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Rain and cool temperatures early in the week ending April 20, 2014,
continued to slow fieldwork according to the USDA, National
Agricultural Statistics Service. Average temperatures were below
normal for the week, but at the end of the week temperatures started to
rise. Statewide there were 3.2 days suitable for fieldwork. Activities
for the week included applying fertilizer, anhydrous and herbicides,
seeding, and disking.

Topsoil moisture levels rated 6 percent very short, 22 percent short,
65 percent adequate and 7 percent surplus. Subsoil moisture levels
rated 16 percent very short, 39 percent short, 44 percent adequate and
1 percent surplus. Northwest lowa was the driest with 18 percent of
topsoil reported in very short condition.

Fifty-one percent of oats have been planted, 29 percentage points ahead
of last year but 17 percentage points behind average. Seven percent of
oats had emerged, ahead of last year’s 3 percent, but 17 percentage
points behind the five-year average. A few farmers reported corn being
planted.

Pasture condition rated 11 percent very poor, 23 percent poor,
48 percent fair, 18 percent good and O percent excellent. Livestock
conditions were reported as good, but most cattle have not yet been
moved onto pastures.

Crop Conditions as of April 20, 2014

Iltem very Poor Fair Good | Excellent
Poor
(Percent) (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) (Percent)
Pasture & Range ...... 11 23 48 18 0

Field Work and Crop Progress as of April 20, 2014

For the week ending April 20, 2014
Media Contact: Greg Thessen

IOWA PRELIMINARY WEATHER SUMMARY
Provided by Harry Hillaker, State Climatologist
lowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship

The past reporting week began with moderate to heavy rain over most
of lowa on Sunday (13th) with the rain mixing with or changing to
snow over the northwest one-half of the state. A few local rain totals
exceeded four inches from south central into east central lowa while
snow totals reached 3.6 inches at Remsen in Plymouth County. Light
rain and/or snow fell across all but far western lowa on Monday (14th).
Dry weather prevailed for most of lowa for the remainder of the
reporting week.  The exceptions were some light showers scattered
across the northwest one-third on Wednesday and some isolated
thunderstorms over west central and north central lowa early Sunday
(20th) morning.  Weekly rain totals varied from 0.07 inches at Rock
Rapids to 4.87 inches at Pella. The statewide average precipitation was
1.52 inches or nearly double the weekly normal of 0.85 inches. This
was the wettest week in 42 weeks (late June 2013). Temperatures were
below normal for most of the week. The coldest readings were on
Monday (14th) and Tuesday (15th). High temperatures were mostly in
the 30s on Monday while all of the state recorded a hard freeze on
Tuesday morning. A slow warming trend began at mid week with
daytime highs mostly in the 70s by Saturday (19th).  Temperature
extremes for the week ranged from Tuesday morning lows of
12 degrees at Sheldon and Sibley to a Saturday afternoon high of
82 degrees at Little Sioux. Temperatures for the week as a whole
averaged 6.2 degrees below normal. Soil temperatures at the four inch
depth warmed nicely thanks to much warmer weather over the weekend
and were averaging in the 50s statewide by Easter Sunday afternoon.

State Climatologist, lowa Dept. of Agriculture & Land Stewardship
PRECIPITATION FOR THE WEEK ENDING 7 AM. CDT, SUN_, APR. 20, 2014 (inches)
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| Districts Last | Last | 5-yr
tem State
NW | NC NE | wC c EC | SW | sC SE Week | Year | Avg
(Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent) | (Percent)
Oats planted ........cccoeeeviiiiiiiiieecee, 62 17 28 67 68 79 53 e 65 51 29 22 68
Oats emerged.......ccoeeevveeeeeeeeeiiiieeeeeeenne 4 0 2 8 7 7 4 23 15 7 0 3 24
Days Suitable & Soil Moisture Condition as of April 20, 2014
Districts
Item State Last Last
NW NC NE wceC c EC Sw sc SE Week Year
(Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days) (Days)
Days suitable ........... 3.3 1.9 2.3 3.9 29 4.0 3.4 3.6 4.2 3.2 3.9 0.4
(Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent)
Topsoil moisture
Very short ............ 18 1 0 7 7 2 8 7 7 6 6 4
Short ............ 29 10 9 21 25 24 41 23 27 22 25 8
Adequate .. 52 7 71 63 65 65 51 60 59 65 57 60
Surplus ..o 1 12 20 9 3 9 0 10 7 7 12 28
Subsoil moisture
Very short ............ 27 8 1 22 14 14 28 23 19 16 17 16
Short .....oeevieiiiinns 44 28 20 43 41 44 49 40 47 39 38 33
Adequate ............. 28 61 77 32 43 40 23 36 33 44 43 46
Surplus ..o 1 3 2 3 2 2 0 1 1 1 2 5




