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Status of the lowa Workforce and

Economy
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Microsoft announced in April that it will
build a new $1.126 billion data center in
West Des Moines. This will bring the
company’s total investment in lowa to
nearly $2 billion.

e Continued claims under the regular
state Unemployment Insurance (Ul)
program averaged 34,387 per week
over the first four months of 2014.
This is about ten percent below the
average for the same period of
2013.
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e The housing market has slowed

because first-time homebuyers are
remaining on the sidelines. They
generally account for 40 percent of
home sales.

During the second half of 2014,
expect stronger gains from
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Source: Labor Market and Workforce Information Division, lowa Workforce Development (Reference Month: April 2014)
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