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Peter T. Harstad, Director lowa City, lowa 52240 

May 30, 1975 

To the Honorable Members o f  the 66th General Assembly: 

The State H i s to r i ca l  Society o f  Iowa, a D iv is ion  o f  the newly 
created State H i s to r i ca l  Department, herewith transmits i t s  
f i n a l  and complete repor t  i n  compliance w i t h  Senate F i l e  1325, 
Section 1, #4 o f  t he  65th General Assembly. The pub1 i c  now has 
a t  i t s  disposal s u f f i c i e n t  informat ion for  making decisions about 
a f i t t i n g  memorial t o  the f i r s t  Governor o f  the State o f  Iowa, 
Ansel Briggs . 
The same General Assembly t h a t  appropriated $2,500 f o r  the plan- 
ning and study of a memorial t o  Ansel Briggs a lso created a State 
H i s to r i ca l  Board and assigned t o  t h a t  body the power to :  "Acquire 
h i s t o r i c  propert ies by g i f t ,  purchase, devise o r  bequest; preserve, 
restore, t rans fe r  and administer such propert ies; . . . ." (303.5 
#I1 o f  the --- Code o f  Iowa) Therefore, i f  property acqu is i t i on  i s  
contemplated i n  the context o f  a memorial t o  Governor Briggs, the 
State H i s to r i ca l  Board should be involved. 

Many people cooperated w i t h  Loren N. Horton and Timothy Hyde i n  
the preparation o f  t h i s  report.  I take t h i s  opportuni ty t o  thank 
a l l  such part ies, but  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Catherine Robertson o f  Rock Springs, 
Wyoming, a d i r e c t  descendant o f  Governor Briggs who shared w i t h  us an 
important parcel of B r i  ggs manuscripts . 

402 LOWA AVENUE 31@/338-5471 

Sincerely yours, 

Peter T. Harstad 
Di rector  
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INTRODUCTION 

In June of 1974, Governor Robert Ray approved Senate Fi le  1325, an 
Act passed by the Sixty-fifth General Assembly. This Act directed the 
State  Historical Society of Iowa t o  u t i l i z e  the sum of $2500 "For the 
planning and study of a memorial t o  Ansel Briggs, the f i r s t  governor of 
Iowa.'' The Society was given one year, beginning on July 1, 1974, i n  
which to  complete i t s  report. 

In July and August  of 1974, the Staff of the Historical Society be- 
gan to  map out the requirements, form, and range of this project. In 
September the project began i n  earnest w i t h  the h i r i n g  of a research con- 
sul tant .  I t  was quickly learned tha t  there has been very l i t t l e  research 
or writing, of a substantive nature, done on Ansel Briggs. A1 though he 
served as Governor in one of the most important and formative periods in 
Iowa history, he has been largely ignored by historians. And even less  
was known about his personal 1 i f e .  Before the State  could properly me- 
morial ize  t h i s  Governor, we f e l t  i t  necessary to  know much more about his 
private and publ i c  l i f e .  The f i r s t  and most lengthy part of th i s  project, 
then, involved extensive biographical research. 

We first  surveyed the things that  have been written and said about 
Briggs, the secondary sources. A complete enumeration of these sources 
appears in the bibliographical section of this report. For the most part ,  
the secondary materials are not very well researched, nor very scholarly. 
They include speeches, memorial addresses, county his tor ies ,  and many books 
and a r t i c l e s  tha t  mention Briggs i n  connection w i t h  one problem or  another. 
The information about Briggs i n  a l l  of these sources i s  thin and contradic- 
tory. The various accounts of Briggs' travels i n  the 1850 to  1880 period, 
fo r  example, are  so contradictory tha t  the researcher i s  compelled t o  dis- 
miss them a l l  and s t a r t  over again w i t h  the primary sources. 

Unfortunately, there i s  also a paucity of re1 iable  primary evidence 
about Ansel Briggs. He was not a l e t t e r  writer or diary keeper, and he 
apparently d i d  not preserve large quantit ies of documentary and manuscript 
material. One of our best sources of primary evidence was i n  county land 
records. Briggs bought and sold a great deal of land, both i n  Iowa and 
Nebraska. These records revealed not only the extent of Briggs' holdings, 
b u t  his various residences i n  these two s ta tes .  In addition t o  these and 
other county records, we looked a t  the archives of the Terr i tor ial  and Gen- 
eral  Assembl i es,  and of the executive departments, publ i shed government 
documents, and various manuscript collections which contain information a- 
bout Briggs. Although not many newspapers from tha t  period s t i l l  ex i s t ,  
we were able t o  extract  much valuable information from the few that  a re  ex- 
tant.  And we were very lucky in discovering that,Mrs. Catherine Robertson, 
the great-granddaughter of Ansel Bri ggs , had a small b u t  valuable coll  ection 
of family papers i n  her possession. T h i s  collection contained a few key doc- 
uments tha t  helped us clear  up some of the many ambiguities i n  Br iggs '  1 i f e .  

A major problem we encountered in our research was the wide geographic- 
al range w i t h  which we had t o  work. Briggs lived and worked i n  Vermont, Ohio 
Iowa, Nebraska, Colorado, and Montana. I t  was impossible, i n  a project of 
t h i s  scope, t o  travel and do research in a l l  of these areas. We were able 
t o  accompl ish much by mail, b u t  there i s  a1 so much tha t  remains to  be done 
in any ful l -scale  biographical study of the Governor. 
-1 



Af te r  completing as much biographical research as t ime and money 
would allow, we constructed a t ime l i n e  o f  Ansel Briggs' l i f e  out  of 
the raw data. This t ime l i n e  formed the basis f o r  our subsequent a c t i -  
v i  t y .  Before we could make recommendations, however, we needed t o  com- 
p l e te  two other tasks: a survey of physical s i t e s  connected w i t h  Briggs, 
and a survey o f  e x i s t i n g  memorials t o  him. We l i m i t e d  our survey o f  phys- 
i c a l  s i t e s  t o  those w i t h i n  Iowa. We t r i e d  t o  do on-s i te  inspections fo r  
each o f  these locat ions,  and when possible, we co l lec ted photographic 
evidence about them. 

I n  order t o  avoid dupl icat ion,  i t  was espec ia l ly  important t o  sur- 
vey and describe previous e f f o r t s  t o  memori a1 i z e  B r i  ggs. We were some- 
what surprised by the quan t i t y  and q u a l i t y  o f  e x i s t i n g  memorials t o  the 
f i r s t  Governor. This r e f l e c t s  we1 1 on the c i t i zens  o f  Jackson County and 
t h e i r  sense o f  h is tory .  A t  l e a s t  two o f  these memorials have been erected 
w i t h  publ i c  monies, and several more through p r i va te  endeavors. 

The heart o f  t h i s  p ro jec t  i s  the 1 i s t  o f  recommendations. Because of 
the ex i s t i ng  markers and monuments t o  Briggs, we wanted t o  propose memorials 
t ha t  would have a somewhat wider h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e res t .  We sought t o  develop 
proposals t h a t  would help people understand Ansel Briggs as he 1 ived and 
worked w i t h i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  context, and we t r i e d  t o  t i e  these t o  
ongoing programs o f  h i s t o r i c a l  i n te rp re ta t ion .  More than any o ther  aspect 
o f  t h i s  project ,  the recommendations are a product o f  the c o l l e c t i v e  e f f o r t s  
o f  in terested c i t i zens ,  the S t a f f  o f  the H i s to r i ca l  Society, and those d i -  
r e c t l y  connected w i t h  t h i s  pro jec t .  Rather than concentrate and develop a 
s ing le  proposal, we decided t o  present the General Assembly w i t h  a range o f  
options. This al lows maximum f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  terms o f  how much money the 
General Assembly wishes t o  spend, and what i t  fee ls  i s  the best  way t o  me- 
mor ia l ize  the f i r s t  Governor. The recommendations are l i s t e d  i n  a p r i o r i t y  
order, but  they are  no t  mutual ly  exclusive. We are w i  11 i n g  t o  develop any 
o f  them i n  much greater d e t a i l  i f  requested t o  do so. 

We fee l  t h a t  any one o f  these proposals would be an appropriate memo- 
r i a l  t o  Briggs. H is  publ i c  career, although short, came a t  a c ruc i a l  per- 
i o d  i n  Iowa's development. I t  was dur ing h i s  administrat ion t ha t  Iowans 
learned how t o  govern themselves as a state.  And h i s  p r i va te  1 i f e ,  i n  many 
ways, symbol izes the f r o n t i e r  Iowan: he was constant ly on the move West, help 
i n g  t o  form new communities as he went; he was a pub l i c -sp i r i ted  land specu- 
1 ator ,  a small -town storekeeper, and a stagecoach d r i ve r .  These endeavors 
were essent ia l  f o r  the development o f  the f r o n t i e r .  

We hope t h i s  p ro jec t  i t s e l f ,  i n  some way, stands as a memorial t o  Gov- 
ernor Briggs. Never before has so much been known about our f i r s t  governor. 
There i s  s t i l l  a great  deal l e f t  t o  discover, but  the substant ia l  quan t i t y  
o f  mater ia l  we have co l lec ted  w i l l  remain i n  our archives as an a i d  and i m -  
petus t o  f u r t he r  research on the man and h i s  period. We a lso fee l  t h a t  i t  
might be worthwhile f o r  the State t o  fund a s im i l a r  study, o r  a t  l e a s t  the 
biographical sect f  on o f  it, f o r  Iowa's second governor, Stephen Hempstead 
of Dubuque. Although he had a long and dist inguished pub1 i c  career i n  Iowa, 
even less has been w r i t t e n  about him than about Briggs. It was dur ing Hemp- 
stead's admin is t ra t ion t h a t  many o f  the po l i c i es  and ideas o f  Br iggs'  Gov- 
ernorship were ca r r ied  t o  f r u i t i o n .  And Hempstead was the l a s t  Democratic 
Governor fo r  near ly  a h a l f  century. 
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OUTLINE OF ANSEL BRIGGS' LIFE 

3 February 1806 Ansel Briggs was born i n  Shoreham, Vermont, t o  Electa and Benjamin 
Briggs. He received a " f a i r "  education. 

1821-1824 The Briggs fami l y  moved t o  Guernsey County, Ohio, where Benjamin farmed. 
Ansel went i n t o  the f r e i g h t  business, acquir ing wagons and horses. 

ca. 1827 Benjamin was k i l l e d .  The family moved i n t o  Cambridge, i n  Guernsey County. 

11 November 1830 Ansel married Nancy M. Dunlap. 

1831-1837 Ansel became in terested i n  pol i t i c s ,  and served terms as Township Constable, 
Deputy Sher i f f ,  and J a i l o r  o f  Guernsey County. He ran unsuccessfully f o r  County Treas- 
u re r  as a Whig. He a lso was a partner i n  a s tore  i n  Cambridge. 

1- Ansel and h i s  fami l y  moved t o  Davenport, Iowa, where he engaged i n  the f r e i gh t  
business and had several mai l  routes. John S. Briggs was born on 9 June. 

1841 Briggs subcontracted h i s  mail  routes, and moved t o  Jackson County where he es- - 
tab1 ished a saw m i l  1 on Brush Creek i n  Perry Township. 

1842 I n  partnership w i t h  John Francis, Ansel purchased the recen t l y  la id -ou t  town o f  - 
Andrew, and began s e l l i n g  town l o t s .  He was elected t o  the 5 th  T e r r i t o r i a l  Assembly 
from Jackson County. Ansel Briggs, Jr., was born on 31 June. 

1843- 1845 Ansel served terms as Deputy County Treasurer (1843-44) and S h e r i f f  (1844- 
4 6 ) . o p e n e d  a s tore  i n  Andrew. 

1846 Ansel was elected t o  a four-year term as governor o f  the newly elected s ta te  
of Iowa on the Democratic t i c k e t .  

30 December 1847 Governor B r i  ggs' w'i  f e  , Nancy M. , d i  ed . 
27 ~ c t o ' b e r  1849 Ansel married Francis Carpenter. 

1850-1853 Ansel remained i n  Andrew, a f t e r  the exp i ra t ion  o f  h i s  governorship, and 
maintained h i s  various business in te res ts .  He was also ac t i ve  i n  County p o l i t i c s .  

1854 The ex-Governor went t o  Council B lu f f s ,  where he helped form the Nebraska Win- - 
t e r  quarters Land Company, and la id -ou t  Florence, Nebraska. He had land investments 
a1 so i n  Columbus and Be1 levue, Nebraska. 

1856-1859 Briggs spent much o r  most o f  h i s  t ime i n  the Omaha-Council B lu f f s .  area. 
Francis, h i s  wi fe, .d ied on 20 August 1859. 

1860 Ansel and John S. Briggs, h i s  son, went t o  Colorado i n  the mining rush. Ansel 
returned t o  Andrew i n  1861. 

1863-1865 Ansel , Ansel Jr. ,  and John S. Briggs went t o  Montana. 

1867 Ansel Jr .  d ied on 15 May. The ex-Governor resided i n  Council B lu f f s  a t  t h i s  
time. 

1870-1875 Ansel 's residence, dur ing t h i s  period, a l ternated between Andrew and Coun- 
c i l  B lu f f s .  He stayed a t  the  Butterworth Tavern when i n  Jackson County. 

ca. 1875 The ex-Governor moved permanently t o  Omaha t o  1 i v e  w i t h  John S. , h i s  son. 

5 Mav 1881 Ansel Briggs d ied i n  Omaha. 



TIME LINE OF ANSEL BRIGGS' LIFE 
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3 February 1806 Ansel Briggs was born i n  Shoreham, Addison County, Vermont 

t o  Electa and Benjamin Ing ley  ~ r i g g s  .l He was one o f  several ~ h i l d r e n . ~  

Ansel received a "Fa i r  education improved by a term spent a t  the Norwich 

Academy. "d 

l g r i ggs  Family Bible,  now i n  the possession o f  Miss Catherine Rob- 
ertson, Ansel B r i  ggs great-granddaughter, o f  Rock Springs , Wyoming ; 
"Ansel Briggs Family Records ," Hawke e Heritage, A p r i l  1973; Rev. 
Charles N'. S innet t ,  "Ansel Briggs, --I+ T e F i r s t  Governor o f  Iowa: His 
Ancestry and Descendants ,I' typescr ip t ,  Minnesota Histor-ical Society; 
Mrs. Edward D. Humphries, "The Ear ly L i f e  o f  Ancel / s i c /  Briggs," ca. 
1939, typescr ip t ,  State H i s to r i ca l  Society o f  Iowa TthTs i s  the on ly  
known product o f  o r i g i n a l  research i n  Guernsey County government do- 
cuments on Ansel Briggs) ; Edna Anne Hanni bal  , Clement Briggs o f  Ply- 
mouth Colony and His Descendants, 1621-1965, Z r ( J a p a n  : Edna 
Anne Hanni bal , 1 9 m ,  2: 258, 366. 

I n  a l l  p robab i l i t y ,  Briggs was no t  given a middle name. I n  a l l  
the primary and secondary mater ia l  on the Governor, there i s  on ly  one 
reference t o  a middle i n i t i a l :  Wi l l iam R. Denslow, 10,000 Famous Free- 
masons, Vol . I (A-D) , p r i v a t e l y  p r in ted  by the Missouri Grand Lodge. 

21t i s  unclear how many brothers and s i s t e r s  Ansel had, o r  what t h e i r  
names were. Wo1 f e  r e fe r s  t o  Benjamin ' s "1 arge number o f  ch i  1 dren .?' 
W i l l  lam G. Wofle, Stor ies  o f  Guernsey Count , Ohfp (Cambridge, Ohlo: --# Wi l l iam G. Wolfe, -557. Slnnett,  i n  i s  genealogy o f  Ansel Briggs, 
r e fe r s  t o  two brothers. %. giJ. And the Hannibal genealogy l i s t s  two 
brothet"s1, A1 b e r t  and. Roswel 1 . OJ. &. , 258-59. Mrs. Humphri es men- 
t i ons  on ly  three s is te rs ,  Electa, Hanna, and Amelia. 
t h i s  i s  wrong, and t h a t  Briggs had a t  l e a s t  one 
an obf tuary  o f  a Benjamin Briggs o f  Jackson County, I w a ,  mentions t h a t  . 
he i s  a brother o f  the ex-Governor. hdrew Western Democrat, 26 March 
1851. The e a r l y  censuses are no t  m u c m  because t h e y y  l i s t  the 
name o f  the hmsehald head; o ther  mefrlbrs o f  the hwsehold are simply 
counted by age group. The 1820 U.S. Census f o r  Vermont shows t h a t  i n  
Benjamin Br iggs'  household there were three males under ten, two males 
between t en  anct sixteen, one male between .twenty-six and f o r t y - f i ve ,  
two females under ten, one female between ten  and sixaeen, and ome fe-  
male between twenty-six and f o r t y - f i ve .  The 1830 U.S. Census f o r  Ohio, 
taken a f t e r  Ansells f a t he r  had d ied and when he was head o f  h i s  mother's 
household, 1 i s t s  one male between f i v e  and ten, two males between ten  
and f i f t e e n ,  one "ma1 e between f i  ftaen and twenty, two males between twen- 
ty  and t h i r t y  (one o f  whom, presumably, i s  Ansel] one female between f i v e  
and ten, one female between f i f t e e n  and nineteen, and one female between 
f o r t y  and f o r t ~ l n i n e  (Ansel ' s  mother, presumably). 



3 " ~ n s e l  Briggs ,I1 - Iowa H i s t o r i  cal  Record, I (October, 1855). This 
fact--usual ly t h i s  exact statement--is repeated i n  almost every bio-  
graph o f  Briggs. See, f o r  example, Jacob A. Swisher, "The F i r s t  
State Governor," - The Pal impsest , X X V I  I (December, 1946) , 358. 

ca. 1821-1824 The Briggs family moved t o  Guernsey County, Ohio, where Benjamin 

farmed.l Ansel became in te res ted  i n  the stage business; before long, he acquired 

wagons and horses o f  h i s  own, and a f r e i g h t  business on the Wheeling ~ o a d . ~  

4 ~ h e  1820 U.S. manuscript census f o r  Addison County (Shoreham), Ver- 
mont, shows the Briggs fami l y  s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  Vermont. Mrs. Humphries 
repor ts  t h a t  Benjamin I. Briggs'  name appeared as a witness on a deed 
o f  conveyance i n  1824. N. c i t .  Wol f e  says on ly  t h a t  they came "Ear ly 
i n  the 1820's." OD. c i t . .  5 x  - 

As t o  ~ e n j a a n  engaging i n  farming, see Wolfe, *. G., 557; 
Swisher, o . &. , 358; John R. Adney, "Ansel Briggs--Stagedriver and 
Governor,$The Preston Times, 20 August 1970. Mrs. Humphries says 
t h a t  ~ r i ggsxs -eho ld tenan t  on a farm owned by D r .  Benjamin F. 
B i l l .  *. fi. 
5 ~ o l f e ,  *. ci t . ,  557-58, 565; S w i  sher, 9. c i t . ,  358-59; Adney, x. 
c i t .  Both S w m e r  and Wolfe quote from the b a n e s s  ledgers o f  a W i l -  
E m  %Cracken, who was a blacksmith i n  Cambridge, Ohio. He had ra th-  
e r  extensive business deal ings w i t h  Ansel. Some o f  these are enumer- 
ated: Briggs paid "fifty-seven and one-half cents fo r  ge t t i ng  one , 

shoe toed and two set; twenty- f ive cents f o r  r epa i r  on h i s  wagon-bed; 
twelve and one-half cents f o r  a log-chain l i n k ;  ten cents f o r  ge t t i ng  
a s ing le- t ree ironed; and twelve and one-half cen.ts t o  have h i s  har- 
row tee th  sharpened." And Briggs furnished McCracken coal a t  s i x  cents 
a bushel, and once hauled 4,266 pounds o f  goods f o r  him from Wheeling. 
Swisher, 9. m., 358-59. 

ca. 1825-1828 Ansel ' s  father,  Benjamin, was k i l l e d  whi le  d r i v i n g  one o f  Ansel ' s  

wagons loaded w i t h  sa l t .6  The fami l y  moved i n t o  the town o f  Cambridge i n  Guern- 

sey county? 

The Hannibal genealogy says t h a t  Benjamin was k i l l e d  a f t e r  1830, E. 
c i  t 258. This i s  wrong. The 1830 U.S. manuscript census f o r  Guern- * 9 

sey County, Ohio, 1 i s t s  Ansel Briggs as head o f  h i s  mother's household. 
Mrs. Humphries impl ies  t h a t  he was k i l l e d  around 1825, OJ. c i t .  Wolfe 
a lso  impl ies  t h a t  he was k i l l e d  i n  the mid-18201s, x. m . 3 5 7 .  
See a lso  Adney, a, c l t , 6 \ ~ .  8 4 : ~ ' 1 ~ 1  " ~ ' ~ l ~ ~ f ,  iF '&,  - ' . ?  

,LJ~JI , I I  . I I , : , P ,  - 1 -  y ~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ , n ! r  ,,t i ' s n + 2  , . ,'I . I . .  1 '  1 , 1 ~  1 . #  n 

G .., .A : ' I 3 ,  '1 ,; ;i 1.- f i f j f  8 : h ; Y  *,,#.' , . i -, , L j d  ;r,;il, ,+. ; (  t - -  

'.: . b ~ n g  r P I  e m  I , . .. . . :)- ' , ; #  ,.: ,. > t j , ,  . t  t.L.e., 

/1, ' .3;-  j '4: ' 1 ,;i n1-F y n  I ?  ' , 1 .  ' 8  t .  I - 8 .  ., 
--, - -.. - - 8 '  -r, 



?' 

' ~ o l f e ,  OJ. - c i t . ,  557; Swisher, x. a., 359; Mrs. Humphries, x. 
tit. - 

11 November 1830 Ansel s r r ied  Nancy M. ~un lap .8  It i s  possible, bu t  no t  

probable, t h a t  he had been married e a r l i e r  f o r  a shor t  time.9 
+ ""phJ'l8L .L2 

.' 
5 " -  --.- 

8 ~ r i  ggs Family Bible,  =. - c i  t. ; "Ansel B r i  ggs ," - Iowa H is to r i ca l  Record, r-i s t 
9. u., 145; Mrs. Humphries, x. - c i t .  For informat ion on Nancy M. 
Briggs, see Mrs. John S. Briggs, "Biography o f  Nancy M. Briggs," 11 sroptiti 
pages handwritten, ca. 1897-99, Briggs Family Papers, now i n  the tem- 
porary possession o f  the F i e l d  Services Section, State H i s to r i ca l  
Society o f  Iowa. 
$9 rqF14 
hka b, 

1 

9 ~ h e  existence o f  the pu ta t i ve  f i r s t  w i f e  has been asserted by several 
biographers : "Ansel B r i  ggs , " Iowa H i s to r i ca l  Record, 145; Mrs. Hum- 
phries, =. c i t .  ; and Earl B. m e l l ,  "Ansel Briggs, Iowa Governor 
and Mason," m l e t i n  o f  the Grand Lodge o f  Iowa, A.F. A.M., Oct- : 
ober, 1933. Nobody has been- t o  g ive any informat ion about her 1 
except t o  say t h a t  she was born on the same day and i n  the same year f 

as Ansel. But there i s  no primary evidence t h a t  Briggs married any- 
body before Nancy M. Dunlap. I n  fac t ,  the primary evidence s t rong ly  
i n f e r s  t ha t  Nancy was h i s  f i r s t  w i fe .  Francis Carpenter, the woman , 
Ansel married a f t e r  Nancy died, i s  l i s t e d  i n  the Briggs Family Bible; 
and apparently i n  Ansel I s  own hand, as h i s  second wife. Moreover, 
the same document gives Nancy's b i r thda te  as 3 February 1806, the 
same as her husband's. This f a c t  was l a t e r  re-aff irmed by Mrs. 1 
S. Briggs, "Biography o f  Nancy M. Briggs ,'I 9. &. 

9Y3 
1831 Through the in f luence o f  h i s  father- in- law, Major James Dunalp, Ansel be- - 

\J wo-r 
came in terested l n  pol i tics.10 "e r~as  elected Township constaule. -- Lev(' - 

i rYa 

) '  '..- 21°'~nsel Briggs ,I1 Iowa H i s to r i ca l  Record, 145; Wol fe, 557-58; Adney, a. m.; S w i s h e r , m .  Most o f  t h e s e o u r c e s  say t h a t  Briggs was~l-.,,.;~ 
a Whig, p o l i t i c a l l y ,  wh i le  he l i v e d  i n  Ohio.. , -8, , ., },,, 

j- 11"1 , & 7 j . . y$ /  fi? , d d:iOI)Lr 
- .  

I 8 - , , , I ' 1 ' , ' V F !  

1 1 ~ r s .  Humphries, OJ. a,,. ,: - 
> I  n 

'9 , ' ? % $ ? L I O ~  .d4? 

25 Apr i  1 1832 James Dun1 ap B r i  ggs was bornl t o  Nancy 2nd Ansel , He di,ed on -12 
t l - ~ t r f  rdg$r, , . e w %  .~S;;rp-- :!s, , .?b, +a7.-. 

September of tht 'olT ear. l a  .!h d v ~ , ' ? i ~  .in,?d ' ~ J I I  ! u[14cl 8jyvkr?2 ,J$' , . .", Csl; F3 . d G  liii ' % & I  ; .de(Zrsni: . r  inl.;g"i,qj I 
I 1 11" 

?!leff@,f,-v\fl, T . I ~  ? t , i  31, I k?rl I I . v ~ :  k s l ~  yfl 3 pdt. 48~ ,+c !p l  , f  
1 2 ~ r i g g s  Family Bible 4 ,  , , ,  1 1 1  , 8 i!,- ~ $ 2  .gg , u w ~ b P ,  & a ( @  
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2 June 1834 Andrew Dunlap Briggs, another son, was born. He d led on 1 Feb- 
.> 1 3 F T  ".?i.r '. ' 7 k-l i j  l'oc! c9G 

ruary  1836.13 p ~ ,  , ~ 7 f  . .  . ,~: l  Y J  * n  <i 
I a 

4- . , , l , '  F:Y b * ,,;+iA:..i lQ 1 

' . I  77 
, , , j  :+;$,$2 a, 1 : .  

1 3 ~ r i  ggs Fami l y  Bible.  n: . : y ?  , . t t8,~ P,~%:J, i L & T .  

I " 1 + / I  1 *l 11  I 1  
,: I . .  

' , ? ;  2 -  - - - ,.., 
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1835-1836 Ansel served as deputy s h e r i f f  and j a i l o r  o f  Guernsey ~ounty.14 I n  

1836, he ran unsuccessful ly for  County Treasurer against John Ferguson, as a 

whig.15 Also, about t h i s  time, he opened a s to ry  i n  Cambridge i n  partnership 

w i t h  I s i a h  ~ a r r i s h . 1 6  I ,,$l~!j ~99,i-i:j $64\# , 
, I ' . ' " f l ~ ~ 1 d Q 7 ' 0 J  -3 'fl t7"b f ~ l l T  i M R 1  1 1 '  ; '3 fbr81  ;?fqr i~f? -+<I? , d r i l t r . ' ; \  

7 I X ~ - , G  I. =, .A 2 .+ .w . .-m ,,,I A A ---A I . - \ C J  8 '  ..A .-*I -. . ..--A .- . I * I  - . - 
" C-E ,-, 

8 ' '  14Mrs. Humphries, x. - c i t .  ; Adney, E. - c i t .  ; Wolfe, 558; S [ isher, 339. 
, -l 

l5Mrs. Humphries, x. m. ; Adney, x. - c i t .  ; Swisher, a. -. c i t  359; 
Iowa H i s t o r i c a l  Record, OJ. c i  t. , 145. Wol f e  says t ha t  John Ferguson 
was the Whig candidate, x. - n., 558. 

rP6Mrs. Humphries, 9. c i t .  -.. - 
- .-. - .-- 

1 -  = 7- , , K  'WAL.,""7"," I= c: , .&<-,"> n W.W .Bd"!W ?!A 9 tlcdnA * I oo J -~OYC 30 + 4 , , t K + '  Z W P ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
2 A p r i l  1837 Washington Lafayet te Briggs , a son, was born. He d ied on 1 Sep- 

tember 1838.17 

1 7 ~ r i  ggs Fami l y  B i  b l  e. 

1839 Ansel Briggs came t o  Iowa and set t led,  f o r  a whi 1 e, i n  ~avenport.18 It 

i s  possib le t h a t  he had v i s i t e d  Iowa a year o r  two e a r l i e r ,  and had returned 

t o  Ohio t o  get  h i s  fami ly.  A f t e r  moving t o  Iowa, he probably engaged i n  the 

f r e i gh t  business, and a lso  had several mail  routes.19 John Shannon Briggs, a 

son, was born on 9 ~ u n e .  *O 

1 8 ~ l m o s t  every one o f  h i s  biographers has claimed t h a t  Br iggs came 
t o  Iowa i n  1836. But the evidence i s  comvell i n s  t h a t  he d id n o t  come 
u n t i l  the f a l l  o f  1839. John Shannon ~ r i g g s  wa; born on 9 June 1839 
i n  Ohio. (Obituary of John S. Briggs, Omaha World-Herald, 1 June 1900; 
mrs. manuscript census, Jackson County, Iowa.)- November 1839, 
John Shannon, the governor o f  Ohio, wrote a l e t t e r  o f  i n t roduc t ion  f o r  
Ansel Briggs t o  Robert Lucas, t e r r i t o r i a l  governor of Iowa. Shannon . 
s ta tes i n  t h i s  1 e t t e r  t h a t  i t  " w i l l  be handed you LLucasJ by my f r i e n d  
Ansel Briggs -- o f  t h i s  p lace who i s  about t o  v i s i t  Iowa Ter r i to ry . "  



I. ' 8 8 

&- .. 
G e l  $ i t g s H ~ o l  1 e c t ~ o n ,  Iowa Depibtmknt o f  H i  s to ry  and Archives, 
Des Moines.) The 1856 Iowa State Census (manuscript) repor ts  t h a t  
Briggs had 1 i ved i n  Iowa f o r  t h i r t e e n  years. And f i fna l  ly, Mrs. Hum- 
phr ies discusses a note signed by James and Joseph Pollock, on 13 Oc- 
tober 1839, t o  Briggs "as pa r t  o f  the payment f o r  the business they 
had taken over from him." This was the s tore  he owned i n  partner- 
ship w i t h  I s i a h  Parrish. *. - c i t .  

Most biographers have a lso said t h a t  Briggs came d i r e c t l y  t o  
Jackson County from Ohio. Again, however, the evidence i s  strong 
t h a t  he l i v e d  f i r s t  i n  Davenport. On 1 January 1841, Ansel signed 
a cont ract  w i t h  Thomas D i  1 l o n  and George Atherton, i n  which he was 
subcontract ing h i s  mail  routes. Briggs gives h i s  address as Daven- 
port .  ("Indenture o f  Contract ," Ansel Briggs Col lect ion,  Iowa De- 
partment o f  H is to ry  and Archives. ) A1 so, many ea r l y  observers repor t  
t ha t  Briggs took up h i s  ea r l y  Iowa residence i n  Davenport. Andrew 
G r i f f i t h ,  f o r  example, r e l a tes  i n  1888 t h a t  when he came t o  Daven- 
po r t  i n  1840, there was "a man 1 i v i n g  there by the name o f  Ansel Briggs. I' 
(Andrew W. G r i f f i t h ,  Reminiscences o f  Ear ly Days," 1888, i n  "Memo- 
randa," C.F. Davis Col lect ion,  m i c ro f i lm  ree l  two, book seven, '260- 
61.) I n  1896, Ansel I s  granddaughter, Nannie Briggs, gave a speech i n  
which she said, "I f i n d  by reference t o  some o l d  papers i n  the pos- 
session o f  my fa ther  t h a t  Ansel Briggs ... f i r s t  s e t t l e d  a t  Davenport, 
owning, a t  one time, e igh ty  acres o f  what i s  now the best  p a r t  o f  
t h a t  t h r i v i n g  c i t y . .  ." (Speech o f  Nannie Briggs before the Iowa Semi- 
centennial Celebrations, Bur l  ington, Bur l  ington Hawk-Eye, 3 October 
1896). See also, Sinnett,  e. m. ; Harry E. Downer, H is to ry  o f  Scot t  
County, 2 vols. (Chicago: S.J. Clarke & Co., 1910), I:966; ~nlard 
Barrows, ' 'Hi  s t o r y  o f  Scot t  County, Iowa ," Anna1 s o f  Iowa (1s t  ser ies) ,  
I (1863), 62 ; Franc W i  1 ke, Davenport Past and  res sen maven port : 
Luce, Lane & Co. , 1858), 40-41 ; obi  t u F o f ~ n s e l g g s ,  Omaha Da i l y  
Herald, 6 May 1881. 

Jacob Swisher, whi le  not  mentioning Br iggs'  Davenport residence, 
says t h a t  Ansel went t o  S t .  Louis, f o r  a while, before he came t o  Iowa. 
(*. m. , 359-60. ) No other evidence corroborates t h i s ,  a1 though i t  
may have been t rue.  

I n  add i t i on  t o  Nannie Br iggs'  assert ion (above) t h a t  her grand- 
f a the r  owned land i n  Davenport, Andrew G r i f f i t h  sa id  that ,  i n  Daven- 
por t ,  he "was the owner o f  a 1 i t t l e  one s to r y  frame house (two rooms) 
& a l o t .  " (E. m., 261. ) Despite t h i s ,  however, a thorough search 
o f  Scot t  County land records has f a i l e d  t o  reveal any evidence t h a t  
Briggs ever owned property i n  Davenport o r  Scot t  County. 

1 9 ~ h e  evidence t h a t  Briggs had contracts. t o  de l i ve r  mai l  f o r  the United 
States government i s beyond doubt. V i r t ua l  l y  every secondary source 
mentions t h i s  f ac t .  The National Archives' Registers o f  Iowa Mai l  
Routes fo r  1839-1842 ind ica te  t h a t  B r i g  s had the fo l low ing  contracts: 
#2962 (Dubuque t o  West L i be r t y )  , #2963 9 Dubuque t o  Stephenson, I 1  I., 
through Davenport), and #2964 (Davenport t o  Rochester). . This i n f o r -  
mation i s  v e r i f i e d  by a "Contract o f  Indenture" w i t h  which Ansel i s  
subcontract ing h i s  routes t o  Thomas D i l l o n  and George Atherton. (1 
January 1841, x. c i t , ) .  See also, Benjamin F. Shambaugh, The Old 
Stone Capl to1 ~ e m e s r s  (Iowa City : State H i s to r i ca l  ~ o c l e ~ o ~ o w a ,  



1939), 222, 223; and Nannie Briggs, x. - c i t .  ; "His f i r s t  venture /on 
coming t o  1owa was i n  es tab l ish ing a mail  route  between ~ a v e n p o r t  
and Dubuque. "- 

On h i s  Iowa f r e i g h t  business, see G r i f f i t h ,  E. G., 261; o b i t -  
uary o f  Ansel Briggs, Omaha Da i l y  Herald, 6 May 1881. This c la im can 
a lso be based on simple log ic :  mai l  routes and the f r e i g h t  business 
were no t  on ly  compatible, they were mutual ly dependent. 

2 0 ~ r i  ggs Family Bible;  ob i tuary  o f  John S. Briggs, Omaha World-Herald, 
1 June 1900. 

1841 It i s  probable t h a t  Briggs moved t o  Jackson County i n  1841, and there ran - 
a m i l l  on Brush Creek i n  Perry ~ o w n s h i ~ . ~ l  He maintained ownership o f  h i s  mail  

routes, but  subcontracted them.22 

2 1 ~ o s t  biographers have maintained t h a t  Ansel Briggs owned a m i l l  on 
Brush Creek. This i s  an espec ia l ly  pervasive loca l  myth today. There 
i s  an h i s t o r i c  marker on the pu ta t i ve  m i l l  s i t e ,  erected p r i va te l y  i n  
1936, w i t h  the fo l low ing  i nsc r i p t i on :  "J. H. JANSSEN * PARK MEMOR- 
IAL TO GOV. BRIGGS ON SITE OF H I S  OLD HOME 1836-1842 * FRIEND OF EDU- 
CATION HE SIGNED ACT TO CREATE S U I  FEB. 25, 1847 * GOVERNOR 1846- 
1850." See also, the Des Moines Register, 2 December 1973, f o r  an 
account o f  informal tours  o f  the Briggs m i l l  s i t e  given by a l oca l  
resident ,  Edmond Sommers . 

Dr .  Rantz's account o f  Ansel 's mil l -owning per iod i s  t yp i ca l ,  i f  
a 1 i ttl e more de ta i led  than most: B r i  ggs moved t o  Brush Creek d i  r ec t -  
l y  from Ohio and b u i l t  a m i l l .  He l i v e d  there u n t i l  1842, when he 
so ld  h i s  property r i g h t s  and m i l l  bu i ld ings t o  the h i red  man, Jesse 
Vandolah. He then moved i n t o  the town o f  Andrew. (W.L. Rantz, "Rov- 
e r  Governor," an unpubl ished book1 ength biography o f  Ansel Briggs, 
c. 1937, sections o f  which are i n  the manuscript co l l ec t i on  o f  the 
State H i s to r i ca l  Society o f  Iowa, 25-26.) 

Except f o r  the assert ion t h a t  Briggs came d i r e c t l y  t o  Jackson 
County from Ohio, t h i s  appears t o  be c lose t o  the t r u th .  The Briggs 
Family Papers contain an " A r t i c l e  o f  Agreement" between Ansel Briggs 
and Jesse Vandolah, signed 13 December 1842. I n  t h i s  agreement, 
Briggs, the par ty  o f  the f i r s t  par t ,  "hereby agrees t o  s e l l  & convey 
a l l  h i s  r i g h t  t i t l e  and i n t e r e s t  t o  the one undivided h a l f  o f  the 
saw m i l l  now owned & i n  possession o f  the f i r s t  p a r t  on Brush Creek 
i n  said County f lacksog together w i t h  the  undivided h a l f  o f  a l l  the 
bu i ld ings & improvements on the c la im upon which sa id  m i l l  i s  b u i l t ,  
being upon the pub l i c  lands o f  the United States.. . ." Vandolah agrees 
t o  pay f o r  " the sum o f  seven hundred & twenty e i gh t  do l l a r s  & 751100 
as follows, the payments t o  be made i n  lumber a t  the sa id  m i l l  i n  - 
payments monthly o f  t h i r t y  one do l l a r s  permonth a t  cash p r i se  LsicJ 
the whole t o  be pa id  i n  good merchan@ble lumber & sawed t o  answer 
the purpose o f  the  f i r s t  p a r t  /Eri ggsJ . . . . " 

This document suggests t h a t  Ansel so ld  out  t o  h i s  partner, Jesse 
Vandolah. It a lso shows t h a t  he d i d  no t  have a t i t l e  t o  the land it- 



se l f ,  but  squatted on it. The commonly agreed loca t ion  o f  the m i l l  
s i t e  i s  the northwest quarter  o f  sect ion 14, i n  Perry Township (#85). 
The f i r s t  pub l i c  record o f  ownership f o r  t h i s  quarter  section, t h a t  
we have been able t o  locate, comes i n  1850, when a man by the name 
of John Bozard s e l l s  i t  t o  Jesse Vandolah. (Indenture o f  Contract, 
20 March 1850, Deed Record, Lands, Book A, 446, Jackson County Re- 
corder 's Of f ice ,  Maquoketa. ) There i s  no record o f  how o r  when Bo- 
zard obtained t i t l e  t o  the property. We do know t h a t  Vandolah ran 
a m i  11 on t h i s  s i t e ,  because the Andrew Western Democrat reported on 
June 4, 1851, t ha t  "Van Dolah's" m i l  1 was washed away by high water. 

There i s  a lso some i n f e r e n t i a l  evidence t h a t  Ansel l i v e d  on 
Bruch Creek, i n  1841 and 1842, and ran h i s  m i l l .  I n  August o f  1842, 
the voters o f  Jackson County elected Ansel Briggs as t h e i r  Represen- 
t a t i v e  t o  the F i f t h  T e r r i t o r i a l  Assembly o f  Iowa (see below). But 
i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  the voters would have elected a man who had 1 ived 
i n  the county on ly  a few weeks. We know t h a t  he moved i n t o  Andrew i n  
the summer of 1842, o r  the ea r l y  f a l l ;  he could not  have done so ear- 
l i e r  because the town d i d  no t  e x i s t  (see below). He must have already 
l i v e d  i n  the county when Andrew was set t led,  and t h i s  would be, pre- 
sumably, on Brush Creek. 

For some reason, the various accounts o f  the Governor's l i f e  by 
h i s  son, h i s  daughter-in-law, h i s  granddaughter, and i n  the e a r l y  b io-  
graphies and county h i s t o r i e s  a l l  f a i l  t o  mention t h i s  f a c t  o f  h i s  
1 i f e .  Andrew G r i f f i  th ,  however, i n  h i s  1888 account, remembered t ha t  
Ansel l e f t  Davenport i n  1841 f o r  Jackson County where he bought a "lit- 
t l e  piece o f  land and a corn cracker m i l l . "  (Reminiscences o f  Ear ly 
Days," x. m., 261.) Judge Arthur F. Janssen r e c a l l s  h i s  father,  
who came t o  Jackson County twenty- f ive years a f t e r  Briggs l e f t  Brush 
Creek, t e l l i m g  him about the m i l l ,  showing him the foundation logs, 
and so f o r t h .  The Janssen Family has owned t h i s  northwest quar ter  o f  
sect ion 14 f o r  a number o f  years. Judge Janssen said t h a t  he asked 
h i s  f a the r  *how he knew about Briggs and h i s  Brush Creek connections. 
He t o l d  me about t a l k i n g  w i t h  people o lder  than he who were witnesses 
. . . ." (Arthur F. Janssen t o  Timothy N. Hyde, 12 February 1975.) 

It i s  doubtfu l  t h a t  the exact l oca t i on  o f  Ansel ' s  m i l l  can be 
determined from p r i n ted  and documentary sources alone. Although Judge 
Janssen remembers seeing the foundation logs f o r  a s t ruc tu re  o f  some 
k ind on Brush Creek, there was a t  l e a s t  one other  m i l l  here, and there 
may have been more. (see Maquoketa Jackson Sentinel,  10 November 1868 
f o r  informat ion about a "Fountain  am' on the approximate s i t e  
o f  Br iggs'  o l d  mi1 1. ) The stream i n  t h i s  spot i s  subject  t o  severe 
f looding.  (see Andrew Western Democrat, 4 June 1851. ) And, more- 
over, there i s  some q u e ~ b ~ c o u r s e  o f  Brush Creek through 
t h i s  quarter  section. A comparison o f  an 1838 map w i t h  an 1893 map 
(on the fo l low ing  two pages) shows t h a t  the course s h i f t e d  consid- 
erably. 

22"1ndenture o f  Contract ,I1 Ansel Briggs t o  Thomas D i l  l o n  and George 
Atherton, 1 January 1841, x. a. ; H i s t o y o f  Jackson County, Iowa 
(Chicago: Western H i s to r i ca l  Company, 18 9) .  5 2 5 ,  



Map 1 

t rac ing  from official c'opy in Secretary of State's 
Office of  or ia inal  Surveyorrs plat  map f i l e d  with 
the Suzveyor Ceneral, Cincinnati, kt. 20, 1838, 
Township No. 85 N Range Yo 3?? 5th Mer. 
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1842 I n  the summer o f  t h i s  year, Ansel , i n  partnership w i t h  John Francis, 

bought the newly la id -ou t  town o f  Andrew f o r  $2000.23 During the fo l low ing  

ten years he bought and so ld  l o t s  i n  Andrew--at f i r s t  w i t h  h i s  partner, John 

Francis, then independently.24 On 1 August, Ansel was elected t o  a term as 

Jackson County's Representative i n  the F i f t h  T e r r i t o r i a l  ~ s s e m b l ~ .  25 Ansel 

Briggs, J r .  , was born on 31 ~ u n e .  26 

2 3 ~ n t i l  1841, Bellevue had been the county seat o f  Jackson County. 
Af ter  1840--perhaps i n  pa r t  because o f  the Bellevue War--there was 
apparently some d i ssa t i s f ac t i on  about t h i s .  The Second and Th i rd  
T e r r i t o r i a l  Assemblies, i n  1840 and 1841, set  up procedures f o r  the 
loca t ion  and survey o f  a new county seat, i n  the center o f  Jackson 
County, and f o r  an e lec t ion  between Be1 levue and the new s i t e .  (Laws 
o f  the T e r r i t o r y  o f  Iowa, Second T e r r i t o r i a l  Assembl , Special Ses- -- 
sion, 1841, 6; ~ a E , T h i r d  T e r r i t o r i a l  Assembl 7 3  18 0-41, 8 3 - 8 4 7  
Three ~ o m m i s s i o ~  w G p p o i n t e d ,  and on Apr i  1 15, 1841, they sub- 
m i  t t e d  t h e i r  repor t :   he' undersigned commissioners appointed- t o  
re locate  the county seat of Jackson county.. .have selected the south- 
east quarter  o f  sect ion 22, township 85, nor th  o f  Range 3 east o f  
the f i f t h  p r inc ipa l  meridian, and have named sa id  county seat Andrew. 
/gigned7 Thomas S. Denson, E l i  Goddard, Jesse Yont. " (James W. E l  1 i s ,  
H i  s t o r  o f  Jackson Count , Iowa, 2 vol s. (Chicago : S. J. Clarke Pub- & Empany, 1 9 d :  !: The e lec t i on  was held i n  May, and 
~ndrew-won by a la rge  major i ty .  Andrew was then la id -ou t  by- John G. 
McDonald, county surveyor. ( E l l  i s ,  w. - cit . ,  60; H is to ry  o f  Jackson 
County (1879), x. c i t . ,  335; Bellevue Jackson County Press, 15 June 
1853 ; Ri ta  Shoaf , " A e t r o s p e c t  o f  Andrew," Maquoketa Jackson Senti - 
ne l  23 January 1931; Nancy Gibbons Zook, "Heroes and Hangings," The -9 - 
Iowan, V I  (June-July , 1958), 5-6. ) 

On Ju ly  5, 1842, a l i t t l e  over one year a f t e r  the elect ion,  the 
town o f  ~nd iew-was put  up f o r  auct ion by- the County ~ommissioners. 
I n  t h i s  fashion, Ansel Briggs and John Francis acquired the town o f  
Andrew, "1 ess the pub1 i c  square.. .LGhich7 i s  hereby reserved forever 
t o  and f o r "  the County o f  Jackson. (Deeh o f  Indenture, County Corn- 
missioners t o  John Francis and A. Briggs, 8 October 1842, Deed Records- 
Lands, Book A, 136, Jackson County Recorder's Of f ice ;  see a lso the 
sources c i t e d  a t  the end o f  the l a s t  paragraph.) 

2 4 ~ n s e l  was involved, i n d i v i d u a l l y  and w i t h  John Francis, i n  we l l  over 
one hundred land t ransact ions (mostly sales), dur ing the next ten 
years. (Indexes t o  Deeds, Lands and Town Lots, Jackson County Re- 
corder 's Of f ice . )  On May 4, 1847, Briggs and Francis d iv ided t h e i r  
property, and thereby dissolve the partnership. They each took an 
equal number o f  town l o t s .  (John Francis t o  Ansel Briggs, and Ansel 
Briggs t o  John Francis, Deed Record-Lands, Book A, 452, 458. ) 



2 5 ~ e r t i  f i ca te  o f  County Clerk o f  Court, Jackson County, A.B. Malcolm, 
c lerk ,  6 August 1842, Archives o f  the F i f t h  T e r r i t o r i a l  Assembly- 
House of Representatives, Iowa Department o f  H is tory  and Archives. 
Briggs was no t  over ly  ac t i ve  i n  the Assembly, int roducing on ly  a cou- 
~ l e  o f  b i l l s .  He served on the Committee on Enrol led B i l l s  and the 
T e r r i t o r i a l  A f f a i r s  Committee. (Journal of the House o f  Re resenta- 
---- t i v e s  o f  the F i f t h  T e r r i t o r i a l  Assembly, 1 8 4 m 3 ;  --+ Iowa C i t y  Capito 
Reporter, 1 

1843 Ansel Briggs began a term as deputy county t reasurer o f  Jackson 

It i s  a lso possible t h a t  he opened a s to re  i n  Andrew i n  partnership w i t h  Stephen 

S. ~ e n n . 2 ~  Marcus Briggs was born on 13 ~ u ~ u s t . 2 9  

27~he re  are receipts,  i n  the Briggs Family Papers, signed by Ansel 
B r i  ggs , "Deputy Treasurer ,I1 ranging from 11 December 1843 through 
5 Ju ly  1844. See also, Sinnett ,  x. m. ; Speech o f  Nanni e Briggs 
(1894), 9. - c i t .  

28~ome scholars have maintained t h a t  Briggsl partner i n  t h i s  ea r l y  
Andrew s to re  was John Francis: u. , ~i i i o r y .  o f  Jackson, County,. Iowa 
(1879), y. e. ,. 522 ; Rantz , "Rover   over nor 37. ~ h r  P appears, owever, t a  be i n  error, We know t h a t  t e p f i  Fenn was 
Br iggs'  ~melrcanti le partner l a t e r  i n  the 18401s, and t h a t  the partner-  
ship was dissolved i n  1849 when Fenn went t o  Cal i fo rn ia .  (Andrew' West- 
e rn  Democrat, E February, 19 Ju l y  1850; various notes t o  Briggs & - 
~ e n n m  Family Papers; D .H. Daudel t o  Charles ,Aldrich, 5 June 
1903, Ansel Briggs Col 1 ect ion, Iowa Department o f  Hi  s t o r y  and Archives ; 
Iowa Wrl ters!  Program, Jackson County H is to ry  (Jackson County, 1942), 
47.) 

I n  any case, we are unsure o f  the  exact year when Briggs opened 
h i s  s to re  i n  Andrew. A l l  agree, however, t h a t  i t  was one o f  the f i r s t  
stores in  the town. 

Stephen 5..  Fenn c a m  t o  Andrew i n  1841. I n  addl t i o n  t o  h i s  mer- 
c a n t i l  e a c t i v i t i e s ,  he served as Jackson County Treasurer (1844-45) 
and County Recorder (1847-49). A f t e r  leav ing Andrew i n  1849, he en- 
gaged i n  mSning i n  Cal i fo rn ia ,  studied and pract iced law i n  t he  Te r r i -  
t o r y  o f  washington, became an important f i g u r e  i n  Idaho t e r r i t o r i a l  
p o l i t i c s ,  and served i n  the U.S. For ty - four th  and F o r t y - f i f t h  Congresses 
from Idaho, E l l i s ,  H i s to r  o f  Jackson County, Iowa, o g&. , 68; -fYk- + Biographical D i rec tory  o t Arne- Con r e s s m 4 -  971, (Washing- 
ton: U.S. .Government ~ X i n t ; i n g = ' T d ' ) 7 9 3 7  

2 9 ~ r i  ggs Family Bible. 



1844 Ansel began a two-year term as s h e r i f f  of Jackson county.30 

30~he re  a re  rece ip ts ,  i n  the Briggs Family Papers, signed "Ansel 
Briggs, Sher i f f , "  ranging i n  date from 5 September 1844 through 
5 January 1846; and there  i s  a deed recorded i n  the Jackson County 
Recorder's O f f i ce  showing "She r i f f  Ansel Briggs" conducted a sher- 
i f f ' s  sale i n  Bellevue on June 22, 1846. ( S h e r i f f  Briggs t o  Henry 
Jones, Deed Record - Lands, Book A.,439). See also, H is to ry  of 
Jackson County (1879), x. c i  t. , 449; E l  1 i s  , His to ry  - of Jackson Coun- 

c i  t 70; SwiSher, x. c i t . ,  363. &a Iowa q* -* a 

I n  add i t i on  t o  h i s  other a c t i v i t E ,  Ansel engaged i n  the  for- 
mation, i n  1844, of the "Dubuqe and Jackson Mutual F i r e  Insurance 
Company. " (Laws ---- o f  the S i x t h  T e r r i t o r i a l  Assembly, 1843-44, 82-85. ) And 
a t  l e a s t  two researchers have claimed t h a t  he engaged i n  farming, 
dur ing t h i s  period: Daudel t o  A ldr ich ,  x. G., W.C. Gregory, "Gov. 
Ansel Briggs: F i r s t  Executive o f  the State," Annals o f  Jackson Coun- 
9, Iowa, I V  (1907) , 81. We know t hat  he owned s e v e r g  pieces o f  
farm land i n  Perry township, and he may have rented them out; but  
i t  seems u n l i k e l y  t h a t  he farmed them himself .  

1 May 1845 Lafayet te Briggs i s  born.31 

3 1 ~ r i  ggs Family B i  b l  e. 

1846 On 24 September, Briggs was nominated as the Democratic candidate f o r  gov- - 
ernor o f  the newly-created s t a te  o f  Iowa. He was elected a month l a t e r ,  and on 

3 December, he began serv ing a s ing le  four-year term.32 On 30 July, Lafayet te 

B r i  ggs died. 33 

321nter a1 ia,  Edward H. S t i l e s ,  Recol lect ions Sketches o f  Notable 
La= - andpub1 i c  Men o f  Ear l  Iowa (Des Moines: ~ o m e s t e a d ~ u b ' i i s h -  
i n g  Co., 1916),$-5T S e e  -+ t e "Po t ' i t i ca l  Essay" f o r  an account o f  
the p o l i t i c s ,  events, and accomplishments dur ing-Br iggs '  administra- 
t i on .  

3 3 ~ r i g g s  Family Bib le.  

1847 Martha E l  ecta B r i  ggs i s  born on 10 June. Nancy M. B r i  ggs , Ansel I s  w i  fe,  

d ied on 30 December 1847.34 



3 4 ~ r i g g s  Family Bible.  Eight  year 01 d John S. Briggs would remember 
the circumstances o f  h i s  mother's death v i v i d l y  f o r  the r e s t  o f  h i s  
1 i f e .  F i f t y  years l a t e r ,  he sa id  he remembered being ca l l ed  ou t  o f  
h i s  sleep by someone c a l l  ing, "Johnnie your mother i s  dying. Come 
look now! !" (Mrs. John S. Briggs, "Biography o f  Nancy M. Briggs," x. c i t . ;  John S. Briggs t o  Rev. Wi l l iam Sal ter ,  ca. 1897-99, Briggs 
~ a m i F P a p e r s . )  Observers noted t h a t  the Governor took h i s  w i f e ' s  
death very hard. ( i b i d . )  

1848 Martha Electa Briggs died on 2 ~ a n u a r ~ . ~ ~  Governor Briggs went i n t o  the - 
newspaper business t h i s  year, buying the Jackson County ~emocrat .  36 

3 5 ~ r i g g s  Family Bible.  

3 6 ~ i l l  o f  Sale, Clark t o  Briggs, Briggs Family Papers: "Know a1 1 men 
by these present t h a t  M.H. Clark o f  Jackson Co. Iowa f o r  and i n  con- 
s ide ra t ion  o f  the sum o f  two hundred and f i f t y  do l l a r s  i n  hand paid 
by Ansel Briggs of the same place has bargained and sold him the P r i n t -  
i ng  press type and f i x t u r e s  subscr ip t ion l i s t  and adver t is ing dues 
and a1 1 th ings concerned w i t h  the p r i n t i n g  establishment o f  the Jack- 
son County Democrat. Witnessed ... t h i s  3rd day o f  Dec. A.D. 1848." 
There are no known copies o f  t h i s  paper extant, so i t  i s  not  known 
whether the Governor ac tua l l y  edi ted and published t h i s  paper, o r  
whether he h i r ed  someone e lse t o  do it. The Jackson County Democrat 
i s ,  apparantely, the forerunner o f  the Andrew Western Democrat, pub- 
l i shed  by J.B. Dorr a f t e r  1849. See also, W.C. Gregory, =. m. ; 
Nancy Gibbons Zook, E. m., 7; C l in ton Herald, 26 October 1946; Ma- 
quoketa Sentinel , 1 December 1966. 

1849 On 27 October, Governor Briggs marrie.d Francis Carpenter, the mother-in- 

law o f  h i s  f r i e n d  and p o l i t i c a l  advisor, P h i l i p  B. ~ r a d l e ~ . ~ ~  

3 7 ~ r i g g s  Family Bible.  The Andrew Western Democrat, on 14 November - 
1849, p r i n ted  a per fec t ly  ghast ly marriage not ice:  ". . .This i s  the 
most dar ing a t tack o f  the Winged God which i t  has been our for tune 
t o  record i n  Iowa. I f  Cupid continues h i s  conquests, sparing ne i -  
the r  rank nor s ta t ion,  and i s  so i r r e s i s t a b l e  i n  h igh places, we are 
not  able t o  prophesy what may be the f a t e  o f  the mass o f  bachelors 
and disconsolate widowers. They must y i e l d  o f  course. We almost 
fea r  f o r  oursel f - -but  hope t h a t  the v ic t ims o f  h i s  recent v i c t o r i e s  
may s a t i s f y  h i s  t h i r s t  f o r  g lory--at  l e a s t  f o r  the present." Fran- 
c i s  Carpenter brought a son, Daniel (17), and two daughters, I 1  1 i n o i s  
(10) and Henr ie t ta  ( 7 ) ,  i n t o  the Br iggs'  household w i t h  her. 1850 
U. S. manuscript census, Jackson County, Iowa. 

1850-1853 Ansel remained i n  Andrew, f o r  a while, a f t e r  h i s  term as Governor ex- 



pired. He continued t o  be f a i r l y  ac t i ve  i n  p o l i t i c s - - a t  the county leve l  .38 

And he maintained a vigorous i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  business investments.39 On 26 

A p r i l  1851, Marcus Briggs d ied from a horse k i ck  t o  h i s  head.40 

38~ndrew Western Democrat, 25 February, 12 May , and 19 May 1852. 
Governor B r i  ggs ' p r i va te  secretary, Fred Bangs, entered the Jack- 
son County Bar, and became chairman o f  the Democratic Party i n  t h i s  
county. ib id . ;  E l l i s ,  x. c i t . ,  87. 

I n  t h e s p r i n g  o f  1851,nsel became involved i n  an energetic 
county seat f i g h t .  Andrew had l o s t  the county seat t o  Bellevue i n  
1848, and now they were t r y i n g  t o  win i t back. Along w i t h  f i v e  other 
prominent c i t i zens  o f  Andrew, he signed a bond f o r  $3000 f o r  the er-  
ec t ion  o f  bu i ld ings f o r  the county. Bond, Briggs, et .  a l .  t o  Coun- 
t y  Contnissioners, 24 March 1851, Deed Record - ~ a n d c  ~ o o k  E, 351, 
Jackson County Recorder's Of f ice ;  Andrew Western Democrat, 26 March 
through 4 June 1851; Shoaf, x. - c i t .  

391n add i t i on  t o  land sales and speculation, Briggs continued h i s  
involvement i n  the mercant i le business. A f t e r  Stephen Fenn dissolved 
h i s  partnership w i t h  Briggs and went t o  Ca l i f o rn i a  i n  1849, the Gov- 
ernor continued t o  run h i s  s to re  alone, f o r  a while. I n  the l a t e  
f a l l  o f  1851, he took on a new partner i n  t h i s  business, a M r .  Mal- 
colm. This partnership was maintained u n t i l  the f a l l  o f  1853, when 
they were both bought ou t  by Jason Watkins. Andrew Western Democrat, 
19 June 1850, 3 December 1851; various notes due "Briggs& Malcolm," 
Briggs Family Papers; b i l l  o f  l ad ing  from Merchant's Transport Com- 
pany f o r  "Briggs & Malcolmi1, 24 October 1851, i bid.  ; Be1 levue - Jack- 
son County Press, 5 October 1853. - 

I n  1853, ex-Governor B r i  ggs became invo l  ved--for the on ly  known 
t ime--in the r a i l r o a d  excitement. He he1 ped found and was vice-pres- 
iden t  o f  the Great North Western Rai l road Company. Incorporated 29 
Ju ly  1853, t h i s  company proposed t o  b u i l d  a r a i l r o a d  from the Missi-  
ss ipp i  River i n  the northeastern sect ion o f  Jackson County--across 
from Gal ena--through northwestern Iowa and i n t o  Minnesota. A1 though 
never r e a l l y  more than a "paper ra i l road, "  there was some prel iminary 
surveying done, and some stock was sold. The company apparently 
withered away a f t e r  an unfavorable  count.^ bond e lec t ion  i n  Jackson 
County. ~ e l i e v u e  Jackson County Press, 20 July, 10 August, 20 August, 
24 Auaust. 12 Octo-3. 

griggs himsel f  was a lso heav i ly  invested i n t o  county bonds. 
The Andrew Western Democrat recorded $87 i n t e r e s t  on "co. bonds" i n  
both 1850 a m : n u a r y  1850, 29 January 1851. 

400n 21 A p r i l  1851, the Andrew Western Democrat reported, i n  gruesome 
de ta i  1 , Marcus B r i  ggs ' accident and i n  j u r y :  "Several small ch i  1 dren 
were p lay ing around some horses i n  a stable, i n t o  which they had crept  
through a crevice, when the youngest son o f  Ex-Governor Ansel Briggs, 
was kicked on the head i n  a most h o r r i b l e  manner. The i n j u r y  done 
the scalp was t h a t  o f  a contused and lacerated nature, o f  about. three 
inches i n  length, The i n j u r y  done the s c u l l  was something more exten- 
sive, extending from imnediately below and forward o f  the super ior  
and pos te r io r  po r t ion  o f  the brain, comnencing i n  the temporal bone, 



IT; 

passing through the e n t i r e  length  o f  the par ie ta l  and i n t o  the occ i -  
p i t a l  bone, o r  t e r i ~ i i na t i ng  near the base o f  the scu l l ,  making a wound 
i n  the  scu l l  o f  about three and a h a l f  inches i n  length, and about 
one and three-fourths i n  width. The e n t i r e  por t ion  o f  the i n j u red  
scu l l  was drawn i n t o  the substance o f  the brain, some o f  i t  t o  the 
depth o f  one and a h a l f  inches; the loose port ions were removed, to-  
gether w i t h  a la rge  spoonful o f  the brain.  That por t ion  whichwas not  
e n t i r e l y  detached was ra ised up t o  i t s  proper pos i t i on  and dressed. 
The wound now appears t o  be i n  a heal thy condi t ion and doing wel l . "  
Marcus Briggs, no t  surpr is ing ly ,  d ied f i v e  days l a t e r .  Briggs Fam- 
i l y  Bib le.  

1234-1856 - 1854 marked the beginning o f  Ansel Br iggs'  gradual detachment from 

,\r~drew and Jackson County. During the remaining twenty-seven years o f  h i s  l i f e ,  

tic resided i n  the West f o r  periods o f  increasing length. I n  1854, he t r ave l l ed  

t o  Council B lu f fs ,  where he par t i c ipa ted  i n Z h e  formation o f  the Nebraska Win- 

t e r  Quarters Land Company, the company t h a t  founded and la id -ou t  Florence, Ne- 

1lraska.41 He returned t o  Andrew the fo l low ing  year, but  l e f t  f o r  Council Bluffs 

5econd t ime i n  1856. This t ime he took h i s  o ldest  son, John S . ,  who stayed i n  

iile Counci 1 B l  uffs-Omaha area permanently. 42 Ansel was reputed t o  have owned 

l a n d  not on ly  i.n Florence, but  a lso i n  Columbus and Bellevue, Nebraska. These 

rlebraska investments were apparently f a i  1 ures. 43 

410n 9 September 1854, the p ropr ie to rs  o f  the Nebraska Winter Quarters 
Land Company held an organizational meeting i n  Council B l u f f s  a t  the 
s tore  o f  B.R. Pegram & Company. Ansel , along w i t h  h i s  o l d  Jackson 
County f r iends M.H. Clark and James C. Mi tche l l ,  was one o f  the pro- 
p r ie to rs .  This company, which was l a t e r  t o  become the Florence Land 
Comapny, l a i d  ou t  the town o f  Florence a t  the s i t e  o f  the o l d  Mor- 
mon Winter Quarters encampment, several mi les above Omaha--which F lor -  
ence would r i v a l  f o r  a while. Ansel appeared a t  meetings o f  the pro- 
p r ie to rs ,  according t o  the company's minutes, on 13 September and 5 
November 1854. And i n  Feburary, 1855, he was one o f  the incorporat-  
ors o f  a re1 ated company, the Florence Bridge Company. Donald F. Dan- 
ker, "Social Beginnings o f  T e r r i t o r i a l  Nebraska ," PhD d isser ta t ion,  
Un ive rs i t y  o f  Nebraska, 1955, 70, 77, 78, 90-91. 

4 2 ~ e  cannot be sure o f  the exact date o f  Ansel 's r e tu rn  t o  Jackson 
County i n  1855. One method o f  checking h i s  l oca t i on  a t  a given t ime 
i s  through the county land records. A1 1 deeds had t o  be notarized, 
and the notary had t o  a t t e s t  t o  the appearance of the grantor before 
him, and g ive the dace and l oca t i on  o f  the notar izat ion.  Through 





been involved i n  the f r e i g h t  business i n  the Omaha-Council B l u f f s  
area dur ing these years. This i s  asserted i n  an ob i tuary  o f  John S. 
i n  the Omaha Da i l y  Bee, 1 June 1900. And i n  John S. Br iggs'  d iary,  
kept i n  1863, there are many ledger sections l i s t i n g  transactions 
i n  feed and the buying o f  horses. There seem t o  be too many o f  these 
deal ings t o  be accounted f o r  by t h e i r  t r i p  t o  Montana dur ing t h a t  
year. Diary o f  John S. Briggs, Briggs Family Papers. 

10 August 1859 Francis Carpenter Briggs, Ansel ' s  1 as t  w i  fe, d ied .45 

45~ohn  R. Adney, 9. - c i t . ;  unsigned and undated note i n  the Ansel 
Briggs Col lect ion,  Iowa Department o f  H is tory  and Archives. It i s  
unclear where she died or.where she i s  buried. 

1860 Ansel went t o  Colorado w i t h  John S. t o  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  the "mining exc i te-  

ment." He probably returned t o  Andrew i n  June, 1861.46 

4 6 ~ h e r e  i s  a mining c la im i n  the Briggs Family Papers t h a t  was f i l e d  
13 June 1860: "Ansel Briggs claims No. 18 o f  100 f oo t  on Bishop lead 
running South west from the Discovery. John S. Briggs claims No. 19 
o f  100 f oo t  on Bishop Lead running South west from the discovery. 
both the above Claims were made on the 9 th  day o f  June 1860." A1 though 
the place where t h i s  c la im was f i l e d  i s  i l l e g i b l e ,  i t  was probably 
somewhere i n  Colorado. There i s  a consensus about t h i s  1860 Colorado 
t r i p  i n  the Br iggs'  l i t e r a t u r e .  See, f o r  example, Iowa H i s to r i ca l  
Record, x. a., 150; Edward S t i l es ,  z. g-&. , 56; P o r t r a i t  and Bio- 
graphical  A1 bum o f  Jackson County, Iowa (Chicago, 1889),112. 

Although there i s  no evidence t h a t  Ansel Briggs, Jr. hccompan- 
ied  h i s  f a the r  and brother, i t  i s  unclear j u s t  where he was. A check 
o f  the 1860 U.S. Census (manuscript) f o r  the Jackson County, Pottawa- 
t tamie County, Nebraska and Colorado areas f a i l s  t o  t u rn  him up--or 
any of the family, f o r  t h a t  matter. 

Also, a search o f  the ros te rs  o f  so ld ie rs  from Iowa, Nebraska, 
Colorado, and Montana reveals t h a t  ne i the r  Ansel , Jr. , nor John S. 
served i n  the C i v i l  War. Ansel himself,  o f  course, was too old. 

I n  the spr ing o f  1861, there was another vigorous county seat 
f i g h t  back i n  Jackson County. Andrew succeeded, t h i s  time, i n  win- 
n ing i t  back from Bellevue. But the ex-Governor's absence, i n  t h i s  
f i g h t ,  i s  conspicuous. It i s  f a i r l y  ce r t a i n  t h a t  he was no t  i n  Jack- 
son County u n t i l  l a t e  June, when he so ld  some property t o  the w i f e  o f  
h i s  o l d  partner, Ha r r i e t  Francis. Week1 Ma uoketa Excelsior, 26 ++ March through 23 A p r i l  1861; Maquoketa ac son en t ine l ,  27 October 
1868; Ansel Briggs t o  Ha r r i e t  Francis, m c - n d s ,  Book P, 
621, Jackson County Recorder ' s O f f  i ce. 

1863-1865 Ex-Governor Briggs and h i s  two sons, John S. and Ansel , Jr., went t o  

Montana dur ing t h i s  period.47 I n  1865, John S. Briggs returned t o  Omaha, and 



Ansel returned t o  Council B lu f f s ,  where he apparently remained u n t i l  about 

1869. Ansel Briggs, Jr., stayed i n  ~ o n t a n a . ~ ~  

471t i s  extremely unclear whether Ansel and Ansel , J r .  , o r  both, 
accompanied John S. Briggs t o  Montana i n  June o f  1863. John S. kept 
a d i a r y  of t h i s  t r i p ,  and he mentions an Ansel three times: "Ansel 
come very near ge t t i ng  shot--so near t h a t  two revolvers were cocked 
and pointed a t  him when he spoke the guard took him t o  be an Indian." 
"Ansel & the h i red  man we have s ta r ted  w i t h  the horses over the moun- 
t a i ns  t o  f i nd  grass whi le  I prepared supper." "Ansel i s  s i ck  to-  
n ight . "  There i s  no mention anywhere i n  t h i s  document o f  " father."  
(Diary of John S. Briggs, 1863, t r ansc r i p t i on  by Janet TOY, 2 June 
1971, Briggs Family Papers.) It seems probable t h a t  John S. i s  re-  
f e r r i n g  here t o  h i s  brother. 

Other evidence, however, ind icates t h a t  Ansel, Jr., remained 
i n  Andrew whi le  h i s  father went w i t h  John S. i n  June o f  1863. On 9 
May 1863, John S. and Ansel, Jr. ,  g ive t h e i r  power o f  at torney t o  
Ansel Briggs. (John S., i nc iden ta l l y ,  gives h i s  address as Pottawa- 
t tamie County; Ansel and Ansel , Jr., g ive t h e i r s  as Jackson County. 
The document i s  notar ized i n  Jackson County. ) But seventeen days 
l a t e r ,  on May 26, John S. gives h i s  power o f  at torney t o  Ansel Briggs, 
Jr. (Both of these documents are i n  the Briggs Family Papers. ) More- 
over, there i s  a telegram i n  the Briggs Family Papers from Ansel , Jr., 
t o  h i s  fa ther ,  dated 9 May 1864, wherein Ansel, Jr., informed h i s  
fa ther  t h a t  "I am a t  t h i s  place enroute f o r  Idaho." It i s  unclear 
where the  telegram was sent from o r  where i t  was sent to. 

More evidence i s  needed before t h i s  question can be answered. 
But i t  i s  ce r t a i n  t h a t  Ansel Briggs and h i s  two sons a1 1 made i t  t o  
Montana i n  the 1863 t o  1865 period. John S. and Ansel Briggs, Jr. 
sold some property t o  W i  11 iam H. Thomas on 20 January 1865. A1 though 
the property i s  i n  Jackson County, Iowa, the brothers '  addresses 
were l i s t e d  as Madison County, Montana, and the deed was notar ized 
i n  the same place. (Deed Record - Lands, Book V, 132, Jackson Coun- 
t y  Recorder's Of f ice .  ) And Ansel received a l e t t e r  o f  25 February 
1866 from R.W. Steele, wherein Steele mentions t ha t  he was "glad t o  
hear o f  your r e tu rn  from Montana." Steele t o  Briggs, Briggs Family 
Papers. 

There are on ly  f a i n t  clues as t o  what the Briggs fami l y  d i d  
i n  Montana. There i s  a cont ract  i n  the Family Papers unsigned and 
incomplete. The spec i f i c  day i n  January, 1865--the day on which the 
contract  would be f i na l i zed - - i s  l e f t  blank, as i s  the name o f  the par- 
t y  of the second par t .  One W i  11 iam A. Amnons, the pa r t y  o f  the f i r s t  
part ,  i s  proposing t o  s e l l  "h i s  e n t i r e  stock o f  goods which he has 
on hand a t  h i s  s to re  i n  Central City County and T e r r i t o r y  aforesaid 
/madison County, Montana T e r r i t o r g  together w i t h  the s tore  room used 
d 

by him. " His  p r i c e  i s  "the sum o f  f i f t y - f o u r  ounces (oz 54) Seven 
Penny weights and Nineteen (19) grains being equal t o  Nine Hundred 
and Eighty ($980) Do1 la rs ,  sa id  payment t o  be made i n  clean gold dust. 
a lso Seventy Sacks of Flour a t  the r a t e  of Seventy Dol lars  per sack, 
and a1 so. . . Twel ve Yokes of good work oxen and f ou r  wagons a t  Seventy 
Dol lars  per Yoke for  sa id  Ca t t l e  and Seventy Dol lars  a piece f o r  sa id  



wagons ...." If  the presence o f  t h i s  document i n  the Family Papers 
impl ies t ha t  Ansel o r  h i s  sons considered enter ing i n  t o  such an 
agreement, t h i s  would be s i g n i f i c a n t  indeed. The f a c t  t h a t  perhaps 
they were considering such an agreement i s  i t s e l f  important. Such 
a considerat ion would imply t h a t  they owned twelve yoke o f  oxen, fou r  
wagons, and seventy sacks o f  f l o u r .  This suggests t h a t  they may have 
had a f r e i g h t  business i n  Montana. 

A1 1 o f  t h i s ,  o f  course, i s  speculat ion--stretched f a i r l y  th in ,  
a t  tha t .  Much more research needs t o  be done i n  Montana sources be- 
f o re  we can know the answers t o  these questions about the Br iggs'  
Montana period. 

4 8 ~ . ~ .  Steele, i n  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  25 February 1866 t o  Ansel , made the 
assumption throughout t h a t  Ansel's home was now i n  Council B lu f f s .  (x. c i t . )  There was a hiatus, i n  t h i s  period, o f  land t ransact ions 
i n  ~ a z o n  County f o r  Ansel Briggs. And, i n  1867, Henry A1 l e n  wrote 
a l e t t e r  t o  Ansel informing him o f  Ansel J r .  ' s  death. This l e t t e r  
a lso imp1 i e d  t h a t  the ex-Governor was now 1 i v i n g  i n  Council Bluf fs.  
A1 l e n  t o  B r i  ggs, 20 May 1867, Briggs Family Papers. 

15 May 1867 Ansel Briggs, Jr., died o f  consumption i n  Helena,. ~ o n t a n a . ~ ~  

4 9 ~ e n r ~  A1 l en  wrote t o  the ex-Governor, "it becomes my pa in fu l  duty 
t o  in form you t h a t  your son Ansel d ied here on Wednesday May the 15th. 
I knowing you several years ago i n  Iowa and knowing you t o  be a Mason, 
had the Brethren here- t t take charge o f  him and everything was done, 
t h a t  could possib le /s ic /  be done t o  make him comfortable; we had 
made arrangements t oseKd  him t o  Council B l u f f s  on the f i r s t  Boat; 
but  he was ca l  l ed  t o  a be t t e r  world before my Boat ar r ived.  " (b. 
c i t . )  See also, death not ice,  V i r g i n i a  C i t y  Montana Post, 25 May - 
1867; and Briggs Family Bible.  

John S. Briggs married Mary E. Blachley on 23 December, o f  t h i s  
year, i n  Council B lu f f s .  Briggs Family Bible.  

1869-1874 Ansel returned t o  Jackson County, i n  1869, and remained f o r  a while. 

He probably stayed a t  the Butterworth ~ a v e r n . ~ O  He may have gone back t o  Coun- 

c i l  B lu f fs  o r  Omaha, a f t e r  1870, but  he was a res ident  o f  Jackson County again 

i n  the 1873 t o  1874 period.51 

500n 13 December 1869, Ansel wrote a l e t t e r  from Andrew t o  John S. 
i n  Omaha. This i s  the on ly  known persona1 l e t t e r  o f  the Governor's 
t h a t  i s  extant: "I received yours o f  the 27 ' u l t  and was t r u l y  g lad 
t o  hear t h a t  your hea l th  had improved. and I hope t h a t  i t  may Con- 
t i nue  good. t h a t  you May get  along and prosper. i f  you was i n  any 
k ind o f  business t h a t  I could help you i t  would be a pleasure f o r  me 
t o  do so. I ar r i ved  sa fe ly  and i n  as good heal th  as usual found the 



f o l k s  a l l  we l l .  and apeeared glad t o  see me. your aunt Laura 
/Briggs, nee Butterworth/ has moved out  here Sherman i s  Deputy - 
S h e r i f f  The Town has improved some there has been several new 
houses put  up t h i s  season. They t o  have a paper here the f i r s t  
number w i l l  be struck o f f  t h i s  week. I w i l l  send you a copy I 
should 1 i k e  t o  hear from you of ten."  (Briggs Family Papers. ) 

On 9 August 1869, John S. and Mary Briggs give Ansel t h e i r  
power of attorney. A1 though Ansel I s  address i s  1 i sted as Doug1 as 
County, Nebraska, i t  appears t h a t  they are delegating him t o  han- 
d l e  t h e i r  a f f a i r s  i n  Jackson County, when he goes. (Briggs Fami- 
1 y Papers. ) 

When the U.S. census i s  taken, i n  1870, Ansel i s  enumerated 
as a res ident  o f  Jackson County, l i v i n g  i n  the Butterworh household. 
Moreover, the e d i t o r  o f  the Maquoketa Sentinel, on 12 May 1870, re-  
por ts  t h a t  "While i n  Andrew I had the pleasure o f  meeting two o f  
the ab lest  and-most esteemed c i t i zens  o f  the county, v iz .  Ex-Govern- 
o r  Ansel l  / s i c /  Briggs and Nathaniel Butterworth, Esq. They are 
both i n  excelrent  health." (emphasis mine.) 

Most biographers have sa id  t ha t  Ansel l i v e d  i n  the Butterworth 
Tavern f o r  a while: the estimates range from a couple o f  years t o  
ten years. Other than the imp l i ca t ion  i n  the 1869 l e t t e r  t o  John 
S., and the census enumeration i n  1870, there i s  no primary evidence 
t h a t  he l i v e d  there f o r  any extended period. Logic suggests t h a t  he 
may have used the Butterworth Tavern as a temporary residence when 
he was i n  Jackson County, from t ime t o  time, a f t e r  1859, when h i s  
wife dies. 

5 1 ~ o s t  scholars have claimed that ,  w i t h  the exception o f  h i s  Colo- 
rado and Montana t r i p s ,  Ansel on ly  l e f t  Andrew on a semi-permanent 
basis i n  1870. We know t h a t  t h i s  i s  wrong, and t h a t  he spent much-- 
i f  no t  most--of h i s  t ime a f t e r  1854 1 i v i n g  i n  Council B lu f fs . .  But 
what i n t e res t s  us here i s  the 1870 departure date. It i s  possib le 
t h a t  the ex-Governor d i d  leave Jackson County again i n  l a t e  1870. 
There i s  no primary evidence t o  1 i n k  him w i t h  e i t h e r  the Jackson Coun- 
t y  o r  the. Omaha-Council B l u f f s  areas from 1870 t o  1873. But he was 
1 i v i n g  i n  Jackson County again i n  1873. A1 though he d i d  not  take 
part ,  apparently, i n  the 1873 county seat f ight--and t h i s  t ime Andrew 
l o s t  the cour t  house t o  Maquoketa, f o r  good--but he was nominated as 
a delegate from Perry Township, and he served, t o  the Jackson County 
Democratic Convention i n  September o f  1873. (Maquoketa Jackson Sen- 
t i n e l ,  11 September 1873.) Moreover, he purchased l o t s  i n  ~ n d r e G t  
a tax  sa le  i n  the f a l l  o f  1874. C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  purchase, 5 October 
1874, B r i  ggs Family Papers. 

ca. 1875 Ansel moved permanently t o  Omaha t o  1 i v e  w i t h  h i s  son, John s.52 

521t i s  unclear when he moved t o  Omaha t o  1 i v e  permanently w i t h  h i s  
son. Some researchers say 1875 and some c la im i t  was 1858. There 
i s  no known documentary evidence t o  support e i t h e r  claim. But there 



i s  a consensus t h a t  Ansel spent the l a s t  few years o f  his l i f e  l i v -  - 
i ng  wi th  John S.  i n  Omaha. 

5 May 1881 Ansel Briggs died i n  0maha.53 
, , 

5 3 ~ r i g g s  Family Bible;  Omaha Da i ly  Herald, 6 May 1881. 



THE GOVERNORSHIP OF ANSEL BRIGGS , 1846- 18$0 

The progression from t e r r i t o r i a l  s tatus t o  statehood had not  

come eas i l y  o r  qu ick ly  t o  Iowa. Although there was no nat ional  

opposi t ion ' t o  Iowa becoming a state--there were no rea l  nat ional  

issues involved, as there were i n  Missouri and Kansas--there was, 

however, much l oca l  opposit ion. This opposi t ion tended t o  be con- 

centrated i n  the Whig party. Whigs were a m ino r i t y  i n  Iowa, but  

they bel ieved they were gradual ly  gaining i n  strength, They hoped 

t o  f o res ta l l  statehood u n t i l  the day when they outnumbered the Dem- 

ocrats, a t  which t ime they would be able t o  cont ro l  and dominate 

the organizat ion o f  the new state. The Democrats, on the other 

hand, cons is tent ly  favored statehood f o r  Iowa. 

I n  1884, a Const i tu t iona l  Convention had met and promulgated 

a Const i tu t ion f o r  the proposed s ta te  o f  Iowa. The Whigs succeeded 

i n  ge t t i ng  i t  re jec ted by the voters o f  the Te r r i t o r y .  A second 

Convention met i n  May o f  1846, and another Const i tu t ion was drawn 

up. This time, a f t e r  acrimonious debate and campaigning, the vot-  

ers  accepted it. On September 9, 1846, T e r r i t o r i a l  Governor James 

Clarke issued a proclamation dec lar ing the Const i tu t ion v a l i d  and 

c a l l i n g  f o r  the e l ec t i on  o f  s t a te  o f f i ce r s .  He se t  October 26 as 
% the  date f o r  these general e lect ions.  

. irmv 
Iowa's f i r s t  State Democratic Convention met i n  Iowa City on 

- ' k*Ld 
gptember 24. Having j u s t  succeeded i n  ge t t i ng  the new Consti tu- 

-ub -- t i o n  approved over Whig opposi t ion and r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  they were the 

ma jo r i t y  pa r t y  i n  Iowa, the Democrats were loud and self-assured. 



They adopted a nine-point p la t form which contained l i t t l e  i n  the 

way o f  a program f o r  the new State, but  i t  d i d  r e f l e c t  t h e i r  v ig-  

orous opposi t ion t o  banks. The question o f  banking was the p r i -  

mary issue d i v i d i n g  Democrats from Whigs i n  Iowa. The Democrats, 

i n  the Jacksonian t r ad i t i on ,  f e l t  t h a t  banks were unnecessary and 

pa ras i t i ca l .  They had succeeded i n  having the Const i tu t ion com- 

p l e t e l y  p r o h i b i t  banking i n  the new State. The Whigs, however, 

f e l t  t h a t  banking was essent ia l  t o  economic growth. This was one 

reason why they had s t rong ly  opposed the Const i tu t ion o f  1846. 

The main i tem o f  business a t  the Democratic Convention was 

t he  nomination of candidates f o r  s ta te  o f f i ces .  The most important 

o f f i c e  was f e l t  t o  be t h a t  o f  governor. Three men had been mentioned 

as 1 i ke ly  Democratic candidates: W i l l  iam Thompson o f  Henry County, 

Judge Jesse W i l l  iams o f  Jef ferson County, and Judge J .J. Dyer o f  

Dubuque. Although Dyer was perhaps the strongest candidate, he de- 

c l i ned  t o  a l low h i s  name t o  be submitted. Instead, he o f fe red  t o  

the  Convention the name o f  Ansel Briggs. On th; f i r s t  b a l l o t ,  

B r i  ggs received 62 votes, W i  1 1 i ams 32, and Thompson 31. W i  1 1 i ams 

and Thompson withdrew from the contest and Briggs was nominated by 

acclamation. 

The nomination o f  Ansel Briggs came as something o f  a surprise. 

A1 though he had been elected t o  the F i f t h  T e r r i t o r i a l  Assembly i n  

1842 and had ~ e r v e d  as S h e r i f f  of Jackson County, he was not  wel l  
I 

known outs ide of t h a t  County. Briggs had not  been a delegate t o  

e i t h e r  Const i tu t iona l  Convention. Moreover, he had ne i ther  the edu- 

ca t ion  o r  the experience one would have thought necessary t o  be con- 



sidered ser ious ly  f o r  t h i s  post. 

However, there was not  a rush o f  q u a l i f i e d  men seeking the job. 

The sa lary  was se t  by the Const i tu t ion a t  l ess  than $1000--a small 

sum even i n  1846. Highly q u a l i f i e d  men l i k e  J.J. Dyer could f i n d  

greater renumeration i n  p r i va te  business o r  a federal  judgeship. 

A number o f  other reasons have been advanced t o  exp la in  Br igg's 

nomination. A t  a banquet several days before the  Convention, Briggs 

o f fe red  a toast :  "No banks but  earth, and they wel l  t i l l e d . "  This 

was received w i t h  some excitement by the anti-bank Democrats, and 

i t served t o  introduce h i s  name t o  the delegates. Moreover, Jack- 

son County had earned the deference o f  Iowa's Democrats because i t  

had returned, by a large margin, the highest percentage o f  af f i rma- 

t i v e  votes on the Const i tu t ion o f  1846. Ansel Briggs d i d  have strong 

support i n  Jackson County. 

Ansel Briggs Whig opponenb was Thomas McKnight, a we1 1 -known 

and successful lawyer from Dubuque. The ensuing campaign was fought 

more on the  basis of personal i t ies  than issues. B r i  ggs was accused 

o f  being unqua l i f i ed  and ignorent. One imaginative man (apparently 

a Whig) t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he had "seen Mr .  Briggs drunk i n  Dubuque for  

the 1 as t  three weeks, and t ha t  he was bantering Mr .  McKnight t o  

stake t h e i r  respect ive pretensions t o  the gubernatorial cha i r  upon 

a game o f  poker. ' (Iowa City Capi to l  Reporter, 21 October 1846.) 

Despite t h i s  abuse, Briggs was able t o  defeat McKnight by a margin 

o f  247 votes out  o f  15,005 cast. This v i c t o r y  can be a t t r i bu ted ,  

i n  l a rge  part ,  t o  inherent  Democratic strength i n  Iowa: they car- 

r i e d  a l l  the  s ta te  admin is t ra t ive  of f ices,  the two pos i t i ons  f o r  
0 



Representative t o  Congress, and the State Senate. The Whigs won 

a major i ty  i n  the State House o f  Representatives. 

On December 3, 1846, Ansel Briggs appeared before a j o i n t  ses- 

sion o f  the F i r s t  General Assembly, where he was given the oath of 

o f f i c e  by Charles Mason, Chief Just ice o f  the T e r r i t o r i a l  Supreme 

Court. A f te r  being sworn in ,  Briggs sat down while P h i l i p  Bradley, 

a close f r iend and Andrew neighbor who was a member o f  the State 

senate, read the Governor's Inaugural Address. I n  t h i s  address, 

Briggs said tha t  he only learned o f  h i s  e lect ion four days previous- 

l y ,  so he was unprepared t o  discuss any speci f ic  program. More- 

over, he stated, "From my want o f  experience i n  the a f f a i r s  o f  c iv-  

il administration, I must natura l ly  fee l  a great degree o f  embar- 

rassment i n  my present posit ion; but that  fee l ing  w i l l  be great ly  

lessened from the hope and be1 i e f  which I entertain, tha t  i n  your 

character o f  representati ves o f  an en1 i ghtened constituency , you 

w i l l  k ind ly  extend t o  me your a i d  and indulgence." 

It was generally conceded tha t  the most important imnediate 

duty o f  the newsstate government was the e lect ion o f  two Senators 

t o  represent Iowa i n  Washington. This e lect ion was t o  take place 

i n  a j o i n t  session, o r  convention, o f  the General Assembly. The 

Governor's par t i c ipa t ion  i n  t h i s  endeavor was supposed t o  be per i -  

pheral. The two bodies met i n  j o i n t  session on December 10 t o  eb 

l e c t  Iowa's Senators and three Supreme Court Justices. Neither 

par ty  was able t o  comnand a major i ty  a t  t h i s  meeting, and a f t e r  

several b a l l  o ts  they remained deadlocked. They decided t o  adjourn 

u n t i l  January 5, 1847. But fear ing tha t  the Whigs would be able 



t o  muster a ma jo r i t y  a t  t h i s  next j o i n t  convention, and thereby e- 

l e c t  Whig Senators, the Democrats used t h e i r  ma jo r i t y  i n  the Senate 

t o  prevent t h a t  body from p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the planned January 5 th  

meeting. The regu lar  session o f  the F i r s t  General Assembly adjourned 

on February 25 wi thout  having elected Senators. 

I n  August, 1847, a special e l ec t i on  gave the Democrats one 

more seat i n  the General Assembly. Now conf ident  t h a t  the Democrats 

would have a ma jo r i t y  i n  a j o i n t  session, Governor Briggs ca l led  a 

special session o f  the General Assembly t o  meet on January 3, 1848. 

This ac t ion  was no t  purely one o f  p o l i t i c a l  expediency: i n  addi- 

t i o n  t o  the Senatorial question, he f e l t  there were several other 

important unf in ished pieces o f  business for  t h i s  body t o  take up. 

Several matters were considered and dea l t  w i t h  by t h i s  ex t ra  ses- 

s ion o f  the General Assembly, but  the e lec t ion  o f  U.S. Senators 

was no t  among them. Real iz ing t h a t  they were now i n  a minor i ty ,  

the Whigs repeated the t a c t i c s  o f  the Democrats by using t h e i r  ma- 

j o r i t y  i n  the House t o  prevent the two bodies from going i n t o  j o i n t  

session. The ex t ra  session of the F i r s t  General Assembly adjourned 

and Iowa was s t i l l  wi thout  representat ion i n  the U.S. Senate. 

I n  the e lec t ions o f  1848, the Democrats managed t o  win a sol  i d  

ma jo r i t y  i n  the Second General Assembly. This body convened i n  De- 

cember o f  t h a t  year and qu ick ly  went i n t o  j o i n t  session. On Decem- 

per 7, 1848, two years a f t e r  Iowa became a state, Augustus C. Dodge 

and George W. Jones were elected i t s  f i r s t  U.S. Senators. 

The major accompl i shments o f  the Brlggs ' Administration--per- 

haps the  on ly  sol  i d  accompl ishments--came i n  the area o f  education. 



Briggs seemed t o  have a c lea r  idea o f  what he wanted i n  t h i s  area. 

He was pers is ten t  and f i r m  i n  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  get  these ideas ac- 

cepted by the  leg is la tu re .  I n  h i s  Message t o  the  Special Session 

o f  the F i r s t  General Assembly, Briggs said "Our Laws r e l a t i v e  t o  

Common Schools, i n  my judgement, c a l l  f o r  your immediate and care- 

f u l  a t tent ion.  The people o f  Iowa have ever manifested an earnest 

and commendable zeal i n  the spread o f  education, and, especial ly ,  

i n  the establishment o f  an e f f i c i e n t  and permanent system o f  Com- 

mon Schools." Unhappy w i t h  the l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s u l t s  o f  the Special 

Session, Briggs ra ised the subject  again i n  h i s  F i r s t  Biennial Mes- 

sage de l ivered a t  the opening o f  the Second General Assembly i n  De- 

cember o f  1848: "There i s  no ob ject  f o r  the promotion o f  which an 

en1 ightened l eg i s l a tu re  w i l l  more r e a d i l y  apply h i s  best energies, 

than t h a t  o f  education. It i s  general ly  conceded t h a t  our present 

school law i s ,  i n  many respects, exceedingly defect ive.  One o f  

t h e  prominent purposes f o r  which the General Assembly was convened 

i n  ex t ra  session i n  January l a s t ,  was the amendment o f  t h i s  law ...- 
It i s  t o  be regret ted t h a t  the earnest wishes o f  the people i n  t h i s  

par t i cu la r ,  should have been f rus t ra ted.  " The Governor then pro- 

ceeded t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  del ineate what he wanted done i n  the fo l low-  

i n g  Session. He was somewhat more successful t h i s  time. 

I n  the f ou r  years o f  Briggs' Governorship, the foundations and 

framework o f  Iowa I s  educational system were establ  i shed. Normal 

Schools, f o r  the t r a i n i n g  o f  teachers, were establ ished a t  Mount 

P l  easant, Oskaloosa, and Andrew, Briggs ' hometown. The Un ivers i t y  

o f  Iowa was se t  up i n  Iowa City, w i t h  branches i n  Dubuque and Fa i r -  



f i e ld .  And the compl ex bureaucratic and f inanc ia l  st ructures were 

organized t o  manage these i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and t o  handle the various 

land grants t h a t  financed them. 

There was, unfortunately, a b i t t e r  controversy t ha t  resu l ted 

from one aspect o f  t h i s  l eg i s l a t i on .  The F i r s t  General Assembly, 

i n  i t s  Regular Session, had establ ished provis ions f o r  the e lec t ion  

o f  a State Superintendent o f  Pub1 i c  Ins t ruc t ion .  The e lec t ion,  

held i n  A p r i l  o f  1848, p i t t e d  James Harlan, a Whig, against Charles 

Mason, a Democrat. To the great  surpr ise o f  everybody but .  Harlan, 

Mason was defeated. The Democrats were shocked, but  they soon found 

a t echn i ca l i t y  through which they could i nva l i da te  the e lec t ion.  

The Whigs were incensed, but  there was l i t t l e  they could do. Gov- 

ernor Briggs had f u l l  compl ic i ty  i n  t h i s  a f f a i r :  he refused t o  i s -  

sue a " ce r t i f i ca te  of e lec t ionN t o  ~ a r l a n .  The Special Session o f  

the F i r s t  General Assembly made arrangements f o r  a second e lec t ion  

t o  be he ld  i n  A p r i l  o f  1848. Harlan ran again, t h i s  t ime against 

Democrat Thomas Hart Benton, Jr.  As before, Harlan received the 

most votes, but  f o r  a second t ime the Democrats were able t o  deny 

t h i s  v i c t o r y  by t echn i ca l i t i e s  and legerdemain. The Elect ions Board, 

inc lud ing Governor Briggs and Secretary o f  State E l isha Cutler, i n -  

terpre ted the f i v e  va r ian t  spe l l ings o f  Harlan's name i n  the re turns 
C 

as votes f o r  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  randidates.  one o f  these f i v e  "Har- 

lans" received enough votes t o  defeat Benton. James Harlan, be1 iev-  

i ng  i t  f u t i l e  t o  struggle any fur ther ,  b i t t e r l y  r e t i r e d  from the 

f i g h t .  

There were other accompl i shments dur ing Ansel Briggs ' Admin- 



'~ - f3b is t ra t ion,  but  none as substantive as improvements i n  education. 

zuqhe Boundary Dispute w i t h  Missouri was f i n a l l y  se t t l ed  dur ing these 

years. A Commission was appointed by Briggs t o  "d ra f t ,  revise, and 

prepare a code of laws for  the State o f  Iowa," the r e s u l t  of which 

became the "Code o f  1851. There was progress i n  in te rna l  improve- 

ments i n  Iowa, w i t h  many roads being compl eted"ir- ektended, and 

bridges b u i l t .  Briggs made sure t h a t  Iowa contr ibuted i t s  f u l l  

share t o  t h i s  nation'sf war against Mexico. And plans were devel- 

oped f o r  the lay ing  o f  ra i l roads  i n  the State. 

bn~n3  ,no On December 3, 1850, j u s t  before Briggs l e f t  o f f i c e ,  he del i v -  
. 7  

ered h i s  Second Biennial Message. He concludes w i th  a k ind ofp .. 

+ grand summary o f  h i s  Administrat ion: "I am now about t o  r e t i r e  

- from the o f f ice  o f  Chief Magistrate o f  t h i s  State. Four years ago 

i t h e  people thought proper t o  e l e c t  me C t o  i d  t h a t  o f f i ce ,  . and , I ~s,sumed 

i t s  dut ies  and respons ib i l i t i es ,  d i s t r i s t i n g  a t  the Zame timeidmy 

a b i l i t y  t o  proper ly discharge those dut ies.  ... You are f a m i l i a r  w i t h  

the course which I have pursued. Whether i t  has been calculated 

o r  no t  t o  advance the in te res ts  o f  the State, you and the people 

,LTL are the judges. During my administrat ion I may, and undoubtedly 

-n have, committed errors;  but  i f  such be the case, I sha l l  ever be 

zn? supported by the r e f l e c t i o n  t h a t  they sprang from no v ic ious o r  wrong 
1 YGlY 

- motive. Ttie tour teGpaand assistance extended t o  me by the Legls la-  

-it? ture, and by a l l  connected w i t h  the government, w i  11 ever be a sub- 

j e c t  o f  g ra te fu l  remembrance. I n  l ay i ng  down the re i ns  o f  govern- 

ment, I feel an add i t iona l  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  i n  the assurance t h a t  ' they 

are  t o  be t ransfer red t o  more able and competent hands. Permit me, . .  ",",.l'rL .,: . . " 
/. 



i n  r e t i r i n g ,  t o  express the fervent des i re  t h a t  t h i s ,  my adopted 

State, may ever be dist inguished f o r  v i r tue ,  i n te l l i gence ,  and 

prosper i ty ,  and may she ever receive the care and protect ion o f  

t h a t  Being who governs the Universe." 

Ansel Briggs served h i s  fou r  years as Governor i n  a per iod o f  

intense p o l i t i c a l  part isanship. Each par ty  f e l t  a desperate need 

t o  gain cont ro l  and impose i t s  v iewand po l i c i es  on the emerging 

s t ruc tu re  o f  t h i s  young state.  The few b l i g h t s  on the Briggs Ad- 

m in i s t r a t i on  are a l l  products o f  t h i s  f requent ly  ug l y  par ty  s t r i f e .  

Briggs was not  able t o  r i s e  above t h i s  extreme part isanship, but  

ne i the r  d i d  he s ink  below it. 

Ansel Briggs was ne i the r  espec ia l ly  educated o r  i n t e l l  igent .  

It i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  he wrote any o f  h i s  own speeches o r  messages, 

nor i s  i t  l i k e l y  t h a t  he even or ig inated h i s  own po l i c i es .  He de- 

pended very heav i ly  on the advice and d i r ec t i on  of two men: M.H. 

Clark and P h i l i p  B. Bradley, both fe l low residents o f  Andrew. This 

group was sometimes ca l led  the 'Andrew Clique. " J .J. Dyer was f r e -  

quent ly associated w i t h  t h i s  group, a1 though he moved away from An- 

drew t o  Dubuque before Briggs became Governor. During most o f  h i s  

administrat ion,  Briggs resided a t  h i s  home i n  Andrew, t r ave l i ng  

on ly  in f requen t l y  t o  the Capitol i n  Iowa C i ty .  This allowed him t o  

remain involved i n  h i s  various business investmentso-and they pro- 

1 i f e r a t e d  dur ing t h i s  period--while a1 so avoiding the o f f i c e  and 

favor seekers. This ind icates a somewhat l e i s u r e l y  and remote a t -  

t i t u d e  toward h i s  o f f i ce .  



Governor Briggs was a weak governor by a1 1 standards. H is  ad- 

m in is t ra t ion  was marked by ne i the r  b r i  11 iance o r  corrupt ion.  This 

weakness may have been good f o r  the new State:  Iowa could slowly 

and c a r e f u l l y  f e e l  i t s  way, as i t  took those f i r s t  experimental 

steps as a State.  
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INVENTORY OF ANSEL BRIGGS PRIMARY DOCUMENTS 

I. Governor Ansel B r i  s Col lec t ion (Iowa Department o f  H is tory  and Archives, 
A Des m s p "  

1 1) Indenture o f  Contract, 1 January 1841, Ansel Briggs t o  George Ather- 
ton and Thomas D i l  lon, a1 1 o f  Davenport. re :  Briggs i s  subcontracting 

' h i s  mai l  routes t o  these two men. 
.. . . 

b 3 c A  
! 2) Le t te r ,  Wilson Shannon, Cambridge, Ohio, t o  Robert Lucas, Iowa, 3 

November 1839. re: l e t t e r  o f  i n t roduc t ion  f o r  Ansel Briggs. 
1.19' 

3) Letter., R. Gomig, Des Moines, t o  Ansel Briggs, 4  arch 1860. re :  
asking f o r  photograph f o r  preservation i n  State Executive Of f ice .  

14) Let ter ,  Wi l l iam Penn Clarke, Iowa Ci ty,  t o  Ansel Briggs, 29 May 1847. 
re: school l eg i s l a t i on .  

I 

5) Deed, Ansel Briggs and John Francis t o  John Colder, 7 August 1947. 
' L o t s  i n  Andrew. 

1 6) Bond, John Colder t o  Ansel Briggs, 10 March 1845, secured w i t h  l o t s  
i n  Andrew. 

1 

7) P e t i t i o n  t o  Governor Briggs, 28 May 1847. re:  requesting t h a t  John 
IlBrophy be appointed "agent f o r  se lec t ing S a l t  Springs & lands thereto  

attached. " 
-I ~ j ~ . i , ' ~ e  - 

8) Let ter ,  L.A. Herroz /?/, C l in ton  County, t o  M.H. Clark, 31 May 1847. 
"re: above p e t i t i o n  ( i  t e F # 7 )  and general p o l i t i c s .  

09) Let ter ,  Isaac Cutler, Iowa City, t o  Ansel ~ r i g g s , '  17 May 1847. re :  
issuance o f  e l ec t i on  c e r t i f i c a t e  by Briggs t o  Harlan, and approval o f  

Rhis bond. This l e t t e r  a lso contains t ransc r ip t ions  o f  l e t t e r s  t o  and 
from Charles Mason on school l eg i s l a t i on .  ,, 

4 .. 1 , . r  

10) Authorizat ion, from Frederick Bangs, Andrew, t o  Ansel Briggs f o r  the 
deduction o f  $62 from Bangs sa lary  as p r i va te  secretary t o  the Governor 
f o r  "value received," 5 June 1849. 

11) Let ter ,  Ansel Briggs t o  Cutler, 4 December 1847. re :  the pub l i ca t ion  
o f  several proclamations. 

n ,- 8 

12) Le t te r ,  D.H. Daudel, Andrew, t o  Chas. Aldr ich,  Des Moines, 12 Octob- 
4er 1901. re:  biographical mater ia l  on Ansel Briggs. . -, , 

13) Let ter ,  Daudel t o  Aldr ich,  5 June 1903. re :  biographical mater ia l  on 
Ansel Briggs. 

14) Let ter ,  Charles Mason, Bloomington, t o  Ansel Briggs , 22 November 1848. 
re :  Missouri-Iowa Boundary dispute. 



15) Let ter ,  David Rorer t o  Ansel Briggs, 25 March 1847. 

11. Jackson County Records Col l e c t i o n  (State H i s to r i ca l  Society o f  Iowa, 
Iowa C i t y )  

1)  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  Transfer, 5 A p r i l  1853, r e s u l t i n g  from a judgement of 
the Jackson County Court, i n  favor o f  Peter Hal l  igan and against Ansel 
Briggs and Hannah Chambers f o r  $85.53. 

2) Writ o f  ad quod damnum, 2 October, 1855, Hunting and Waterman E. 
Curt is ,  l i s t i n g  Ansel Briggs as one j u r o r  serving 15 October 1855. 

3)  Records, i n  s u i t  o f  McCormick and Gray vs. Briggs and Fenn, May 1850 
term of Jackson County Court: w r i t ,  f i l e d  30 A p r i l  1850; note, Briggs 
and Fenn t o  McCormick and Gray, 18 March 1849, f o r  $90 on one "McCormick 
Patent V i r g i n i a  Reaper;" summons t o  Briggs and Fenn, 30 A p r i l  1850; and 
rece ip t  from p l a i n t i f f s '  at torney t o  Briggs and Fenn f o r  $93.80 i n  "dam- 
ages i n  the above suit ,"  2 November 1850. 

I 1  I. B r i  ggs Fami l y  Papers (Miss Catherine Robertson, Rock Springs, Wyoming; 
t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  i n  the temporary possession o f  the F i e l d  Services 
Section, State H i s to r i ca l  Society o f  Iowa) 

1 )  Diary o f  John S. Briggs kept during 1863 Montana t r i p .  

2) Diary of John S. Briggs, t r ansc r i p t i on  of above ( i tem # I ) ,  made 2 June 
197 1. 

3) "Donations t o  H i s t o r i c a l  Society o f  Iowa by John S. Briggs, son of 
Governor Briggs." L i s t  o f  documents and l e t t e r s ,  some of which are  i n  
t h i s  co l lec t ion ,  some o f  which are not. 

4) Let ter ,  secretary o f  State Cutler,. Iowa City, t o  Briggs, 31 March 1847. 
re:  requesting the a r res t  o f  a ce r t a i n  ind iv idua l .  

5) Let ter ,  Thomas H. Benton, Dubuque, t o  Briggs, 3 A p r i l  Itj47. re:  upcom- 
i ng  e l ec t i on  i n  Dubuque, temperance, and the Whigs i n  Iowa. 

6) Let ter ,  Burton t o  Briggs, 21 Apri ' l  1847. re :  wants arms f o r  h i s  m i l i -  
t i a  company; h i s  own candidacy f o r  some of f ice;  and discussion o f  the 
Senate f i g h t .  

7) Let ter ,  J.M. Woods, Burl ington, t o  Briggs, 20 May 1847. re: asking 
f o r  special e l ec t i on  i n  Bur l ington t o  f i l l  vacant General Assembly seat. 

8 )  P e t i t i o n  f o r  "Executive Clemency" f o r  Mary Byophy, Sco t t  County, who 
i s  ten years old.  She was sentenced on 5 May Lno year given7 t o  ten days 
i n  j a i l  and a f i n e  o f  ten  do1 l a r s  f o r  p e t t y  1 arceny. She served the t en  
days, but  couldn ' t pay the  ten do1 1 ars, so she remained i n  j a i  1. 



9) Le t te r ,  Cut ler  t o  Briggs, 23 Apri 1 1847. re :  Har lan's election--Brf ggs 
i s  warned against  h a s t i l y  approving h i  s bond. 

10) Let ter ,  George Greene, Lexington, Iowa, t o  Briggs, 15 May 1847. re :  
requesting judgeship appointment; w i l l  i n g  t o  move t o  L inn County. 

11) A r t i c l e  o f  Agreement, Briggs t o  Jesse Vandolah, 13 December 1842. 
s e l l  i n g  a saw m i l  1 on Brush Creek i n  Jackson County. 

12) Let ter ,  George Cat l in ,  Jr., Buffalo, N.Y., t o  Briggs, 6 October 1848. 
re:  requesting appointment as Commissioner o f  Deeds. 

13) Le t te r ,  Isaac R. Atlee, Keokuk, t o  Briggs, 6 May 1847. re:  appl ica- 
t i o n  for  Superintendent o f  Work, f o r  improvements on pen i ten t ia ry  a t  Ft. 
Madison. 

14) Let ter ,  E.S. Waeg 17, Davenport, t o  Briggs, 9 January 1848. - re: res- 
ignat ion as notary pubnc.  

15) Le t te r ,  Char1 es Corkeny, Off i c e  of Pub1 i c  Works, Ottumwa, t o  Briggs, 
15 A p r i l  1849. re :  repor t  on Des Moines River Improvement. 

16) Le t te r ,  Orlazon /2/ Smith, Keosauqua, t o  Briggs, 28 November 1847. 
re: request f o r  h e l p i n  ge t t i ng  capta in 's  commission i n  U.S. Army from 
President Polk. 

17) Let ter ,  Henry L. Salmion I?/, Ft. Madison, t o  Briggs, 18 March 1847. 
re: withdrawing h i s  name from?onsideration as Superintendent o f  Construc- 
t i o n  a t  Ft .  Madison i n  favor o f  Atlee. 

18) Le t te r ,  Edgar Harlan, Des Moines, t o  Mrs. John S. Briggs, Omaha, 25 
November 1908. re:  Briggs Family Papers. 

19) Pe t i t i on ,  .J. E. Goodenow, Maquoketa, t o  Briggs, 10 A p r i l  1847, asking 
t ha t  Jonas Clark be appointed notary pub1 i c .  

20) Deed o f  Trust, Ansel Briggs, Trustee, t o  W i l l  i a 'm  A l l  ison, 20 December 1849. 

21) Let ter ,  Stephen Gardner and W.D. Downey, Iowa City, t o  Briggs, 20 May 
1847. re :  recommendations f o r  agent t o  se lec t  s a l t  springs. 

22) Let ter ,  Charles Corkeny, Ottumwa, t o  Briggs, 2 October 1848. re: Des 
Moines River Improvement. 

23) Let ter ,  L. g/ A. B i sse l l  , Tipton, t o  Briggs, 17 A p r i l  1847. re:  fav- 
o r i ng  the  appointment o f  Joseph K. Snyder as c l e r k  o f  d i s t r i c t  court .  

24) C i rcu lar ,  U.S. Pension Off ice,  4 March 1847, pr inted.  

25) Bi' l l  of Sale, M.H. Clark t o  Ansel Briggs, 2 December 1848, s e l l i n g  type, 
p r i n t i n g  press, and subscr ipt ion 1 i s t s  o f  the  Jackson County Democrat. 

26) Recei p t  , Jackson County Treasurer 's O f f i ce  t o  Ansel B r i  ggs , 19 January 
1854, f o r  taxes pa id  on lands. 



27) Telegram, Ansel Briggs, J r .  , t o  Ansel Briggs, 9 May 1863, po in ts  
of o r i g i na t i on  and dest inat ion are unclear: "I am a t  t h i s  place enroute 
f o r  Idaho. " 

28) "Accrostic, Nancy M. B r i  ggs--1836, " probably by George Dun1 ap. 

29) Let ter ,  John S. Briggs t o  ~Gnknowq, - no date. re:  removal o f  Gov- 
ernor Briggs body from Omaha t o  Iowa. 

30) Let ter ,  John S. Briggs t o  Wi l l iam Sal ter ,  2 March 1897. re :  memor- 
i e s  o f  John S. Br iggs'  ea r l y  childhood i n  Andrew and h i s  father.  

31) Let ter ,  N.B. Butterworth t o  Mrs. John S. Briggs, 16 Ju ly  1910. re:  
genealogy o f  the Briggs family. 

32) Receipt, Jackson County Treasurer's O f f i ce  t o  Ansel Briggs, 5 January 
1855, for  taxes on lands. 

33) Receipt, Jackson County Treasurer's O f f i ce  t o  Ansel Briggs, 14 A p r i l  
,1862, f o r  taxes on lands. 

34) Mining Claim, Ansel and John S. Briggs, 9 June 1860, w i t h  descr ip t ion  
o f  property. eu z ~ ~ r ~ a  I ~ Z ~ H  UJ mcl~ y71m-1 , n 3 w  ( L C -  =. d L C n T  an ! b r u  F. .  nub. I.L. ,Q~rci  ~ 1 . r  :o , . 
35) B i l l  and Receipt, t o  Ansel Briggs f o r  school fees f o r  John and Ansel Jr .  
Briggs and I l l i n o i s  and Natty Carpenter, 28 A p r i l  1855. 

36) Let ter ,  J.J. Dyer t o  Ansel Briggs, 14 Ap r i l ,  no year given. re: Con- 
gressional nomi nat ion o f  T. H. Benton; fond memories of Dyer's residence 
i n  Andrew; p o l i t i c a l  condi t ions i n  Iowa. 

37) Let ter ,  Charles Corkeny, Agency City, t o  Briggs, 27 October 1848. re :  
suggestions for  items i n  executive message on Board o f  Publ ic  Works. 

38) "Biographies o f  Nancy M. Briggs and Ansel Briggs," by Mrs. John S. 
Briggs, no date, 11 pages handwritten. 

39) Deed, J.B. Dorr and O.J. Wright t o  Ansel Briggs, 4 November 1850, t o  
Andrew Western Democrat. Deed i s  secur i t y  f o r  $300 loan from Briggs. 

40) B i l l  o f  Lading, 14 October 1851, f o r  various enumerated goods shipped 
t o  Briggs and Malcolm i n  Andrew. 

41) Let ter ,  A.B. Vanderford, N.Y., t o  Briggs, 29 October 1848. re: ap- 
pointment o f  Char1 es Bushnel 1 as Commissioner o f  Deeds. 

42) Let ter ,  Henry Storm, N.Y., t o  Briggs, 28 February 1878. re :  request 
fo r  B r i  ggs autograph. 

43) Let ter ,  Henry A1 1 en, Helena, Montana, t o  Briggs , 20 May ,1867. re:  
n o t i f y i n g  Briggs o f  the death o f  h i s  son, Ansel , Jr. Also, included, i s  
an ob i tua ry  from a Montana newspaper. 



44) Le t te r ,  Isaac Brandt, Secretary o f  the Pioneer Lawmakers o f  Iowa, 
t o  Mrs. John S. Briggs, 13 March 1904. re:  reso lu t ion  asking f o r  the 
removal o f  Governor Briggs' body t o  Iowa a t  pub1 i c  expense. 

45) Le t te r ,  B. F. Gue t o  Mrs. John S. Briggs, 13 February 1904. re: 
Mrs. John S. B r i  ggs attendance a t  upcoming Pioneer Lawmakers meeting. 

46) Le t te r ,  B.F. Thomas, Maquoketa, t o  Mrs. John S. Briggs, 29 October 
1908. re:  p o l i t i c a l  support f o r  J.W. E l l i s  i n  Jackson County f o r  h i s  
candidacy f o r  representat ive t o  General Assembly; Thomas ' memories of 
h i s  o l d  f r i e n d  and schoolmate, John S. Briggs, i n  Andrew. 

47) Let ter ,  J.W. E l l i s  t o  Mrs. John S. Briggs, ca. 1908. re: the Ansel 
Briggs Monument Dedication i n  Andrew. 

48) Let ter ,  R.W. ~ t e e l e ,  Denver, t o  Briggs, 25 February 1866. re:  Br iggs'  
r e tu rn  from Montana t o  Council B lu f f s ;  p o l i t i c a l  condi t ions i n  the country. 

49) Deed, State of Iowa t o  Ansel Briggs, 23 July, 1947, f o r  two l o t s  i n  
Be1 1 evue , Iowa. 

50) Deed, M.H. Clark t o  Ansel Briggs, 28 November 1846, f o r  l o t  i n  Andrew. 

51) Deed, Henry Todd t o  Ansel Briggs, 16 January 1851, f o r  l o t  i n  Andrew. 

52) Q u i t  Claim Deed, Henry Corinth, Trustee, t o  Ansel Briggs, 8 February 
1855, f o r  l o t s  i n  Andrew and land i n  Jackson County. 

53) Deed, Jason Watkins, Sher i f f ,  t o  Ansel Briggs, 1 May 1861, f o r  farm 
land i n  Jackson County. 

54) Deed, S. S. Fenn t o  Ansel Briggs, 17 November 1847, f o r  undivided ha1 f 
i n t e r e s t  i n  Jackson County farm land. 

55) Deed, Ha r r i e t  Francis t o  Ansel Briggs, 6 June 1861, f o r  l o t s  i n  Andrew. 

56) Deed, S.S. Fenn t o  Ansel Briggs, 21 March 1850, f o r  land i n  Jackson 
County. 

57) Chattel Mortgage, Wi l l iam Chapman t o  Roswell Briggs, 14 October 1852. 

58) Deed o f  Trust, Joseph H. Smith t o  Ha r r i e t  Francis, 20 March 1854. 

59) Deed, Fayette M i l  land t o  R.C. Briggs, 18 A p r i l  1849. 

60) Deed o f  Trust, L.H. Warriner t o  Francis Briggs (P.B. Bradley, Trustee), 
30 A p r i l  1858, t o  secure loan given by Mrs. Briggs. 

61) Deed o f  Trust, David Stover t o  J.H. Smith, 15 August 1855. 

62) Deed, Peter Mullen t o  R.C. Briggs, 24 March 1849. 



63) Deed o f  Trust, Ansel Briggs and w i f e  t o  L.H. Warriner (Trustee for  
Laura A. Briggs and Nathaniel Butterworth), 2 November 1852. Ansel and 
h i s  w i f e  were borrowing $1350 from the esta te  o f  Benjamin Briggs and 
using parcels o f  land f o r  secur i ty .  

64) Deed, S.S. Fenn t o  Ansel Briggs, 27 A p r i l  1859, f o r  land i n  Jackson 
County. 

65) B i l l  o f  Sale, Richard Cobb t o  Ansel Briggs, 9 A p r i l  1855, made as 
secur i t y  f o r  $160 loan from Briggs. 

66) Deed, John Francis t o  Ansel Briggs, 4 May 1847, f o r  l o t s  i n  Andrew. 

67) Let ter ,  B. H. Bal dwin, Ticonderoga, N .Y. , t o  Ansel Briggs, 24 December 
1856. re: requesting information on Abner Briggs and David Briggs. 

68) Deed, M.H. Clark t o  Ansel Briggs, 31 January 1850, f o r  land i n  Jack- 
son County. 

69)Deed, L.H. Warriner (Trustee) t o  Ansel Briggs, 15 March 1855, q u i t  
c la im r i g h t s  put up t o  secure money from Laura Briggs and N. Butterworth. 

70) Power o f  Attorney, John S. and Mary E. Briggs, Omaha, t o  Ansel Briggs, 
Omaha, 2 October 1869. 

71) Power o f  Attorney, Ansel Briggs, Jr., Jackson County, and John S. 
Briggs, Pottawattamie County, t o  Ansel Briggs, Jackson County, 27 May 1863. 

72) Deposition, Ansel Briggs, Jr., Jackson County Court, 8 May 1861, wherein 
he states t h a t  he i s  a minor but  over 14, and asks t h a t  h i s  father,  Ansel 
Briggs, be appointed t o  take charge o f  h i s  property i n  Pennsylvania. 

73) Q u i t  Claim Deed, Joseph Kelso t o  Ansel Briggs, Jr., 3 November 1862, 
f o r  land i n  Jackson County. On 16 November 1863, Ansel , Jr., signs t h i s  
property over t o  h i s  brother, John S. Briggs. 

74) Power o f  Attorney, John S. Briggs, counci l  Bluffs, t o  Ansel Briggs, Jr., 
26 May 1863. 

75) Land Patent, t o  Martha Prosper, 1 May 1852; deeded t o  Ansel Briggs, 29 
February 1856. 

76) C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  Purchase, Ansel Briggs, 5 October 1874, f o r  several 
l o t s  i n  Andrew a t  a tax  sale. 

77) Tax Sale Deed, Ansel and J. S. Briggs, 16 November 1863. 

78) L i s t  o f  "notes f o r  c ~ l l e c t i o n ' ~  w i t h  names and amounts due Ansel Briggs, 
given t o  Joseph Palmer, Jackson County. 



79) Warrantee Deed, James C. Mitchel , Douglas County, t o  Ansel Briggs, o t  
same county, 20 January 1858, fo r  l o t  i n  Florence, Nebraska. . 

89) Indenture o f  Agree~ent  ,Wi 11 iam A. Ammons, Central City, Madf son County, 
Montana T e r r i t o r y  t o  /blank/, e n t i r e  stock o f  goods i n  s to re  f o r  several 
yoke o f  oxen, etc., /blank/ - day o f  January 1865. 

81) Deed, John P. Becker, Trustee, Columbus, Nebraska, t o  John S. and 
Ansel Briggs, Jr., 29 May 1861, f o r  30 l o t s  i n  Columbus, Nebraska. 

82) Mayor's Deed, Mayor o f  Columbus t o  John S. and Ansel Briggs, Jr., 12 
December 1860, f o r  l o t s  i n  Columbus. 

82) 63 mi~scellaneous notes and receipts,  1843-1860, some to, fo r ,  o r  by 
Ansel Briggs as She r i f f ,  Deputy County Treasurer, o r  s tore  owner. 

83) Le t te rs  from the County Clerks o f  the fo l lowing counties g i v i ng  the 
aggregate number o f  white, able bodied males between the ages o f  18 and 45, 
t o  Governor B r i  ggs , 1918: Buchanan, Cedar, C l  ayton, C l  i nton, Da1 1 as, Davis , 
Henry, Iowa Jackson, Jasper, Jefferson, Johnson, Keokuk, Lee, Linn, Louisa, 
Poweshiek, Van Buren, and Washington. The l e t t e r  from the County Clerk o f  
Johnson County 1 i sts  each such male by name. ,, iL, a r 

t nric 



Index t o  Deeds i n  Jackson County (Lands), Book 1 

From County Commissioners t o  Ansel Briggs and Francis, Oct. 4, 1842, Oct. 8, 1842, 
deed, Book A, p. 136, SEk Sec. 22, T85 NR3E 5PM, 160 acres less  pub l i c  square 

Ansel Briggs t o  A l f r ed  Snyder, Feb. 12, 1850, Sept. 19, 1852, deed, E% SWb NW% 
Sec. 23 T85 R3, Book G, p. 128 

Ansel Briggs t o  A1 f r ed  Snyder, Apr. 22, 1850, Sept. 19, 1852, deed, Andrew, 
Ek L5&6, B l  k30, Book G, p. 129 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  Wm. Co l l ins ,  Nov. 29, 1842, Feb. 3, 1843, deea, 
Andrew, L8, B l  k19, Book A, p. 146 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  N. Butterworth, Nov. 29, 1842, May 11, 1843, deed, 
Andrew, L4, Blk36; L6&7, Blk29, Book A, p. 160 

Ansel B r i  ggs and Franci s t o  McAul ey , W (N?)  , Mar. 20, 1853, - , deed, Andrew, 
, L6, Blk47, Book A, p. 174 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  W (N?) McAuley, Mar. 20, 1853, - , deed, Andrew, 
undivided 1/3 o f  L9, B l  k49, Book A, p. 174 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  John Calder, Aug. 7, 1844, deed, Andrew, L1&2, B l  k46, 
Book A ,  p. 235 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  Joseph Mathews, Apr. 11, 1845, Apr. 20, 1845, deed, 
Andrew, L1, Bl k39, Book A, p. 278 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  A.G. Clark, Aug. 27, 1845, - , deed, Andrew, L3&4, 
B l  k35, Book A, p. 298 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  E. Mart in, May 10, 1845, deed, Andrew, L4&5, B l  k19, 
Book A, p. 302 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  John Holroyd, June 3, 1845, Feb. 12, 1846, deed, Andrew, 
L1&8, Blk26, Book A, p. 305 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  A.G. Clark, Mar. 26, 1846, deed, Andrew, L1&8, B l  k28, 
Book A, p. 325 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  O.C. P ra t t ,  Apr. 10, 1845, deed, Andrew, L1&8, Blk13, 
Book A, p. 331 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  Jesse Van Ruskirk, Apr. 22, 1845, deed, Andrew, L5, 
Blk28, Book A, p. 340 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  A.G. Clark, Dec. 31, 1845, Aug . 28, 1846, deed, Andrew, 
L7, Blk36, Book A, p. 342 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  M.H. Clark, Apr. 10, 1846, deed, Andrew, B l  k LKho lg2 ,  
Book A, p. 356 
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Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  R.B. McAuley, June 1, 1846, deed, Andrew, N4 o f  
L3, Blk36, Book A, p. 357 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  John Sawyer, Ju l y  7, 1846, J u l y  13, 1846, deed, 
Andrew, L6&7, B l  k28, Book A, p.373 

Ansel B r i  ggs and Francis t o  John Sawyer, Ju l y  7, 1846, J u l y  13, 1846, deed, 
Andrew, L7&8, B l  k27, Book A, p . 373 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  Daniel G. Quigley, Aug. 24, 1846, Aug. 26, 1846, 
deed, Andrew, L1, B l  k45, Book A, p. 382 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  James Murphy, Nov. 29, 1842, Nov. 10, 1846, deed, 
Andrew, L5,6,&8, Blk44, Book A, P. 399 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  James Murphy, Nov. 29, 1842, Nov. 10, 1846, deed, 
Andrew, L5&6, Blk27, Book A, p. 399 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  James Murphy, Nov. 29, 1842, Nov. 10, 1846, deed, 
Andrew, L1, Bl k20, Book A, p. 399 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  R.C. Hotonhow?, Nov. 24, 1846, Dec. 14, 1846, deed, 
Andrew, L4, Bl k39, Book A, p. 409 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  School d i s t r i c t  No. 1, Perry Township, Oct. 5, 1846, 
Dec. 24, 1846, deed, Andrew, L8, Blk53, Book A, P. 416 

.I7.'., I . . . . . U  

Ansel Briggs t o  John Francis, May 4, 1847, May 4, 1847, deed, Andrew, Bl ks5,6,7, 
8,9,10,11,12,14,16,17,23,24,34,40,41,55;L2,3,4,5,6,7,Bl k13;Lotsls2,3,6,7, 
B l  k19; Lots3&7, B l  k26;Lots3&4,Blk28; Lots1,3,4, B l  k30; Lots5,6,7,8, B l  k53, 
p a r t  o f  S.E.% o f  Sec. 22, Tw. 85, R3, Book A, p. 452 , y I *or,br . - r e .  I ,  

S h e r i f f  Ansel Briggs t o  Henry Jones, June 22, 1846, deed, Bel lview, L191 ( S h e r i f f ' s  
Sale), Book A, p. 460 - - 

,'. ', , , , , . : ' 1 

w.4.H. Clark t o  Ansel Briggs, November 8, 1846, A p r i l  14, 1847, deed, Andrew, 
L1, Blk20, Book A, p. 439 

J. Francis t o  Ansel B r i  ggs, May 4, 1847, May 4, 1847, deed, Andrew, B l  ks4,15,21, 
22,25,31,32,33,44,48,49,51,52,54,56; Lots1,2,3,4,6,7,8,9,10, B lk l8 ;  Lots2,3, 
4,6,7,8, B l  k20; Lots2,3,&4, B l  k27; Lots2, B l  k28; Lots4,5,8, B l  k29; Lots 5&6, 
B1 k30; Lots2,5,6,7, B l  k35; Sk o f  3, B l  k36; Lots1,2,3,4,5&6, B l  k38; Lots2&3, 
B l  k39; Lots1,2,&7, B l  k44; Lots2,3,4,5,6,7&8, B l  k45; Lots1,3,4,5,9,&10, Bl k47; 
Lots1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,&10, Blk50; and ou t  l o t s  1,2,4; a l so  p a r t  o f  S.E.% Sec. 22, 
Tw. 85, Book A, p. 458 

Ansel B r i  ggs t o  F lo r ida  Nicholas, May 18, 1847, Aug . 22, 1847, deed, 'Andrew, L4, 
Blk47, Book A, p. 483 ;' 137: 

Ansel Br iggs t o  Mahala Spence, May 18, 1847, May 18, 1847, deed, Andrew, L7,5,6, 
- 508 Blk35, Book A, p.# _ - - . . -  - . . --. . " C  - .' - . , d l  - 4 
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Ansel Briggs t o  A l v i r a  Ames, Oct. 22, 1847, Oct. 23, 1847, deed, Andrew, 
L1&2, Blk38, Book A, p. 510 

Ansel Briggs t o  Ebenezer Doe, Nov. 1, 1847, Dec. 15, 1847, deed, Andrew, L4, 
Blk45, Book A, p. 512 

Ansel Br iggs t o  E.P. Co l l ins ,  Oct. 23, 1847, Oct. 23, 1847, deed, Andrew, 
L2&3, B l  k39, Book A, p.514 

John Calder t o  Ansel Briggs, Apr. 26, 1845, Jan. 18, 1848, deed, Andrew, L1&2, 
Blk46, Book A, p. 521 

Sta te  o f  Iowa t o  Ansel Briggs, J u l y  23, 1847, Jan 19, 1848, deed, Be1 levue, 
L113, Bl  k195, Book A, p. 523 

S .So  Fenn t o  Ansel Briggs, Nov. 17, 1847, -deed, undivided % o f  NW t, Sec. 8, T85, 
R3, Book A, p. 529 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  3.5. Dyer, Nov. 1, 1847, Nov, 1, 1847, deed, Andrew, 
Blk46, Book A, p. 534 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  E. P. Co l l  ins ,  Feb. 25, 1848, Mar. 13, 1848, deed, 
Andrew, L8, Blk35, Book A, p. 555 

Ansel Briggs t o  Q. Day and W .C. Day, Feb. 18, 1848, Feb. 18, 1848, deed, Andrew, 
L4&8, Blk29; L1,2,7,8 Blk49, Book A, p. 56 1 

Ansel B r i  ggs t o  Ebenezer Doe, Feb. 25, 1848, Feb. 26, 1848, deed, Andrew, W L, 
L5&6, Blk30, Book A, p. 562 

Ansel Br iggs t o  stephen Co l l  i ns ,  June 6, 1848, J u l y  21, 1848, deed, Andrew, 
L2&3, Blk39, Book A, p. 624 

Ansel Briggs ard H a r r i e t  Francis t o  Joseph Palmer, Nov. 29, 1848, Nov. 28, 1848, . 

deed,Andrew, Blk3, BookD, p. 40 . 

Joseph Palmer t o  Ansel Briggs , Nov. 29, 1848, Nov. 29, 1848, NWL o f  Sec. 23, T85, 
Book D, p. 4 0 

Ansel Briggs t o  F. Bangs, Feb. 5, 1849, Feb. 5, 1849, deed, Andrew, Blksl&Z, 
Book D, p. 122 

Ansel Briggs t o  Jackson Harzen, Mar. 7, 1849, Mar, 10, 1849, deed, Andrew, L1, 
Blk44, Book D, p. 174 

Ansel Briggs t o  Nancy Davi son, Mar. 16, 1849, Mar. 19, 1849, deed, Andrew, B l  k l ,  
Book D, p. 178 

Ansel Briggs t o  John S. Graham, Nov, 13, 1848, Nov. 2, 1849, deed, Andrew, 
L3,4,5,&6, Blk38, Book D, p. 504 

Ansel Br iggs t o  John G. McDonald, Apr. 10, 1846, Apr. 21, 1846, Andrew, L2,7,&8, 
B l  k47; and o u t  L o t  #3 bounded N by Emmet, E by SW% o f  Sec. 23, T85, 3E, and 
S by Madison St. and W by W i l  loughby St. 



Ansel Briggs t o  Wm. M i  1 es, Nov. 15, 1849, Dec. 20, 1849, deed, Eb NW4 Sec. 25 
T86 R2, 80 acres, Book D, p. 570 

M.H. Clark t o  Ansel Briggs, Jan. 31, 1850, Feb. 6, 1850, deed, Wk NW% Sec. 25 
T86 R2, Book D, p. 664 

Ansel Briggs t o  Wm. Saltmarsh, Aug. 27, 1850, Sept. 24, 1850, deed, NW% Sec. 16 
T85 R4, Book E, p. 135 

Ansel B r i  ggs t o  Richard H i l d r i  th, Aug. 19, 1850, Aug. 21, 1850, deed, Andrew, 
L2, Blk35, Book E, p. 126 

Ansel Briggs t o  El izabeth A. Cheeny, Sept. 10, 1849, Nov. 31, 1850, deed, Andrew, , 
L2,3,6,&9, Bl k45, Book E, p. 169 

Ansel Briggs and others, bond t o  County Commissioners, Mar. 8, 1851, Mar. 17, 1851, I 

Bond f o r  Court House, Book E, p. 334 
I 

Ansel Briggs and others, bond t o  County Comnissioners, Mar. 24, 1851, Mar. 25, 
1851, Bond for  County Court House, Book E, p. 351 I 

> 

Ansel Briggs t o  Trustees o f  M.E. Church, Aug. 3, 1848, Ju l y  30, 1850, deed, I 

Andrew, L4, B l  k18, " f o r  25 do l la rs  specie", Book E, p. 112 I 
1 

Samuel Hul i ng  t o  Ansel Briggs, Mar. 17, 1852, Mar. 23, 1852, deed, Wb & NE4 , 
I 

Sec. 4 T84 R3; and SE% SWk Sec. 34 T85 R3, Book 7, p. 370 
'i 

Ansel Briggs t o  T.W .G. Mansker, May 13, 1852, May 31, 1852, deed, Andrew, L5&6, 
I 

\ 

Blk15, Book F, p. 517 1 
Ansel Briggs t o  P.B. Bradley, May 22, 1852, June 25, 1852, power o f  attorney, 'I 

Book F, p.  546 

Nathaniel Butterworth and Laura Ann Briggs t o  Ansel Briggs, Nov. 2, 1852, Nov. 2,. 
1852, deed, !% NW4 & gb NE4 & Sb 81 NE4 o f  the NE& of NE& Sec. 22 T85 'I 

(190 acres) ($1400) Lwitness Lydia M. Bu t temor th  & P.B. ~ r a d l e d ,  Book 6, 
p. 200 

i 

Roswel e C. Briggs t o  Ansel Briggs, May 18, 1850, Jan. 6, 1853, power o f  attorney, 1 
General Power o f  Attorney, Book G, p. 335 h 

Ansel B r i  ggs t o  D.G. Quigley, Aug. 11, 1852, June 9, 1853, deed, Andrew, L8, 
Blk45, Book H, p. 365 

! 
Ansel Briggs t o  Jane E. Bagley, June 21, 1853, Ju ly  1, 1853, deed, Andrew, L5, I 

B lk  47, Book H, p. 511 
1 

Ansel Briggs t o  Stephen Col l  ins, Nov. 21, 1853, Nov. 29, 1853, deed,. Andrew, 
'1 

L6&7, B l  k 39, Book I, p. 134 

Ansel B r i  ggs t o  Henry Davis, Dec. 19, 1853, Dec. 23, 1853, deed, & & NE& Sec 4 
T84 R3 9. S% SW;14 S34 T85 R3 , Book I, p. 187 i 

1 



Index t o  Deeds i n  Jackson County (Lands), Book 1 

R.C. Br iggs t o  E.A. Palmer, Nov. 30, 1848, Nov. 30, 1848, deed, Wk SE% & 
SEk SEk Sec. 34 T85, Book D, p. 41 

John Hanna t o  B.I. Briggs, Dec. 23, 1848, Mar. 2, 1849, SS SE% Sec. 20 T85 
R3, Book D, p. 170 

Benjamin I. Briggs t o  Wm. King, Mar. 5, 1849, Mar. 10, 1849, deed, SS SE% 
Sec. 20 T85 R3, Book D, p. 171 

Peter Mu l le r  t o  R.C. Br iggs, Mar. 24, 1849, Mar. 26, 1849, deed (parce ls  o f  
land i n  Sec. 27 & 35), Book D, p. 190 

Fayette Ma1 l a r d  t o  Roswell Briggs, Apr. 18, 1849, Apr. 30, 1849, deed, Andrew, 
L1&8, Blk26, Book D, p. 270 

Henry G. Ma1 1 ard t o  Roswell Briggs, Apr. 18, 1849, Apr. 30, 1849, deed, Andrew, 
L5&6, B l  k27, Book D, p. 272 

Smith Hawkins t o  Benjamin Briggs , Sept. 22, 1849, Sept. 26, 1849, deed, NS 
NWk & SWk NE% & SW%, NW% & SEk NU%, SW%, NE%, Sec. 22 T85 (240 acres), 
Book D, p. 447 

David Br iggs t o  Alexander Jones, Jan. 16, 1850, Mar. 18, 1850, deed, Sabula, 
L1&2, Blk5, Book D, p. 746 

Samuel Baker t o  David B r i  ggs, Mar. 31, 1849, Mar. 18, 1850, deed, Sabu la,  
L1&2, Blk5, Book D, p. 746 

W . I .  H ink ley  t o  John Briggs, Jan. 23, 1852, Jan. 27, 1852, deed, NEk NEL, 
Sec. 17 T85, Book F, p. 234 

Nathaniel But te rwor th  /& Sara B. (wife& t o  B. I. B r i  'gs, Sept. 22, 1849, Aug. . l 6 ,  
1852, deed, E% & sW%i NE o f  NW Sec. 22 T85 R3 f30 acres), Book F, p. 614 

John S. D i l  l e  t o  John Briggs, J u l y  17, 1852, Dec. 29, 1852, deed, NW NE NE 
Sec. 23 T84 R6, Book G, p. 281 

James McLell an t o  John Briggs, J u l y  17, 1852, Dec. 29, 1852, deed, W p t .  Sk 
NE% Sec. 17 T84 R6, Book G, p. 282 

R.C. Br iggs t o  Thomas Manit ta, A p u l  23, 1852, Jan. 6, 1853, deed, see Record 
/By h i s  At to rney Ansel BriggsJ - 

Index t o  Deeds i n  Jackson County (Lands), Book 4 

Sher i f f  of Jackson County t o  Ansel Briggs, June 14, 1862, June 14, 1862, deed, 
NS SE% Sec. 9 T85 R3E 5PM, Book Q, p. 376 

Ansel Br iggs J r .  t o  John S. Briggs, Nov. 16, 1863, Nov. 16, 1863, Q u i t  
c la im  as acquired from Joseph Kelso, Undivided h a l f  o f  % o f  SEL, Sec. 9 
T85 NR3E 5PM ( f o r  $1.00), Book R, p. 423 



Index t o  Deeds i n  Jackson County (General ) , Book 2 

Ansel Briggs ,to El izabeth S i l  sbe, Ju ly  5, 1852, Ju ly  9, 1852, deed, Andrew., 
Blk20, Book J, p. 119 

Ansel Briggs t o  A1 l e n  Palmer, October 23, 1854, October 27, 1854, deed, 
Andrew, L2, B l  k44, Book J, p. 393 

Ansel Briggs t o  James Hickson, Sept. 7, 1854, Mar. 14, 1855, deed, Wt, NWk 
Sec. 25 T86 R2E 5PM, Book J, p. 639 

Ansel Briggs t o  Charles A. Moul ton, 8 Mar. 1855, 22 Mar. 1855, deed, Andrew, 
L4, Blk50, Book J, p. 8 

Ansel Briggs t o  L.N. Warrener, Mar. 15, 1855, Mar. 23, 1855, deed, St, N& and 
S% NE& and S% and NEk of NE& o f  NEL Sec. 22 T85 R3E 5PM, Book K, p. 98 

Ansel ~ r i g g s '  t o  Henry Corwi th,  Feb. 8, 1855, Feb. 23, 1855, deed,. Andrew, 
Bl ks 4,15,21,22,25,31,51,52,54,56 Bl  k18, except L4, Bl  k 20, except L5, 
Bl  ks32,33, except Lots4,5 i n  each and St, L3 B l  k36, Bl  k50, except L8,9,10, 
Lots4,5 i n  Bl k29, Outlot4: L5, Blk45. Also t h a t  pa r t  of SEQ Sec. 22 
T85 NR3E l y i n g  south o f  Andrew and NW& NWk Sec. 23 and & SWk NWk Sec. 23 
T85 NR3E a1 so SWQ and SEk and SEk o f  SWL o f  Sec. 34 T85 NR3E 5PM, Book K, 

/ p. 98 

Ansel Briggs t o  Francis Means, A p r i l  4, 1855, A p r i l  9, 1855, deed, a1 1 t ha t  
po r t ion  of SEk l y i n g  south o f  town of Andrew as se t  f o r t h  i n  the deed. 
Sec. 22 T85 R3E 5PM, Book K, p. 63 

Ansel Briggs t o  Ha r r i e t  Francis, Mar. 21, 1855, May 14, 1855, deed, % NWb, 
St, NEk, St, NEk of NEk and NEk NEQ NEk Sec. 22 and NWts NWk and & S& 
NW ( s i c )  Sec. 23 T85 R3E 5PM, Book K, p. 149 

Michael A. Singleton t o  Ansel Briggs, Feb. 6, 1854, Mar. 28, 1854, deed, 
annul1 i n g  power o f  attorney, Book J, p. 440 

John B r i  ggs t o  Joanan Dominick, Apr i  1 8, 1854, Apr i  1 24, 1854 ,, deed, NEL 
Sec. 17 except 60 acres on the east s ide o f  sa id  % and NW% NEk NE% 
Sec. 23 T84 R6E 5PM, Book J, p. 91 

James E. Leonard t o  John Briggs, May 11, 1854, Aug. 9, 1854, deed, Sabula, 
St, L5, Bl  k16, Book J, p. 115 

James E. Leonard t o  David Briggs, May 11, 1854, Aug. 9, 1854, deed, Sabula, 
& L5, Blk16, Book J, p. 116 

Charles Briggs t o  David Lai ing, Nov. 18, 1854, Nov. 16, 1854, deed, WJg S& 
Sec. 27 T84 R6E 5PM, Book J, p. 389 

John Briggs t o  James McCl e l  1 an, Nov. 3, 1852, Nov. 6, 1852, deed, N by land 
owned Guist, E by farm o f  F. Best, S by sa id  McClellan, Land W by land 
s t i  11 owned by Mr .  Cingeter , E p a r t  o f  I& EL Sec. 17 T84 NR6E 5PM. 
Containing 30 acres, Book L, p. 335 



Charles Br iggs t o  Thomas Esmay, Jan. 20, 1852, Feb. 6, 1854, deed, W% 
SW* Sec. 17 T84 R6W 5PM, Book L. p. 345 

Index t o  Deeds i n  Jackson County (General), Book 3 

Ansel Br iggs from Martha Prosser, Feb. 29, 1856, Mar. 15, 1859, deed, Eb 
NW Sec. 8 T85 R3E 5PM (NW* i n  deed s i c )  l i s t s  Br iggs as res iden t  o f  
Petersburg, V i rg in ia ,  Book 0, p. 128 

S.S. Fenn t o  Ansel Briggs, Apr. 17, 1859, May 7, 1859, deed, Sb SEk & % 
acre see record Sec. 9 T85 R3E 5PM, Book 0, p. 246 

Frances Br iggs t o  P.B. Brad1 ey, Oct. 20, 1857, Oct. 20, 1857, Power o f  
Attorney, Revocation o f  Power o f  Attorney, Book N, p. 35 

R.D. Buggbee t o  C.B. Briggs, Nov. 10, 1857, May 28, 1858, deed, Wk NE% 
Sec. 34 T84 R3E 5PM, Book N, p. 369 



Joseph Kel so t o  Ansel Briggs Jr .  , Nov. 3, 1862, Nov. 16, 1863, Q u i t  c la im 
f o r  $48.16, Undivided h a l f  of N4 o f  SEk, Sec. 9 T85 NR3E 5PM, Book R, 
p. 423, 

Treasurer o f  Jackson County t o  Ansel Briggs Jr .  and John S. Briggs, Nov. 16, 
1863, Nov. 16, 1863, Tax deed, k SE* Sec. 9 T85 R3E 5PM, Book A, p. 328 

John S. Briggs t o  Ansel B r i  ggs J r .  , May 26, 1863, Apr. 25, 1864, Power o f  
Attorney, Book S, p. 338 (John's address given as Council B lu f f s ,  Iowa; 
Ansel J r .  ' s as Jackson Co. ; Power t o  1 ease a1 1 Town Lots i n  Andrew and 
a l l  other lands i n  Iowa o r  i n  Nebraska Te r r i t o r y )  

Index t o  Deeds i n  Jackson County (Lands), Book 5 

Ansel Briggs t o  J. Y. Bl ackwell , Mar. 13, 1860, Mar. 15, 1860, deed, S4 SE% 
Sec. 9 T85 R3E & t, acre i n  Sec. 10, Book P, p. 33 ( l i s t s  Briggs' address 
as Jackson County) 

,' 
Y ,  

Ansel Briggs t o  Ha r r i e t  Frances, June 26, 1861, Ju ly  3, 1861, Q u i t  c la im t o  
t r a c t  o f  land l y i n g  west o f  the south h a l f  o f  the town o f  Andrew, i n  the 
SEk Sec. 22 T85 NR3E 5PM, and east o f  the l i n e  d i v i d i ng  the SEL from the 
SW% o f  Sec. 22, Book P, p. 621 

Ansel Briggs t o  John S. Briggs and Ansel Briggs Jr., Sept. 6, 1862, Sept. 6, 
1862, deed, Nt, SE% Sec. 9 T85 R3E also Blks 334148, Lots3&6 i n  Blk49 and 
Lots1,2,7,8 i n  Blk52 i n  town ( a l l  f o r  $1200), Book Q, p. 460 

Benjamin J. Briggs estate t o  Ansel Briggs, Mar. 16, 1864, Mar. 13, 1864, deed, 
S4 NW% and S4 NE* and S4 NE% and NE% NEk, Sec. 22 T85 R3E 5PM, Bbok S, 
p. 476 

Ansel Briggs t o  Mary E. Thomas, Feb. 12, 1866, Feb. 13, 1866, deed, SEb Sec. 22 
T85 R3E 5PM (index ent ry)  (instrument ent ry)  -- " a l l  o f  the south east quar- 
t e r  of sect ion 22 T85 NR3E 5PM West o f  Block 1 west o f  the west end o f  
Cass S t ree t  and west of Lots 1 and 10 i n  Block number 2 i n  the town o f  
Andrew." Book 20, p. 257 

................................................. 

John S. Briggs and Ansel Briggs J r .  t o  Wm. H. Thomas, Jan. 20, 1865, Apr. 15, . 
1865, deed, N% SEk Sec. 9 T85 R3E 5PM, Book V, P. 132 (address f o r  both " 
Br iggs'  given as Madison County, Montana Ter r i to ry ;  c l e r k  i n  Montana says 
both Briggs' appeared before him there) 

Sarah A. Weed t o  David M. B r i  ggs , Oct. 23, 1865, Dec. 2, 1865, deed, SW% SE& 
" 

Sec. 30 T84 R5E 5PM, Book V, p. 568 

Index t o  Deeds i n  Jackson County (Lands), Book 6 

R.D. Bugbee t o  Charles B. Briggs, Nov. 10, 1857, May 16, 1868, Warranty Deed, 
& NE4 Sec. 34 T84 NR3E 5PM, Book 26, p. 85 (Char1 es Briggs ' residence - 
Gainsv i l le ,  Wyoming County, New York) 



Char1 es B. Briggs t o  George & Otto Wendel , May 9, 1868, June 27, 1868, 
Warranty deed, W% NE% Sec. 34 T84 NR3E 5PM, Book 25, p. 57 

Index t o  Deeds i n  Jackson County (Lands), Book 7 

Louisa Briggs and her husband A1 f r ed  Briggs, Wyoming County, New York and 
several others, t o  Perkins Ha t f i e ld ,  Ju l y  5, 1865, June 4, 1869, 
Warranty deed, NE% NE% Sec. 7 T84 NR2E 5PM, p lus  miscellaneous o ther  
small t r a c t s .  (ev ident ly  an es ta te  sett lement),  Book 27, p. 29 

David M..'Briggs t o  Edward Foster, Feb. 12, 1870, Feb. 16, 1870, Warranty 
deed, SW% SEL Sec. 30 T84 NR5E 5PM (40 acres), Book 27, p. 423 

Index t o  Deeds i n  Jackson County (Lands), Book 8 

James H. Andrew t o  Porter  Briggs, Sept. 17, 1873, Dec. 10, 1872, Warranty 
deed, $357, land ad jo in ing town o f  Ozark, 117% ft. from SE corner of 
L1 i n  B l k l l  running south 14 west 16 west 14 nor th  50 34 west 20 ft. 
more o r  less  e tc .  etc.  ad i n f . ,  Book 34, p. 312 

Index t o  Deeds i n  J a c k s ~ n  County (Lands), Book 10 

Horat io W. Sanford t o  Ansel Briggs, Mar. 15, 1881, Mar. 22, 1881, Q u i t  claim, 
SWk SW% Sec. 34 T85 3RE 5PM f o r  $1.00 (made i n  place o f  a deed made by 
Sanford t o  Briggs i n  A p r i l  1852 f o r  same land, f i r s t  deed reported l o s t ) ,  
Book 44, p. 307 - gives Br iggs'  residence as Jackson County, as i t  would 
have been i n  1852 

Index t o  Deeds i n  Jackson County (Lands), Book 11 

Oren Briggs and w i f e  Roberta t o  s ign w i t h  4 Kimballs and 2 Moores i n  a sa le  
t o  Michael Burk, Mar. 29, 1882, May 13, 1882, Q u i t  claim, EL, SEb Sec. 36 
T85 NR3E 5 PM f o r  $400 (Seems 1 i ke an esta te  set t lement) ,  Book 44, p. 523 - Br iggs given as 1 i v i n g  i n  Union County, Dakota 

I . .  
6 

in 



Index t o  Deeds i n  Jackson County (Town Lots), Book 1 

Ansel Briggs t o  Richard Hi ldreth,  Ju ly  2, 1855, Aug. 17, 1855, deed, Andrew, 
Bl k18 except L4, and W$ o f  Bl k31, Book A, p. 31 

Ansel Briggs t o  David Stover, Aug. 15, 1855, Aug. 28, 1855, deed, Andrew, 

;?fa R 
t4&5, Blk29, Book A, p. 39 

t 

Ansel Briggs and Francis t o  George Wyckoff, Sept. 6, 1855, Sept. 10, 1855, 
deed, Andrew, L6, Blk26, Book A, p. 51 

Ansel B r i  ggs t o  H, D. Hanna, Apr. 24 ,, 1855, Oct. 1, 1855, deed, Andrew, 
L5,6,7,8,&9, Blk31, Book A, p. 60 

Ansel Briggs t o  W i  11 iam McCl ure, Oct. 17, 1855, Nov. 5, 1855, deed, Andrew, 
Blk25, Book A, p. 72 ,.. ; P , 

Ansel Briggs t o  Charles A. Moul ton, Ju ly  12, 1855, Dec. 21, 1855,' deed, Andrew, 
L3, Blk50, Book A, p. 92 

Ansel Briggs t o  Henry Waters, Oct. 25, 1855, Mar. 3, 1856, deed, Andrew, Bl k21, 
Book A, p. 126 , 1 %  ' i 

. ' 9  L 

Ansel Briggs and w i fe  t o  Joseph Palmer, Sept. 19, 1856, Oct. 6, 1856, deed, 
Andrew, Blk 4, Book A, p. 311 I ' 

UI 
I I 

Ansel Briggs t o  Michael Zentner, May 15, 1857, May 18, 1857, deed, Andrew, 
Blk32, Book A, p. 461 

. b . 7 , " & , I  

i 
Ansel Briggs t o  W i  11 iam B. Johnson, Oct. 19, 1857, Nov. 25, 1857, deed, ~ndrkw, '1 

& L3, Blk36, Book B, p. 76 I 

Ansel Briggs t o  James D. Cannon, Oct. 27, 1857, Dec. .8, 1857, deed, Andrew, 
L1,2,3,4,7,8,9,&10, Blk15, Book B, p. 82 i 

- E 
Ansel Briggs t o  H,-J.Dawson, Oct. 3, 1857, Feb. 13, 1858, deed, Out l o t  i n  

Andrew, Book B, p. 108 

Ansel Briggs t o  W i l l  iam McCl ure, Aug. 13, 1858, Jan. 20, 1859, deed, Andrew, 
, :t 

L2,3,&4, Blk27, Book B, p. 274 

Ansel B r i  ggs t o  L.H. Warriner, Mar. 15, 1859, June 6, 1859, deed, Andrew, 
Blk51, Book B, p. 338 

Ansel B r i  ggs and Franc1 s t o  John L. Hodges, Ju ly  21, 1845, Sept. 17, 1859, deed, 
Book B, no page reference but says "see Land Index" 

, ,q  

Ansel B r i  ggs t o  Charles Spef t h  , Aug. 9, 1860, Aug. 20, 1860, deed, Andrew, L5, 
Bl  k45, Book B, p. 519 

Ansel Briggs t o  Francis Mu1 1 in,  Apr. 14, 1862, Apr. 14, 1862, deed, Andrew, 
L3,4,5,&6, B l  k52, Book C, p. 12 11, I . 

( 5 -  - . i 
Ansel B r i  ggs t o  John Briggs and Ansel Briggs Jr., Sept. 6, 1862, Sept. 6, 1862, 

L3&6, Bl k49, B1,2,7 ,&8, Bl k52, Bl ks33 $48, Book Q, p. 460 



Ansel Briggs t o  Ha r r i e t  Francis, May 26, 1863, June 6, 1863, Q u i t  claim, Andrew, 
L8, Blk19, Book C, p. 170 

Ha r r i e t  Francis t o  Ansel B r i  ggs, May 26, 1863, May 27, 1863, Q u i t  claim, Andrew, 
L2, Blk30, Book C, p. 166 

************* 
8 - - -  .... .. 

Roswell C. Briggs t o  Christopher J. Dawson, Nov. 31 ( s i c ) ,  1855, Apr. 4, 1856', 
deed, Andrew, L1&8, B l  k26, Book A, p. 154 

R.C. Briggs t o  Francis Means, Ju ly  12, 1855, Dec. 29, 1857, deed, Andrew, L5&6, 
Blk27, Book B, p. 91 

Francis Briggs t o  L.H. Warriner, Apr. 30, 1858, May 3, 1858, deed, Andrew, Blk46, 
Book B, p. 138 

Ansel Briggs Jr. andJ.S. Briggs t o  J.M. Schueller, 9pr. 11, 1864, Apr. 18, 1864, 
deed, Andrew, L1,2,7 ,&8, Bl k52, Book C, p. 305 

Index t o  Deeds i n  Jackson County (Town Lots) ,  Book 2 

Ansel Briggs t o  J. Y. B l  ackwell , May 20, 1864, June 11, 1864, deed, Andrew, L2, 
Blk30, Book C, p. 340 

Ansel Briggs t o  Enos J. Ford, Feb. 1, 1866, Feb. 8, 1866, deed, Andrew, -L7&8, 
Blk22, Book D, p. 62 

Ansel Briggs t o  A.J. P h i l l i p s ,  Apr. 14, 1866, Nov. 20, 1867, Q u i t  claim, Andrew, 
L2,6,7 ,NS o f  3, B l  k36, Book E, p. 40 

Ansel Briggs t o  Jno. P. Mann, Nov. 2, 1867, Feb. 3, 1868, Q u i t  claim, Andrew, 
L3,4,5,&6, B l  k22, Book E, p. 130 

Frederick Schramling e t  a1 t o  Charles Briggs Sr . ,  Sept. 1, 1869, Sept. 22, 1869, 
Warranty deed, Sabul a, L7&8, B l  k12, Book E, p. 439 

Index t o  Deeds i n  Jackson County (Town Lots), Book 3 

Charles Br iggs t o  Abraham Beasley, June 28, 1870, May 4, 1871, Warranty deed, 
Sabula, L7&8, Blk12, Book G, p. 1 

Index t o  Deeds i n  Jackson County (Town Lots) ,  Book 5 

Ansel Briggs t o  P.B. Bradley, Mar. 20, 1860, Dec. 15, 1886, Warranty deed, Andrew, 
L1,9,&10, Bl k47; L9&10, Bl k50; Book P, p. 256 



Ansel B r i  ggs t o  P.B. Bradley, Mar. 20, 1860, not f i l e d  u n t i l  - 1886, deed, 
Andrew, L1,9,&10, B l  k47; L9&10, Bl k50, f o r  $250 

John S. Briggs t o  Nathaniel B. Butterworth, Apr. 8, 1882, Apr. 17, 1882, 
Warranty deed, Andrew,' Book 0, p. 143 

John S. Briggs t o  Nathaniel B. Butterworth, May 10, 1882, May 17, 1882, Q u i t  
claim, Andrew, Book J, p. 544 

H i  berd Waugh and wife t o  Tamma H. Briggs, July 25, 1889, Aug. 6, 1889, Warranty 
deed, Monmouth, f o r  $500 a l o t  i n  Blk16, Book R, p. 340 

John S. Briggs and wi fe  Mary E. o f  Douglas County, Nebraska sold t o  Nathaniel B. 
Butterworth, Q u i t  c l a i n  Andrew, f o r  $25.00, B l  k33; L1&2, B l  k38; B l  ks48&49 

John S. Briggs and wife Mary E. o f  Douglas County, Nebraska sold t o  Nathaniel 
B. Butterworth, Warranty deed, Andrew, f o r  $30.00, the undivided one h a l f  
in te res t  o f  B l  ks 48&49, L1&2 i n  B l  k38 



Index t o  Deeds i n  Pottawattamie County (Grantee), Book 1 
n ' /  

J. E. Johnson and w i f e  t o  Ansel Briggs and A. B. Malcolm, March 5, 1857, May 6, 1857, 
specia l  warranty, L1, Blk71; L12, Blk70; L1,2,&9, Blk92; L13, Blk92; L9, Bl  k 
123, L8&10, B l  k93; B10, Bl k105; L3, Blk78; L4,5,6,8,16, Bl  k l l ;  L5, B l  k23, L2&7, 
Bl  k127; L9, B l  k112, L2, Bl k95; L10&15, Bl  k l l l ;  L1&9, B l k l ;  L9, Bl  k55; L5&6, 
Blk124; B3&19, Blk90; L5&7, Blk125; L10, BLk100; L3, Blk79; L7, BLk89; L3, 
Bl  k129; L3&6, B1 k22; L1, B l  k12; L6, Bl  k98; L20, Bl k91; L1, Blk57, i n  Crescent 
City, Iowa, Book F, p. 446 

Index t o  Deeds i n  Pottawattamie County (Grantee), Book 3 

- !  1 , .  , i ' I '-I;I" ,. - I i I* , 8 

.P. and Saul Eggleston t o  J.S. and Ansel Briygs, 22 Sept. 1860, 15 Nov. 1860, 
specia l  warranty, Wk of SEk and SEk o f  SWk, Sec. 24 T75 R43, Book P, p. 39 

,F: l .  f , f "  I I 

, ' 8  ' n  8 I 1, :  ' t 

Index t o  Deeds i n  ~ o t t a w e t t a m i e  County (Grantee), Book 5 

Samuel M. Weston and w i f e  t o  R.W. Briggs, 11 March 1872, 27 A p r i l  1872, warranty 
deed, NEk o f  SWk Sec. 15-74-39, Book 35, p. 172 

S.M. Weston and wife t o  R.W. Briggs, 26 J u l y  1870, 31 Aug. 1870, warranty deed, 
Sk of SW Sec. 15-74-39, Bdok 28, p. 340 

8 8 ,  ; ,  5' 8 
, I +' , .., 
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Index t o  Deeds i n  Pottawattamie County (Grantor), Book 2 

. . m #  r , 8 

John S. Briggs, D.W. Carpenter and wife,, t o  N.P. Dodge, 18 Jan. 1864, 19 Jan. 1864, 
warranty deed, NE, SW Sec. 22 T75 R43, L1,2,3, Blk7; L11,12,13,14,15,16,17, 
Blk25; Book U, p. 369 

? 

John S. Br iggs t o  Carol i n a  Lamb, 29 A p r i l  1864, 30 Apr i  1 1864, warranty deed, 
NW, SW, Sec. 4 T75 R43, Book U, P. 551 

Index t o  Deeds i n  Pottawattamie County (Grantor), Book 3 

Ansel Briggs, S r .  t o  A.B. Malcolm, 21 November 1860, 30 October, 1866, spec ia l  
warranty, no d e s c r i p t i o n  (see deed), Book 3, p. 444 

Index t o  Deeds i n  Pottawattamie County (Grantor),  Book 5 

Ansel Briggs, Admin is t ra tor  o f  Malcolm Estate t o  E. Rosencrans, 26 Nov. 1875. 



27 Nov. 1875, 

Index t o  Orig 

Admi 

i nal 

n i s t r a t o r ' s  Deed, par t  o f  L180&181, O.P., Book 

Entries o f  U.S. Lands i n  Pottawattamie County 

Ansel Briggs, NW% SW% Sec. 35 T74 R44, 40A, 5 June 1854 



Index t o  beeds i n  Douglas County, Nebraska, Book 3 

Florence Land Co. t o  Ansel Briggs, 26 Jan. 1868, 17 Apri  1 1860, warranty deed /q, 
"A number o f  l o t s  i n  the  c i t y  o f  Florence", Book M, p. 371, 372, 373 

Mayor o f  Florence t o  Ansel Briggs, 9 Jan. 1858, 20 A p r i l  1860, Mayor deed /n, 
"A l a rge  number o f  l o t s  i n  the c i t y  o f  Florence", Book M, p. 378, 379- 

Index t o  Deeds i n  Douglas County, Nebraska, Book 9 

Ansel Briggs , Administrator, t o  Olof Hansen, 14 November 1876, 14 November 1876, 
deed, "Several l o t s " ,  i n  town o f  Florence, Book 20, p. 133 . 

Ansel Briggs, Administrator, t o  E l i za  J, M i t che l l ,  17 November 1876, 20 November 
1816, deed, L2, Bl k40; town o f  Florence and Out Lots 151 and 152, Book 21, 
p. 182 

Ansel Briggs, Administrator, t o  E l  i z a  A. Campbell, 20 November 1876, 22 November 
1876, deed, L1, Bl k72, town o f  Florence and L5, Bl k83, Book 21, p. 187 

Ansel Briggs, Administrator, t o  Kassa Oleson, 17 Nov. 1876, 6 March 1877, deed, 
L6, 10, 11, and. 12, B l  k49; town o f  Florence, Book 21, p. 582 

Ansel Briggs, Administ rator  o f  Malcolm, t o  Thomas Barre t t ,  17 November 1876, 21 
Apr i  1 1877, deed, L4, Bl k89, i n  town o f  F l  orence , and L3, Bl k222; Book 22, 
p. 103 

Ansel Briggs, Administrator, t o  N.C. Perry, 17 ~ovember 1876, 16 May 1877, warranty 
deed, L7, B lk  87; town of Florence, Book 22, p. 199 

Ansel Briggs, Administrator, t o  E.H. Walker, 17 November 1876, 14 January 1878, 
deed, L16, B l  k90, L16, B l  k95 - both i n  town o f  Florence, Book 23, p. 579 



SITES CONNECTED WITH ANSEL BRIGGS, AND AN APPRAISAL OF THEIR POTENTIAL 
AS HISTORIC MEMORIALS TO H I M  

1. Home s i t e  on Brush Creek: there i s  no evidence o f  the remains o f  
it, and no documentation t h a t  Briggs ever ac tua l l y  1 ived there. 
Probab i l i t i es  are t h a t  he did, but  we do not know exact ly where. 
There i s  l i t t l e  t h a t  could be done here except as pa r t  o f  the 
park 1 i sted i n  the recomnendations. 

2. M i l l  s i t e  on Brush Creek: no remnants l e f t  o f  it. Documentation 
ex is ts  t h a t  Briggs d i d  own a mi11 on Brush Creek, but  not  t h a t  
he o erated i t  personally. This i s  the same area as #1  and 
wou f- d be a good park s i t e  as mentioned i n  the recommendations. 
It would be a mistake t o  r u i n  the natural  beauty o f  the s i t e  w i th  
any other intrusions.  

3. Two house s i t e s  i n  Andrew: ne i ther  bu i ld ing  i s  s t i l l  standing. 
The s i t e  o f  one i s  marked w i t h  the plaque on the boulder i n  f r o n t  
o f  t he  stump o f  an elm t ree  t h a t  Briggs i s  supposed t o  have planted. 
I n  e i t he r  case the only memorial possible would be a small marker 
i n  f r o n t  on the l o t  ind ica t ing  t h a t  Briggs once l i v e d  there. We 
see no great value i n  such aproceeding. 

4. Gravesite i n  Andrew Cemetery: presumably Briggs' remains are bur- 
i ed  here. This s i t e  already has a marker monument erected by the 
state, and there seems t o  be l i t t l e  po in t  i n  pu t t ing  up another 
one o r  a l a rge r  one. 

5. Butterworth Tavern: strong l oca l  h i s t o r i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  holds t h a t  
Briggs l i v e d  i n  t h i s  1851 s t ruc tu re  f o r  several years a f t e r  being 
governor. No documentation has been found f o r  t h i s  except the 
1870 census entry, which, o f  course, does not ind ica te  the length 
o f  t ime he may have stayed i n  it. It i s  i n  p r i va te  ownership and 
the present occupant gives no i nd i ca t i on  o f  wishing t o  vacate. 
The bu i ld ing  i s  not  i n  good repa i r  and there are apparently no 
a r t i c l e s  remaining t h a t  can be proven as having belonged t o  Briggs, 
o r  used by him. Indeed, there are few o r i g i na l  furnishings o f  
any kind. This i s  a stone bui ld ing,  but  there i s  no t  much t h a t  
could be done w i t h  it, as i t i s  i n  a r u r a l  area, presenting a se- 
c u r i t y  problem, and i t  i s  no t  i n  good condit ion. 

6. Andrew Court House: t h i s  was b u i l t  i n  the mid-1860s and has no par- 
t i c u l a r  connection w i t h  Briggs except t h a t  he recorded a land 
t rans fe r  i n  it. The bu i l d i ng  was f i r e  damaged a number o f  years 
ago, and the  top f l o o r  i s  missing. It i s  not  i n  good s t ruc tu ra l  
condit ion, and presents insurmountable problems as an h i s t o r i c  
bu i l d i ng  open t o  the pub1 i c  even i f  the  Briggs connection was 
stronger. 

7. Normal School s i t e  i n  Andrew: Briggs was Governor when t h i s .  was 
created and a case can be made t h a t  Andrew would not  have received 
a s ta te  i n s t i t u t i o n  i f  Briggs had not  been Governor a t  the t ime 



o f  i t s  establishment. The o r i g i na l  bu i ld ing  was destroyed by 
wind, and classes were never ac tua l l y  held i n  it. A marker i n  
f ron t  o f  the s i t e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  but  does not  seem t o  have 
much value as e i t h e r  a memorial t o  Briggs o r  as an h i s t o r i c  s i t e .  

8. Methodist Church i n  Andrew: Briggs may have worshipped i n  t h i s ,  
and h i s  ch i ld ren  apparently attended classes i n  i t  p r i o r  t o  the 
t ime t h a t  the Normal School was constructed. There i s  l i t t l e  
chance o f  developing t h i s  i n  a meaningful way. 

Andrew J a i l :  no connection w i t h  Briggs. It i s  a stone structure,  
b u i l t  about 1871. Serious res to ra t ion  problems would be involved 
i n  t r y i n g  t o  use i t as an h i s t o r i c  bu i ld ing  open t o  the pub l ic .  

10 Godard House west o f  Maquoketa: l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n  holds t ha t  Briggs 
always stayed i n  i t  on h i s  way t o  and from Iowa C i t y  whi le  he 
was Governor. It i s  p r i v a t e l y  owned and whi le  i t  might be marked 
as an h i s t o r i c  bu i ld ing  i t  does no t  show any other p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
i n  connection w i t h  t h i s  pro jec t .  

11. Davenport, Council B lu f f s ,  and Omaha: Evidence i s  strong t h a t  Briggs 
once 1 i ved i n  Davenport but  we do no t  know the exact spot. We a l -  

)Ifi""so r .r know t h a t  he l i v e d  i n  Council B l u f f s  on more than one occasion 
but  as far  as we have been able t o  f i n d  out, none o f  the bu i ld ings qw are s t i l l  standing. I n  Omaha he l i v e d  w i t h  h i s  son and t h a t  house 
i s  a1 so non-extant. H is  o r i g i n a l  gravesi t e  presumably s t i l l  ex is ts .  
A l l  o f  these -< tes  are qu i t e  tangent ia l  t o  t h i s  study, and none o f  

++-+var. . ~ u l a r l y  worthy o f  f u r t he r  not ice o r  marking. ,, 
- - .  ,E i  , 

ir 1 , , .  v inb~ j ib , i  $ . < I  
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REGISTER OF MONUMENTS AND MEMORIALS TO ANSEL BRIGGS 

1) On 6 May 1881, the day a f t e r  Governor Briggs' death, John Gear, 
the current  governor o f  Iowa, made the fo l lowing proclamation: "To 
the People o f  Iowa:--It i s  w i t h  deep s e n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  the  governor 
formal ly  announces t o  h i s  fe l low c i t i zens  the death o f  Ansel Briggs, 
f i r s t  Governor o f  the State o f  Iowa, which event occurred a t  3:30 0 ' -  
clock on the morning o f  Thursday the 5th  day o f  May, instant ,  a t  the 
c i t y  o f  Omaha, Nebraska. The people o f  Iowa w i l l  not  f a i l  t o  do hon- 
o r  t o  the  memory o f  one who was deemed worthy by the hardy pioneers 
o f  t h i s  cononwealth t o  be i t s  f i r s t  ch ie f  magistrate. He w i t h  them, 
l a i d  wel l  the foundations i n  t h i s  p r a i r i e  wilderness, o f  a mighty 
state,  destined t o  be the home o f  m i l l  ionspeople, coming from our own 
and other lands. Serving f a i t h f u l l y  i n  her day o f  feebleness, he re-  
t i r e d  w i t h  the respect o f  a l l  t o  p r i va te  1 i f e ,  and now, having retained 
t h a t  respect throughout, he goes t o  h i s  grave i n  a serene o l d  age, 
having l i v e d  t o  witness the growth o f  the s ta te  he loved so well ,  un- 
til now i t s  populat ion i s  numbered by the  mi l l i ons ,  and the constant 
rea l  i t a t i o n  o f  the fervent  desire expressed i n  h i s  r e t i r i n g  message 
t o  the General Assembly, ' t h a t  t h i s ,  h i s  adopted state, might ever be 
dist inguished f o r  v i r tue ,  i n t e l l  igence and prosper i ty.  ' 

"The funeral w i l l  be held a t  North Omaha, Nebraska, on Saturday, 
the 7 th  inst . ,  a t  10 o 'c lock A.M. 

" I n  respect t o  the memory o f  the departed, a gun w i l l  be f i r e d  
every h a l f  hour on the day o f  the funeral from sunrise u n t i l  noon, 
i n  the c i t y  o f  Des Moines, the cap i t a l  o f  the state. The nat ional  
f l a g  w i l l  be displayed a t  h a l f  mast on t h a t  day from the various pub- 
1 i c  bui ld ings.  John H. Gear" (Council B l u f f s  Nonpareil, 12 May 1881.) 

2) There were several e f fo r ts ,  i n  the years fo l lowing Briggs' death, 
t o  get h i s  body moved t o  Iowa and a su i tab le  monument erected. A t  
f i r s t ,  John S. Briggs, son o f  the l a t e  governor, res is ted  these e f -  
fo r ts .  But by the end o f  the l a t e  18901s, he decided t h a t  t h i s  would 
be "qu i te  proper." A f t e r  he died, i n  1900, h i s  w i f e  began t o  encour- 
age such action. I n  1904, the Pioneer Lawmakers' Association o f  Iowa 
adopted the f o l  lowing resolut ion:  "Resol ved, That i f  the representa- 
t i v e s  o f  the fami ly  o f  Ansel Briggs, the f i r s t  Governor o f  Iowa, w i l l  
assent t o  the  removal o f  h i s  remains t o  a su i tab le  bu r i a l  place wi th-  
i n  t h i s  State, t h a t  i t i s  the sense o f  t h i s  Association t ha t  the peo- 
ple, through the Governor and General Assembly, should provide f o r  
the expense o f  the  same, and f o r  a monument t o  h i s  memory. And t h a t  
a copy o f  t h i s  reso lu t ion  be sent t o  Mrs. John S. Briggs, a t  Omaha, 
Nebraska. " 

About t h i s  t ime the Jackson County H i s to r i ca l  Society began an 
e f f o r t  t o  get the  s ta te  t o  remove Briggs' body t o  Andrew, and erect  
a monument there. The president o f  t h i s  organization was J.W. E l l i s ,  
who a1 so happened t o  be a Representative from Jackson County t o  the 
General Assembly. A f t e r  several years o f  e f f o r t ,  he succeeded i n  get- 
t i n g  an appropr iat ion f o r  $1000 from the state, i n  1909, t o  remove 



Briggs'  body from the Prospect Hi1 1 cemetery i n  Omaha t o  the Andrew 
cemetery, and t o  e rec t  a monument over t h i s  grave. This task was com- 
p le ted and the monument was dedicated on 6 June 1909. The t o t a l  cost  
o f  t h i s  p ro j ec t  was $1,025.18, the s t a te  payins a l l  but  $25.18. (Var- 
ious 1 e t te rs ,  Briggs ~ a m i l y  Papers; Laws of-  the T h i r t y - t h i r d  ~ e n e r a l  
Assembly, 233-34; "Report o f  ~ i s t o r i c a l ~ o c i e t y  t o  Sta te  Audi tor  f o r  
Removal of the  Remains o f  Ansel Briggs and Erect ing Monument," Annals 
of Jackson County, Iowa, V I  (1908-1909), 70-71; the Des Moines Regis- - 
t e r  and Leader, 6 June 1909.) -- 
3) On 18 September 1925, i n  ceremonies attended by many d i g n i t a r i e s  
inc lud ing Iowa's Governor John Hamni 11 , the Andrew Ladies L i t e r a r y  
Associat ion placed a bronze marker on a boulder i n  f r o n t  on an elm 
t r ee  t h a t  was supposed t o  have been planted by Governor Briggs, i n  
Andrew. (Various newspaper c l  ippings, Katherine Daudel ' s Scrapbooks ; 
Des Moines Register, 2 December 1973.) 

4) Two markers were erected i n  1936, w i t h  p r i va te  funds, on the Henry 
Janssen farm i n  Jackson County. The f i r s t  was. erected on a b l u f f  over- 
look ing Brush Creek, w i t h  the fo l lowing i nsc r i p t i on :  "J. H. JANSSEN, 
PARK MEMORIAL TO GOV. BRIGGS ON SITE OF HIS OLD HOME 1836-1842, FRIEND 
OF EDUCATION, HE SIGNED ACT TO CREATE SUI FEB. 25 1847, GOVERNOR 1846- 
1850. 'I The o ther  marker was erected a few hundred yards away, on the  
banks o f  Brush Creek, t o  mark the  s i t e  of Ansel ' s  sawmill. It was 
washed i n t o  the  stream, i n  the 19601s, and i s  no longer v i s i b l e ,  (Iowa 
Journal o f  H is to ry  and Pol i t i c s ,  X X I V  (1936), 162; Arthur Janssen t r  
T.N. ~ y d c  30 March 1 9 7 7  

5) On 10 March 1946, as a r e s u l t  o f  e f f o r t s  by the  Iowa Associat ion 
of Long Beach, Cal i forn ia,  the L i be r t y  sh ip  Ansel Briggs was launched. 
(Various l e t t e r s  and newspaper c l  ippings, Mary Elda Schrei ber ' s  scrap- 
book, Maquoketa. ) 

6) There are  signs, a t  e i t h e r  end o f  Andrew on highway 62, w i t h  the 
words "Andrew--Home o f  Iowa's F i r s t  Governor." These markers were 
erected by the  Town o f  Andrew, the l oca l  Senior Cit izens, and the An- 
drew Petal Pals Club. (Des Moines Register, 2 December 1973.) 

7) "It has been proposed t o  designate t he  road between Dubuque and 
Davenport as t he  Ansel Briggs Memorial Highway. Over t h i s  road Ansel 
Briggs, l a t e r  the  f i r s t  Governor o f  the  Sta te  o f  Iowa, ca r r i ed  mai 1 
on horseback. The former home o f  Governor Briggs was a t  Andrew, i n  
Jackson County, and would thus be reached by the proposed improvement 
o f  the  highway." from the  Iowa Journal - of ~ i s t o r y '  - and p o l i t i c s ,  Vol- 
ume X X I V  (January 1926), p 3 2 .  

8) Br iggs '  p o r t r a i t  hangs i n  the Ha l l  of Fame o f  the Jackson County 
H i s t o r i c a l  Society Museum, i n  Maquoketa. 

9) An o i l  p o r t r a i t  of Ansel Briggs hangs i n  the State Museum i n  Des 
Moines. The capt ion reads: "Ansel Briggs, F i r s t  Governor of the Sta te  
o f  Iowa, 1846-50, painted by J. N. Parks.' 



10) An a r t i c l e  was published i n  The Palim sest, "The F i r s t  State 
Governor", by Jacob S w i  sher, Vol u ~ 2 * r  1946). pp. 357-368. 
The markers about Briggs i n  the Andrew and Brush Creek area are l i s t e d  
i n  S. W. Wright 's book on H i s t o r i c  Markers i n  Iowa, and page 96 o f  
Discoverin H i s t o r i c  Iowa, pub1 ished by the State Department o f  Pub- 
d t i o n  i n  1 9 f T i s  devoted t o  Briggs and the Jackson County 
s i t e s  connected w i t h  h i s  1 i f e  and career. 

11) There i s  an Ansel Briggs Elementary School i n  Maquoketa. 

12) There i s  a Briggs St reet  i n  Omaha, Nebraska, and a town o f  Briggs 
nor th  o f  Omaha i n  the 1921 at las .  Briggs l i v e d  the l a s t  few years o f  
h i s  l i f e  i n  the Omaha area, and was a lso prominent i n  the development 
o f  the town o f  Florence as a r i v a l  t o  Omaha i n  the 1850s. We have no 
proof t h a t  e i t h e r  o f  these were ac tua l l y  named f o r  Ansel Briggs, but  
they a re  located i n  an area where he l i v e d  and owned land. 



RECOMMENDATIONS 

These are l i s t e d  i n  our p r i o r i t y  order. 

1. - An o f f i c i a l  s ta te  highway marker a t  Andrew: This marker would be a -. 
pa r t  of an ongolng program of hEhway markers, but  would be appro- 
p r i a t e  t o  cornemorate Briggs .   he l oca l  au tho r i t i e s  would be. i n -  
volved i n  l oca t i ng  the s i t e  f o r  the erect ion o f  the marker - prob- 
ably the best l oca t i on  would be on Iowa Highway 62 on the o u t s k i r t s  
o f  Andrew, o r  i n  the C i t y  Park there. 

2. Special d isp lay  i n  the  Jackson County Museum, Maquoketa: The s ta te  
could fund a s p e c m  room o r  exh ib i t  i n  the ex i s t i ng  county h i s t o r -  
i c a l  soc ie ty  museum, which would t i e  Briggs i n t o  the context o f  
county h i s t o r y  and also u t i l i z e  an ex i s t i ng  f a c i l i t y .  We would rec- 
ommend the sum of $5000 o r  more, and the Board o f  D i rec tors  and Cur- 
a to r  o f  the Jackson County H i s to r i ca l  Society Museum would receive 
the funds and administer them, under the general technical  supervis- 
ion o f  the Iowa State H i s to r i ca l  Department. The most. feas ib le  p lan 
would probably be a diorama i l l u s t r a t i n g  some important a c t i v i t y ,  
such as a diorama showing h i s  inauguration as Governor o f  Iowa. 

. Purchase o f  the Janssen property for  a park s i t e :  The Janssen prop- 
e r t y  i s t h e o c a t i o n  o f  the m i l l w i i e d  by m g s  and i s  already 
the s i t e  o f  two memorials t o  him, one no lonaer extant. Both o f  
these were p r i v a t e l y  erected, as-explained i n  the sect ion on ex i s t -  
i n g  monuments and memorials. We envis ion t h i s  s i t e  t o  be a natura l  
area w i t h  no development on the actual s i tes ,  and 1 i t t l e  in terpreta-  
t ion.  Further, we recornend t h a t  2 o r  3 acres be acquired on the 
south s ide o f  the road f o r  a parking l o t ,  p icnicking,  t rash  recepta- 
cles, and r e s t  rooms. We have been i n  contact w i t h  Judge Janssen 
about t h i s  and he i s  amenable t o  fur ther  discussion about it. We 
fee l  t h a t  the best p lan would be f o r  t h i s  t o  be considered a pub l i c  
park, purchased o r  leased w i t h  State funds and administered by the 
Jackson County Conservation Board. Judge Janssen favors lease o f  
the land and admin is t ra t ion by the l oca l  agency. He would a lso l i k e  
t o  have the  s ta te  fund a plaque f o r  the e x i s t i n g  marker on the prop- 
er ty .  

4. F u l l  b i o  r a  h o f  Briggs: This biography would be a cont inuing p a r t  
7 & ~ s t o r ~ c a l  Society 's biographical series, the l a t e s t  o f  

which was t h a t  of Governor C.C. Carpenter. Funding would be t o  cover 
the sa lary  o f  the researcher, the costs o f  t r ave l ,  typing, proof  
reading, and the p r i n t i n g  o f  the f i n i shed  book. i_ O f  course the pro- 
ceeds from sales o f  the  book would re tu rn  t o  the State General Fund. 
The funding would need t o  be f o r  a two year period, and would cost  
$12,199.91 a year f o r  an h i s t o r i c a l  wr i te r ,  $2000 a year i n  t r ave l  
funds, the  costs o f  pub1 i sh i ng  the book would have t o  be determined 
l a t e r ,  since the costs o f  p r i n t i n g  and paper change so rap id ly .  



5. Brochure about Briggs: A short h is to ry  o f  the man and h i s  career, 
f o r f F e e t r i b u t i o n  i n  s tate ou t le ts  would be a r e l a t i v e l y  easy 

and cheap way t o  inform the publ ic  about the l i f e  and career o f  
the s tate 's  f i r s t  Governor. 
a. Produce t h i s  s ingle brochure as a p i l o t  program i n  a contemplated 

series. 
b. Coordinate a series o f  brochures, including t h i s  one, wi th  the 

state highway marker program, wi th  a brochure being pr in ted t o  
explain i n  more de ta i l  the events and s i tes  commemorated by each 
marker. 

c. Fund a series of brochures i n  a single appropriation, a l l  t o  
deal w i th  famous men and events o f  Iowa's history.  

I n  any o f  the above options there should be funding f o r  a person t o  
do the research and wr i t i ng  necessary i n  producing the brochure, and 
the costs of p r i n t i ng  ought t o  be included as well.  We estimate a 
minimum o f  $2500 per brochure. 

6. Palimpsest a r t i c l e  about Briggs: This could take the form o f  e i ther  
a study o f  the ma- h is  personal 1 i f e ,  o r  the man and h is  pub1 i c  
career. The e a r l i e r  a r t i c l e  by Jacob Swisher covers most o f  h i s  
publ ic career. Our research has turned up much more data about h i s  
a c t i v i t i e s  before and af ter  he was Governor. 

Scholarships: There are a t  leas t  two forms tha t  t h i s  might take. 
a. An internship for $6000, awarded from open competition t o  a 

graduate student, t o  do research i n  Iowa h is to ry  a t  the State 
H is to r ica l  Society o f  Iowa f o r  one year. 

b. An Ansel Briggs Scholarship i n  History, t o  be awarded t o  one 
undergraduate h i  story major a t  each Regent's i n s t i  tuti.on i n the 
state each year. This could be a cash award o f  $500 each, o r  sim- 
p l y  t u i t i o n  exemption. 

8. Archaeolo i c a l  Survey: An invest igat ion o f  the: m i l l  s i te ,  and possibly . 
M e ,  on Brush Creek might reveal much more about the ear ly  

h is to ry  o f  t h i s  area, and more exact data about Briggs' a c t i v i t i e s  
there. A r t i f ac t s  and information recovered would become a par t  o f  
the State Museum i n  Des Moines, the H is to r ic  Preservation Program, 
the State His tor ica l  Society, and the Jackson County H is to r ica l  Society 
He estimate t h a t  i t  would be necessary t o  have a crew ch ie f  and four 
persons t o  work on the survey f o r  two months, costing approximately 
$5000. 

9. Briggs Memorial Highway: Iowa Highway 62, which goes through Andrew 
on i t s  route from Maquoketa t o  Bellevue, could be renamed the Ansel 
Briggs Memorial Highway, and the Iowa State Highway Commission could 
erect signs t o  so mark it. It would also be so designated on the 
o f f i c i a l  Hfghway Comnission road map. 

10. National Re i s t e r  of H is to r ic  Places: O f  the many h i s t o r i c  s i t es  and 
-6Efli lTngs -3- n ~ a c k s o ~ , ~ t h o s e  connected w l  t h  Briggs and 

others, few have been nominated t o  the National Register. The owners, 



l o ca l  residents,  and the county h i s t o r i c a l  soc ie ty  should be en- 
couraged t o  nominate more o f  the  s i t e s  and bu i ld ings  mentioned i n  
t h i s  repor t .  

State H i s t o r i c  Si tes:  The Iowa State H i s t o r i c a l  Department, through 
i t s  th ree d iv i s ions ,  could develop c r i t e r i a  f o r  se lec t ion and means 
o f  app l i ca t ion  f o r  a  designation o f  a  "State H i s t o r i c  Si te" .  As men- 
t ioned i n  #10 above, many o f  the bu i ld ings  and places i n  Jackson Coun- 
t y  w i t h  which Briggs had some connection could then be p a r t  o f  the 
group considered f o r  such naming. Such s i t e s  would be included i n  a  
d i r ec to r y  o f  Iowa po in ts  o f  i n t e res t ,  and a lso on the o f f i c i a l  Highway 
Commission road maps, as wel l  as i n  the pub l ica t ions o f  o ther  s t a t e  
agencies such as the Development Commission, the Conservation Commis- 
sion, and the Department o f  Pub l ic  Ins t ruc t ion .  

Post O f f i ce  Decal : The Post O f f i c e  i n  Andrew could apply t o  the nat iona l  
o f f i c e  o f  the  Postal Service f o r  permission t o  use a  cance l la t ion  de- 
cal  on a l l  mai l  going out  o f  Andrew. It could simply s t a te  "Home o f  
Ansel Briggs - f i r s t  Governor o f  the State o f  Iowa1' o r  words t o  t h a t  
e f f ec t .  Other Post Of f ices  i n  Jackson County could a lso apply f o r  a 
s i m i l a r  cance l la t ion  decal. 



LOG OF CORRESPONDENCE FOR THE ANSEL BRIGGS PROJECT 

5 Ju ly  1974 - LNH t o  John Burmeister, Preston 
17 Ju ly  1974 - PTH t o  Mary Elda Schreiber, Maquoketa 
5 September 1974 - Richard J. Norpel, S r .  t o  PTH 
9 October 1974 - TNH t o  Ohio H i s to r i ca l  Society 
16 October 1974 - TNH t o  Town Clerk, Shoreham, Vermont 
16 October 1974 - TNH t o  Clerk o f  D i s t r i c t  Court, Omaha, Nebraska 
18 October 1974 - Ohio H i s to r i ca l  Society t o  TNH 
23 October 1974 - TNH t o  Omaha World-Herald 
23 October 1974 - TNH t o  Ohio H i s to r i ca l  Society 
24 October 1974 - TNH t o  Nancy Gibbons Zook, Shenandoah 
25 October 1974 - Clerk o f  County Court, Omaha, Nebraska t o  TNH 
29 October 1974 - TNH t o  P h y l l i s  McLaughlin, Des Moines 
29 October 1974 - Omaha World-Herald t o  TNH 
29 October 1974 - Ohio H i s to r i ca l  Society t o  TNH 
30 October 1974 - LNH t o  Mary Elda Schreiber, Maquoketa 
31 October 1974 - Bet ty  Van Ness, Shenandoah t o  TNH 
31 October 1974 - Phy l l  i s  McLaughl i n ,  Des Moines t o  TNH 
1 November 1974 - TNH t o  Omaha Publ ic  L i b ra r y  
3 November 1974 - Omaha Publ ic  L ib ra ry  t o  TNH 
8 November 1974 - TNH t o  Edmond Sommers, Andrew 
11 November 1974 - TNH t o  Minnesota H i s t o r i c a l  Society 
11 November 1974 - John Burmeister, Preston t o  LNH 
13 November 1974 - TNH t o  Montana H i s to r i ca l  Society 
14 November 1974 - Minnesota H i s to r i ca l  Society t o  TNH 
14 November 1974 - TNH t o  Omaha Public L ib ra ry  
15 November 1974 - PTH t o  Eber F l i n t ,  Andrew 
16 November 1974 - Omaha Publ ic  L i b ra r y  t o  TNH 
18 November 1974 - PTH t o  Eber F l i n t ,  Andrew 
18 November 1974 - TNH t o  Judge Arthur F. Janssen, Maquoketa 
19 November 1974 - LNH t o  Reed Whitaker, Federal Regional Archives, Kansas City 
21 November 1974 - LNH t o  Grace Hol i han, Maquoketa 
22 November 1974 - LNH t o  Joyce Madison, Council B l u f f s  
22 November 1974 - TNH t o  Catherine Robertson, Rock Springs, Wyoming ,.., , ,,? 
22 November 1974 - TNH t o  Council B l u f f s  Publ ic  L i b ra r y  
23 November 1974 - Pat Will iams, Sanford Museum, Cherokee t o  LNH -Pr 

q .  

25 November 1974 - National Archives, Washington, D.C. t o  TNH 
25 November 1974 - John Burmeister, Preston t o  LNH 
27 November 1974 - Grace Hol ihan, Maquoketa t o  LNH 
27 November 1974 - Reed Whitaker, Federal Regional Archives, Kansas City t o  LNH 
29 November 1974 - Catherine Robertson, Rock Springs, Wyoming t o  TNH 
3 December 1974 - LNH t o  Reed Whitaker, Federal Regional Archives, Kansas C i t y  
3 December 1974 - LNH t o  Jane F. Smith, National Archives, Washington, D.C. 
3 December 1974 - LNH t o  Grace Holihan, Maquoketa 
3 December 1974 - LNH t o  John Burmeister, Preston 
4 December 1974 - Judge Arthur F. Janssen, Maquoketa t o  TNH 
4 December 1974 - TNH t o  Clerk o f  D i s t r i c t  Court, Maquoketa 
4 December 1974 - TNH t o  Clerk o f  D i s t r i c t  Court, Council B l u f f s  



6 December 1974 - John Burmeister, Preston t o  LNH 
6 December 1974 - Clerk o f  D i s t r i c t  Court, Maquoketa t o  TNH 
6 December 1974 - Clerk o f  D i s t r i c t  Court, Council B l u f f s  t o  TNH 
10 December 1974 - TNH t o  Idaho H i s t o r i c a l  Society 
10 December 1974 - TNH t o  Catherine Robertson, Austin, Texas 
11 December 1974 - TNH t o  Guernsey County H i s t o r i c a l  Society, Cambridge, Ohio 
18 December 1974 - TNH t o  Phyl 1 i s  McLaughl i n ,  Des Moines 
20 December 1974 - P h y l l i s  McLaughlin, Des Moines t o  TNH 
30 December 1974 - TNH t o  John R. Adney, Mi les  
31 December 1974 - Eber F l i n t ,  Andrew t o  PTH 
31 December 1974 - LNH t o  John Burmeister, Preston 
3 January 1975 - TNH t o  Harold J. Mohlenhoff, Andrew 
3 January 1975 - TNH t o  Ernie Daudel, Andrew 
3 January 1975 - TNH t o  Max Somners, Andrew 
6 January 1975 - PTH t o  Eber F l  i n t  , Andrew 
6 Jariuary 1975 - TNH t o  Council B l u f f s  Publ ic  L ib ra ry  
7 January 1975 - John Burmeister, Preston t o  LNH 
8 January 1975 - TNH t o  Douglas County Clerk, Omaha, Nebraska 
8 January 1975 - TNH t o  Montana H i s t o r i c a l  Society 
8 January 1975 - LNH t o  James D. Walker, National Archives, Washington, D.C. 
8 January 1975 - LNH t o  Jane F. Smith, National Archives, Washington, D.C. 
8 January 1975 - LNH t o  Reed Whitaker, Federal Regional Archives, Kansas C i t y  
8 January 1975 - LNH t o  Grace Hol i han, Maquoketa 
9 January 1975 - Jerome Finster ,  National Archives, Washington, D.C. t o  LNH 
10 January 1975 - Grace Holihan, Maquoketa t o  LNH 
13 January 1975 - Montana H i s t o r i ca l  Society t o  TNH 
14 January 1975 - Douglas County Heal th Department, Omaha, Nebraska t o  TNH 
15 January 1975 - Nebraska H i s t o r i c a l  Society t o  Susan Rogers 
20 January 1975 - LNH t o  Jerome F ins ter ,  National Archives, Washington, , D.C. 
20 January 1975 - LNH t o  Grace Holihan, Maquoketa 
20 January 1975 - Carol Hunt, Putnam Museum, Davenport, Iowa t o  LNH 
25 January 1975 - Ernie Daudel, Andrew t o  TNH 
27 January 1975 - TNH t o  Judge Arthur F. Janssen, Maquoketa 
31 January 1975 - Council B l u f f s  Pub l ic  L i b ra r y  t o  TNH 
1 February 1975 - LNH t o  Jim Potter, Maquoketa 
1 February 1975 - LNH t o  Grace Holihan, Maquoketa 
1 February 1975 - TNH t o  Council B l u f f s  Pub l ic  L i b ra r y  
4 February 1975 - Grace Holihan, Maquoketa t o  LNH 
4 February 1975 - LNH t o  John Burmeister, Preston 
6 February 1975 - TNH t o  Catherine Robertson, Rock Springs, Wyoming 
11 February 1975 - LNH t o  John Wenberg, Maquoketa 
11 February 1975 - LNH t o  Jim Potter, Maquoketa 
11 February 1975 - LNH t o  Grace Hol ihan, Maquoketa 
11 February 1975 - TNH t o  John R. Adney, Mi les  
11 February 1975 - TNH t o  Esther Hass, Preston 
11 February 1975 - Judge Ar thur  F. Janssen, Naples, F lo r ida  t o  TNH 
12 February 1975 - TNH t o  Phy l l  i s  McLaughl in ,  Des Moines 
12 February 1975 - MDG t o  Idaho H i s t o r i c a l  Society 
15 February 1975 - Mrs. Ross Thompson, Maquoketa t o  LNH 
17 February 1975 - TNH t o  Judge Ar thur  F. Janssen, Naples, F l o r i da  
18 February 1975 - P h y l l i s  McLaughlin, Des Moines t o  TNH 



19 February 1975 - TNH t o  Grace Holihan, Maquoketa 
19 February 1975 - John R. Adney, Mi les t o  TNH 
21 February 1975 - Idaho H i s to r i ca l  Society t o  MDG 
21 February 1975 - LNH t o  A1 lene Latta, Logan 
21 February 1975 - LNH t o  Mrs. Ross Thompson, Maquoketa 
21 February 1975 - LNH t o  Walter Godard, De W i t t  
22 February 1975 - Grace Holihan, Maquoketa t o  LNH 
23 February 1975 - TNH t o  Guernsey County Publ i c  L ibrary,  Cambridge, Ohio 
24 February 1975 - LNH t o  Paul Sagers, Maquoketa 
25 February 1975 - Jerome Finster, National Archives, Washington, D.C. t o  LNH 
26 February 1975 - Paul Sagers, Maquoketa t o  LNH 
27 February 1975 - LNH t o  Jim Potter, Maquoketa 
1 March 1975 - Catherine Robertson, Rock Springs, Wyoming t o  TNH 
3 March 1975 - TNH t o  National Archives, Washington, D.C.. 
3 March 1975 - LNH t o  Fred Borchuck, Coe College Library,  Cedar Rapids 
5 March 1975 - Jerome Finster, National Archives, Washington, D.C. t o  LNH 
5 March 1975 - LNH t o  Mrs. Esther Graham, Guthrie Center 
5 March 1975 - Fred Borchuck, Coe College Library,  Cedar Rapids t o  LNH 
6 March 1975 - LNH t o  Jim Potter, Maquoketa 
6 March 1975 - Catherine Robertson, Rock Springs, Wyoming t o  TNH 
10 March 1975 - TNH t o  Catherine Robertson, Rock Springs, Wyoming 
10 March 1975 - Grace Holihan, Maquoketa t o  TNH 
11 March 1975 - TNH t o  Judge Arthur F. Janssen, Naples, F lor ida 
12 March 1975 - TNH t o  Grace Holihan, Maquoketa 
12 March 1975 - Allene Latta, Logan t o  LNH 
13 March 1975 - LNH t o  Mrs. Carl Vieth, Oak1 and 
13 March 1975 - TNH t o  LaSal l e  County H i s to r i ca l  Society, Ottawa, I 1  1 i n o i s  
15 March 1975 - Donald R. McLean, Dunlap t o  LNH 
21 March 1975 - Fred Borchuck, Coe College Library,  Cedar Rapids t o  LNH 
21 March 1975 - TNH t o  Economy Advert ising, Iowa City 
21 March 1975 - TNH t o  Tel-Graphics, East Dubuque, I l l i n o i s  
23 March 1975 - Marguerite S. Whiting, Cherokee t o  LNH 
24 March 1975 - John Burmeister, Preston t o  LNH 
26 March 1975 - Tel-Graphics, East Dubuque, I l l i n o i s  t o  TNH 
26 March 1975 - LaSalle County H i s to r i ca l  Society, Ottawa, I l l i n o i s  t o  TNH 
26 March 1975 - Council B l u f f s  Publ i c  L ib ra ry  t o  TNH 
29 March 1975 - TNH t o  D i rec t  Mail Advert ising, Cedar Rapids 
31 March 1975 - TNH t o  LaSalle County H i s to r i ca l  Society, Ottawa, I l l i n o i s  
31 March 1975 - TNH t o  Council B l u f f s  Publ ic L ib ra ry  
31 March 1975 - TNH t o  Sarpy County H i s to r i ca l  Society, Be1 levue, Nebraska 
31 March 1975 - LNH t o  Marguerite S. Whiting, Cherokee 
31 March 1975 - LNH t o  John Burmeister, Preston 
31 March 1975 - LNH t o  Pat Williams, Sanford Museum, Cherokee 
2 A p r i l  1975 - Esther Butterworth Hass, Preston t o  TNH 
3 A p r i l  1975 - Judge Arthur F. Janssen, Naples, F lor ida t o  TNH 
5 A p r i l  1975 - Mrs. Carl Vieth, Oakland t o  LNH 
10 A p r i l  1975 - National Archives, Washington, D.C. t o  TNH 
11 A p r i l  1975 - TNH t o  Arthur F. Janssen, Naples, F lo r ida  
18 A p r i l  1975 - TNH t o  Economy Advert ising, Iowa City 
21 A p r i l  1975 - Arthur F. Janssen, Naples, F lo r ida  t o  TNH 
27 Apr i  1 1975 - Marguerite S. Whiting, Cherokee t o  LNH 



28 A p r i l  1975 - TNH t o  Arch iv i s t ,  Norwich Univers i ty ,  Nor th f ie ld ,  Vermont 
28 A p r i l  1975 - Economy Advert ising, Iowa C i t y  t o  TNH 
12 May 1975 - Norwich Univers i ty ,  Nor th f ie ld ,  Vermont t o  TNH 

TRIPS TO JACKSON COUNTY 

8 September 1974 - Loren N. Horton 
27 June 1974 - Peter T. Harstad and Loren N. Horton 
6 November 1974 - Timothy N. Hyde and Loren N. Horton 
12 November 1974 - Timothy N. Hyde and Loren N. Horton 
19 November 1974 - Timothy N. Hyde 
31 January 1975 - Timothy N. Hyde and Loren N. Horton 
10 February 1975 - Timothy N. Hyde and Loren N. Horton 
18 February 1975 - Timothy N. Hyde 

TRIPS TO ARCHIVES BUILDING, DES MOINES 

20 November 1974 - Timothy N. Hyde 
13 December 1974 - Timothy N. Hyde and Loren N. Horton 
17 December 1974 - Timothy N. Hyde 
7 January 1975 - Timothy N. Hyde 
22 January 1975 - Loren N. Horton 
30 January 1975 - Loren N. Horton 
6 March 1975 - Timothy N. Hyde 
24 March 1975 - Timothy N. Hyde 

OTHER TRIPS CONNECTED WITH THE ANSEL BRIGGS PROJECT 

25 November 1974 - Loren N. Horton t o  Masonic L ibrary ,  Cedar Rapids 
24-25 A p r i l  1975 - Loren N. Horton and Timothy N. Hyde t o  Pottawattamie County 

Court House, Council B lu f f s ,  Iowa 
24 A p r i l  1975 - Loren N. Horton and Timothy N. Hyde t o  Douglas County Court 

House, Omaha, Nebraska 
5-6-7- May 1975 - Loren N. Horton t o  National Archives, Washington, D.C. 

TELEPHONE CALLS PERTAINING TO THE ANSEL BRIGGS PROJECT 

5 November 1974 - Mary Elda Schreiber t o  LNH 
21 November 1974 - Mrs. Harry Dunlap t o  LNH 
21 November 1974 - LNH t o ,  Pat W i  11 iams, Sanford Museum, Cherokee 
22 November 1974 - Pat Wil l iams t o  LNH 
9 January 1975 - Rosemary Weisz, Federal Regional Archives, Kansas City t o  LNH 
17 January 1975 - LNH t o  Carol Hunt, Putnam Museum, Davenport 
21 January 1975 - James D. Walker, National Archives, Washington, D.C. t o  LNH 
24 January 1975 - LNH t o  Jim Pot te r  



24 January 1975 - LNH t o  Grace Hol i han 
28 January 1975 - James D. Walker, National Archives, Washington, D.C. t o  LNH 
6 February 1975 - LNH t o  Cedar Rapids Publ ic  L i b ra r y  
6 February 1975 - Cedar Rapids Publ ic  L i b ra r y  t o  LNH 
7 February 1975 - Cedar Rapids Publ ic  L i b ra r y  t o  LNH 
18 February 1975 - Quad-City Times t o  LNH 
19 February 1975 - LNH t o  Mrs. Esther Graham 
2 Apr i  1 1975 - Pat W i  11 iams t o  LNH 
3 A p r i l  1975 - LNH t o  Pat Wil l iams 
18 A p r i l  1975 - TNH t o  John Brown, Economy Advert ising, Iowa C i t y  
18 A p r i l  1975 - TNH t o  Ben Otten, D i r ec t  Mail ing, Cedar Rapids 
28 A p r i l  1975 - TNH t o  Ben Otten, D i r ec t  Mai l ing,  Cedar Rapids 
15 May 1975 - TNH t o  Ben Otten, D i r ec t  Mai l ing,  Cedar Rapids 
22 May 1975 - TNH t o  Ben Otten, D i r ec t  Mai l ing,  Cedar Rapids 

MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES RELATING TO THE ANSEL BRIGGS PROJECT 

In terv iew w i t h  Mrs. L u c i l l e  Butterworth, Andrew - 27 June 1974 
In terv iew w i t h  Mary Elda Schreiber, Maquoketa - 27 June 1974 
In terv iew w i t h  Mrs. C l i f t o n  Lamborn, Maquoketa - 27 June 1974 
In terv iew w i t h  Judge Arthur F. Janssen, Maquoketa - 6 November 1974 
In terv iew w i t h  Mrs. L u c i l l e  Butterworth, Andrew - 6 November 1974 
In terv iew w i t h  Mary Elda Schreiber, Maquoketa - 6 November 1974 
In terv iew w i t h  John R. Adney, Mi les  - 10 February 1975 
In terv iew w i t h  Mrs. Esther Graham, Guthr ie Center, Iowa - 8 A p r i l  1975 
In terv iew w i t h  Mrs. Joyce Madison, Council B lu f f s ,  Iowa - 19 May 1975 

Radio In terv iew on S ta t ion  WMAQ, Maquoketa - 10 February 1975 
qu m r  ,,I -v.w-q ~ r P i ~ w z ~ ~ r n n . i ~ ~ w u n ~ q n r ~ ~ w ~ -  PI 

&w-a~..~n L w w m n I u  ~ r a n u . .  ~ , I H M .  .; t " I 1 !J 
: d w .  a * a q  ~a - a1 
m h b . a m p  U J  - -  n - -  - i *_W_-..lr.nLu4 . . d d . .  , b  I -.a1 

Newspaper a r t i c l e  i n  Maquoketa Community Press - 28 January 1975 
Newspaper a r t i c l e  i n  Ma uoketa Communit Press - 6 February 1975 

- 7 7 4  Newspaper a r t i c l e  i n  Quad- Sty imes 9February  1975 
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THE BUTTERWORTH TAVERN 



The Andm J a i l ,  b u l k  i n  1872, 

" W  

The Andrew JaJ11. 

The putative s i t e  of Briggs' home along Brush Creek, the s i t e  o f  Briggs' saw- 
Brush Creek. m i l l .  , $ 



Ansel Briggs' remains and casket a t  the 
ceremonies dedicating hts  marker, 1909. 

The Briggs marKer i n  tne  Andrew 
Cemetery, erected by the State  
i n  1909. 

t!OMEUF IOWA'S 
CIOCT r?&lrn&snn 

A memorial t o  Briggs erected 
p r i v a t e l y  on the Janssen farm 
along Brush Creek, 1936. 
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Brf  ggs.' s a n d  &ds& m e  

I A bronze marker i n  f ront  of the stump o f  
an elm tha t  Briggs i s  supposed t o  have 
planted. 

Mrs. Nancy M. .Dunlap Briggs, 
Ansel's f i r s t  wife. 
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A letter of introduction for Ansel Briggs from the Governor of Ohio, Wilson Shannon, 
to Robert Lucas, Territorial Governor of Iowa. It i s  dated November 3, 1839. 



i k c e i p t  t o  B r i g g s  f o r  dut ies  performed whi le  S h e r i f f  o f  Jackson County. 

Receipt signed by Briggs as Oeputy County Treasurer o f  Jackson County 



J '  

Certi f icat-ion b f  Ans'el Briggs ' election to the Fifth Territorial Assembly from 
Jackson County. I t  i s  signed by the Jackson County Clerk. . 
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Receipts f o r  taxes on land owned by Briggs i n  Jackson County. 

9 1"-c, - 
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A mining claim f i l e d  by Ansel Briggs and h i s  son, John S . ,  i n  1860, presumably 
i n  Colorado; 
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