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Is it time to trim your horse’s hooves?
by Dale Miller, Marion County Extension Education Director

You may have heard theold saying, “No hoof,
no horse!”

Thereisalot of truthinthosewords. Most
horses should havetheir hoovestrimmed every -

six to eight weeks depending on growth. If you do not show your horse
or useit for work, you can usualy trim or shoeevery eight to 10 weeks.
However, any correctivetrimming and lameness problems should be
handled promptly and areapriority if you want aheathy horse.

A trained person who can trim hooves and correctly shoeahorseis
called afarrier. Whenyou need aqualified farrier, agood source of
informationisthe American Farrier’'sAssociaion (AFA). The
association’sgoa istolink horse ownersto competent, reliablefarriers.

You can contact the AFA at (859) 233-7411 or at
www.americanfarriers.org. The AFA'scertification programwas
developed to set astandard for proper trimming and shoeing. The
program testsfor anatomy and physi ology comprehens on and hands-on
competency. Present levelsof examinationareIntern Classification,
Certified Farrier, and Certified Journeyman Farrier. Currently, thereare
approximately 25 AFA member farriersin lowa. Theassociation also has
educationd articlesabout hoof careonitsWeb site.

Good hoof care and hoof health isimportant year round. Don’t make
mattersworsefor your horse by waitingtoolongto call your farrier.
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Obtaining necessary zoning permits facilitates construction

or changes in land, building use
By Dave Andrews, Story County Extension Education Director

“I thought | didn’t need a
congtruction permitif I livedinthe
country” isacommon statement
heardin county planningand
zoningoffices. Actualy, azoning
permit isoften required for non-
agricultura congtructionor
changeinland or building use.
Even adding aportablestructure
may requireapermit, and
setbacksfrom property lines.
Permit requirementsmay vary
from county to county, so check
withyour loca county planning
and zoning office.

The person applying for thezoning
permit must bethe property
owner, the contract buyer of
record, or someone acting asthe
property owner’sagent
(approved by the property owner
inwriting). Atthetimeitis
submitted, thezoning permit
gpplicationmustincludeal
pertinent informationfor the
proposed construction, along with

asiteplanandtherequired fee.
Thesiteplanshouldincludethe
perimetersof the property, existing
buildings, and thelocation of the
proposed structureand its
distancefrom each property line.
Itisaso helpful toincludethe
property owner’s name, address,
and parcd identification.

Oncetheapplication and site plan
aresubmitted, they arereviewed
to be surethe proposed construc-
tion conformsto the county zoning
ordinance. Thismeansthe
setback from property linesis
adequate, the useisappropriate
for thezoning digtrict, and the
proposed structureisnot located
inafloodway. While construction
can’t occur inafloodway, itis
possibleinfloodplainareasif
floodplain requirementsare met.

If the applicant can meet the
criteriafor aFarm Exemption
Certificate, the zoning permitisnot
required; check with your county

planning and zoning office,

If the proposed project meetsthe
ordinancerequirements, a
preliminary devel opment permit
will beissued. Thepermitalows
construction to begin but not to
progresspast thefoundation
locationinspection. Thisisdone
when thefootingsareformed but
prior to pouring concrete. Fines
will beincurred if the applicant
doesnot obtain thisinspection.
For polebuildings, theinspection
isdone oncethepost holesare
dug but prior to the structure being
erected. Afterinspectionis
completed, thefina zoning permit
isissued.

You can find aphone number and
addressfor your county planning
and zoning department inthewhite
pages of your phone book inthe
community wherethe courthouse
islocated.

=2 Site

< Conditions:
Selectingatree
that will thrive
inthesteisthekey tolong-term
treesurviva. Siteconditions
includesoil conditions, exposure
(sunandwind), human activity,
surfaceand internal soil drainage,
gpace condtraints, and hardiness
zone.

Soil Conditions: Theamount and
quality of soil onyour sitecanlimit
planting success. On many
building sites, thetopsoil is
frequently shallow and/or
compacted. Theseconditions
causetreesto be under stress.

You canlocate your property ona
map inthe Soil Survey for your
county. Thesurvey contains

Tree selection: The right tree in the right place (continued)
By Eldon Everhart, ISU Extension Horticulturist

descriptionsof thetype of soil on
your site. Soil Surveysare
availableat your locd library,
county |SU Extension office, and
the USDA NRCSoffice. Local

I SU Extension officesand many
garden centerswill (for aminor
charge) conduct asoil test of your
soil. Samplesaretestedfor
fertility and pH (akalinity or

continued on next page
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acidity). Testswill bereturned
with recommendationsonwaysto
improve poor soil conditionswith
fertilizersor soil amendments
(sand, peat moss, compost, or
manure).

Exposure Theamount of sunlight
availablewill affect tree selection.
Most woody plantsrequirefull
sunlight for proper growth and
flowering. Somedowell inlight
shade, but few tree species
performwell in dense shade.
Exposuretowindisasoa
consideration. Special
maintenance such asstaking or
morefrequent watering may be
needed to establish young treeson
windy Sites.

Human Activity: Peopleaccount
for thetop fivereasonsfor tree
death. Soil compaction, under
watering, over watering,
vandalism, and the number one
cause, plantingthewrongtree,
accountsfor moretreedeathsthan
all insect and disease-related tree
deaths combined.

Drainage: Treerootsrequire
oxygento develop andthrive.
Poor drainage and/or compacted
soil can prevent oxygenfrom

gettingtotheroots. Thiscan
injureor kill thetree. Before
planting, dig sometest holes6to
12 incheswideand 12 inches
deepintheareaswhereyou are
consdering planting trees. Fill the
holeswith water and time how
long it takesthewater todrain
away. If ittakesmorethan six
hours, youmay haveadrainage
problem. If thisistrue, ask your
local garden center, nursery, or
ISU Extension officefor
recommendationson how to
correct the problem or choose a
differentSte.

Space Constraints: Factorsthat
limit the spaceavailabletothetree
include overhead or underground
utilities, pavement, buildings, other
trees, and visbility. Makesure
thereisadequateroomfor thetree
you select to grow to maturity,
both above and below ground.

Har diness: Treesyou select must
havetheability tosurviveinthe
extremetemperaturesinyour area
of thestate. Most treereference
booksand publicationsincludethe
USDA plant hardinesszone map.
Check with your local garden
center or 1SU Extension officefor
the hardinessinformationfor your
part of the state. Beforeyou

makeyour final decison, make
suretheplant you have selected is
“hardy” inyour area.

Pest Problems: Every treehas
itsparticular pest problemsand
theseverity variesgeographicaly.
These may or may not belife
threatening to the plant. Select
treesthat tolerate pest problemsin
your area. Your loca nursery,
garden center, or ISU Extension
officecandirect youtoinforma-
tionrelevant to problemtree

Species.

Species Selection: Persond
preferencesplay amgjor rolein
the selection process. Makesure
you usetheinformationyou have
gathered about your site
conditions, and balancethemwith
the aesthetic decisonsyou make
related to your personal
preferences.

If youarehavingdifficulty
answering any of thesequestions
onyour own, contact your local
garden center, nursery, or county
|SU Extension officefor
assistance. Itisbetter to get them
involved early and maketheright
decision, toavoid havingto call
them later and find out that you
madethewrong decision.

Tips for spring and summer bird feeding
by Ann Burns, Jackson County Conservation Naturalist

Bright cardinals, busy chickadees,
and upside-down nuthatchesare
thedelight of winter bird feeding.
Haveyou thought about extending
that enjoyment into thewarmer
months?

Expandingthemenu selectionin
spring and summer will add the
colorsand songsof Batimore
orioles, hummingbirds, and
catbirdstoyour yard. Oriolesuse
nectar feeders, asdo
ruby-throated hummingbirds.

Oriolesneed alarger perchto
stand on because they do not
hover likethe diminutive hummers.

You can purchase hummingbird
mixesat many discount and
continued on next page
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speciaty yard stores. You aso
can make economical nectar
yourself. Add one part cane sugar
tofour partsboiling water. Let the
mix cool beforefilling thefeeders.
Redfood coloring isunnecessary
because most bird feedershave
red feeding tubesor holes. Do not
usehoney; it spoilseadly.

Oriolesasowill feed on orange
halvesand grapejelly. Cut the
orangesin haf, andthen pierce
themonlong nailsdriventhrough
apiece of wood. Hang or place
thewooden platformwhereyou
can seethe birdsfrom awindow.

Oriolesalsowill eat grapejely. A
co-worker, whoisadedicated
bird feeder, found that oriolesare
attracted to the bright oranges
first, but switchtothegrapejelly
assoonasthey findit. Histips
for feeding grapejelly include
transferringthejdly intoalarge
sgueeze bottle soyouwon't have

towash aspoon every timeyou
useit. Hisjelly feeder consistsof a
pieceof clear Plexiglas® witha
holecutinthemiddie. A

purchased dishwithaflaredrim
sitsinthecenter hole. Four small
holeson the edges of the
Plexiglas® areused to hang the
feeder withwirefromaclothedine
poleor treebranch.

Grapejdly and orangehalvesaso
will attract catbirds, red-bellied
woodpeckers, robins, house
finches, and other birds. A few less
welcome guests such asbees,
wasps, and antsmay show up,
too. Avoid placing sweet feeders
near doorsor sidewalksthat you
regularly passasyou useyour
yard. If beesor waspsbecomea
major problem, hang abottle hal f
filled with sugar water away from
your feeders. A small holecutin
the bottle letsthe wasps and bees
in, but they don’t easily find their
way out. Commercia deterrents
areavailablefor ants.

Spring and summer feeding
requiresmorediligencein keeping
feedersclean. Sugar water
solutionswill spoil withintwo or
threedays. Only fill nectar feeders
withwhat thebirdswill consume
inthat timeframe.

Regularly cleanyour nectar, jely,
and orange feedersby soaking
theminadiluted chlorinebleach
solutionfor onehour. Allow the
feedersto completely dry before
refilling. My co-worker has
severd of hisjely dishesonhand.
Thisdlowshimto haveoneinthe
feeder, oneinthedishwasher, and
oneon standby.

For moreinformation about bird
feeding, contact your local county
conservation board or nature
center. Informationasois
available at these Web sites,
www.birdwatchersdigest.com
www.birds.cornell.edu.

The common ant — friend or foe?
by Bill Denton, Dallas County Master Gardener

Antsaresocia insectsthat livein
colonies. Each hasadifferent job.
Thequeenlayseggs, which hatch
intowhite, grub-likelarvaeand
later developinto pupae. There
also areworker antsthat secure
food and water. These antsoften
areseenfar fromtheir colony.
Mature ant colonies produce
many wingedindividuasknown
asswarmers. Their jobisto mate
and establish new colonies.

Most antsprefer to build their
nestsoutdoorsinthesoil orin

wood. They goinsidehomesonly
in search of food or water. There
are some species, however, that
build nestswithin structures,
usually inhollow spacesbehind
walls, cracksbeneath floors, and
structural wood.

Antsmoveamost asmuch soil as
earthworms. They loosen soil and
causeincreased air and water
movement intheground. Antsalso
clean up dead insect carcasses
and aid in the decomposition of
plant and animal matter. They are

alsoknownto carry bitsof plant
and anima matter through the
ecosystem. Antsareamong the
leading predatorsof other insects
and help control pest populations.

Thedownsideof antsisthat they
arefound in our homesand may
edtablishunsightly or harmful
moundsin our lawns, pastures, or
fencerows. Large mounds may
smother out grassand make
lawnsrough and uneven.

continued on next page
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Thekey to controlling antsisto
eliminatethe queen and other
memberswithinthenest. This
oftentakestimeand patience.
Level themoundwith arakeand
then spray or dust with an
insecticidelabeledfor ants. If a
dustisused, rakelightly again and
gorinklewithwater. This
procedure can be repeated as

necessay.

When choosing apesticideto use
indoorsmake suretheproduct is
labeled for insdeuse. Never spray
near food or on surfaceswhere
foodisprepared. Sprayinga3-to
6-foot swath aong theground
next to the foundation of thehouse
and a 2- to 3-foot band on the
foundationwall may help control
antinvason.

Information for thisarticlecame

from the Web siteslisted below.
They containinformation you may
find useful.

wWww.ipm.iastate.edu/ipnm/
hortnews

www.uky.edu/
Agriculture/Entomol ogy/entfacts/
Sruct/ef619.htm
www.agcom.purdue.edu/AgComy/
Pubsfindex.html

Follow these tips for stocking farm ponds
By Joe Morris, ISU Extension Aquaculture Specialist

lowa
hes
more
then
80,000
ponds.
Many pond ownersusethemfor
both recreation and food
production. Because of lowa's
variedterrain, the southern portion
of the state hasthe most ponds.

Certain speciesfor stocking ponds
areavailablefromthelowa
Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) if the pond meetsthe
followingcriteria
e New or renovated to be
freeof fish
o Surfaceareaof at least
one-hdf acre
e Maximumdepth of at least
8feet
e Fencedtoexclude
livestock with a60-foot
minimum buffer between
pond edge and fence

Fishasoaresold by severd
private hatcheries. ISU Extenson
and DNR personnel havealist of
private hatcheriesin lowa.

Stocking Ratesand Times
The DNR usesasplit stocking
approach for farmponds. In
pondsfreeof fish, bluegill (sunfish)
and channel catfishfingerlingsare
stockedinthefall, and largemouth
bassare stocked thefollowing
spring. Thisapproach alowsthe
bluegill populationto become
established beforethe predator
population of largemouth bass.
Bluegillsarestocked at 750to
1,000fingerlings, 1to 2inches
each, per surfaceacre. Large-
mouth bass are stocked at 70
fingerlings, 1to 2 incheseach, per
surface acre. Channel catfish
fingerlingsare stocked at 100 per
surfaceacre.

TheDNR, however, doesn't
providefishfor stocking ponds
withanexigting fish population. To
stock channd catfishin pondswith
an established bass population, the
landowner must purchasefishfrom
aprivate source. Only catfish
longer than 8 inchesshould be
stocked or the basswill eat them.

Other Species
Walleyeand northern pike can be

stocked in farm ponds but must
be added periodicaly if the
populationisto bemaintained.
Walleyesddomgrow largein
ponds, but northerns can become
largeand could feed upon
largemouth bass. Stocking
crappieinsmall pondsisnot
recommended asit canresultina
large population of small, stunted
fishthat competesdirectly with
largemouth bass. Bullheads,
though popular with lowaanglers,
should not be stocked into ponds.
Bullheadswill overpopulateand
grow dowly inpondswitha
limited basspopulation.

Inaddition, grasscarp are
sometimes stocked to control
aguatic vegetation, someof which
isneeded inapond. Grasscarp
control rooted plants much more
than algae. They are stocked at
four tofive8-inchfish per surface
acre of water. Becausethefishdo
not reproducein pondsand have
low naturd mortdity, the
landowner will not needto
restock for 8-10 years. Several
privatefish hatcheriesin lowasdll
grasscarp.
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