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what are JudIcIal 
retentIon electIons?

Retention elections are intended to focus on the 
professional competency of Iowa’s judges rather 
than the popularity of individual rulings. In a 
retention election, voters decide whether a judge 
should be retained or removed from office. If a 
judge receives a majority of “yes” votes, the judge 
serves another full term. If a judge receives a 
majority of “no” votes, the judge is removed from 
office at the end of the year.

why does Iowa haVe 
retentIon electIons? 

In 1962, Iowa voters approved a constitutional 
amendment that replaced elections of judges with 
merit selection and retention elections. A process 
using merit selection and retention elections: 

• Curbs the influence of political parties and special 
interest groups in the selection of Iowa’s judges.

• Emphasizes the selection of judges based upon 
their professional qualifications.

• Gives voters the final say about who serves as a 
judge.

• Is the most effective way to ensure fair and 
impartial courts.

where can I fInd an attorney 
performance eValuatIon about 
Judges on the ballot? 

the Iowa state Bar Association surveys its members 
about judges standing for retention.  the results of 
this performance evaluation are available prior to 
the general election at: www.iowabar.org.

what about a Judge’s personal 
VIews on certaIn Issues?

• It is inappropriate for a judge to consider his or 
her personal views, political pressure, or public 
opinion when deciding cases. Judges must be 
neutral and follow the rule of the law. 

• If a judge announces a position on an issue, the 
judge’s impartiality may be called into question. 
the judge may need to decline presiding over any 
case that involves that issue. 

• Judicial ethics prohibit judges from commenting 
about cases pending in court to ensure that litigants 
receive a fair trial. 
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how are courts

held accountable? 
our system of government is carefully designed to 
foster fair and impartial courts while maintaining 
judicial accountability through a series of checks on 
judicial power.

• If a party in a case believes a judge made an error, 
the party may appeal to a higher court.

• If citizens disagree with a court’s interpretion of a 
law, they may petition the legislature to amend the 
law and change the law’s effect in the future. 

• If citizens disagree with a court’s interpretation of 
the constitution, they have the ultimate power to 
amend the constitution to change its effect in the 
future.

• If a person thinks a judge has behaved 
unethically, the person may ask the Judicial 
Qualifications Commission to investigate. 

In these ways, courts are accountable to the laws, 
to the constitution, and to the people. 

• Integrity—honest, upright, and 
committed to the rule of law

• Professional Competence—keen intellect, 
extensive legal knowledge, and strong writing ability

• Judicial Temperament—neutral, 
decisive, respectful, and composed

• Experience—strong record of 
professional excellence in the law

• Service—committed to public service 
and the administration of justice 

what makes a good Judge? what about an unpopular 
court decIsIon?

there are many reasons why a voter may want to 
consider more than just the outcome of one case 
when assessing a judge’s performance:

• over the course of a career, a judge will dispose 
of thousands of cases. one case alone is not 
necessarily an accurate barometer of a judicial 
career. the Iowa Voter’s Judicial directory gives a 
more complete measure of a judge’s professional 
history.

• Judges must follow the law, which sometimes 
leads to unpopular results. If citizens disagree with 
a law, they may petition the legislature to change 
it.

• High-profile cases that catch the media’s 
attention often bear little resemblance to the bulk 
of a judge’s work. Most court cases do not involve 
hot-button issues. 

what about decIsIons 
a hIgher court reVerses?

sometimes a higher court reverses the decision of a 
lower court.  Reversal does not in itself indicate the 
quality of a judge’s work.  For instance, the higher 
court could be ruling on an issue for the first time or 
clarifying one of its earlier opinions that served as 
precedent for the lower court. 
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Judicial Biographies

supreme court JustIces

year of Appointment:  2011 

Background and Education: 
Justice Mansfield grew up 
and attended public school in 
Massachusetts.  he earned his 
undergraduate degree from 
harvard in 1978, where he 
graduated magna cum laude and 
Phi Beta Kappa.  he received his 
law degree from yale in 1982.  
After law school, he clerked for 
the u.s. court of Appeals, Fifth 
circuit, the federal appellate 
court based in new orleans, la.

career:  Following his clerkship, Justice Mansfield initially 
practiced law in Phoenix, Ariz., but moved to Iowa 
and joined a law firm in Des Moines, so his wife could 
pursue her teaching career.  while in private practice, 
Justice Mansfield handled cases in many areas, including 
agricultural law.  Justice Mansfield argued more than 40 
appeals, and was named to the Best lawyers in America. 

Justice Mansfield was appointed to the Iowa Court 
of Appeals in 2009.  he served on that court for 
approximately two years, writing more than 220 opinions.  

community Activities:  Justice Mansfield served as a 
member of the board of directors of goodwill Industries 
of central Iowa and was the chair of this organization 
during 2003 and 2004. he also represented the nation’s 
federation of non-profit community blood centers for 
more than fifteen years and, in 2008, received the 
President’s Award from that organization. 
  

Professional Activities:  Justice Mansfield has been an 
adjunct professor of law at drake university since 1997.  
he is a member of the Iowa state Bar Association, having 
served as chair of the trade Regulation section from 2004 
to 2006.  Justice Mansfield also belongs to the Polk County 
Bar Association and the Iowa Judges Association.  

Family and hobbies:  Justice Mansfield is married to an 
Iowa native.  he has two daughters in college and a son 
who attends the des Moines public schools. he volunteers 
in a before-school program in the des Moines public 
schools in which parents lead elementary school students 
in discussions of outside readings.  he also teaches 
Sunday school weekly at his church.  Justice Mansfield is 
an assistant coach in little league and volunteers as a 
YMCA swim official.  Justice Mansfield and his family also 
regularly welcome visiting foreign judges to stay in their 
home.  (Justice Mansfield’s mother was born in the former 
soviet union and came to the united states as a refugee 
in the 1930s.) he enjoys swimming, reading, and listening 
to his wife play the harp.
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Edward Mansfield
supreme court Justice
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Judicial Biographies

supreme court JustIces

year of Appointment:  2011 

Background and Education: 
Justice waterman is a lifelong 
Iowan and fourth-generation 
lawyer born in davenport in 
1959.  he grew up in Bettendorf 
with two brothers and three 
sisters. he attended public 
schools in Bettendorf before 
obtaining his undergraduate 
degree in history at dartmouth 
college in 1981.  he received 
his law degree from the 
university of Iowa college of 

law in 1984, where he graduated order of the coif in 
the top five percent of his class, served on the Iowa Law 
Review, and published a law review article.

career:  Justice waterman practiced law for 27 years 
at lane & waterman, llP, in davenport, the oldest 
continuous law partnership west of the Mississippi River.  
he had a multi-state general civil litigation practice at 
the trial and appellate levels in state and federal courts.  
he represented farmers, consumers, taxpayers, and 
insurance policyholders in class action litigation.  he was 
named to Best lawyers in America and received a top 
tier ranking in the chambers guide to leading Business 
lawyers for commercial litigation.

community Activities:  Justice waterman served as 
Chair (Chief Volunteer Officer) for the multi-branch 
scott county Family y corporate board of directors and 
received its Partner with youth outstanding campaign 
leadership Award in 2008.  he also served as President of 
the Board of trustees of Rivermont collegiate, formerly 
st. Katherine’s st. Mark’s school.

Professional Activities:  Justice waterman is a Fellow of 
the American college of trial lawyers and Iowa Academy 
of trial lawyers, a member of the American law Institute, 
Iowa Judges Association, Iowa state Bar Association 
(IsBA), scott county Bar Association, American Bar 
Association, dartmouth lawyers Association, and dillon 
Inns of court.  he is the resident Justice for the seventh 
Judicial district and liaison Justice for the Eighth Judicial 
district.  Before his appointment to the supreme court, 
waterman was a member of the IsBA Jury Instruction 
committee and served as a co-editor of defense update, 
a publication of the Iowa defense counsel Association.  
he was a member of the state Judicial nominating 
commission from 1999–2003.  he was also inducted into 
the Federation of defense and corporate counsel and the 
Association of defense trial Attorneys.  he has authored 
numerous articles on legal subjects and is a frequent 
lecturer.

Family and hobbies:  Justice waterman celebrated his 
25th wedding anniversary this year with Maria Mihalakis 
waterman, a family law attorney and dubuque native.  
they have four daughters, one attending college and 
triplets attending public school in the Quad cities. his 
great-grandfather, charles M. waterman, was a justice 
on the Iowa supreme court from 1898-1902. Before his 
appointment, waterman was an avid endurance sport 
enthusiast competing in ultramarathons and ironman 
triathlons.
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thomas d. waterman
supreme court Justice
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Judicial Biographies

supreme court JustIces

year of Appointment:  2003
the chief justice appointed him 
assistant chief in January 2011.   

Background and Education: 
Justice wiggins was born in 
chicago, Illinois.  he graduated 
from niles East township high 
school in 1969.  After graduating 
from high school, he was the 
first member of his family to 
attend college.  he received 
his undergraduate degree, with 
honors, from the university of 
Illinois at chicago in 1973.  In 

1973, he enrolled in the drake university law school, 
earning his law degree with honors as a member of the 
order of the coif, an honorary scholastic society.  while 
at drake, he served as Associate Editor of the drake law 
Review and worked as a law clerk at the west des Moines 
law firm of Williams, Hart, Lavorato, and Kirtley.

career:  upon graduating from law school in 1976, he 
joined the law firm of Williams, Hart, Lavorato, and 
Kirtley, becoming a partner in the firm in 1979.  He 
practiced with the firm, later known as Wiggins, Anderson, 
and tully, P.c., continuously for 27 years before his 
appointment to the supreme court.   
  
Justice wiggins’ private practice had a primary emphasis 
in civil litigation.  he has tried cases in numerous state 
and federal courts.  Besides being admitted to practice 
in the state courts of Iowa, Justice wiggins has also been 
admitted to practice before the united states supreme 
court; the Eighth, ninth, and Federal circuit courts of 
Appeals; the united states court of Federal claims; and 
the united states district courts for the southern and 
northern districts of Iowa and the Eastern district of 
wisconsin. 

Professional and community Activities:  As a private 
practice attorney, Justice wiggins served the court 
as chairperson of the Iowa commission on Judicial 
Qualifications.  He also served the court as a member 
of the supreme court Advisory commission on Judicial 
Redistricting, the supreme court Advisory committee 
on Rules of civil Procedure, and the supreme court 
committee on the cost of litigation.

Justice wiggins’ professional associations have included 
the following:  fellow of the Iowa Academy of trial 
lawyers; member and past president of the Iowa trial 
lawyers Association; master emeritus of the c. Edwin 
Moore American Inn of court; advocate of the American 
Board of trial Advocates; sustaining member of the 
Association of trial lawyers of America; member of the 

American Bar Association; member and governor of the  
Iowa state Bar Association; member and board member 
of the Polk county Bar Association; founding sponsor of 
the civil Justice Foundation; and senior counsel in the 
American college of Barristers. 

while a member of the Iowa state Bar Association, Justice 
wiggins served on the uniform Jury Instruction committee 
and the committee on tort litigation.  As a member of 
the Polk county Bar Association, he served as chairperson 
of the Polk county grievance committee and as a member 
of the Fee Arbitration committee.

while in private practice, Justice wiggins received the 
Key Person Award and the Meritorious Achievement Award 
from the Iowa trial lawyers.   his peers also selected him 
as one of the Best lawyers in America.  he also presented 
lectures at numerous seminars dealing with trial practice.

As a member of the court, Justice wiggins has 
participated in more than 1000 published cases and has 
authored more than 200 published opinions.  Justice 
wiggins continues to present lectures in the areas of 
appellate advocacy, attorney ethics, and judicial ethics 
at numerous seminars.  he speaks regularly to various 
service organizations and school groups.  he has served 
as co-chair of the supreme court committee on Judicial 
Ethics and chair of the supreme court committee to study 
the lawyer Advertising Rules.  he is chair of the state 
Judicial nominating commission. 

Justice wiggins recently worked on a building project with 
habitat for humanity in its effort to provide affordable 
housing.  Prior to joining the court, he coached youth 
sports and high school mock trial.

Family and hobbies:  Justice wiggins currently resides in 
west des Moines with his wife of 38 years.  he has three 
daughters and one grandson.  he enjoys spending time 
with his family and friends 
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david s. wiggins
supreme court Justice
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supreme court JustIces

year of Appointment:  2011.     

Background and Education: 
Justice Zager was born and 
raised in waterloo, Iowa, 
where he continues to reside 
with his wife of 40 years.  
Justice Zager graduated from 
waterloo west high school 
in 1971.  After attending the 
university of colorado for a 
year, he transferred to the 
university of Iowa where he 
received a Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree in 1975.  

In 1977, Justice Zager received his Master of science 
degree in Industrial Relations from loyola university of 
chicago, Institute of Industrial Relations.  he received 
his law degree from drake university law school in 1980.  
while at drake, he was a member of the drake law 
Review, and his student note was published in the drake 
law Review.  he was admitted to practice law in the state 
of Iowa in 1981.         

career:  Before attending law school, Justice Zager 
was an employee relations associate with the Illinois 
hospital Association in oak Brook, Illinois.  he was later a 
division personnel specialist with the gould corporation 
in Rolling Meadows, Illinois.  he then decided to return 
to Iowa to attend drake university law school.  Before 
becoming a district court judge, Justice Zager was in the 
private practice of law, first with McCrindle, Bergstrom & 
sindlinger in cedar Falls, Iowa, and then with charles w. 
Hinton in Waterloo, before opening his own law office in 
1989.  while in private practice, Justice Zager specialized 
in family law and probate matters.  Public service law was 
also a critical part of his private practice through a grant 
from the IoltA commission.  Beginning in 1987, he was an 
attorney with the Black Hawk County Attorney’s Office, 
first in the juvenile division and then in the civil division.  
Justice Zager was appointed to the Iowa district court 
bench in 1999.  

community Activities:  Justice Zager is a lifetime member 
of central christian church (disciples of christ) in 
Waterloo, where he has held all major offices, has been 
a member of two pastoral search committees, and was 
chairman of the futures committee of the church board.  
he also taught sunday school to high school students.  
Justice Zager was a member of the optimist club of 
waterloo from 1981 until 2011.  he served as vice 
president, president, and lieutenant governor for eight 
clubs.  he was awarded a life Membership by the club for 
his work.  Justice Zager was also on the board of directors 
of Family service league, which was an agency providing 
service and counseling to women and children who were 
victims of domestic violence.  Justice Zager was vice 
president and president of the board, receiving the hall of 
Fame award in 1998.  he was also a member of the Allen 
Memorial hospital ethics committee from 1997 to 2004.    

Professional Activities:  Justice Zager has been a member 
of both the Black hawk county Bar Association and the 
Iowa state Bar Association since 1981.  he was a presenter 
at the Iowa Bar Association’s annual meeting.  Justice 
Zagar served on the grievance committee of the Black 
hawk county Bar Association, and served as secretary 
from 1987 to 1988 and as president from 1998 to 1999.  
he has been a member of the Iowa Judges Association 
since 1999, and served on the nominating committee, 
judicial ethics and conduct committee, and the specialty 
courts committee.  Justice Zager was the united way 
legal Professional section chairperson in 1991.  he is 
on the Iowa supreme court’s Public outreach steering 
Committee. Since he was first appointed to the bench 
in 1999, Justice Zager has spoken to various civic and 
community organizations, with an emphasis on education 
about the judicial branch and its role in our society.

Family and hobbies:  Justice Zager and his wife have 
three children and three grandchildren.  he enjoys 
spending time with family and friends.  Justice Zager 
also enjoys traveling and camping with his wife, diAnn, 
golfing, biking, kayaking, and reading.     
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Bruce B. Zager
supreme court Justice
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year of Appointment:  2011

Background and Education:  
Judge Mullins received his 
bachelor’s degree from 
southwest Baptist university 
in 1974 and his M.s.w. from 
the university of Iowa in 1976.  
In 1982, he received his law 
degree, with honors, order of 
the coif, from drake university, 
where he was Editor-in-chief of 
the drake law Review.

career:  For 19 years, 
Judge Mullins worked in the private practice of law in 
Washington, Iowa.  Typical of county seat law firms, 
he represented factory workers, farmers, and other 
individuals, as well as professionals, small businesses, 
banks, and the washington county hospital.  Judge 
Mullins’ general practice focused on representing clients 
in court proceedings.  he was appointed to Iowa district 
court for the Eighth Judicial district in 2002. 

community Activities:  Before his appointment to the 
bench, Judge Mullins served on the board of directors 
and as an officer of the Washington Community YMCA, 
the washington community theater, the y’s Men’s club, 
and the noon Kiwanis club.  For many years, he coached 
youth soccer and was involved in various community 
activities, including school facilities study committees.  
Judge Mullins is a long-time active member of Faith 
Baptist church, having served as a member and chair of 
the trustees, building committee member, chair of the 
constitution and bylaws revision committee, song leader, 
and moderator. 

Professional Activities:  Judge Mullins received advanced 
national training in trial management, domestic violence 
cases, search and seizure issues, appellate judging, 
corrections policy development, and related issues.  he 
has participated in the national cross governmental 
sentencing and corrections Policy Forum.  Judge Mullins 
is a former member of the Jury Instructions committee 
of the Iowa state Bar Association, and was the only 
judge member of the interim legislative criminal code 
Reorganization committee.  he currently serves as a 
member and chair of the Judicial technology committee 
and as a member of the Business Advisory committee 
for the Electronic document Management system 
(EdMs). Judge Mullins has served on numerous other 
management and administrative committees.  he is 
also a faculty member for new judge orientation and 
for trial management, and is a frequent presenter for 
continuing legal education on the topic of sentencing 
issues.  Judge Mullins developed and periodically updates 
the Iowa criminal statutes summary chart used by 
judges and lawyers throughout Iowa. he is a member of 
the washington county, Iowa state, and American Bar 
Associations, and the Iowa Judges Association. 

Family and hobbies:  Judge Mullins has been married for 
38 years, and has two adult, married children and two 
grandchildren. He enjoys fishing, golfing, camping, and 
spending time with family and friends.

Judicial Biographies

Michael R. Mullins
court of Appeals Judge



10 Voter Information

Judicial Biographies

court of appeals Judges

year of Appointment:  1999

Background and Education:  
Judge Vaitheswaran attended 
high school in cedar Rapids, 
Iowa.  she received her 
undergraduate degree from 
grinnell college and earned 
her law degree and a master’s 
degree in political science from 
the university of Iowa.   

career:  Judge Vaitheswaran 
was a law clerk to the 
honorable charles R. wolle, 

Iowa supreme court, before his appointment to the 
federal district court.  she worked as an attorney with 
legal services corporation of Iowa and with the Attorney 
General’s Office before her appointment to the appellate 
court.  

Professional Activities:  Judge Vaitheswaran is a member 
of the Polk county Bar Association, the Iowa state Bar 
Association, Polk county women Attorneys, the Iowa 
Judges Association, and the c. Edwin Moore Inn of court. 
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Anuradha Vaitheswaran
court of Appeals Judge

year of Appointment:  2010

Background and Education:  
Born in Maquoketa, Iowa, 
Judge tabor was raised on her 
family’s century farm in Jackson 
county.  she was a ten-year 
member of the Baldwin 4-h 
club and played six-on-six girls’ 
basketball for Maquoketa high 
school.  Judge tabor received 
her bachelor’s degree from 
the university of Iowa in 1985, 
where she was also Editor-in-
chief of the college newspaper, 

the daily Iowan.  she received her law degree, with high 
distinction, order of the coif, from the university of 
Iowa in 1991.  while in law school, Judge tabor served as 
Managing Editor of the Iowa law Review.

career:  Judge tabor began her legal career handling 
campaign finance cases as a staff attorney in the Office 
of general counsel at the Federal Election commission in 
washington, d.c.  she returned to Iowa in 1993 to work 
as an appellate prosecutor for the Attorney general’s 
Office.  From 1999 to 2010, Judge Tabor served as director 
of the criminal Appeals division, representing the state in 
criminal cases before the Iowa court of Appeals and Iowa 
supreme court.  

community Activities:  Judge tabor has been a volunteer 
tutor in the des Moines public schools and frequently 
helps judge mock trial and moot court competitions. 

Professional Activities:  As an assistant attorney general, 
Judge tabor served on several statewide task forces and 
commissions addressing public safety, domestic violence, 
and court technology.  she is a member of the Polk county 
Bar Association, the Iowa state Bar Association, the Iowa 
organization of women Attorneys, and the Blackstone Inn 
of court.

Family:  Judge tabor is married and has two sons and 
one daughter.  she belongs to Plymouth congregational 
church. 

Mary Ellen tabor
court of Appeals Judge
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dIstrIct 1a 

year of Appointment:  2003

Background and Education: 
Judge Ackley attended the 
university of san diego for 
both her undergraduate and 
law degrees, receiving her 
bachelor’s degree in psychology 
in 1986 and completing law 
school in 1990.  she attended 
the university of salzburg, 
Austria, for one term, where 
she received instruction from 
united states supreme court 
Justice Anthony Kennedy.

career:  Judge Ackley began her legal career as a law 
clerk and research assistant before entering private 
practice at the law firm of Fuerste, Carew, Coyle, 
Juergens and sudmeier, P.c.  she became a sole proprietor 
in 1996 and focused her practice on family, juvenile, 
and criminal law.  Judge Ackley was appointed to serve 
dubuque county as a judicial magistrate in 1997 and was 
appointed to the district court bench in 2003.   

community Activities:  For many years, Judge Ackley 
was an active member of the Jaycees and the young 
lawyers’ division of the Iowa Bar Association prior to her 
appointment.

Professional Activities:  since her appointment, Judge 
Ackley has been selected to serve on the digital Audio 
Recording technology committee, the civil Justice Reform 
task Force, and the supreme court Advisory committee 
on Rules of civil Procedure.  Judge Ackley is a member 
of the dubuque county, Iowa state, california state, and 
American Bar Associations. 

Family:  Judge Ackley met her husband in san diego, 
where he was serving in the united states navy, and they 
moved to dubuque in 1992.   

year of Appointment:  1986

Background and Education:  
Born in cresco, Iowa, Judge 
Bauercamper received his 
bachelor’s degree from the 
university of northern Iowa in 
1970 and his law degree from 
the university of Minnesota in 
1973.   

career:  Judge Bauercamper 
practiced law privately as well 
as serving as Allamakee county 

Attorney and juvenile court referee.  he currently serves 
as assistant chief judge for the First Judicial district.   

Professional Activities:  Judge Bauercamper belongs to the 
Iowa Judges Association, the Iowa state Bar Association,  
and the Minnesota state Bar Association.

Family:  Judge Bauercamper is married and has four 
children.

Monica Ackley
district Judge

John J. Bauercamper
district Judge
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dIstrIct 1a

year of Appointment:  1991

Background and Education:  
Judge lingreen was born in Fort 
dodge, Iowa.  she received her 
bachelor’s degree from drake 
university in 1974, and in 1977 
she earned her law degree from 
the same institution.

career:  From 1979 to 1991, 
Judge lingreen practiced law 
with a private firm and served 
as assistant Allamakee county 
attorney.  

Professional Activities:  Judge lingreen is a member 
of the Allamakee county Bar Association, the Iowa Bar 
Association, and the Iowa Judges Association (IJA).  
she served on the Iowa supreme court’s Advisory 
committee on Iowa Rules of Evidence and on the Iowa 
supreme court’s Model code of Judicial conduct study 
committee.  Judge lingreen is currently chairperson of 
both the howard county and winneshiek county Judicial 
Magistrate Appointing commissions.  she served on the 
Education committee of the IJA, as well as the Family 
law committee of the IJA.   

Family:  Judge lingreen is married with two children. 

year of Appointment:  2011

Background and Education:  
Judge Bitter was born in 
Dubuque, Iowa, the fifth of six 
children.  he graduated with a 
liberal arts degree from loras 
college in 1993.  he received 
his law degree, with distinction, 
from the university of Iowa in 
1996.   

career:  From 1996 to 2011, 
Judge Bitter was in the private practice of law with Bitter 
Law Office in Dubuque.  

community Activities:  Judge Bitter was a volunteer mock 
trial coach for dubuque schools for three years.     

Professional Activities:  Judge Bitter has been a member 
of the Iowa state Bar Association and the dubuque county 
Bar Association since 1996, serving as secretary of the 
dubuque county Bar Association for seven years.  he 
currently serves as a drug court judge and a member of 
the Iowa child support guidelines Review committee.   

Family and hobbies:  Judge Bitter is married with three 
children, and spends most of his free time doing anything 
active, such as walking and playing basketball, or 
watching his children play sports. 

thomas Bitter
district Judge

Margaret l. lingreen
district Judge
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year of Appointment:  1989

Background and Education:  
Born in Ames, Iowa, Judge nigg 
received his bachelor’s degree 
in political science from loras 
college in 1971.  he received his 
law degree from the university 
of san diego in 1974.  

career:  Judge nigg is admitted 
to the Iowa Bar and Federal Bar, 
both northern and southern.  
From 1974 to 1989, Judge 

nigg was in the general practice of law with Reynolds 
& Kenline, practicing in all areas of law.  since being 
named district associate judge, he has served as a trial 
judge with primary responsibility for criminal proceedings 
in dubuque county and within the jurisdiction of the 
First Judicial district.  Judge nigg handles cases ranging 
from simple misdemeanors to class d felonies.  his work 
also encompasses hearings on juvenile proceedings, 
hospitalization cases, and small claims proceedings.     

community Activities:  Judge nigg served as a board 
member and second vice president  for the dubuque 
Racing Association, ltd. he was a board member and 
served as president for a year of the Retired senior and 
Volunteer Program.  he was a state board member of 
the legal services corporation of Iowa and served as 
president for three years of its northeast Iowa Regional 
Office Advisory.  He was vice president of exploring for 
the northeast Iowa council of the Boy scouts of America, 
and he co-chaired the dubuque Jaycees washington 
square Restoration Project, washington Park Restoration 
Project, and the Five Flags center Referendum task Force, 
as well as the building committee.  Judge nigg was also 
the dubuque Jaycees’ outstanding Jaycee of the year 
in 1976.  he was president of the dubuque Five Flags 
theatre company, and served as a chair person of the 
st. Anthony Parish council.  For seven years, Judge nigg 

was a member of the dubuque Archdiocese and dubuque 
deanery Advisory council, serving as secretary and as 
chairperson, and acting as a deanery representative and 
vice-chair to the dubuque Archdiocesan Pastoral council.  
he received the Volunteer lawyers Project Award for 
Extraordinary service in 1989 and was honored with the 
state of Iowa governor’s Volunteer Award in 1986 and 
1994.

Professional Activities:  As a district associate judge, 
Judge nigg served on the Judicial council subcommittee 
to update the Judicial workload Assessment Formula, an 
EDMS Project Judges’ Workflow and Judges’ Screen Task 
Force, and the district 1 community outreach committee.  
he chaired a committee to conduct a “Meet your Judges” 
public forum, and was judicial liaison to a local group 
developing community protocols to deal with domestic 
violence.  Judge nigg was appointed judicial liaison to the 
dubuque/delaware coalition Against domestic Violence 
and the dubuque county criminal Justice Agencies 
coordinating group, which he also helped develop.  he 
also served on the Batterer’s Education Program pilot.  
Judge nigg was on the executive committee of the court 
technology Infrastructure Project.  he helped develop the 
local jail-based substance abuse assessment program and 
chaired the dubuque task Force.  Judge nigg developed 
and coordinated the dubuque county small claims 
Mediation Program.  A member of the dubuque county 
Bar Association, Judge nigg served as secretary and 
chair of the ethics committee.  he is a member of the 
Iowa state Bar Association and served on the American 
citizenship committee.  Judge nigg served as the First 
district representative to the board of directors of the 
Iowa Judges Association, chairperson of the criminal law 
and Rules committee, and is currently a member of the 
district Associate Judge committee, courts & community 
committee, and criminal law and Rules Review 
committee.  he is a member of the American Judicature 
society and formerly a member of the Iowa Association for 
Justice and the American Bar Association.  

year of Appointment:  2011

Background and Education:  
Judge Richter received his 
undergraduate degree from 
st. Ambrose university in 2000 
and his law degree from the 
university of Iowa in 2003.   

career:  Prior to being appointed to the bench, Judge 
Richter was an assistant county attorney in dubuque from 
2004 to 2011. 

Randal J. nigg
district Associate Judge

Robert J. Richter
district Associate Judge
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year of Appointment:  2005

Background and Education:  
Judge lekar was born and 
raised in waterloo, Iowa.  she 
received her bachelor’s degree, 
with honors and distinction, 
from Iowa state university in 
1990, and her law degree, with 
distinction, from the university 
of Iowa in 1993.  

career:  For 12 years, Judge 
lekar was in the private 

practice of law in Black hawk county until she was 
appointed to the bench in 2005.  she was appointed chief 
Judge of the First Judicial district in January 2012.    

community Activities:  Judge lekar is a frequent speaker 
at schools and community organizations.  she is an active 
member of her church, a past girl scout leader, and also 
volunteers as a soccer and volleyball coach.  Prior to 
her appointment on the bench, Judge lekar served on 
a variety of community committees and organizations, 
including Family service league and girl scouts of 
America.  

Professional Activities:  Judge lekar is a member of 
the Black hawk county, Iowa state, and American Bar 
Associations.  she is a past member of the board of 
directors of the Iowa Judges Association and served on 
its courts and community committee.  Judge lekar 
serves on the supreme court’s Advisory committee on 
the Rules of criminal Procedure.  she is a past member 
of various professional committees directed at the 
relationship of courts and community, judicial education, 
and legal history. Judge lekar is a member and past chair 
of the Iowa state Bar Association’s Jury Instructions 
committee.  she served as a faculty presenter for the 
Iowa state Bar Association Bench Bar conference, the 
state Public defender conference, the Iowa Judicial 
Branch new Judges school, and the Black hawk county 
Bar Association.  Judge lekar co-chairs the First Judicial 
district’s Family law Mediation study committee, and 
she serves on the outreach committee for her district.   
during her tenure as judge, she served a two-year 
rotation in juvenile court and is a frequent advocate and 
speaker on the topic of representing the rights of parents 
in juvenile court.  Judge lekar was a core team member 
on Iowa’s Breakthrough collaborative series for reducing 
disproportionate and disparate outcomes for families and 
children of color in juvenile court.       

Kellyann lekar
chief Judge

year of Appointment:  2011

Background and Education:  
Judge dryer is a university 
of Iowa graduate, where she 
received her undergraduate 
degree in 1989 and law degree 
in 1992.   

career:  Before being appointed 
to the bench, Judge dryer 
worked in the waterloo Public 
Defender’s Office beginning in 
2004.  Prior to that, she was an 

assistant county attorney, prosecuting cases in winneshiek 
and Buchanan counties.  

Professional Activities:  Judge dryer is a member of the 
Black hawk county Bar Association and the Iowa state Bar 
Association.     

Andrea J. dryer
district Judge
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year of Appointment:  2000 

Background and Education:  
Judge callahan was born in des 
Moines, Iowa, and grew up in 
carlisle, Iowa, the youngest of 
five children.  He worked on 
farms, at a grocery store, and 
at a gas station while in high 
school.  Judge callahan was 
active in high school activities 
and was a state of Iowa scholar.  
he was also a recipient of 
a des Moines Register and 

tribune scholarship.  Judge callahan graduated from 
carlisle community schools in 1971.  he received his 
bachelor’s degree from the university of Iowa in 1979.  
Judge callahan obtained his law degree from lewis & 
clark in 1984, while working full time during the day and 
attending evening classes.     

career:  From 1972 through 1976, Judge callahan 
was enlisted in the united states coast guard.  After 
graduating from law school, he worked as a legal 
assistant/clerk for the city of Kenai, Alaska, in municipal 
law until 1984.  From 1985 to 1992, he was a prosecutor 
in the Alaska Attorney General’s Office.  Judge Callahan 
worked in the private practice of law in waterloo, Iowa, 
from 1992 to 1996, and with the state Public defender’s 
Office from 1996 until his appointment to the bench.   
Judge callahan was involved in litigation throughout his 
entire legal career. 

community Activities Prior to Appointment:  Judge 
callahan participated as a judge in the American Mock 
trial Association national collegiate competition and 
was named a member of the Judges hall of Fame for his 
participation.  he has also served as a judge in mock trial 
presentations at the Iowa state Fair.   

Professional Activities:  Judge callahan is a member of 
the Black hawk county, Iowa state, and Alaska state Bar 
Associations, and the Iowa Judges Association.  he has 
given presentations at the state Public defender’s Annual 
conference and the state of Iowa Judicial conference.  
since becoming a judge, Judge callahan attended several 
training conferences at the national Judicial college in 
Reno, nev., as well as attending AstAR judicial training.  
he has also taken judicial training sponsored by the Iowa 
supreme court

Family and hobbies:  Judge callahan has two daughters.  
his hobbies and interests include music, singing, bicycle 
riding, and gardening. 

nathan A. callahan 
district Associate Judge

year of Appointment:  2010

Background and Education:  
Judge staudt received his 
bachelor’s degree from the 
university of Iowa in 1990 and 
his law degree from drake 
university in 1993.  

career:  Judge staudt was in 
private practice until joining the 
waterloo Public defender’s 
Office in 1997, where he was 
appointed chief public defender 
in 2006.

david F. staudt
district Judge
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year of Appointment:  1985

Background and Education:  
Born in cresco, Judge Moothart 
received his undergraduate 
degree from creighton 
university in 1972 and his law 
degree from the university of 
nebraska in 1977.     

career:  Judge Moothart was in 
private practice in cedar Falls, 
Iowa from 1977 until 1985. 

Professional Activities:  Judge Moothart is a member of 
the Black hawk county Bar Association, the Iowa state 
Bar Association, the Iowa Judges Association, and the 
American Judicature society.  he is a member of the 
Judicial council Advisory committee on Fine collection 
Procedures, Practices, and Rules. 

Family:  Judge Moothart is married with two children. 

year of Appointment:  1997

Background and Education:  
Judge harris earned his 
undergraduate degree from the 
university of Minnesota in 1974 
and his law degree from the 
university of Iowa in 1977. 

career:  Judge harris began his 
legal career with the united 
states Army and served until 
1989.  Prior to his appointment 
to the bench, Judge harris 

worked as a u.s. Army Judge Advocate.  he also worked 
in the Illinois department of children and Family services, 
legal corporation of Iowa, and the Black hawk county 
Attorney’s Office.  

Professional Activities:  Judge harris is a member of 
the Iowa Judges Association and the Iowa national Bar 
Association. 

Jeffrey l. harris 
district Associate Judge

Joseph Moothart 
district Associate Judge
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year of Appointment:  2010

Background and Education:  
Judge davenport earned his 
undergraduate degree from 
drake university in 1982 and his 
law degree, with distinction, 
from the university of Iowa in 
1985.

career:  From 1985 to 1986, 
Judge davenport was a law 
clerk for the second Judicial 
district.  From 1986 to 1988, he 

was a law clerk for the honorable Judge david R. hansen, 
united states district court Judge for the northern 
district of Iowa.  From 1988 to 2010, Judge davenport was 
in the private practice of law.   

Professional Activities:  Judge davenport is a member of 
the cerro gordo county, Judicial district 2A, Iowa state, 
and American Bar Associations. 

year of Appointment:  1999

Background and Education:  
Judge drew earned his 
bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from Arizona 
state university in 1982.  he 
received his law degree, with 
distinction, from the university 
of Iowa in 1985.  

career:  From 1986 to 1999, 
Judge drew was in the private 
practice of law, also serving as 

the Franklin county Attorney from 1988 to 1994.

Professional Activities:  Judge drew is the assistant chief 
judge for the second Judicial district.  he is a member of 
the Iowa Judges Association and has served on the board 
of directors since 2010. he is also a member of the Iowa 
state Bar Association.

James M. drew 
district Judge

Rustin davenport 
district Judge
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year of Appointment:  1981 

Background and Education:  
Judge Ruigh was born in Mason 
city, Iowa, and received his 
undergraduate degree, with 
honors, from Iowa state 
university in 1971.  he received 
his law degree, with high 
distinction, order of the coif, 
from the university of Iowa in 
1974.   

career:  After completing law school, Judge Ruigh 
engaged in the private practice of law with a firm in 
Ames, Iowa and served a term as a judicial magistrate 
until his appointment to the district court bench. 
Professional Activities:  Judge Ruigh is a member of the 
Iowa state Bar Association and the Blackstone Inn of 
court.  he received the Award of Merit from the Iowa 
Judges Association in 1998.  
 
Family:  Judge Ruigh is married. 

dale E. Ruigh 
district Judge

year of Appointment:  1997 

Background and Education:  
Born in dubuque, Iowa, Judge 
oeth attended drake university, 
earning his bachelor’s degree in 
1978 and his law degree in 1982.     

career:  From 1984 to 1997, 
Judge oeth worked as the 
Boone county Attorney.  he also 
practiced law privately from 
1986 to 1997.  he was appointed 
to the associate court bench in 

1997, and appointed to district court judge in 2010.

community Activities:  Judge oeth previously coached the 
Boone mock trial team for a number of years.     
Judge oeth has been active in his church, and was 
active in his children’s academic, athletic, and religious 
activities, including coaching baseball, football, and 
basketball teams, instructing religious education classes, 
and being on numerous school-related committees.  

Professional Activities:  Judge oeth is a member of 
the Iowa state Bar Association and the Iowa Judges 
Association.  he is past president of the Boone county Bar 
Association.  

Family and hobbies:  Judge oeth is married with two 
children, and became a first-time grandfather in January 
2012.  he enjoys visiting his grandson as frequently as 
time permits. 

steven J. oeth 
district Judge
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year of Appointment:  2006

Background and Education:  
Judge stoebe received his 
undergraduate degree from the 
university of south dakota in 
1977 and his law degree from 
the university of Iowa in 1980. 

career:  Judge stoebe was a law 
clerk for Judge Roy stephenson 
with the u.s. Eighth circuit 
court of Appeals, served as 
the humboldt county Attorney, 
and was in private practice 

with Stoebe Law Office.  He served as Humboldt County 
magistrate from 2001 through 2006.  Judge stoebe was 
appointed district associate judge in 2006 and, in 2011, 
was appointed district court judge.   

Professional Activities:  Judge stoebe is a member of the 
humboldt county Bar Association, the Iowa state Bar 
Association, and the Iowa Magistrates Association. 

Family:  Judge stoebe is married and has two children.

Kurt John stoebe 
district Judge

year of Appointment:  1992   

Background and Education:  
Born in Rochester, Minnesota, 
Judge wilke received his 
bachelor’s degree from the 
university of Minnesota in 1970.  
he earned his law degree from 
the university of north dakota 
in 1974. 

career:  Admitted to the 
practice of law in Iowa, 
Minnesota, and north dakota, 

Judge Wilke chose to work in a private practice law firm 
in Fort dodge, Iowa, from 1974 to 1992, working primarily 
in trial litigation.  he was appointed part-time judicial 
magistrate for webster county in 1977, and served 
until 1992.  For several years, Judge wilke served as 
an adjunct faculty member, teaching labor law at Iowa 
central community college.  he was appointed district 
court judge in 1992 and was appointed chief Judge of the 
second Judicial district in 2007.

Professional Activities:  Judge wilke was appointed by the 
Iowa supreme court to three commissions that involved 
clerk of court dealings with pro se litigants, forms for use 
by pro se litigants in family law litigation, and court debt 
collection.  he was previously a board member of the 
Iowa Judges Association. 
 
Family:  Judge wilke is married and has three sons.  

Kurt l. wilke 
chief Judge
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year of Appointment:  2011

Background and Education:  
Judge Ahlers was born and 
raised on an Iowa farm and in 
a small town.  he received his 
bachelor’s degree in finance, 
first in his class, curriculum, 
and major, from Iowa state 
university in 1991.  Judge Ahlers 
earned his law degree, with 
high distinction, order of the 
coif, and in the top 3.4-percent 
of his class, from the university 

of Iowa in 1994.  while at Iowa, he served as assistant 
director of the trial Advocacy Board, helping organize 
classes for and teach trial skills to fellow law school 
classmates.  Judge Ahlers was also a member of and two-
time published author in the Iowa Law Review. 

career:  For nearly 14 years, Judge Ahlers worked in the 
private practice of law, primarily in civil and criminal 
trial and litigation work.  Following private practice, 
he worked for three years in-house as claim counsel in 
the Bond and Financial Products claim group for the 
travelers companies, a multinational insurance company.  
Judge Ahlers managed, handled, adjusted, and resolved 
complex financial institution bond, errors and omissions, 
securities, and class action claims, and litigation involving 
banks, credit unions, investment companies, insurance 
companies, and other private and public companies on a 
nationwide and international basis.

community Activities:  Judge Ahlers served as a judge 
at numerous junior high and high school mock trial 
competitions throughout Iowa and has spoken at many 
career days or similar programs educating children on 
the legal profession, legal issues, and judicial careers.  

he was a coach and assistant coach for his local soccer 
and baseball associations, and officiated youth hockey as 
an on-ice official.  Judge Ahlers has been a lector at his 
local church and served on the finance council, including 
the position of president.  he also held various positions 
within the young lawyers division of the Iowa state Bar 
Association from 1997 through 2003, including executive 
council, chair of the long Range Planning committee, 
national conferences team, and president from 2001 to 
2002.

Professional Activities:  since 1998, Judge Ahlers has 
spoken at numerous continuing legal education seminars, 
presenting on Iowa case law update, summarizing 
nearly all published Iowa supreme court and court of 
Appeals decisions, and topics such as ethics, family law, 
and insurance issues. he is a member of the Iowa state 
Bar Association, serving on the board of the Iowa state 
Bar Foundation, Administrative committee, Board of 
governors, ways and Means committee, continuing legal 
Education committee, and as the co-chair and chair for 
the Annual Meeting committee. Judge Ahlers was also 
a Bar Examination grader for the Iowa Board of law 
Examiners from 2004 to 2006.  

Family and hobbies:  Judge Ahlers has two children, 
and he enjoys attending their activities.  he also enjoys 
reading, history, and sports. 

Paul B. Ahlers 
district Associate Judge
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year of Appointment:  2011 

Background and Education:  
Judge doyle was born in 
hutchinson, Kansas, one of 
seven children.  she graduated, 
summa cum laude, from 
creighton university in 1982 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration.  In 
1984, she earned her law 
degree, magna cum laude, from 
creighton university, where 
she was on the Creighton Law 

Review and published two articles: “state v. Bradley: 
Felony Murder Rule” and “Defining the Outer Boundaries 
of the ‘Drug Courier Profile’: Florida v. Royer.”  

career:  Following her law school graduation, Judge 
doyle clerked for norman Krivosha, chief Justice of the 
nebraska supreme court.  From 1985 to 2009, Judge doyle 
practiced in private law firms in Omaha, Nebraska and 
Fort dodge, Iowa. she was a sole practitioner from 2009 
until her appointment.   

community Activities:  Judge doyle was a board member 
and former president of the hospice Foundation.  she 
served as a board member and vice president for the Fort 
dodge self-supported Municipal Improvement district, and 
was a board member of lifeworks community services.  
Judge doyle was a board member for the young women’s 
christian Association.  she is a member of the holy trinity 
Roman catholic church, and is a former member of the st. 
Edmond catholic school Athletic and Music Booster clubs, 
and the creighton university Alumni senate.  she was a 
judge at mock trial tournaments.

Professional Activities:  Judge doyle is a member of the 
webster county Bar Association and the nebraska state 
Bar Association.  she is admitted to the practice of law 
in nebraska, Iowa, and north carolina.  Judge doyle is a 
member of the Iowa Judges Association.  she served on 
the Advisory committee on the study of the Iowa Attorney 
disciplinary system.  Judge doyle was on the state 2B 
Judicial nomination commission.  she served on the 
grievance commission of the Iowa supreme court and the 
webster county grievance commission.  
 
Family:  Judge doyle is married with four children.  

Angela l. doyle 
district Associate Judge
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year of Appointment:  2005

Background and Education:
Born in chicago, Ill., Judge Jahn 
is a graduate of the university 
of Illinois, earning his bachelor’s 
degree in 1972 and his master’s 
degree in 1976.  In 1982, he 
received his law degree from 
the university of Iowa, where he 
was note and comment Editor 
of the Iowa Law Review.

career:  After completing his 
master’s degree, Judge Jahn taught and coached at the 
high school level until joining the faculty at Iowa state 
university in 1976.  After graduating from law school, 
Judge Jahn engaged in the general practice of law with a 
private firm in Ames, Iowa.  From 1994 through 2005, he 
served as a story county magistrate.   

community Activities:  Judge Jahn served on the Ames 
Public library Foundation Board of directors, homeward 
Board of directors, and the Ames noon Rotary.  he 
volunteered as a mock trial coach and judge. 

Professional Activities:  Judge Jahn is a member of the 
story county, Iowa state, and American Bar Associations.  
he is a member of the Iowa Judges Association and served 
on various committees.  Judge Jahn was a member of the 
story county legal Aid society Board of directors.  he is a 
frequent speaker at seminars and workshops.

Family:  Judge Jahn is married and is a member of the 
northminster Presbyterian church.

lawrence E. Jahn 
district Associate Judge

year of Appointment:  2000
 
Background and Education:  
Judge Riley earned her 
undergraduate degree from 
sioux Falls college in 1985 
and her law degree from the 
university of south dakota in 
1988. 

career:  After receiving her law 
degree, Judge Riley served as a 
law clerk for the sixth Judicial 
circuit court in south dakota.  

she worked for the Iowa department of commerce, 
Banking division, before she served as an assistant 
county attorney for the child support Recovery division 
in carroll county.  At the time of her appointment to the 
bench, Judge Riley was the supervising attorney for the 
Marshalltown Public Defender’s Office.   

community Activities:  Judge Riley has volunteered for 
moot court judging. 

Professional Activities:  Judge Riley is a member of the 
Iowa Judges Association and served on the Juvenile 
Rules committee.  she volunteered for participation in 
the Adoption saturday program and guest speaking at a 
number of area colleges and organizations.  Judge Riley 
particularly enjoys mentoring young people interested 
in the law through job shadowing programs in her 
community.   

Kim M. Riley 
district Associate Judge
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year of Appointment:  2004

Background and Education:  
Judge whittenburg attended 
drake university, where she 
earned her bachelor’s degree 
in 1980 and her law degree in 
1986.   

career:  Prior to her 
appointment, Judge 
whittenburg served as clay 
county Magistrate from 1989 to 
2004.  she was engaged in the 

private practice of law from 1988 to her appointment. 

Professional Activities:  Judge whittenburg is a member 
of the clay county, Iowa state, and American Bar 
Associations.
Family:  Judge whittenburg is married and has one child.

year of Appointment:  1998

Background and Education:  
Judge lester received his 
bachelor’s degree from 
Augustana college in 1978, his 
doctor of dental surgery from 
the university of Iowa in 1982, 
and his law degree from the 
university of Iowa in 1990.  

career:  Judge lester was a 
practicing dentist from 1982 to 
1988 in Estherville, Iowa.  he 

was a practicing attorney in Estherville from 1991 until his 
appointment to the bench in 1998.  Judge lester served 
as Emmet county judicial hospitalization referee from 
1991 to his appointment and as assistant city attorney for 
Armstrong, Iowa, from 1991 until his appointment.   

community Activities:  Judge lester serves as the judicial 
consultant to the Integrated services Pathways Program 
administrative board in his sub-district.

david A. lester 
district Judge

nancy l. whittenburg 
district Judge
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year of Appointment:  2000 

Background and Education:  
Judge Bormann was born and 
raised in Emmetsburg, Iowa.  he 
received his bachelor’s degree 
from the university of south 
dakota in 1964, and also his law 
degree from the university of 
south dakota in 1966.  he was 
Editor-in-chief of the South 
Dakota Law Review from 1965 
through 1966. 

career:  After graduation from law school, Judge Bormann 
clerked for Federal Judge Axel J. Beck in Aberdeen, south 
dakota  he then worked in legal Aid on the Rosebud 
Indian Reservation in Mission, south dakota.  Judge 
Bormann returned to Emmetsburg and entered general 
private practice with Joseph hanson, les Pritchard, 
and John F. doran.  Judge Bormann remained in private 
practice for the next 32 years until being appointed 
district associate judge. 

community Activities:  during his general private practice 
years, Judge Bormann was involved in Kiwanis, st. Pat’s 
Association, Emmetsburg Jaycees, Emmetsburg little 
E-hawk wrestling club, and Emmetsburg E-hawk Booster 
club.   For approximately 25 years, Judge Bormann was on 
the board of directors of horizons unlimited. 

Professional Activities:  Judge Bormann was in charge of 
the presentations of the American Bar citizenship Awards 
in Palo Alto county until his appointment.  he is a member 
of the Palo Alto county, Iowa state, and American Bar 
Associations, and the Iowa Judges Association.
 
Family:  Judge Bormann is married and has three children. 

donald J. Bormann 
district Associate Judge
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year of Appointment:  1993 

Background and Education:  
Born in leMars, Iowa, Judge dull 
earned his bachelor’s degree 
from yale university in 1969.  In 
1973, Judge dull earned his law 
degree from drake university.    

career:  From 1969 to 1976, 
Judge dull served in the united 
states Army, spending six of 
those years with the Judge 
Advocate general corps. 

Judge dull’s professional experience includes working as 
the Plymouth county Attorney, general courts-Martial 
Prosecutor, legal instructor at the u.s. Army Intelligence 
center, and in the private practice of law. 

Professional Activities:  Judge dull is a member of the 
Iowa Judges Association legislative committee. 

Family:  Judge dull is married with three daughters and 
eleven grandchildren. 

year of Appointment:  2010 

Background and Education:  
Born in storm lake, Iowa, 
Judge Poulson was raised on 
his family’s farm, where they 
operated a cow/calf production.  
Judge Poulson graduated from 
the university of wyoming, with 
honors, in 1974.  he received 
his law degree from drake 
university in 1976. 

career:  For 34 years, Judge 
Poulson was in general private practice, with an emphasis 
on agricultural and business law.  

community Activities:  Judge Poulson was a founding 
board member of the woodbury county conservation 
Foundation.  he served on the st. luke’s college Board 
and is a former president. 

Professional Activities:  As a member of the woodbury, 
Iowa state, and American Bar Associations, Judge Poulson 
did committee work in general practice, agricultural, 
probate, and bankruptcy law.  

since becoming a district court judge, he has focused on 
developing new skills for his judgeship.  Although Judge 
Poulson has wide-ranging civil practice experience, he 
found that a steep learning curve comes with the skills 
necessary to be a judge.  this lead Judge Poulson to 
become involved in other professional and community 
activities other than as a general member and participant 
in bench and bar activities. 

Family and hobbies:  Judge Poulson is married and 
has two grown children.  He enjoys skiing, fishing, and 
hunting, and is involved in his family’s farm operation. 

Jeffrey l. Poulson 
district Judge

Robert J. dull 
district Associate Judge
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year of Appointment:  2000 

Background and Education:  
Judge hensley was born and 
raised in Atlantic, Iowa.  he has 
three brothers, and his parents 
owned a clothing store in town, 
teaching him a strong work 
ethic.  Judge hensley attended 
Atlantic high school, where 
he participated in basketball, 
track, and tennis.  he was 
also a member of the school 
newspaper staff and served 

as class president. he graduated in 1980, and attended 
Morningside college, receiving his bachelor’s degree 
in 1984 with a major in history and a minor in physical 
education.  After teaching for a year, he entered law 
school and graduated from the university of Iowa in 1988.    

career:  In 1988, Judge hensley joined the woodbury 
County Public Defender’s Office and was the first assistant 
in that office until his appointment district associate 
judge.   

community Activities:  Judge hensley was involved in 
different roles with Big Brothers/Big sisters and the 
Evening optimist club of sioux city, Iowa, holding 
leadership roles in both organizations.  since his 
appointment, Judge hensley has volunteered as a coach 
for various youth sports in which his children have 
participated. 

Professional Activities:  Judge hensley is a member of 
the woodbury county Bar Association, the Iowa state 
Bar Association, and the Iowa Judges Association.  he 
has served on the board of directors and as the co-
chair for the district Associate Judges committee for 
the Iowa Judges Association, and is a member of the 
disproportionate Minority contact subcommittee of the 
Juvenile Advisory council.  Judge hensley serves on the 
local Reality Education Alcohol Program Advisory Board 
and as a member of the woodbury county Jail Review 
committee.  

Family and hobbies:  Judge hensley is married with two 
sons and a daughter.  he enjoys golf, tennis, running, and 
attending university of Iowa sporting events. he is a loyal, 
long-suffering cubs fan.  

todd hensley 
district Associate Judge
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year of Appointment:  1997 

Background and Education:  
Judge Jarman was born in sioux 
city, Iowa, the eldest of four 
children.  he spent part of his 
childhood in norfolk, nebraska, 
but graduated from heelan 
high school in sioux city in 
1973.  Judge Jarman attended 
loras college and graduated, 
magna cum laude, in 1977.  he 
received his law degree from 
the university of Iowa in 1980.    

career:  For three years, Judge Jarman worked as 
assistant woodbury county Attorney.  he spent seven 
years in the private practice of law as an associate and 
then a partner in a Sioux City law firm.  Judge Jarman was 
an assistant u.s. attorney for the northern district of Iowa 
for six years.    

community Activities:  Judge Jarman was a volunteer 
counsel through the American Radio Relay league.  he 
assisted in the Right of christian Initiation of Adults 
program in his parish for several years and remains active 
as a lector at Mass.  he is a regular volunteer at the sioux 
city soup Kitchen, where he began working shortly after 
the program began many years ago.   

Professional Activities:  Judge Jarman is a member of 
the woodbury county Bar Association and the Iowa state 
Bar Association.  He is a former officer of the Sioux City 
lawyers’ club, and provided legal training to federal, 
state, and local law enforcement officers at various 
conferences while he was a federal prosecutor.  while 
in private practice, Judge Jarman participated in the 
Volunteer lawyers Project.  he is a member of the Iowa 
Judges Association and a member of the trial judges 
committee involved in preparing for the implementation 
of EDMS, the court’s new electronic filing system.         

Family and hobbies:  Judge Jarman is married and has 
three adult children.  he has been a licensed amateur 
radio operator for more than 40 years, and presently 
holds the Amateur Extra class license issued by the 
Fcc.  As a part of a being a “ham” radio operator, he 
assisted in providing volunteer communication services 
in emergency situations and for events such as RAgBRAI, 
Art splash, and saturday in the Park.  Judge Jarman is a 
Volunteer Examiner authorized to assist in conducting the 
examinations required by the Fcc to obtain an amateur 
radio license.  

dIstrIct 3b 
timothy t. Jarman 
district Associate Judge
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Mark J. Eveloff 
district Judge

year of Appointment:  1996

Background and Education:  
Born in council Bluffs, Iowa, 
Judge Eveloff received his 
undergraduate degree from the 
university of Iowa in 1971 and 
his law degree from creighton 
university in 1974.

career:  Judge Eveloff served 
as assistant city attorney for 
des Moines and assistant county 
attorney for Polk county.  he 

worked in a private practice firm from 1983 to 1995.  
Judge Eveloff was first appointed to district associate 
judge in 1996, and was appointed a district court judge in 
2010.

Professional Activities:  Judge Eveloff is a member of the 
Iowa Judges Association, the district Associate Judges 
committee, and the Juvenile Judges Association.  

Family:  Judge Eveloff is married and has two children. 

year of Appointment:  2005

Background and Education:  
Judge steensland earned his 
bachelor’s degree in political 
science from the university of 
Iowa in 1973 and his law degree 
from drake university in 1976.  

career:  For 15 years, Judge 
steensland was in the private 
practice of law, and served in 
the Public Defender’s Office for 
14 years.  

Professional Activities:  Judge steensland is a member 
of the Pottawattamie county Bar Association and the 
Iowa state Bar Association.  he was actively involved in 
establishing a drug court in Pottawattamie county. 

Family:  Judge steensland is married and has two grown 
children. 

gregory w. steensland 
district Judge
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year of Appointment:  1986 

Background and Education:  
Judge Richardson was born on 
Independence day in Jefferson, 
Iowa, in 1950.  he spent his 
childhood in the scranton area, 
where his parents operated 
a small dairy farm and his 
father was employed as a farm 
implement mechanic.  he 
graduated as valedictorian of 
scranton consolidated schools 
in 1968.  he completed his 

undergraduate degree at the university of northern Iowa 
in 1972, and graduated from law school, with distinction, 
from the university of Iowa in 1975.

career:  From 1975 to his appointment district judge in 
1986, Judge Richardson was a law partner with Barron 
& Richardson, a general private practice involving all 
aspects of the law, including trial work, probate, real 
estate, corporate, banking, domestic relations, and 
income tax.  Judge Richardson’s clients were primarily 
individuals and business entities located in the Audubon, 
carroll, and guthrie county areas.  he also served as city 
attorney for Audubon from 1975 to 1978, Bayard from 
1982 to 1986, and coon Rapids from 1980 to 1986.  Judge 
Richardson served as the Fourth Judicial district drug 
court Judge from 2003 to 2005.  since his appointment 
to district judge, the district has handled the largest 
volume of cases in the state per judge for 20 years.  
Judge Richardson has continually worked toward his 
goal of protection and service to the citizens of Iowa, 
and has attempted at all times to solve problems by the 
application of the law to the facts.  

As an attorney and as a judge, he has never been 
disciplined or cited for breach of professional ethics.  

community Activities:  Judge Richardson served as 
president of the Audubon chamber of commerce in 
1978, and was a board member of the Audubon Industrial 
development. he has been a volunteer coach and 
academic lecturer for Audubon community schools since 
1975.

Professional Activities:  since 1975,  Judge Richardson 
has been a member of the Audubon county, southwest 
Iowa, Iowa state, and American Bar Associations.  he 
was president of the Audubon county Bar Association 
from 1980-1986, and was vice president of the southwest 
Iowa Bar Association in 1985 and president in 1986.  he 
served on the Iowa state Bar Review committee in 1984 
through 1986 and the Bench Bar committee from 2002 
to 2006, co-chairing the committee from 2003 to 2006.  
Judge Richardson has been a member of the Iowa Judges 
Association since 1986, and served on the board of 
directors from 1998 to 2002, as secretary-treasurer from 
2003 to 2004, as president-elect in 2004 through 2005, 
and as president from 2005 to 2006.  From 1998 through 
2002, Judge Richardson was on the client security and 
Attorney disciplinary committee of the supreme court of 
Iowa, and was chairman from 1996 to 2002.     

Family:  Judge Richardson is married and has three 
children. he is a member of the Presbyterian church in 
Audubon.     

James M. Richardson 
district Judge
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year of Appointment:  2010 

Background and Education:  
Judge dreismeier was born in 
omaha, nebraska, in 1967.  he 
graduated from the university 
of nebraska at omaha in 1989 
with a major in criminal justice 
studies and a minor in political 
science.  Judge dreismeier 
received his law degree from 
creighton university in 1992.

career:  Prior to his 
appointment, Judge dreismeier 

was in the private practice of law from 1992 through 
2010.  while in private practice, he specialized in family 
law, bankruptcy, juvenile, and criminal law.  From 1995 to 
1996, he also acted as an assistant Pottawattamie county 
attorney, prosecuting primarily misdemeanor and criminal 
cases.  Judge dreismeier was admitted to practice law 
in Iowa and nebraska, both in federal and state court.
he has presided over adult criminal misdemeanor and 
juvenile court cases, with juvenile court cases comprising 
a majority of his caseload, since his apointment to district 
associate judge  

community Activities:  Judge dreismeier is a member 
of the council Bluffs centennial Rotary club, serving as 
charter president, board member, and membership chair.  
Judge dreismeier has been very actively involved with 
various committees and projects the club has undertaken, 
including those promoting literacy, education, community 
service, foundation, and membership.  At the district 
level, he served as an assistant district governor during 
the 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 Rotary years, and as an 
assistant district governor coordinator during the 2008-
2009 Rotary year.  As an assistant district governor, Judge 
dreismeier was the liaison between four local clubs and 
the district.  As the coordinator, all 11 assistant district 
governors reported to him for guidance, support, and 
feedback to better their individual clubs and the district 
as a whole.  while he was a practicing attorney, Judge 
dreismeier delivered various presentations to different 
groups.  Judge dreismeier assisted with the preparation of 
a local high school mock trial team for competition.  

Professional Activities:  From July 2010 until his 
appointment, Judge dreismeier was president of the 
Pottawattamie county Bar Association, and also served 
as its vice president from 2009 to 2010.  From 2008 to 
2010, he served on the Pottawattamie county Judicial 
Magistrate Appointing commission.  Judge dreismeier 
was an Iowa Bar Examination grader from 2005 to 2010.  
since becoming a judge, he is now a member of the Iowa 
Judges Association, and served on the judge’s education 
curriculum committee and the retention committee.  he 
participated in the child Abuse and neglect Institute 
sponsored by the national council for Juvenile and Family 
court Judges.  Judge dreismeier has also taken part in 
several panel presentations to social workers and family 
service providers for child abuse and neglect cases.    

Family and hobbies:  Judge dreismeier is married and has 
a son.  he has two sisters, one older and one younger.
when Judge dreismeier is not working, family time is 
important.  together, his family enjoys travelling, biking, 
walking, hiking, playing games, or just each other’s 
company.  now that his son is getting older, they enjoy 
golfing together.  Judge Dreismeier enjoys being outdoors 
or working in his yard, which he finds very relaxing.  He 
spends a significant amount of time working with his 
Rotary club.

craig Michael dreismeier 
district Associate Judge
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year of Appointment:  2010   

Background and Education:  
Born in Ida grove, Iowa, 
Judge hefner was raised in 
cushing, Iowa.  he graduated 
from Eastwood high school in 
correctionville, Iowa, in 1971.  
he received his bachelor’s 
degree, with honors, in history 
from the university of northern 
Iowa in 1975, and his law degree 
from drake university in 1978. 

career:  After graduating from 
law school, Judge hefner worked in clinton, Iowa, with 
the private practice firm of Shaff, Farwell & Senneff 
as an associate.  From 1979 to 1982, he worked as an 
associate with Van werden & hulse in Adel, Iowa, and 
was a partner in the firm from 1982 through 2000.  Judge 
hefner was a shareholder in hefner & Bergkamp, P.c. in 
Adel from 2000 to 2010.  Although Judge hefner’s practice 
was general, it was always weighted toward litigation, 
particularly personal injury and property damage, 
commercial, probate, insurance, and domestic cases.  he 
practiced predominately in the Fifth Judicial district, but 
he handled cases in virtually all other judicial districts 
in Iowa and in the u.s. district court for the southern 
district of Iowa.  Judge hefner also argued appellate 
cases before the Eighth circuit court of Appeals, the Iowa 
supreme court, and the Iowa court of Appeals.  

community Activities:  Judge hefner served on the board 
for Adel Enterprises, Inc., as chair from 2006 to 2008 and 
as a board member until 2010.  he is also a contributing 
member of Adel Partners and served as chair of the west 
Metro Regional Airport Authority Board in 2008 through 
2010.  Judge hefner is a past board member and former 
president of the dallas county care Facility. he was the 
president of the Adel Rotary club from 1985 to 1986.  he 
was a mock trial coach for Adel-de soto-Minburn (AdM) 
Middle school and high school, and a board member 
of the AdM scholarship Foundation from 2002 to 2010.  

Judge hefner was a board member of the American civil 
liberties union of Iowa and served on the dallas county 
compensation Board from 1998 to 2000 and has continued 
to serve since 2002.  he is a member of the university 
of northern Iowa’s President’s club and the university 
of northern Iowa Foundation as the donor for the Randy 
& connie hefner scholarship for college of social & 
Behavioral sciences and the connie and Randy hefner 
Early childhood Education scholarship.   

Professional Activities:  Judge hefner has authored 
numerous outlines and articles for professional 
organizations, including the Iowa Association for Justice, 
the Iowa state Bar Association, and the dallas county 
Bar Association.  Judge hefner is admitted to the bar in 
the state of Iowa, the Eighth circuit of the united states 
court of Appeals, the u.s. district court for the southern 
district of Iowa, and u.s. district court for the northern 
district of Iowa.  he is a member of the American Bar 
Association and the Iowa state Bar Association, serving on 
the litigation section and general Practice section of the 
Iowa state Bar Association.   Judge hefner is a member 
of American Association for Justice  and served on the 
board of governors from 1991 to 1994, chaired the Amicus 
curiae committee from 1994 to 1996, and received the 
Key Person Award in 1991.  Judge hefner joined the dallas 
county Bar Association in 1979 and is a past president.   
he received the Extraordinary service Award in 1992 
from the Volunteer lawyers Project.  Judge hefner has 
been Martindale-hubbell© Peer Review Rated for Ethical 
standards and legal Ability, AV rating since 1999.  

Family and hobbies:  Judge hefner is married and has one 
son.  He enjoys traveling with his wife, fishing, golfing, 
and reading.   

Randy V. hefner 
district Judge
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year of Appointment:  2010

Background and Education: 
Judge Mccall was born and 
raised in newton, Iowa, 
graduating from newton high 
school in 1972.  In high school, 
Judge Mccall was involved in a 
variety of activities, including 
swimming, which he continued 
in college as a member of 
the university of Iowa varsity 
swimming team.  After 
graduating from the university 

of Iowa, Judge Mccall attended law school at drake 
University.  He was a member of the law school’s first 
mock trial team, and was honored for his student trial 
skills by the national trial lawyers Association.  he was 
also honored for graduating in the top ten-percent of his 
class and was inducted into the order of the coif.   

career:  Following his graduation from law school, Judge 
McCall joined what later became Brierly Law Office, 
where his father was also an attorney, in newton.  
Although he initially pursued a general practice, Judge 
Mccall’s practice quickly evolved to be exclusively trial-
oriented.  he represented litigants in personal injury 
cases, criminal cases, and family law matters.  Judge 
McCall achieved certification in both civil and criminal 
trial advocacy by the national Board of legal specialty 
Certification.  He was one of fewer than 30 attorneys 
nationwide to be certified in two areas of specialty.  
he was appointed as a standby judicial hospitalization 
referee for Jasper county and assumed all of the 
responsibilities of the hospitalization referee for the 
county, serving in that capacity for nearly 20 years.

community Activities:  Judge Mccall was actively involved 
with a variety of community and non-profit organizations, 
including leadership positions in both the united way 
and American cancer society fund drives.  he served 
as board member on a number of non-profit agencies, 
including several devoted to assisting individuals with 
substance abuse problems and another directed at 
helping underprivileged youth.  Judge Mccall also tutored 
students in mock trial activities and coached mock trial 
students at the junior high and high school levels, also 
serving as the head coach of the grinnell college mock 
trial team for five years.  He is still heavily involved in 
swimming, and officiates swimming events of all types, 
including at the ncAA division I men’s swimming meet 
annually and at both the men’s and women’s Big ten 
swimming championships. 

Professional Activities:  during his legal career, 
Judge Mccall has been involved in a variety of legal 
organizations, including the Jasper county Bar 
Association, the Iowa state Bar Association, the American 
Board of trial Attorneys, and the Iowa Judges Association.  
he was a member of the board of governors of the Iowa 
Association for Justice, and served as the president-elect 
until his appointment.     

Family and hobbies:  Judge Mccall is married with 
three daughters.  In addition to swimming and water 
sports, Judge Mccall’s enjoys spending time with family, 
traveling, cooking, and home remodeling projects. 

Brad Mccall 
district Judge
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Background and Education:  
Judge Rickers was born in 
denison, Iowa, and raised on 
a family farm near Vail, Iowa, 
with a younger brother and 
sister. he worked on the farm 
through the end of college, 
helping raise cattle and hogs 
and helping with the row crop 
grain operation.  Judge Rickers 
was active in 4-h, church 
activities, athletics, and music 
through high school.  he also 

worked as a part-time announcer at a local radio station 
during high school and college.  In 1978, Judge Rickers 
graduated, with honors, from Ar-we-Va high school and 
received a national Merit scholarship.  Judge Rickers 
was active in his college career at Iowa state university, 
participating in student government, the student radio 
station, various university activities and committees, and 
intramural sports. he received his undergraduate degree 
in political science in 1983.  he earned his law degree 
from the university of nebraska-lincoln in 1986.  

career:  From 1986 until his appointment, Judge Rickers 
worked in general private practice in newton, Iowa.  his 
focus was on general civil and criminal litigation, family 
law, estate planning, probate, real estate transactions, 
business entities, and tax law. he served as a part-time 
judicial magistrate from 2005 until appointment to 
district court judge in 2010.  

community Activities:  For 15 years, Judge Rickers 
coached the newton Middle school mock trial team and 
judged at middle school, high school and college mock 
trial competitions.  he has assisted the Iowa state Bar 
Association young lawyers division state fair mock trial 
presentations.  he also served as local counsel for the 
local school board and hospital board.  he served as a 
Big Brothers/Big sisters mentor and assisted with local 
Boy scout activities.  Judge Rickers has been a volunteer 
speaker at local schools covering various legal issues 
and has coached youth basketball for the local yMcA. 
In 1999, he received the newton community Education 
Association’s Friend of Education Award.  he volunteered 
time to set up non-profit corporations for various local 
civic groups, including Jasper county Empowerment 
Board, newton Athletic Booster club, newton Music 
Booster club, and local economic development entities.  

Judge Rickers held leadership positions in the newton 
Jaycees, Iowa Jaycees, and the Foundation for Iowa 
Jaycees charities.  In 1997, he was named one of ten 
outstanding young Iowans by the Iowa Jaycees.  Judge 
Rickers served as director and president of both the 
greater newton Area chamber of commerce and the 
Jasper county Alliance for Economic development.  he 
was also a board member and legal advisor to the newton 
development corporation.  Judge Rickers served as 
director and president of the newton Rotary club and 
served as director and president, as well as advisor, to 
the Rotary student Builders company and as host for the 
Rotary International student Exchange.  Judge Rickers 
served two terms as church Elder and taught sunday 
school to middle school and high school students.  

Professional Activities:  For more than 20 years, Judge 
Rickers accepted pro bono cases through the Volunteer 
lawyers Project.  he has been a member of the 
Jasper county Bar Association and the Iowa state Bar 
Association (IsBA) since 1986.  Judge Rickers served 
on the IsBA Agricultural law section council for two 
years and received the IsBA community service Award 
in 2001.  From 2001 to 2008, Judge Rickers served on 
the Iowa supreme court grievance commission.   since 
2009, Judge Rickers has served on a work group that is 
charged with devising reforms and recommendations to 
improve the processes associated with the involuntary 
hospitalization of mentally ill citizens.  Judge Rickers 
has spoken to civic groups and has made presentations 
to legislative subcommittees regarding mental health 
law reform.  he has been a trainer/speaker at the 
annual Judicial Magistrate conference and for the Iowa 
Association of sheriffs and deputies, as well as a training 
facilitator at the annual conference for IsBA and the Iowa 
Judges Association.  he currently serves on an ad hoc 
committee addressing standards and guidelines for media 
coverage in the courts.   
 
Family and hobbies:  Judge Rickers is married and has a 
daughter and a son.  he enjoys attending sporting events, 
music events, and golfing.  He is a season ticket holder 
for Iowa state university football and basketball games. 
Judge Rickers is a nAscAR fan and enjoys watching races 
at the Iowa speedway.  

terry Rickers 
district Judge
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year of Appointment:  2005 

Background and Education:  
Judge cobb was born in 
chicago, Ill., the middle of 
three sisters.  her father was a 
lawyer, and the family relocated 
to des Moines, Iowa, when 
Judge cobb was an infant.  
during her pre-teen years, 
she was involved in the des 
Moines community Playhouse 
and drama workshop.  she 
graduated from Roosevelt high 

school, with honors.  Judge cobb received her bachelor’s 
degree in theatre in 1978.  she earned her law degree, 
order of the Barristers, from drake law school in 1982, 
and received the lewis F. Powell Award for Excellence in 
Appellate Advocacy. 

career:  Judge cobb worked in the private practice 
of law, primarily in insurance and criminal defense, in 
cedar Rapids, Iowa, and des Moines.  she also worked 
as a prosecutor with the dallas county Attorney’s 
Office.  From 1988 to 1993, Judge Cobb was a faculty 
member of grandview college in business and creative 
and performing arts.  In 1995, she was appointed to 
serve as dallas county magistrate, and served until her 
appointment to district associate judge in 2005. 

Professional Activities:  Judge cobb is a member of 
the Polk county Bar Association, the Iowa state Bar 
Association, and the Iowa Judges Association.  

Virginia cobb
district Associate Judge

year of Appointment:  2005

Background and Education:  
Born in dunkirk, n.y., Judge 
Parker has been a resident 
of Iowa since 1977, after he 
completed his bachelor’s degree 
at gannon university.  he 
attended law school at drake 
university and graduated in 
1979. 

career:  Admitted to the bar in 
1980, Judge Parker was a law 
clerk to the honorable James 

P. denato for a year. while in private practice, he served 
as assistant warren county attorney from 1981 to 1989, 
then served as warren county Attorney from 1989 to 2002.  
From 2003 until his appointment to district associatie 
judge, Judge Parker was in the private practice of law 
with the firm of Elgin, Patin & Parker.  Since 2010, Judge 
Parker has presided over Family Recovery court and owI 
court.

community Activities:  Judge Parker has been a member 
of the Indianola lions since 1981 and is a past president.  
he is currently the Flag day chair and tail twister 
committee chair.  A member of the Knights of columbus 
council 5032 since 1986, Judge Parker is a Past grand 
Knight. 
 
He was the financial council chair of the St. Thomas 
Aquinas Parish and is a member of the building committee 
and vocations committee.  Judge Parker served as a mock 
trial coach and judge. he is also a serra club member.

Professional Activities:  Judge Parker is a member of the 
warren county Bar Association and the Iowa state Bar 
Association.  he was an adjunct professor at simpson 
college from 1988 to 2004.  Judge Parker was the 
legislative committee chair and the civil committee chair 
for the Iowa county Attorneys Association.      

Family:  Judge Parker is married and has four children.   

Kevin Parker 
district Associate Judge
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year of Appointment:  1999

Background and Education:  
Judge ovrom was born and 
raised in Keosauqua, Iowa, in 
Van Buren county.  For Judge 
ovrom, it was a great place to 
grow up in the 1950s and ‘60s.  
she graduated from Van Buren 
community high school in 1971.  
Because it was a small school, 
Judge ovrom was able to be 
involved in many activities, 
including drama, yearbook, and 
the golf team.  Judge ovrom 

graduated from coe college, magna cum laude, in 1975, 
and spent a semester of her college career studying 
abroad in costa Rica.  she earned her law degree, with 
high honors, from the university of Iowa in 1979.

career:  Before her appointment to the bench, Judge 
Ovrom’s career was in public service.  She served as first 
assistant Polk county attorney for the civil bureau.  

community Activities:  Judge ovrom was chairperson 
of the des Moines Public library Board of trustees, and 
served on the des Moines Public library Foundation.  she 
volunteered for activities involving her children, including 
Boy scouts and show choir and drama parent groups.  

Professional Activities:  Judge ovrom has been active in 
local, state, and national bar associations, including the 
Polk county, Iowa state, and American Bar Associations, 

the Polk county women Attorneys, and the c. Edwin 
Moore Inn of Court, and she has held several offices 
and served on several committees of various legal 
organizations.  she served as the district director for 
the national Association of women Judges and chaired 
the Alternative dispute Resolution committee of the 
Iowa Judges Association.  she currently serves on the 
state child support Advisory committee and the state 
child support guideline Review committee.  Judge 
ovrom recently served on the Iowa civil Justice Reform 
task Force and co-chaired the task force’s discovery 
subcommittee.  she has been a frequent speaker at 
continuing legal education seminars.  Judge ovrom helped 
train new judges in the area of family law, allowing her to 
meet with newly-appointed judges and more experienced 
judges on the faculty.  she learned a great deal from 
these experiences and enjoyed working with newer judges 
as they begin their careers.  through these experiences, 
she has worked with interns from drake university law 
school, allowing them to observe and practice courtroom 
skills that are not available in the classroom, and bringing 
a fresh perspective to the courthouse.  Judge ovrom is 
appointed to serve on a judicial branch trial management 
training team, as part of a group of judges who train 
other judges in managing their courtrooms to provide fair 
and efficient trials.

Family:  Judge ovrom is married with two adult sons. 

Eliza J. ovrom
district Judge

year of Appointment:  2011

Background and Education:  
Raised in davenport, Iowa, 
Judge gunderson attended 
the university of san diego, 
graduating with her bachelor’s 
degree in 1984.  she received 
her law degree from the 
university of Iowa in 1988.

career:  After graduating from 
law school, Judge gunderson 
moved to des Moines, Iowa, 

and served as assistant Polk county attorney from 1989 
to 1997.  she served as secretary of the Iowa senate from 
1997 to 1998.   

Professional Activities:  Judge gunderson is a member 
of the Polk county Bar Association, the Iowa state Bar 
Association, Polk county women Attorneys, and the Iowa 
Judges Association.

Family and hobbies:  Judge gunderson is married with 
three children.  

Mary Pat gunderson
district Judge
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Romonda d. Belcher
district Associate Judge

year of Appointment:  2010 

Background and Education:  
A native of Plymouth, n.c., 
Judge Belcher’s childhood 
dream was to become a judge 
because she believed judges 
were in a position to make a 
difference.  she earned her 
bachelor’s degree, with honors, 
from howard university in 1990 
and her law degree from drake 
university in 1995. 

career:  upon her appointment 
to the bench in 2010, Judge Belcher became the first 
African American female judge in the state of Iowa. Prior 
to her appointment, Judge Belcher served as an assistant 
Polk county attorney for 15 years, prosecuting juvenile, 
criminal, and civil cases.  

community Activities:  Judge Belcher serves as a 
mentor to law students and is actively involved in youth 
programming and development at her church.  she has 
given a number of speeches to encourage young people to 
“believe in themselves, know their purpose, follow their 
passion, and live their dreams.”  In 2001, Judge Belcher 
had the distinct honor of presenting the commencement 
address at her alma mater, drake university law school, 
entitled “Having It, Defined.”   In 2010, Judge Belcher was 
awarded the citizen of the year Award by the omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity.  In 2011, Judge Belcher was presented the 
history Makers Award from the African American women’s 
leadership conference. 

Professional Activities:  Judge Belcher is a member of 
the Iowa state Bar Association and serves as a district 5 
Representative, as well as an Iowa Bar Association Fellow.  
she is a member of the Polk county Bar Association and 
the Iowa national Bar Association.  Judge Belcher is a 
member of the Iowa organization of women Attorneys 
and is a Master in the c. Edwin Moore Inn of court.  In 
June 2008, she received the gertrude Rush Award from 
the Iowa organization of women Attorneys and the Iowa 
national Bar Association.  she was recognized by the Polk 
County Women Attorneys as the first recipient of the 
willie stevenson glanton Award in March 2011.  

Family and hobbies:  Away from the bench, Judge Belcher 
enjoys jewelry design, dramatic acting, poetry and 
writing, physical fitness, and spending quality time with 
her family in north carolina. Judge Belcher is single and 
resides in des Moines.



37 Voter Information

Judicial Biographies

dIstrIct 5c

year of Appointment:  2001 
 
Background and Education:  
Judge coppola received 
her bachelor’s degree from 
creighton university in 1973.  
she earned her law degree, with 
honors, order of the coif, from 
drake university in 1980.  

career:  For 21 years, Judge 
coppola worked in the private 
practice of law.   

Professional Activities:  while in private practice, Judge 
coppola served on many committees, including the client 
security commission, Polk county Family law committee, 
and the Polk county grievance committee.  she is a 
member of the Polk county Bar Association, the Iowa 
state Bar Association, and the Iowa Judges Association.

carol l. coppola
district Associate Judge

gregory Brandt
district Associate Judge

year of Appointment:  1997

Background and Education:  
Born in ottumwa, Iowa, 
Judge Brandt graduated from 
ottumwa high school in 1980.  
he attended drake university, 
where he graduated with 
degrees in accounting and 
corporate finance in 1984.  He 
received his law degree, also 
from drake university, in 1987.   

career:  After graduating 
from law school, Judge Brandt 

worked as a law clerk for the Eighth Judicial district 
of the state of Iowa until 1988.  From 1988 to 1995, he 
was an assistant Polk county attorney.  After leaving the 
Polk County Attorney’s Office, Judge Brandt became an 
associate with hyland, laden & Pearson, P.c., practicing 
in the area of general litigation.

Professional Activities:  since his appointment to district 
Associate Judge, Judge Brandt has been involved in 
all aspects concerning the use of technology in the 
courts.  Judge Brandt served as a liaison for the Fifth 
Judicial district on the court technology Infra structure 
Project’s steering committee, cJIn subcommittee, and 
the IcIs state steering committee.  he also chaired the 
Judicial technology committee.  he is a member of the 
Polk county, Iowa state, and American Bar Associations, 
the Iowa Judges Association, and the American Judges 
Association. 
 
Family and hobbies:  Judge Brandt is married with two 
children.  outside of court, he has participated in various 
committees, with his church, and with his children’s 
school and sporting activities.  
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year of Appointment:  1986

Background and Education:  
Judge Egly received her 
bachelor’s degree from st. olaf 
college in 1971 and her law 
degree from drake university in 
1974.  

career:  After graduating from 
law school, Judge Egly served 
as assistant attorney general 
for the state of Iowa until 1977.  
while in private practice, she 
was a part-time magistrate and 

part-time hearing officer for the State of Iowa until her 
appointment to district associate judge.

carol s. Egly
district Associate Judge

dIstrIct 5c

year of Appointment:  2001

Background and Education:  
Judge Jacobs earned her 
bachelor’s degree, with 
distinction, from the university 
of Minnesota and her law 
degree, with honors, order of 
the coif, from drake university.

career:  Judge Jacobs served 
as assistant city attorney for 
des Moines, Iowa, and was 
also in the private practice 
of law.  From 1997 until her 

appointment as district associate judge, she served as 
Polk county magistrate.

Professional Activities:  Judge Jacobs is a member of 
the Polk county Bar Association, the Iowa state Bar 
Association, the American Judges Association, the national 
Association of women Judges, and the c. Edwin Moore Inn 
of court.

louise M. Jacobs
district Associate Judge
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year of Appointment:  2001

Background and Education:  
Judge Price received his 
bachelor’s degree from drake 
university in 1970 and his 
law degree from the same 
institution in 1972.  

career:  From 1970 to 1976, 
Judge Price served in the Iowa 
national guard.  Judge Price 
has worked as a trust officer, an 
assistant Polk county attorney, 
and in general private practice  

      of law.  

Professional Activities:  Judge Price is a member of the 
Polk county Bar Association and the Iowa state Bar 
Association.

Family:  Judge Price is married and has two children. 

william Price
district Associate Judge

dIstrIct 5c

year of Appointment:  2010

Background and Education:  
Judge seymour graduated 
from Madrid high school in 
Madrid, Iowa.  she received 
her associate of arts degree, 
with honors, from Iowa central 
community college in 1993, and 
was a member of the national 
honor society and who’s who in 
America Junior colleges.  she 
graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in political science from 
the university of Iowa in 1995.  

Judge seymour received both a master’s degree in public 
administration and a law degree from drake university 
in 1999.  she graduated from law school with honors, 
including the cAlI Excellence for the Future Award for the 
top grade in Family law seminar. 

career:  In 1997, Judge seymour was a judicial intern 
for Fifth Judicial district Judge Artis Reis and worked at 
the youth law center in des Moines, Iowa.  From 1999 
until her appointment to the bench, she worked for the 
Juvenile Public Defender’s Office. 

she represented juveniles in child in need of Assistance 
(cInA) and delinquency cases, adults in criminal cases 
ranging from simple misdemeanors to first-degree 
murder, wrote appellate briefs for cInA cases involving 
termination of parent rights and placement issues, and 
participated in numerous mediations, staffings, and home 
visits.   

community Activities:  Judge seymour volunteers as a 
guest speaker for high school career fairs, government 
classes, and sociology classes.   

Professional Activities:  while at the Juvenile Public 
Defender’s Office, Judge Seymour volunteered to work on 
a technology committee to design a new client database, 
and was invited to serve as teaching staff for trial 
Advocacy training for new attorneys.  

Rachael E. seymour 
district Associate Judge
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Marsha M. Beckelman
district Judge

year of Appointment:  2003

Background and Education:  
Judge Beckelman earned her 
bachelor’s degree from Illinois 
state university in 1979 and her 
law degree from the university 
of Iowa in 1988.  

career:  Judge Beckelman 
served as assistant city attorney 
for hiawatha, Iowa, and lisbon, 
Iowa, and was in private 
practice from 1988 until her 
appointment.

Professional Activities:  Judge Beckelman is a member 
of the linn county, Iowa state, and American Bar 
Associations, and has served on several judicial 
committees. 

Family:  Judge Beckelman is married with one child. 

stephen B. Jackson, Jr. 
district Judge

year of Appointment:  2010

Background and Education:  
Judge Jackson was born 
and raised in cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, graduating from Regis 
high school.  he received his 
undergraduate degree from 
the university of notre dame 
in 1988, and was a dockweiler 
Medal recipient for his senior 
philosophy thesis. Judge Jackson 
earned his law degree, with 
distinction, from the university 
of Iowa in 1991.

career:  Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge 
Jackson worked in private practice with a law firm in 
chicago, Ill., from 1991 to 1994.  he returned to Iowa to 
work in the private practice of law in cedar Rapids for 
the next 16 years, until he was appointed district judge in 
2010. 

community Activities:  Before joining the court, Judge 
Jackson served on the boards of various organizations, 
including young Parents network, the linn county 
community Empowerment Board, and Foundation 2, 
as well as volunteering for united way.  Judge Jackson 
participated as a judge of mock trial and moot court 
competitions, and assisted coaching a local mock trial 
team.  he was a member of the board of directors of 
Mediation services of Eastern Iowa and served on the linn 
county Magistrate Appointing commission from 2009 to 
2010.  Judge Jackson, with his law firm, received the 2000 
Iowa state Bar Association Pro Bono Award.  

Professional Activities:  Judge Jackson has presented at 
various continuing education seminars.  he is a member 
of the linn county Bar Association, the Iowa state Bar 
Association, the Iowa Judges Association, and the dean 
Mason ladd Inn of court. 

Family:  Judge Jackson is married and has one child. 
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year of Appointment:  2010 

Background and Education:  
Judge Miller was born in west 
union, Iowa.  In 1973, he 
received his undergraduate 
degree, with the highest 
distinction, from the university 
of northern Iowa, and was 
awarded the Purple and old 
gold Award for Meritorious 
scholarship in Political science.  
he received his law degree from 
the university of Iowa, with 
distinction, in 1976.  

career:  For 34 years, Judge Miller was engaged in the 
criminal and civil trial practice of law.  From 1976 to 
1978, he was the assistant woodbury county attorney, and 
from 1978 to 1980, he was the woodbury county Public 
defender.  Judge Miller was the assistant Iowa attorney 
general with the Area Prosecutions division from 1980 to 
1984.  he entered the private practice of law in 1984, and 
worked until his appointment in 2010.   

community Activities:  Judge Miller was a member of the 
Rotary, northwest Iowa domestic Abuse council, and his 
church council. 

Professional Activities:  A past member of the Iowa 
Association for Justice, Judge Miller served on the board 
of governors from 1998 until 2009.  he was chairperson 
of the Iowa Association for Justice’s criminal law core 
group.  Judge Miller frequently speaks on the topic of 
criminal law at continuing legal education seminars. 

Family:  Judge Miller is married with two daughters. 

Paul d. Miller
district Judge
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year of Appointment:  2005

Background and Education:  
Judge turner attended the 
university of Minnesota and 
received his bachelor’s degree 
in 1976.  he earned his law 
degree from the university of 
Iowa in 1979.  

career:  For 26 years, Judge 
turner worked in the private 
practice of law.  

Professional Activities:  Judge turner is a member of 
the linn county Bar Association, the Iowa state Bar 
Association, and the Iowa Association for Justice. 

Family:  Judge turner is married and has two children and 
two step-children. 

Mitchell E. turner
district Judge

dIstrIct 6

year of Appointment:  1999 

Background and Education:  
Judge Russell was educated at 
grinnell college and attended 
law school at the university of 
Iowa.  
  
career:  Judge Russell is a 
united states Army veteran.  
From 1978 through 1980, he 
served as an assistant Johnson 
county attorney.  From 1980 
until his appointment to the 
bench, Judge Russell was in the 

private practice of law.  He served as the first counsel to 
the Iowa city Police citizens Review Board.  Judge Russell 
was appointed to district court judge in 1999 and is the 
Assistant chief Judge of the sixth Judicial district. 

community Activities:  Prior to his appointment, Judge 
Russell was active as a volunteer in his community, 
including serving nine years as chair of the Iowa city 
historic Preservation commission.  he served on the board 
of governors of the churchill center in washington, d.c.  

Professional Activities:  Judge Russell is a member of the 
Johnson county Bar Association, the dean Mason ladd 
Inn of court, and the Iowa Judges Association.  since 
his appointment, Judge Russell has become active in 
committee work with the bar association, chairing the 
Johnson county security committee and the Johnson 
county Magistrate selection commission.  he is a member 
of the Johnson county criminal Justice coordinating 
committee.
 
Family and hobbies:  Judge Russell is married and has four 
step-children.  he is a historian and has published two 
books about sir winston churchill, most recently Winston 
Churchill Soldier, The Military Life of a Gentleman at 
War.

douglas s. Russell 
district Judge
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year of Appointment:  2010 

Background and Education:  
Judge Minot was born in 
the small Virginia town of 
Rustburg.  her father, a factory 
worker, and her mother 
sacrificed to send her to Wake 
Forest university, where she 
graduated, with honors, in 
1980.  Judge Minot then put 
herself through law school and 
graduated in 1983 from the 
university of Virginia, receiving 
the Faculty and the Virginia 

trial lawyers Association Awards.  

career:  After being admitted to the Maryland Bar, Judge 
Minot began her legal career as a prosecutor for the 
city of Baltimore.  In 1986, she entered private practice 
with a small business and civil litigation firm, trying 
cases in state and federal court and becoming active 
in bar association, civic, and political activities.  In 
1991, she was hired by the Maryland Attorney general 
and appointed as deputy counsel for the department of 
Juvenile services.  when Judge Minot and her husband 
moved to Iowa city in 1991, she became an assistant 
Johnson county attorney, handling juvenile cases.  she 
transferred to the criminal division in 2005, where she 
prosecuted domestic violence, drug, and other violent 
crimes.

community Activities:  In 1988, Judge Minot was 
appointed the youngest-ever member of the Baltimore 
civil service commission, and in 1990, she was appointed 
to the city charter Revision commission.  she continued 
her civil service in Iowa, graduating from the Iowa city 
Area chamber of commerce community leadership 
Program in 1991 and serving on local boards related 
to juvenile issues.  In 2003, Judge Minot received the 
systems unlimited Professional of the year Award.  

Judge Minot has been an active member of the First 
Presbyterian church as an Elder, chair of the Endowment 
committee, and member of the columbarium task Force.  
she has taught adult education classes, sunday school 
classes to all ages, and has served as a Confirmation 
sponsor for four young women.

Professional Activities:  throughout her career as a 
prosecutor, Judge Minot conducted training for lawyers, 
law enforcement officers, social workers, teachers, and 
medical professionals, including presenting at state 
and national conferences.  Judge Minot served on the 
supreme court Juvenile Rules committee and the Iowa 
county Attorney’s Association Juvenile committee for 
several years.  In 2002, she was honored for her service 
by the court-Appointed special Advocate Program.  Judge 
Minot has taught continuing education classes for local 
juvenile lawyers and social workers, served on the sixth 
Judicial district scheduling committee, and presented 
the “Juvenile law update” at the state Public defender’s 
conference this year.  she is a member of the Iowa 
Judges Association and the national council of Juvenile 
and Family court Judges. 

Family and hobbies:  Judge Minot is married and has 
two sons.  she enjoys spending time reading, gardening, 
scrapbooking, and needlework, keeping in touch with 
extended family and friends who live all over the country, 
traveling, and watching sports.  she especially enjoys 
watching baseball, college basketball, and anything 
hawkeye.  she is a lifelong Baltimore orioles fan and, for 
better or worse, has become a cubs fan. 

deborah Farmer Minot
district Associate Judge
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year of Appointment:  1985

Background and Education:  
Judge spande was born in 
caledonia, Minn., and grew 
up in Mabel, Minn., where she 
graduated from Mabel-canton 
high school in 1968.  she 
received a bachelor’s degree in 
social studies with a history core 
from Mankato state university 
in 1972.  Judge spande then 
taught high school social studies 
and was an elementary and 
secondary school librarian in 

Ayrshire, Iowa, from 1972 to 1975.  she received her law 
degree from the university of Iowa in 1977.  

career:  From 1977 through 1985 Judge spande 
was employed as an assistant linn county attorney, 
prosecuting misdemeanor and felony cases, and during 
her last year with that office was assigned to the civil 
division.  her employment with linn county was part-time 
between 1979 and 1985, as she also maintained a part-
time private law practice in cedar Rapids, Iowa, handling 
predominately family law and real estate matters.  

community Activities:  Judge spande is active in her 
church’s functions, including outreach and various 
activities of the Boys and girls club site located at her 
church.  

Professional Activities:  since her appointment to the 
bench, Judge spande has attended numerous state 
and national conferences on child welfare, domestic 
violence, and drunk/drugged driving, and presented on 
the same issues at state and local professional training 
conferences.  she also assists in the preparation of 
training materials and the training of new judges in the 
areas of traffic court and small claims.  Judge Spande has 
participated in the work of various Iowa supreme court 
committees to improve the court process and outcomes 
for litigants.  that involvement included planning and 
vendor recommendations toward implementation of 
the Iowa court Information system (IcIs), task force 
recommendations with regard to implementation of 
family court case processing and legal representation of 
indigents, and agency attorney standard recommendations 
in juvenile cases.  Judge spande is currently a member 
of the children’s Justice summit team for the sixth 
Judicial district and has been actively involved with the 
cedar Rapids Partnership for safe Families for more than 
ten years.  she attended national conferences on behalf 
of the Partnership, participated on a panel to educate 
state partnership members on the judicial process, and 
presented at the Iowa Judges conference on the work 
of local family partnerships and family team meeting 
process.  Judge spande is a member of the Iowa Judges 
Association and the Iowa state Bar Association.  

Family:  Judge spande is married with two adult 
daughters and one grandchild.  

Jane F. spande 
district Associate Judge

dIstrIct 6
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year of Appointment:  1998   

Background and Education:  
Judge cleve was born in 
davenport, Iowa.  he received 
both his undergraduate degree 
and his law degree from 
the university of Iowa.  he 
graduated from law school, with 
distinction, in 1981. 

career:  After graduating from 
law school, Judge cleve served 
as an assistant county attorney 
for Black hawk county.  he was 

in private practice in davenport from 1984 to 1998.  Judge 
cleve is an instructor and group facilitator at the national 
Judicial college in Reno, nev.  

community Activities:  Judge cleve coaches a davenport 
central high school mock trial team.      

Professional Activities:  Judge cleve serves on the Iowa 
Judicial Branch trial Management committee and the 
Judicial technology committee, and is a member of the 
Iowa state Bar Association’s Jury Instruction committee.  
Judge cleve is a member of the scott county Bar 
Association, the Iowa state Bar Association, Iowa Judges 
Association, and the dillon Inn of court.    

year of Appointment:  1992

Background and Education: 
Born in Vinton, Iowa, Judge 
Alpers received her bachelor’s 
degree from the university of 
dubuque in 1973.  she earned 
her master’s degree in 1975 and 
her law degree in 1983 from the 
university of Iowa.  

career:  After graduating from 
law school, Judge Alpers clerked 
for the seventh Judicial district, 
served as assistant scott county 

attorney, and practiced law as a sole practitioner.  From 
1987 to 1992, she served as a scott county magistrate.  
she was appointed to the bench in 1992 and named as 
chief judge in 2006.

Professional Activities:  Judge Alpers is a member of 
the scott county Bar Association, the Iowa state Bar 
Association, the Iowa Judges Association, national 
Association for women Judges, the American Judicature 
society, and the national council of Juvenile and Family 
court Judges.

Bobbi M. Alpers
chief Judge

Mark d. cleve 
district Judge



Judicial Biographies

46 Voter Information

dIstrIct 7

year of Appointment:  2011 

Background and Education:  
Judge Reidel received his 
bachelor’s degree from Iowa 
state university in 1989 and 
his law degree, with high 
distinction, from the university 
of Iowa in 1992.

career:  From 1992 to 2011, 
Judge Reidel was in the private 
practice of law in Muscatine, 
Iowa, with a primary focus on 
family law matters.  he served 

as Muscatine county magistrate from 2009 until he was 
appointed district judge.   

community Activities:  Judge Reidel has a long history of 
being active in his community and is a past board member 
of multiple non-profit organizations and the past chairman 
of the Muscatine county civil service commission.  he 
currently serves on the board of directors for Early 
childhood Iowa Muscatine county.  Judge Reidel is a past 
recipient of the Iowa golden seal Award for his dedication 
to ending domestic violence. 

Professional Activities:  Judge Reidel is a member of the 
Muscatine county Bar Association and the Iowa state 
Bar Association.  he is a member of the Iowa Judges 
Association and serves on the board of directors.  Judge 
Reidel is on the Iowa supreme court Advisory committee 
on Probate Procedures and Forms.   

Family:  Judge Reidel and his wife have four children.  

year of Appointment:  1999

Background and Education:  
Born in Morristown, n.J., Judge 
Tabor was the fourth of five 
children.  she received her 
bachelor’s degree in liberal arts 
from somerset county college 
in 1978.  In 1982, Judge tabor 
graduated from wm. Patterson 
university with a degree in 
criminal justice administration.  
she attended law school at 
the university of wyoming, 
graduating in 1986.  

career:  After graduating from law school, Judge tabor 
worked as an assistant city attorney for the city of 
cheyenne, wyo., for a year.  she then entered private 
practice in douglas, wyo., where she worked until 
1989.  during that time, she also worked as a treatment 
coordinator/therapist at converse county group home.  
Judge tabor began working in Iowa as the assistant clinton 
county attorney From 1989 to 1992.  From 1992 to 1999, 
Judge tabor worked in the private practice of law with 
Baty and tabor Attorneys in Maquoketa, Iowa.  she was 
appointed to associate juvenile judge in 1994, and served 
until she was appointed to district court judge in 1999.  

community Activities:  Judge tabor was involved in PEo 
and the general Federation of women’s clubs (gFwc), 
serving as president of the Baldwin woman’s club and as 
the Jackson county chair for two terms.  

she has been active in gFwc since 1990, and remains a 
member of the Baldwin woman’s club and participates 
in various community service and volunteer projects 
throughout the year.  Judge tabor has served as the 
Iowa state chair of International outreach Programs 
since 2010.  she was the chair of the board of trustees 
of the United Methodist Church, and was a certified lay 
speaker.  Judge tabor was a troop leader and is a lifetime 
member of girl scouts usA.  she was a board member for 
the women’s health services in clinton, Iowa until 1994.  
Judge tabor is also a regular donor to the Mississippi 
Valley Blood Bank. 

Professional Activities:  Judge tabor is a member of 
the wyoming Bar Association and the Iowa state Bar 
Association, and is admitted to practice in Iowa, 
wyoming, the Federal district court for wyoming, 10th 
circuit court of Appeals, and the u.s. supreme court.  
she  has presented at clEs on ethics, juvenile law, and 
family law.  From 1999 to 2010, Judge tabor served as a 
designated juvenile court judge in addition to handling 
regular district court duties.  As a member of the Iowa 
Judges Association, she served on various committees 
and held the positions of officer, president, liaison to The 
Iowa state Bar Association from 2008 to 2012, and liaison 
to the university of Iowa school of Journalism and Mass 
communication/Iowa Judges Association collaboration for 
courts and Media Judicial Panels since 2002.  Judge tabor 
has been co-chair of the Judicial Branch Public outreach 
steering committee since 2004.
 
Family and hobbies:  Married with two children, Judge 
tabor enjoys family events, Iowa wrestling, catering, 
walking, sewing, reading, and yard work.  

thomas Reidel
district Judge

nancy s. tabor
district Judge
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year of Appointment:  2005

Background and Education:  
Judge strausser earned 
his bachelor’s degree from 
towson state university and 
his law degree from drake 
university.  he also earned 
his master’s degree from the 
school of Journalism and 
Mass communication at drake 
university.   

career:  After graduating from 
law school, Judge strausser 

served as an assistant clinton county attorney until 2005, 
and was first assistant from 1999 to 2005. 

Family:  Judge strausser is married and has one son.

year of Appointment:  2011

Background and Education:  
Judge telleen was born in 
Moline, Ill., in 1958, one of 
four children.  Judge telleen’s 
father was also a judge. he 
attended Augustana colllege in 
Rock Island, Illinois, receiving 
his bachelor’s degree, cum 
laude, in political science in 
1980.  Judge telleen graduated 
from law school in 1984, with 
distinction, from the university 
of Iowa.

career:  Prior to his appointment, Judge telleen was 
a lawyer in practice with lane & waterman, llP, in 
davenport, Iowa.  he served as an associate from 1984 
through 1989, and as a partner from 1990 until his appoint 
to the bench.  In 1988, Judge Telleen became a certified 
civil mediator and was regularly asked to mediate tort, 
contract, and other disputes.  Judge telleen’s legal 
career began with a broad variety of legal matters, 
corresponding with the duties of a new associate.  

community Activities:  Judge telleen served on the 
Augustana college Alumni Board of directors from 1985 to 
1987.  From 1987 to 2006, he was a board member—and 
served as chairman—of Bethany for children and Families, 
Inc., a social service agency for children and families in 
eastern Iowa and western Illinois.  Judge telleen served 
as co-chair of the leclaire downtown Revitalization and 
Redevelopment committee, even purchasing an historic 
building in downtown leclaire, Iowa, that he and his wife 
restored, receiving the scott county historic Preservation 
society’s Award for Adaptive Reuse in 2005.  In 2005, he 
was also named the grand Marshall of the leclaire tug 
Fest Parade. Judge telleen was a board member for the 
Blackhawk college Foundation in Moline from 2009 to 
2011.

Family and hobbies:  Judge telleen is married with one 
daughter, and is a member of the Zion lutheran church 
in Princeton, Iowa.  he enjoys regular exercise, including 
local road races, triathlons, skiing, boating, kayaking, 
swimming, gardening, and fishing. 

John d. telleen
district Judge

gary P. strausser 
district Associate Judge
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year of Appointment:  1993

Background and Education:  
Judge gamon was born in 
washington, Iowa, and raised on 
a family farm with two siblings. 
As a high school student, she 
was active in 4-h, school choir, 
honor society, and the Big 
Brother/Big sister program. 
she graduated from washington 
high school in 1975 and was a 
national Merit scholar.  Judge 
gamon graduated, summa cum 
laude, Phi Beta Kappa, from 

cornell college in 1979, where she wrote for the college 
newspaper. she received her law degree, with high 
distinction, from the university of Iowa in 1983. while in 
law school, she was a notes and comments Editor for the 
Journal of Corporation Law. 

career:  Judge gamon worked for three private law 
firms before becoming a Bremer County magistrate in 
1991.  she was appointed district associate judge in 1993, 
serving Keokuk, Jefferson, and washington counties.  In 
2010, she became a district court judge for district 8A.  

community Activities:  while working for a private 
practice law firm, Judge Gamon was President of the 
waverly chamber of commerce.  she was a member of the 
American Association of university women, and received 
their young leader Award.  Judge gamon has judged mock 
trial competitions at the high school, college, and law 
school level.  

Professional Activities:  Judge gamon is a member of 
the Iowa state Bar Association and the Iowa Judges 
Association.  she has taught for several years at the new 
Judges’ school in des Moines, Iowa.  Judge gamon is a 
member of the Eighth Judicial district Public outreach 
committee, regularly speaking to groups of students and 
providing courthouse tours.  she has served on several 
committees of the Iowa supreme court, including the 
limited Jurisdiction committee, the Judicial Formula 
Assessment committee, the digital Audio Recording 
committee, and the small claims Forms committee.  she 
mentored three law students through the university of 
Iowa summer extern program, and is a regular contributor 
to the “court calls” column published in the Ottumwa 
Courier.    

Family and hobbies:  Judge gamon is married with three 
children.  she enjoys reading, biking, kayaking, attending 
fine arts performances, and was recently appointed to the 
ottumwa community theater Board.  

lucy J. gamon
district Judge
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year of Appointment:  2011

Background and Education:  
Born and raised in Fairfield, 
Iowa, Judge gookin graduated 
from Fairfield High School, with 
honors, in 1976.  he received 
his bachelor’s degree, with 
distinction, from Iowa state 
university in 1980.  In 1983, he 
received his law degree from 
drake university, with honors, 
including: order of the coif, 
order of Barristers, Midwest & 
national Moot court teams with 

individual honors, Moot court Board, Rodney l. hudson 
senior Advocacy Award, Drake Law Review,and multiple 
American Jurisprudence Awards. 

career:  while in law school, Judge gookin worked as a 
law clerk for davis, hockenberg, wine, Brown and Koehn 
in Des Moines, Iowa, and for Foss & Kuiken in Fairfield.  
From 1983 to 2011, Judge gookin worked in general 
private practice, with an emphasis in trial practice, with 
Foss, Kuiken, Gookin & Cochran P.C., in Fairfield.

community Activities:  when Judge gookin returned to 
practice law in his hometown, he became very involved 
in community activities.  At the time of his appointment 
to the bench, he was in his fourth term as an at-large 
councilperson and serving as mayor pro tem on the 
Fairfield City Council.  Judge Gookin chaired numerous 
boards and commissions at the state and local level and 
served in many volunteer capacities, including mentoring 

elementary age students and participating in community 
clean-up and betterment efforts.  he has been active in 
his church, serving in numerous state leadership positions, 
and still serving as a local church lay speaker.  Judge 
gookin has spoken on law and justice topics to numerous 
local organizations and schools, and is a proponent of the 
judiciary’s active participation in helping educate young 
people in the workings of government, in particular, the 
judicial branch.    

Professional Activities:  Judge gookin is a member of 
the Jefferson county Bar Association, the Iowa state Bar 
Association, and the Iowa Judges Association.  he serves 
on the Iowa supreme court commission on continuing 
legal Education, the 8A Judicial district Magistrate 
nominating commission, and is a past member of the Iowa 
supreme court limited Jurisdiction task Force. 

Family:  Judge gookin is married and has three children. 

Myron l. gookin
district Judge

dIstrIct 8a

year of Appointment:  2010 

Background and Education:  
Judge cronk attended 
northeast Missouri state 
university and received her law 
degree from the university of 
Missouri-columbia in 1996.   

career:  while in the private 
practice of law from 1996 to 
2010, Judge cronk served as 
assistant Van Buren county 
attorney in 1996 through 1999, 

and Van Buren county Attorney from 1999 to 2006.  she 
was appointed Van Buren county judicial magistrate from 
2006 until her appointment. 

Professional Activities:  Judge cronk is a member of the 
Iowa state Bar Association, the Iowa Judges Association, 
the district Eight Public outreach committee, and was a 
prior commission member of the grievance commission of 
the supreme court of Iowa.  she also served as a member 
of the committee to study the ABA Model code of Judicial 
conduct.  Judge cronk is currently a member of the 
Judicial technology committee. 

crystal s. cronk
district Associate Judge



Judicial Biographies

50 Voter Information

dIstrIct 8b

year of Appointment:  2010 

Background and Education:   
Judge wright grew up in Fort 
Madison, Iowa, where he 
graduated from Fort Madison 
high school in 1982.  he earned 
a bachelor’s degree in political 
science from the university of 
Iowa in 1986.  After working for 
a year, Judge wright attended 
law school at drake university 
and graduated in 1990.

career:  After graduating from 
law school, Judge wright entered the private practice 
of law in Fort Madison.  In his private practice, Judge 
wright represented people in the areas of family law, 
personal injury, and criminal defense.  For two years, he 
served as an assistant lee county attorney.  Judge wright 
has worked for the Executive Office of the United States 
trustee.  In 1997, Judge wright and his father, george 
wright, established wright law Firm.  From 2009 until 
his appointment to district judge, he was a partner in a 
Burlington law firm.

community Activities:  Judge wright served as mayor 
of Fort Madison for five years, served on several boards 
and commissions, and has spoken to many classes at the 
elementary and high school levels.  he enjoys area high 
school sporting events, and, with his coaching certificate, 
has coached at the high school level.  

Professional Activities:  Judge wright has been a member 
of the lee county Bar Association, the Iowa state Bar 
Association, and the Iowa Judges Association.  he is a 
member of the Public outreach committee for the Eighth 
Judicial district.  Judge wright welcomes the opportunity 
to speak to organizations. 

Family:  Judge wright and his wife have four children. 

year of Appointment:  1999

Background and Education:  
Judge danielson received her 
undergraduate degree from the 
university of Iowa in 1972 and 
her law degree from the same 
institution in 1976.  

career:  Judge danielson 
worked in the private practice 
of law from 1976 until her 
appointment in 1999.  In that 
time, she served in many 
positions, including henry 

county judicial magistrate from 1981 to 1985, henry 
county judicial hospital referee from 1985 to 1997, and 
city attorney for the cities of Mt. Pleasant, new london, 
and olds.  

Professional Activities:  Judge danielson served on the 
supreme court grievance commission, the supreme 
court task Force on Involuntary hospitalization, and 
the supreme court child support guidelines Review 
commission.  she served as the Iowa delegate to the 
American Bar Association’s national conference of state 
trial Judges from 2005 to 2008.  Judge danielson is a 
member of the Iowa state Bar Association, the American 
Bar Association, the Iowa Judges Association, and the 
national Association of women Judges.  

Family:  Judge danielson is married and has one daughter.

John wright
district Judge

cynthia h. danielson
district Judge
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dIstrIct 8b

year of Appointment:  2000 

Background and Education:  A 
proud farm kid, Judge dieterich 
was born in Mason city, Iowa, 
one of three boys in the family.  
In high school, he was student 
body president and received 
the Bar Association Award.  he 
received his bachelor’s degree, 
Phi Beta Kappa, omicron delta 
Kappa, and Phi Eta sigma, from 
the university of Iowa in 1973.  
he received his law degree from 
the same institution in 1976.  

career:  From 1972 to 2000, Judge dieterich was in the 
private practice of law in Burlington, Iowa, working in 
family law and trial work. 

 community Activities:  Judge dieterich has been involved 
in his church’s council and has provided children’s 
sermons.  

Professional Activities:  Judge dieterich is a member of 
the des Moines county Bar Association and the Iowa state 
Bar Association and presides over the Juvenile drug court 
in Judicial district 8B.
 
Family and hobbies:  Judge dieterich and his wife have 
two sons. Judge dieterich enjoys traveling, visiting the 
elderly, reading, and sports. 

year of Appointment:  1997

Background and Education:  
Born in little Rock, Iowa, Judge 
Kruse attended Morningside 
college, where he received 
his bachelor’s degree in 1980.  
he attended law school at 
the university of Iowa and 
graduated in 1983.  

career:  Judge Kruse served 
as Appanoose county Attorney 
and assistant wapello county 
attorney.  he also worked with 

child support Recovery from 1984 to 1987.  

Professional Activities:  Judge Kruse is a member of 
the Iowa state Bar Association and the Iowa Judges 
Association. 

Family:  Judge Kruse is married and has one child.

Mark Kruse
district Associate Judge

Michael g. dieterich 
district Associate Judge


