

Thanks to 2004 SROP
Conference volunteers
This year’s conference theme was
The Breadth of Mentorship—Scholarly
Engagement, Professional Development,
and Personal Enrichment. Over
200 UI faculty, graduate students,
and staff volunteered their time
and expertise to mentor students,
make presentations, facilitate
panel discussions, serve on
planning committees, and provide
assistance. They made an impressive
contribution to the conference, and
their presence had a positive impact
on each SROP scholar.
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Sponsors Contribute Nearly $30,000
to 2004 SROP Conference
We thank these sponsors for supporting graduate education at The University
of Iowa. Their generosity toward the Summer Research Opportunity Program
Conference helps the Graduate College augment its efforts to increase diversity
and improve access for all students to pursue graduate study and research careers,
especially in disciplines where representation lags.

DEAN’S LIST (OVER $1,000)
Procter & Gamble / CIC • Opportunity at Iowa • UI Publications •
Goodfellow Printing

FRIEND

OF

GRADUATE EDUCATION ($500-$1,000)

Big Ten Rental • UI Alumni Association

SROP SUPPORTER ($75-$499)
HyVee • University of Iowa Community Credit Union • South Slope •
Bio-Research Products, Inc. • U.S. Cellular • Hawkeye Food Services •
Iowa Book and Supply
Additional donations from:
Atlas World Grill • Brown Bottle • Bruegger’s Bagels • Cub Foods • Fareway •
Frohwein Office Supply • General Mills • Lenoch and Cilek Ace Hardware •
One Twenty Six • Pita Pit
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This past spring, the Graduate College hosted the first annual Symposium on the
Future of Graduate Education. Over 120 UI graduate faculty participated.
Guest speakers Eva Pell, vice president for research and dean of the Graduate
School at Penn State University and Debra W. Stewart, president of the Council
for Graduate Schools, presented their perspectives on the state of graduate
education nationwide.
The Symposium brought forth key issues, generating fruitful discussions on
topics such as measuring the success of graduate education, enrollment in UI and
other graduate programs across the country, and degree completion.

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Cinema and
Comparative Literature and International
Studies; Associate Dean

Interdisciplinary Innovations:
Groundbreaking Research on Cleft Palate
Funding for Graduate College
Interdisciplinary Programs helps support
internationally important work such as
genetic studies of cleft lip and palate. UI
geneticist and mentor Jeffrey C. Murray
worked with several graduate students on
this study. From left: Lina Moreno, Dows
Institute for Dental Research; Min Shi,
biological sciences; Theresa Zucchero,
interdisciplinary program in genetics; and
Rebecca Schultz, Medical Scientist Training
Program. Their study uncovered a genetic
link that helps scientists better understand the causes of cleft lip and palate. The
findings were published Aug. 19, 2004 in the New England Journal of Medicine.
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Letter from the Dean

John C. Keller, Dean and Associate Provost
for Graduate Education

A

cademic year 2004-2005 will bring positive changes for
the Graduate College, with an emphasis on continuing
excellence in graduate education at The University of Iowa.
The year began with the success of the 2004 CIC SROP
Conference in July. Over 500 prospective graduate students
from across the nation participated, and we are proud that
over 200 of our own UI faculty, staff, and graduate students volunteered to assist
SROP. Their commitment serves as an inspiring model for mentorship and
enhances the high standards for graduate education at The University of Iowa.
As we continue the year, the Graduate College will work toward important goals,
including:
•
•
•
•

Increasing student financial support
Enhancing interdisciplinary programs
Strengthening diversity recruiting
Expanding programming for post-doc scholars

Assistance for our graduate scholars continues to be our focus. A positive report
from the first-ever external review of the college commends the Graduate College
staff for offering exemplary, accessible service to students, who come to us seeking
a wide range of services and information.
In the coming months, we will continue to act on recommendations from the
external review. An ongoing analysis of our fellowship programs helps ensure that
funds are allocated to best serve our graduate scholars. In response to students’
needs, the Graduate College funded two new fellowships this spring and summer,
awarding 10 Social Science Dissertation Fellowships and 35 Summer Fellowships.
Through collaboration with COGS, the graduate assistant union, the Graduate
College works to enhance student financial support. We look to this year’s
negotiations to produce yet one more step toward full tuition scholarships for our
graduate students.
Through these and many other initiatives, the Graduate College staff works
toward continued excellence in graduate education at The University of Iowa.

Graduate Teaching Certificate Program
The Graduate College Teaching Certificate program has been approved by the
Graduate Council and the provost. An advisory committee, comprised of Graduate
College faculty from various disciplines, is developing plans for campuswide
implementation.
The Graduate College Teaching Certificate is a 12-semester-hour program of
graduate-level course work on teaching. Students develop a portfolio consisting of
sample syllabi, statements of teaching philosophy, samples of assignments and
student work, and reflective essays on critical issues in higher education teaching.
The Graduate College plans to fund up to 20 tuition scholarships of $1,000
each per semester. Please consider supporting the Graduate College Teaching
Certificate program with a gift to the Graduate College this year. It is the latest
addition to a suite of services that make the Iowa graduate experience uniquely
rewarding. (Visit www.givetoiowa.org/graduate to give online.)
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THANKS FOR SUMMER
FELLOWSHIPS
“My goal was to research
and write an entire chapter of
my dissertation...The Summer
Fellowship gave me the time to go
back to the proverbial drawing board
and conduct research that would
otherwise have been impossible
while working a part-time or fulltime job. Without the opportunity
to regroup, I would have been left
with a half-finished draft of subpar quality at the summer’s end.
Instead, the chapter is back on track
to become the essay I use for job
talks when I go on the market this
fall.”
Summer Fellowship recipient
Michael Germana, PhD candidate in
English.
“With the help of the fellowship
this summer, I was able to make
significant progress on my project…
I am clearly closer to graduation
than I would have been without the
fellowship. I am very thankful I was
given this opportunity.”
Summer Fellowship recipient
Ray Fagenbaum, PhD candidate in
Exercise Science.
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LIST OF NEW
FUNDING INITIATIVES

GR ADUATE College

FUND

• Graduate Teaching
Certificate

HERE’S MY CHECK OR CREDIT CARD AUTHORIZATION FOR A GIFT TO

• Social Science
Dissertation
Fellowships

 Other _________________________________________________

Please make your check payable to The University of
Iowa Foundation. Please mark changes to your title
(Mr., Mrs., Ms., no title, other), name, or address and
return this form.

YES, I WANT TO SUPPORT GRADUATE COLLEGE PROGRAMS

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION

Name

Credit card number

• Graduate College
Summer
Fellowships
• Travel funds for
students
ONGOING FUNDING
PROJECTS
• Direct Funding for
graduate students
• Fellowships
• Dissertation
Fellowships
• Travel grants

• Interdisciplinary
programs
• Cosponsored
interdisciplinary
conferences

 The Graduate College General Fund (30-250-000) 2004 GCNB

Address

 MasterCard

 VISA

 Discover

 American Express

City, State, Zip

Expiration date (mm/yy)
Social Security number (optional/confidential)
Signature
I WANT TO SHARE RECOGNITION FOR MY GIFT WITH MY:

Spouse

Print preferred title and name

Domestic partner*

Print preferred title and name

Spouse’s/domestic partner’s Social Security number (optional/confidential)
*For this purpose, domestic partner is your spousal equivalent rather
than a sibling, parent, child, etc.

PLEASE CLIP OUT THIS FORM AND MAIL YOUR
CONTRIBUTION TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS

Graduate College Fund
The University of Iowa Foundation
Levitt Center for University Advancement
PO Box 4550
Iowa City, Iowa 52244-4550
319-335-3305 / 800-648-6973
Email: uiowa-foundation@uiowa.edu

MAKE A GIFT ONLINE TODAY! www.givetoiowa.org/graduate

