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HSEMD/FEMA Teams Assess Tornado 
and Storm Damage in Six Counties
The Iowa Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management Division 
(HSEMD) conducted joint damage 
assessments with the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA), 
Small Business Administration (SBA) 
and local offi cials following the torna-
does and severe weather on April 9.

Teams comprised of local offi cials, 
HSEMD and FEMA conducted joint 
preliminary damage assessments 
(PDAs) April 18-19 for federal Individ-
ual Assistance and Public Assistance 
programs.

“The damage assessments were 
the next step in our efforts to assist 
Iowans and communities that were 
affected by the tornadoes and severe 
weather on April 9,” said HSEMD 
Administrator J. Derek Hill.

Individual Assistance joint PDA 
teams reviewed damages in fi ve Continued on Page 2...

Are you and your family 
prepared for severe weather? 
Learn more at www.beready-
iowa.org

Are You Prepared?

HSEMD Administrator J. Derek 
Hill, center, along with Governor 
Terry Branstad, talk with Maple-
ton residents on April 10. Photo 
by Col. Gregory Hapgood, Iowa 
National Guard.

counties: Buena Vista, Ida, Monona, 
Pocahontas and Sac. The Individual 
Assistance program provides assis-

Helping Others Comes Naturally to Iowans
HSEMD PIO Stefanie Bond was 
with damage assessment teams that 
visited Monona County on April 19. 
While there, she had an opportunity 
to talk with impacted citizens.

A Family Affair

David J. Malloy doesn’t live in Maple-
ton, but he wants to help the citizens 
who have been impacted here. Only 
one day after being released from the 
hospital, he walked into the Mapleton 

City Hall and offered a home in the 
city of Sloan, two campers, and other 
equipment to anyone in town who 
could use a break.

“Some people called me and knew 
I had rental properties,” he said. “I 
just got over here this morning and 
started fi guring out what to do.”

It’s amazing how the community – 
even the extended community in 
surrounding counties – has pulled 

Continued on Page 4...
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tance to home owners and small 
businesses, including temporary 
housing, disaster unemployment 
assistance and replacement or re-
pair of costs for eligible applicants.

Public Assistance joint PDA teams 
reviewed damages in six coun-
ties: Buena Vista, Cherokee, Ida, 
Monona, Pocahontas and Sac. 
The Public Assistance program 
provides funding to public entities 
and select nonprofi t agencies to 
rebuild damaged infrastructure that 
may include roads, bridges, cul-
verts, and other public facilities, or 
to cover costs of emergency work 
during and debris removal after the 
storms.

Data from these joint PDAs could 
be used by Governor Branstad 
to request a Presidential Disas-
ter Declaration, which, if granted, 
could make Public Assistance and 
Individual Assistance available in 
the designated counties. Informa-
tion gathered during the assess-
ments will be analyzed to deter-
mine if damages incurred meet 
criteria set by the federal govern-
ment.

HSEMD is responsible for the coor-
dination of State disaster response 
and recovery activities. HSEMD 
staffed the State Emergency Op-
erations Center from shortly after 
the tornadoes touched down until 
all requests for resources were 
fulfi lled several days later. HSEMD 
staff assisted the City of Mapleton 
in determining how to best remove 
the large amounts of debris left by 
the tornado. HSEMD also worked 
with the Iowa Disaster Human 
Resource Council to coordinate 
volunteer management throughout 
the impacted counties. Ω

The Department of Veterans Affairs 
and the Veterans Health Admin-
istration are known primarily for 
providing medical care services 
to veterans, providing health care 
education to medical students and 
residents, and conducting innova-
tive medical research. A lesser 
known mission is that of a federal 
emergency response organization 
that supports several Emergency 
Support Functions (ESFs) within 
the National Response Frame-
work, primarily health and medical 
response (ESF 8).  A key compo-
nent of federal health and medical 
response is the National Disaster 
Medical System (NDMS).

The NDMS is a cooperative, 
asset-sharing partnership among 
the Departments of Veterans Af-
fairs, Health and Human Services, 
Defense and Homeland Security.  
Its statutory mission is to organize 
a coordinated effort between the 
NDMS federal partners, states and 
other appropriate public or private 
entities to provide health services 
and health-related social services 
to respond to the needs of victims 
of a public health emergency or 
catastrophic disaster. 

VA Central Iowa Health Care Sys-
tem (VACIHCS) is a designated 
NDMS Federal Coordinating Cen-
ter (FCC).  Its mission as a FCC is 
to receive, triage, stage, transport 
and track in-coming patients evac-
uated during a disaster or national 
emergency to local participating 
NDMS inpatient hospitals.  VACI-
HCS maintains NDMS agreements 
with hospitals in Des Moines, 
Ames, Iowa City and Cedar Rap-
ids.  The primary patient reception 
site is located at the 132d Fighter 
Wing, Iowa Air National Guard.  

VA Central Iowa Health Care System 
Conducting Patient Reception Exercise

Patient reception operations are 
supported by a wide range of local, 
emergency service organizations, 
i.e. Polk County Emergency Man-
agement, Central Iowa Emergency 
Medical Services organizations, 
American Red Cross, Salvation 
Army, and Amateur Radio Emer-
gency Services.  In addition, the 
Patient Reception Team is com-
posed of staff from VACIHCS, Iowa 
Health System, and Mercy Medical 
Center.

During the week of May 16-20, 
2011, VACIHCS will be conducting 
a series of full-scale exercise ac-
tivities associated with the National 
Level Exercise 2011 (NLE2011), a 
multi-state multi-agency exercise 
designed to support regional plan-
ning, response and recovery from 
a catastrophic earthquake in the 
New Madrid seismic zone.

Through the course of the exercise 
VACIHCS, its NDMS hospitals and 
community-based support organi-
zations will progress from NDMS 
alert, to activation, to receipt of 
simulated earthquake victims, to 
transporting simulated patients to 
participating NDMS hospitals. 
Overall the exercise will demon-
strate the collaboration and part-
nerships necessary to support 
NDMS patient reception opera-
tions. The non-threatening learning 
environment will allow participants 
to increase their knowledge of 
organizational roles and responsi-
bilities and provide a constructive 
evaluation of current operational 
plans.

Submitted by Michael Peters, 
VHA Offi ce of Emergency Manage-
ment. Ω

...Continued from Page 1 

HSEMD/FEMA Assess 
Storm Damage
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Creston High School Safe Room Project
Award Amount:  $1,035,973          
Award Date: March 24, 2011

This multi-purpose tornado safe 
room project will provide near abso-
lute life protection for 730 Creston 
high school students, staff, and 
administration. The new facility will 
be an addition to the northeast side 
of the existing Creston High School 
facility. 

Creston Middle School Safe 
Room Project
Award Amount: $1,445,656          
Award Date:  April 6, 2011

This project will also serve as a 
multi-purpose safe room to provide 
protection for 1,102 Creston el-
ementary/middle school students, 
staff, and administration. The new facility will be an addition to the north 
side of the existing Creston Elementary/Middle School facility. Ω

The Creston Community School District recently received approval for 
the construction of tornado safe rooms at their high school and middle 
school. The safe rooms will receive funding through the Hazard Mitiga-
tion Grant Program (HMGP). As part of the HMGP in Iowa, 75 percent 
of eligible project costs is paid by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA), 10 percent is paid by the state and the remaining 15 
percent is paid by the sub-applicant (local governments/communities/
tribal governments and certain eligible private nonprofi t organizations).

For additional information on Iowa’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Program 
projects, see the April 8, 2011, issue of Secure & Prepared at www.
iowahomelandsecurity.org.

Creston School District Receives 
Approval for Construction of Safe Rooms

When:  May 9-11, 2011
 8 a.m.–4 p.m. daily
Where: Hoover State Offi ce Build-
ing, Des Moines
Who: Analysts, assessors, incident 
planners, law enforcement, fi re and 
emergency management/home-
land security personnel

The CAPTAP training will provide 
attendees with information about 
the CI/KR Protection Program, 
vulnerability assessments, and 
terrorist surveillance operations. To 
register, click the “HSEMD Course 
Registration” link under the “Quick 
Links” tab of the HSEMD website. 
For more information, contact Curt 
Sullivan by email or by calling 515-
725-3202.

Prerequisites: Attendees must 
complete the Protected Critical In-
frastructure Information (PCII) cer-
tifi cation training and must provide 
a printed certifi cate of completion 
and a nondisclosure agreement. 
To access PCII accreditation, go to 
https://pciims.dhs.gov.

Each participant must register and 
complete the CAPTAP web-based 
training. To register, please enter 
the following URL into the address 
bar of your browser
http://captap-training.org, and 
click “New Account Registra-
tion.” An LMS Administrator will 
activate your account within 24-48 
hours. Each participant will receive 
an email notifi cation indicating the 
account is active. Contact Jeremy 
Sroka at 515-331-5988 with ques-
tions.

There is no fee for this course. The 
registration deadline is April 29. Ω

CAPTAP/ACAMS 
Training

When: May 18, 2011, 9 a.m.–5 
p.m.
Where: Cedar Rapids
Who: Course managers for the 
CERT Basic Training course, or 
those with the desire to provide 

CERT Train-the-Trainer Course
training for local CERT volunteers.

To register, click the “HSEMD 
Course Registration” link under the 
“Quick Links” tab of the HSEMD 
website www.iowahomelandse-
curity.org.

http://www.iowahomelandsecurity.org
http://www.iowahomelandsecurity.org
http://www.iowahomelandsecurity.org
http://www.iowahomelandsecurity.org
http://captap-training.org
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together for a common 
cause.

“I’ve got a dump truck. I’m 
going to have it fi xed up 
enough to start hauling [de-
bris] for people [in Maple-
ton] and helping them out. 
And I’ve got a small skid 
loader that I’m going to 
offer, and then my time,” 
Malloy said. 

Malloy is a lifelong Iowa 
resident and has lived in 
Sloan in Woodbury County for the 
past 33 years. 

The Malloy family has defi nitely 
faced its fair share of adversity. 
Malloy used to live in Salix – the 
town where fi ve of nine of his 
ancestors living there on June 11, 
1899, were killed by a tornado 
dubbed the “Salix Cyclone.” 

Food for Thought

After a long morning surveying the 
damage in Mapleton, some of us 
decided to grab something to eat. 
We were intrigued by the name of 
one establishment  on Main Street 
and headed that direction.

A sign on the front door of the 
restaurant made us even more curi-
ous: “Aarokotah’s serving a free will 
lunch and dinner. Please come in.”

Traci Pawlowski has owned and 
operated Aarokotah’s restaurant in 
Mapleton for more than three years. 
The restaurant’s name is a combi-
nation of her two children’s names: 
Aaron and Dakotah. 

“I thought Mapleton was a nice 
community, and I looked for a 

building so I could put a business 
here,” Pawlowski said. She is also 
a lifelong Iowa resident, and has 
lived in Monona County for the past 
10 years.

On Monday, Aarokotah’s was teem-
ing with people enjoying a home-
cooked meal. 

“This week and all of last week I’ve 
extended my business hours,” she 
explained. They were staying open 
until 8 p.m. serving up freewill din-
ners. 

“After my food costs, I’m donating 
all of the money to the community 
and helping out the families here,” 
Pawlowski told us. “It’s a blessing 
for me. In a tragedy like this, God 
is so good,” she said. “He gave me 
the resources to be able to do this.”

Not so. The roof of her business 
was damaged, and after multiple 
power surges, she lost all of the 
freezers in the restaurant. So, I 
asked her: If she is going to have to 
worry about her own business and 
getting back to normal, why was 
she doing this for her community?

“They’re worth it,” she said. Ω

In previous columns, we’ve dis-
cussed a little bit about the work 
of the Threat Informaiton and 
Infrastructure Protection Program 
(TIIPP) in sector and asset plan-
ning.   In this column, we’d like to 
focus on our efforts in information 
sharing.  

The development of a robust infor-
mation-sharing system is a huge 
undertaking.  The TIIPP focuses 
on developing and implementing 
information sharing systems with 
the public and private infrastruc-
ture sectors, the asset holders and 
workers within the sectors that 
make them function.  The ultimate 
goal of the TIIPP in this regard is to 
develop an effective system that is 
used by all stakeholders in each of 
Iowa’s 17 sectors that enables the 
free fl ow of information, and that 
the needed information is acces-
sible.   

A huge portion of this process is 
leveraging existing systems that 
are already in place.  To that end, 
the TIIPP is either currently work-
ing with, or looking to work with, or-
ganizations such as the Safeguard 
Iowa Partnership, the Law Enforce-
ment Information Network (LEIN) 
and the Iowa Fusion system, and 
Infragard to see what systems they 
have in place, and how we can tie 
into them.  

The Homeland Security Informa-
tion Network (HSIN) is another 
information-sharing system that 
the TIIPP is championing.  The 
HSIN is coordinated by the federal 
government to provide a platform 
for information sharing.  The TIIPP 

TIIPP CornerHelping Others Comes Naturally in Mapleton
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HSEMD’s Stefanie Bond, left, talks with 
David Malloy during a visit to Mapleton.
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HSEMD Welcomes New Homeland 
Security and Grants Bureau Chief

Iowa Homeland Security &
Emergency Management

Division

A division of the Iowa
Department of Public Defense

Administrator
J. Derek Hill

7105 N.W. 70th Avenue
Camp Dodge, Bldg. W-4

Johnston, IA 50131

Phone: 515.725.3231
Fax: 515.725.3260

Web site:
www.iowahomelandsecurity.org

Secure & Prepared is published 
by the Iowa Homeland Security & 
Emergency Management Division 
for those involved in the homeland 
security system in the state of Iowa. 

For more information contact 
Stefanie Bond, 515.725.3271 or 

stefanie.bond@iowa.gov.

News TeamNews Team

Stefanie Bond

Laura Carlson

Tara Dowd

Beth Lewis

Amy Meston

Lucinda Robertson

Lynda Wessel

HSEMD Mission
Lead, coordinate, and support 
homeland security and emer-
gency management functions 
in order to establish sustain-
able communities and ensure 
economic opportunities for Iowa 
and its citizens.

We’re on the Web!
www.iowahomelandsecurity.org

Angela Chen has joined HSEMD as 
the Homeland Security and Grants 
Bureau Chief.

Prior to joining the Division on April 
15, Angela served as the Bureau 
Chief for Energy Programs at the 
Iowa Offi ce of Energy Indepen-
dence, managing federal grants and 
the state’s Power Fund investments. 
She had also worked at the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources for 
nearly 18 years.

Angela has a great deal of experi-
ence with federal Environmental 
Protection Agency and Department 
of Energy grants, including grant 
application and administration, and 
also budget management experi-
ence. She has a strong background 
in engineering with a Ph. D. in me-
chanical and industrial engineering.

Angela has a green thumb and likes 
to grow plants indoors and work 

has been working with our federal 
partners to develop a new HSIN-Iowa 
site from the ground up; once we’ve 
completed it, the HSIN-Iowa portal 
will function as a one-stop shop for 
all users to access relevant informa-
tion based on their sector needs.

In the next TIIPP Corner, we’ll focus 
more on the new HSIN-Iowa portal 

in her garden. She and her family 
enjoy traveling and spending time 
together.

Welcome to HSEMD, Angela! Ω

Angela Chen

and our plans for its development 
and implementation.

As always, if you ever have ques-
tions or want more information on 
any of the topics we discuss in this 
column, please call 515-725-3231 
or email tiipp@iowa.gov.  

Submitted by Kyle Karsjen Ω
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