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CATTLE 

All cattle and calves in Iowa as of January 1, 2013 totaled 3.85 million 

head, according to the latest USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service 

– Cattle report. This estimate is down 50,000 from January 1, 2012.  Beef 

cows, at 925,000 head, were 3 percent above last year.  Milk cows, at 

205,000 were unchanged from last year. 

 

All heifers 500 pounds and over, at 950,000 head, were up 3 percent from 

last year.  Heifers for beef cow replacement were up 7 percent to 150,000 

head;  heifers for milk cow replacement at 120,000 head were down 

25 percent from the previous year; and all other heifers were up 10 percent 

to 680,000 head. 

 

Steers weighing 500 pounds and over were down 4 percent from last 

year at 1,250,000 head.  Bulls weighing 500 pounds and over were 

unchanged from a year ago at 60,000 head.  Calves under 500 pounds on 

January 1, 2013 totaled 460,000 head, down 12 percent from last year. 

 

The 2012 calf crop was estimated at 1.05 million head, equal to the 2011 

calf crop.  Cattle and calves on feed for slaughter in all feedlots on 

January 1, 2013 was  1,280,000 head, down 2 percent from one year ago. 

 

 

 

 

SHEEP  
 

 

All sheep and lambs inventory in Iowa totaled 

175,000 head, down 10 percent from last year according to 

the latest USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service – 

Sheep and Goats report.  Total breeding stock, at 

128,000 head, is approximately 10 percent lower than a year 

ago.  Compared to last year, market sheep and lambs 

decreased 10 percent to 47,000 head, and the lamb crop 

decreased 3 percent to 150,000. 
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MONTHLY PRICES 
 

Preliminary January 2013 price received in Iowa for corn was $7.00 according to the latest USDA, National Agricultural 

Statistics Service – Agricultural Prices report. This is a $1.01 increase from January 2012. Soybean prices increased $2.30 

to $14.10 compared to January 2012 and oat prices increased $.49 to $4.00.  

 

All hay prices increased $74.00 to $209.00 compared to January 2012. Alfalfa hay prices increased $80.00 to $232.00 and 

other hay prices increased $54.00 to $152.00.  Iowa dairy farmers received an average of $20.80 per cwt for milk sold in 

January, $1.20 more than one year ago. 

  

 

 

 

 

             

 


